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Sununary 

197-2-. 
'-.. 

May 1973 

Spring 1973 

June 6, 1973 

Spring 1974 

April 1974 

November 1975 

QUEENS BED ROOM 

Seyniour furniture collection 
given, part purchased from :::-vernon Stoneman, 
Boston, Massachusetts 

) 

aid Mr. Vernon eman for Seymour 
Collection of furniture - _::_;:--:_:-:_::-:_=-1r5'3,...Sl..s..cL 
Seyniour Secretary ---------)4S·, OOO _ _Pd· 

,. 3Q, 000 pd. I? "'l 974 
"-------- .,,,,,.· ,.. .. -

15, 000 pd. -Feb. 1975 

Original discussions with Mrs. Nixon., Mr. Jones, 
and Mr. Conger on changes in Queens Room fabrics, 
furniture, draperies, upholsteries. 

Mrs. Nixon approved architectural changes 
(mantel, chair rail, cornices, etc.). Upgrade 
furniture with Seyniour pieces. 

Mrs. Nixon approved all basic fabric designs. 

Basic fabric orders placed by Mr. Conger with 
Scalamandre. (Basic fabrics delivered July 1974); 
bills paid December 1974: · $3, 907 . 

Aprild \974 Supplemental orders placed by Mr. Byers and 
- an ater ---- ...-....... • Jones'in 1974 and early 1975 after extensive 

consultations and reorders. 

d l -;e nes w<X:le e Supplemental fabric bills paid in 1975 ----$13, 048 

Fall 1975 

Unpaid fabric bills $ 387 

Decorating Company to be paid: 
(work already done months ago) 

New draperies ------- $6206 
Dressing new bed----- $4975 

' 



Alternative Possibilities 

Recommended: No. 1: Redress present bed in new materials-$3945 

Not Recommended: 
No. 2: Rework and redress present bed in our 
own rose taffeta material ------------------$4887 
(same price if new rose taffeta materials used) 

Not Recommended: 
No. 3: Redo in corredYdesigned pi:esent draperies C/.Stl11 
iR

4
rose material --- __ e _____________ --- ----$3699 

pres~r 
New trinunings - jabots,, guimpe, etc. for draperies 
and bed .to match rose taffeta would cost an un­
determined amount, but approximately ---- -$9000 

Not Recommended: 

Cost of new rose taffeta material for draperies 
and bed hangings only if needed----------- -$20, 000 



. . 

Monday U/24/75 

4:10 Clem Conger brought in the attached for you to 
take to Mr•. Ford (Deed• to be approv-ecl before 
they leave). 

Mr. Conger would like to talk with you (on the phone 
at 1 .. t> before yoo take the package to Mr•. Ford. 

' 
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November 25, 1975 

:MEMORANDUM FOR MRS. FORD 

-FROM CLEM CONGER 

Back a long time ago when we bad the rug made by 
Mr. Frank M • .Mlcbaellaa. Spinning Wheel. in New York that 
is preaeatly in the State Dining Room/' Mr. Scouten suggeated. 
that we ha Ye an alternate rag made lnasmuc h as that one wa.a 
sucb a bargain at $12. 000. It would be worth in the general 
market somewhere in exceaa of $30., 000. ·Mrs. Nixon_ Mr. Scouten_ 
Mr. joaea and I all worked on this Rbject of a aecond rug and 
the idea waa to make it virtaally ldeatical ia many ways. but a little 
bit warmer in feeling. These rugs are made in IDdia., the only 
place in the world we are told. where there ls a lomn that can make 
a rug so wide. The State Dlaiag Room rag mea•ures 43'' 5" x 
28' x 9". Normally rugs canllOt be made wider thaa Zl feet. 

""" Thia alternate rt18 took about a year to man and bas been 
at the warehouae for several months. We have been wanting to getib 
in for you to see. Unfortunately because of the large size, we 
woald have to rent a track at some expense to bring it la here. 
Mr. Scouten and I wonder if when you come back from China if 
yoa w0ttld mind going with me to the warehouse for "juat a few minutes 
to see it there. If thi• ia not convenient, we will of course go ahead 
and have it brought la to the White Hoa••• 

Becau•• of the conatant usage and constant •pillage on the 
rug in the State Dining Roam. it more tban any other rooin needs 
an alternate rug. As you know• we try to have alternate rugs for 
all tbe principal room.a. 

