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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 20, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

The President today announced the appointment of twenty-five persons

to be Members of the American Revolution Bicentennial Ad+isory Council.
The Council was established by Public Law 93-179 of December 11, 1973
for the purpose of advising the Administrator on all matters relating

to the purposes of this Act which also established the Administration

and abolished the American Revolution Bicentennial Commission.

They are:

Maya Angelou, of Sonoma, California, Writer, Poet, Gerrard
Purcell Association of New York, New York.

William J. Baroody, Sr., of Alexandria, Virginia, President,
American Enterprise Institute, Washington, D.C.

Laura Bergt, of Fairbanks, Alaska, Homemaker and Community
R epresentative, Fairbanks, Alaska,

The Most Reverend Joseph L. Bernardin, of Cincinnati, Ohio,
Archbishop of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Anna Chennault, of the District of Columbia, Vice President,
International Affairs, Flying Tiger Line, Washington, D. C.

Joan Ganz Cooney, of New York, New York, President, Children's
Television Workshop, New York, New York.

Martin Diamond, of Geneva, Illinois, Professor of Political Science,
Northern Illinois University at DeKalb, Currently Woodrow Wilson
Fellow at International Center for Scholars, Smithsonian, Washington,
D.C..

Richard Gambino, of Port Washington, New York, Associate Professor
of Educational Philosophy, Queens College, Flushing,"New York.

David L. Hale, of Little Rock, Arkansas, President, United States
Jaycees, Tulsa, Oklahoma,

Alex P. Haley, of San Francisco, California, Author, San Francisco,
California.

Martin S. Hayden, of Grosse Pointe, Michigan, Vice President and
Editor, The Detroit News, Detroit, Michigan.

Ann Hawkes Hutton, of Bristol, Pennsylvania, Author 'Historian and
Chairman of the Board, Washington Crossing Foundation, Washington
Crossing, Pennsylvania.

Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson, of Stonewall, Texas, Former First Lady,
Member, Board of Regents, University of Texas, Honorary Chairman,
LBJ Memorial Grove on the Potomac, Stonewall, Texas.

Hobart D, Lewis, of Bedford Hills, New York, Chairman of the
Board and Editor-in-Chief, Reader's Digest, Pleasantville, New Yex,k
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F. David Mathews, of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, President, University
of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

James A, Michener, of Pipersville, Pennsylvania, Writer, Pipersville,
Pennsylvania,

Lyle M. Nelson, of Stanford, California, Professor and Chairman
of the Department of Communications, Stanford University, Stanford,
California,

L. Tom Perry, of Bountiful, Utah, Member of the Council of the
Twelve Apostles, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
Salt Lake City, Utah,

Jacinto J. Quirarte, of San Antonio, Texas, Dean, School of Fine and
Applied Arts, University of Texas, San Antonio, Texas.

Betty Shabazz, of Mt., Vernon, New York, Ph.D. candidate-student
at the University of Massachusetts, Mt. Vernon, New York.

Frank Stanton, of New York, New York, Chairman, The American
National Red Cross, New York, New York.

Jana E. Sutton, of Parrottsville, Tennessee, Student, College of
Agriculture, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessece.

Harry Van Arsdale, Jr., of Flushing, New York, President, New
York City Central Labor Council, New York, New York.

David L. Wolper, of Los Angeles, California, President, Wolper
Organization, Los Angeles, Cdlifornia.

Anne Armstrong, of Armstrong, Texas, Former Counsellor to the
President, Armegtrong, Texas.

In addition to those being named today the Administrator of the American
R evolution Bicentennial Administration is an ex officio member. The
Administrator of the Administration is John W, Warner who was appointed
on April 9, 1974,

The Chairman and Vice Chairman will be elected by the members from
among their own membership other than the Administrator.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 12, 1975

Dear Mr. Broberg and Miss McClellan;
On behalf of the President, I wish to_ ackngs_ledae and thank you for
your recent letter regarding your plans to'produce a motion picture

based on the life of George WasHington, to be released in the summer
of 1975. : ! -

< E ca. - -

- o

- - -

The President was interestéd ta_ 1earn c_)j._thls project, which co1nc1des
with the celebration of our Nation's-Biceatennial next year, and he:
very much appreciated your thoughtfulness in inviting him or any of.
his colleagues, to back this produc*lon. .However, because of his
numerous official commitments, he must.necessarily limit his
participation in outside activities ancf-org-gmzatmns Further, 1

am sure you will understand that it would not be appropriate for the
President to personally endorse or back:az commercial venture.

The President has asked me to extend his-best wishes to you and -

your associates for every success in. carrylng out your plans for
this production.

= - -

Sinc erely,

(Vb Bty

Philip/W. Buchen
’Couns.el to the President

Mr, Wallace E, Broberg, Jr.
Miss Vyonne McClellan
Meridian Pictures

420 North 750 East

Orem, Utah 84057
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Feyruvary 12, 1975

HEMORANDUM PFOR: ROBIN WEST

FROM: PHRILIP BUCHER
SUBJECT: Nedal of Freedom Award
Attached is a copy of a

ter I have been
poSas ons in which the
Madal of Fresdom can be in coanection
with the Bicentemnial program.

