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November 1, 1974 

To: Dorothy Downton 

From: Phil Buchen 

If you f~l inclined, kindly supply a 
leas -than-personal •igned photograph. 

Tbi8 man is not a close friend of the 
President, so uee your judgment. 

Digitized from Box 48 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



C>LD KE NT BANK AND TR U ST CO M PANY 
NU MBER ONE VANDENB E RG CENTER 

CLARENCE v. LEE , JR., C. F . A . . 

VICE P RES I Oi::NT 

TRUST DEPART ME NT 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20504 

Dear Phil: 

GRAND RAP IDS, M I CHIGAN 49502 

October 30, 1974 

Enclosed is a copy of our current comments on the 
outlook for the economy and security markets. I thought 
that you might be interested. 

If it's not asking too much, I would gr e atly 
appreciate an autographed picture of Jerry Ford which 
I could frame and put in my off ice . This would be 
most appreciated. /3~ ~~ 

CVL:dp 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Senior Investment Off icer 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 10, 1975 

TO: Philip Buchen 

FROM: Mildred Leonard 

Subject: Authentic Autographs 

Anne Kamstra has forwarded a copy of your memorandum to William Casselman 
reference autographs. 

We receive between 250 and 300 requests for the President's PERSONAL auto­
graph each day. The greater number of them INSIST that they receive a 
photograph, golf ball, football, quilt patch, or other item PHYSICALLY 
signed by the President. 

Obviously it would be impossible to comply with all such requests. Pre­
sident Ford does want to sign CERTAIN photographs, from former colleagues, 
close friends, etc. But just taking care of these requests takes all too 
much of his valuable time. 

So we decided that those people sending in first-day covers (which many 
times are collected for monetary reasons) would receivac a letter such as 
the one to Mr. Louis F. Wallace, (copy attached); and those claiming to be 
"serious" autograph collectors or demanding only original signatures would 
receive a letter such as the one to Mr. Carl Dysland, (copy also attached). 
I have shown some of the letters to the President and he has agreed that 
we should be truthful about the whole thing.First such letter sent 1/28/75 

For the most part we have received favorable reactions as you will note 
from copies of letters we have received from some of the persons who had 
requested personal autographs. 

Attachments 

cc: William Casselman 
/ Virginia Olson 
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Februa ry 13, 1975 

Mr . Louis L. Wallace 
Box 98 
Pe r ry , Illinois 62362 

Dear Mr . Wal l a ce : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH!i'JGT 0 1'1 

President Ford has asked me to acknowledge your letter requesting 
his personal signature on the five postal covers you had enclosed. 

The President of the United States is facing major domestic and 
foreign problems much greater than has any President faced at any 
other period in our history. His time and effort must be devoted 
to the solution of those problems. This means he is absorbed in 
meetings with his Cabinet, his domestic, and his foreign policy 
advisors on a daily basis. In addition he is expected to entertain 
foreign dignitaries, meet with patriotic, religious, and other gro~pi, 
and to participate in innumerable other activities attendant u2on 
his office--both in Washington and in other locations. 

The White House receives literally thousands of requests each <lay 
for personally signed postal covers, photographs, golf ball~, 
footballs, baseballs and every other type of merno~abilia. In view 
of the President's heavy schedule it would be physically i mpossible 
fo r him to comply. It has therefore been necessary to devise an­
oth e r way in which to honor such requests. This device~ the autopen, 
i s used in most instances. 

The autopenned signature is in fact an authentic signature (although 
not accepted by autograph dealers) inasmuch as it is simply a method 
wherein th e President's exact signature is written by an electric 
pe n. Since the majority of persons requesting the President's auto­
graph are more interested in their historical value than in their 
r.o netary value, this method has proved to be most satisfactory in 
Administrations in the past, as well as in the present one. 

However, since it is thought that persons do ~ollect postal covers 
f or monetary reasons, rather than to detract from the value of yours 
by having them signed by the electric pen) we are returning them to 
you. Of course if you have no objection to having your cover~ 
autopenned, please return them and we will be happy to comply. 

Sincerely, 

(Miss) Mildred Leonard 
Personal Assistant to.the President 

' ( . J) 
~-L> 

• 



March 6 , l 97 5 

Mr. Carl Dysland 
P. 0. Box 96 
Paso Robles, California 

Dear Mr. Dysland: 

• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

93446 

President Ford has asked me to acknowledge your letter requesting a personally autographed photograph. 

The President of the United States is facing major domestic and foreign problems much greater than any President has faced at any other period in our history. His time and effort must be devoted to the solution of those problems. This means he is absorbed in meetings with his Cabinet, his domestic, and his foreign policy advisors on a daily basis. In addition he is expected to entertain foreign dignitaries, meet with patriotic, religious, and other groups, and to participate in innumerable other activities attendant upon his office~-both in Washington and in other locations. 
The White House receives literally thousands of requests each day for personally signed photographs, golf balls, footballs, baseballs, ar.d every other type of memorabilia. In view of the President's heavy schedule it would be physically impossible for him to comply. ft has therefore been ne cessary to devise another way in which to honor such requests. This device, the autopen, is used in most insta nces. 

The autopenned signature is in fact an authentic signature (although not accepted by autograph dealers) inasmuch as it is simply a method wherein the President's exact signature is written by an electric pen. Since the majority of persons requesting the President's autograph are more interested in their historical value than in their monetary value, this method has proved to be most satisfactory in Administrations in the past, as well as in the present one. 
At President Ford's direction I am enclosing an autographed photo­graph and he hopes you will enjoy havin ~ it. He regrets as we all do that because of the above reasons it is not physically signed by him. 

· 
Sincerely, 

(Miss) Mildred Leonard 
Personal Assistant to the President 



~I, 1_111 -

Liss ~·:i-L2.re<l Leo:1ard 
Personal Assistant to the Preside~t 
The 1, :hi te ::ous e 
•:.rashington, D.C. 20500 

Dear }[iss Leonard, 

• 

I a::i e~closi!'!g a copy of our Club's r.ost recent publication, "?he Autographs of President Gerald R. Ford, " by UACC Vice ?resident Paul K. Car:::-. Perha.?s you recall ;y-our recent letter to Er. Carr, who is also Assista"'.'lt Principal at Eer-~srt Eoovz!' Ju:nior Eigh School in Rock":rille, Earyl:i.nd . You.?- letter , on t:•e autograph :po:!.ic_:.r of the Ford AC..,.'T'.inistration, i;.Till be incorporated. in r..y rrro!'!thl~r r.!essage £'rc:-n the President ( of the UACC). 

