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DEEPLY REGRET THE ABSENCE OF NE OF 
THE REAL MOVING SPIRITS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE CENTER , MY GOOD FRIEND JIM HAGERTY . I AM 
'ELL A'WARE OF JI M•s VALUA LE WORK AS 
CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
THE CENTER . I HOP AND TRUST HE VILL SOON 
SE ELPING AGAIN IN THE CONTINUATION OF THIS 
l1PRESS IVE PROGRAM . 

. . 
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DR . OXI , I A 'T TO XPR SS Y SI c-R 
Ta A 'KS TO YOU AN T C·NT~R FOR TH STUDY OF 
TH PR SID r'GY FOR OUR KIND I VITATION TO 
SP AK I THE ca TEXT OF THIS y AR'S THE l , 

"T, E P~OP~E, THE 0 GRESS, A 0 1 E PR SIDE CY ." 
T IS IS A DIFFICULT ASSIG ~E 'T FOR A VIC 
PRESIDE T A ARE THAT H ~AS OT ~LECTED BY 
T E p OPLE WHO IS 0 LO 'G R A I .E 8'"9R OF TH,... 

OUSE 1 A 0 IS CERTAINLY '01 TO 3E CO 'FUS 0 
vlT 1 THE HIGH OFFICE OF THE PR-st_E 'l . 



1' 
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MA Y DISTI 'GUISHEO POLITICAL LEADERS ---

1 'CLUO I NG S0.11E FOR~A.E VI CE PR-s I DENTS - - - HAD 

LITTLE REGARD FOR THE OFFICE . 
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PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRU .A 1 0ULD HAVE 
E' Anus D BY YOUR SEL CTIO OF A VICE 

PRESID 1T TO AD RESS THE T' E ~~ YOU HAVE 
CHOSE ' . PRc-s I DE T TRU AN, SPr-AK I G FR01~ IS 
O'J' -xPERIE CE, SAID THAT "TE RELATIONSHIP 

ETW-E T E PRESI E 'T A '0 TH VIC'- -PR SIDE 'T 
IS corPLICATEDi AND IT IS CO~PLICAT 0 FURTHER 
SY THE FACT THAT THE VIC PRESIDENT IS IN 
8-T~E NTH LEGISLATIVE A '0 EXEC TIVE BRANCHES 
OF T E GOVERNMENT VITHOUT, IN TH LAST 
A ALYSIS, B~I 1G RESPO 'SIBLE TO EIT ER ." 



ARRY TRU~AN VENT 0 TO SAY THAT iHIL 
THE ScNATORS LOOK ON THE VICt PRESIDE T AS 
THEIR PRES I 0 I 'G OFFICER 0 ll Y, HE IS ACTUALLY 
"OUTSI E T. E PALE AS FAR AS THE SE ATOR I AL 
CLU IS CO CERNED . " 

VICE PRESIDENT ALBEN • ARKLEY 1 UPO 
ASSUMING OFFICE, car~ iE TED THAT "I AS 1UCH AS 
I A~ ABOUT TO ENTER UPON T E DISCHARGE OF 
DUTIES THAT RE UIRE FOUR YEARS OF SILE CE, I 
=JI LL BE BRIEF . " 
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vOODRO ,JI LSD ' SA I 0 THE "CH I EF 

E111~8ARRASS~J.ENT" I SCUSS I NG THE VIC 
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE IS, THAT "I' EXPLAl1 ING 

HO' LITTLE T ERc IS TO BE SAID ABOUT IT, 0 'E 
EVIDENTLY SAID ALL THERE IS TO SAY." 

. . 
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'JILSO ''S VICE PRESIDE T, T 0 .AS .• ARSHALS 
• 

SAID HE OULD RATHER BE ~ADE A REGENT OF THE 

sr\la lTHSONIAN INSTITUTIO so THAT HE COULD COfi1-

PARE HIS FOSSILIZED LIF ITH THE FOSSILS OF 

ALL AGES . I NC I DENTALLY, I A , NO A REGENT OF 

T S, ~IT SO 'IA1, SO I DO ''T FACE THAT CHOICE . 

AND I OULD POI T OUT THAT ~J.R • • ~ARS ALL'S 

~liA I N c LA I . I T 0 FA 11E I s H I s c 0 .ENT " ·'J HAT TH I s 

COUNTRY NE S IS A GOOD 5-CENT CIGAR ." 



BENJA~IN FRA 'KLIN AS AGAINST HAVI G A 
VICE PRESIDE T AT ALL . FRA 'KLI SAID THAT 
"IF THEY INSIST UPON HAVI 'G 0' , I SHALL 
ADJRESS HI Ii AS 'YOUR SUPERFLOUS EXCELLENCY'" . 

