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D T:v ~ o-you:r-own f " promoted 

By STEVE WINGFIELD 
? Sun-Democrat St.ff Writer 
, workshop showing peopie 
how to p"pare their own leievi- ' 
sion m~s.ii.:es for use on 
Paducah 's cable TV system is 
pianned for April 2~2l. 

The free workshop will ac
quaint participants with ways 
of pn·parinl:( and producing 
maLrrtal for use un the public-
ac!'ess c:hannc!s u( c~~~~
cordin~ to Paducah . •. 
qiumcauons Authority consul
tanfAll.ie Morgan. 

The worKShop will be held at 
Paducah Till,!hman High 
School. 

The cable system bel(an ser• 
vice in the Come!! subdivision 
area reeently. The cable h:is 
th~ channels assigned for use 
by the public. One ctuinnel is for 
educational purposes, one fur 
government and one for the 
general public. 

"These will be here for people 
lo use," Morgan said. .. All 
kincu of messal,!es can go out." 
includinf.! locally-produced p~ 
grams on health care and crune 
prevt>ntion and sportin~ events 
or ~ovt!mmental m~tings, ne 
~id. 

The first day will be devotee 
lo lr:ichmi.: students. The se
cond day will be fur people in-

volved in local government and 
the third for members of the 
public. 

The sessions will be con• 
ducted by .Jon !{. G. Dunn, 
director o( public media fur the 
Kentucky Arts Comm1ss1on. He 

will be assisted by others from 
the arts commission. 

··Whal it would do for you is 
you would learn how the eqmp
ment works first," Dunn said at 
a mertml( of the "Aceess Chan
nel Planninl! Committee·· Tues-
day . Participants J!so will 
bt:comc acquainted wllh eon• 
ccpts oi produet1on and the kind 
of prudut·l the~· can expect. he 
said. / \ , _ 

The sessions will begin at 9 
a.m. each ~Y. D:JM nol.ed that 
0111:: uf the .sc~101is wtll be l.lpierl 
fur later use on one ui the access 
dwund.s. 

People can register by 
telephoning Mark Madison at 
Tili;hman Hii.:h School. -142-7551, 
or ~furg.rn at c1ty hall, H2-7Sol. 

Morgan noted that most 
CA TV sy:,tems across the cowi
try do not have access channels. 
Ounn .:..i1d that out oi approx
imately 150 CA TV systems in 
Kentucky, only 10 or so have 
access c:hanne!.s. 

Acces.s to most Corms of tbe 
media are limited. Morgan 
said. whereas cable TY allows 
more community involvement. 

Dunn said that grouµ:s u.sin~ 
the access channels "can re.illy 

e:1:piore a topic"or dtt ly than 
mo.st video nt!ws, which vidi:o 
new:s only skun.s the surface. 

Cornea.st, Inc., whic.-h 
operate:: Paducah CA TV, 15 
re::poruible ior maLn'4uung a 
facility for public use. Govern
men'4l and educauonal groups 
or organizations have to take 
care Qi themselves, Morgan 
s.ild. I 



Ohio Coupl<> Ht-sponds lo T\' (Juf'sl ion 
· ••• lli<'y r!2!,<' In· 11si11,: cm1Lrol p011t•I lmt1011~1, 

City~ 1"Iee ti11g 
Held O·ver 

.. Cable T\1 

\ l!PPER ARLINGTON. Ohio -
(AP) - Many res1dt>nts of this ;i/. 
fluent Columbus suhu:-n anrndrd J 

cHy meeting while s1tung ac homf'. 
They were part of what was billr.o 
as thr- first puolic meeting via two
wav ll'levis1on. 

Mm,t of thP city· .~ -i:1.000 rt-si
dt'nts wrnt about normal :iclJ\·icir-s. 
but 2.000 to 2.500 [Unf'd thrtr lt'le• 
visions lO a two-way (11,;cussion ol 
what to do with an ot,11-r pan ol 
t.hetr town.. .. • 

The cable TV pmgr:ur. wa~ 
broadcast only ·10-Upp<'r ,\riington 
residents. Other customers ol thP 
Columhus-arr:i systrm had their 
normal progr:im sl'll'Ction amnng 30 
channels the c:able systtm otCc·r, . 