'lhe President should be congratulated on his honest.yr particul2rl-- in regard .tQ .'.:!.11ta?,~a-ch requests. J..n the ~er:r!eay, onnsQY! and !·li_~on a.CL9:ll~ist~2:_..icns, !"'J.8r:be~s c _: tl:3 ?reside:!L"ts ' star ... fs r.:.are tha::! once ~e:!ied the 1Js e of the 11.1.itap~:-t nachir..e in th9 1r·.~hite I:ouse . I~--.. ~~--!~-~~~slij_r:.~!.o read a lC3tter f!'c~ a ~em.~ey- of~~s ~ff aC.n; tti:!c:; some"'.:.hing which "1.lto~raph coll Be to;:-s ~lJ:!:l'!C.y kn0;r. I have :<!ade this poir:t i:i rny Earch column in "The Auto2; r::tph :.Jer,..rs, '' o\:.r r.o:-ithly !l~c·rslette:!:'. :r::.o::t.hly colurm is ent:itled "The Pen and Quill." 

_c..._s ~:-uJ. can see on p~ga 4 of the er.closed study, i~rr. FoYd t.ras -r.re~y ge:!ercus a yze_-r- 2.gc Hi'"!e~, as Vice Preside"!"lt, he too~< the ti:'.ne to ~ar.d-.-n-ite a lette:- to :-:i.:: f0r i~clusion in my collection of hand~r:::-itten letters of .fu~e~ican Vice Fresice~tst '!:he pr::Jject to ~1:iich the the~ 1lic~ F:-sside~t r e fe:r-s to ~!"'! t he second par?_gr.,:ip':l. 

I a~ w:::iting ~·Ti "th the hope tr.at you ma:r be able to help our o~g::i_:;,izatio:i. !r·-ould it be possible t~ send us ·. a cop-.:,r of e::i.ch t:rp~ of .i~uto:9en signat'-!re sign=d in t h'3 ';·i"hite Eo'.lse~ I realize the::-e ::is more t!'la~ on~ ~a:trix b ecause of the vc l _e:ne of :.iai.l ash.-i.ng for a:itograp'.'1.s • 

... ~lso, ::ia~,. I as:-< a q".l.estion r e: e :-J..!lg t o "secr et.a.r ial" sig::at1..:.~es? P...re a.r13r 1, ; ·hi~te Ho~3e staff r.iei!'bers al1tb.·='rizeC. to : s~3!1 the Pr esiee:"lt ' s name? If s o, r;t.~ .. y ~ .. -a ~ecai,.re a copy of a:tch use~retarial" sigr!atu~e a!1d t~e '!"!a::;.e of the secrei:3ry? ?-:r..s-cs 12 a!1.d 13 of the ptiblication C.epict secretaria~ s i g!1a tures of !1~ . Ford ~ ;bile h r.:? s-rs..s Co~.s~ess~ano 1-~oi.tld 7,r:Ju kncr:-; i<r. Ford 's autogr~p:-: polic,·v ~rl-dl-3 he ~as a 
0~~~.bA :-- of Co::igress J ~l:.ee Presid.e::·rt-de::>i f;r.3:t8 and \lice ?resiCent? :C·iG. h~ use t); ·2 .. ;u·topen while in the House? 

f>'.2.j b e abl8 t.o ?.;ive woul d. b e d eepl y (; ., 



• 

:\'.::: , EV,\01 BlN!<ERD 
-'.S 13 ;\liddaugh Avrnue, Downers Grove, !IL 603 l :S 

Fe~ruarv 26, 1975 

Miss Mildred Leonard 
Personal Assistant to the President The ·white House 
Washington , D. C. 20025 

Dear Miss Leonard: 

I appreciate your consideration in returning ~y first-day cover without the autha~tic signature, and I fully understa.rid that President Ford sii-rtply could not do as I requested . 

I also appreciate your discussion about the alternative--using the autopen--a,,'1.d I 'V'70uld be delighted to have this affixed t o t.~e cover -which I am returning . 

Thank you very much. 

Enc. 

I 
I 



_,. -, . 
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.. t:S..JV:zr;·e/J .!l~ .. /e!We Plymrmih, i\f:;ssachus::tts 02560 
Febr~ary 21 1 1975 Dear ~~is s Le_c :1a rd, 

Firs~ let c e tha~~ yo~ fo~ t~e a~tc~s~ ~ ed sig~~at~...;_rc of President ?ord .. :raturally I Lr~d2r­stand why the President ca~ 't ;ar2o~ally s! 2~ ave~yt~i~g ~~at ~a is re~~as~a~ . ic~av2r it was q~~~e a thrill to receive a straight answer from someo~e about a President's autograph. Your infor~atio~ o~ the ~utopen was also ve~ry helpfull a~d appreciated. 

If I may I would like so~e more of your help. Are there any other methods of placing the PresideGts signature o~ so~etiing, such as secretaries? 

A~e there any records kept of what is actual¥ signed by President Ford and what is autopenned~ If so could you tell me anything about a letter , sent to ~e December 13, 1974 with Presidents Ford sig~ature~i.e. ~s-~~e-s~~~a~~~e was the letter actually signed by the President? 
How is it decided what letters will r each t he ?reside~ts desk a~d w~at will be si gfied. For e~·::?..m:;ile President Ke n. n5d.y would have evry e-'::~~ fiftieth letter delivered to his desk. Has there been a~y suggestion that materials rot actually signed by the President be so marked? President ~ • ' ]..., d T Th o ..... T._ ~ b • "" ~ o • 1 

~isennower 1~ n-i~e ~ouse carus ear1n g~racs1~1~e sig~ature ~roperly markek on the reverse as being a facsir:!Jile . 

I 
I 

EI 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 

I : 

Again I thank you for the help you have give~ 2e and any help you 2i6ht be able to 

I 
already ! 

l g ive Ge a nt the abov2. Please take your tioe in 
~ 

Sincerely, 

. . 



;:ris s ?:1ild!"2d Leonard 
The 1tfai te House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Miss Leonard, 

• 

200 Texas St,. 
Victorville, Ca 92392 
February 22, 1975 

Thank you for your letter dated February 4, 1975 informing me of the system you have c~ncerning the President's signatura. 
Since I am a ppstal cover collecto!" as a hobby only, I would like to have the President 9 s signat~e bt autonen and Mrs Ford's. If it is not asking too much, I would also-like to have Vic~ President Rockefeller's signature. 
Thank you -for your time and attention concerning . ' . \;Ill.S request. 



• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 13, 1975 

Dear Mr. Battan: 

A copy of your letter to Congressman Sisk has been 
referred to me for reply. 