THO,v1AS JEFFERSO TOOK A P'~ I LOSOPH I CAL 
VI ' . HE SAID THAT "THE S CO 0 OFFICE OF 
TH IS GOVER ' .ENT IS HONORABLE A '0 EASY j THE 
FIRST IS BUT A SPLENDID MISERY ." 
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T ODOR ROOS V LT THOUG T TH VIC 

PRESID NCY AS "R ALLY A FIFTH HE L" . H 
S ID "IT IS OT A ST,..PPI G STO 'E TO A1'YTHI G 

UT 0 LIV I 0 • " A '0 ' E T 0 TO CO T 

T AT ' OULD "RATH R £ A 'Y ODY, S Y A 

PROF SSOR OF ISTORY T' A VIC PR SI EBT. " 
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VITH ALL RESPECT TO THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

Ati. NOT SEEK I NG TO BECO, .E A PROFESSOR . I 

Ar. HONORED TO BE VI CE PR SI DENT . I AGREE 

I ORE\ ITH A VICE PRESID T \'IHO SAID THE 

VICE PRESIDENCY IS NOT "A SPARE TIRE OJ T E 

AUTOtliOB I LE OF GOVER fi .ENT . " 

. . 
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ACCORD I 1GL Y 1 I WOULD LI KE TO S ARE 

S01J.E Pt.RSONAL T' OUGHTS . I COM .E '0 THE CE TER 

FOR PURSUING CITIZ NSHIP tOUCATIO • ~E ARE 

L I V I 'G AT A T I t-,~c. ' UH E C 0 F I 0 E CE I N THE 

PUBLIC SERVICE PROFESSIONS AS RODED . THE 
ORO "POL IT IC I AN" IS TODAY AL, .OST A 0 I ATR I BE . 

A Y ARE VOICI. G DISTRUST OF OUR POLITICAL 

SYSTEr .• 
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''vHAT IS TO HAPPE l TO OUR FOR.Ji OF 

GOVERN~ENT IF TOO ~A 'Y PERSONS IN PUBLIC 

OFFICE ARL SUSPECTED OF nORRUPTIO AND S LF -

1 NT REST ? I .AKE 0 EXCUSE FOR U: .SL I 1 'G 

BUREAUCRATS OR DISHO EST POLITICIA S. UT I 

DO PO I 'T OUT T AT OUR POL IT I CAL SYST . i ~JORKS 

SO 'Ve-LL THAT A FE ·J ROTT ' APPL S CA ' OT TUR 

IT SOUR . 
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THE ODY POL IT IC OF Ai, RI CA IS HEAL THY . 
IT CO TAI 'S TH STRE GTH TO L ITSELF . IT 
~~ 

CA ' F I 'D RE 'E ~ ED V I G OR A D E G Y • 
A 

BUT 1c. N ~J LOOD . J1- '="E D T 
TALE T- YOUNG P OPLE ASS L 0 HER TONIGHT 
FRO I u 'IVERSITlr-S THROUGHOUT THE 'ATIO • '~E 

NEED E UCATORS LIKE DR . HOXIE TO PRO 10TE THE 
~UALITY OF OUR NATIONAL LIFE --- AND TH~ 
ruALITY OF OUR POLITICIA 1S. 
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AMERICA CAN EXPECT NO iORE OF ITS 
LEADERS THA~' TH FULL iv1EASURE OF THEIR 

CAPACITIES AND INTEGRITY . \-E MUST NOT ONLY 
EXPECT THAT FULL MEASURE --- .E MUST DEMAND IT • 

. . 
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REGRET TH~R~ IS SUCH A IOESPREAD 
JISAPPOI T .E '1 I OUR POLITICAL SYSTE 1 A 0 
IN POLITICS GENE ALLY . MUCH HAS BEE MADE OF 
TH PR SIDENT'S Lo· RATI 'G OF ONLY 2S% IN A 
RECE 'T POPULARITY POLL . UT NOTICE THAT THE 
POLLS ALSO DISCLOSED THAT THE PEOPLE RATED 
CONGRESS AT A MERE 21% --- SEVERAL OTCHcS 

LO' THE PRESID 'T . 
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T IS I 1DICATES THE PUBLIC IS NOT ONLY 

UNAHPPY 'J I T THE EX,..CUT I VE RA 'CH UT VE 

L SS PLEASED '~ITH THE CO GRESS . 

IT ALSO I 'DICATES THAT TE Tl .E HAS 
COME TO RESTORE OUR POLITICAL SYSTE ·, TO A 

STATUS THAT ulll GE ERAT PU3LIC CO'FIDE 'CE . 

. (, " 
(, 

. . 
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THAT IS A TRE .-NDOUS CHALLc.NGE TO 
THOSE JHO CHOSE A CAREER I POLITICS . E 
SIMPLY ~UST DO A BETTER JO • A '0 I R_FER 
30TH TO THE EXECUTIVE A 10 L GISLATIVE RA 'C ES 
A '0 TO OTH AJOR POLITICAL PA TIES . 
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A~ERICA 1S AR TIRED OF RHETORIC . THE 

PEOPLE ~ANT RESULTS . T' EY DO NOT CARE 

HET R REPU LI CA, 'S OR DcJ10CRATS DO THE JOB . 

UT TH Y ''A T THE JO ONE . EL CT D OFFICIALS 

MUST pc-RFORi~ OR FACE REJECTION AT THE POLLS . 