Vitwers parlic1patt><l 1n the town 
mr.t'!lng, givin~ !heir v1rws on 
oucsuons snown on 1hr ,crrl'n hv 
pushing buttons 011 a c11 111rol n:incl 
that gcJes w,tn the c.inlr TV -~r~tem. 

Tllf.Y LET town fathrr~ knnw. 
0 xamplc, that tiO r,rr crnt of the 

t'~s wantPd " housing cndr hut 
: .. .. , on lv JS r,rr c!'nt li vrd 1n the 
Old Arli;1gton arl'.J ht'lllS d1:.sw,sN!. 

Thr htaring wa., :i JOtnt ,·<'ntur~ 
by l!pp<'r i\rhnf'tOn and War~rr 
C.2otc Corp. ·s 1 >,4•O-way cabte rv 
opnatinn in thr. C:olumnus arra. as 
a drmonstratJon of anotht'r use for 

The systt'm. hrgun in thr :1rr:1 

last l)r.cemhrr and duhllcd (.)liBE. 
allows customrrs 10 us!' :t cuntrol 
device to g1vr yrs nr no answers to 
<1uest1ons posed on thP scrPl'O. An• 
,wtrs c\rP electronically rf'corded 
and 1ahulatr.d 1n Ql JHE studios and 
re5poriscs can immrdiatrly follow 
lhe question on tht :.(·reen . 

Artmgton officials turned • 10 
QUBE aftr-r ~t'ttlni.: littlr- rrspnn~r. 
to a voluminous printrd pmposat 
for rl!vit:iiizmi; th<' olcfrr part 11/ 
town. QUBE o/fic1:ils put togrther a 
half-hnur program or inlormation 
on tnr proposal and {or l :! uavs hf'• 
forP the meettn~ showt•d it on vari• 
ous channf'ls more than 100 tlmPs. 
Thr.y estimated more th.in JO.DUO 
households vi<'wed the proi;ram. 

RON CASTELL. vie!" prP.stdPnt 
for marketing at Ql!BE. -'>,ud the 
systrm can providr virw('rs f'vrry. 
tl'ling from a,rlint scheuult:!> lu i;ro
cery price~ anc1 school lunch mt>nus. 

It also off trs J 1.2 hours daily or 
QUBl::-prnaucrd proitrams. raniting 
from man•in•the•strrl't inttrviews 
and t:ilk shows to t.1irnt conte~ts. 
With .10 cahfl' rhann1•t., tn use. 
QUHE also ntfrr,; ~1•tf-1111pmvPment 
courspc; in .~hort h.im.1, baclq;ammon, 
&Off and wr1t,11i,:. 

Cu .... tllm<'rs havP acrrss to 20 
channc•fs .is put or thr has1c serv1cr 
but :in rxtrJ chargP is lrv1rd for lhr
othtr I 0, which arc us<'O for .~urh 
things as first -run movirs or x. 
rated films. 

The Miami Herald 
Miami, FL 
July 15, 1978 
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Public has access to television 
to publicize events, programs 

Local schools, organizations :ind in
dividuals interested in publicizing eve!lts 
and progr.uns via public access televis1on 
may do so by contacting Rosemarie Wittig, 
public access television coordinator for 
Conejo Future Foundation. 

Classes in video instruction. loan of equip
ment and scheduling of technical crews tor 
taping events can ail be arranged through 
Wittig by calling 497~5-l6, ExL 27. 

Programs which will be aired over St.1rer 
Cable Televisio_rh. Channel 3, will beitin 
showmg regwariy in .May. Time schecules 
will be announced on ChciMel 8 each after• 
noon from 5 to 5:30 and between programs. 

Already earmarked for weekly time slots 
in ~fay are "Tee."I Challenge, " a program 
concerned with youth drug-related prob
lems and solutions; •·senior Survival. " 
P.ane! ,.,; SC""'SJACS concerning Jl,\1:nc1es 
~hich assist with~~5y ~nacme-flf§:n'cy 
needs:-ana"Hot St:!at Tapes,' '-prtiduc.:ed al 
M'ooi-park College, which deals with 

matena1S re!ating to different types of 
employment. Two local schools, I..indero 
Canyon School and Sequoia Intermediate 
School, produce their own programs for · 
viewing on a regular basis. 