I would appreciats your giving it your
careful attention and to reply to Mr. Marks
on the sudject.

:
;
gas

Attachment

PBuchen:sk 2/12/75
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Febzruaxy 12, 1975

Dear Leonard:

After cur lunch last month I have learned that
Robin West at tha White House is in charge of

developing procedures for making Medal of Preedom
awards.

Therefore, I have sent him a copy of your letter
of January 13 and have asked him to respond as

soan as possible.

I have received sevaral copies of Dorothy's splendid

article on Sally Seidman. It made delightful reading
and the only possible fault I could find with it came
from Bally's mistake about my being a poet.

With best wishes.
Sincerely,

Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

Mr. Leonard H. Marks
Vice Chairman

Honor America

1920 L Street, H. ¥.
Washington, D. C.

PBuchen:sk 2/13/75




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 18, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

EXECUTIVE ORDER

WAIVER OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LAW
AND LIMITATIONS OF AUTHORITY

The American Revolution Bicentennial Board has
requested that the American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration be authorized to perform, without
regard to certain provisions of law or limitations
of authority. the functions authorized under the act
to establish the American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration (Public Law 93-179 87 Stat. 697,
hereinafter referred to as the act). I have deter-
mined that it would be in furtherance of the purposes
of the act to provide such authorization.

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by section 11 of the act. and as President of

the Unlited States of America, it 1s hereby ordered
as follows:

Section 1. The American Revolution Bicentennilal
Administration is authorized to perform the functions
authorized by the act without regard to the following
specified provisions of law and limitations of authority:

(a) section 638(a) of title 31 of the United States
Code to the extent that it pertains to hiring passenger
motor vehlcles.

(b) section 13 of title 41 of the United States
Code.,

(c) section 501 of title 44 of the United States
Code.

(d) Any provision of law or limitation of authority
to the extent that such provision or limitation would
limit or prohibit:

(1) selection of, and award of contracts to.
a State or local government agency or non-profit organi.
zation on a sole-source basis. v

(2) expenditure of not to exceed $10,000
annually of funds received pursuant to contracts under
section 2(f) of the act for official receptions and
representation, and

(3) expenditure of appropriated funds for
transportation and subsistence of volunteers.

more
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Sec. 2. It 1s directed that each specific use of
the waivers of statutes and limitations of authority
authorized by the foregoing provisions of this order
shall be made only with the advice of the General Counsel
of the Administration, and only when determined in writing
by the Administrator (or in his absence by the Deputy
Administrator) that such use 1s specifically in furtherance
of the purposes of the act and in the public interest.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,
FEBRUARY 18, 1975



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 25, 1975

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE
NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL CONFERENCE

INTERNATIONAL BALLROOM
WASHINGTON HILTON

9:35 A.M. EDT

Thank you very much, John, distinguished Members of
the Congress, members of the Continental Army, it is a great
privilege and pleasure to join you this morning and to launch
this extremely important conference of representatives from
the Federal Government, the State Bicentennial Commissions and
the staff of the American Revolution Bicentennial Administration.

All of you have contributed most significantly
thousands and thousands of hours of work preparing for events
during the next 21 months. Your dedication will make this
Bicentennial into a profound renewal for our great country,
the United States of America. Your sense of having participated
will be your best reward.

This group comes from many occupations in many dif-
ferent parts of our Nation, and I was privileged, yesterday,
to meet so many of you personally. You reflect what I find
most exciting about the Bicentennial activities -- they flow
from the spirit of all of our people -- they are truly
national in scope and truly non-partisan. The Bicentennial
involves all sections of our country and yet represents a
unity of purpose. As all of you know, perhaps better than I,
over 6,000 projects are now planned with more being added
everyday and every month. They represent the diversity of
our national heritage and the imagination of our citizens.

There are beautification programs, restoration
projects, educational efforts and medical research, all under
the Bicentennial banner.

In New York City, the South Street Seaport with a
museum and rejuvenated sailing ships will commemorate the
Bicentennial.

Third graders in Riceville, Iowa, sold
cookies and Christmas trees to finance a Bicentennial mini-park.
And in the Texas towns of Howardswick, Clarendon and Hedley,
a community Bicentennial amphitheater is being built of bricks
hand-made by the school children of those three towns.

MORE



Page 2

I think these projects show there is not just one
way, but many, many ways to observe the Nation's 200th birthday,
and I vividly recall, as a young lad, being taught that the
beauty of Joseph's coat is its many, many colors.

Just as the strength of the Nation comes from the
richness of its many ideas, so does the strength of the
Bicentennial.