I, 
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T IS IS A GOVER MENT OF S PARATE BUT 
c UAL SRA CHES , OF nHECKS A D ALA 1CES . OUR 
STRc-NGTH LI ES I~' THE T ~0 -PARTY SYSTE A. IT 
RECU I RES TH cor .. PET IT I ON BRED 3Y FRE E l R

PR IS • ~ 'E 0 TWO VIA3LE PARTl~S IF ACH 
IS TO ~O 'I TOR THc- OT ER . ~·JE ALSO N D A 

EL .ENT OF ~UTUAL TRUST TO U ITE A .ERICANS 
I A Bl -PARTISAN SPIRIT TO FAC~ PROSLE.~ AT 
HOME AND ABROAD. 
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T FRL DO i OFT, E A iERIC l PEOPL~ 

IS .OST DIR CTLY ASSERT 0 THROUG R PRESENT -
TIO' INT - CO GRESS, I THE CO- UAL PO'~ R 
TH LEGISLATIVE RA CH SH RS ' IT T 
EXECUTIVE BRA 'CH . AND 8 CAUS~ OF Y PREVIOUS 

XP RI~ C 0 CAPITOL ILL, I UST ~AR' AG I Sl 
T E At' R OF A SO-CALL D V TO-PROOF CO 1GR SS . 
A ' ,..FF-CT I vc- CO !GR SS R U IR S I lT R1 AL CH CKS 
A '0 3ALA CES . 



• 
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1 HAVE NO'- sp- T A L 1 TTLE I .ORE T' A 

100 DAYS AS VIC PRESIDENT . AS I CO'TI UE 

TO FA ~ ILIARIZE YSELF 0 wlT' .Y ROLE , IT APPE RS 

LESS CO 'STRICTED Y HISTORY A 0 t .ORE Dc.T-R -

1 NED 3Y I: ~ERG I G _EDS. ~. I: I .UST LOOK FOR'~ARD 

RATH-R THA ' ACK ' ARD . ~ SE K E PERCEPT I 0 JS. 
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OF vO RS;: ' E L -AR J FRO"~ TH P ST A 10 

CHERISH OUR GRc.AT HISTORY --- A,'0 _V 'S 1 . -

TI 1 .. S R-GR T 0 R I ST AKES . UT c- LIV FOR 

p cSt T A '0 T FUT E. I a OT 3ELIEVE 
IN c..'DLESSLY c-PLAYI 'G LAST SATURDAY ' S GA 1 

UT IN TRAI ING ARD FOR EXT SATU DAY ' S. 

THE UPC01'H NG GA ~~ IS T. r- I.OST I 1PORTA. 11 OF 

ALL . 
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UT TH- GA ~ 1UST 1 OT E A SPECTATOR 

SP ORT I 'VOL V I ~G T 0 0 nA 'Y PA SS I VE V I E~· RS • I T 

IS t OT A SUPER O' L TO BE PLAY 0 Y A F 1 

A '0 ·~ATC. ED BY 1~A Y. IT IS ACTUALLY A 

~SSIVE T~ST OF OUR 0 CEPT OF SELF -GOVERJ,E T 
I ' 1 HI c: ALL r11UST PART IC I PAT- I EVERY CORNr-R 

OF A liE R I CA • 
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t"CA .. E VI CE PR-SI DE 11, I 
PL G-D TO USE ~HATEV R R PUTATION FOR TRUT 
A' FAIRNESS I AC UIREO I T E Haus~ ALO 'G 

ITH ATEVER CAPACITY FOR REASO A3LE 
CO .PRO .ISr- I ,HGHT POSSESS TO AKE THIS 
GOVER ~ENT ORK TTER FOR THE GOOD OF ALL 
A .ERICA tS . I R FE NOT ONLY TO THE DIFFERE CES 

T.EE THE OUS AND SE AT J B~T l~E TH 
CO 'GR SS A 10 T EX CUTI VE RANC , BUT ALSO 
A ,ONG THE INDIVIDUALS OF OTH PARTI S • 

. . 
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I ELIEVE THE VICE PRESID CY PR SL TS A 
U 'lnUE OPPORTUNITY AS ITS~ P RSP CTIV IS 

OTH LEGISLATIVE ANO r:x-c TIVE .AKI G POSSIBLE 

cor.i~u 'I CAT I 0 AND co tPRO .Is- . 

AS VI Cc P SIDE T, I SEEK R CO 'CILIA-
TIO 'OT RECRl,'I ATION . 
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' HILE THIS MAY NOT 3E A SPECTACULAR 
ROLE FOR THE 'EXT THREE YEARS IT IS T '~ AY 

I SEE IT. I DO '01 SHARE T E PESS I • I S ~~ OR 

~ ITHDRA\AL SYNDROME OF S01£ OF ~ PREDECESSORS. 

I ENVISAG A VICE -PRESIDE 'TIAL FUNCTIO 

I 1VOLV I NG SOL I 0 A J RESPO SI LE ~OR FOR THE 

FUTURE AT HO.E AND A· ROAD, WHIL v1EDIATI 'G 

AND r~ODERAT I 'G 0 I FFERENCES RE ~A I I 'G OP 
AND FLEXIBL~ TO KEEP A' ERICA GR AT . 



• • 
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TO C I V T IS T E VIC PR I T 

, UST R Al HIS O , ~ i./iA • TH ONLY PL OGE BY 

HIGH I HAVE 0 0 YS LF I ACCEPTI 'G THE 

P ESIOE T'S TRUST IS T' E C011,1IT:a T Y 1 IC' 

~ A E ALL OUN EFOR GOO A THE 

co 'STITUTIO TO DO OUR EST FO A I RIC • 
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SHARE THESE THOUGHTS IT' YOU 
TONIGHT s~cAUS~ I AM co 'VINCED T AT THE 
UNITED STATES IS 'OT FINISHED . WE ARE A 
NATIO ITH TROU3LES. BUT E JILL PR VAIL 
3ECAUSE I SE I 1 T IS H LL THE EV I DE 'CE OF 
CO 'Tl UITY OF LEADERS IP. I SEE YOU 'G A ' 

