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,' c '~. \ RIJ'ARKS Cf liiCE PRESIIDrr CEPALD R' FollD \\~ ~ \ f-. R 
~ "E) AT THE lIJJICATION OF THE PALM SPRINGS SENIOR CENlER ·/OO 1 , A~f~ 
~ ~I ~ V 

"--./ ...i. JlPRIL 15, 1974 r1' &i!Jc \)rl'l\ 

rj t)-{J ~1£A9'JJ TO PARTICIPATE IN llf JEJICATl!1'l OF 11£ NEW PAl1'1 SPRINGS 

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER BECAUSE OF WHAT THE CENTER rvEA~S TO THE OLDER PEOPLE OF 

THIS OJ'MUHlY. 

VE HAVE HEARD A GREAT DEAL ABClJT THE LIPfRATIQ~ OF WG'fN ~ND VARIOUS 

MINORITY GROUPS . THE TIM: HAS NOW CCJIE FOR THIS NATICX\I TO AWAKEN TO WHAT WE --· 
HAVE DONE IN STIGMl\TIZING, STEREOTYPING, SEGREGATING AND DISCRIMINATING AGAINST ---·· -----
MILLIO'lS OF MRI CANS r'ERELY Pf CAUSE OF THEIR. Ml\TURilY I 

Digitized from Box 131 of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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J 

THE r.1AJOR GOALS OF YOJR NEW CEtnER SHOULD BE MRICA'S OBJECTIVE 

Q~ A NATION-WIDE B.ASIS. 

--- YOU Aff SEEKING TO UPGRADE THE QUALITY OF THE PHYSICAL, 

B'OTICl'JAL At\JD SOCIAL EXISTENCE OF OLDER. PEOPLE. ---=-

YOU ARE C(J.\JCERNED WITH THEIR ECOffflIC \',£Ll-PEING. 

YOU Aff C(}JCERNED WITH THE ATTITurES OF OLDER PEOPLE TOWARD 

THEMSELVES -- AND THE ATTITIJDE OF THE GENERAL COM'1JNITY TOWARD THEM. .. -==-==-
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YOU ARE RE-ORIENTING YOURSELVES TOWARD LIFE AND A RJ11JRE 

A: ID AWAY FRQ\1 DEATH JlND HOPELESSNESS, 

YCU ARE STILL A PART OF MRICA, A VALUABLE ASSET IN 

HUMAu~ RESOURCES I 

BUT THE TI~ HAS CQ\£ FOR A LIBERATING STRUGGLE AGAINSE THE BIGOTRY 

THAT Vf HAVE TOO LO ~G PERMITIED, ------

3 
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THE CONGPfSS~A!l FRrn 111IS DISTRICT, JERRY PETIIS, H.AS HELPEJJ CREATE 

A SHOWCASE OF WHt\T CAM BE JUJE IN TE~ OF HEALTH CARE AND SERVICE TO THE 

TOTAL HUmN BEING. I COMVEND CONGRESSMftN PITTIS FOR HIS EXCEl.IDIT RECORD. 

HE H.AS POI ITED TO A DIRECTION THAT THIS /\Il~INISTRATION IS TAKING TO ASSURE 

THAT OLnER ,l)Jv£RIC~S CAN LOOK TO THEIR GOVERNfVEITT TO HELP THEM 00 THINGS THAT 

THEY CANNOT OOIRELY ACHIEVE BY THEJVlSELVES. 
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THE TI~£ HftS C(JI[ TO STOP ~USHING PEOPLE INTO EXCESSIVELY EARLY 

RETIPffNT FRCJVl GOVERNMENT EMPLO'ff'ENT. PRIVATE BUSINESS NOW FOLLOWS FEIIML 

I.AW IN HIRING AND UPGRADING SALARIES AND IS PREVENTED FROM PLACING THE 

t\l\.JOR BURDEN OF LJ\YOFFS Q~ OLDER WORKERS. BUT THE FEDERAL BUffAUCRACY, 

I~JSTEAD OF BEING A f"DDEL EMPLOYER, HAS ALL TOO OFTEN PEEN CHARGED WITH 

PRESSURING OLDER WORKERS INTO PREMATURE fUIIU'ENT. v£ HAVE DEALT WITH 

"BIG BUSINESS." BITT \iMAT ABOUT "BIG GOVERNr,'ENT?" 

5 



OLDER. c IT I7fNS I 
---- =::---

--- SOCIAL SEOJRITY BENEFITS HAVE BEEN G~TLY INCIIASED OVER 

THE LAST 5 YEARS, rvDST RECHITL y BY 11 PERCENT I 

--- ffNSIOO l£GISLATI~ TO Sf ltNGTHEN Mill SAFEGUARD PRIVATE 

F£NSIO\lS IS BEING ACTED UPaJ BY C~GRESS. WE HOPE THAT IT Will SOON CM 

TO THE PffSIIDIT FOR SIGNA1llRE. 
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A SvfEPING NATiaR HEALTH PLAN HAS PfEN PRESEmED BY THIS 

AI1'1INISTRATIO~ TO COOGRESS. THE CHM'lCES FOR ITS ENAmE~ ARE GOOD. 

--- THE PRESIDENT HAS ANNOUNCED JW EXlENSIVE PROGP-AM FOR 

IMPROVING NURSING HOM: CARE. 

--- SUPPL.EfvENTARY SECURITY INCCM:: NOW FOWS ffl INmE FLOOR 

BENEATH AU_ OIJJER PEOPLE. 

--- THE WHITE HOUSE CDNFEPfNCE ON AGING MADE REC(MIENDATIONS THAT 

ARE BEING IMPIB£N1ED. THE PRESIDENT HAS REQUESTED OVER $200 MILLHlJ FOR 

SOCIAL SERVICE AND NUTRITIOO PROGRAMS FOR THE ELDERLY. 
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THE PRESIDENr HAS JUST APPRO\itD NEW LEGISLATI(JJ THAT WOULD 

PROHIBIT AGE DISCRIMINATI~ IN FEDEPAL AND STATE E.MPLO'fl'ENf I 

THE GOVERN~T CPN AND WILL TM ACTIC1.'J TO HELP THE LIBERATION 

STRUGGLE OF THE ELDEPLY. DOCTORS CPN PROVIDE NEW DRUGS MID TREATI-'ENT THAT 

EXIDID CllR LIFESPPN. BLrr IT IS THE HUW\N QUALI1Y OF THE INDIVIDUAL's LIFE 

THAJ COUNTS. 
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M: ~EEO OUR OLDER PEOPl£ TO PERFECT OUR MRI CAN FORM OF 

CIVILIZATION. 