I very much regret that you were misled by the 
r esponse to your earlier request for the President's 
autograph. It is the policy of the White House to 
explain to people requesting his autograph that due 
to the large volume of such requests the item 
furnished is an autopenned signature. 

This policy has been commended by the Universal Auto­
graph Collectors Club o f which Mr. Herman M. Darvick 
is President. 

Enclosed is a sample letter which Miss Leonard, 
Personal Assistant to the President, writes in a 
typical situation . 

Mr. David Battan 
P. O. Box 624 
Fresno, California 

Enclosure 

CC: Congressman Sisk 

Sincerely yours, 

~'f,~W.~ 
Phi;-:$.Jw. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

? 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 13, 1975 

Dear Mr. Ball: 

Thank you for your letter of January 30. I appreciate the fact that you are a serious collector of autograph materials and that the item I sent to you through Al may not serve your purpose because it does involve the autopenned signature of the President. 

It is necessary for the White House to respond to autograph requests in the manner explained in the attached sample letter which the President's Personal Assistant uses in typical situations. 
It may be that later on when the pressures of the off ice are lighter, I can find a suitable opportunity to obtain the personally applied signature you desire and I will so advise you. 

Mr. John H. Ball 
345 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Enclosure 

?i);;;~~~ 
( P~i~. Buchen 

Counsel to the President 



Mr. Buchen asked Jane if these had 
been taken care of. I have pulled 
our file copies. 

Maybe you'll want to just discard 
Bill's response since Mr. Buchen 
has replied. 

'('';. ~ ,.-. ~ 

/';1 R. fo . . 
, .... ~, .... ,.. 

15· <::; 

'·<: . r.· 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

• 

/ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 15, 1975 

Phil Buchen 

Bill Casselman~ 
Presidential Autograph Policy 

I agree that the perpetuation of a policy for the benefit of "serious" 
autograph collectors is only likely to lead to further problems. 
Anne Kamstra indicates that at least half of the requests that she 
handles specify an original as opposed to an autopen or facsimile 
signature. While Anne uses the autopen (original signatures are 
generally provided only for senior Federal officials, governors, 
Members of Congress and close personal friends of the President) 
apparently the Press Office and Correspondence have used facsimile 
or printed signatures in response to some requests. 

I believe that Milred Leonard's memorandum to you of March 10 
is an excellent statement of how the requests of 11 serious 11 collectors 
should be handled. While I do not favor indicating in every instance 
that the autopen has been used, I am inclined to suggest that future 
uses of fu.csimile and printed signatures be marked accordingly. In 
addition, I believe that we could minimize future difficulties if Mildred's 
office was to coordinate the handling of requests for which a facsimile or 
printed signature will be used. I will be pleased to discuss this matter 
with Mildred whom I feel has done an excellent job in handling these 
matters in the past. 
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THE \\'HITE HOUSE 

11· .-\ SH l '> G TOi'\ 

:!:'larch 10, 1975 

TO: Philip Buchen 

FROM: Mildred Leonard 

Subject: Authentic Autographs 

Anne Kamstra has forwarded a copy of your memorandum to William Casselman 
reference autographs. 

We receive between 250 and 300 requests for the President's PERSONAL auto­
graph each day. The greater number of them INSIST that they receive a 
photograph , golf ball, football, quilt patch, or other item PHYSICALLY 
signed by the President . 

Obviously it would be impossible to comply with all such requests. Pre­
sident Ford does want to sign CERTAIN photographs, from former colleagues, 
close friends, etc. But just taking care of these r equests t akes a ll too 
much of his valuable time. 

So we decided that those people sending in f irst-day covers (which many 
times are collected for monetary reasons) would receivs · a letter such as 
the one to Mr . Louis F. Wallace, (copy attached); and those claiming to be 
" serious " autograph collectors or demanding only original signatures would 
receive a letter such as the one to Mr . Carl Dysland , (copy a lso attached). 
I have shown some of the l ett ers to the President and he has agreed that 
we should be truthful about the whole thing.First such letter sent 1}28/75 

For the most part we have rece ived favorable reactions as you will note 
from copies of l etters we have received from some of the persons who had 
requested personal autographs. 

Attachments 

cc : (/ William Casselman 
Virginia Olson 
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. February 13, 1975 

Mr. Louis L. Wallace 
Box 98 
Perry, Illinois 62362 

Dear ~r. Wallace : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A SHINGTOf'I 

President Ford has asked me to acknowledge your letter requesting 

his personal signature on the five postal covers you had enclosed. 

The President of the United States is facing major domestic and 

foreign problems much greater than has any President faced at any 

other period in our history. His time and effort must be devoted 

to the solution of those problems. This means he is absorbed in 

meetings with his Cabinet, his domestic, and his foreign policy 

advisors on a daily basis. In addition he is expected to entertain 

foreign dignitaries, meet with patriotic, religious, and other groups, 

and to participate in innumerable other activities attendant upon 

his office--both in Washington and in other locations. 

The White House receives literally thousands of requests each day 

for personally signed postal covers, photographs, golf balls, 

footballs, baseb~lls and every other type of memo0abilia. In view 

of the President's heavy schedule it would be physically impossible 

fo.r him to comply. It has therefore been necessary to devise an­

oth e r way in which to honor such requests. This device, the autopen, 

is used in most instances. 

The autopenned signature is in fact an authentic signature (a1though 

not accepted by autograph dealers) inasmuch as it is simply a method 

wherein the President's exact signature is written by an electric 

pen . Since the majority of persons requesting the President's auto­

graph are more interested in their historical value than in their 

monetary value, this method has proved to be most satisfactory in 

Administrations in the past, as well as in the present one. 

_However, since it is thought that persons do collect postal covers 

for monetary reasons, rather than to detract from the value of yours 

by having them signed by the electric pen, we are returnin g them to 

you. Of course if you have no objection to having your covers 

autopenned, please return them and we will be happy to comply. 

Sincerely, 
' /" '-- ' / . 

'~-?..-;· /"" I ,·'-/ 
/ /i-ccd uz c ~//,__-, ,.CL"/..__. -r-: .... #-". ~ ~ 

{Miss) Mildred Leonard 
Personal Assistant to.th e President 



i·1 a r c h 6 , 1 9 7 5 

rl r. Ca r l Dysland 
P. 0. Box 96 
Pas o Robles, California 

Dear ilr . Dysla nd : 

TH:= W HIT E HOUSE 

WAS :-1 ! NG T ON 

93 446 

President Ford has asked me to acknowledge your letter requesting a personally autographed photograph. 
The President of the United States is facing major domestic and foreign problems much greater than any President has faced at any other period in our historj. His time and effort must be devoted to the solution of those problems. This means he is absorbed in meetings with his Cabinet, his domestic, and his foreign policy advisors on a daily basis. In addition he is expected to entertain f o r eign dignitaries, meet with patriotic, religious, and other groups, and to participate in innumerable other activities attendant upon his office~-both in Washington and in other locations~ 
The White House receives literally thousands of requests each day f or personally signed photographs, golf balls, footballs, baseballs, a nd every other type of memorabilia. In view of the President's he avy sch edul e it would be physically impossible for him to c o~ ply. It has th e refore been necessary to devise another way in whic h to honor such requests. This device, the autopen, is used in most in s tances. 

