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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 16, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PATB~~~ 
JERR~ FROM: 

Just a short note to let you know that the President has seen and 
noted your memorandum of September lOth .regarding the Evans • 
and Novak column • 
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Digitized from Box C3 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 10, 1974 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 
·~ 

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN tp? ~~. f/,1/J FROM: 

Sunday's savaging of Al Haig, in that remarkable c 1 n by Evans~ 
and Novak, contains allegations against me which a e malicious · 
and false, and -- whatever my future plans --I want the Preside~.~ 
made aware of. l_¥' 
Buchanan is therein characterized as a 11 symbol of bloody nose Nixon 
politics who undercut Mr. Ford as Vice President. 11 That statement 
is untrue and the individual who made it either knows it to be untrue 
or is grossly unaware of the situation in the Nixon White House. 

To prove this J?Oint, I am attaching my own confidential memorandum, 
written to President Nixon at noon on the day of his Vice Presidential 
selection, written at a time wher.. he was still wavering in his choice. 
This memorandum, which I trust will remain confidential, is hardly 
consistent with any policy of sabotaging your Vice Presidency. 
Whatever my personal situation is or becomes, I would hope that this 
memorandum would clearly disprove the substance of the whisper 
campaign. 

With regard to that post as Ambassador to South Africa, I believe 
I could serve you and the country well, and am sending along a brief 
listing of what I think, are the advantages of the proposal. I trust 
that you will not turn it down, out of hand, and that in any event, I 
will be able to make the case to you personally before a decision is 
taken. 
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ARGUMENTS FOR APPOINTMENT 

1) South Africans would likely welcome appointment of a known 
conservative not automatically hostile to their concerns. 

2) Appointing Republicans, with background, experience and 
interest in government service more in tune with the trend of 
the times than nan~ing "contributors" to cap their careers. 

3) Having written major foreign policy speeches, and served five 
years in White House, and been member of U.S. delegation to 
bo~h China and Moscow summit, credentials seem in order. 

• 

4) Conservatives, in Congress and out, would welcome appointment 
as "one of their own," and would thus assist with existing political 
problems. 

5) Having been exonerated by Sam Ervin, and named by Time 
Magazine as one of the Outstanding 200 Young Leaders in America, 
Buchanan emerged uninfected by Watergate. 

6) Buchanan has served the GOP in the last four national campaigns 
1966, 1968, 1970 and 1972 -- and thus should have considerable 
capital in the bank with the Party people, whom I could get in 
great numbers behind this nomination. 
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