AND 'JOti E ' rJ, 0 ~ I LL ENT R T E PROCESS OF 
POLITICS AND GIVE E· ERGIES TOT E 
'AT I ONAL RED ~1PT I 0 ' THAT ~E ~ I LL ACHIEVE . E 

STA 0 0 THE T' RESHOLO OF A BETTER TOMORROW. 
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THE STRUCTURES OF GOVER. tv.ENT A~'D TH I 

RELATIONSHIP , 0 'E TOT E OTHER, ULTl r ~ATELY 

R ST UPON T C: Ur~AN nuAL I TY A D CHARACTER OF 

THE GOVERN i,Er'T ' S PERSON 'EL . A 0 I 3-L I EVE 

THAT THIS IS A NATIO OF TALE 'T AND VIRTUE . -
SUCH A NAT ION ~ ILL ASSERT ITS OUNTIFUL 

FUTURE I TERr~s OF SELF RESPECT - - - I UTUAL 

RESPECT --- A '0 YOUR l : 'VOLVE~ T 1'ILL R DE Ii 

Ar iER I CA. 

I THA~K YOU. 



REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
FIFTH ANNUAL NATIONAL STUDENT SYMPOSIUM ON THE PRESIDENCY 

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE PRESIDENCY 
AT THE SHERATON INN & INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTER 

RESTON, VIRGINIA 
8:00 P.M. FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 1974 

FOR RELEASE IN SATURDAY A.M. 'S 

I am honored by your invitation to address the Fifth 

Annual National Student Symposium on the Presidency, and to meet 

with so many outstanding young people from the academic centers 

of America. 

I deeply regret the absence of one of the real moving 

spirits in the development of the Center, my good friend 

Jim Hagerty. I am well aware of Jim's valuable work as co-

chairman of the Board of Trustees for the Center. I hope and 

trust he will soon be helping again in the continuation of this 

:impressive program. 

Dr. Hoxie, I want to express my sincere thanks to you 

and the Center for the Study of the Presidency for your kind 

in vi tat ion to speak in the context of this year's theme, "'11 he 

People, The Congress, and The Presidency.'' This is a difficult 

assjgnment for a Vice President aware that he was not elected by 

the people, who is no longer a Member of the House, and is 

certainly not to be confused with the high office of the President. 

Many distinguished political leaders -- including some 

former vice presidents -- had little regard for the office. 

President Harry S. Truman would have been amused by your 

selection of a Vice President to address the theme you have chosen. 

President Truman, speaking from his own experience, said that "the 

relatJonsllip between the President and the Vice-President is 

compl.tcut..1 . .:J, and it is complicated further by the fact that the 

(more) 
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Vice President is in between the legislative and executive 

branches of the government without, in the last analysis, being 

responsible to either." 

Harry Truman went on to say that while the Senators look 

on the Vice President as their presiding officer only, he is 

actually "outside the pale as far as the Senatorial club is 

concerned." 

Vice President Alben W. Barkley, upon assuming office, 

commented that "Inasmuch as I am about to enter upon the 

discharge of duties that require four years of silence, I will 

be brief." 

Woodrow Wilson said that "chief embarrassment" in 

discussing the Vice President's office is, that "i~ explaining 

how little there is to be said about it, one has evidently said 

all there is to say." 

Wilson's Vice President, Thomas Marshall, said "he would 

rather be made a regent of the Smithsonian Institution so that 

he could compare his fossilized life with the fossils of all agffi." 

Incidentally, I am now a rege~t of the Smithsonian, so I don't 

face that choice. And I would point out that Mr. Marshall's 

main cl.aim to fame is his comment "what this country needs is a 

good 5 cent cigar." 

Benjamin Franklin was against having a Vice President at 

all. Franklln said that "if they insist upon having one, I shall 

address him as 'Your Superfluous Excellency'." 

Thomas Jefferson took a philosophical view. He said that 

"the second office of this government is honorable and easy; the 

first is but a splendid misery." 

Theodore Roosevelt thought the vice presidency was "really 

a fifth wheel." He said "it is not a stepping stone to anything 

but oblivion." And he went on to comment that he would rather 

be anybody, say a professor of history, than Vice President." 

With all respect to Theodore Roosevelt, I am not seeking 

to become a professor. I am honored to be Vice President. I 

agree more with a Vice President who said the Vice Presidency is 

(more) 
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not "a spare tire on the automobile of government." 

Accordingly, I would like to share some personal thoughts. 

I commend the Center for pursuing citizenship education. We are 

living at a time when confidence in the public service professions 

has eroded. The word "politician" is today almost a·diatribe. 

Many are voicing distrust of our political system. 

What is to happen to our form of Government if too many 

persons in public office are suspected of corruption and self

interest? I make no excuse for bumbling bureaucrats or dishonest 

politicians. But I do point out that our political system works 

so well that a few rotten apples cannot turn it sour. 

The body politic of America is healthy. It contains the 

strength to heal itself. It can find renewed vigor.and energy. 

But we need new blood. We need the talented young people 

assembled here tonight from universities throughout the Nation. 

We need educators like Dr. Hoxie to promote the quality of our 

national life -- and the quality of our politicians. 