The autopenned signature is in fact an authentic signature (although not accepted by autograph dealers) inasmuch as it is simply ·a method wh erein the President's exact signature is written by an electric pen. Since th e majority of persons requesting the President's autograph are more interested in their historical value than in their monetary value, this method has proved to be most satisfactory in Administrations in the past, as well as in the present one. 
At President Ford's direction I am enclosing an autographed photo­gra ph and he hopes you will enjoy havin~ it. He regrets as we all do t ha t be cause of the above reasons it is not physically signed by him. 

· 
Sincerely, 

(Miss) Mildred Leonard 
Personal Assistant to the President 

• 



t.':::!. EV,o\N Bi;'-JKERD 
-~S 13 ,\ \iddaugh lw~nue, Downers Grove, Ill. 60515 

Februarv 26, 1975 

Miss Mildred Leonard 
Personal Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20025 

Dear Miss Leonard: 

I appreciate your consideration in returning 
r:i.y first-day cover without the au then tic signature, 
and I fully understand that President Ford s~~ply 
could not do as I requested. 

I also appreciate your discussion about the 
alternative--using the autopen--and I would be 
delighted to h ave this affixed to the cover 
-v1hich I am returning. 

Thank you very much. 

Enc. 

• 
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~W'<t r;·e;1 .A~JeJJJJe P /p1Jm:ih, i\fa ssacht1sE/is 02360 

(:!)flV-f:;~W.:' 

·/ ~ :ii/ <>- ,...----
' } --> 

Fe br uar y 21 1 1975 De a r ~'. iss Lec :1ard, 

F·ir::t l e t c e tt'.:.a~1 ~~ yo u fo :: tt-... e a:..: t: ~s:._-_e d s ig~ature of President Ford . ~aturally I und e r­stand ~hy the Preside nt ca n't ~2r~onally sl~n av2rythi~g ~hat ~~ is rg g~es tad. ~c ~av2r lt ~2~ q ~ite a thrill to receive a straight ans~er fro~ someo~e about a President's autograph. Your infor~ation on the ~utopen was also ve~ry helpfull a~d appreciated. 

If I may I would like so~e more o f your help. Are there any other methods of pla cing the Presidents signature o ~ so~ething, such as secretaries? 

Are there any records kept of what is actual¥ si g~ed by President Ford and what is autopan~edZ If so could you tell me anything about a letter ~ sent to ~e December 13, 1974 with Eresidente Ford ~· sig~ature,i .e. ~s-~~e-s~g~a~~~e was the letter ~ 11· actually signed by the President? 
How is it decided what lett e rs will r e ach t h e Preside~ts desk a n d what will b e si ;~e d. For ex2.c:rple ? r esident Ke n n e dy would h2..ve evry e -'.:~~ fiftietD. letter delivered to his desk. Ec.s there been a~y suggestion that materials n ot actually si ~ned bv the President be so marked? Pres ident Eise:ihow~r had White House cards bearing~facsi:nile si gnature properly mar kek on the reverse a s being a facsi mile. 

Again I thank you for the help y ou have alra~dy g iven ~e a~d a~y help you mi ght be able to g ive oe a nt the above. Pl ease take your ti~e in 2::i. sewering . 

.. -

Sincerely, 0. / ~~ P0~'-"ur~ 



~t'.i s::> .;';\ild::- ::d li20n~d 
The Whi te House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Miss Leonard, 

• 

200 Texas St~ 
Vic torville, Ca 92392 
February 22, 1975 

Thank you for your letter dated February 4, 1975 informing me of the system you have C<?_ncerning the President's signature. 
Since I am a ppstal cover collector as a hobby o~ly, I would like to have the President's signatu:!"e bt autopen and Mrs Ford ' s. If it is not asking too much, I would also like to ha~e Vice President Rockcfeller•s signature. 

request. 
Thank you -for your time and attention concernihg this 

, . _./ 

. \ l " 
() 
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WASHINGTON 

V/ 

~~: Y/lf -j?I .. 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

February 18, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: WILLIAM CASSELMAN 

FROM: 
17> tJJ .~. 

PHILIP BUCHEN f'. 

Attached are two letters from people who have become 
incensed because of having received an autograph not 
signed personally by the President. Each one claims 
he is a serious collector of autographs and has the 
intention of giving his collection to a university. 

I suggest that we come up with a recommended policy 
in this r e gard to be f ollowed in these cases and others 
which will undoubtedly arise. If we should decide that 
"serious" autograph collectors should get genuine 
signatures, we may have difficulty in determining who 
fits in that category. Also, apart from the added 
burden it puts on the President to provide his personal 
signature , we may run into a proble m of supp l y ing persons with docume nts of value which they could exploit to the ir personal advantage. We would have no way to be assured 
that each requester of a personal autograph would, in fact, 
dispose of the item to a worthy non-profit institution. 

Please let me have your comme nts and suggestions. 

Attachme nts 

cc: Anne Kamstra 
Virginia Olson 
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THE: WLJIT::: HOUSs 

na.rch 13, 1975 

Dear Mr . Battan: 

A copy of your letter to Congressman Sisk has been 
referred to me for reply . 

LI 

/ 

( 
r 
I 

I very much regret that you were misled by the 
response t o your earlier request for the President's 
autograph . It is t he policy of the White House to 
explain to people requesting his autograph that due 
to the large volume of such requests the item 
furnished is an autopenned signature . 

This policy has been commended by the Universal Auto­
g raph Collectors Club of which Mr . Herman M. . Darvick 
is President. 

Enclose d is a sai11.ple letter which Miss Leonard, 
Personal Assistant to the President, writes in a 
typical situation. 