This celebration period is an important opportunity
for this Nation to reflect on the past and even more so, to
look to the future. John Adams envisioned the celebration of
the Declaration of Independence in a letter to his wife, Abigail,
in July of 1976. John Adams wrote the following:
"I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated
by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival.
It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by
solemn acts of devotion to Almighty God. It ought to be
solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports,
guns, bells, bonfires and illuminations, from one end of
this continent to the other, from this time forward forevermore."
John Adams, who would later be the first Vice
President and the second President of the United States, did
not know, at that time, what the outcome of the Declaration
of Independence would be, nor did he realize that the day
would come when the United States would stretch across the
continent and across the distant seas.

But, like other revolutionary leaders, he had faith
in the future of the unformed Nation. Those were exciting,
those were frustrating and those were confusing times.

Letters and newspapers were carried by horseback,
or by ship, but the ferment of the ideas was strong enough
to overcome the limited means of communication.

The Continental Congress, composed of representatives
from different States, oftentimes with conflicting interests,
faced the almost insurmountable job of agreeing long enough
to fight a war with limited funds and limited manpower.

It was a tough job, because it is always difficult
to unite clashing demands. But the job was done, the Revolution
was successful, and a unique Constitution was written. Those
Americans did not fail us.

As Thomas Jefferson wrote Lafayette: "We are not
to be expected to be translated from despotism to liberty in a
featherbed."

MORE



Page 3

And the Americans who inherited the new form of
government knew what Jefferson meant. They did not fail us.

We are here today because no ensuing generation of
our fellow Americans found self-government to be a "featherbed."

Now, as we commemorate the deeds of the first
citizens of the Nation, we must look, as they did, to the
future. We must ask ourselves what will we leave to the
next generation? What will America be in another 200 years?

I concede it is almost beyond our ability to foresee.
Jefferson, Franklin, Washington and others, could not know
what their efforts would produce, neither can we. But we can
act to honor our highest obligation, to leave the Nation
free and secure, as it has been passed down to us.

Each generation has been called on to accept the
challenge of a different crisis, and each generation has
lived up to its responsibility.

In 1812, our young Nation faced its first war --
another struggle with Britain. The Capitol and the White
House were burned, and President James Madison and his wife,
Dolly, fled the City. But the fledgling Nation pulled itself
together and survived. The Capitol and the White House were
rebuilt -~ this country continued to grow. Those Americans
did not fail us.

When the debate over slavery and union erupted into
war, Americans fought Americans, but the end of the war
brought renewal, and the task of settling the continent went
on. Those Americans did not fail us.

When a great crisis of spirit caused by the Depression
struck the Nation, millions of Americans living today did not
fail us. They pulled themselves together and kept the Nation
going.

In two World Wars, Americans gave their time, talent,
resources, yes, and many their lives, to keep the cause of
freedom alive. They did not fail us.

In unhappy times and unpopular wars, Americans
accept the challenge. No generation of Americans has failed
to accept the necessary sacrifices of the day. I am con-
vinced we will not fail ourselves or future generations.

Today, we face new challenges -- our economic and
energy problems. New perceptions, yes, and new priorities
are required to meet new difficulties.

MORE
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We are engaged in a great national debate on how
to solve economic and energy problems of very serious
proportions. Solutions will require the same hard work and
tenacity required to wage a successful revolution, establish
a working government, carve a civilization out of the wilder-
ness, produce the greatest industrial machine ever developed
and to also produce the highest standard of living of any
Nation in the world.

In another 200 years, in 2175, Americans will prepare
to celebrate the Nation's 400th birthday. We must act now
so that they can say of us: "Americans in the 1970s did not
fail us."

We can remember the past with flags and parades and
fireworks as President Adams envisioned in the first summer of aur
independence, but to honor the past, we must hand this
magnificent experiment in self-government on to future
generations, free and strong.

As we prepare for our Bicentennial, we must join
together to make sure that America's past is truly the
prologue to a greater future. We must not fail. We will
succeed.

Thank you very much.

END (AT 9:47 A.M. EDT)
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February 12, 1975

Dean Mr. Adam,

it was 06 special intenest Lo Learn o4
plans forn the restonation of hisionic Gadsby's
Tavern in Alexandiia. Although I am unable
1o have an active nole in this project, iL
wouwld be a pfeaswre to haua my name ZL{sled
as Honohrany Chainman of the Frlends of Gad.sby’A
Tavern regflecting my ene.awmgment fon taese
effornts to preseave this hisitonic meeting
place. The neal meaning of Zhe Blceniennial
Lies An the heants and minds of the people
04 this countrny. This profect caplunes this

Spldt.
Uith warmest best wishes,

Sincenely,

/8] Betty Fond

M. William Robent Adam
Cuwraton

Gadsby’s Tavern

138 Nonth Royal Sineel
Alexandnia, Virginia 22314

¢: Clem Congen
vJohn Mansh

' BF Hononany Affiliations {accept)
Bicentennial Folden

FER 18 1975

SP/an



THE WHITE HOUSE ‘u’;.cf;f

WASHINGTON &/

March 1, 1975

Dear Mr. Eschels:

When we returned from Nepal I found your card and your

note of greetings from Jerrxy Hazzard, Bob Burnap, and
Marian Black.

