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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

May 15, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: THE VICE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Domestic Council Meeting 

On February 13 you expanded the Domestic Council's 
mission so that it now includes assessing major 
national needs and developing alternatives for 
meeting them. 

On February 20, you approved a memo authorizing me 
to solicit from Domestic Council members their appre­
ciations of our national domestic needs and major 
policy problems. 

I invited members' responses on February 27. Digests 
of their replies were given to you on May l with my 
recommendation that we were now ready for a Domestic 
Council meeting. 

On May 9, Jerry Jones reported that you had authorized 
I 

a full meeting of the Domestic Council, to include a 
review of where Domestic Council studies are as well as 
those studies to be undertaken. 

The meeting has now been scheduled for Monday, May 19, 
at 10:00. By tomorrow afternoon I will have ready for 
you: 

a. Talking points for the meeting on Monday; 

b. A summary of material for distribution to 
Domestic Council members; 

As you know, this will be the first working meeting of 
the full membership of your newly expanded Domestic 
Council, since you took office. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

~:· :;1 ;' \..· WASHINGTON 

Mayl5, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Domestic Council Study: Federal Social 
Programs 

On tyiarch 6th, we first discussed the possibility of a Domestic 
Council Review Group for Federal Social Programs. In a memo . 
dated April l 7th (a copy of which is attached), Jim Cannon asked 
for your approval of a formal proposal to establish such a Review 
Group. 

It is likely that we will be faced with Congressional proposals 
for a wide variety of unrelated domestic programs that are 
politically popular but fiscally unsound. 

The proposed Revie~ Group would be the vehicle to: 

o Conduct an overall review of the effectiveness of 
existing domestic social programs: and 

o Develop positive and coordinated Ford Administration 
initiatives in domestic social policy. 

It is proposed that you launch the study with a message, followed 
by hearings across the country at which time Administration 
spokesmen would explain the need for a reexamination of these 
programs and ask State and local leaders for their recommen­
dations. 

By September, 1975, the Review Group would submit a series of 
options to you for your consideration and possible adoption for 
the 1976 State of the Union message. The options will cover the 
following areas: 

o Income transfer programs; 

o Alternatives for health financing and delivery; 
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o Social insurance programs. 

o Consolidation of existing categorical grant programs. 

o Allocation of functions and fiscal responsibilities 
between the levels of government. 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend that you endorse the establishment of a Domestic 
Council Review Group. 

APPROVE: ----------------
DISAPPROVE: 

------~ 

Attachment 
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FROi-/L; THE VICE P RESIDz~,~T 

I n a memo dated. Aj)::.- il 17th (copy of which is c..t~ached)r Jim 
Cannon asked for VO'..lr c..ooroval of the uro-:.Josc.l to establish ~ .J. .l.. J. ... 

a Domestic Co'...'.~C il Review G:;.·oup £or Fede::.-al Social Prog:;:-ams. 

It is likely thc..t we Vlill be heed \vith Co~g::-ess~-:>:-:;.al p:::op:)sals 
for a wide variety of unrelc..ted domestic p:-ogrc..rr:s that are 
p:)litically popula1· but fiscally unsou:1d. 

The proposed Review Group vrould b e the \-eh icle to: 

o Co .nd,_1.c~ a.n overc.ll re,tiev\.: of tl---...e effec~i.--= .. -er-~ess of 
existing domestic social p::.-ogrc__rns; aCJ.d ... 

o Develop positi-;.--e c;-nd coorcEnated ?ord Adm!.ni.strati.on 
initiatives in do!!"lestic social poE::y. 

It is p::coposed that you launch the study '''!.::h a r.:1.essc..ge, follo ·.vecl 
b)r hearings across the co~r:try- at \-;.:hie:}:. ~i:-=--:..e P!.C.r~1.i:1istratio:1 

spoke3men v1ould e:x:pl::: .. in the need for a r:':!:::-:a-;.-:::.,1ati.o"?1. o.f tltese 
programs c..nd aslc State and. lo::::c..l le3..de:::-s :::>:::- -::i-:e ir l·ecom<.nen­
cb .. tioYts . 

By September, 197 5 , the Review G::.-oup ·Ho:.:lC:. 3'.:~?:nit a s~ri.es o£ 
options to you for your co<csideration c..n.C. ::::::>sstble adop~:i.on fo::.­
the 1976 State o£ the U::t~O:rJ. L:Cessage. T:2e o::>-:.:~-:>Z"!3 will co\-er the 
.fo1lowin::t areas· C' . 

o Inconle tr;:cnsfcr pr·ograrns: 

o Altet·nati\rc s £o-r- }1 ~ 2..1. 1"1-l fin.:·_nci:-.!. 5 2-:--;. S. C. ::~liver·y-: 
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o . Social i.rrsur2.nce progra1ns. 

o ConsoEcbti.o':'l of e:-ci.sting catc:sc-.::-ic:al gce>_nt progr2.ms. 

o Alloco..tio:1. of ft.crrctio!ls and fi.s c:::.~ respoilS i.biliti.es 

bet'.veerc i.:h~ lev·els o£ governme.:::t. 

RECOJvi~vlEKDATION 

I recommer:d. ;::hat you endorse the estabEshment o£ a Do:c:1.estic 

Council Review Group. 

APPROVE: 

DISAPPROVE: 

Attachment 
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