WE NEED YOU TO BE OF SERVICE NOT ONLY TO YOURSELVES BlJf TO 

OTHERS. h£ NEED YOUR SKILLS, YOUR EXPERIENCE, YOUR WISIXJ'l, YOUR PATRIOTISM, 

YOUR LOVE, MID YflJR EXJlf\1Pl£. ~ iJEEJ) YOUR PARTICIPATHl~ TO ~ #ERICA ---- --
h\JRK. 
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00 YEARS AGO WHEN I WAS ONE OF THE FIRST Afi:RICN'JS, AFTER 

PRESIDENT NIXON, TO VISIT THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, I WAS TOLD OF THE 

f:iJ. CIENT CHINESE TEACHING lliAT A CIVILIZATION IS JUDGED BY THE ROlE #ID 

STATIJS OF ITS OLDER f'EMBERS. THE CHINESE, WITH THEIR MASSIVE POPULATION, ---------. 

HAVE ALWAYS FOUND J.\N HONORBJ PLACE FOR THEIR SENIOR CITIZENS. THE UNITED 

STATES, WITH ITS GREATER RESOURCES, CAN MID MJST DO EVEN t'DRE. 
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OLDER Al"ERICANS rtJST BE BROUGHT BACK INTO OUR CavMJmTIES J'VIID 

NOT COND~ ED TO HNISIBIE GHElTCfS. THIS LIBERATING PROCESS WILL RENEW 

THE LIVES OF MILLIOfJS \1~10 HAVE BEEN PUT our TO PASTURE. IT WILL GIVE THEM 

'EW GOALS. AND IT WILL HELP TO IIVPROVE THE QI IA.Un' AND RESTORE THE VIGOR 

OF THE TOTAL AM:RICNJ FA~1ILY, AND THE AJ''ERirA~ WAY OF LIFE. 
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REW\RKS OF VICE PlfSIDENT CfRALD R. FORD 
. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - ' .. . . . . . . ' .. 

AT THE JEJICATI!ll OF Tif PALM SPRINGS SENIOR CENTER 

~PRIL 15, 1974 

I ftM PLEASED TO PARTICIPA1E IN THE DEDICATI~ OF 11-IE 

NEW PALM SPRINGS SENIOR CITIZENS ffinER BECAUSE OF WHAT THE 

COOER rf"AMS TO 11-IE OLJ)ER PEOPLE OF THIS COM'1JNI1Y I 

WE HAVE HEARD A GREAT IE.AL ABOITT 111E LIBERATI !JJ Cf 

WCfEN JWD VARIOUS MINORilY GROUPS. 11-IE TIM:: HAS rJa1 C(1{ FOR 

THIS NATION TO AW.AJ<EN TO WHAT WE HAVE IX]\JE IN STIGMATIZING, 

. . 

S1ERE01YPING, SEGREGATING, N~D DISCRIMINATI.~G AGAINST MILLI~S 

OF MRI CA~S ~RELY BECAUSE (f THEIR W\TURilY I 

THE ~1AJOR ffiALS OF YOUR NEW CENTER SHOULD PE MRI CA'S 

OBJECTIVE ON A NATICl~-WIIf B.A.SIS. 



-- YOU ARE SEEKING TO UPGRADE THE QUALITY OF THE 

- -

PHYSICAL OOTIONAL, AND SOCIAL EXISltNCE OF OLDER PEOPl£. 

YOU ARE CONCERNED WITH THEIR ECCT~fJIHC M:ll_-BEING. 

YOU ARE CONCER~ED WITH THE ATIIlllDES OF OLDER 

PEOPLE TOWARD THEMSELVES -- ftND THE ATIITIIDE OF THE GENERAL 

COM'i.IN ITY TOWARD THEM. 

--- YOU ARE RE-ORIOOING YOURSELVES TOWARD LIFE ftND 

A FITTURE AND AWAY FRCJ1 IfATH AND HOPELESSNESS. 

--- YOU ARE STlll_ A PART OF MRICA, A VALUABl£ 

ASSEr IN HUMAN RESOURCES I 

BlIT THE TIME HAS CM FOR A LIBERATING STRUGGLE AGAINST 

THE BIGOTRY THAT \£ HAVE TOO LONG PE~ITIED . 
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TI1E CONGHESSrvv\~ FR(J1 TH IS DISTRICT, JERRY PEITI S, 

HAS HELF£) CREAIT A SHOWCASE OF VMAT CAN BE ~E IN TEWS 

OF HEALTH CARE Af\ID SE~ICE TO THE TOTAL Hlf'lAI'l BEING. I 

CatflID CQ\JGRESSMDJ'll PEITIS FOR HIS EXCEU.rnr RECORD. HE HAS 

FUI~ITED TO A DIRECTIO'J TH.~T THIS AJJ.1INISTMTI~ IS TAKING TO 

ASSURE THAT OLDER MRICANS CAN LOOK TO THEIR GOVE~Jrm TO 

HELP THEM DO THINGS THAT THEY CA~NOT ENTIRELY ACHIEVE BY 

THEJl1SEL YES I 

THE Tifi: HAS C(J'{ TO STOP PUSHING PEOPLE INTO 

EXCESSIVELY EARLY !UI~ FROM GOYE~Jrerr EWLOYl'l£NT. 

PRIVATE BUSINESS NO/I FOLLCAiJS FEIEML LAW IN HIRING AND 

3 



UPGRADING SALARIES MID IS PREVENTED FR(}'l PLACING 1HE MAJOR 

BURDEN OF LAYOFFS CT~ OLDER WORKERS. BlIT THE FETIERAL 

BURF.ALICRACY, INSTEAD OF BEING A r1JDEL EMPLOYER, HAS ALL TOO 

OFTEN BEEN CHARGFJJ WITH PRESSURING OLDER WORKERS INTO 

PREMA11JRE RETIPMITT. W£ HAVE DEALT WITH "BIG BUSINESS." 