I am sorry I was not here to see you but the period
I was away from the White House proved to be a most
unusual and fascinating experience.

I wish YOu and your Committee every success in planning
for the Bicentennial celebration in Grand Rapids.

Best wishes.

Slncerely,

(|Gl

Ph111 . Buchen
Counsel to the President

Mr. Carl W. Eschels

Executive Director

The Bicentennial Sesqulcentennlal
Committee

Public Museum

54 Jefferson S.E.

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502




Jor A. Brown

715 BURDINE W

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77033

(7T13) 729-1544

March 8, 1975

Mr. Philip Buchen
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Phil:

I know how busy you are and certainly do not want to impose on our friend-
ship, however, I would like to ask two favors of you. If they are an
imposition, please let me know and I will understand.

First, I intend to visit Washington with Nina and the children. Because
of the Ford administration and the Bicentennial, there will never be
another opportunity to have a trip that will mean as much during our life-
times. My problem is that of not knowing if the summer of 1975 or the
summer of 1976 would be the best time for the trip. 1 would appreciate
your advice on this as well as your telling me what agencies to contact
in order that I will know what to do and where to go.

My second problem is that I have a close personal friend in Houston who
is an avid collector of autographed first editions of books. He has a
first edition volume of the President's book, "Portrait of the Assassin".
It would mean a great deal to me personally if there were some way to
get the volume autographed for him.

Thank you for whatever help you can give me. I am looking forward to
seeing and hearing about your experiences.

Sincerely,

Joe A. Brown
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3iarch 14, 1975

Goad Sobn:

sajoved taiking with you recenily shout vour dersemal in-
zwwiugm the forthcoming Sicentranial Commemeration.

The iour points of ths Bicesienzial Declaration are indesd
{sndarnental o bailding a jirm foundazien forr the Tuturs.

i was plexsed 2o loeara of the cioss working relativaskhip
which you have sstabilished with Joha Warner, o the

. Ammerican Zevoistion Bicentennial Administyation, and

of your ivint sifsxts te bring the Declarsiion sifoctiviy
o ths Asmericasn pubiic.

May I sxpress again my warm thanks o vos for yous con-
iribation to the Bicenizanial and ithe natisn.

Sincuwaly,

My, Ioha D. Sechefollsr 2rd
30 Reckeleller Plana
Mew York, Hew York 12829

CRF:Hasek/Lukstaty jmc
cc: D.E,Downton/J.2arsh /P, Buchen/D, Lukstat /R, Nesnen/P. Theis /5. Hase)

\\
e moab,\
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3/7]75

To: Dick Lukstat

From: Eva Daughirey

Mr. Buchen asked me to
aend you this -~ as a resuilt
of your phone conversation
with him yesterday.




Friday 2/28/75

9:50 Eliska mentioned yesterday that the President had cut a
tape on this bicentennial package. I told her we had
received a latter from John D. Rockefeller, 3rd, with
a draft letter for the President's signature -- so she
suggested calling Dick Lukstadt. Mr. Lukstacd said 2800
he got in an all this ex post facto -- he would have
recommended to the President not to even do the taping
if he had been in on it earlier. It is a very fine program
but ----- these things could be interpreted as an endorsement
by the President ---- and then all the groups everywhere
would expect theirs to be endorsed also.

Feels it might be wise to talk with you about the whole
thing -- so you could decide what to do with the Rockefeller letter.

(Dick has talked with John Marsh about all this too)

20K m 9/
5_ i A ~-j7-wifftz'ms
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Dear Mr.

for the

20 Rockefeller Plava

New Yorlk, N V. 10020

Buchen:

Clrele

.
)

RS

L

It was good to see you again at the dinner

Vice President last weesk.

My warmest thanks to you £for
connection with our

youxr help in

Bicentennial Declaration. You

7 -

indicated that it was not practical for the President
to sign the Declaration personally but that you felt
sure he would be glad instead to sign a personal letter
in support of our efforts.

.
x

I

o ourx

Attached is a dra
polnt of view wou

szt

Jith warm best wishes, I am

£ of such a latter which
4 be helpful.

Mr. Philip W. Buchen
Counsel

Tha

+to the President
Wnite House

Washington, D. C.



DRAFT LETTER FROM PRESIDENT FORD

2/19/15

Dear Mr. Rockefeller:

T appraciated the opportunity of talking with you recently

a

Q

out the forthecoming Bicentennial.