America can expect no more of its leaders than the full 

measure of their capacities and integrity. We must not only ,~:~ · 
r~~· 

expect that full measure -- we must demand it. ·~ 

I regret there is such a widespread disappointment in 

our political system and in politics generally. Much has been 

made of the President's low rating of only about 26% in a recent 

popularity poll. But notice that the polls also disclosed that 

the people rated Congress at a mere 21% -- several notches below 

the President. 

This indicates the public is not only unhappy with the 

Executive Branch but even less pleased with the Congress. 

It also indicates that the time has come to restore our 

political system to a status that will generate public confideme. 

That is a tremendous challenge to those who choose a 

career in politics. We simply must do a better job. And I refer 

both to the Executive and Legislative branches and to both major 

political parties. 

(more) 
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Americans are tired of rhetoric. The people want results. 

They do not care whether Republicans or Democrats do the job. 

But they want the job done. Elected officials must perform or 

face rejection at the polls. 

This is a government of separate but equal branches, of 

checks and balances. Our strength lies in the two-party system. 

It requires the competition bred by free enterprise. We need 

two viable parties if each is to monitor the othe~. We also need 

an element of mutual trust to unite Americans in a bi-partisan h:,·0:1; 

spirit to race problems at home and abroad. r~ 

The freedom of the American people is most directly ~~? {.

1 

'----_../ 
asserted through representation in the Congress, in the co-equal 

power the legislative branch shares with the executive branch. 

And, because of my previous experience on Capitol Hill, I must 

warn against the danger of a so-called veto proof Congress. An 

effective Congress requires internal checks and balances. 

I have now spent a little more than 100 days as Vice 

President. As I continue to familiarize myself with my role, it 

appears less constricted by history and more determined by 

emerging needs. We must look forward rather than backward. We 

see new perceptions. 

Of course, we learn from the past and cherish our great 

history and even sometimes regret our mistakes. But we live 

for the presept and the future. I do not believe in endlessly 

replaying last Saturday 1 s game but in training hard for next 

Saturday's. The upcoming game is the most important of all. 

But the game must not be a spectator sport involving 

too many passive viewers. It is not a super bowl to be played 

by a few and watched by many. It is actually a massive test of 

our concept of self-government in which all must participate in 

every corner of America. 

When I became Vice President, I pledged to use whatever 

reputation for truth and fairness I acquired in the House along 

with whatever capacity for reasonable compromise I might possess 

to make this Government worl<. better for the good of all Americans. 

(more) 
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I refer not only to the differences between the House and 

Senate, between the Congress and the Executive branch, but also 

among the individuals of both parties. 

I believe the Vice Presidency presents a unique 

opportunity as its perspective is both legislative and 

executive, making possib communication and compromise. 

As Vice President, I seek reconciliation, not 

recrimination. 

While this may not be a spectacular role for the next 

three years, it is the way I see it. I do not share the 

pessimism or withdrawal syndrome of some of my predecessors. 

I envisage a vice-presidential function involving solid and 

responsib work for the future, at home and abroad, while 

mediating and moderating differences, remaining open and 

flexible, to keep America great. 

To achieve this, the Vice President must remain his own 

man. The only pledge by which I have bound myself in accepting 

the Presidentts trust the commitment by which we are all 

bound, before God and the Constitution, to do our best for 

America. 

convinc 

I share these thoughts with you tonight l>ecause I am 

that the United States is not finished. We are a 

nation with troubles. But we will prevail because I see in 

this the evidence of continuity of leadership. I see young 

men and women who will enter the process politics and give 

new energies to the national redemption that we will achieve. 

We stand on the threshold of a better tomorrow. 

The structures of government and their relationship, one 

to the other, ultimately rest upon the human quality and characte:> 

of the government's personnel. And I believe that this is a 

Nation of talent and virtue. Such a nation will assert its 

bountiful future in terms of self respect -- mutual respect 

and your involvement will redeem America. 

I thank you. 

II # N 
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context of this year's theme)"The People, The Congress, And The Presidenc~ 
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certai~l not to be confused with the high office of the Presideli,t . 
. any distin1n1,,i.shed political leQ.dere .- - -incluatng somet mer vice 

pres1 ents - - - hail llttle r-egard for the office . 
President Harry S. Truman would have been amused by your selection 

of a Vice President to address the theme you have chosen . President Truman , 

speaking from his own experience, said that "the relationship between the President 

and the Vice-President is complicated, and it is complicated further by the fact 

that the Vice President is in between the legislative and executive branches of 

t he government without, in the last analysis, being responsible to either." 

Harry Truman went on to say that while the Senators look on the Vice 

President as r~iding officer only, he is actually "outside the pale as far 

as the Senatorial club is concerned • " 
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Vice President Alben W. Barkley, upon assuming office, commented 

that "Inasmuch as I am about to enter upon the discharge of duties that require 

four yea,of silence, I will be brief II 

c =:;;liiiill~&.\the "chief embarrassment " in discussing -t he Vice President's office is, that in explaining how little there is to be -
said about it, one has evidently said all there is to say . " 

,_. ...................... ~@•B~l~E•S ........ 3, .. 991 ........... a 

Wilson's Vice President, Thomas Marshall-eSliil•tl••d-Wm¢!1!!!!iillll•=•..._ 

be made a regent of the Smithsonian Institution so that 
ecc.Jd L ' 

e~ compare ..,fllS 

fossilized life with the fossils of all ages .J//11 'ncioentaiiy, am 10 a :ter,ei.u v.1. 