Programs .. in the works" include Conejo 
Valley Days coverage, a children 's anima
tion program, a video prcs1mtation of the 
last JO years in The Cone jo and a disc:lSSion 
on the Cone jo Commuruty Service Clinic. 

Following is a sch~ule of community in
terest programs to be aired ne:tt week: 

• Jarvis-Gann Initiative Discussion 
featuring Dr . Wayne But:erbaugh, 
superintendent of the Conejo Valley Unified 
School District: and William New, Peoples 
Advocate spokesman. on .Monday from ~ 
p.m. in Westlake-Agoura and Tuesday from 
5-3 p.m. in Thousand Oait..s•Newbury Park; 

• ~1iss Conejo Valley pageant on Tuesday 
from 7-10 p.m. in Westlake-Agoura and 
W~nesdav from i-10 o.m. in Thousand i 
Oak.s-Newbury Park. · ! 
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1Want to Be a TV Star;?------------------
Ch. 16 Puts 

By JIU 1kGUIRE 
. , G.zeUe Rel)OrW' 
, The opportunity to actualize These and other shows com-

; your fanuisies. and. in a way, bine to bring a new universe to 
1 switch places with stars like the sc:r~ eac..!l day. Oc. dra.o
Walter Cronkite. Woody Allen. ::iel 16 it may be amateur night. 
or even the Galloping Gourmet. but many of these amateurs 
has come out of Schenectady's cannot be identified as much. 
own public television station. Broadcast out of the McClel• 
Access Channel 16. la.o Street studio. "Schenec• 

* * * tady" is the brai.ocbild of 
Every weekday at ll:30 a.m. Klomp.as. who said. it sprang 

and 7 p.m.. amateurs appear from an obvious n~ for a 
on shows they've created on a d.:ii.ly access show; one that 
p r o g r a m called "Schenee• couid draw a regular following. 
tady •" · It is the first show of its kind 

Produced by Paul Klompas. on Access TV. 
"Schenectady''. brings to~ether Surviving on the · efforts of 
a ser.es of_ f1v_e to 10-mmute volunteers. the show continues 
shows. runnmg m sequence :ind on a week-by-w~k basu with 
chan~in~ daily, that cover ev- some 20 snow hosts and a 
erything _from comedy, cancer handful of technical crewmen. 
and cooking, to interviews with D i r e c t e d by Ben Declue. 
notable locals. . . . "Schenectady" has just com• 

In collaboratlon with Bnan oleted four of 13 weeks of sc:ie
Driver. Gazette reporter Larry duled programming. Klompas 
Wnght does a wttk.ly comeay hopes that a rejuvenation oi 
sketch entitled. "How to Sur• the show at the end of the cu;• 
vive Bachelorhood." .'\ssoci:a- rent run C:l.Il be launched on a 
ed Press wnter Greg ~1cGarry more sooltisticated basis with 
hosu "Scllenecudy Profile." a the benefit of federal fllllding. 
s~s . ot mterv1ews wtth . _local With money.• which would in· 
celeon~es a~d personalities. elude salaries for a permanent 
Other efforts include a g,Jlde to technical staff Klompas would 
wine, ~ith ~tis .. Hoffman.. m~- like to extend 'the present half• 
ager or Phil ~oartit s W• hour format to a full hour. 
quor }tart: .-\rt Opportunities · A salaried st.a.ff. able to de
with Judy Harm: Art Review , vote more time to the e!!ort. is 
with_ Jane Goer: Travel w_ith . bound to produce a more pro
Mane Murr.iy; Ene?'iY Saving : fessional level of program
with Dave Guseman: Cooking J' minO' says Klomp.as. 
with John Baker: Exercise "' 
with Janet Weiks; Fishing with i 
Llrry Cuthoys; and Spom 
with Joe Slowey. 

Schenectady Gazette 
Schenectady, NY 

in .TJimelight 

The imoortance of e!fic:iency . 
became jpparent at the oui.set 
of the present run. During the 
first weeks. deicctive video 
tape wiped out three of the five 
scheduled shows. In the second 
wttk. only one ~how bit the 
proverbial dus., and Klompas 
sa;-s. it seems as though cow 
most of the bugs have been 
eli"'inated. • , 

There are some 16.000 cable 
Y.i;ion subscribers in the Scnen
ectady area. The Federal Com· 
munications Commission re
quires that any company with. 
more th.in 3.500 must provide a 
public access chaD!lei. 