Mr . David Battan 
P. O. Box 624 
Fre sno , California 

Enclosure 

CC: Congressman Sisk 

Sincerely yours , 
~ ~ (J 

( } 
/}· IJ J (. I <Ji·...("'\_., .:,1 )'.., · 

_;,{,_)~;{>Vt/ . ';-?~~ 

Phili~W. Buchen 
Cou~sel to the President 
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President Ford has asked me to acknow l edge your letter requesting 
a person2l l y autographed photograph . · 

Th2 Pr2sident of the United States is facing major domestic and 
fo~eign pro b l ems much greater than any President has faced at any 
other period in our hi story . Hi s time a nd effort must be devoted 
to th2 so luti on of those problems. This means he is absor~ed in 
meetings with his Cabinet , hi s domestic, and his foreign policy 
advisors on a da ilv basis . In addition he is exoected to entertain 
foreign dignitdr i e;, meet with patriot i c, religi~us~ and other · 
gr·oups, and to participate in i nnumerable other act ivi ties attend~nt 
upon his office--both in Washington and in other locat i ons . 

Th2 White House receives literally thousands of requests each day 
fer personally signed photographs, go l f balls, footballs, baseballs~ 
a~c every other ty pe of memorab ili a . In vi ew of th e President ' s 
h ~' 2 v y s c h e d u 1 e i t 1:1 o u l d b e p h y s i c a l l y i mp o s s -j b l e f o r h i m t o c o :'"! p l y . 
It has therefore been necessary to dev is e another way i n which to 
honor such requ es ts. This device, the autopen, is used in most 
-i ns ta nc2s. 

The autopenned s i gnature i s in fact an authentic signature (although 
not accepted by autograph dealers ) inasmuch as it is simply a method 
wh erein the Pres i dent ' s exact signature is written by an electric 
oen. Since the maioritv of 02rsons renuestino the President's ~ ~ ~ , "1 ..J 

autoaraah are more in te r ested in th eir hi storica l va l ue than in 
thei~ m~netary va lu e, this met hod has proved to be most satisfactory 
in Ad~inistrations in the past~ as we ll as i n the present one . 

At ~res i dent Ford 1 s direction I am enc losing an a utographed photo­
gr~ph a nd he hop es you will enjoy havin9 it. He r egrets as we all 
do that b2caus e of the above re2sons it is not physically signed 
by hi;~] . -

Si nc2Tely, 

(Miss ) Mildred Leonard 
PeTsona l Assistant to th~ President 

• 

'<) 

< 
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TH E V/ H IT E H 0 U S E 

V·/ A S :-i ! f'l G T 0 N 

February 18, 1975 

\'lILLIA.M CASSELMl\N 

FRON: 
PHILIP BUCHEN 

...... 

1)1 f-) (./J "c/" .. 

Attached are two letters from people who have become incensed because of having received an autograph not signed personally by the President. Each one claims he is a serious collector of autographs and has the intention of giving his collection to a university. 
I suggest that ·we coI:le up with a recorw.-nended policy in this regard to be followed in these cases and others ·which will undoubtedly arise . If we should decide that " serious" autograph collectors should get genuine signatures, we may have difficulty in determining who fits in that category . Also, apart from the added burden it puts on the President to provide his personal signature , we may run into a problem of supplying persons '.'7ith documents of value -.. 1hich t h ey could exploit to their personal advantage. ~e would have no way to be assured that each requester of a personal autograph would, in fact dispose of the item to a ·worthy non-profit in:::. '.:i tution. 

Please let me h ave your corrunents and su9gestions. 
Attachments 

cc: Anne Kamstra 
. Virginia Olson 

.,_ 
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;3lll ~Ii.~~ fro m :vi-:--... l:~!Yi:.! ~at!:~. 

1·hl!i is j~~ ~._ ~10£~ ~.o. le.; :ro~.~ kno~ tl1..z"~ -~~c~iua (! 

:,ir" Tl~o.£2:.3 ;i~s t~it th.-.: -~:r:-n-:~ ~:frr...::3~ ::>t:i!i7l 
..,.':"l!" .... ~3:'k..J:.b.n ~ 5 1. -.:ttn"r ~!~~i2 .r-£!.i~=-~~tl to ;; not~~· 
~~r:;mb~:r -Ji th.;:! .s~~rr ~~-Dr r~! .. ..,-1~~":-~.. I n;:~111 {);'.! pl1::il::!~\1 

~!J L~3-!t ~~__..~ ~ c~p7 of ~h-;:J :·~'" ·:::sp.o;~:! ~ tv ~u~ r:l'~ 

-?~--
~ w/incoming to Philip Buchen £or farfaer h2.ndli:cig. NOTS: The 

let:er t0 Ei.11 Tirn..mons i:::om ?vI:::. Bz-cttiln \72.S .fo~'-Y2.rd :~d to you:!." 
office fur 11.:indiL.rig e2.::-lier thls \~r~el-ca IJla2.se S..:!!1.d t}1~ 
Co:-ig:ressman and th.is office. i. CO?Y of rc s ;_:lon;;; .::: . 71.1a..;.ks . 
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CONGRESS Oi=" THE UNlTC.:D STATES 
HOUSE OF RC::?RESEi'HATlVES 

He;~:;::: O:=Fi~:: SIJ\L:JiSG WASH!NGTON, D.C. 20515 1 .. 'J,\ .;:~1 ....... -.T~l.'I, o_c_ 2.C5~5 

February 10, 197 5 

rI . !:'.ax L. Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President 
T:i e \,~:iite House 
~ashington , D. C. 20500 

Dear r':ax: 

Although I recognize that you were not responsible 

'(ONY COSLHO 

Ro0.'-1 2'JV1 

1 13'0 0 SYREET 

'.C5- 5000 , EXT . Z.6l 

for th2 situation described in the attacb::nents , I a~ calling 
the r:-:c..t!:er to your attention in the hope that sorr:ething can 
be clo:i..e. 

I believe U;:-. 3attan1 s co'11I:lents are rather 
straig"htforward , and I would sire.ply like to add that my 
original l etter addressed to the President did make ~ention 
o f the. fact that ?-Ir. Bat tan 1 s onlv interest w2.s in obtaining 
a:t authentic sigr..ature if possible . Quite frankly, Hax, under 
t ne circu..--:istances I aEl sor.ewhat at a loss in responding to 
Nr . Battan in a manner ·wh i ch ;Jill at least partially r enew 
"his faith in goverrm~ent. I trust so;-;-,e explanation to ~·lr. 
Battan will be forthcosi-;:ig fro!il the \Ttdte House and I 
would appreciate being provided with a c opy. 

\Jit~l. kind regards, 

B'FS / an 
Enclosures ( 2) 

Sin-eJrely, 

J :'\ . 
~ 

B. F. SISK 
~IEH3BR OF CONGRESS 

i 
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January 22, 1975 

The Honorc_11Jle 
O. F-. Sisk 
~ushinuton, o. C. 

