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SENATOR PERcY, ILLiNoIs Mayors: IT IS A PLEASURE
TO BE WITH YOU HERE TODAY.

SENATOR PERCY ASKED IF [ WOULD JOIN YOU AND TALK
BRIEFLY ABOUT HOW THE WHITE HOUSE WORKS WITH STATE AND
LOCAL OFFICIALS, AND SPECIFICALLY, HOW IT RELATES TO YOU
As MAYORS,

LAsT OCTOBER, IN SKOKIE, ILLINOIS, THE PRESIDENT
AND | MET WITH A GROUP OF 3!t MAYORS FROM CITIES IN ILLINOIS,
INDIANA, WisconsinN AND MicHIGAN, As [ RECALL, THE PAST
PRESIDENT OF THE ILLINoIS MuniciPAL LEAGUE, GEORGE BERSTED
AND THE CURRENT PRESIDENT, FRED DUMKE OF OAKLAWN WERE IN
ATTENDANCE

OUR PURPOSE WAS TO EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF
SMALL CITIES AND TOWNS IN THE FEDERAL SYSTEM. !E COVERED A
NUMBER OF ISSUES AT THAT MEETING AND FOR THE PRESIDENT AND
THOSE OF US IN HIS PARTY, IT WAS A MEANINGFUL EXCHANGE,

] THINK INFORMAL WORKING SESSIONS SUCH AS THE ONE
WE HAD IN SKOKIE AND OTHERS AROUND THE COUNTRY AS WELL AS
SOME AT THE WHITE HOUSE, ARE AN INDICATION OF THE PRESIDENT'S
UNDERSTANDING OF THE IMPORTANCE OF GOVERNMENT ON THE LOCAL
LEVEL.
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THESE SESSIONS DEMONSTRATE HIS WILLINGNESS TO
LISTEN AND ALWAYS MAINTAIN AN OPEN DOOR POLICY AND GOOD
COMMUNICATION WITH MAYORS, COUNTY OFFICIALS AND GOVERNORS.
No PRESIDENT HAS PLACED MORE EMPHASIS ON GOOD RELATIONS
WITH MAYORS, COUNTY OFFICIALS AND GOVERNORS THAN PRESIDENT
ForD.

No PRESIDENT HAS PLACED MORE EMPHASIS ON CARRYING
OUT THE INDIVIDUAL AND RELATED ROLES OF THE THREE MAJOR
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT -- LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL --
THAN PRESIDENT FORD,

THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE CLEﬁS‘yIS BELIEF THAT WE
SHm{sﬁw OFaT!gD;?AL, STATE AND
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS BY RETURNING MORE POWER AND RESPONSIBILITY
TO STATES, COUNTIES, AND IN YOUR CASE, MUNICIPALITIES.

IN HIS STATE OF THE UNION SPEECH LAST JANUARY, THE PRESIDENT
SAID:
"WE MUST STRIKE A NEW BALANCE IN OUR SYSTEM
OF FEDERALISM -- A BALANCE THAT FAVORS GREATER

RESPONSIBILITY AND FREEDOM FOR THE LEADERS OF
OUR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.”



As EVIDENCE THAT HE MEANT WHAT HE SAID, LET ME
MENTION TWO SPECIFIC PRESIDENTIAL INITIATIVES:

1.  GENERAL REVENUE SHARING

IN APrIL 1975, PRESIDENT FORD SENT TO THE
CONGRESS AN EXTENSION OF GENERAL REVENUE SHARING
FOR 5 3/4 YEARS, WITH A PROVISION ADDING $159
MILLION TO THE PROGRAM. THAT WAS A TOTAL OF

$39.85 BILLION,

LAST WEEK, THE HoOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FINALLY
PASSED A GENERAL REVENUE SHARING PROGRAM. IT WAS
FOR 3 3/l YEARS, WITH NO ANNUAL INCREASE -- FOR A