Through the auspices of the 

Schenectady .~ c c e s s Cable 
Council .ind ScheRectaciy C.fbie 
V i s i o n Company, LcievtSion 
production workshops are con· 
ducted at .inte:=. ~ ior interest• 
ed residents. A special. three
hour coursP. is included on lhe 
operation oi video equipment. 

Althou~h "Schene<:ud;-" has 
all the people it c.eeds for the 
present run. Klompas has en· 

. c o u r a g e d residents to get 
geared up for the next c;cle. 

Stop living v1canously and 'be 
a star! 



By JO GRIFFIN 
Ciuz.11 PaU-IOl TV Wnwr 

Community oriented progr::im
ming on cable television is return
ing to Jackson:--·--· . 

Project Video, a CET A-funded 
progr::im working through the 
Jackson County Intermedi.ite 
School "Distnct, will ::iir its first 
series Feb. 6 through Feb. 13 on 
ch:mncl 8 (Continent.ii C.:ible) and 
ch::innel 10 (Summit Leoni Cable). 

Roben: Hollis, progr.im director.
and assist.int Diane M:iddock said 
the program has two objectives: 
To provide the community with 
educ::ition.il progr:ims ::ind to ::is-. 
sist community non-profit groups 
gain time on cable television. 

"Project Video is working hard 
to retain the cre::itive video legacy 
th::it Nancy ·Howser and the late 
Kim Be::iman initi.:itcd thre~ years 
ago on c::ible television in Jackson 
and Hillsdale," said Hollis. . 

The first program will be an in
de;>th interview series on "Child 
Find," a speci::il project sponsored 

Jackson Ci~izen Pat=iot 
Jackson, MI 
February ::,, 1978 

by the intermediate school dis
trict. lt is ge:.ired to heip chiidren. 
mainly those from birth to 5 ye:.irs 
old who have he::iring, speech, 
visual, menc.a.J or emotional hand
ic::ips. 

Interviewed by - Connie Miller, 
· speech p::ithologist. a ·p::inel of 
Jackson area doctors. social 
workers. speci::il educ::ition teach
ers and parents of handicapped 
children will discuss the speci::il 
child. 

They will t:ike a close look :it 
the meaning of Child Find Week, 
speci:il educ::ition, parenting ::ind 
te::ic.~ing the handic:.ipp:::d. It will 
be on ch:innel S (Continent.:il C.i
ble) at 1:JO p.m. (repe:.it~d :it S 
p.m.) Mond::iy, Tuesday, Thurs
d.:iy :ind Frid::iy. It will be shown 
on ch::innel 10 (Summit-Lt.:oni C.:.1-
ble) .:it 11 :i..m. Mond:iy through 
Friday (repeated .:it 1:30 and S 
p.m.). 

Video ser.-ices provided by the 
Media Services Ct.:ntcr of Jackson 
Are:i C;ircer Center give students 
experience in their chosen field. 



OIL CITY · Two m:i1or 
ch:inges :ire scheduled (or 
subscribers. to . the loc:il 
television cibl(_.?.::·~t.C_l!\_.ac
cording to omci:ils oi S:irr.r::ons 
Communic:itions System . 
Nenner of the cn .. niaes mvolv~s 
the recentlty :inn~~nced mon- i 
thly r:ite tncre:i:.;e. it w:is : 
st.:aed. 

Beginning next ~!ond:iy. live 
progr:ims will be ,med :is l1>c:1l 
television progr::imming ocgins 
here. 

The second ch:inge :iccording 
to S.immons. will be pay TV, 
with ov~r I:! fc:iture iilms oemg 
o!!cred e.-ch month vi:i the 
c:ible system. This ch:;nge is 
t!xpected to be made someume 
e.:irly next spring. 

