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DRAFT 

Dear Charlie: 

• 
Thank you for your letter giving me the benefit of your views 

on my forthcoming appearance before the House Judiciary 

Committee chaired by Bill Hungate. 

I noted carefully the points you made. You summarized many 

factors which I had to weigh against this course of action. After 

J~Yf:wiA .. 
considering them, I reached th~~ecision announced. !' 

A / A.Y/~Jtr-' 
Thanks again for having written me.;'h. .. ('A~}'/ 

Sincerely, ~ 

The Honorable Charles W. Sandman, Jr. 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 
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C0URTS, CIViL LIBERTIES 
AND ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 

MONOPOLIES AND COMMERCIAL L.A\V 

October l, 1974 

Honora ble Gera l d R . Ford 
P r e s i d ent o £ t h e Vnited States 
The T,vhi te House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr . P r e s ident : 

I u rge y ou to reconsid e r your of f er to appear 
be =o r e the Su b committee of the Judiciar y Conunittee headed 
by Cong r essman \:·Jil liam Hungat:.e. The r e is not one iota of 
ser iousness behind that enti r e inquiry. Their mo·ti ves are 
purely poli t ical. 

Las t year , :;: lost:. the l a rgest. election in the .naLiun. 
I say this b e cause at that time there 1.·1ere only b -;o 

Gubernatori a l contests , and since Ne'I.·J Jersey is a far larger 
State than Virg inia , t he New Jersey contest was number one in 
the n a-tion. On t his date last year, my opponent and I ~.vere 

even-up. But the three events that happ ened last October 
made it insurmountable for any ~epublican to v-,rin in my State . . ....__., 

The motive behind t .he inquiry of the Hungate 
Subcon~ittee i s to repeat the great Democratic success of 
1 9 7 3 . Make n o rni si.:.ake a bout that.. The '\.;Thole wo r ld kno•·.'S 
why you pard oned for:-r1er President Nixon. No eart.hly good 
can come of t he enJci:ce inquir y. They \•iill badger you £ rom 
pillar to pos t and make it n ecessary :fo r you to come b~ck 

again and a ga in. Be f ore the television tubes and the -media 
~rre will hav e a replay o£ all o £ the events o f last October. 
This by i t.s e l £ \·.Ti ll c ause a d eva stating loss in the House 
of rtepresentaLives . 
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Honorable Gerald ~. ?o~d 

October l, 1974 
Page Tvo 

T'ne very idea of you placing yourself in the 
position to be challenged by the likes o£ Bella Abzug 
and John Conyers is shocking to say the least.. 
Nob·,,U::.hstand ing the political considerations, I ~,·!Duld 

favor your bol6 o~fer if I cOuld believe that some good 
could be accomplished. But Hr. President, no good is 
going to be accomplished because those who sponsored the 
resolutions do not \,ru.nt to accomplish anything good . 
Their method is to destroy, and if they are successful the 
one thing \·re all fear the most may happen -- a veto-proof 
Congress. 

In the interest o:E the nation, I urge you not 
to appear before this Committee. :·:'natever questions they 
have you can ans':'er under oath if you choose. Please do 
not· relegate the Presidency of the United States to ·the 
level of Abzug 0-no Conl'ers. In the event tha·t you feel 
you must personally appear beio~e this Comini t tee, may I 

·humbly suggest that you invite the Com~it~ee to come to 
see you at the ·,.lhi te House, holding tr.e hearing to one 
meeting at the earliest possible date without television 
or the media present. I i you do othen\'ise, the demand to 
have you before the::n for long hours and several appearances 
will continue from nm·1 until Election Day. 

C~'lS :m 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 3, 1974 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

WILLIAM E. TIMMONS 

JERRYH~ 

The attached was returned in the President's outbox with the 
following notation: 

-- I hope this will be satisfactory 

answer._~ '(o ~ ~ 

cc: Don Rumsfeld 