' 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

Tl:IE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 26, 1975 

MRS. BETTY FORD 

PHIL BUCHENf.aJ 

Attached is a memorandum prepared by Clem Conger 
after several consultations with me and after he 
had obtained the letters which are attached. 

\ 
I am sending a copy at the same time to 
Rex Scouten, and I would be glad to meet with 
you and him whenever it is convenient for you 
late this afternoon. / 

Attachment 

cc: Rex Scouten 

, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 24, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR MRS. FORD 

SUBJ: "Materials for the Queens' Bedroom" 

The original discussions with Mrs. Nixon on refurbishing 

the Queens' Bedroom began back in the Spring of 1973. We do not have 

notes on all the meetings with Mrs. Nixon, but we do have a note 

dated June 6, 1973, in which she approved the architectural im-

provements to the room and upgrading the collection of furniture 

by using the best pieces of the Seymdur collection of furniture for 

the Queens' Bedroom, the Queens' Sitting Room, and the East 
" / 

Sitting Hall. 

The wonderful collection of very beautiful and rather feminine 

American furniture by John and Thomas Seymour of Salem, 

Massachusetts was acquired from Mr. Vernon Stoneman of Boston 

during 1972. Mr. Stoneman gave the tambour pedimented secretary 

by the Seymours, now in the East Sitting Hall, valued in excess of 

$50, 000. 

The basic fabrics for the Queens' Bedroom (draperies, , 
bed hangings, upholsteries) were approved by Mrs. Nixon in the 

Spring of 1974 after a series of discussions on the improvements 

in the Room, dating back into 1973. This basic order was placed 

with Scalamandre in April 1974 and delivered to Browne Decorating 
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Company, Atlanta, Georgia, in June 1974. The first bill for fabrics 

amounting to $3, 907 was received in July 1974 but was not paid 

until December 1974. Supplemental orders for guimpe, fringe, 

jabots, and other materials were placed thereafter, after extensive 

consultations on colors and examination of samples by Mr. David 

Byers, Browne Decorating Company, Atlanta, and Mr. Edward 

Jones but not all items were delivered until early 1975. (See 

attached letter of October 28, 1975 from Mr. Byers). 

These consultations, which happen on most fabrics for every room, 

are carried on between Mr. Jones and Mr. Byers in Georgia. 
\ 

I am not concerned with most details once the basic fabric orders 

'" 
are placed. The bills for these fabxicifto date amount to $13,068 

and have been paid for in 1975. Guimpe, fringe and jabots, etc. are 

often more expensive than the basic fabrics but are very correct 

and very necessary: 

After the basic decisions are made, Mr. Jones or I place the 

basic orders for fabrics with Scalamandre or such·other firms as 

may be necessary. Materials are delivered to Mr. Byers at 

Browne Decorating Company, Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. Byers is one 

of many interior designers whose work is done in an independent shop 

in the very large firm of Browne Decorating-Company, Atlanta. 
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This is the finest firm in the United States for restoration type 

draperies, bed hangings, etc. As the Metropolitan Museum and other 

major collections and rollectors place their orders with Browne 

Decorating Company and because of the large volume of work done 

by this firm, deliveries are often quite slow. They try when possible 

to give preference to the White House. The person in charge of the 

shop has been absent for some time. Normally, we do not pay final 

bills until all the work in a room is finished. Because of the pas sage 

of so much time, we have paid part of the Scalamandre bills but not 

all. We do not pay Browne Decorating until an installation is completed. 

Per Mr. Byers' letter of October 21, attached, total cost of the new 

draperies in, the new materials will be $6206 which is not bad as costs _______ -~ 

go now. Cost of dressing the bed in the new materials amounts to 

$3945. 

The Queens' Bedroom is treated as a restoration room, and 

in our opinion the fabrics and designs should be the best and most 

authentic possible of the first quarter of the 19th century. 

