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RECOMMENDED BICENTENNIAL EVENTS 

DATE 

2/ 6/76 

2/22/76 

2/22/76-
3/20/76 

2/ 27/76 

(/·; /l /76-
5/1/76 

4/76 

4/ 3/76 

4/13/76 

PLACE 

St. Augustine , Fla. 

George Washington 
Birthplace, Va. 

Ishpeming, Michigan 

Currie, N. Carolina 
(Moores Creek Nat'l 
Mili Park) 

New 

Rome, New York 
(Fort Stanwix Nat'l 
Monument) 

St. Louis, Missouri 

/.yr -'4/24/76 Washington, 

4/26/76 Valley Forge, Pa. 

5/ 4/76 Providence, R.I. 

"" 

I 

EVENT 
STAFF 

RECOM?vlEND 

Dedication of Nat'l Shr ine Yes 

of St. Photios honoring the 
first group of Greek i mmi-
grants to arrive in the New 
World 

George Washington 's Birthday Yes 

Celebration 

Induction to National Ski Hall Yes 

of Fame 

Pivotal Moores Creek Bridge Yes 

Battle Celebration 

Jefferson and Franklin Exhibit Yes 

at Metropolitan Museum 

Mount Vernon to New York 

reenactment of George 
Washington's journey to the 
Inauguration site 

Yes 

Dedication of newly reconstructed Yes 
' Fort Stanwix 

Special Thomas Jefferson 
Celebration 

Dedication of Bicentennial 
Grove in New Constitution 
Gardens (not firm) 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Address dinner of Military 

Chaplains Association 
Yes No 

Colonial Mus ic Festival 

Commermorate Winning of the 
"Northwes t" by Geo. Rogers 

Clark during the Revolution 
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DATE 

5/ 18/75-
6/16/7 5 

( 5/2 2/76 

5/ 26/76 
9/ 1/76 

6/1/76-
11/1/76 

6/1/76-
6/6/76 

El/76 -
6/8/76-
6/13/76 

6/15/76 

6/22/76-

6/ 23/76-
6/26/76 

6/ 24/76-
6/30/76 

6/ 27/76-
7/5/76 

6/30/76-
7/30/76 

RECOM?v1ENDED BICENT ENNIAL EVENTS 

PLACE EVENT 
STAFF 

RECOMM:ND 

Columbus , Ohio USA ' 76, The First 200 Years 

exhibit 
Yes No 

Bicen tennial Rededication of 

Statue of Liberty 
Ye~-

Farmington , Pa. 

Corning, New York 

Ambler, Pa. 

Mount Vernon, ~ 

Ambler, Pa. 

Fort Necessity Living History Yes 

Program 

Exhibit of American Glass of Yes 

the last 300 Years 

Pennsylvania Ballet Company Yes 

Temple University sponsored 
Festival on the Freedom Trail 

Opening of Sound and Light 
Show, gift of France 

Yes 

Royal Danish Ballet Performance Yes 

sponsored by Temple University 

Baltimore, Maryland Fort McHenry Flag Day Celeb. Yes 

Charlotte, N .Carolina Freedom Train in t..he city Yes 

Newport, Rhode Island Tall Ships arrive in the city Yes 

Anaheim, California National Square Yes 

Raleigh, North Carolina Freedom Train in the city Yes 

Syracuse, New York 

Washington, D. C. 

Natinal Intercollegi ate Rowing Yes 

Cha.,.--npionships ; pre-Olympic 

Regatta with foreign & uS crews 

Performing Exhibits on the Mall Yes 

(Salute to Working Ameri cans ) 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
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DATE 

7/1/76 

7/2/76 

x· ' 

V7/ 4/76 

7 I 4/76 

7/5/76-
8/1/76 

7/6/76-
7/8/76 

7/9/76 

7/l0/76 

7/17/76-
7/22/76 

8/14/76-
8/22/76 

_.------
( 9/l/76 
f ~ 9/15/76 

RECOMMENDED BICENTENNLA.L EVENTS 

PLACE 

Elmira, New York 

Newport, Rhode Island 

Washington, D. c. 

Claremont, Calif. 

Ambler, Pa. 

Washington, D. C. 

Pecos, New Mexico 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Barre, Vermont 

Huntington, vi!. Va. 

n 
'' 7 -· ~ 

EVENT 
STAFF 

RECOMMEND 

Exhibit of sculpture depicting Yes 
the works of Mark Twain, who 
was associated with the city of 
Elmira and is buried there. 