BLIT ~~AT ABOUT "BIG GOVERNtf:NT?" 

nns A™INISTRATION IS SEEKING ACTICT'J FOR THE 

LIBERATION OF OUR OLDER CITIZENS. 

--- SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS HAVE BEEN GREATLY 

INCREASED OVER THE LAST 5 YEARS, msT RECBfilY BY 11 PERCENT. 
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-- PENSia'! lfGISLATION TO STRENGTHS~ PND SAFEGUARD 

PRIVATE PENSIONS IS BEING AC1ED UPON BY CQ~GRESS. \i: HOPE THAT 

IT Will SOON Cfff: TO THE PRESIDENT FOR SIGNATURE. 

-- A S~IEEPING NATIONAL HEALTH PlftN HAS BEEN 

PRESENTED BY THIS A111INISTPATION TO CONGRESS. THE CHANCES FOR 

ITS ENAffi£Nf ARE GOOD I 

--- THE PRESIDENT HAS ANNOUNCE]) ftN EXTENSIVE PRCXJRAM 

FOR. Ir'PROVING NURSING Harv£ CARE. 

--- SUPPLB'ENTARY SECURITY INCQIVE NOW FO~ AN 

INCCT'E FLOOR BENEATI~ Pll OLDER PEOPlf I 

5 



-- THE rMITE HOUSE CQ~FEPENCE ON AGING Mt\DE 

REClJ'Ti£Nl1~TIONS TH.~T ARE BEING IMP!.BfI'flED. THE PRESIDENT 

HAS REOOESTED OVER $200 MILLia FOR SOCIJll SERVICE AND 

NUTRITia'J PRCXJRA~ FOR 11-IE ELnERLY. 

--- THE PRESIDENT HAS JUST APPROVED NEW 

LEGISLATIOO THAT WaJLD PROHIBIT AGE DISCRIMINATifJJ IN 

FEII:RAL A~ STATE EWLOY!'·ENT I 

THE GOVE~M:Nf C.AN /l!'ID WILL T.AJ<E ACTHJ'J TO HELP 

THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE (F THE ELDERLY. DOCTORS CPN PROVIII 

NEW DRUGS A"ID TREAlffi'IT THAT EXID'ill OJR LI FESPftN I BUT IT 

IS THE HU'Wl QUALI1Y OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S LIFE THAT CClJNTS. 

6 



\·JE NEED OUR OLDER PEOPLE TO PERFECT OUR N'ERI CAN 

FORM OF CIVILIZATION. 

M:: NEEn YOU TO Pf OF SERVICE NOT ONLY TO YOURSELVES 

. . . 

IDT TO 011-IERS. M: NEEO YOUR SKillS, YOUR EXPERIENCE, YOJR 

- . . . 
WISD(Jll, YOUR PATRIOTISM, YOUR LOVE, AND YOJR EXftWLE. WE u 
NEED YOUR PARTICIPATia TO ml<E #'ERICA WORK. 

TWO YEARS Affi WHEN I HAS rnE OF THE FIRST MRICftNS, 

AFTER PRES IDOO NIXON, TO VIS IT THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 

CHINA, I WAS TOLD OF THE ANCIENT GHNESE TEACHING THAT A 

CIVILIZATICl'l IS JUIXJED BY THE ROLE MID STATIJS OF ITS OLDER 

. - .. 

f"EMBERS . 11-IE CHINESE, WITH THEIR Ml\SSIVE POPULATICX'J , HAVE 

7 
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ALWAYS FOLi.ID /\N HG'JORED PLACE FOR THEIR SENIOR CITIZENS. 

. . . 

TI-IE U.HTETI STATES, WITH ITS GREATER RESOURCES, CAN AND MJST 

DO EVEN MJRE. 

OLDER MRIC.ANS MUST BE BROUGITT BACK INTO OUR 

CCM'1JNITIES AND NOT COND8'N8J TO INVISIBLE GHITTOES. THIS 

LIBERATING PROCESS WILL PfNEW 111E LIVES OF MILLIQ~S WHO HAVE 

.. 

BEEN PITT our TO PAS11JRE. IT WILL GIVE THEM NEW GOALS. AND 

IT WILL HELP TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY .AND RESTORE THE VIGOR OF 

THE TOTAL MRICAN CQ\ffiNITY, THE MRICAN F/\MILY, AND THE 

M'ERICAN WAY OF LIFE. 

8 



REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 

AT THE DEDICATION OF THE PALM SPRINGS SENIOR CENTER 

For Release on Delivery at 4:30 p.m. Monday 
April 15, 1974 

I am pleased to participate in the dedication of the 

new Palm Springs Senior Citizens Center because of what the 

center means to the older people of this corrmunity. 

We have heard a great deal about the liberation of 

women and various minority groups. The time has now come for 

this Nation to awaken to what we have done in stigmatizing, 

stereotyping, segregating, and discriminating against millions 

of Americans merely because of their maturity. · 

The major goals of your new center should be America's 

objective on a nation-wide basis. 

--- You are seeking to upgrade the quality of the 

physical, emotional, and social existence of older people. 

You are concerned with their economic well-being. 

You are ~oncerned with the attitudes of older 

people toward themselves -- and the attitude of the general 

corrmunity toward them. 

--- You are re-orienting yourselves toward life and 

a future and away from death .and hopelessness. 



--- You are still a part of America, a valuable 

asset in human resources. 

But the time has come for a liberating struggle against 

the bigotry that we have too long permitted. 

The Congressman from this District, Jerry Pettis, has 

helped create a showcase of what can be done in terms of health 

care and service to the total human being. I commend Congressman 

Pettis for his excellent record. He has pointed to a direction 

that this Adminis,tration is taking to assure that older Americans 

can look to their Government to help them do things .that they cannot 

entirely achieve by themselves. 

The time has come to stop pushing people into excessively 

· early retirement from Government employment. Private business 

now follows Federal law in hiring and upgrading salaries and fs 

prevented from placing the major burden of layoffs on older 

workers. But the Federal bureaucracy, instead of being a model 

employer, has all too often been charged with pressuring older 

· workers into premature retirement. We have dealt with "big business." 
' But what about 11 b1g government? 11 

This Administration is seeking action for the liberation 

of our older citizens. 

--- Social Security benefits have been greatly increased 

over the 1 ast 5 yea.rs, most recently by 11 percent. 