The loc.:il shows will be 
televised one h"ur e:ich evenm11: 
irom 8 to~ o'cloc.i< and will pre
empt NBC progr:immmg over 
WIIC. Channel 11 out of Pit.s- . 
burgh. It w.is noted th:lt two 
other :--:BC c:h::inne!s, WICU in 

Erie .:ind WF:\tJ in Youngstown 
air the s::ime programs which 
would .:ippe:ir over WiIC. The 
Pittsburgh st.:iuon will not be , 
elimin:lled from the}oc::il c::ible. j 

The local st:iuon ww De I 
known :is 11 Oil City. j 

Jeff Sterling, Venango . 
County's public :iccess . 
teJcv1s1on· coord1n.:itor st.:itcd . 
lhJt shows produced l1>c:illy will : 
!:ill under the rc:i!m o{ public t 
access telcv1s1on. He s:11d th:it i 
the obJecl of this form of ' 
progr:immmg ls public use o/ :i i 
st:ition on which :ict!vities of \ 
local interest c.:in be telec:ist. , 

I 

Ne'.vS Herald 
F!:'an.1<lin, PA 
February 3, 1978 

Sammons' only. responsibility 
under FCC regul.:iuons is to 
provide a c.'1:innel :ind facilities 
tor tr:insmilling t.:iped 
progr:ims. S.:immons al.so is 
providing · c.:mer:is. re!:ited 
~uipmt:nt . .ind a studio wnere 
some loc:il prognms m:iy be 
taped. ; 

Sterling s.iid th.:it S.:imrnons is ; 
not to be responsible for the I 
actual production of any 
progr.:ms. lnste:id. the local , 
snows will be proouced Ul~ugn ; 
Vcn:ingo Video, a new group ; 
seeking to promote public :ic
cess television in the county . 

A number of student volun
tee!'S for Ven:ing') Video :ilong 
with Sterling will prO\'lde 
ass1st.:ir.ce to individuals or 
org:1n1z:itions intert:sted In 
putting together a television 
progr:im. 

Sterling s:iid th.lt there will be 
three Oil City High School 
students. three rrom Ven:ingo 
Christi:in :ind one from Cr:i.'l• I 
berry helping with the I 
production :ind te!ec~ing iJI 
the loc:il progr.ims. 

Ven::ingo Video director 
Sterling said lh:it two of the iive 
shows to be telec:i.st ne:i:t w~k : 
will be produced speci!ic::llv ior ! 

,· 
the .ire.:i audience. Thei 
Chamber of Commerce will : 
produi:c J h:ilf-hour show en• , 
titled ''Ch:imbcr Upd.:ite" in 
which P:iul Gr:idwell , executive 
vice president of the C of C wtll i 
Interview ch:imbe:- repre:sen- • 
t:ilives :ind loc:il oifici.:ils . The . 
rem:uning JO minutes- will be 
arr:in~ed by Youth Alter
natives. 

The remaining thr~ half
hour progr:ims will be of · in
terest to residents elsewhere, 
and tte shows are currently 
be:ng :elec:ist over Commu:uty 
6 sc=rving fr:inklin. These 
shows include: "Out and 
About." a t.llk show. ··?mne , 
Times." produced by L'1e Area 
agency on Aging, and .. ~,lor
ning Glory ," a show put 
together by the Ven.:ingo County 
Agriculture Extension oifice. 

S.:1mmons p!:ir.s to h.ive p:iy 
TV in operation here prior to 
:-Ofay. Fr:mk Drelick. manager 
of the loc:il S.:immons oi!ice said 
th:lt his firm is aodmg the 
service to :i number of its c:ible 
systems throughout the 
c:iuntry . The ·ser,1ce will be 
made a,·:11!.1ble th:-ougn .Show 
Time. a iim. wn1ch prondes 
p.:ir teievision in the U.S. 

An adjustment in the loc:.J 
Sammons equipment will be 
made in order to accommod.:ite 
p:iy tcl~vis1on. Customl!rs In
terested m subscribing to the 
service would have to h:ive J 

converter att:iched to their TV 
set. This c:h::inge will not be 
m:ind.:itory to present suo
scnbers. The cost o( inst:iJling 
the converters has not been 
~t.lblished, Drelick said. 
· The !ilms to be ~hewn over 
the p.:1y TV system would be 
:iired ~ever:iJ time:; curing :i 
month, bc:ng ;it:iccd in sevcr:il 
time slots to :illow :ill viewers 
an oooortumty to view :he 
shows. · z 
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Bernie to T e~ecast Lo-co~ 
0 C ~ ~ -\✓ 0 • • .~ • ! , n ao1e ; oeg~ nn l ng Aprs i i 

When the FCC authorized the first 
commercial TV beginning on July l, 
1941, it might be safe to assume that 
many Bernie citizens were skeptical of 
~ven the possibility oi having a televi
sion set in their home. A suggestion by 
someone that Bernie might have their 
own channel could have been more ab
surd then ... but not today. 

