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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Statement by Vice President Gerald R. Ford

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:
Tuesday, February 19, 1974 Paul Miltich: U456-2364

I am deeply disappointed by the results of the election in
Michigan's Fifth Congressional District. No doubt many factors
figured in the outcome. One factor must be the extraordinarily
heavy spending on behalf of the Democratic candlidate. It also seems
clear that Republicans failed to turn out in adequate numbers in
support of the GOP candldate. At the same time, the temporary
turmoil plaguing Michigan's economy would have to be considered an
underlying cause of the Republican candidate's defeat. And the
skepticism prevalent about politics today certalnly added to the
adverse impact of economic conditions. I feel confident that as
economic conditions improve, the fortunes of the Republican Party

will improve.

# # #
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