We now realize you like the rose taffeta material which is 

presently in the draperies and bed hangings in the room. As we have 

said in the past, however, we wish to have you at least see the 

proposed new draperies before you make a final decision. I think that 

when you see the new draperies and bed hangings, you will most likely 
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'agree that they are much more beautiful than the present rose 

taffeta draperies. The new draperies and bed hangings are properly 

designed whereas the present draperies and bed hangings most 

definitely are not. The new draperies and bed hangings do relate to 

the other new upholsteries on chairs and sofa already in the Room. 

If you do not like the new draperies and bed hanging materials-> 

they can of course be stored. Then we could make correctly designed 

draperies in place of the present ones with present rose taffeta 

material. Perhaps most of the present rose taffeta material could 

be re-used, we are not sure. Boudi,n of Paris in the Kennedy .Admini­

\ 
stration selected these materials. Boudin designed the draperies 

·, 
and bed hangings. Mr. DuPont, then ?ead of the Fine .Arts Committee, 

did not approve Mrs. Kennedy's using Boudin' s designs as they were 

not correct to an American period house. 

If after seeing the new materials in place, you want to go back 

to the existing rose taffeta material, replacement material of the same 

design can be ordered from Jensen of Paris at $15~ if necessary. 

Cost of making the draperies in the rose taffeta material would be $3699. 

Redoing the present bed correctly in the Jensen rose taffeta material 

would be $4887 (See Mr. Byer1 s letter attached, dated November 7, 1975). 

We have contributed funds on hand to complete all work done 

to date and any foreseeable work in the future. 
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While you and the President are in China, we propose to 

install the mantel and chair railing whch you have already approved. 

We will hang the new draperies in the new materials for you to see. 

We will install the new bed temporarily and take the present bed 

to Atlanta for redressing, hopefully in the new materials. 

\ 

) 



Summary 

Spring 1973 

June 6, 1973 

Spring 1974 

April 1974 
and later 

Fall 1975 

November 1975 

QUEENS BED ROOM 

Original discussions with Mrs. Nixon, Mr. Jones, 
and Mr. Conger on changes in Queens' Room fabrics. 
furniture with Seymour pieces. 

Mrs. Nixon approved architectural changes (mantel, 
chair rail, cornices, etc.). Upgrade furniture, with 
Seymour pieces. 

Basic fabric orders placed by Mr. Conger with 
Scalamandre. (Basic fabrics delivered July 1974); 
bills paid December 1974: $3, 907 

Supplemental orders placed by Mr. Byers and 
Mr. Jones, deliveries made in 1974 and early 1975 
after extensive consultations and reorders. 

Supplemental fabric bills paid in 1975 ----$13, 048 
Unpaid fabric bills $ 387 

Browne Decorating Company to be paid: 
(work already done months ago) 

New draperies -------------$6206 
Dressing new bed _____ .:., ____ $4975 

Alternative Possibilities continued next page 

\ 
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Alternative Possibilities 

Recommended: No. 1: Redress present bed in new materials - $3945 

Not Recommended: 
No. 2: ·Rework and redress present bed in our 
own rose taffeta material ------------.:.-------$4887 
(same price if new rose taffeta materials used) 

Not Recommended: 
No. 3: Redo in correctly designed draperies using 
present rose material --- --- --- -- - -- - -- -- --- -$3699 

New trimmings - jabots, guimpe, etc. for draperies 
and bed to match rose taffeta would cost an un­
determined amount, but approximately --------$9000 

\ 
Not Recommended: 

Cost of new rose taffeta :i;naterial for draperies 
and bed hangings only if ~;,eded---------------$20, 000 
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c 
W.E.l3ROWNE DECORATING CO. 
443 Peacht~ee Str>eet. N. E. 