2 



... 

--- Pension legislation to strengthen and safeguard 

private pensions is being acted upon by Congress. We hope that it 

will soon come to the President for signature. 

A sweeping national health plan has been presented 

by this Administration to Congress. The chances for its enactment 

are good. 

--· The President has announced an extensive program 

for improving nursing home care. 

--- Supplementary Security Income now fonns an income 

floor beneath all older people. 

--- The White House Conference on Aging made recom­

mendations that are being implemented. The President has requested 

over $200 million for social service and nutrition programs for 

the elderly. 

The President has just approved new legislation 

that would prohibit age discrimination in. Federal and state 

employment. 

The Government can and will take action to help the 

liberation struggle of the elderly. Doctors can provide new 

drugs and treatment that extend our lifespan. But it is the 

human quality of the individual's life that counts. 

We need our older people ~a perfect our American fonn 

of c1v111zatlon. 

3 
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We need you to be of service not only to yourselves 

but to others. We need your skills, your experience, your 

wisdom, your patriotism, your love, and your example. We need 

your participation to make America work. 

Two years ago when I was one of the first Americans, after 

President Nixon, to visit the People's Republic of China, I was 

told of the ancient Chinese t~aching that a civilization is judged 

by the role and status of its older members. The Chinese, with 

their massive population, have always found an honored place for 

their senior citizens. The United States, with its greater 

resources, can and must do even more. 

Older Americans must be brought back into our conmunities 

and not condemned to invisible .ghettoes. This liberating process 

will renew the lives of millions who have been put out to pasture. 

It will give them new goals. And it will help to improve the 

quality and restore the vigor of the total American community, 

the American family, and the American way of life. 

4 
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REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 

.. AT THE DEDICATION . OF THE PALM SPRINGS SENIOR CENTER 

For Release on Delivery at 4:30 p.m. Monday 
April 15, 1974 

I am pleased to participate in the dedication of the 

new Palm Springs Senior Citizens Center because of what the 

center means to the older people of this conmunity . 

. We have heard a great deal about the liberation of 

women and various minority groups. The time has now come for 

this Nation to awaken to what we have done in stigmatizi.ng 1 

stereotyping, segregating, and discriminating against millions 

of Americans merely because of their maturity. 

The major goals of your new center should be America's 

objective on a nation-wide basis. 

--- You are seeking to upgrade the quality of the -

physical, emotional, and social existence of older people. 

You are concerned with their economic well-being. 

You are concerned with the attitudes of older 

people toward themselves -- and the attitude of the general 

conmunity toward them. 

--- You are re-orienting yourselves toward life and 

a future and away from death and hopelessness. 



. .. 

--- You are still a part of America, a valuable 

asset in human resources. 

But the time has come for a liberating struggle against . 

the bigotry that we have too .long permitted. 

The Congressman from this District, Jerry Pettis, has 

helped create a showcase of what can be done in terms of health 

care and service to the total human being. I commend Congressman 

Pettis for his excellent record. He has pointed to a direction 

that this Administration is taking to assure that older Americans 

can look to their Government to help them do things that they cannot 

entirely achieve by themselves. 

The time has come to stop pushing people i~to excessively 

early retirement from Government employment. Private business 

now follows Federal law in hiring and upgrading salaries and is 

prevented from placing the major burden of layoffs on older· · 

workers. But the Federal bureaucracy, instead of being a model 

employer, has all too often been charged with pressuring older 

workers into premature retirement. We have dealt with "big bu·siness. 11 

But what about "big government?" 

This Administration is seeking action for the liberation 

of our older citizens. 

~-- Social Security benefits have been greatly increased 

over the last 5 years, most recently by 11 percent. 
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--- Pension legislation to strengthen and safeguard 

private pensions is be~ng acted upon by Congress. We hope that it 

will soon come to the President for signature. 

A sweeping national health plan has been presented 

by this Administration to Congress. The chances for its enactment 

are good. 

--- The President has announced an extensive program 

for improving nursing home care. 

--- Supplementary Security Income now fonns an income 

floor beneath all older people. 

--- The White House Conference on Aging made recom-

mendations that are being implemented. The President has requested 

over $200 million for social service and nutrition programs for 

the elderly. 

:r The President has just approved new legislation 

that .would prohibit age discrimination in Federal and state 

employment. 

The Government can and will take action to help the 

liberation struggle of the elderly. Doctors can provide new 

drugs·and treatment that extend our lifespan. But it is the 

human quality of the individual's life that counts. 

We need our older people to perfect our American form 

of c1v111zation. 

3 



1 We need you to be of service not only to yourselves · 

but to others. We need your skills, your experience, your 

wisdom, your patriotism. your love, and your example. He need 

your participation to make America work. 

Two years ago when I was one of the first Americans, after 

· President Nixon, to visit the People's Republic of China, I was 

told of the ancient Chinese teaching that a civilization is judged 

by the role and status of its older members. The Chinese, with 

their massive population, have always found an honored place for 

their senior citizens. The United States, with its greater 

resources, can and must do even more. 

Older Americans must be brought back into our c01T111unities 

and not condemned to invisible ghettoes. This liberating process 

will renew the lives of millions who have been put out to pasture. 

, It will give them new goals. And it will help to improve the 

quality and restore the vigor of the total American community, 

the American family, and the American way of life. 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

April 11, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR SCHEDULING AND APPOINTMENTS 

FROM: Ralph Martin 

Following are revised flying times and clock times for the 
Vice President's mission during the period April 13 - 21, 
1974: 

ITINERARY TYPE ACFT 

Andrews to Richards­
Gebaurr,,J}~B~ 

~-- . .,:so 
Richards-Gebaur to Palm 

Springs ~: Cf:/() 

VC-137 

VC-137 

Palm Springs to Monterrey C-131H 
~· f':oo~ 

Monterrey to Palm Springs C-131H 
dl..~. CJ.-1r 

Palm Spring~~ San Jose 
. f-.· ,~ 

San Jose to Palm Springs 
~.'3;3o~ 

Palm Springs to Salt Lake 
City ~· l~f>"--

C-131H 

C-131H 

VC-137 

Salt Lake City to Andrews VC-137 

FLT TIME CLOCK TIME 

2:30 1:30 

3:00 1:00 

1:30 1:30 

1:20 1:20 

1:45 1:45 

1:35 1:35 

1:25 2:25 

3:45 5:45 
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1,t~ 
," i 1 ,,.;A .. I N1 PLEASED TO P.L\RTICIPATE I ~! THE JfDICl\TIQ'l OF THE rEW PALl1 SPRii'tGS ::.J '~L • 

