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Committee for the Re-election of the President 

MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

-StmJECT: 

__ october 17, 1972 

'IB.E HONORABLE ~· lfAC GREGoR 

ROBERT M. TEETER 

Final Polling 

Attached is a schedule for the next series of telephone polls which 
would run through October 30. Assuming we continue our phone polling 
through Novecber 5, we will spend $24,000 less than our tQtal budget 
allocation. If 'tV'e also do personal interview studies in '!>few York 
and California later this ~eek they will cost us an additional $30,000 
which would put us about $6 ,_000 over our budget. There are three 
alternatives which would keep us within budget: 

· i. To conduct one personal :interview study in_ either New·"tork or 
California and continue with daily polls through Novembex::· s. 
2. To terminate our telephone interviewing with our current ser~es 
on October 30. This would save $15,000 and allow us to do personal 
interview studies· in both New York and California and still end up 
a few thousand.under budget. · 

3• To terminate our telephone interviewing this weekend (October 22), 
wh~ch would sav~· $30,000. This saving along with the $24,000 remaining 
in the budget would allow us to do five· personal interview studies 
over the weekend. We would then finish about even or just slightly 
over budget. 

My recommendation is that we terminate the phone· interviewing this 
Sunday, October 22, and do personal interv~ew studies late this week 
in -New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois and California. Data 

·would be available next Tuesday or Wednesday. If any of these states 
appear to be sliding or in serious trouble, we would have the option 
of doing a quick panel or regular telephone study in that state any 
time during the last ten days. 

. .. 
The advantage of this last course of action is that we will have 
absolutely reli~ble data that we are confident to act on during the 
last tvo weeks of the campaign. I.do not have this confiden~e'in 
the telephone data we have received during the past three weeks. 
This problem may be with the weighing of the data or, in fairness 
to OR~ in the phone technique itself. There is so~e evidence.that 
in a year when one candidate is far ahead and appears ~o be an 
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obvious landslide, some people are hesitant to tell a telephone 
interviewer that they are going to vote for McGovern and may tend 
to show a preference for Nixon because it is the socially accepted 
position. This may well be the reason that our telephone polls, 

-the Yankelovich studies and Sindlinger all have consistently shown. 
larger margins through the Fall than the personal interview studies. 
This problem is minimized w;th the secret ballot te~hnique. Our 
test with !-lichigan over the weekend +eads me to believe that this 
is at least a-portion ·of the'problem. ORC did Michigan on the 
telephone at-exactly the same time that MOR was -doing the Detroit 
News Poll. ·The News poll was a personal interview study which· 
used an exact duplicate of the Michigan printed ballot with vignette 
and straight ballot boxes.· It gave us a margin of 13%. Regardless 

.of how the telephone poll was weighed, it gave us a margin of 23-25%. . . 

Recommendation: That we terminate our telephone interviewing this 
Sunday and do personal interview studies with secret ballots in 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois and California beginning 
as soon as possible.with the data ~vailable Tuesday and Wednesday. 
the 24th and 25th. If you definitely want to finish under budget 
we should cut one of these • 

Approved: ___ _ Disapproved: _______ __ Comment: 
------~---------

Attached is a dr~ft of a questionnaire I recommend we use for any. 
personal interview studies we do. We will have to keep the interview 
this short in order for the companies involved to turn it around in · 
our time limit. We will, of course, include all major state races 
on the ballot. 

. . 
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.. 
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STATE· . 

West Virginia 

New Hampshire 

Washingt~n , 
Pennsylvania 

Illinois 

ohio 

New Jersey 

Connecticut 

New York 

California 

Michigan 

Maryland 

Wisconsin · 

(!)~ "" ·r·; " (I·' • .---. 
'I 

/.]") /Ji, ·r! t -u:-" · .. ~.. <t:·, . . 

• 

lAST DATE· 
NmmER OF TO CHA.':GE FLASH 
LT-iTERVIEl.JS : QUESTIONNAIRE REPORT 

. 
40~ (Noon) 10/17 

400 

400 

500 

:sao . ' 

N/A · 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A .. 

10/17 

10/18 

10/18 

10/20 

10/22 

. . 

FULL 
REPORT 

10/19 

10/19 

10/20 / 

~ 
. 10/21~ 

I 

10}24~ 500 

500 

400 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

10/24 . 10/25 ~ 

500 

500 

500 

400 

10/20 . . 
10/1~ 

·• 

10/24 ·1~ 
10/26 ~0/2?--

10/26 

10/27 

10/28 

' 400 . 10/20 .. 10/28 

10/27 

10/28 

10/30 

10/30 
I 

·f ~--\~ 
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Rallo, l'a Hr1. froaMarket Opinion leeearch, a national reaearc~ 
co.panr vlth headquarter• 1a Detroit. ._ are aakin& a atudy of problema and 
polia:ica.l Ucuru 1a and -.til like. to have )'OUI' op1at011a. 

f; 
· (etace ~)· 

Ara 10U - rectatere4 to vote bare 1a f ns (CO to q, 2) • • • 1. 
(state -> MO (eo-:ro-q.la} • :L.. 