MR. CtEMENT E. CoNGER 
CURATOR 
WH ITE HOUSE 
t600 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 

WASH INGTON, D. C. 20006 

0EAR MR. CONGER: 

A. TIA~T A. 3()3f)S 

NOVEMBER 7 , 1975 J?e (! fJ 11V ( u~;ra.ed c FtC­
;Yo v.t JM-kA: { 7

1 
/C/7~ -

I AM SORAY ABOUT THE DELAY IN GETTING THIS QUOTATION 
TO YOU BUT WAS ANXIOUS TO BE SURE OF ITS ACCURACY ANO IT WAS 
NECESSARY TO GET THE YAROAGE PRICES THAT THE WHITE HouSE WOULD 
HAVE TO PAY FOR EACH ITEM REQUIRED. 

THE BED THAT IS AT PRESENT IN THE QUEEN'S BEDROOM 
IS OF COURSE LARGER THAN THE BED WHICH WE HAVE ALREADY COMPLETED, 
B UT A FT E R CA RE FU L PR I CE E S T I MATES WE HA VE C 0 ME U P W I TH TH E F 0 I,. - --- .i J, 

LOWING FIGURES. THE BED THAT IS AT PaESENT IN THE QUEEN'S BED - ,~'lt"l 
ROOM WOULD COST $4,887 .slL..I.pz-RE.=._DR APE EXACTLY AS _J_.I_IL~Q~DONC' 

lHE S~..o.N.E WITH THE%TABRIC~ WHICH ARE USED o~...,,+~upfiOL:" 
S~y OF THE CHA I RS AND ON THE -ORA ~C:JiJ_.E_L.'!l._<1"ULD COST ~,_2l!_5~-~ 
THE PRINCIPAL REASON IS THAT THE MATERIAL USED IS LESS C~ST PER 
YARD THAN THE MATERIAL NOW ON• THE BED, AND WE WERE ALSO USING A 
SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT DESIGN WHICH WE THOUGHT MIGHT BE PRETTIER IN 
THE ~QOM WITH THE NEW FABRICS. 

IT WOULD TAKE US APPROXIMATELY FOUR WEEKS TO RE-DO 
THE BED AND GET IT BACK TO THE WH ITE HOUSE. IN THE MEANTIME, I F 
I T IS SATISFACTORY WITH YOU, THE BED WE HAVE ALREADY DONE COULD 
STAY IN THE ROOM UNTIL THE OTHER IS COMPLETED. 