Parade of Tall Ships involving 

~ ves~~Nations 

OOth Birthday of the Signing 
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence 

Multiple Events 

Pan American Festival Week 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Concert of Summer Festival Yes 

Rumanian Zambir Gypsy Co. Yes 
performance, sponsored by 
Temple University 

·Dedication of National Yes 
Arboretum Bonsai Collection 
gift from Japan 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Indian Trade Fair of 1776 Yes No 
Encampment 

Torch lit from 1976 olympic Yvs No 
Flame will be carried Olympia 
tradition by Canadian & American 
runners from Montreal to Purdue 
University 

Old Time Fiddlers Contest Yes No 

Appalacnia.."'l Heritage Festival Yes No 
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DATE 

9/17/76-
10/16/76 

10/19/76 

ll/1/76-
12/l/76 

ll/1/76-
ll/30/76 

12/20/76 

RECO~fMENDED BICE:. 'TEN.NIAL EVE, TTS 

PLACE 

Flushing, New York 

Yorktown , Virginia 

Weelington, Ohio 

Rochester, New York 

EVENT 
STAFF 

RECOMMEND 

USA '76: The First 200 Years 

Bicentennial Era Commemora­
tion oi American Vi ctory at 
Yorktown 

Exhibit of Archibald Willard 
paintings 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Performance of the earliest Yes 
American opera, "The Disappoint­
ment" 

------

No 

No 

No 

No 

-----Memphis, Tennessee Liberty Bowl Game 

I 

_, . ' _,v.,_J .--J .. -.. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 23, 1975 

Tytn MARRS 
\/IM CANNON 

JIM CONNOR 
BOB GOLDw'rN 

I call to your attention the back page, which indicates those months 
in which there are no Bicentennial participation presently planned • 

... ···-·· . . .. 



.. 
RECOMMENDED 

June 14, 1975 
Fort Benning, Georgia 
200th Anniversary of Founding of the 
U.S. Army 

July 4, 1975 
Baltimore, Maryland 
11 0ur Country 11 Bicentennial Program 

at Fort McHenry 

OPTIONAL /POSSIBLE 

June 25-29, 1975 
Washington, D. C. 
American Folklife on the Mall Exhibits 

August 17, 1975 
Three Rivers, California 
Dedication of Bicentennial Grove of 

World 1s Largest Trees 

September 1-9, 1975 
Huntington, West Virginia 
Appalachian Heritage Festival 

October 2-10, 1975 
Lakeland, Florida 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society 

Convention 

October 10, 1975 
Detroit, Michigan 
200th Anniversary of Founding of the 
U.S. Nav-y 
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RECOMMEL\l'"D 

November 14-December 13, 1975 
San Antonio, Texas 
USA 176: The First 200 Years Exhibit 

TENTATIVELY DROPPED 
January 1, 1976 
Pasadena, California 
Tournament of Roses Parade 

May9, 1976 
Vincennes, Indiana 
Commermorate Winning of the "Northwest" 

by George Rogers Clark 

OPTIONAL/POSSIBLE 

October 17, 1975 
Washington, D. C. 
Ceremony Review & Reception for 

for Yorktown Irish Regiment 
sponsored by Irish Bicentennial 
Committee 

January 1, 1976 
Washington, D. C. 
Smithsonian Nation of Nations Exhibit 

January 17, 1976 
Washington, D. C. 
British Tattoo at Capital Centre 

April24, 1976 
Washington, D. C. 
Dedication of Bicentennial Grove in 

New Constitution Gardens 



.. 
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RECOMMENDED 

May 8, 1976 
Independence, Missouri 
Dedication of Harry Truman Momument 

Independence Bicentennial project 

May 22, 1976 
New York City 
Bicentennial Rededication of Statue of 

Liberty 

June 1, 1976 
Mount Vernon, Virginia 
Opening of Sound and Light Show, 
· gift from France 

July 3, 1976 
Washington, D. C. 
Honor America Ceremonies 

July 4, 1976 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Declaration of Independence Bicentennial 

OPTIONAL /POSSIBLE 

June 23-26, 1976 
Newport, Rhode Island 
Tall Ships arrive in the City 

July 1-31, 1975 
Washington, D. C. 
Performing Exhibits on the Mall 
(Salute to Working Americans) 



#' 

• In the following months the President's schedule does not show firm recommenda­
tions for Bicentennial participation in the months set out below. In some instances 
participation will occur if events currently listed as optional are accepted. Reference 
is made to the master list for a description of events carried as optional. 

August 1975 (unless he attends optional event-- Grove of Trees) 

September 1975 (unless he attends optional events -- Appalachian Heritage Festival) 

October 1975 (unless he attends one of the optional events-- Lakewood, Florida; 
Detroit, Michigan; or Washington, D. C.) 

There is no firmly recommended event for Commemoration of the 
Bicentennial Founding of the U.S. Navy in October or the Marine 
Corps in November. 