' • ' ""j (.~~!'-. 
a •. • Do 1011 lnt'iacl to t'e&tater ao r- win 1Ht abla to vote in tu 1972 

•
1 ~eddential electlOIIf. · · 1 ;ns (CO to q. · :!) • • • 1 

~ • '!'10 (T!llMl:u.TE) '• • • :::. 
;. \o'bat 4o rou thJ:ak are the 110at illportnt pr:ob~ factq tba VD.tted Statu 

aa a MUll!' at tld.a U..f (PROBE) 

Do )'OU a'PProve or disapprove of the va)' IU.chaz'4 
Hi:&OII u l!.uclliq Ilia job u Preaidantr 

.Ul'ltOV£ • 
DISAPPROVE 
110 Ol'IJIOll 

• Do )'OU apP,rove or diaapprova•of the vay Preeideet 
· Nf.aoo ia l!.uclUn& the Vletaaa a1t1.16t1oll.'f 

.Ul'ltOV£ •• 
DISAPPROVE 

·110 OPISIO!f ..... 
\ 

'\. Do you A'PProve or diaapprove of the vay Preaicl.'ut llf.aoa APPROVE. • 
1& dea.lin& with tba eco!IOIIW: condtttona ill tbia countryf DISAPPRO\~ • • 

110 OPlNlO!f 

Oll'E'RVU:~'Elt: ROTATE ntE Otul!R n; l.1UCH !OU ASX QUESTIO~S 8 A.'m 9• 

l 
2 

•• l 

1 
•• 2 

• 3 

• 1 
• 2 
• 3 

\

llov vould yon rate Richard. Jlf.aon ill teras of hia ability 
to bandle tba job of Presideet ~ very able, fairly able, 
DOt ver, able, uot at all ablef 

~ ' a. 

\
. . . ·.· 

VEllT ABLI • 1 
FAIRLY A!LI • • • • 2 
NOT VUt ABLE. • • 3 
1101' AT ALL ABLI. • •• 4 
DOl ., ltHOV • . • • • • s 

. 11ov WOIIld you rate C.oqe lfi:Covero ill teras of Me ability 
o ha11d.le tbe job of Pruid. ant - very able, fairly able. 

DOC "M'f:.Y abla0 IIOt at all ablef 
.. . . . 

vtllY ABLE •• 
FAI.RI. Y A! I.E • 
NOT \"EU ABLE. 
JIOt AT ALL .ABU:. 

.,.. .. DOII't DOW' ••• 

{.-..;._ llov. 1 1a coins to hand ~ a ~&mple alectin ballot. I would like )'OU to : 
\.:}urk ic juat u you would if che ele~cion were Hia& held today. 

Hare i.a auoc1Htr ballot an which you c:.&ll iaclicate bov atroqly you feel about 
tbe candidace you voted for Oil the iample baJ.+ot. · :neue urk che podtioa 
Oil it tlult but descri!Hia JOUI'.' ft~e~. • 

Pleue ~t ell.- 1a the eovetope, seal it, aacl ncuro it to-· 

• 1 
z 
l 

• 4 
• 5 

t Ill the electioll this fall will you definitely vote, 
j probably vote • oay or aay !lOt vote, probably DOt • DEFISITELt VO'fE 1 

PROlWILY VOTE • 2 
· vote, or definitely DOt vote! 

~ Bow eerioua of a probl• d~ you t~~ corrupt!Oil ''"! ~ 1a ill the federal &oven~~~~eot - very eer:loua • . 

MAY OR ~fAY !lOT VO:Z • 3 
PEFI~ll'ELY !lOT .V~ , 4 
DOll' T IQIOW. • • • • • S 

VERY SERIOUS ••. • • • 
FAlRLY SE'RIOOS • • 
NOT VERY SE'It.IOOS • 
ROT AT AU. SilU01:S 
JlOH't DIOW • • • • • 

• • 1 

! fairly eedoua, !lOt Vel'}' .. rioua or Aot at &11 
aeriou.af · 

I: '·u. Are there any rac:ent n:amplea of c.orrupt!Oil or 
"'-.. lnfl11eace pecldlinc that you. ~ tbi:lc of aacl 
"- tbat conc:ero you and vbat are thayl · 

(lF "SPECtFlC AKSWER,• ASK:) · ' 

lla. \1111 tbie ~~:aka you moce Uuly to vote 
for llicbard Nixon, more Ukely :.o vota 
for C.orce McCovero or not uke ally 

~ d:lfferaoce to you wbea 7011 vote thia FalU 

·\.. 12. Do you think Georse McGovero u IU.c:hard lblon 
"--..,woqlcl do the better job of lteepins corruptioa 

. and 1nflvence peddlint out of '&:be federal 
, · CoveJ:IIIUilt over: tha uat fo11r yun? 

