
































































































































































































































For Rele3se 
Friday , May 21, 1976 

THE \IBITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford w;i..lJ_ speak at the dedication ceremony for the ·Bennington 
Coll ege Visual and Performing Arts Center Saturday, May 22. 

She also will affix a plaque officially dedicating the Center. 
Speakers on the program include Vermont Governor Thomas Salmon; 
Joseph Eisman, acting President of Bennington; Miss Martha Hill, 
founder of the dance program at Bennington, and others associated 
with Bennington and the arts. 

Mrs. Ford studied at the Bennington School of the Dance in the 
su!!l.rner of 1936 and 1937 before going to New York City to dance 
with Martha•Graham. 

' • Mrs. Ford also will attend a performance by Bennington dance 
stude nts and participate in a picnic with students and faculty 
members. 
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TH'.:. \"JHITE HOUSE 

WA S J-! I N G T 0 N 

May 15, 1976 

MEEORl\NDUM TO : PETER SORUM 

FROM: SUSAN PORTER 

SUBJECT : Action Memo 

Mrs. Ford has accepted the following out-of-town invitation: 

EVENT: Dedication of the new Bennington College Arts Center 

DATE: Saturday, May 22 , 1976 

·rIME : 12 : 00 noon Dedication 

PLACE: Benningto!1 College 
Bennington, Vermont 

CONTACT: Mrs. Catherine H. CUi~pston , Dedication Coordinator 
0: (802) 442-5401 ext . 628 
H: (802) 442-9015 

COMM.ENTS : Jl.lthough Bennington is a difficult p],ace to get to , Mrs. Ford 
will participate in the dedication of the new Bennington 
College Arts Center on Saturday , May 22 , at noon. She wiJ.l 
stay afterwards for the box lunch and a tour of the building. 
Participating with her will be two of her former dance 
instructors, Martha Graham and Martha Hill. Mrs. Ford will 
make brief -remarks at the dedication particularly focusing 
on Martha Hill. The press contact is Richard Rothman who 
will be at Bennington after Monday or Tuesday. Governor 
Salmon's office has telephoned and offered to be of assistance. 
The contact in the Governor's office is Norman James , 
(802 ) 828-3333 . The file is attached . 

Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
William Nicholson 
Max Friedersdorf 
Stephen McConahey 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 
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Dear Ms. Porter, 

April 2 0 , 19 7 6 
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I'm delighted that Mrs. Ford expects to attend the dedication ceremony of 
the Bennington Colle ge Arts Center: for which· I enclose the preliminary in­
vitation and tentative outline of events . 

The focJJs of the whole celebration, of course, is the Satur~_C:Y ~E?iD:g 

dedicatior:.u;:§rnn:iony . We do not plan lengthy speeche s, but, instead, 
~-----· 
will give special tributes to individuals like Martha Hill, for whom the 
Dance Workshop i s named. The Dedication Committee hopes that it will 
be suitable for Mrs. Ford to remark briefly about Martha Hill ' s role in 
the Bennington SuP.lmer School of the Dance and , perhaps , ~bout the 
College ' s role in t he modern dance movement. Martha Graham has a 
similar assignment. We can easily furnish any necessary de tails . 

I look forward to speaking with you again and to meeting with the members 
of the White House staff who visit the College to· help formulate final 
arrangements for Mrs . Ford's visit. 

All of us at Bennington College are tremendously thrilled by our magnificent 
ne w Arts Center , and I assure you that it means a grnat deal to us to have 
the First Lady join in our dedication celebration. 

CHC:mam 

Enclosures : 
1 . Invitation 
2. Tentative schedule 

Ms . Susan Porter 
Appointments Secretary for Mrs. Ford 
The White House 
Wushington, DC 20500 

Sincerely, 

nt'. rv <4 \et ,.n.. v\~.\;( \ .. "' J. ~~\vi' 
Catherine H . C umpston 
Dedication Coordinator , 
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You u.re cordially invited 
to join the 

Bennington College Community 
at the formal opening of the 

Bennington College Arts Center 
I Exhibit s , performances, readings, symposia 
j J\;1 a y 2 0 - 2 3 , l 9 7 6 

