
The original documents are located in Box 36, folder “Florists” of the Betty Ford White 
House Papers, 1973-1977 at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Betty Ford donated to the United States 
of America her copyrights in all of her unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



MMge.: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Janu.aJty 28, 7976 

1 had a eali. 6~om MMge. RogeJL6, a pe1L6on.a.l 
6!Ue.nd o 6 MtL6 • Fo~d' .6, who .told me. :tha..t 
Ro.6e..6, 1neo~po~e.d ha.6 ne.v~ ~e.eei..ve.d a 
thank you le.tt~ 60~ .6e.nc:Ung a eomp.llme.~y 
box 06 M.6e..6 to :the. WfiU.e. HoU.6e..She. 
.6 u.gg e..6te.d .6 e.nc:Ung a le.tt~ .to J ame..6 C. 
CMne. and a eopy to Tom An~e.. The. ad~e..6.6 
60~ Wt. An~e. i.6: Wt. Thoma.6 J. An~e., 
663 Knowle..6 Avenue., South Hampton, 
Pe.nn.6 ylva.n.ta. She. al.60 :thought U would 
be. rziee. to .6 e.nd a p.letMe. o 6 how RU.6ty 
i.6 cU.6 play.lng and aMang.lng :the..6 e. . ~0.6 e..6 • 

Could you plea.be. .6e.e. wha..t you ean do on 
:thi.6. 

Than~. 

C~lyn Po~e.mbka 

.. 



GROWERS Of QUAl1TY IOSES 

' 
INCORPORATED 

JAMES C. KRONE, Execut ive Vir.e President 
1152 HASLETT ROAD 
HASLETT, MICHIGAN 48840 
AC 517 339.9544 

October 21 , 1975 

Mr. Denis I. Paul 
Paul's Wholesale Florist Company 
1312 Eye Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Dennis: 

I understand that Tom Andre is currently shipping roses 
through you for complimentary presentation on behalf of 
Roses, Inc. to Rusty Young at the White House. 

It is Roses, Inc. 's intentions to supply a box of roses 
on a complimentary basis to the White House through the 
balance of this year, and throug h next year becoming a 
permanent arrangement, hopefully. 

As projections go at tne moment, however, t h is would at 
least be an arrangeBent t~1at we would exte nd to the White 
House for the balance of this year and next. 

In order to facilitate this arrangement, we need a local 
wholesaler in the Washington area who can see that the 
roses are delive red to Rusty f or his use. 

I gather f rom talking with Tom Andre that h e may have 
previously discussed this with you and that you are 
willing to be designated as the wholesaler contact to 
service this arrangement. 

I want to conf i rm that this arrangement has been e stabli shed. 
I will l e t the growers know that plan to shi p roses s o they 
can plan the ir sche dule s accor d i n g ly. 

Basically, Dennis, we wi ll ask our members to s hip on Tuesday 
for Wednesday arrival in Washington. This avoi ds Sun day shi p 
p i ng which we like to avoid. 

Wi th confirmation from you on agreeme n t to handl e the roses , 
we wi ll start to de v elop a list o f growers who wi l l ship 
f or t his e v e nt. We wi ll probably u se a different grower each 
mon t h. ~fOR0 
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Mr. Paul 2 10/21/75 

I will develop a register of them so you will know who is 
going to be shipping during the months ahead. If necessary, 
you can contact the grower directly if the roses fail to 
show up on a given time, or better yet simply call this office 
and our people here can follow up accordingly. 

How does this sound to you? 

I will look forward to hearing from you so we can complete 
our plans on this project. 

Warm regards. 

JCK:tk 
cc: Thomas J. Andre 

Cordially yours, w INCORPORATED 

James C. Krone 
Executive Vice President 
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.. !:hank W /?oger5 
f313 CambriJ[Je Road 

:Alexandria, Ur[Jinia 22314 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

WAS HIN GTON 

August 28, 197 5 

Mrs. Ford: 

I want to make certain you see the attached letter from the 
Society of American Florists. They are fine people to work with. 

Also, I have obtained the names of other outstanding designers 
in the country through J. Lidden Pennock for whom I have great 
respect. He assisted the Nixons for the Prince Charles - Princess 
Anne Dinner Dance, Tricia's Wedding and several Christmases. I 
have complete faith in his suggestions. Mrs. Mary Beth Weston, 
Garden Editor, House and Gardens helped him compile the list. Pat 
JJfoward w ill furnish you the names. 

The Swimming Pool project is finally nearing completion. 
Your Dressing Room is finished and the Guest Rooms will be 
papered by Saturday. We will bring the furniture in Saturday. 

Have eliminated the grill work in the north bedroom bath
rooms. Will paint next week. 

Henry Haller will be in Tuesday and will submit suggested 
menues for September 25 and October 2 dinners through Pat Howard. 
Pat has checked with State Department for possible dietary res
trictions. 

I am leaving tomorrow to vist my daughters in Colorado 
and Montana. I will return to work on September 16. As I will 
be travelling a lot of the time I will call in every couple of days. 

I have mix ed feelings about going at this time but feel I 
really need to "get away" for a while. I know the Residence is 
in g ood hands and that everything will work out just fine. 

Rex Scouten 



:'odetv of mrn.•riean flori:'t:' and onrnmental horticulturists 
901 NOR;H WASHINGTON STRUT. AHUNORIA. \/ IR<.INIA 22314, f[l[PHON( (703) 136·1700 

..... -.U.1111 
HICtlTtft VICC ... lllOlllT 

The Flrat Lady 
The Whlt.l Hou•• 
Waablqton, DC 

August ZS, 1975 

OYer a period of year•, tb.e Society of American Floriata, the national 
trade aa•oclatlcm of florJ~ulmre in America repreaenting grower•. 
wboleaalere, and retailer•, baa been aaaiatin1 the White House ataff ln 
aecurinc aad cl••i&nln& floral decoration• at the White Houae for a 
number of •ftDt8. 