SE'.'II0R CITI?ENS CENTER EECAUSE Cf \'.!HAT TIJf CE'ITER ~tA'!S TO lHE OLDER Ft:OPLE OF 

11-lIS OJ1'1Ji'II1Y I 

¥1E HAVE HEi\RD A GREAT DEAL A.BUJT THE LIPERATIOll OF '·lfl'FJi ~m VARIOUS 

m l0Ri1Y GROUPS. THE TI~E HAS NOW (CJ.IE FOR THIS NATIO.'I TO A1tlAKEl'l TO WHAT he ----· 
HAVE DCT·JE IN STIG.f"~TIZirlG, STEPfOTYPI~lG, SEGREGATI1·lG ,l\i~ID DISCRe11l: Lt\TitJG AGAWST 

-----1 . ----- -----

MILLIO.'!S OF N'ERICAJ\JS f-1EPELY PfC4USE OF THEIR Ml\llJRITY I 
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THE f'IAJOR GOALS OF YOIJR !~E11· C8ITER SHOULD BE N'ERIC/\'S OBJECTIVE 

O~I A ilATIQ\H!IDE BP5IS. 

--- YOU .~RE SEEKPIG TO UPGP.ADE THE QUALITY OF THE PHYSICAL 
.... --=- -

EFDTIQ'LAL, AND SOCIAL EXISTENCE OF OLDER. PEOPLE. ---=-

YOU APE CO.'lCERl'JED WITI-1 THEIR ECOH'11I c \EU. -EE ING I 

~ 

YOU APE ca lCERJ~ED WITH THE ATIITUOCS OF OLDER PEOPLf TOWARD 

THET'1SELVES -- AND THE ATIITIJDE OF THE GENERAL CQ~'lJiHTY TOWA.PJJ THEM. 
--===::.... 
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--- YOU APE RE-ORIHffl1 ~G YOURSELVtS TOH~HD LIFE AND A FLmJRE 

.~ryJ Al·lAY FROM DEPTH AI'ID HOPELESS~lSS. 

-- YOJ APE STILL A PPRT OF /1f'ERICA, A VALUABl£ ASSIT U 

BUT THE TH·E HAS CCX£ FOR P. UBEPATidG STP.UGGl£ ACJ/\I~·JSE THE BIGOTRY 
~ 

THJjJ v!E HAVE Too LO~JG PEPMITIED. 
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THE crn1GrEssrN1 FRa111~rs DISTRICT, JERRY PETTIS, HAS HELPED CRE/\1E 

A SHO\'ICASE OF vlHAT CM! BE raJE I~l TEP.is OF HEJllTH CARE A~ID SERVICE TO THE 

TOT.111 HUr1AN BEING. I mr'TVE'IlJ CQ'lGREssr~A~I PETIIS FOR HIS EXCEUBIT PECDRD. 

HE HAS POI~fTED TO A DIPfCTICTI THAT THIS AIJ.1IMISTPATICN IS TAKING TO .L\SSUPf 

TH~T OIJJER AI~£RIC/'1NS CPN LOOK TO THEIR. GOVEPJ·4rUff TO HELP 11£1 00 THWGS Tt-IAT 

THEY CAn~~OT Ef'lTIRELY ACHIEVE BY THEf'1SELVES. 



THE TH"£ HJ1S corr: TO STOP PUSHING PEOPLE I!ffO EXCESSIVC:LY EARLY 

RETIR?E!ff FROf1 GOVEPNMB'ff EJ"1PLO'f.'EJ'IT I PRIVATE BUSIMESS i !OH FOLLOWS FEDEPAL 

LA\'/ rn HIRING PND UPGPADHlG SAlJ\RIES AND IS PREVBHED FROM PLACING ll-1E 

t11AJOR BURDEl·l OF LAYOFFS ON OLDER WORKERS , BUT THE FEDER~L BUREAUCRACY, 

I:!STE® OF BEIMG A roDEL ~PLOYER, HAS AU. TOO OFTEN BEEN CH.l\RGED '•/IlH 

PRESSURif G OLDER WORKERS INTO PRB·1ATURE RETIREM:JIT. \>iE HAVC DEALT WITH 

"BIG BUSINESS. II BUT Wr!AT ABOITT "BIG GOVEP~'JM:NT?" 

5 
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nLDE~ CITI?INS. 

- SOCIAL SEOJRI1Y BHEFITS HAVE BEHi GREATLY I! lUEASED OVER 

THE LAST s YE.J-\Rs, msT RECHm_ Y BY 11 PERCBff. 

-- FfNSION LEGISLATION TO STRENGTHEN P.ND S!lfEGUARD PRIVATE 

FtNSIO~S IS BEING ~1CTED IJPQ\l BY CO'lGRESS. WE HOPE THAT IT Wlll SOJ'l C(1!£ 

TO THE PRESIDENT FOR SI G: IATIJRE. 
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--- A S'~fEPING NATICT'LAL HEALTH PLAN HA.S Pm~ PPESHITED BY TI-IIS 

AilHNISTPATIQ\l TO CCllGRESS. TiiE CH.t\'!CES FOR ITS H!ACITBIT ARE GOOD. 

--- THE PRESIDENT Ii.AS N~!OUi'!(ID AN EXfENSIVE PROGRAM FOR 

IMPROVING NURSING HOM: CARE. 

--- SUPPlB'ENTARY SECURITY INCCT'E NOW FOFfvlS AN INCCl'E FLOOR 

BENEATH ALL OLDER PEOPLE. 

--- THE h'HITE HOUSE mNFERENCE O'J AGING f"1ADE ~CCM'HIDATIONS THAT 

ARE PfING IMPlB'EfilD. THE PRESIDEiff HA.S REQUESTED OVER $200 MILLIQ'l FOR 

SOCIAL SERVICE AND NUTRITIO'l PROGRN,'!S FOR TI-lE ELDEPlY. 
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THE PPESIDENf HAS JUST APPRDVtn NEW l£GISLATION THAT WOULD 

PROHIBIT AGE DISCRIMINL\TlfJl IM FEDEP.l\L AND STATE EMPLOY:lNT. 