l 
with a C.edication ceremony on 

Saturday, May 22, at 11:00 a.m. 

~~~~~~~~--~~~~- -~~~~~-

DEDICATION PROGRAM 

8:15 p.m. Talk by Francis Fr3ncis Fe;:-gusson - Theatre in the Umversi 
Drama Workshop 

9:15 p.m. 
Drama Vvorkshop 

9:45 p.m. 
Barn Studio Theatre 

Frid ay , Max: 21 

10:00 a.m. 
Galleria 

Noon 

2:30 p.m. 
Galleria 

4:00 p.m . 
Tishman Auditorium 

5:00 p.m. 
Tishman Auditorium 

8:15 p.m. 
Galleria 

9:30 p .m. 
Dance Workshop 

Multi Media Event. Inquis.ition by Gunnar Schonbeck 
and Leroy Logan 

Drama Division. Scenes from Acting and Directing Classes 

Prose Reading. 
Nicholas Delbanco 
John Gardner 

Robertson Ward. Arts Center Tour 

Poetry Reading 
Ben Belitt 
Barbara Howes ' 3 7 
Howard Nemerov 
Stephen Sandy 

Robert Woodworth. Time laps e films of plant growth 

Thomas P. Brockway. Slides: Bennington College Faculty, 
1932-1976 

Stanley Edgar Hyman Memorial Lecture by Kenneth Burke. 
Poetics, Rhetoric , and Dialectic 

Dance Division - Open Rehearsal. New works by 
Remy Charlip a nd Jack Moore 

over .... 



I ff- : .., ~1 
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lL;30 p.m. 

1:00 - 4:00 p.rn. 
Arts Center 

4:30 p.m. 
Usdan Gallery 

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
Music Workshop 

8:.;_5 p.m. 
Performing Arts Lobby 

11:00 p.m. 
Music \t\Torkshop 

Su nday, May 23 

10:00 a.m. 
Galleria 

Dedication Cercmuny. Themas P. Brockwdy, Marsl d ll 

Reception and Tours 

Student Bazaar: Music, dance, mime, reudings 
Concurrent events 

Reception. Artists at Bennington, 1932:-1976 
faculty, ldumni, Students 

Banquet. (Admission by advance resNvation only. 
$6. SO per person. Reservation deadlin2: Mav 

Concert. Music Di vision 
·works by Brant, Calabro, Fine, Nowck 

Concert. Black Music Division 
"THIS! //is OUR Str2tegy," 

by musician-composer Bill Di:>:oh 

Colloquium. Education and the Arts 
Frederick H: Burkhard~ , moderator 

L )\1''·1 -.. It 
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RK-DINGS Ai rD 
SYMPOSIA 

May 20 - 23 

PERFORMANCES 
l'v1ay ~o -: 23 

Participants, in addition to current faculty and 
students, include William Bales, Thomas P. 
Brockvrny, Kenneth Burke, Frederick H. 
Burkhardt, Martha Hill Davies, Francis 
Fergusson. Catharine Osgood Foster, \Vallace 
Fo\.vlie. Otto Luening, HO\·vard Nemerov. Barbara 
Herrnstein Sm'th, and Robert vVoodworth. 

A complete schedule will be available in early 
May. Already planned are a. review of the 
origins of the Arts Center on Thursday, the 
Stanley Edgar Hyman Memorial Lecture by 
Kenneth Burke on Friday evening, and a generai 
discussion on Education and the Arts on Sunday 
morning. 

On Thursday, Friday. and Saturday evenings 
the Drama, Dance, Music, and Black Music 
Divisions will present premieres, performances. 
and 1Norkshop laboratories. Special works have 
been choreographed for the occasion. by Hemy 
Charlip and Jack Moore. The world premiere of 
Vivian Fine's TEISHO for eight singers and 
string quartet will be held on Saturday. 

While· the s~hedule has yet. to be completed, 
the days will be full and colorful. A fmal 
program will be sent to everyone. 



T1-iere will be major e.x.hibHs of painting, draw­
ing, sculpture, ceramics, and photography by 
c urrent and p as t faculty, students, and alumni. 

Faculty cv'v-ork will be in Usdan Gallery. 

, 

_Reception - Saturday afternoon. 

Student work will be shown throughout · the 
Visual Arts Building. 

Alumni work will be in Commons, Tishman, 
and the Barn. 

• <. ~ 

, ''!' 

Reception - Friday_ afternoon. 

"'; 

The Science Divi~ion plans exhibits of holo­
graphy, topology, botanical illustration, natural 
history drawings, and gem minerals . 

•.• 

" ' 
Ceremony and reception. Saturday at 11 :00 a .m'. 

A feas·t will be held :on Saturday evening· . . ' 
(See reservation form.) 

There . will be a multi media event throughout 
the A~ts'_,Center: . . 

.~ . 

A series _of commissions have been awarded · 
in all .disciplines to· set off major events and 
enliven the occasion. 

EXHIBITS 
May 20 - 23 

DEDICATION OF THE 
ARTS CENTER 

BANQUET 

·, 

"HAPPENING 
.· ... 

. '' .. 
NOOK AND CRANNY 

' COMMISSIONS 
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B? -~~EPT PENDING 
day 21, 1970 
Be nln ton , Vernont 
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