December 1975 

January 1976 (unless he attends optional event in Washington, D .C.--Smithsonian) 

or British Tattoo 

February 1976 

March 1976 

April 1976 (unless he attends optional event in Washington, D.C.--Greve of Trees) 

August 1976 

September 1976 

October 1976 

November 1976 

December 1976 
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Jl'-1i.C· actior1 recp_tii"ed byr : 

TC: JI2vL C-~~,~~<O:-~ 

\::" . 'J -' .... ~ • DIC~~ DTJ:~t-I_~:,-I --

FROM : Kathleen Ryan 
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( 
Blcenten.nial· /-
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CO\E.~ENTS: JHC asked me to review Perdita Hus ton's ideas. 

---
t/ 11/1;' 

,::r-! il 
DATE: 
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1
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I I ,.;L.:/LM./l~ b!/ f . . )(1; ~ 
-L-- ·I 

I . ~......_ . 

~~l2.t.:::~ial has b8err : 

\ ' ..... ,.;. 

·J im Canno::c 



May 9th 1975 

Dear Jim: 

I have entitled this collection "random thoughts for a 
possible message". 

The collection is of a series of capsules to be shifted, 
used, scuttled, as you see fit. 

This is a suggested start in a series of statements which, 
ultimately, could become a policy/campaign message --- if 
one would run on a participation ticket. 

My apologies, this is an all too rapid job. But let•s talk, 
and quickly. 

Warmly, .., 

Perdita Huston 

(I})_ 1 

\......-

f; 
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Possible Presidential message on the Bicentennial 

When the Declaration of Independence was signed and the revolution 
began, the new United States plunged into a perioo of national 
debate, soul-searching and learning. 

It was a long struggle. The prize to be gained was a new nation 
where freedan to develop human potential was the goal. 

We now recognize that freedan demands a constant struggle. We don 1 t 
just obtain it and sit back. We must labor constantly to retain this 
nost precious of possessions. 

The Arrerican people have done just that for ~ centuries. It has 
never been easy. And the struggle goes on. 

There are tlnse wlx> believe the past fe-w years have been particularly 
damaging to the American spirit. I stand here today to say that I 
cannot accept that view. 

I believe the contrary is true. 

We have passed through the recent crises with a renewed belief in 
our institutions. We have proved once again that our constitutional 
fonn of goverl1Irel1t -- built on the concept of checks and balances 
is strong enough to withstand the fraili ties of rren and of their 
policies. 

It is this strength which has fashioned the American character ... 
the national character which -we 'lf.Ould do -well to reflect upon during 
our Bicentennial era. 

- -
-l'k /) fh--1 tt f'.iJ_ f.,e ..fA ~ I 1 {I 

Today I wish to discuss with you my views on the approaching a::mnarora­
tion of~ senb:tr±e:!! er mtite:l st:aeelcocl and tell you of what I perceive 
to be an occasion for taking pride in our past and in our acccmplishnents 
but above all, an occasion to learn, to explore and to plan for the next 
century of national life. --

If -we review the past 200 years, -we will see triumphs and -we will see 
cause for humility. 

We, as a Nation, must ask the questions -we individuals often ask our­
selves: 

What have -we done -well? Where have -we gone astray? Have -we been true 
to the ideals -we believe to be just? 
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We can learn from the answers. That is my mpe for this era for I 
see the Bicentennial as a time to learn. A time to learn about our­
selves, past and present -- and to set the directions for our ccmron 
future. 

It is a time to mnor our people, display our accanplisl'lrents, exhibit 
our arts and examine the Arrerican experience. Our rich cultural life 
derives its quality from the diversity of our peoples. We are a Nation 
which respects its pluralisn, which takes pride in the infinite diversity 
of our sons and daughters, in the racial, ethnic and religious cultures 
with which they have enriched our lives. 

It is a time to take pride in that respect for self-expression. Indi­
vidualism IS the very essence of the Arrerican spirit. 

It is a time to learn about ourselves as a people with a oarnmon destiny. 
It is time to plan together for our ccmron future. 

-
;M~f 

Several years ago, wise m:m and w:men agreed to ei~ plans for a 
central Bicentennial event. If one city were to "oost" the Bicentennial, 
what w::>uld all other cities do? If t.""le Bicentennial was on the East 
coast, mw w::>uld the children of Iowa see it? 

Participation was the goal. 

'lbday, in every corner of this land, Americans are at w::>rk planning a 
carnaroration of this Nation's birth. 

In Fargo, North Dakota, children opened the sc]x)()l systan to scientists 
and futurists from afar. For they seek knowledge about their future. 