Again I u1Clflt to thank you for your attempts to obtain a signature of President Ford for my collection~ 

Regretfully I must report that the signature sent was a reproduction and this ha s been confirmed by a leading expert in the field. 

I have written a letter to Mr, Timmons who trans­mitted the "signa t ura" from tha LVhi ts Ho use to you with a letter of authenlication that tha Pre sident p e rsonally signed the card. My letter expresses my feelings on the matter . 

While my efforts have been persistent a polite "no" From the White House would be a disappointment of course but would be accepted with understa nding and r es pec t for the fact that there was no deception. It is t he d e c e p t ion uJ h i ch d is t u r b s rn e v e r y rr. u c h • 
A copy of my letter is enclosed For your fil es . I will keep you informed of any rep ly from the ~hite House since 1 am sure you are inte rested, The LJhite House lied to yo u. 

I think tha t it is the se little lies and dHcuptions which are felt personally that do more to destroy confidence in public leaders. Si~ple honesty would do more to restore confidence than anything else. I think public official~ do not have confidence or a b8 s ic und ers tanding of people when thgy must resort to thes e little deceptions in order to make everybody hc ppy. 

~ith all good wishes and apprRciation for your interest in this matter. 

~· Fo,,., Sincere ly yours, • 'c? 
I ".:. 

P.O. 2ox 624 
Fres no, Ca • 93709 

..., <: .. ~~- . ,..,,__ ~ ,-.._' ,.__~ -... ~~ ~~,,._..,....,\,....,,_ 

David Satt::i n ' 
• : ;t .· 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 12, 1975 

Philip Buchen 1 s Office: 

The action on a ttache d wa s init i a t e d 
while Bill Timmons was a t the WH. 
The letter fro.m Mr. Battan was rec'd 
after he left and his office asked us to 
reply. 

However, the tone of the letter is such 
that it would be appreciated if you 
would have someone on your staff 
reply directly to Mr. Batten. The 
previous file is attached for your 
ready reference. 

Congressional Relations 
(Virginia Olson) 

.... 
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January 22, 1975 

Mr. William E. Timmons 
Assistant to the President 
L~ashington, D.C. 

Dear mr. Timmons: 

Several months ago The Honorable Congressman 8. 
F. Sisk, of California, wrote to President ford 
on my behalf requesting an autograph for my 
collection. 

It should be mentioned that I am not an autograph 
hound. I am a serious collector of original Am­
erican historical documents. My collection contains 
many letters and documents of Presidents, many which 
are significant. Eventually I hope to complete the 
collection of all the presidents and then make it 
a part of the local university. I had hoped to ob­
tain an original signature of the President for this 
collection. Congressman Sisk was indeed very kind 
and generous with his time in making this request on 
my behalf. 

On October 23, 1974 you sent the enclosed letter to 
Congressman Sisk with a White House Card "signed" 
by the President and Congressman Sisk forwarded it 
on to me. 

It makes me very unhappy to report that the signature 
is not as represented by you. It is indeed a printed 
signature and this has been confirmed by one of the. 
leading experts in this country. 

I might add that I am indeed aware of the fact that 
the President receives thousands of requests for his 
signature . I also think that he should not devote 
his time to these r equests. On the other hand I do 
know for a fact that Eisenhower, Nixon, Truman, Hoover, 
and Roosevelt did personally give autographs and 
especially to serious collectors while in office. 
When Eisenhower was not able to personally sign a 
l etter was sent to the person making a request with 
an explanation that the President was too busy to 
comply. 

I 
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fhauid 23at±an 
Page 2 Mr. William E. Timmons 

mr. Eisenhower would send out a card with his 
signature indicating on the back that it was a 
facsimile. Often he would take the time to 
personally sign White House Cards. Even President 
Nixon who used the autopen would on occasion comply 
personally to autograph requests. 

When I made the request through Congressman Sisk I 
was hoping that there might be a chance of obtaining 
an original signature for the collection. I made 
the point clear that I was aware of the reproductions, 
the autopen and secretarial signatures. 

The reproduction that was sent was indeed an insult 
to me and certainly was a deliberate attempt at 
deception. This sort of deception while it may seem 
minor is nonetheless deception. After Watergate the 
American people expect honesty. A lie from the 
White House, even small, makes one wonder ••• 

It has been brought to my attention that there are 
other forms of deception regarding signatures coming 
from the White House such as the autopen photographs. 

I would sincerely hope that a change is policy is · 
made at the White House in regard to this form of 
deception and urge that it be considered. Should the 
policy not change I feel a responsibility to write 
articles in the various journals regarding autographs 
and newspaper articles concerning the practice. 

I do hope that people can honestly be told that the 
task is impossible and indicate that facsimiles or 
reproductions are just that. 

If the President does devote time to these type of 
rsquets as you have indicated in your letter, I would 
hope my request is given consideration. 

ccs The Honorable 
B.F. Sisk 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~~--::..._ 
David Battan 
P.O. Box 624 

Fresno, California 93709 
\ ,,; 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI!'\GTON 

October 23, 197 4 

Dear Bernie: 

In response to your request on b ehalf of 
Mr. David Battan, the President was pleased 
to sign the enclosed card for his collection 
of Presidential signatures. 

I regret the delay in sending this to you but 
I am certain you will understand that the 
President's heavy schedule provides only 
limited time for \mofficial projects. 

VTith best regards, 

Sincerely, 

& 
William E. Timmons 

Assistant to the President 

The Honorable B. F. Sisk 
House of R e pres entatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Enclosure 

. . 

J 
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BORDEN & BALL 
345 PARI-<. AVC::iiUE 

N EW YORK, N. Y I 0022 

Ma rch 17, 1975 

TEL=:.PHON::: 

12121 980-3350 

CA.BLC:. AC>DPE SS 

BAL BORD. 

STAN LEY DIAMOND 
OF CCLJNSEL 

I do want you to know how very much I apprecia te 
your letter of March 13th. Al Curtis did tell me that he had 
hea rd from you and, believe me, I fully understand the problems 
involved in asking the President to t ake on non-essential choreso 

The one favor that I will ask of you is that 
if at some time in the future you do see an oppor tunity when 
you feel it would be appropriate for the President to sign a 
picture, I would be deeply grateful. I will, of course~ be 
g l a d to pay for the picture and any shipping charges. 

Once again, my sinc e r e t hanks for your kindness. 

Philip Wo Buchen, Es q. 
The White House 
Washington, D. Co 

I 
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lHC: WHiTt: HOUSE 

'I'!/\ :S cl I N CT 0 N 

Mcircl-1 13, 1975 

Dear i'-ir. Ball: 

Thank you for your letter of January 30. I appreciate the fact that you are a serious collector of autograph materials and that the item I sent to you through Al may not serve your purpose because it does involve the autopenned signature of the President. 