Particularly, I was interested in the Bicentennial Declara
tion which you brought to my attention believing that the four point
which it makes are fundamental in this critical period of our histor
You have my wholehearted support in your efforts to bkring the Declax
tion effectively to the American public.[jgs you know, I was plééseé
to taps a statement for the closed circuit program concerning the
Declaration;j

Recognizing the magnitude of the communications problem ir
volved, I was gratified to learn of the close working relationship
which you have established with Mr. Warner and the American Revolu-
tionary Bicentennial Administration (ARBA),EQS well as the support
which you have been receiving in the private sector, particularly
from the mass media and major business co:porationésl‘h
In closing, may I express again my warm thanks to you for
the fmp which you are ®aking on behalf of the Bicentennial.
The hour is late and efforts such as yours are important to the fin

o
i

result. A Fog;

-
W

Yours sincerely, X
2

~
.

! S
ryad



9:55

Tuesday 2/13/75

Russ Rourke wanted you to see this -- feels you will
undoubtedly be asked about this at the dinner this
evening in New York =«e«-- by John D, Rockeieller, 3zd.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
February 14, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PAUL THEIS

FRCM: PHILIP _BUéHEﬂ (A] ﬁ

Attached is a copy of a Bicentennial declaration
prepared under the auspicies of John D. Rockefeller, III
and signed in the original form by persons whose names
appear at the end of the declaration, along with a copy
of a letter from Mr. Rockefeller to the President.

Mr. Rockefeller has urged the President to become an
additional signer of the declaration on the theory that
he would be doing so as a citizen and not in an official
capacity. I did talk to Mr. Rockefeller on February 13
and explained to him that it is not advisable as a
practical matter to have the President separate himself
from his official role on a matter of this sort. I also
pointed out that although Presidents have traditionally
endorsed worthy causes or proposals initiated by people
in the private sector, I would not think it appropriate
for any President to do so by joining with others in
signing a particular  document.

I would suggest, however, that it would be appropriate
for the President to write a letter to Mr. Rockefeller
commending him on the declaration and expressing his
appreciation for the theme of the document. Accordingly,
I would appreciate having someone in your office draft

for my preliminary review a proposed letter from the
President.

Attachment

cc: Jack Marsh
Don Rumsfeld
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in its history. We face new and serious problems and uncertainty as 4
to the future. /y:/‘
o a
Two hundred years ago, our founding fathers stood at a ,!/‘ {,;”, ;["
similar crossroads. Beset then by grave doubts, they ultimately e He "
resolvad to stake everything oa 2 handful of ideds and ideals. 2 1:,1{-)“”"

ey forgad those ideas and ideals into founding principles '3.'5/“
and then fought to uphold them. The American Revolution brought 4
forth a2 rew system of government based on freedom, justice, and
individual rights.

-~

Today we are called upon to maintain and improve that system

is greal country of ours stands at a crucizl turning point /%

and to fulfill those principles. We are called upon to resolve our proﬁ}.ems

in such areas as the economy, equal opportunity, the quality of life in our
cities and rural areas, education, the environment, and many others.
We, the undersigred, believe ~ and we feel confident we reflect
the sense of the American people ~ that we have reached the point in our
history when a2 second American Revolution is called for, a revolution
not of violence, but of fulfillment, of fresh purposes, 2nd of new
directions,
We believe that the Bicentennial of our founding offers just such

an opportunity. To realize this potential, we believe the Blcenterm.al
must be ba.sed on four fundamentals, -

& % - hd - »

1 nIT { I.et us be inspired by our origins

] ~J . S 2
;)’ﬁ_,,_. and by the challenges we face.

If wve are not today an inspired people, we need to be remindad
that we once were, and must bz again., There is Iw.igh inspiration to be
found in the great ideals that created our country. The phrases that have
been worn smooth by use have fresh and urgent meaning for us today -
"government by consent of the governed,” "the blessings of liberty, ' "all
men are created equal,' Y'2 nation of laws.'" The Bicentennial can and
must become a time to celebrate those ideals, not just in a2 festive sense,
but in’the more profom.d sense of renewal and rededication,

YU,

4"'3\‘\

N
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s make the Bicentennial a great pariod of
aczisvament,

nationally and in every community.

What our forebears did 200 years ago had never been done before.
What we must co teday is equally unprecedented., At every level in our
socizsty, there is 2n urgent need for achievement - in education, housing,
transportation, the arts, communications, new ways of solving social
problams, new methods of setting goals for the future, increased citizen
pariicipation in government, We believe that dedicating the Bicentzananial
to achievement is the way to put the sense of alienation a2nd powerlessaess

behind us, to become once again the masters of our own destiny.

Let us commit ourselves to 2 Bicentennial Era, to at least
?}Z}’ //\v"}"r the sams time span required for the founding of our nation.
i The first American Revolution nelther started nor ended on the -
Fourth of July, 1776.° Th..rteen difficult years elapsed between the signing
of the Declaration of Independerce and the creation of 2n enduring systam
of government based on the Constitution. Many of the problem.-, of today
are different from those of 200 years 2go, but they are at least as grave.