In Seguin, Texas ... etc ... for they want to involve all people in their 
Bicentennial plans. ---

The spirit of the Bicentennial is now everywhere. It is in every corn­
rrrunity of the country. 

The infinite variety of programs challenges the imagination and brings 
proof again of the creativity of our people . 

Leaders of women's organizations of all beliefs, feminist and tradi­
tional, have ccrre together with us to plan nationwide programs devoted 
to the understanding of our heritage, our culture and our ccmrunity 
structures. 

The Nation's religious leaders are meeting (May 23) for the same purpose. 



-3-

The American people look to the Bicentennial with expectation and oope. 
In their creative tradition, they wish to re-capture the detennination 
of the past and put it to v.ork for the Nation's future. 

This then, is the subject of my speech today. I want to tell you of 
the future rressage of the Bicentennial. The program is entitled 
"Horizons '76". The program has potential for making a lasting con­
tribution to the strength of American darocracy. 

We rrrust rerranber that this nation was founded by rren and waren wiD 
cared enough to participate in the affairs of state. That self-initiated 
involve.rrent has cane to be known as the Spirit of '76. 

We rrust now renew that spirit of self-reliance and of involverrent in 
the affairs of camrunity. Citizens are the source of change, of progress 
and are the strength of our system of goveri1Il'ellt. 

National unity begins and depends on local unity. IDeal unity is possible 
only through the participation of all citizens. We rrust involve ourselves 
again in the affairs of government. 

OUr Nation has grown all too quickly. Government has tried to keep 
abreast of that growth. S<.:rre criticize the federal goveri1Il'ellt: "it is 
too big", "over};X)Werful". The polls tell us that trust and confidence 
have broken down between goveri1Il'ellt and the people. Have we taken 
enough interest to see that representative government is well-infonred 
on what the people think? Have citizens cared enough to strengthen the 
very concept of involverrent in the affairs of governance? washington 
doesn't want to -- nor can it possibly -- influence ALL the affairs of 
government. 

If we believe in the rights of citizens, we rrust also recognize the 
responsibility of citizenship. 

This is where the Bicentennial Horizons program can be inspirational 
to those wiD v.ould set it right. Horizons seeks to prarote citizen 
involve.rrent in our camrunity affairs. 

Participation is the key. 

Dozens of cities and towns are using citizen involverrent techniques 
for planning the future of education, health, transportation, business, 
etc. 
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The Alternative Futures for washington program is an e:xaiTq?le of a 

state-wide citizen involvement effort of great significance to state 

future planning. A suburban e:xaiTq?le could be the nrunicipality of 

Cleveland Heights, Ohio where many ccmnunity groups have developed a 

coalition to make the township a vital part of their lives and ~ 

future. 

The Goals for Dallas program stands out as an e:xaiTq?le of how a major 

urban area involved the citizens of the ccmnunity in an examination 

of A!rJe future needs, set goals1 and made the necessary ccmni trrent to 

attain them. 

Federal legislation calls for citizen participation in its community 

affairs program€, , Yet the goverrurent cannot cause citizen involvement. 

It has to CCX'fE from the people themselves. -

Many foundations see citizen involvement teclmiques as the very essence 

of the survival of our ccmnunities and have SUf>IX>rted in a significant 

way, efforts of cities, states and townships to undertake programs where 

it is the people themselves who plan their future. 

The Bicentennial Administration's lbrizons program is researching these 

efforts and \\Ould hope that ccmnunities throughout the country will use 

examples such as these as they honor the Nation's Bicentennial by plan­

ning together for a rrore equitable and just future. We must learn to 

develop tools for citizen involvement and honor the success of those 

carmuni ties who have achieved this citizen involvement. 

The concept of "New Federalisn" is attenpting to renew the initiative 

of cormnmities and assist the participation process. It is up to the 

American citizen to take a rrore active role in planning how they can 

best determine their future needs and priorities. 

---------------------
This country was predicated on a belief in the ul tinate wisdan of people 

and their ability to govern themselves. 'I'lx:mas Jefferson wrote: 

"Whenever the people are well-infonra:l, they can be trusted with their 

own governi't'ei1t. Whenever things get so wrong as to attract their notice, 

they nay be relied on to set them to right_f." 

The Bicentennial, then, can be a tirre of re-dedication to the principles 

of citizen invol~~·t in lie affairs. The lbrizons program will 

assist conmunities ~ t by making available research tools in the 

field of citizen in ~ t. 

This is by no :rreans an easy task. It is a eAed:lunge.,- a unique challenge. 

I \\Ould hope that we are able to rreet that challenge and focus, together, 

on our camon future, our Nation's future and our Nation's place in the 

\\Orld of nations. 






































































































































