SINCERELY, 

W. E. BROWNE DECORATlNG COMPANY 

~~~H~Nl~~S~;vS1CA4 ~ 
VICE PRES IDENT 

DRB:RM 



W.E.BROWNt UECORATING CO. 
443 Peachtr-->ee Str>eet. N.E. 

Mr. Clement E. Conger, 
Curator, 
White House, 
1600 .Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Conger: 

ATIA.NT A 3().:J()S 

October 3, 1975 

Pursuant to your request of several weeks ago we will give you some idea of 
the tran!3:i.ction discussed involving potential delivery of work for the Queen's 
Bedroorn on the second floor. 

Mr. Conger, you may recall that the initial discussion was made in the spring 
of 1973 after the furniture and an Aubusson rug was acquired. When we made 
an installation in Washington in the fall of 1973 we discuc:;sed the potentiality 
ot using and worki~ a t,ch~1ne around the Stoneman Collection of New England~ 
furniture'1~6~ft:a/to 1:fie ~~ite House for this room. At that time we discussed 
the idea of reworking the plaster work, cornice and the treatment in the room, 
i.e. , the dado and moldings to conform with the New England sea.le and 
character of the mantelpiece selected. Also, at that time, t.tie .b"irst Lady was 
very interested and understood our reasoning, as weil as the architect, Mr. 
Jones', behind the rescaling of the design and the period precedent for the 
detail and treatment of this roo1n. 

We got together a scheme for you of an antique wallpaper of the period of the 
room which we were suggesting as a softening effect for the pictures and the 
scale of t:le furniture to be used. We discussed the potentiality of obtaining 

.. a rug t:"la.t would conform more in period and charac-ter, scale and coloring 
~. to the proposed arrangement. At that time we got together a scheme of fabrics 

(!!"" '\to blend with the antique wallpaper foat we were suggesting to be reproduced 
}for the romp and using the existing antique mirror from the dressing room 
above t~e inantel to conform with the scale of the room. We proposed a scheme 

"" of special stripe to be woven in colors as sample submitted, to be used for cur 
tains and the antique bed treabnent, with a brocaded lining tor the bed, inside 
curtains and bed.spread of strawberry patterned silk on a special blue green 
background as submitted. After the presentation of our scheme and propo!"ed 
i;;uggestions of fabrics to be especially woven were appro~d.. the first of the 

< year, we donfirmed the orders with Scalamandre in Apri1'.'f.s:ifficient striped 
fabric to be fabricated in special colprs, as approved, for the curtains and bed 

, 



hangings was then ordered from Paris to go with the Scalamandre brocade. 
The n'lanner of treatment was approved from the suggestion made, as photostat 
enclosed fron1 Mr. Montgomery• s book. 

It was discussed that we would do a curtain treatment on the window with cur­
tains draped with tassel mold fringe and a valance on rod similar to that treat­
ment at the 19th Century f;how at the Metropolitan MuReum exhibition, this 
i:;eemed to delight .the First Lady. 

During the season following we were able to find examples of an antique braid, 
fringe trinuning, etc. to be fabricated for this room by Scalamandre. lt took 
f!Oine months to get the silk dyed, wood molds made for the fringe and samples 
approved. During this time Miss Olsen had retired from Scalamandre. There 
was 3ome delay in the approval of the samples woven after the trimming depart­
ment was taken over by Mr. :::;tagmier. After all of the trimmings, brocade, etc. 
were approved from samples prepared, the orders went into work with 
Scalamandre with the exception of the stripe· for the curtains which we were to 
supply from our sources in France~ After fabrication of the fabrics and 
trimmings, it took some months to receive the order given in total and these 
·were billed to the White House by Scalamandre at cost upon receipt of same by 
us, as ordered April 1974. 

When the above fabrics were received, they were put into work by our work­
roo1ns to be installed at your convenience. It was understood that the fireplace 
in the room is to be changed and that fae room would be painted and wallpaper 
eliminated; the architectural changes are not to be made as originally discu~sed, 
but the mantel and special facings are to be completed in the fall, meanin·g 
approximately mid November, as you recently confirmed. We are planninjffu 
make in~tallation upon completion of t..11.ese alterations. lt is not unusual to take 
eighteen months to assemble orders for a decorating job when spedal fabrica­
tions and dying are necessary for execution of the scheme. 

It will be necessary to bring the present bed to Atlanta to deyelop:a! the design 
and execute the patterns properly. 