: Therefore, the second American Revolution will require at least a ;
comparable period of time to grow strong and firm roots. We endorse the
concept of 2 Bicentennial Era from 1976 to 1989, notas a prolonged festival,
but as a realistic period for tough-minded planning and accomphshment

Vﬁ’ PN I.et us put our trust once again in individual iniﬁat'we, ‘
' in the commitment and particivation of each individual citizen,
7 i

e

Our great expenmnnt in democracy will suv-ely erode un1°ss the
Bicentennial Era becomes 2 time when'we once again assert the primacy of
individual initiative in moving our country forward. Governmental units at
all levels must play their part in a vigorous, open, and supportive way.

But the primary responsibility lies with the people, not with government.
Let each of us, acting alone and in groups, take our own initiatives, There
is work for 21l - for each individual - in every part of the country, of every
color, creed, age, and ethnic background. That work must begir now.

- For our part, we, the undersigned, pledge ourselves to spread
this message throughout the land, and to undertake our own individnal
initiatives., We earnestly invite our fellow citizens, all those who share
our vision of what the Bicentennial Era can mean and accomplish, to lend
their time, their energy, and their spirit to the work that lies




SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION

CHARLZS . ADAMS, Chairman, Raytheon Company,
- Lexingto=, Massachusetts
EDDIE AT.3EXT, Actor, Los Angeles
MANUZL ARAGON, Deputy Mayor, City of Los Angeles

MONSIGNOR GENO BARONI, President, National Center
for Urba=n Ethnic Affairs, Washington, D, C.

BENNY RAY BAILIE, Administrator, East Kentucky
Health Services anter, Inc., Hindman, Kentucky

CLIFFORD M. CLARKE, Executive Director, Bicentennial
- Gouncil for the Thirteen Original States, Atlanta, Georgia

A W, CLAUSEN President, The Ba.nk of America,
San Francisco, Calu.orma. i Nt

JOAN GANZ COONEY, Pres:.dem:, Chzldren‘s Television
Workshop, New York City

WALTER CRONKITE, CBS News, New York City

VINCENT A. DE FOREST, Chairman;, Afro-American
Bicentennial Corp., Washington, D.C.

WILLIAM G, FRIDAY, President, University of
North Carolina

JOHN'W. GARDNER, Chairman, Commo=n Cause,
Washington, D.C.

LADONNA HARRIS, President, Americans for Indian
Opportunity, Washington, D. C.

REVEREND THEODORE M, HESBURGH, President,
jotre Dame University, South Bend, Indiana

LADY BIRD JOHNSON, Stonewall, Texas

ERIK JONSSON, Chairman, Texas Instruments, Dallas,
Texas ‘




VERNON =, JORDAN, Ir{ , Lxecutive Director, National
Uzbax League, Inc., New York CL‘V

BILLIZ J=AN XiING, U.S. Open Tennis Champion, Los Angeles
Celiforzia

ROBER
Rec
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S, MC NAMARA, President, Internatioral Bank for
struction and Development, Washington, D. C.

DR, MARCARET MEAD, Anthropologist, American Museum
of Natural History, New York City

GEORGE MEANY, President, AFL-CIO, Washington, D. C,

RUBEN ¥, METTLER, President, TRW, Inc., Cleveland, Chio

- ARJAY MILLER, Dean, Stanford Business Schaol “Stanford,
California

EILEANOR HOLMES NORTON, Chairman, Gom:xjrnssmn on
. Human Rights, New York GCity

JOSEPH PAPP, Producer, New York Shakespeare Festivai

ESTHER PETERSON, Consumer Advz.sor, Giant Food., Inc. :
Washington, D.C.

MERRILL D. PETERSON, Professor of History, Uni_.;/ersity
of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virgiria )

ELLIOT L. RTGrIA.RDDOu, former Attorney General of the U,S.

JOHN D, ROCKEFEJ.JLLR 32D, New York City

DR, JONAS E. SALK, Director, The Salk Institute,
" La Jolia, California

DR. FRANK STANTON, Chairman, The American National
Red Cross, Washington, D. C.

ISAAC STERN, New York City

CYRTUS VANCE, President, Association of the Bar of the

City of New York ) :
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GEORCZ =, WEYERHAEUSER, President, Weyerhasuser
Compary, Tacoma, Washington

DOLCR =S WHARTON, Vice Chairperson, Michigan Bicentennial
COMMISSION

ROY WILXINS, Executive Director, National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People, New York City

DR, H=Z1.EN WISE, Chairperson, National Education Assaciation
Blcen:a:‘-.mal Committee, Washington, D.C.

LEONARD WOODCOCK, President, United Auto Workers,
Detroit, Michigan .

WALTER A. HAAS, JR., Chairman of the Boa.rd Lzvi Strauss
& Company




30 Roclkefeller Plaza
New York,N.Y. 10020

room 5600

o erme v

Decemper 23,

mermyami e tameaves Ay e
y TS S >

DR S et

Dear Mr. President: e

How thoughtful of yvou to write me concerning the
Rockefeller Public Service Awards Luncheon on Dacember
fourth. It meant so very much to us and to the occasion
to have you present. Your gracious corments about my part
in the progran were deeply appreciated.