THE GOVERI;,HtT CJiN AJID \.'/Ill TM ACTHJl TO PELP THE LIBEPATION 

STPUGGLE OF Tr-IE ELDEPLY, DOCTORS CAN PROVIDE NEW DRUGS MID TREATI'ENT THAT 

EXIBID OUR LIFESPAN. Blrr IT IS THE HUMAN QU~LITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL's LIFE 

THAT COUNTS. 
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vlE NEED OUR OLDER PEOPll TO PERFECT OUR N'ERICA~ FORM OF 

CIVILIZATION. 

WE NEED YOJ TO BE OF SERVICE NOT ONLY TO YOURSELVES BlIT TO 

OTHERS. WE NEEJ YOUR SKIU.S, YOUR EXPERIENCE, YOUR WISDOM, YOUR P.ATRIOTISM, 
-==- -

YOUR LOVE, Nill YClJR EXJ1MPl£. HE ~lEED YOUR PARTICIPATION TO fv1M N'ERICA ----- ~ 

i.nRv tlV \f\1 
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TI·Kl YEARS AGO WHHl I HAS ONE OF THE FI PST AV-f RI CANS, ftfTER 

PRESIIBIT NIXON, TO VISIT Tt-E ftCPLf 'S FfBJBLIC a= CHHY\, I WP~S TOLD OF THE - ,_. ____ _ 

ANCIEfff CHINESE TEACHING IBl\T A CIVILIZATHJJ IS JL'IXJED BY TIE RQE A'ID 

ST1~TIJS OF ITS OLDER ~'B"lBERS. THE CHINESE, WITH TI-EIR MASSIVE POPULATIQ't 

HAVE ALWAYS FOUND .AN HctmRED PLACE FOR THEIR S8HOR CITI~S. THE UNITED 

STftJES, WITH ITS GPE/\TER RESOURCES, CAM /-\ND MJST DO EVEN MJRE. 



ll 

) !':-, 

OLDER N'EHI C.AJ'JS ~UST Pf BROUGITT BACK HITO OUR CCT·MJNITIES AND ' • . 

NOT CONDEM'lED TO HNISIBl£ GHETICES. THIS LIEEMTING PROCESS WILL RENEW 

TI-IE LIVES OF MIWCfJS M-10 HAVE PEEN PJT a.ff TO PAmJFE. IT HILL GIVE TPEM 

r:EW GOl\LS. Nill IT WILL ffl_P TO If"'PROVE THE QIJJ1LI1Y NID PESTOff 11-lE VHJJR 

OF THE TOTAL !\r-£RICl\N FN·ULY, Nm Tif. N'ERICAN WAY OF LIFE. 



..:(! 
/ ,;t-

4 111 1-' \•' . / Iv : 

0V 
~ ' · · rL I W1 PlEL\SEn TO PAQJICIP TE L! TrlE 1IDICATIOi'l OF THE NEW PALM SPRil-lGS 
'.) \. l 

SEliflP. CITIZH~S CHITER EECAUSE OF l·~T THE CSITER ~·EA' JS TO THE OLDER PEGPLE OF 

TI lIS OJM'1R: ITY I 

VIE HAVE HEL\RD A GREAT DEAL ABCUT THE LIPERi~TIO'J OF WQ''EN .D-ND VARIOUS 

~1IMO~urr GROUPS. THE Tif"E HAS Nari CM FOR THIS NATIO'l TO A~·/~'l TO WHAT ht 

1-t~VE DONE IN STIGMATIZirG, STEREOTYPE%, SEGREGATIMG AND DISCP.L '1UATHJG AGtUNST 
----1 . ------- -------

MILLI O:'iS OF JJtlfRICANS rl£RELY BECPUSE OF THEIR. r~TIJRI1Y I 
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THE MAJOR GOALS OF YOlJR. NEW C8HER SHOULD BE N/ERICA1S OBJECTI\f 

ON A NATION-HIDE BftSIS. 

-- YOU ,!\RE SEEKIMG TO UPGRCUJE mE 9UALITY OF THE PHYS I CAL, 

EJlffICT'IAL A~m SOCIAL EXISTHlCE OF OLDER PEOPLE. -=--

YOU APE CQ'~CERNED HITH THEIR ECONf1·1IC h£Ll-PEING. 
~ 

YOU ARE CONCERNED WITH THE AlTITUif S OF OLDER PEOPLE TOWJ\PJJ 

T'~EJ'ASELVES -- NID THE .AlTITUDE OF THE GENERAL COM'1UNITY TOWl\PJJ THF1'1. 
.....-=:::=:::: 
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--- YOU ARE RE-ORIErITING YOURSELVES TOHP.RD LIFE AND A FlffiJRE 

A'ID AWAY 00~1 DEATH Nill HOPELESSNESS, 

YaJ ARE STILL A P/'.\RT OF N'ERICA, A VAWAJ31£ ASSET IN 

HUriif\N RESOURCES, 

BUT THE TH,£ HAS OJ£ FOR A LIBERATING STRUGGLE AG.AINSE THE BIGOTRY 
~ 

IBL\T h£ HAVE TOO LONG PER''1ITIED I ----------
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THE COrlGP.ESS~Wl FR.cJ1 TI-HS DISTRICT, JERRY PEITIS, HA.S HELPED CREAlI 

A SHOriCC\SE OF HHAT CAJ l BE IXJlE I : ~ TEP."1S OF HEALTH CARE A'ID SEPVICE TO THE 

TOTAL HUM~ BEmG. I COM''E'ID COf'·IGRESSft1AN PEITIS FOR HIS EXCELIBlT PECORD. 

