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maintained by the Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
and the Committee must consult with NPS concerning the possible
release of this data. Therefore, we are extending by 10 working
days the time in which to respond to your request with respect to any

existing records.
Sinc erel?
3 ;

arry Speakes
Assi;stant Press Secretary

Ms. Maxine Cheshire
The Washington Post
1150 15th Street, N. W,
Washington, D.C. 20005

bcc: Phil Buchen



12:00 noon Friday, March 14

Marge Wicklein, Presidential Gifts, called to inform
you that she has received in her office a $5,000 gift
of china from Mrs. Hooker of Grand Rapids for the
First Family.

Bill Casselman has all of the paperwork on this gift
and will probably be discussing it with you later today.

Nancy Howe suggested that I talk to you or informy you
of this gift as soon as possible.

Mrg. Hooker is a retired school teacher. The china is
Copeland Soft Past porcelain, produced in England between
1847-1891.

as
Mildred Leonard will contacted originally and she suggested

the Mrs. Hooker send the china on. It was received with
one piece broken.

x2350 Shirley



M THE WHITE HOUSE
M WASHINGTON
py ? March 12, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: Phil Buchen //
FROM: Bill Casselman | v ()~
SUBJECT: Request to see Gift Files

As I mentioned to you today, Maxine Cheshire of the WASHINGTON
POST has made a request to inspect the card file of non-official
gifts, both foreign and domestic, She indicated in her discussion
with the Press Office that she would like ''to establish a precedent"
that these files are open for inspection,

WL R v
As you will recall,fquestlon of public access to non-~official gift files
was addressed in a joint memorandum from you and Don Rumsfeld to
the President, Perhaps Mrs, Cheshire's request could be used as a
raison d'etre for bringing your memorandum to the President's
attention. In addition, as we discussed, the East Wing Press Office
has been encountering questions regarding members of the First
Family accepting compensation for writing~-a subject which was
also covered in the memorandum to the President.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 25, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: JACK MARSE

Phil, I am advised that the hydrofoil
Heffelfinger's letter is the subject of
controversy between DOT and GSA.

trred to in Bill
>éme continuing

Might I suggest that you forward Heffelfinger's
letter directly to Bill Casselman for shepherding
under the "foreign gifts'' category?

For your information, Russ Rourke had called Bill
Heffelfinger today to advise him that his letter had been
referred directly to your Office.




OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
FOR ADMINISTRATION

March 20, 1975

i3 " Ny ezt T
¥y, John O. Marsh, Jr.

Counsellor to the President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Mr. Marsh:
As you are aware, the hydrofoil which former President Nixon
received from Premier Breshnev is still being housed at our
USCG installation at Base Miami, Florida. I would appreciate
being advised of the latest informatibn regarding the possiblé
disposition of the hydrofoil.

Sincerely,

et D T
William S. Heffelfinger




March 27, 1975

To: Bob Gates

From: Ewva Daughtrey

Attached is a copy of the memo
Mr, Buchen sent to Ron Nessen
concerning the whalebone souvenirs,




T hursday 3/27/75
4:50 Bob Gates of NSC called to ask if anything had
been done about the 3/5 memo from Nessen to

you and Brent Scowcroft concerning the whalsbone

souvenirs that members of the press received
from the Vladivostok trip. '

5646

(Attached is a copy from my file)
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TIHE WEHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
March 14, 1975
T RON NESSEN i}
FROM: PHILIP W. BUCHEN ;, WA

-Set forth below are several comments in response to your memorandum
of March 5 concerning the whalebone souvenirs which reporters brought
home from Vladivostok,

1.

The Counsells office has no opinion as to whether the USSR would be
offended by the Customs Servicels position,

There is a legal obligation for the reporters to return these souvenirs
because they have violated the statute, 16 U,S.C,A. 8§ 1371, which
places a moratorium on the importation of these products,

You might, at your discretion, informally suggest a softer toned
letter to the Customs Service,

It would not be improper for you to suggest a softer toned letter if
you think it necessary. Beyond this suggestion, however, I would
leave this matter in the hands of the Customs Service. They have
jurisdiction and it is their duty to enforce the law.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 5, 1975

MENORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT
.~ PHIL BUCHEN é) A

FROM: RON NESSEN

Attached find a copy of a letter proposed by the Customs Service to be
sent to all members of the press who made the Vladivostok trip.

As you see, the Customs Service requests the journalists to return the
whalebone souvenirs they were given by the Russians because they
violate the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species
Act. The Customs Service raises the possibility of legal action if the
whalebone is not returned.

Also attached is a draft re-write of the Customs Office proposal, written
by my office, which somewhat softens the tone of the letter,

I would appreciate your guidance on 1) Would the Customs Service's position
be considered an insult by the Soviet Union,who presented the whalebone to
the reporters, and 2) Is it absolutely necessary, from a legal point of view,
that the reporters be forced to return these souvenirs?

