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EVENT: 

GROUP: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: . 

COMMENTS: 

-2-

Re: Stone Plate Presentation 

Participation in Presentation of Copper Plate of the 
Declar_ation of Independence (Stone Plate) 

National Archives, National Park Service, General Services 
Administration and Bicentennial Office 

To Be Determined (Afternoon) 

To Be Determined 

Mr. Meisel in the office of Deputy Archivist James O'Neill 
523-3216 

Mr. Hobart Cawood, Superintendent of Parks, National Park Service 
in Philadelphia 
(215) 923-6843 

Please Note: This event is not firm and will need to be 
pqlled together by Jack on the advance. May we please stay 
in touch? Because excellent background from Milt Mitler 
is attached, I will not repeat the background. I believe 
Mrs. Ford's participation should be brief and will ultimately 
be a very nice photo opportunity. Dr. Ted Marrs and M.,ilt Mitler 
of the White House Bicentennial Office have asked to be 
present on this occasion. Milt Mitler has asked that 
Hugh Scott make the announcement of the display and 
presentation on this plate. The file is ·attached. 

Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Jack Williams 
Red Cavaney 
William Nicholson 
David Lissy 
Milt Mitler 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 
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FILE ON 
GOLDEN SLIPPER CLUB 

.... -· 



-------------------- -----

·:. A -c7 ~j-6' 
.::.·"'~1 '-'"" ' I~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE ij :;:...,.--z~ 
""' I__., T~ 

WASHINGTON 

.. 



1315 Wa!nut Street, Sui te 1005, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107 (215) 546-1563 

January 14, 1976 

Frank Brodsky 
President 

Dear .Mrs. Ford: 

~~1..-r-.t::..Ct: MR..· BAt....l 

o·. (2-t:1j IJJA~- 91(JC/ 

H : (,/ l(} /Yl lJ 1.j Jo? o L/) 

The Golden Slipper Club is one of the. leading fraternal and 
philanthropic organizations in the Philadelphia area for over 55 
years. As the president of the organization, it is my pleasure to 
extend, on the organization's behalf, an invitation to you to attend 
our next membership meeting as our guest of honor. This will be one 
of the area's major Bicentennial events to turn the nations attention~ 
to Philadelphia in 1976. 

The Executive Committee of the Golden Slipper would 
you for your service to our country, a~ a 
evening of the following dates: 

meeting to be 
. l"Jlli)...{ 

{V~t"l ·· 

Monday, March·22, Thursday, March 25 or Monday, 

like to honor 
held any 

The Golden Slipper Camp covers 750 acres in the Pocono Mountains 
and it has served underprivileged boys and girls, regardless ' of race 

"---- or creed for over a quarter of a century. Its present expanded facil­
ities allow about 730 youngsters to enjoy three-week camping sessions 
in the summer. The camp is supported, not only by the philanthropic 
efforts of the Club, but by the Federation of Jewish Agencies and the 
United Fundo 

When President Johnson was in the White House, the club honored 
Mrs. JohnsonQ Other distinguished honorees include former President 
Trurnan, Sen.ator Hugh Scott, Dr. Martin Luther King, John Cardinal 
Krol, Ambassador Arthur Goldberg and Mrs. Nixon when she was First 
Lady. 

We sincerely hope, that since an advance booking for space is 
required, we may have the honor of an early favo~able reply. 

Mrs. Ford 
White House 
Washington, D.c. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Frank Brodsky / 

Loyalty• Charity G Good Fellowship 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

January 12, 1976 

SUSAN PORTER 

DAVID Lrs#Jr 

Golden Slipper Club 

A formal invitation to Mrs. Ford will go out 
this week. I am told they are very flexible 
on timing. 

The attached will give you some background. 

Attachment 
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Mr. Dav·id H. Lissy, 
Jl.ssoci ate Di rector-Domestic Counci 1, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Dav·i d: 

Jc.nu.::.ry 5, 1976 

The other day I v1as talking to Frank Brodsky who is president of 
the Golden Slipper Club, an organization with which I am sure you 
are familiar, and he told me that he has been in touch with the 
Hhi te House. You may have guessed that he has extended an invi- . 
tation to the President to come to Philadelphia to receive the 
Club 1 s 11 8i centennial A;vard. 11 

Frank told me that Senator Scott had endorsed the request in writing 
and that the da_te is open - subject only to the requirement that it 
be sometime before mid-May. 

There is ample precedent for a President of the United States to 
appear at the Golden Slipper - Harry Truman was honored in person 
and Ladybird Johnson and Pat Nixon were both honored while their 
respective husbands were in the White House. 

For the record, Golden Slipper is a largely Jewish organization 
\·1hi ch operates a non-sectarian charity camp in the Pocono Mountains 
(800 boys and girls have visited there every year for about a 
quarter of a century). The other charitable 1·1orks of the Slipper 
include scholarshi ps, emergency v1elfare to victims of tragedy, an 
extensive program aiding senior citizens and the like. 