HE Hfl.S POHITED TO A DIPfCTIO.'l IB~T THIS PIJ.i1I~lISTPATICN IS TAKil'IG TO ASSUPf 

nt~T OLDER f\J'v£RICPNS CPN LOOK TO THEIP. GOVERNrBlT TO HELP THE!1 00 1l!HlGS THAT 

THEY CAN~lOT Ef'ITIRELY ACHIEVE BY THEMSELVES. 

l.l 
I 



THE Ti~£ H,fi,S CCTIE TO STOP ~USHIMG PEOPl£ HffO EXCESSIVELY EARLY 
,. -

RETIPE1'£'IT FROM GO'tEPNMENT H'PLO'fi'Ef'IT I PRIVATE BUSINESS MOH FOU..OHS FETIEPftl 

L~H IN HIRING AND UPGPJ\DiilG SALARIES Nill IS PPEVEJ'ITED FROM PLACirlG THE 

r~AJoR. BURDEN OF uwOFFs o.~ OLDER HORJ<ERS. BLrr THE FEDERAL BUfE4UCRACY, 

I:!S1El\IJ OF BEH:G A l"DDEL EMPLOYER, HAS All TOO OFTEN PEEN CH.~RGED WITH 

PRESSURING OLDER WORKERS INTO PRH1ATURE PETI PBlfHf. v[ HA\/E DEALT WITH 

11BIG BUSINESS. II BITT WHAT ABOITT ''BIG GOVEP!lf'ENT?11 
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--- SOCIAL SEOJRITY ru-;EFITS HAVE BEErJ GREATLY IdCREASElJ OVER 

THE lAST 5 YEARS, !1rJST RECHITL y BY ll PERCE.l'ff I 

-- PENSION LEGISLATIO.'J TO STRB·lGTHEN Nill SPJfGUARD PRIVATE 

PENSICNS IS BEING ACTED IJPOM BY CO'lGRESS. ~IE HOPE THAT IT WILL SOO\J CGr·'E 

TO THE PPfSIIEff FOR SIGMATIJRE. 
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--- A S\'IEEPING NATiatl1J... HEALTH PLAN HAS PEEN PRESENTED BY TI-IIS 

AJJUNISTRATIO'~ TO ca·JGRESS, THE Glt\'l{IS FOR ITS ENACTI·BIT A.PE GOOD. 

- THE PRESIDEi'IT HAS N~JOUNCTD /1N EXiENSIVE PROGPAM FOR 

P1PROVING NURSING HOVE CARE •. 

-- SUPP!B1£NTARY SECURITY INC.fl£ NOtl F0?:'11S JlN eJCO'-£ FLOOR 

BENEAll-1 AU_ OLDER PEOPLE I 

-- THE HHITE HCUSE ffiNFERBJ(I ON AGING f'1ADE f£CCT1'ENDATIOi'JS THAT 

APE PfING IMPIB'B'ITFJJ. !HE PRESIDENr HA.S REQUESTED OVER $200 MILLia~ FOR 

SOCIAL SERVICE AND NITTRITHJ~ PROGRPJ'ilS FOR THE ELJJERLY. 

7 



8 

--- THE PPESID8'IT HJ.\S JUST APPRD\£0 NEW lIGISU'ffiCT·J THAT WOULD 

PPOHIBIT AGE DISCRIMH'li\TION IN FEDEPAL Nill STATE HPLOY'·ENL 

THE GOVEPJi1·'ENT CJ1N AND WILL TAKE ACfl(J.\I TO HELP 11£ LIBERATION 

STRUGGLE OF TI-lE ELDEP.LY. DOCTORS CAN PROVIDE NEW DRUGS MID TPEATifNT THAT 

EXTEND OUR LIFESP~N. BUT IT IS THE HUi1llN QUALITY OF THE INDIVIDU.l\L' s LIFE 

TI-lAT cou~rrs. 
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\'1£ NEED OUR OLDEP. PEOPl£ TO PERFECT OUR JlJ"ER.I (JN FORM OF 

CIVILIZATION I 

WE NEEJJ YOU TO BE OF SERVICE NOT (l'lLY TO YOURSELVES BlIT TO 

OTHERS. h£ NEfD YOUR SKILLS, YOUR EXPERIENCE, YOUR WISOO't YOUR PPJRIOTISM, 

YOUR LOVE, AND YC'UR EY#1PLE. HE NEED YOUR PARTICIPATION TO r~ J1llERICA -- ~ 

1.nRv HV J\.1 
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TI·;tl YEP.RS AGO Ht-f!{ I HAS (JJE OF THE FI PST M·'ERI CfiNS, AFTER 

PRESIDENT MIXON, TO VISIT TIE F£0Pl£'S f£qIBLIC Cf CHINA, I WAS TOtD OF TI-IE 

NlCIHff 0-HNESE 1EACHHlG TH!\T A CIVILIZATIO'J IS JUIXEJ BY THE kTil£ .MID 

STJ~TIJS OF ITS OLDER ~'EMBERS. THE CHINESE, WITI-1 THEIR MASSIVE POPULATHJt 
~ 

HAVE AilJAYS FOUND AN ITTmRED PLACE FOR THEIR SENIOR CITIZENS. THE lfi'U1ED 

STATES, WITH ITS GREATER RESOURCES, C.AN AND f1JST DO EVEN r'ORE. 



ll 

OUJER N'ERIC:~',JS ~lJST Pf BROUGHT BACK I~TO OUR CCM1JNITIES AND 

NOT CONDB"tlED TO HNISIBLE t:HEIT(IS, THIS LIPERATING PROCESS WILL RENEW 

TIE LIVES OF MIWCTIS \·HJ HAVE PEEN M cur TO PASIUF£. IT HILL GIVE 11-E'1 

r:EH GOALS. .L\~m IT WILL HS_D TO F.PROVE THE QUPLITY ANO RESTORE THE VIGJR 

OF THE TOT.~L AM:RIC~J FA'1ILY, .AND THE /1~£RICAN HAY OF LIFE. 



REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 

.AT THE DEDICATION OF THE PALM SPRINGS SENIOR CENTER 

For Release on Delivery at 4:30 p.m. Monday 
April 15, 1974 

. I am pleased to participate in the dedication of the 

new Palm Springs Senior Citizens Center because of what the 

center means to the older people of this community. 

We have heard a great. deal about the liberation of 

women and various minority groups. The time has now come for 

this Nation to awaken to what we have done in stigmatizing, 

stereotyping, segregating, and discriminating against millions 

of Americans merely because of their maturity. 

The major goals of your new center should be Amer1~a's 

objective on a nation-wide basis. 

--- You are seeking to upgrade the qu-ality of the 

physical, emotional, and social existence of older people. 

You are concerned with their economic well-being. 