Barly last week, I met with your associate, John
Marsh, to talk about the Bicentennigl. For sometime now I
have been concerned that pesople ars thinking of the Bicen-
tennial almost entirely as a birthday party. To me it must
not only be based on the 1nsolratlonal, going back to the
spirit of our forebears, but it must focus on achievement——
the overcoming of the problems which face us today. And
underlying it all must be the recognition of the importance
of individual initiative.

By now Mr. Marsh, I am sure, will have shown you
the Bicentennial Declaration which we discussed. If the
occasion is to have the meaning and the_depth, which I be-
lieve it can and must have, we need vour participation in
the presentation of the Declaration to the public. I hope
so rmuach that we can meet briefly sometime at your convenience

efore too long.

With warm best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

John D. Rockef@ller'Brdfﬂio.o

The President ]
The White House i
Washington, D. C.

/g"‘ Sl AL B\



" DEC 27 1974
30 Rocliefeller Plaza
New York, N. Y. 10020

Room 5600 Clrcle 7-3700

December 20, 1974
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Dear Mr. Marsh:

I appreciated the opportunity to talk with you
earlier in the week. When I telephoned you asking for the
appoincment, I had not realized the full extent of your
own knowledge about the Bicentennial as well as your in-
terest in it. It is mostegratifying.

As you realize, time is running in relation to
the Bicentennial. If it is to be accepted by the public
as more than a birthday party, it is essential that we move
promptly with a communications program such as we outlined
to you. Key to this approach would be President Ford's
interest and participation. = 1

You stated that you would be glad to discuss
with the President the Bicentennial Declaration which we
left with you. What I would like to urge is that as soon
as possible a follow-up meeting with the President be ar-
ranged so that we could present more specifically alterna-
tive programs which would result in his effective support.

As I understand it, the President is off this
weekend for a week of skiing in Colorado. Might it be pos~-
sible to get together sometime during the following week--
the week of the twenty-ninth? I might mention that I hope
to be away the week beginning on January f£ifth but will be
here right along otherwise.

I look forward to working with you in connection
with this important matter.

Sincerely, -

The Honorable John 0. Marsh ¢
The White House s
Washington, D. C. (ﬂ Ve ‘/)




I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have just
written to the President in reply to a warm and most
gracious letter from him about the Rockefeller Public
Sexrvice Awards luncheon on December 4th.

Because I read in the paper that the President had

talked with my brother Nelson about some involvement
in the Bicentennial, I talked with him over the

" weekend about yours and my conversation on the

subject. He said would I please write him a memo
in regard to the matter so that he would be brought
up to date. This I am doing.
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March 15, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL KENDALL

gk

FROM: PHIL BUCHEN

Kindly followup on the attached letter to you
from Senator Hugh Scott which requests that
you arrange with his Special Assistant,

Rita Ann Pfeiffer, to have the President's
signed authorization (which is also attached)
hand delivered to the Senator's office.

Attachment




Text of The Official Bicentennial Declaration of the People of the United
States of America:

"On the occasion of the Bicentennial Anmiversary of the United
States of America, we the undersigned do proudly reaffirm our dedi-
cation to the principles of Liberty, Justice and Freedom which led
our forefathers to proclaim our nation's Independence two hundred
years ago, on this day and in this place.

It is our unshakable belief that these principles, applied to
the affairs of each generation by a Government which recognizes
that it does indeed derive its just powers from the consent of the
governed, will continue to secure our rights of Life, Liberty and

the Pursuit of Happiness in the centuries to come as it has in the
two centuries gone by."

July 4, 1776 - July 4, 1976
Independence Hall, Philadelphia

I hereby authorize a facsimile of my signature to appear on the Bicentennial

Day Declaration. ‘¢7b15//

Signature:

" t0ky
Al <
P L]
— w0t
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOCN

March 4, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: PHIL, BUCHEF‘ﬂ,
SUBJECT: City of Philadelphia Bicentennial

Day Declaration

Senator Scott has requested that you sign the attached
authorization to permit your signature to be used on
Philadelphia's Bicentennial Day Declaration which
reaffirms the principles of Liberty, Justice and Freedom
that inspired our Nation's founding. The Philadelphia
Bicentennial Commission intends to sell this Declaration
with facsimile signatures of the officials who will be
participating in the official July 4, 1976, ceremony in
Philadelphia.