~Senator t'..cCoven hu char:&~ t.hat the Nf.aon 
'- adoiniatration 11 one of the :osc corrupt in 

history. So~~ ~eople have.said that this is 
e1::ply a politl~al charge by a d.:,.rl!r.te 
politician who ~a fnr behind. Other• agree . 
Y1tll hi.:. an.l cLink l'roaLd~n: ::aon ::cede to 
an-wer a~d ~xpl•in thoao char&oa. ~,ich side 
do JOU 4iCCC Vithf 

. . .. . 

• % 
• l ... 

• • 5 

MORE LIULT VOTE KIXml • 1 
• • MORE LIKELY VOTE McGO\'E'RS. , 2 

NOT twa: .t:."l l>IF'FERENC.t ••• 3 
DON't DIOW • • • • 4 

GEOIUZ HeCOV!Ra. • '1 
llCHAJID I(IX03, • • • 2 
JlOH'T JCNO'Ii • • • • 3 

POLtTICAL CHARGE Bf 
DESPERATE P0%.1T1CUM. • 1 

MOST CORRI:FT IJ>.'i4!l'ISTRAT1 :.s 
A.~D NEEDS t.~PLAINlNG. • 2 

DO.~ 'T INOV • • • • • • • • • l 
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Cene~ally !peaking. do you conside~ yourself a 
Republicaa, a Deaocrat, an Independent or vhat:1 

II. In the last general election in which you~te4, 
which answer on this card (~~ POLITICAL CARD) 
best describes how you voted tor state and local. 

'offices sucb as Governor and Senator? 

III. For whoa did you vote for President in 1968! • 

Nov a few questions for statistical purpqsea ••• 

IV. 'What is your approximate age! (SHOW AGE CAliD) 

. . ,. . 

v • 'What ·u the last lrade of school· you completell'l 

': 

.. . 
VI. 'Wbat is your reli&ion'l 

VII. (BY OBSE'RVATlml) RACE: 

•• (IF "NO" AS!<:) b aay member of your baediata 
family•& union member •. 

XI. (BY OBSERVATION) Sex: 

XII. (SHOW INCOME CARD) ~~ich ~lassiflcatiou !Deludes 
your tOTAL r~~llLY u;co~ in 19)1 before tu.es'l 

lU:PtJl!LICAN. • • 
D."!>£PEN'DEN1' • • 
DL'fOCIAT 
DC: 't.. DOW • • 

.. . 
• 1 
• % 
.3 ........ 

sn.\ICBT DEMOCRATIC • 1.. 
MOSTLY DEMOCR.\TIC • • · %. 
A FEt.: MORE DE.'!OCRA'tS 
T.~ REPt;BL:CA"iS • • 3 · 

ABOUT EQUALLY FOil 
B.>Tli PARTIES • • • ., 4- ·· 

A FEll HOltE RIPUBUCANS 
T.:W: DEMOCIW'S • • • 5 

MOSTLY REPUBLICAN • • 6 
STiAIGHT REPt:BLICA..'t • 7 
NEVER VOTED • 8 
DO:i 't KNOW • I 

NI.XOH • ••• 
Hl.':MPHR.EY • 
WA:.LACE • • 
DON'T VOTE ... 
Do::' 't ICNOW • • 

17-20 
21-24 .... 
25-29 •••• 
3G-34 •••• : 
35-39 .... 

..... 

.1.. 

..2. 
• 3 
.. 4 
• 5 

• Ol.. 
• o:. 
• 0:: 
.. 04. 
.Cl.! 

• 40-44 
4.5-49 
so-54 

....... !" .. Q6. 

~~ ........ -
.G':i 
.. 'Of. 
• a=. 
.. l.C 

• 65 AND OVEJ1 • - ... .. 1.:... 
ltEFuSED • • • - .. ... I:.. 

CRADE SCliOOL OR LESS.: 
(Graces 1-8) • • • • 

SOME F.ICH SCHOOL • • 
CRADun.TED HICH 5CHaat. 

• (Graces 9-12) 
VOCATIO:W./TECHNICAL 

---

SCHOOL ••••••• ··--· 4-
SOME COUEGE 
GRADUATED COLLEGE • 

. POS'I CR.c\DDATE VORlt 
IEFUSED • • • • 

. -.... ·-. 
ROMAN CA'IHOLIC. 
PROTESTA!;T (eg. Baptisi. 
Methcdist, etc.) .:... 

JEWISH. • • • • • • • • • -
· OTBiR (SPECIFY) ' 

WID • • • • • • • • • 
lt"EGRO • • .. t.· -

ORIENTAL .... •· 
SPANISH-A.'WtlCAH • • ... 
OTHER (SPECIFY). _ 

n:s 
NO . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

~ -
-. .. ... 
. . •. .. 

Q-$2 ,999 • • •• 
$3, OOG-$:., 999 
$S,OOC-$!',999 
$6,00C-$-;i .999 
$7 ,OOC-$~.999 
$10,0C~-514,999 •.•• 
$15 ,O~O-S24 ,999 
$25,0C.O A.\'D OVER. 
IEFUSE.D • • • • • 

, 