§:, d -> t t ~ , 1 t ce that choice,, A.nd T wo~1ld ryoint out that M:r" 
7'-' 'Marshall I s..,;ia Jl cl"li..rn. to 8.IDP ~_.}:li.._13 ~~P,ni:; XW 11wat "tP!is' COUQ...t-'-rv _n_~eds iS 

a~~,,...~ll'?l<t~lt! 'Wa'1f s.~ ~~~~t:xu~~mzx 
a ~ cig£ir 

"d J1P.n .i~H'l;_nhwraruciln tv,·as aP'a i..ns.t having .a Vic.e Pr0esid~nt .at all.1..Er.<tnklin sa1 that' iI t ey ins1s uport having one, ! shau ad. ress him as Your 

Superfluous Excellency 1 II 

. . 
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Thomas Jef.fe r son took a philosophical view. He said that "the second 

office of this government is honorable and easy; the first is but a splendid 

misery . 11 

Theodore Roosevelt thought the vice presidency was "really a fifth 

wheel" . He said "it is not a stepping stone to anything but oblivion . 11 And 
comment 

he went on to - /that he would '~rather be anybody, say a professor of history, 

than Vice President . " 

w~~~J-.4~~ 
.A.i:ll c ag l I lu :Ef J 1 tlu · ~ Ali r 1 

• t I · I Si f, I ••-9t:t A ~ 

No T Se't:1C1,,,G. 9 " E' H ONO/t.f; I> ~ /.1 t:=-
.fu l ;.ml' SO I! to become a professor . I a,m · llH J J J a Vice President. 

_ __...1t ,, 11 s : c a :e ca J. e1.~ /)t'\~:f 1/.-lc P,.,, • c •..rJ ""4tJ ,...,;J 
~~I • Aiii:j$sz i ag 1?(1 iiJa kbn N ance 61 ~ ti r~ the Vice Presidency is~ 

<.117•&•1J "a spare tire on the automobile of government . 11 

p t:/tSON/f'-
Accordingly , I would like to share some thoughts . wit:& yeu h:M:i~ht on tlie'" ,,..... 

:iJnpm 1411re riF ha79# g th: 1laHoashlp of the Ptesldency to the @engross a.t:d 

the 1cleva11:ge,.gf ettch Stael; be the fattne 7 ad 1 ip Of BUI i'Iatian • I commend 

the Center for pursuing citizenship e d uca ti on• 0CJ1::6tilirl!bit!h111m•Jslli"1!1!@iill ... 1•t ... ._ __ ._._.... ___ ,i.e.e.._ 

\Je are living at a time when confidence in the public service professions has 
today 

eroded. The word "politician" i~lmost a •••• diatribe. 

voicing distrust of our political system • 
TOo MllN)I 

What is to happen to our form of Government if a persons in public office 
A 

are suspected of corruption and self-interest ? I make no excuse for bumbling 

bureaucrats or dishonest politicians. But I do point out that our political system 

works so well that a few .... rotten apples cannot turn it sour . 

. . 
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/ 
The body politic of America is healthy. It contains the strength 

J T "-AN qr~ wer 
to heal itself • .a J~ind renewed vigor and energy.1.J...!ut J\ need a new blood 

W& need• the talented young people assembled here tonight from 

universities throughout the Nation . 

n 
.... need• educators like Dr. Hoxie 

PAoMoTtr 
t.-eai~!l+ih~a!"!1~c"'eheh!tt111CC••s,...ff!1-•--==•=t•; iii' 1111-... p-.-·~'slliiiiiiif4" 1>t;••flll!!ls11Ct the quality of our national 

life - - - and the quality of our politicians . 

'Fod:z5 1 i 11•\llie1t:h • • t tam orrwurl Iii lt 1oac1 s . America can expect 
integrity . , 

no more of its leaders than the full measure of their capacities and ...... 
full 

We must not only expect that/measure --- we must demand it. 

,1 .. .,..-. .. _.15iOill~pjl!;ijti§iiiila;;;;:;mr.;~tllli .. !Pll!&~S .. f•I~j21£!'9!111!~8 .. t•l ... lfille'•' .. .,.lllllllllli!.~c I regret 

v...,.lilJi!i!•lll•' 1111 Nlb•lltl there is such a widespread disappointment in our political 

system and in politics generally . Much has been made of the President's 

low rating of only about 26 % in a recent popularity poll. 
NOTIC.E 

But cl1•1 c 

that the polls also disclosed that the people rated Congress at a mere 21 % 

several notches below the President . 

This indicate"..-, the public is not only unhappy with the Executive 

Branch but even less pl eased with the Congress. 

It also indi: ed t: t the time has come ii' --•~r~•tt•imi•1••aim11i"6s 
Tb J'€sT01t.C' a a 2: s a ,,, 

ili!JL;;;8i••t•ll!P!.&nd stlhtszts S:t i • A°ur political system to a status that will 

generate public confidence . 

That°is a tremendous challenge to those who choose a career in politics. 

We simply must do a better job. And I refer both to the Executive and 

Legislative branches and to both~ major political parties . 

Americans are tired of rhetoric. The people want results. They do 

not care ••••• whether Republicans or Democrats do the job But 

. . 
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they want the job done. Elected officials must perform or 

face rejection at the polls. 

This is a government of separate but equal branches, 

of checks and balances. Our strength lies in the two-party 

system. It requires the competition bred by free enterprise. 

We need two viable parties if each is to monitor the other. 