After many years of development in 
lhe television broadc.isting med.iwn, 
pnmarily used ior sending visual im
pressions of reality through space and 
with the expansion oi cable TV or CATV 
(community antenna television) since 
1950, Bernie will air its first community 
program April l, 1978. 

: .. -layer R. 8. Woods Jr. said that when 
the City Council first began to discuss 
the possibility of contracting with a 
cable TV company, H. C. Newingham 
and Luther .Mc.Dowell quickly gr:isped 
the ide:i ~nd talked with several com
panies. "We (the City Councill dis
cussed installation oi a c:ible TV with 
~Hdwest Video, Inc., Delta Cable Tele• 
vision :ind Cotton Hi!J Cablevision, 
lncorpor::tted. After consider:i.ble re
search .ind listening to each of the com
panies' representatives, the equipment 
committee decided to go with Delta 
C.:ible. With this recommend::ttion. the 
council vott.-d to .icceot Delta.'' he said. 

Cl!Allt:'11,\N OF TilE C0!\11\lITTEE, 
H.C. Newingham, s.iid, "We decided to 
~o with Dclt.:i bec:iuse they offered to 
.:i:;sist us with installini,: the equipment 
necess.iry for Ch.innel 2 .ind even pro
vided some uf the costly equipment. 
Steve Bell, owner 01 the Delt.:i C.:ible, 
h.is even built some of the switching 
eqwpment for the city . Beil has taken a 
gre.:it de:il of his time to show our 
t.Jro.idc::tster .ind c.:imcram.:in the 
prup~r us.:ige of video and this we h:ive 
;;ppreci.:ited." 

by [?avid Black 

Newingham said Jack .McGowan and 
W.:iyne Waltrip will be working as !'-,la
ster of Ceremonies and camer:i.man re
spectively. McGowan and Waltrip will 
be newcomers to the visuai field. but 
both have faced the oroblems oi learn
ing a new media with patience .ind de
termination. 

McGowan said, "This will be my first 
experience as a bro;:;.dcaster. but l have 
had some speech classes while in col
lege and that should help. We started 
working with Steve Bell during the fall • 
oi 1977 while taping a volleyball match 
in .the school. It has been exciting from 
the first day and we are looking for
ward to our air time in Aoril. We still 
h.ive a lot to le::trn. too." \Valtrip added 
th::tt this is his first exoerience .is .i 
camer::tman and credited Bell with his 
accomplishments behind the Sony 
camera. 

The s},iopsis discussed fnr progr:im
ming has all been on a local level cover
ing news, weather. civic clubs, soorts 
and church events. The committee 
hopes to h:i.ve as much school involve
ment :is possible. 

"IEWlNGllA;\I IS P:\fiTICULARLY 
interested in programming for c.:hurch 
.ictivities and local gospel singe?':$ from 
the surrounding cities. ·· All we :isk is 
for them to give us notice as soon as 
possible :ind we'll be happy to give gos
pel groups air time. Qu:.rtcts c:in call 
the Bernie police station. 2934454 or 
29342!!5," he said. ll~ ad~cd th:it :i ro
t.:iting of church programs will come 
under the suggestion oi the n~rnie 
:V1inistcri:il Alli::tncu. "I would im:1cme 
it will be on :i volunt:iry rot:i.ting sche
dule," said Newin[!h::tm . 

The city now lias- a Sony color te!t:?•:i
siun camer:i., two recorders. color 
monitor, switching equipment :ind 

various other essentials. all amounting 
to about a Sl0.000 investment. 

:\1.ayor Woods said the proposed air 
time is approximately from 6:30 a.m. to 
i: ::o a.m. and the broadc:ist will be live 
in the mor:iing and taped replays ior 
the weekends or afternoons. :\lost pro
gr:ims will be run about ,5 minutes. 

