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C0~.1M!TTEE FO~ THE RF.-ELECTION 0!=' THE PRESIDENT . . . . . 

Octcbcr 26, 1972 

- co::rrr:::-::iTIAt /E':ES O:il..¥ ---- - --------;-----

· MEHORA.'\DUZ.i FOR: THE HmmR.!'J3LE CUu\K HAC GREGOJ. 

_FRCH: ROBEP.T H. TEETER 

SU.l3Jt:CT: 
. . . .. -·. :. rolli£a 

Gorden Strachan has asked for my· .thoughts on polling between 

now ~nd the election. 
·' .. 

, First, I thin!-: that the slight &lippilgc l~e have obseT:"v.cid during 

the last fet-r uecks Clccoopanicd by sooe }!cGovern gair. ,.:ill cont.~ue 

and proh.:bly acct::lerate durin:; the lest 10 days. 1'hare are in 

r::ost of Lhe m:-!.jor stat:e:G three or four ti.ues es many t.£r:clecidcd' 

D~;.1ocru::.~ .~;:d tlc~~c-t.:.::;pl:f.ttcrs as Rc!mbliczns • 

The argu1aents against doing any polling this weekend are that 

l1e do not h.:wc the ability to r..tct on th'? dctta as thr- U:ne is past . . 

t~~l ~2 cculcl vu~c eny cisnificact ndj~~t2~n~s in tha allocation 

of any of our resources - scheduling, ~c.ivertising or organization. 

·The arguments for doing some p?lling this \-Jee~end are: 

Tlwt is uould give us some "pe[tce of mind" data anc minj_cize 

the apprehension o:L panic th.:.t might set in the first of" the wee!~ • 

It \·1ould serve as a snfcty mcc.eure to make sure that the m::>n~men:: 

to HcGovern is not accelerating at a rate that t'ould jeopardize 

our chances· of carrying the major states • 

It ,.:ould give us a currt!nt n1cesure of the Vietnam situation 

· and it!pact of the peace cliscus~ions. 

It '-1ould allmo1 us t.o get som~ trend data 011 the corruption 

issue and see if the coverage of the Post stories and HcGovern's 

charges had any.significant_cffect. 

If we decide to poll I think that the intcrvie~ing should be done on 

Saturcay and Sunday \-:ith the data nvailnble late Hondz.y. Data l:ill 

be a..-dlr.hlc rn 'fhur~day ~nd Frid.'1~' - frClr: scver.-:1 · st~te publJc pclls 

thrtt ~ -~- ~. 1-- J~ :,'t:• ~.,.,hJ -~~~ ~ 1 '~'1 ~,_ ~ : 1d : ·: ~?· t:t~ r~ hr·t·J.c.l d~ p!to:1e s .: : ~ ·- :,lc:s ;nf 5CO 
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woulu usa the sci:!'! qucsti~n't.,:,i:!.·c~ ~s t:e> used in previous t::::lcphone 
pella i~cl~~;n~ t~a ccrru~ticn q~~stio~s ~ittc the 2ddition cf 
questions on Vietnam. 1'he areo:ts I thin~ lo'e sl".ould cover -;.~ith regard 
to Vi.atnO'I:-~-~rl!: . Coutd ;:r. ha-.·e -c:c-.ue th~ sc~e settlc:::e:1t t:c <·.-:c · 
making earlier1, Is· the PresiC:ent \£Sin; Vietn.:-.n: reace for t:olitical 
pl':;:-poses?, Arc Y;<;! all<'•dn; Th:ieu to dictate. o\.~r action£ and. has 
tha ~r~sident s..,-itched to what has ·been ess•entially t-he l{cGovern 
position? , · · -

If \o7e d:> .. these polls, it w~ll cost us $'+-StOOO per state and we 

would use ORC. 
' 

Rcco-:!:~~nd;tt:f.on: That \~e roll et least ttt10 of the four states 
Pt:.ntioned c.':Jove o\·cr this t·:~ckend • 

lf this reco~endi.'.tion is approved, I \·lill h~"'e a questicn~aire 
for ~ou later t~dcy. 

Approve~-------------------- Disapprove~---------- Comments ____ ...-...-------------
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