It is necessary for the White House to respond to autograph requests in the manner explained in the attached sample letter which the President's Personal Assistant uses in typical situations. 

It may be that later on when the pressures of the office are lighter, I can find a sui table opportunity to obtain the personally applied signature you desire and I will so advise you . 

:Mr. John H. Ball 
345 Park Avenue 
New York , New York 10022 

Enclosu:r:e 

Sincerely yours, 

(!----...) . , ..r-7 fl ~ /)fl_ .(' ~ :-\ , //} ' ' ~.,,,&~ J ~.J.-<»-t),,.l/Y'.; 
Ph . l' ( JT B h ,i ip• . .-.h. uc .en 
Counsel to the President 

I 
.' \ 

I 

\ 
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P \ · e s -i d e r. t F o r d h a s a s k 2 d me t o a c k n o ','/ l e d g e yo u r 1 e t t e r re q u e s t i n g a personally autographed photograph. 
The President of the United States is facing major domestic and foreign problems much greater than any President has faced at any other period in our history. His time and effort must be devoted to the solution of those problems . This means he is absorbed in meetings with his Cabinet , his domestic, and his foreign policy advisors on a daily basis. In addition he is expected to entertain foreign dignitaries, meet with patriotic, religious, and other groups, and to participate in innumerable other activities attendant . u~on his office--both in Wash ington and in other locations. 
The White House receives li terally thous~nds of requests each day 1cr personally signed photo9raphs) golf balls) footbulls~ basebu.-lls,, a~ci every other type of memorabilia. In view of the Pr2sident's h e a v y s c h e d u 1 e i t \'Io u 1 d b e p h y s -i c a 1 1 y · i m p o s s i b 1 e f o r h -i m t o c G rr: p l :;· . It has therefore been nece ssary to devise another way in which to honor such requests . This device > the autopen , is used in most -instances . 

The autopenned signature i s in fact an authentic signature (although not accepted by autograph dealers ) inasmuch as it is simply -a nethod wh erein the Pres id ent ' s exact signature is written by an electric p~n. Since the major i ty of persons requ est ing the President•s autograph are more interested in their histo0ica1 value than in their monetary value, this method has proved to be most satisfactory in Administrations in the past) as well as in the present one_ 
At President Ford ' s direction I am enclosing an autographed photo­grap h and he hopes you will enjoy havins it. He regrets as we all do that b2cause of the above reasons it is not phy~ically sJgned by him . 

Sincer e ly, 

:-1,,.i:-, / / ' .. /'.- ._ ---;:-~,<::_t--:< "'- .,_-r(_- -////!,. _-:~£-'--~-. - -

(Niss) Mildred Leonard 
; Pzrsonal Assistant to the President 
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THE V/HiTE: HOUSE. 

VI,.-'\ S Ci I i'I GT 0 N 

February 18, 1975 

MEl'-'lOR...t\NDUn FOR: \'1I LLIAH CASSEL:;lAJ.\i 

FROM: 
PHILIP BUCHEN 

'? dJ .E. 

Attached are two letters from people who have become incensed because of having received an autograph not signed personally by the President. Each one claims he is a serious collector of autographs and has the intention of giving his collection to a university. 
I suggest that 1.,1e come up with a recom.·nended policy in this regard to be followed in these cases and others which will undoubtedly arise. If we should decide that "serious" autograph collectors should get genuine signatures, we may have difficulty in determining who fits in that category . Also , apart fro:;-n the added burden it puts on the President to provide his personal signature , we may run into a problem of supplying persons \·Tith docurnents of value which they could exploit to their personal advantage . We would have no way to be assured that each requester of a personal autograph ~ould , in fact dispose of the item to a worthy non-profit institution. 

Please let me have your comments and suggestions. 
Attachments 

cc: Anne Kamstra 
Virginia Olson 
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ART!-IUR M soqoEN 

JOHN '-1. BAL:.... 

\VALLAC~ ..J . BQf:;iKER 

LEO SILVt::RSTEIN 

.JOSEPH .J. MOSCOU 

BUPTON N BROMSON 

V/ILLIAM C?Ui3lN 

MARVIN GERSTC::N 

'1'/ILLIAM S. CLARKE 

CRAIG M. SHIELDS 

STEPHEN SUSSMAN 

.JOEL S. H ANOVER 

MICHAEL .J. THOMAS 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

BORDEN & BALL 
345 P ARK AVE NUE 

NEW Y O RK, N Y. 10 0 22 

January 30, 1975 

T E LEPHONE 

(21 2 1 980·3350 

CABLi:: ADDR=:SS 

BAL BORD 

S TANLE Y D IAMOND 

OF COUNS!::L 

Just by way of a renewed introduction, I have for many 
years been a close personal friend of Al and Jessica Curtis. 
In fact, I recently spoke with Al from London and at his sug­
gestion spoke with both Mr. Weathers and Mr. Nicols regarding 
a matter that we had in Grand Rapids. 

As you will see from the enclosed letter, you were kind 
enough to send me two photographs of the President, and I 
sincerely hope that my writing to you at this time will in any 
wa y be indicative of a lack of gratitude for your thoughtfulne ss. 
I am sure that when Al sent you the inauguration picture back 
in July he did not tell you that I am a serious collector of 
autograph materials and, in f act, upon my death my collection 
is to go to New York University. 

I am awa re from White House contacts in previous adminis­
trations that the enormous work load makes it utterly impossible 
for any President to do a great deal of signing and that as a 
result the autopen and secretarial signature must, of necessity, 
be used. This I certainly appreciate. Against that background 
and my desire to add to my collection of presidential material 
a genuine signa ture of the President, could I ask whether I would 
be better advised to withhold this request for some future date 
when pressures are easier or, is there a possibility that if I sent 
another picture that in a free moment, if there be one, . it could 
be passed on to the President's desk for signature. Whatever the 
decision I will, of course, be guided by your suggestion. 

For your convenience, there is enclosed a copy of this letter 
and I would be grateful if your secretary wquld note your reply 
on the bottom thereof. Many thanks. 