You are concerned with the attitudes of older 

people toward themselves -- and the attitude of the general 

corrmunity toward them . 

• .:_ You are' re'-orienting yourselves toward life and 

a future and away from death and hopelessness. 



... 

You are still a part of America, a valuable 

asset in human resources. 

But the time has come for a liberating struggle against 

the bigotry that we have too long permitted. 

The Congressman from this District, Jerry Pettis, has 

helped create a showcase of what can be done in terms of health 

care and service to the total human being. I cormnend Congressman 

Pettis for his excellent record. He has pointed to a directio~ 

that this Administration is taking to assure that older Americans 

can look to their Government to help them do things that they cannot 

entirely achieve by themselves. 

The time has come to stop pushing people into excessively 

early retirement from Government employment. ~ Private business 
,----

now follows Federal law in hiring and upgrading salaries and is 

prevented from placing the major burden of layoffs on older 

.. 

workers. But the Federal bureaucracy, instead of being a model 

employer, has all too often been charged with pressuring older 

workers into p,remature retirement. We have dealt with "big business." 

But what about "big government?" 

This Administrati~n is seeking action for the liberation 

of our older ·citizens. 

--~ Social Security benefits have been greatly increased 

over the last 5 years, most recently by 11 percent. 

2 
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--- Pension legislation to strengthen and safeguard 

private pensions is being acted upon by Congress. We hope that it 

will soon come to the President for signature. 

--- A sweeping national health plan has been presented 

by this Administration ta Congress. The chances for its enactment 

are good. 

--- The President has announced an extensive program 

for improving nursing home care. 

--- Supplementary Security Income now forms an income 

floor beneath all older people. 

--- The White House Conference on Aging made re~om­

mendations that are being implemented. The Presiden_t has requested 

over $200 million for social service and nutrition p·rograms for 

the eJderly. 

The President has just approved new legislation · 

that would prohibit .age discrimination in Federal and state 

employment. 

The Government can and will take action to help the 

liberation struggle of the elderly. Doctors can provide new 

drugs and treatment that extend our lifespan. . But it. is the 

human quality of the individual's life that counts. 

We need our older people to perfect our American fonn 

of cfv111zat1on. 

3 



We need you to be of service not only to yourselves 

but to others. We need your skills, your experience, your 

wisdom, your patriotism. your love, and your example. We need 

your participation to make America work. 

\ .. ~ 
' ) 

Two years ago when I was one of the first Americans, after 

President Nixon, to visit the People's Republic of China, I was 

told of the ancient Chinese teaching that a civilization is judged 

by the role and status of its older members. The Chinese, with 

their massive population, have always found an honored place for 

their senior citizens. The United State_s, with its ·greater 

resources, can and must do even more. 

Older Americans must be brought back into our corrmunities 

and not condemned to invisible ghettoes. This liberating process 

will renew the lives of millions who have been put out to pasture. 

It will give them new goals. And it will help to improve the 

quality and restore the vigor of the total American community, 

the Jinerican family, and the American way of life. 

4 
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I am pleased to participate in the dedication of the 

new Palm Springs Senior Citizens Center because of what the 

center means to the older people of this community. 

We have heard a great deal about the liberation of 

women and various minority groups. The time has now come for 

this Nation to awaken to what we have done in stigmatizing, 

stereotyping, segregating, and discriminating against millions 

of Americans merely because of their maturity. 

The major goals of your new center should be America's 

objective on a nation-wide basis. 

--- You are seeking to upgrade the quality of the 

physical, emotional, and social existence of older people. 

You are concerned with their economic well-being. 

You are concerned with the attitudes of older 

people toward themselves -- and the attitude of the general 

community toward them. 

--- You are re-orienting yourselves toward life and 

a future and away from death and hopelessness. 



You are still a part of America, a valuable 

asset in human resources. 

But the time has come for a liberating struggle against 

the bigotry that we have too long permitted. 

The Congressman from this District, Jerry Pettis, has 

helped create a showcase of what can be done in tenns of health 

care and service to the total human being. I commend Congressman 

Pettis for his excellent record. He has pointed to a direction 

that this Administration is taking to assure that older Americans 

can look to their Government to help them do things that they cannot 

entirely achieve by themselves. 

The time has come to stop pushing people into excessively 

early retirement from Government employment. Private business 

now follows Federal law in hiring and upgrading salaries and is 

prevented from placing the major burden of layoffs on older 

workers. But the Federal bureaucracy, instead of being a model 

employer, has all too often been charged with pressuring older 

workers into premature retirement. We have dealt with 11 big business. 11 

But what about 11 big government?" 

This Administration is seeking action for the liberation 

of our older citizens. 

--- Social Security benefits have been greatly increased 

over the last 5 years, most recently by 11 percent. 

2 



--- Pension legislation to strengthen and safeguard 

private pensions is being acted upon by Congress. We hope that it 

will soon come to the President for signature. 

A sweeping national health plan has been presented 

by this Administration to Congress. The chances for its enactment 

are good. 

--- The President has announced an extensive program 

for improving nursing home care. 

--- Supplementary Security Income now fonns an income 

floor beneath all older people. 

--- The White House Conference on Aging made recom­

mendations that are being implemented. The President has requested 

over $200 million for social service and nutrition programs for 

the elderly. 

The President has just approved new legislation 

that would prohibit age discrimination in Federal and state 

employment. 

The Government can and will take action to help the 

liberation struggle of the elderly. Doctors can provide new 

drugs and treatment that extend our lifespan. But it is the 

human quality of the individual's life that counts. 

We need our older people to perfect our American fonn 

of civilization. 
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We need you to be of service not only to yourselves 

but to others. We need your skills, your experience, your 

wisdom, your patriotism, your love, and your example. We need 

your participation to make America work. 

Two years ago when I was one of the first Americans, after 

President Nixon, to visit the People 1 s Republic of China, I was 

told of the ancient Chinese teaching that a civilization is judged 

by the role and status of its older members. The Chinese, with 

their massive population, have always found an honored place for 

their senior citizens. The United States, with its greater 

resources, can and must do even more. 

Older Americans must be brought back into our communities 

and not condemned to invisible ghettoes. This liberating process 

will renew the lives of millions who have been put out to pasture. 

It will give them new goals. And it will help to improve the 

quality and restore the vigor of the total American community, 

the American family, and the American way of life. 
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