We also need an element of mutual trust to unite Americans 

in a bi-partisan spirit to face problems at home and abroad. 

The freedom of the American people is most directly 

asserted through representation in the Congress, in the 

co-equal power the legislative branch shares with the 

executive branch. And, because of my previous experience on 

Capitol Hill, I must warn against the danger of a so-called 

veto proof Congress. An effective· Congress requires internal 

checks and balances. 

I have now spent a little more than 100 days as Vice 

President. As I continue to familiarize myself with my role, 

it appears less constricted by history and more determined by 

emerging needs. We must look forward rather than backward. 

We seek new perceptions. 

Of course, we learn from the past and cherish our 

great history --- and even sometimes regret our mistakes. 

. . 

. } 

/ 





- ~ -

But we live for the present and the future. I do not believe 

in endlessly replaying last Saturday's game but in training 

hard for next Saturday ' s . The upcoming game is the most 

important of all. 

But the game must not be a spectator sport involving 

too many passive~viewers . It is not a super bowl to be 

played by a few and watched by many . It is actually a massive 

test of our concept of self-government in vhich all must 

participate in every corner of America . 

When I became Vice Preaident, I pledged to use whatever 

reputation for truth and fairness I acquired in the House along • 

with whatever capacity for reasonable compromise I might possess 

to make this Government work better for the good of all Americans. 

I refer not only to the differences between the House and 

Senate , between the Congress and the Executive branch , but also 

among the individuals of both parties . 

Vice Pre s ident, I seek reconciliation, not recrimination. -b 

years, it is the vay I see it. I do not share the 

·i 
1 

While this may not be a spectacular role for the next 

pessimism or withdrawal syndrome of some of my predecessors. 

I envisage a vice - presidential function involving solid and 

responsible work for the future, at home and abroad, while 

. . 
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mediating and moderating differences, remaining open and 

flexible, to keep America great. ~ 

-tt> ~~ ~v . 
\1{1111 I shall cert:e:bly remain~own man. The only 

pledge by which I have bound myself in accepting the President's 

trust is the commitment by which we are all bound, before God 

and the Constitution, to do our best for America. 

I share these thoughts with you tonight because I am 

convinced that the United States is not finished. We are a 

nation with troubles. But we will prevail because I see in 

this hall the evidence of continuity of leadership. I see 

((\e.rV 
young~ and women who will enter the process of politics 

and give new energies to the national redemption that we will 

iJ<_a,tV 
achieve. We stand on the threshold of a-n:-e-v tomorrow. 

The structures of government and their relationship, 

one to the other, ultimately rest upon the human quality and 

character of the government's personnel. And I _.,. u ta. 

believe that this is a Nation of talent and virtue. Such a 

nation will assert its bountiful future in terms of self 

respect -- - mutual respect --- and your involvement will 

redeem America. 

I thank you. 

G
. 

I 
{) 
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INSF.RT: I d8eply reeret thP. absenc~ of one of the real moving spirits in the 

development of the Cen1-,er , my good friend Jim 'H<igertyg I am well aware 

of Jim' s valuable work as cho-chairman of the Board of' l'ruatees far 

the C0 ntero T hope and trust he will soon h8 wekzR~xagai!lxfexzx 

helping again tn the continuation of t~is impr!!ssive ~ ryrogreir. 
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FOR RELEASE IN SATURDAY A.M. 'S 

I am honored by your invitation to address the Fifth 

Annual National Student Symposium on the Presidency and to meet 

with so many outstanding young people from the academic centers 

of America. 

I deeply regret the absence of one of the real moving 

spirits in the development of the Center, my good friend 

Jim Hagerty. I am well aware of Jim's valuable work as co-

chairman of the Board of Trustees for the Center. I hope and 

trust he will soon be helping again in the continuation of this 

impressive program. 

Dr. Hoxie, I want to express my sincere thanks to you 

and the Center for the Study of the Presidency for your kind 

invitation to speak in the context of this year's them~ "The 

People, The Congress, and The Presidency." This is a difficult 

\ 

assignment for a Vice President aware that he was not elected by 

the people, who is no longer a Member of the House, and is 

certainly not to be confused with the high office of the President. 

Many distinguished political leaders -- including some 

former vice presidents -- had little regard for the office. 

President Harry S. Truman would have been amused by your 

selection of a Vice President to address the theme you have chosen. 

President Truman, speaking from his own experience, said that "the 

relationship between the President and the Vice-President is 

complicated, and it is complicated further by the fact that the 

(more) 
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Vice President is in between the legislative and executive 

branches of the government without, in the last analysis, being 

responsible to either." 

Harry Truman went on to say that while the Senators look 

on the Vice President as their presiding officer only, he is 

actually 11 outside the pale as far as the Senatorial club is 

concerned." 

Vice President Alben W. Barkley, upon assuming office, 

commented that 11 Inasmuch as I am about to enter upon the 

discharge of duties that require four years of silence, I will 

be brief." 

Woodrow Wilson said that "chief embarrassment" in 

discussing the Vice President's office is, that "in explaining 

how little there is to be said about it, one has evidently said 

all there is to say." 

Wilson's Vice President, Thomas Marshall, said "he would 

rather be made a regent of the Smithsonian Institution so that 

he could compare his fossilized life with the fossils of all ages." 

Incidentally, I am now a regent of the Smithsonian, so I don't 

face that choice. And I would point out that Mr. Marshall's 

main claim to fame is his comment 11 what this country needs is a 

good 5 cent cigar." 