Recommendation:

Max Friedersdorf, Ted Marrs and I recommend that you
sign the attached authorization,

A

Ty 4
¥



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 12, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP BUCHEN
FROM: JAMES E. CONNOR £ &
SUBJECT: City of Philadelphia Bicentennial

Day Declaration

The President reviewed your memorandum of March 4 on the
above subject and signed the attached authorization to permit
his signature to be used on Philadelphia's Bicentennial Day
Declaration.

cc: Dick Cheney
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 28, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: ' PHILIP BUCHEN

THROUGH: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF g\ &
FROM: WILLIAM T. KENDALLA V(
SUBJECT: Authorization to use Presidential

signature on "Bicentennial Day
Declaration, " of the Official
Bicentennial Day Commission,
City of Philadelphia,

The attached is self-explanatory. I am aware of the stringent
restrictions on the use of the President's name in connection with
fund-raising projects, However, I would like to ask that this request
be examined very carefully and, if at all possible, I would urge it

be granted, In the event the reply is negative, I would recommend

a Presidential letter of explanation to Senator Scott,

Please advise of action taken.

Many thanks.

o)
N
9/

\
Nevye



T RIGH' SCOTT RICHARD G. QDYCK ‘ /

PENNSYLVANIA ADVIRISTRASIVE ASSTSTANES

Vlnited Diates Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

Tehruary 23, 1976

toe

r. William T. Kendall S
Deputy Assistant to the President Fa \A o
The White House i

Washington, D.C. \\MJ,/’E/

Dear Bill:

Enclosed is a letter which I have directed to the

Presidant to regquest his signature on a special
Bicentennial commemorative.

This one is really important to me, and I would
very much aporeciate your nlacing this request in the
proper channels.

Please be in touch with Rita Ann Pfeiffer, my
Special Assistant, so that arrangements can be made to
have the signed authorization perxrsonally hand carried
back to my office.

Wwith kindest regard,

Sincerely,

United States Senator

HS:xp
Enclosure
original letter to President



HUGH SCOTT- P
PENNSYLVANIA

NViniled Hlafes Henale

OFFICE OF THE MINORITY LEADER
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

The President . February 19, 1976
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

On September €, 1974, at Independence Hall in Philadelphia, you announced
that you would return to the city of Philadelphia on the Fourth of July 1976,
the culmination of our nation's Bicentennial celebration. We are, of course
very honored that you will be in our State on this most historic occasion.

A special ceremony is planned for July 4, 1976 in Philadelphia, to which
all the leaders of our government will be invited. They include the Vice
President, members of the U.S. Senate and the House of Representatives, the

Justices of the Supreme Court, the President's Cabinet and the Governors of
the 50 States.

To permanently commemorate this significant event for all Americans, The
O0fficial Bicentennial Day Commission, organized under the auspices of the
Bicentennial authorities of the City of Philadelphia and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, will issue a most appropriate commemorative of Bicentennial Day.
This special commemorative, which will be made available to the public, will
consist of a sterling silver medal and the "Bicentennial Day Declaration”
reaffirming the principles set forth in the Declaration of Independence. It
is planned that this historic Bicentennial declaration will bear the siana-
tures of all the distinguished leaders of our nation who have been invited
to attend the July Fourth ceremonies in Philadelphia. Any funds received by
the Commission will be directed to official Bicentennial activities.

A copy of the full text of the Bicentennial Day Declaration is enclosed
for your information. To enable the Commission to include your signature
among the other distinguished American leaders whose names will appear on
this document, will you please provide your authorization by signing the
attached. For reproduction purposes, 1 am requesting that you sign in black
ink. A member of my staff will contact your office to have the signed
authorization personally delivered to me.

It is my privilege to participate with you and the Commission in this
historic commemoration.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,

T

PR S at
; peRd
4 1

/ 3
Hugh Scott v : C;'
HS:fs Republican Leader S
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Dear Joe:

Thank you for your recent letter of March 8, 1975,
Events have indeed kept us very busy, However,
I have attached a list of offices that you might con-
tact for general information about the Bicenteanial
celebration in Washington during 1975 and 1976,

Also, I would like to assist you by asking the
Presgident to autograph your friend's copy of

o S ey
been sc very to ask such o
favor,

With best regards,

Mr, Joe A, Brown
9715 Burdine
Houston, Texas 77035



BICENTENNIAL WASHINGTON OFFICES

The American Revolution Bicentennial Commission (ARBA):

is the national funding, policy and coordinating agency for the U, S.'s
200th birthday celebration. ARBA establishes guidelines for state and
local commissions, and has information on all programs nationwide
through its Bicentennial Network computer service (BINET). Director:
John Warner. Offices: 2401 E Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 20276

The District of Columbia Bicentennial Commission (DCBCQC):
appointed by Mayor Walter Washington in 1971 is the official citizen
advisory panel responsible for policy, planning and coordination for
D. C. Bicentennial projects, and preparations for hosting 40 million
visitors to the capital city in 1976, Commission chairman: James O.
Gibson, Offices: 1025 15th Street, NW., Washington, D.C, 20005

The Washington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau:

is a division of the Metropolitan Washington Board of Trade, and
represents an association of area businessmen engaged in the
tourist industry. The Convention and Visitor's Bureau offers a
variety of information to members, and informative publications
about Washington to the public regarding Bicentennial and other
items of interest, Offices: 1129 20th Street, NW., Washington,
D.C. 20036