Philip W. Buchen, Esq. 
Couns e l to the President 

. 'Tl'L.. - T.Tt.....! ~ - l' T -·---

' , , 
! 
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SORDEN & BALL 

00h:'-. H SALL_ 

\VAL:.._4.CC.: _, BDR!-<..ER 

LEC .31;_'.-'::-:.,'STJ:::!N 

..JOS~=>,..--J ._,. ~-~OSCOU 

\VILLi . .:~v •< ..J Bl N 

34 5 P ARK ;.VE NU E 

N E W Y ORK, f'I . /. 10022 

V/lLL. :,."1 S . CLARKE 

CR.!- '.3 M. S'-" l ELDS 

STEPH~tJ SUSSMAN 

J OEL S . HANOVER 

M!CH~.~L J. T H OMAS 

Dec ember 5, 1 9 74 

Dear Mro Buchen: 

It is difficult f or me to a d e qua tely e x p r ess 
to you my surprise and d elight at receiving your l etter 
of December 3rd together with the two signed photographs 
of President Ford. I am very much aware how busy a ll of 
you are in these hectic days and I am deeply grateful for 
your kindness. 

I do hop e that on e o f the s e days I will 
have the pleasure of meeting you. 

Aga in, many thanks. 

Jhb: em 

Phi lip Wa Buchen, Esq. 
Coun sel to the Pr es i d ent 
The Whit e House 
Washington, Do C. 

I 
f 

,/ 

/ 
./ 

i "/ 

\_/ 

Cordia lly y our s, 

John H. Ba ll 

'._. 

TCLE?HONE 

[?12) 980-3350 

CABLE A.DORE.SS 

BAL BORD 

STANLEY DIAMOND 

O F COUNSEL 
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TliL \\'l!ITL ll<Jl_,-.;L 

\\' .\ -; 111 .'.I, I ( > '; 

December 3, 1974 

D ear Mr. Ball: 

On July 19 you sent to Al Curtis a photograph 
of Vice President Ford's inauguration. 

\''.'ith good intentio:ns, I brought )TOLlr photogr2..pl1 
to Washington, but not soon enough to get a 
signature before the inauguration of President 
Ford. 

To make amends for my neglect and long delay, 
I enclose your original picture and one of the 
August 9 inauguration. 

Sincerely yours, 

ia:t.?~ G 
Counsel to the 

.-----..------: 
President~- · 

Mr. John H. Ball 
Borden and Ball 
345 Park A venue 
New York, New York 10022 

cc: 1v1r. Alonzo Curtis 

Encl. ·,_ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASH INGT ON 

December 3, 1974 

Dear Mr . Ball : 

On July 19 you sent to Al Curtis a photograph of Vice President Ford ' s inauguration. 
With good intentions, I brought your photograph to Washington, but not soon enough to get a signature before the inauguration of President Ford. 

T o make amends for my neglect and long delay, I enclose your original picture and one of the August 9 inauguration. 

Sincerely yours; 

/J7M-lfLL 
Philip r Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

Mr . John H . Ball 
Borden and Ball 
345 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

cc: Mr . Alonz o Curtis 

Encl. 
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Tt-1 ·.:: WHITE HOUSE 
WASHl!'olGTOi'I 

Dec. 2, 1974 

In addition to the picture 
that was sent in to be 
autographed, Anne Kamstra 
also had the color picture 
autographed also . 

/ ... 
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ARTHU;;' M BORDEN 

WALL_l\CE... u EJORl'\ER 

LEO SILV~ t~STF.: ! N 

.JOSEPH .J MOSCOU 

BL.;'-?TON N. gqQMSON 

vv1:....L1/\M RUBIN 

MARVIN GERSTEN 

WILLIAM 5- CLAnKE. 

CRAIG M. sr:JELDS 

STEPHEN SUSSMAN 

-JOEL S . HANOVER 

DAN L. GOLDWASSER 

f\1!CH/\EL J . THO M AS 

Mr. Alonz o Curtis 
1624 Hutchinson Stree t 

• 

BORDEN & BALL 
345 PAR!<; A V E NU E 

N EW YORK N . Y 10022 

July 19, 1974 

Grand Ra pids, Michigan 49506 

Dear Al: 

I am really both excited and deeply grateful for 
your offer to see about arranging for a bona fide signing by 
the Vic e President of his inauguration photograph. 

Enclose d pl ease find photograph , and b el iev e me , 
your efforts will be deeply apprecia ted. 

Love to J es sicao• c oand we expec t to s e e you when 
you go through New York. 

cordia lly, 

.
/\ . .r.. '.· .. ; I . ) ... I ~ 

{ jl/;1 
\ ,. · l/ yl. / i 
I :·,....__\.._­
v 

" 
c)c.J )-; ),'.' f-1. ?_ l.: 

/'. ~·,:_, ! 

TELE::~HG:'-iE 

(2121 960-3350 

CABLE h:..::=-?ESS 

BALBO==<D 

STP..NLEY Cl/\!\1QND 
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THE WHlTE HOU S E 

WA SH I NGT O N 

March 2 9 , 19 75 

Dear Marv : 

You wrote to Max Friedersdorf concerning a req uest o f Mr. Ernest Koi to have the Preside nt's s ignature f or 
multiple reproduction on a prograi~ cover to be used by the American Legion Passage-Gay de Post No. 3 91 . 

Max h as ask e d me t o review thi s r e q u e st, and I regret to advise that it does conflict with our policies in t h is regard. I trust Mr. Kai will understand that except for those few instances where a President traditionally s up­ports non-governmental projects o r programs o f note and unus ual worthiness, it is not advisable , o r even feasible , to l end his name or s i g nature in s upport o f the activities o f a ny group however merito rious . He rece ives numerous requests of this type and, if we would not a pp l y the policy eve n-handedly , we would b e r ightf u lly cri t icized . 

Please convey to Mr. Koi my s i n cere regrets that I must r etu rn thro ugh you t h e material he sent , but a l s o at t he same time I wa nt t o extend t o him and his group my v e ry 
best wishes . 

((7~y, 

Philip W. Buche n 
Counsel to t he President 

The Honora b l e Marvin L . Esch 
Ho u s e o f Re presentatives 
Washington , D. C . 20515 

Enclosures 

l: 
~ 

'I 
) 
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THE \ VHITE HOLSE 

W ASH l :'iGTO :-; 

April 18, 1975 

Dear Mr. August: 

On February 14, our office did go to the 
effort of obtaining for you an inscribed 
signature of the President on the cover 
of Time Magazine. 

While i appreciate your interest in having an additional cover inscribed, it really 
poses an undue burden on us and others in 
the White House to respond more than once 
to a request of this type. Therefore, I 
am returning the cover picture which you 
sent . 

~;~~WP~ 
Ph:~. Buchen 

Mr . Dave August 
5056 North Larkin 

Counsel to the President 

• Whitefish Bay , Wisconsin 53217 

Enclosure 

~ / . v. 
t /OrY / ,A I .. : ,, ~"If 
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