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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN COMMENCEMENT ,
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN, SATURDAY, MAY 4, 13974

PRESIDENT FLEMING, FACULTY AND FRIENDS,
PARENTS AND STUDENTS, MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF
1974 OF MY GREAT ALMA MATER,/GREETINGS AND
CONGRATULATIONS.,

| APPRECIATE YOUR WARM WELCOME.
WARMER THAN | EXPECTED.



WAY HERE WASﬁﬁi PROCLATIMING "JERRY FORD IS

A NEO-FASCIST."

SAY
WELL, I MUST ABMET | DON’T KNOW MUCH

ABOUT NEO-FASCISTS.
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WHEN | GRADUATED HE RE IN 1935, A FEW
OF US IN THE STUDENT BODK/@?%% BEGINNING TO
WORRY A LITTLE ABOUT SOME REAL FASCISTS,
ADOLF HITLER AND HIS ALLIES IN EUROPE AND ASIA.

MAYBE WE DION’T WORRY ENOUGH, BECAUSE
ABOUT SIX YEARS LATER MANY OF US WENT OFF FOR
FOUR OR FIVE YEARS TO TAKE ON THOSE REAL
FASCISTS, THOSE OLD FASCISTS, AND NOT WITH
SIGNS AND SHOUTS UNDER THE SHELTER OF THE

———

CONSTITUTION,
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SO IF JERRY FORD IS A NEW FASCISTS, |
GUESS WE TAMED THOSE OLD FASCISTS FAIRLY WELL.

AND THE EXUBERANT SIGNS, /ACTUALLY A
SAFE FORM OF TELEGENIC STREAKING FOR THOSE
WHO HAVE NOTHING TO EXPOSE BUT THEIR MINDS,|
ADD TO THE EXCITEMENT OF THIS HAPPY HOMECOMING.
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WHEN | WAS AN UNDERGRADUATE A POPULAR
YOUNG NOVELIST NAMED THOMAS WOLFE WROTE A BOOK
CALLED "YOU CAN’T GO HOME AGAIN," HIS TITLE
STATED A CRUEL RULE OF LIFE:/IN GENERAL, YOU
CANNOT RETURN TO THE SCENES OF YOUR YOUNGER
OAYS AND RECAPTURE THE HAPPINESS THAT MEMORY

HAS STORED AWAY WHILE ERASING THE BAD MOMENTS.
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BUT THERE ARE TWO PLACES | ALWAYS FEEL
AT HOME. ONE IS THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
WHERE | SERVED 25 YEARS BEFORE BECOMING OUR
COUNTRY?S FIRST "INSTANT VICE PRESIDENT" LAST
DECEMBER 6TH.

THE OTHER PLACE WHERE 1 WILL ALWAYS FEEL
| BELONG IS THIS BEAUTIFUL AND HOSPITABLE
CAMPUS. HERE | SPENT FOUR MEMORABLE YEARS
THAT MADE POSSIBLE THE NEXT FORTY -- WELL, IT
IS REALLY ONLY THIRTY-NINE.
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AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE WHO HAVE
BEEN WONDERING, SINCE | BECAME VICE PRESIDENT,
WHETHER OR NOT | AM ABLE TO MAKE THE RIGHT
DECISIONS -- | SAY WITH PRIDE THAT | TURNED
DOWN CHANCES TO GO TO HARVARD..evvsuuseeesss
AND TO MICHIGAN STATE,




o
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THQNKS TO HARRY KIPKE, | HAD A JOB
o~ %o /
HE - FOR MY MEALS,I WAITE

% D

- ON TABLES AT THE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAH. I
VwﬂyREMEMBER | BUDGETED MYSELF $2 PER WEEK FOR
ENTERTAINMENT AND SPENDING MONEY. BUT SINCE
| DID PART OF MY HASHING IN THE STUDENT
NURSES? CAFETERIA, | NEVER FELT SHORTCHANGED
ON THE SOCIAL SIDE,




- -

UNDERGRADUATES WEREN’T ALLOWED TO HAVE
CARS THEN, SO WE NEVER HAD TO WORRY ABOUT
GETTING ENOUGH GASOLINE. THERE WASN’T ANY
TELEVISION, SO IF YOU WANTED TO SEE A FOOTBALL
GAME YOU HAD TO GO TO IT BY FOOT, BUS OR
TRAIN. 1T HAS GOTTEN AROUND THAT | PLAYED A
LITTLE FOOT?A%E?EE“‘{ER’%W-‘- ND&TDID WEAR MY
HELMET -- BUT | HAVE SKILLFULLY VANAGED TO
CONCEAL THAT | STUDIED ECONOMICS. THERE HAVE
ALWAYS BEEN TOO MANY AMATEUR ECONOMISTS IN
WASHINGTON.
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| HAVE BEEN, TRYING TO REMEMSER MY OWN
COMMENCEMENT. FOR THE LIFE OF MES1 CAN’T
REVEMBER WHO THE SPEAKER WAS Jor_wHAT HE salD.
| AM PROBABLY DOING SOME FINE AMERICAN A
DISSERVICE/QND | EXPECT THE SAME TREATMENT