Benjamin Franklin was against having a Vice President at 

all. Franklin said that "if they insist upon having one, I shall 

address him as 'Your Superfluous Excellency'." 

Thomas Jefferson took a philosophical view. He said that 

"the second office of this government is honorab and easy; the 

first is but a splendid misery." 

Theodore Roosevelt thought the vice presidency was "really 

a fifth wheel." He said 11 it is not a stepping stone to anything 

but oblivion." And he went on to comment that he would rather 

be anybody, say a professor of history, than Vice President. 11 

With all respect to Theodore Roosevelt, I am not seeking 

to become a professor. I am honored to be Vice President. I 

agree more with a Vice President who said the Vice Presidency 

(more) 
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not "a spare tire on the automobile of government." 

Accordingly, I would like to share some personal thoughts. 

I commend the Center for pursuing citizenship education. We are 

living at a time when confidence in the public service professions 

has eroded. The word "politician" is today almost a diatribe. 

Many are voicing distrust of our political system. 

What is to happen to our form of Government if too many 

persons in public office are suspected of corruption and self-

interest? I make no excuse for bumbling bureaucrats or dishonest 

politicians. But I do point out that our political system works 

so well that a few rotten apples cannot turn it sour. 

The body politic of America is healthy. It contains the 

strength to heal itself. It can find renewed vigor and energy. 

But we need new blood. We need the talented young people 

assembled here tonight from universities throughout the Nation. 

We need educators like Dr. Hoxie to promote the quality of our 

national life -- and the quality of our politicians. 

America can expect no more of its leaders than the full 

measure of their capacities and integrity. We must not only 

expect that full measure -- we must demand it. 

I regret there is such a widespread disappointment in 

our political system and in politics generally. Much has been 

made of the President's low rating of only about 26% in a recent 

popularity poll. But notice that the polls also disclosed that 

the people rated Congress at a mere 21% -- several notches below 

the President. 

This indicates the public is not only unhappy with the 

Executive Branch but even less pleased with the Congress. 

It also indicates that the time has come to restore our 

political system to a status that will generate public confiderce. 

That is a tremendous challenge to those who choose a 

career in politics. We simply must do a better job. And I refer 

both to the Executive and Legislative branches and to both major 

political parties. 

(more) 
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Americans are tired of rhetoric. The people want results. 

They do not care whether Republicans or Democrats do the job. 

But they want the job done. Elected officials must perform or 

face rejection at the polls. 

This is a government of separate but equal branches, of 

checks and balances. Our strength lies in the two-party system. 

It requires the competition bred by free enterprise. We need 

two viable parties if each is to monitor the other. We also need 

an element of mutual trust to unite Americans in a bi-partisan 

spirit to face problems at home and abroad. 

The freedom of the American people is most directly 

asserted through representation in the Congress, in the co-equal 

power the legislative branch shares with the executive branch. 

And, because of my previous experience on Capitol Hill, I must 

warn against the danger of a so-called veto proof Congress. An 

effective Congress requires internal checks and balances. 

I have now spent a little more than 100 days as Vice 

President. As I continue to familiarize myself with my role, it 

appears less constricted by history and more determined by 

emerging needs. We must look forward rather than backward. We 

see new perceptions. 

Of course, we learn from the past and cherish our great 

history and even sometimes regret our mistakes. But we live 

for the present and the future. I do not believe in endlessly 

replaying last Saturday's game but in training hard for next 

Saturday's. The upcoming game is the most important of all. 

But the game must not be a spectator sport involving 

too many passive viewers. It is not a super bowl to be played 

by a few and watched by many. It is actually a massive test of 

our concept of self-government in which all must participate in 

every corner of America. 

When I became Vice President, I pledged to use whatever 

reputation for truth and fairness I acquired in the House along 

with whatever capacity for reasonable compromise I might possess 

to make this Government work better for the good of all Americans. 

(more) 
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I refer not only to the differences between the House and 

Senate, between the Congress and the Executive branch, but also 

among the individuals of both parties. 

I believe the Vice Presidency presents a unique 

opportunity as its perspective is both legislative and 

executive, making possible communication and compromise. 

As Vice President, I seek reconciliation, not 

recrimination. 

While this may not be a spectacular role for the next 

three years, it is the way I see it. I do not share the 

pessimism or withdrawal syndrome of some of my predecessors. 

I envisage a vice-presidential function involving solid and 

responsible work for the future, at home and abroad, while 

mediating and moderating differences, remaining open and 

flexible, to keep America great. 

To achieve this, the Vice President must remain his own 

man. The only pledge by which I have bound myself in accepting 

the President's trust is the commitment by which we are all 

bound, before God and the Constitution, to do our best for 

America. 

I share these thoughts with you tonight because I am 

convinced that the United States is not finished. We are a 

nation with troubles. But we will prevail because I see in 

this hall the evidence of continuity of leadership. I see young 

men and women who will enter the process of politics and give 

new energies to the national redemption that we will achieve. 

We stand on the threshold of a better tomorrow. 

The structures of government and their relationship, one 

to the other, ultimately rest upon the human quality and character> 

of the government's personnel. And I believe that this is a 

Nation of talent and virtue. Such a nation will assert its 

bountiful future in terms of self respect -- mutual respect 

and your involvement will redeem America. 

I thank you. 

# # # 