Trusting that the above explanations will clarify the time sequence of the 
execution of the order. 

Sincerely, 

W., E. BROWNE DECuRATING COMPANY 

J)~~J G2 ,Ji,;. ..-J a; u-. l"'-
David Richmond Byers ill · · " 
Vice President 

DRB:dt 

, 
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W.E.BROWNt OECORATIN(J CO. 
443 Peachtr>ee Str>eet. N_E_ 

A TIAflliiijT A 3()3()8 

OCTOBER 28, 1975 

MR . CLEMENT E. CONGER 
CURATOR 
VIH ITE HOUSE 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 

WASH INGTON, 0. C. 20006 

DEAR MR. CONGER: 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR RECENT REQUEST TO SEND YOU 
INFORMATION FROM OUR RECORDS AS TO SCHEDULED ORDERS OF MATERIALS 
ANO PROGRESS OF WORK ON THE QUEEN'S BEDROOM, l HAVE THE FOLLOW­
ING TO REPORT. 

As I RECALL, A RUG WAS OBTAINED FOR THIS ROOM BY YOU 
TO REPLACE THE MODER~ AUBUSSON IN THE ROOM IN THE LATE SUMMER 
OF 1973• I WAS INFORMED BY ~R. JONES THAT FABRICS HAO BEEN SUB­
MITTED AND APPROVED BY YOU ANO THE COMMITTEE AND WHAT DESIGN$ 
WERE SUGGESTED. I MADE STUDIES AND QUANTITY ESTIMATES ANO PLACED 
THE ORDER FOR ALL MAJOR QUANTITIES OF MATERIALS JUST AFTER THE 
FIRST OF APRIL 1974• THIS INCLUDED FABRICS FOR DRAPERIES, BED 
AND ALL UPHOLSTERING. OF ~OURSE YOU UNDERSTAND THAT BRAID, TRIM­
MINGS ANO SPECIAL FRINGES ARE ALWAYS ORDERED LATER AS THE SCHEME 
IS DEVELOPED AND SPECIAL SAMPLES ARE APPROVED. AS SAMPLES ARE 
APPROVED, SOMETIMES AFTER FOUR OR FIVE SUBMISSIONS, THEY ARE PUT 
INTO WORK. As A CONSEQUENCE, DELIVER1£S OF THESE SPECIAL ITEMS 
EXTENDED INTO LATE 1974 AND EARLY 1915• 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION, UPON THIRTY DAYS NOTICE WE COULD 
HAVE INSTALLED THIS ROOM AS EARLY AS NOVEMBER 1974• 

SINCERELY, 

DRB:RM 

' 
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W.E.B~OWNE UECORATING CO. 
443 Peachtriee Str>eet. N.E. 

ATLAP'lillTA S 

October 21, 1975 

Mr. Clement E. Conger, Curator, 
White Houi::e, 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Waf"hington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Conger: 

Listed herewith are the itemized decorations to complete the Queen's 
Bedroom; the room is to be installed at y~ur convenience after the completion 
of alterations around mid November: 

A. 

B. 

Two pairs of curtains of special imported pink and 
green stripe, fabricated with a_,..-dra:"ped valance on 
pole, as per engraving by Mesangeres Marblei= et 
Objets de Gout 1796-1830 and interpreted by us for 
the Metropolitan Museum ~how in 1970 and approved 
by the Fine Arts Commission. We have used own 
special trimming~ and braid, faced back with own 
special green taffeta using antique pole e nds . 

Labor for all above: $ 3 , 699. 00 Pr. 
63 yds . special stripe @ $24. 00 yd. 
(App1·ox. forty ( 4") yds. will be 
(retained for future U!=:e. 
17 yds. billed 1/31/75, work order 
7861, s ent to Le Volsie for covering 
own sofa by him) 1, 512. 00 
2 Pr. Antique pole end~ i n gilt 
wood deacquisitioned for the above 
Metropolitan show: 995. 00 

----- ·- -- ···---- . /?!~) }. 41.6 
The antique teac;ter bed (from the White Houc;e Collection) 

for use in the Queen' i:: Bedroom will have s i de and back cur­
tains and outside valance draped to confor m to the photograph 
shown from Mr. Montgomery's book of Wintheur , approved 
by The Fine Arts Committee using own braid and fringe; the 
ceiling and inside curtain"' have been fabr icated fron1 own 
espe cially made ~ilk strawberry pattern brocade. The bed-
spread and bolster made fro1n the sa1ne, and.. ~pecial green 
taffeta ,is uc;ed for the flounce. The outside curtainc; and 
valance made from the ~pecial imported ~tripe as the cur­
tains. 

' 
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Price for installaticm of the be:l. will 
include the posts extended, polishing , 
restoring the antique bowknot for the 
.canopy, special fitted box springs and 
mattreflc:: $ 3, 995. OJ 
40 yds . of c:pecial im.ported striped 
taffeta from France: 
(Approximately twenty (20) yd"' . will be 
retained for future u"'e•) 

We have had four antique New England 
Ride chairs re!'ltored in paint and gilt 
for this room, these chairs purchased from 
Arpad by The Fine Arts Committee: 

980.00 

-f}1·iZ. -t:t'j/) l f i 
~ /~,,,;. 

895.00 

Trusting the above is the information desired, I am 

DRB:dt 

Sincerely, 

W . E . BROWNE DECORATING COMPANY 

~~J G2_._~ .,J ~,IM_ ~ 
David Richmond Byers III 
Vice President 

' 
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Friday U/28/15 

10105 Clem Coqer la ln hU State Dept. of.flee •• wW be 
back in bia White Hou.•• office at noon and will be 
anilable any time after that to cll•cu•• yOUl" meetiq 
with Mr•. Ford. 

' 




