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Data 0:1 Ol<.ler /:...ericans ~ SUB~ECT: 

~;z I ~ave reviewed )-our -znalysis of th~ polling data and would o:fer 
the follo~!ir.:; suzge:stions and obsel:Vations. Overall, I i::elie;.·e 

>.. you have corrcctl~' stated the cot:tclusicns !rem the data. Ol~;r 
CO Americans hc:vc generally r.:ore favora!:Jl.e pe1:cept:!.:ms abo!.lt th~ 

President and his h"~:1cU.ng of isst1es than eny o:.::ter votii:; b::c •. 
This makes this group especially it&tportant in the November 
election. The trial heat dc:ta sho~1s older A."!!c:-ic<:ms voting :or 
the l'resid~:::: at .. a n:;;ch hizher rate th<m uny ct:.~r group. I:-1 
light of ·:hi:S·, a massive turnout drive shc·ulcl be; i1:1plcr.H~r:ted, 

and a surport of direct ntail effort should be considered. T!'l<!re 
are several areas of the country, ho~-1cver, ;,;-here the Pres.iden~ 's 
level of· sup~ort tdth older Americans is consj d;::·ably lot:er t::an 
it should be. I would suggest that special e::np::asts be r.ade :o 
improve our level of support with older A'ffierica:;s in the foll·::~-ling 
priorities: 

• Hissouri (Primarily rural) 
Oregon 
Texas 
Wisconsin 
1-!aryland 
Indiana 
California 
Pcnn.sybania 
New York 

• 

In terms of iss·ues, the economic pocketbook issues are significantly 
more import::mt tdth this voter group than with other groups. This 
is especially true-with taxes, inflation, and the economy. I would 
see this as related to other personal economic r.atters, such as 
social security, health and other retirt'~ent ber.afits. It is true 

.that Vietnam continues to beth~ leading issue ~ith this grou?; 
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• ho~;cvcr, it is less ir::i:JOrt.::nt \·:ith older l::::ericans than other 
votin~ blCics. . ,., 

Gcr.(!rally older :\;::~ric.::ns pcr::d.vc the Pre:sicent 's h.:;ndlins of 
issl!cs ·more f .::vorabl y t~cn an:.;. o the:- broup. He is r<>nked hir,~cs t 
en r::~st is~ues, ~ith t~~ . cxcc p t~on of b~~sin:, ~r~gs, unc:::~l~r~~nt, 

cr~e, and . gen~ral unrest. These ln~ter issues are less i~?~rtnr.t· 

thaa th~ e:cono;;-.i.c puci-~ett0ok p:rctle;:s. Ti!e:c~fore, I would sucgcst that 
e:::-.phasis be n.::.de in the econo:":lic arca r::akin3 sure th.:1t ''e. co·:.::r the 
other important issues, such as, Vietnam. 

If ~here are any other questions, be sure to call. 
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