It seems to me the best option would be to find a way to let thé reporters
keep the gifts. The second best option would be to find a way to ask

the reporters to return the gifts in a tone that would not bring complaints
of harassment and stories about this episode.

May I have your advice on this?
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. Dear Sir:

It h2s come to our attentionthat some members of the press who accompanied
President Ford to Vladivostok, Russia in November 1974, returned from the
trip with a souvenir made of whalebone which was illegal to bring into the
United States because possession of it violates the Marine Mammal Protec-

tion Act of 1972 and The Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Enclosed is a picture of this souvenir to help you identify what we are talking
about. The back or base of the plagque is a product of the Finback Whale
called Baleen, a fibrous material found in the mouth of the whale used for

filtering plankton, (upon which the whale feeds) from the sea water.

1f you have a plaque, it should be turned in to the nearest office of either
the U.S. Customs Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service.. There
will be no legal action taken against anyone who voluntarily turns in his

or her whalebone plaque.

Please give this letter (or a copy) to the local Customs or Marine Fisheries
office when you turn in the plaque.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,



2-28-75

Mr. Zook:

Attached is a copy of a proposed letter wﬁich will qo
to all the newsmen who accompanied the President on
his trip to Russia.

i1l you please review the letter to.see if it meets
with your approval. We will wait on your say so beford
sending the letters out. If you find any problems
with the Tetter call Mason Hirsh on 954-8482. If the
letter can fly as is, call Jean Hendrick on 964-5871.

" Thank you.

(\%Q(‘m \\\Q\NJT |

J8an Hendrick




DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
U.5. CUSTOMS SERVICE

VIASHINGTOMN

REFER 1O

INV. 9-02 I:G:R
Subject: Wildlife
Violations

Dear Sir:

It has come to our attention that some members of the
press who accompanied President Ford to Vladivostok,

~ Russia in Novembar 1974, returned from the trip with
.a souvenir which violates the Marine Mammal Protection
Act of 1972 and The Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Enclosed is a picture of this souvenix to help you
identify what we are talking about. The back or base
of the plague is a product of the Finback Whale called
Baleen, a fiberous material found in the mouth of the
whale used for filtering plankton, (uvon which the whale
feeds) from the sea water. -

211 whaling countries of the world except Japan and
Russia have agreed upon a moratorium on the taking of
the whale. We feel that there is a possibility that

the importation of this plague could cause an embarrass-—
ment to you, the Presidant and the United States, should
it become a public issue.

Therefore, it is imperative that you voluntarily give
this plague to the ncarest office of either the.U.S.
Customs Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service.
The plagues will then be turned over to the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, D.C. ’

P

o]

REPLY TO: COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS, WASHINGTION, R.C. 20229



If you make this voluntary donation, we are able to
assure you of no legal repercussions as per proposed
Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 219.

Please give this letter (or a copy) to the local
Customs or Marinzs Fisheries oifice when you turn in

the placgue.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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WASHINGTON

. April 22, 1875

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAY TRIEDERSDORFE

VERYN LOIN
1. 73
/ {
FROM: PHILIP BUCHEN !/Jj !
SUBJECT: Proposed Gift to the President

-  from Congressman Kindness

I would discourage the Congressman from presenting the
President with the hand cultivator as a gift. I know
of no interest on the part of the President in pushing
a home garden program or having a vegetable garden at
the White House. I also dislike the commerical aspects
of the proposed gift.

L
be




THE WAlTZ L

WASHINGTON

- April 18, 1975

VIELIORANDUM FOR: PHILID
THROUGH: MAX FRIEDERSDORF 0
| .
FROM: vERN LOEN Y
SUBJECT: Gift to the President \,

~_ 7

M.C. Tom Kindness (R-Ohio) would like to pfégent the
President with an old-fashioned hand cultivator valued at
less than $50, manufactured by a firm in his District.

Bill Lambert, President of the Lambert Companyl' suggested
the gift after reading that there might be a vegetable garden at
the White House. He suggested that this would be a good means
of spotlighting any campaign to encourage home gardening.

I see two problems with it; (1) the possible commercial
implications for the Lambert Company and (2) the President’s
forthcoming veto of the farm bill. Also, is the President -
pushing a home garden program?

Kindness is a promising freshman Raepublican who votes right
and we would like to do this for him at some future Congressional
Hour.

-
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R CHANGES THINGS.

Apnl 20, 1975'.,'-

& ,iai,.~ | i L 1 ol Ly '. R i ; ;’ i i

your home town of Grand Rapzd&’*‘M tchigan, want you to kivow that we are
in ‘daily prayer for you. as, you encounter. the momentous decisions of our.
time: We agonize with you, but as Christians, we know thé poiver of daily
commumcatwn ‘with :God.  Dear* frwnd the underszgned have pledged
mdwtdually to be m prayer for you every day. '
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If you desire' at"any

pastor, Reverend Frederick R. Kruithof (453-1730).

God bless }ou, ‘Jerry.

K

time a: itmecmi prayer session at Remembrance,
please feel free to call us at the church (453-1507) or at the home of our
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