39 YEARS FROM TODAY.

LET ME SMKWT WITH A QUOTATION FROM
ONE OF THE GREAT WORLD LzADERS OF THIS CENTURY
WHOSE WORDS HAVE BEEN READ BY MILLIONS.
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“OEMOCRACY 1S CORRELATIVE WITH
CENTRALISM AND FREEDOM WITH DISCIPLINE. THEY
ARE THE TWO OPPOSITES OF A SINGLE ENTITY,
CONTRADICTORY AS WELL AS UNITED, AND WE SHOULD
NOT ONE-SIDEDLY EMPHASIZE ONE TO THE DENIAL
OF THE OTHER.

4 WG
W"" MWITHIN THE RANKS OF THE PEOPLE, WE
CANNOT DO WITHOUT EREEDOM, NOR CAN Wz DO
WITHOUT DISCIPLINE, WE CANNOT DO WITHOUT
DEMOCRACY, NOR CAN Wt DO WITHOUT CENTRALISM.™
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THIS 1S ONE OF THE THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN
MAQ, TAKEN FROM THIS LITTLE RED BOOK WHICH |
WAS GIVEN TWO SUMMERS AGO DURING MY TRIP TO
THE PEOPLE?®S REPUBLIC OF CHINA WITH THE LATE
HALE BOGGS, MAJORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE. THIS
WAS ONE OF THE MOST FASCINATING EXPERIENCES
OF MY LIFE,




| DO NOT SUGGEST | HAVE 3EEN CONVERTED
BY THE THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN MAG. WORDS LIKE
DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM HAVE DIFFERENT MEANINGS
IN GHINA AND IN AMERICA. AS AMERICANS, it
FOUND THE PEOPLE?S REPUBLIC OF CHINA RATHER
SHORT ON BOTH DEMOCRACY AND FREEDQOM !AND LONG
ON DISCIPLINE AND CENTRALISM.
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CHAIRMAN MAO’S DEFINITION OF DISCIPLINE
FOR THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY, FOR EXAMPLE,
IS STATED VERY EXPLICITY: « &lﬁéa

1. THE INDIVIDUAL IS SUBORDINATE TO
THE ORGANIZATION.

2. THE MINORITY 1S SUBORDINATE TO THE
MAJORITY.

3. THE LOWER LEVEL IS SUBORDINATE TO
THE HIGHER LEVEL, AND

4. THE ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP IS SUBORDINATE
TO THE CENTRAL COMMITIEE. AJqw?-

S o e et

ﬁi‘»‘_‘u ~—
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HOWEVER HARD THAT WOULD BE FOR AMERICANS
OF ANY POLITICAL PARTY TO SWALLOW, | IMAGINE
CHINESE WHO HAVE GROWN UP SINCE CHAIRMAN MAO?S
REVOLUTION WOULD FIND THz DEZFINITIONS OF
FREEDOM IN OUR BILL OF RIGHTS EQUALLY ALARMING.




P ™ tn. Qe Oplee
WHEN | WAS IN MY JUNIOR YEAR HERE,
CHAIRMAN MAO WAS LEADING THE FAMOUS "LONG
MARCH" OF HIS COMRADES TO THE INTERIOR OF
CHINA. WHEN WE STUDIED WORLD AFFAIRS IN THE
1930°S, WE WERE ALMOST OBLIVIOUS TO THEM,
BELIEVING THAT THE WESTERN-STYLE DEMOCRACY OF
OR. SUN YAT SEN WAS BRINGING CHINA OUT OF HER