TOTAL OF $24.3 BILLION,

To THE PRESIDENT, THE EXTENSION OF GENERAL
REVENUE SHARING IS ESSENTIAL TO STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS THROUGHOUT THE MATION. WE ARE HOPEFUL
THAT THE SENATE WILL NOT ONLY ACT PROMPTLY TO
PASS A GENERAL REVENUE SHARING BILL BUT IMPROVE
SUBSTANTIALLY ON WHAT THE HOUSE LEFT ouT. BuT HOW
SOON CONGRESS FINALLY ACTS ON REVENUE SHARING AND
HOW WELL, DEPENDS TO A GREAT EXTENT ON YOU, OTHER
MAYORS IN OTHER STATES, COUNTY OFFICIALS, AND
GOVERNORS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.



2.  BLock GRANTS

IN H1S STATE oF THE UN1oN MESSAGE, THE PRESIDENT
PROPOSED TO CONSOLIDATE PROGRAMS IN FOUR MAJOR
AREAS INTO BASIC BLOCK GRANTS THAT WOULD BETTER
SERVE THE NEEDS OF PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.
THEY WERE IN THE AREAS OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, COMMUNITY
SERVICES AND CHILD NUTRITION,

EACH OF THESE PROGRAMS WAS DEVELOPED BY THE
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET AND THE
DomEsTIC COUNCIL AFTER A SERIES OF DISCUSSIONS WITH
STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS ON HOW THESE PROGRAMS
COULD BE MADE TO WORK BETTER,

LEGISLATION WAS SENT TO THE CONGRESS ON ALL
OF THESE AREAS AND WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT CONGRESS
WILL ACT AFFIRMATIVELY ON THEM,

As FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE PRESIDENT'S CONCERN
FOR BETTER INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS IS HIS
EXPANSION OF THE OFFICE AND ITS RESPONSIBILITIES
LAST JANUARY. HE APPOINTED STEVE McCONAHEY, SPECIAL
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR INTERGOVERNMENTAL
AFFAIRS AND DIRECTED STEVE TO HAVE THIS OFFICE BECOME
MORE THAN JUST A POINT OF CONTACT FOR STATE AND LOCAL

OFFICIALS WITH THE PRESIDENT,



SPECIFICALLY, WE WANT TO FIND WAYS TO MAKE
EXISTING AND FUTURE PROGRAMS WORK BETTER FOR YOU
AND THE PEOPLE YOU ARE ELECTED JO SERVE. SPECIFICALLY,
“494.;g~_2..
WE WANT TO REDUC GOVERNMENT TO GOVERNMENT

D
peey
THAT IMPEDE YOUR WORK.

THE DomesTic COUNCIL IS TAKING A HARD LOOK AT
FEDERAL DOMESTIC POLICIES FOR ITS IMPACT ON CITIES
OF ALL SIZES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY,

OuR BROAD EFFORT IS TO WORK WITH YOU, IN
PARTNERSHIB SO THAT OUR DOLLARS AND OUR EFFORTS
AND OUR PROGRAMS ARE ALL MORE EFFECTIVE AND MOST
RESPONSIVE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTRY.

-
THANK YO%\AND NOw | WILL BE GLAD TO ANSWER ANY

QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.
\/
4/
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 11, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON

FROM: PAT DELANEY P D

SUBJECT: Luncheon Speech Before a Group
of Illinois Mayors -- 6/14/76

BACKGROUND

Senator Percy is sponsoring a federal seminar on federal-
state issues and the participants are principally Mayors
of cities in Illinois with populations of 5,000 and up.

In addition to the six work shops, HUD, Agriculture, etc.,
there will be three main speakers. Ralph Nader will open
the seminar, you will be the luncheon speaker, and Secre-
tary Butz will be the closing speaker.

The Senator's staff suggests a short speech as preparation
for the main portion of activity which will be Q&A's. The
questions will be written down and collected, and they will
be read by a Senate staffer.

Attached is a suggested short speech.
At Tab A is a copy of the briefing paper for our Meeting

with Mayors of Small Cities and Towns, which was held on
October 1, 1975, in Skokie, Illinois.

Attachments






