If there is anything you can do to "push this invitation along" I 
would consider it a personal favor. The format could be worked out 
to the President 1 s satisfaction and the political implications I 
think would be extremely favorable . throughout Southeastern Penn­
sylvania. Thanks ·and best regards, 

As al ways, I> 

l 
i 

I f ~ ---

i·· :_ . 
!· 

~ 
t' 
( 

. . ~ . "': 

~ . .. •' 

~· . . -":. ::, '·:· 
i----- - · .:.-' 

.. _ 



FILE mr 
STONE PLATE 

.... 
<> 

Q .,. ... . .. . 
:~ 

·~ , . 



}ffiNORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1976 

SUSAi~ PORTE~ ~ 
MILT MITLER ~ 

Susan, at the expense of being redundant, the copper plate of the 
Declaration of Independence, . known as the "Stone" plate after the 
man who made it, was offered to a group of Philadelphians who 
delivered petitions to the President containing more than 700,000 
signatures of people desiring to have the Declaration of Independ­
ence moved to Philadelphia for the Bicentennial year. 

They have happily accepted this plate as an alternative and plan 
to display it in the First National Bank of the United States in 
Philadelphia. The Archives~ which has the artifact, will deliver 
it to Philadelphia after they have pulled several prints from the 
plate. · The prints, which will be the first made since the original 
prints were run, will be accomplished by the Bureau of Engraving. 

This first exact and official reproduction of the complete engros~ed 
Declaration, a mirror image, was prepared in 1823 by order of · 
Secretary of State John Quincy Adams. The engraver was William J. 
Stone. He produced the copper plate by direct impression from the 
original. Two hundred copies were printed on parchment and distri­
buted to the President, members of both Houses of Congress and the 
Supreme Court, and to each State governor and legislature. The 
plate measures 25 inches by 30~ inches. The parchment facsimilies 
bear the name of the engraver in the corner. Stone was later allowed 
to print copies from his plate, on paper, for general distribution. 
It is believed he printed about 2, 500. These copi es bear his name 
in the lower left s ide. St one facsimilies are now rar e. 

The contacts at the Archives are the Deputy Archivist, Dr. James 
O'Neill (523-3132) or Mr. Meisel (523-3216). Both are directly 
involved in preparing the plate for delivery. In Philadelphia, my 
contact has been Hobart Cawood, Superintendent of Parks, National 
Park Service (215-WA 3-6843). The only one I have told of the 
possibility was Meisel and he was cautioned to say nothing. In the 
other cases, I have indicated that we were just looking at alterna-
tives and needed some information. ~: :· 

It is expected the display area at the Bank Will be re.ady by May 1 
with an opening day for the display on June 15. Cawood would be 
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comfortable with a presentation ceremony either at the Bank or at 
Ben Franklin Square which will be dedicated on April 20. I believe 
the Square would be the better of the two for effect. 

If you need any further information, please let me know • 

. ,, .. '. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: SUSAN PORTE~~ ;) 

MILT MITLER~r .M 
t, ~ ,,;;__. I i, 

'·..;,,µ" • v..._,. FROM: /}'"'~.~ \~ & f.~ tr~~-', 
T:f ;V ',...--· . .... _ V~, .... ), ; . ·;;-...·' / ·7·-,;..J.' 
• ., .. ~ . .t ~:-' ._;}.'·\' 

Susan, Philadelphians, in their desire to have the Declaration r~;~=..,(,.:., 
of Independence moved from the National Archives to their city cvJ~ 
during th.is Bicentennial year, have produced in excess of 700,000 · IY~,~-;-;; 
signatures on petitions. Those petitions were brought to the ,..- .,..,.(J...._,.,.'·'/~"'~­
Wh i te House on March 22, 1976. . -<<".1 ,.>-_.-;(...,{( ?·'.y $.~J.: :;i 

/ ~r;~. '1~· D ·}} )."' 0 ( >· 
Prior to this, foll owing surveys taken by the National Archives '?-\' ~ w:_-;\_:'I.\ ·" 
and the L ~ brary. of Congress, ~ t had been. deterl!lined that the '\ .. C?:;'~~-'5')~ v 
document ls ent1rely too fragile to permit moving and that we \o~ .. ':JJ-_, 
should look tqward alternatives. ~ 

The alternative presented to the Philadelphians was a copper / 
engraving of the Declaration of Independence called the "Stone _ / 
Plate." This engraving is a 'mirror image' of the Declaration -... 
and was produced by a man named Stone at the request of Secretary ,,;<.,./ 
of State, John Quincy Adams, in 1823. From it were made about 1}.v.-t-\ 
200 copies for distribution to the President, Vice President, 
Members of Congress, Governors and other officials. In addition, 
Mr. Stone was permitted to draw about 2,000 copies which he sold. 

The Philadelphians seemed to be quite pleased with the alternatives 
and arrangements which are now being made through the National 
Archives to del iver the pl ate to Philadel phia. If you think there 
is a possibi lity t hat the First Lady wou .ld consi der making the 
presentation when she is there on April 26th, I would advise those 
involved. I believe this would be a good one and could result in . 
some satisfactory coverage. 