LONG ISOLATION AND JIVISION,
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I THOUGHT%E THIS WHILE SPENDING
H

100 M. B & 30 4N
ALMOST A WHOLE NI T IN ANH‘MTED CONVERSATION

WITH PWI 9 A VETERAN OF THE
LONG MARCH AND AS GRACIOUS A HOST AS HE IS A
TOUGH DEBATER, PROBABLY THE PREMIER THOUGHT
OF CONGRESSNMAN BOGGS AND Mt AS MERE 30YS, FOR
HE AND CHAIRMAN MAO HAVE BEEN AROUND A LONG
TIME.
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BUT ALMOST THE ONLY CHINESE WE SAW WHO
WERE OLDER THAN OURSELVES WERE CHINA’S TOP
ECHELON OF LEADERS. THE OVERWHELMING
IMPRESSION ONE BRINGS AWAY FROM A VISIT TO
THE PEOPLE®S REPUBLIC IS THAT IT IS _A COUNTRY
OF YOUNG PEOPLE. PERHAPS MOST OF MY GENERATION
OF CHINESE PERISHED IN THE LONG WAR WITH JAPAN
AND THE REVOLUTION THAT FOLLOWED -- | DO NOT
KNOW, BUT WE SELDOM SAW THEM. WE DID SEE AND
TALK TO LITERALLY HUNORERDS OF DEDICATED AND
DISCIPLINED YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN WHO GREW UP
AFTER WORLD WAR IT AND WHO LIVE BY THE THOUGHTS
OF CHAIRMAN MAO.,
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WHEREVER WE WENT, TO RURAL COMNUNE OR
FACTORY OR SCHOOL, WE WERE STRUCK BY THE
INTENSITY OF THEIR MOTIVATION TOWARD THE
COMMON GOALS SET FOR THEM BY THEIR LEADERS.
THE DESIRE OF TODAY’S CHINESE TO REFORM THEIR
SOCIETY THROUGH THEIR OWN RESOURCES AND BY
THEIR OWN HARD WORK, AND THEIR APPARENTLY TOTAL
BELIEF IN AND JEVOTION TO THEIR SYSTEM OF
GOVERNMENT, 1S BOTH TREMENDOUSLY IMPRESSIVE
AND A LITTLE FRIGHTENING TO AMZRICANS.
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THIS WAS PARTICULARLY TRUE AMONG
STUDENTS, ALTHOUGH WE SAW ONLY ONE UNIVERSITY,
AND IT WAS ALMOST DESERTED. DURING THE SO-
CALLED GREAT CULTURAL REVOLUTION, CHAIRMAN NAO
DECIDED THAT UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WERE GETTING
T00 BIG FOR THEIR BRITCHES, TOO FAR REMOVED
FROM THE REALITY OF THE WORKERS? AND PEASANTS?
HARD STRUGGLE FOR SU3SISTENCE.
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SO CHAIRMAN MAO, WITHOUT WAITING FOR
ANY ACT OF CONGRESS OR COURT ORDER OR NATIONAL
ELECTION, SIMPLY CLOSED UP ALL THE UNIVERSITIES
AND SENT THE STUDENTS, PROFESSORS, ADMINISTRA-
TORS AND ALL BACK TO THE FARMS AND THE
FACTORIES AND THE ARMY -- THE LUCKY ONES GOT
THE ARMY -- FOR THREE OR FOUR YEARS TO LEARN
ABOUT LIFE AS IT REALLY IS.
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ONLY NOW ARE THE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHEK
LEARNING BEING REORGANIZED, WITH THE NEW
STUDENTS ADMITTED ON THE BASIS OF CORRECT
| DEOLOGY AND PARTY RECOMMENDATIONS RATHER
THAN THE ANCIENT CHINESE SYSTEM OF SCHOLARLY
EXAMINATIONS -- THE DIRECT ANCESTORS OF
COLLEGE BOARDS AND PROBABLY NO WORSE.
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SOME OF THE FORMER STUDENTS AND FACULTY
WHO HAVE BEEN REINSTATED AND RESTORED TO GRACE
TOLD US ENTHUSIASTICALLY THAT GETTING THEIR
HANDS OIRTY AND FEET MUDJY WAS A GREAT
EXPERIENCE, BETTER EQUIPPING THEM TO OBEY
CHAIRMAN MAQ’S COMMAND TO "SERVE THE PEOPLE."
| CONFESS | FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO DISBELIEVE
THEMy ALTHOUGH IT WILL TAKE A GENERATION TO
ASSESS WHAT DEEP DAMAGE THIS STRONG MEDICINE
MAY HAVE DONE TO CHINA?S SCIENTIFIC AND
EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.




_24_

dt|GH|NG ALL THAT | SAW AND LEARNED IN
THOSE ?EtKS, | 6;TURNED TO MY OWN COUNTRY WITH
RENEWED FAITH IN OQUR UNIQUE ENPHASIS ON
INDIVIDUALITY AND FREEDOM. WE ARE A NEW NATION
BY CHINESE RECKONING EVEN AS WE NEAR OUR
BICENTENNIAL, AND OUR CIVILIZATION IS AN
AMALGAM OF MANY OLDER ONES, MOST OF THEM YOUNG
COMPARED TO CHINA?’S.
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YET WE CAN LEARN FROM CHAIRMAN MAO’S
PRECEPT -- AND INDEED THE ROMANS WERE
STRUGGLING WITH 1T WHEN THE GREAT WALL OF
CHINA WAS BUILT -- THAT FREEDOM AND OISCIPLINE
ARE THE CONTRADICTORY OPPOSITES OF A SINGLE
ENTITY -- NEITHER OF WHICH SHOULD BE OVER-
EVPHASIZED -- BOTH OF WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL
IN_ANY SOCIETY.
















































































































































































































