Durln1 the paat year the Chairman of the American Academy of Floriata, 
Mr.a. Dorotlly Temple, ha• been in touch with Mr. llex Scouten and Mr. 
lluaty Youq of your ataff concerniq the poaeibility of providin1 quality 
deai1nera for varioua aocial function• and holiday• at the White Houae. 
AAF la the formal or1anl&atlon deaigned to enoour ... e, meaaure, and 
reco1ntae eacelleftce in the floral induatry. A.AF member• are actively 
workinl fo• aad in the induatry and haYe been •elected by a 1roup of 
Tru•te•• made up of faUow ftori•t• to reward competence in the profeaaion 
of fioriculture. Mr•. Temple would be able to YOluntarily provide know
led1eabl• clealper• for any 1iven occaalon or event at the White Houee. 

The Society la the only trade aaaociation in the floriculture induatry rep
reaentina all ••DMDY ol the lndu•try and the American Academy of 
Florl•ta, wlalch wa• fouadecl by the Society in an att.mpt to profeaaionalize 
our indutry. could circumvent fioriate from capitalising on their White 
Hou•• contacte. 



Mrs. Betty Ford - z - Auguat ZS, 1975 

In addition to assisting Mr. Young in holiday season decorations, mem
bers of the Academy could be called on any time to aeeiat you and your 
ataff and particularly would be in a position to a1 siet during the forth
coming bicentennial affairs without charge or expense of any kind. 

On behalf of our President, Ralph Wright, the adminiatration and manage
ment of the Society, I wish to express our genuine appreciation to you for 
your generous and tasteful u1e of flowers and plants throughout the White 
House. 

Youl' coneideration of thi• eu11eation will be greatly appreciated. 

JHW/gh 

Sincerely, 

John H. Walker 
Executive Vice President 



society of american florists and ornamental horticulturists 
901 NORTH WASHINGTON STREEl, ALFXANDRIA. VIRGINIA 22314 TELEPHONF (703) 836-8700 

Mr. Rex Scouten 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Rex: 

August 25, 197 5 

This morning I received a phone call from Barbara Besednik the Social Officer 
in the East Wing of the White House. She was desirous of securing from me the 
names of the ten best floral designers in the country along with their biographi
cal sketches. I reviewed for her the fine working relationship that existed be
tween the White House management staff and the SAF until recent months. 

I informed Mrs. Besednik also that after reading the article by Miss Camilla 
Snyder in the Saturday, August 23 Washington Star I had decided to write Mrs. 
Ford a letter offering the SAF and the AAF services in selecting and rotating 
professional floral designers who would offer voluntarily to serve when needed. 

I would appreciate very much your seeing that Mrs. Ford receives this letter. 
Having been neighbors of the Fords for about 14 years we don't want to see them 
embarrassed by members of our industry. 

In the interim period please be assured that you and Rusty can call Doug Gordon, 
Perry Russ and me any time for assistance, and in the major projects Dorothy 
Temple, the Chairman of AAF will be pleased to come down for consultation. 
Until the First Lady is able to make a decision in this matter, please be sure to 
tell Barbara Besednik that the AAF will select professional floral designers to 
assist the White House in any possible way. 

The Board of Directors of the Association of Former Agents of the U.S. Secret 
Service met in my office Saturday and have developed plans for their forthcoming 
annual meeting which will be held at the Ramada Inn in Roslyn, October 3-4, 1975. 
Stu Knight will be the principle speaker this year. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

~Iker 
E1[ecutive Vice President 

P. S. I am sending blind carbon copies of the letter to Mrs. Ford to yourself, 
Rusty, and Mrs. Besednik. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 14, 1975 

Dear Mrs. Ford, 

The attached memo concerning the 
Alexander King Florist is what we 
discussed this morning. However, 
since the memo had already been 
drafted, I am sending this to you with 
the thought you might wish to have it 
for future ref~rence. 

Thank you. Oar 
Pat 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 14, 1975 

FOR: MRS. FORD 

FROM: PAT HOWARD 

SUBJECT: Alexander King Florist 

Yesterday, I met with Mr. King of Alexander King Florist at Garfinckel 1 s. 
He was most enthusiastic about the possibility of having an opportunity to 
create beautiful table centerpieces for you. Unfortunately, he has a 
vacation scheduled for next week. However, if you wanted him to cancel 
part of his vacation in order to do the tables for the Governors Dinner, 
I think he would do so (only for you). Mr. King did say that the first time 
he does the tables he would prefer to have more lead time so he could 
really do something spectacular. 

As far as Garfinckel 1 s goes, his resources are unlimited. Mr. King took 
me on a walk-through of the store and pointed out many, many items we 
could use. (He understand that all items must be American made. ) He had 
many good ideas. For example, he suggested using one or more of the 
new designs Wamsutta is coming out with for their new line of sheets. He 
suggested using table cloths made of sheets with ruffles and shell center
pieces with flowers for your Senate Ladies Luncheon this spring. (The 
shell items are American made. ) 

Mr. King is sending an arrangement of flowers to you this afternoon. He 
asked that I tell you how much he would like to do table decorations or any 
other type of flower decorations for you. He also said he would like to do 
the White House Christmas tree. 

Thank you. 