Also. the committee has e~phasize<i 
what they call an important concept 
and that is educational pur?()ses within 
the school system. :.\lcGowan s:i.id. 
"Toe Bernie journalism class is parti• 
cipating with the committee .ind it is 
hoped th.it eventually that the school 
will own some equipment." 

O!\'E PR0:\11S1;"-;G ASPECT of Cian
nel 2 will be the community's c::tp::tbility 
of informing citizens of storr:1 warning 
or civil de£ense use. ·•With this equip
ment, we plan to broadcast live du.:-ing 
severe storms and keep the people in· 
formed oi the l.itest developm'!ntS dur
ing all disasters affecting Be:-nie." s::.id 
Newingh.im. 

-~ part oi ~heir on-the-job tr:iining, 
the Ch::tnnel 2 "c:-ew" h.is t:ioed a two
hour program during :i d:inc~ for senior 
ci:izens, t:iped the Bernie Citizen 's Ad· 
visory Committee me~ting, -inte:."• 
viewed the '.\1::i.yor :ind members of t!1e 
Bernie civil defense dep~ment. 

\\lien not using the ch::tnnel to air sp~
cific progr:ims, weather conditions and 
music will be shown continuously. 

'.\fombers oi the equipment commic
t~ are H. C. Newingh:i.m. Neal Betsch, 
!{l!verend Kent Atkinson, :'ilrs. Reba 
Sides ond Jock '.\kGowan. 

T~c t>0ss1bilitics inherent in cable TV 
h:lve lud some v1sionories to predict a 
future in which all .~'11ericuns will rc
cei ve television by c:i.ble. with the .:11r 
w:.1 vcs !cit free for r:idi~ broadc:i.stir:g 
and land mobile units. 
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71 • • a teievision star? 

By PETE TITTL 
Daily New. alaif wnter 

BELOIT - Did you say you always wanted to be a TV 
star? Do you think some problem needs public attention 
and you 'd like to be the Waiter Cronkite of Beloit? Or 
maybe your group just needs publicity for an upcoming 
event. 

There 's an opportunity for Stateline area residents to 
use an open forum procedure called Public Access. This 
service is provided by Beloit Cable TV and the City of 
Beloit to comply with federal regulations governing 
cable companies. Anyone can broadcast their own 
television production. However. so far few people have 
put themselves on channel 2. 
·"More people would prob.ibly use this service if they 

knew about it." said ~ls. Peggy Bredeson. a member oi 
the Beloit Cable Advisory Commission ... In some cities. 
the demand for public access is so high they run it all 
day . In Be!oit,.there isn 't even a regularly scheduled 
time for the broadc:ists. 

"There really hasn ' t been much deroand for it so far ." 
Brad Dobbs. an oificial at Beloit Ca-ble TV . said. "Right 
now. we run the access broadc-astsafterour regul:lr 
programming such as the news.'' 

Dobbs said the comµany has a 10-day waiting period 
after an application is filled out. The company is not 
a-!lowed to censor the broadcasts. but it must also make 
sure legally prohibited material is not broadcast. 

There are two ways citizens c:in use public :iccess: l. 
go to the cable office and let them film you in the studio. 
or 2. l produce the program yourself using the port:ible 
c:imera and videotape machine owned by the city. 

If you let the cable company produce the broadcast. 
you get the first five minutes free. but must pay S50 per 
hour after that. 

If a person wants to produce their own program. there 
is no time restriction. Any Beloit adult can borrow the 
equq.Jment. which 1s stored at the library . :V!s. Bredeson 
can ::-:iin the person to operate the equipment in J iew 
minutes . and the equipment is toaned for a three-day 
p~nod. 

"This can be used for church pageants or a play 
somebody wants to bFoadcast, or maybe they want to 
bring public attention to some problem in the com
munity , like a pothole. Obviously . they c.in 't bring this 
down to the studio. but thev can film it themselves. " 

Ms. Bredeson said there are no facilities for editing, 
so planning is necessary. 

If the grouµ or individual wonts to k~;., a copy of the 
tape. they have to hove to buy a re;.,lacement tape for 
about Sl4. 

There are only four restrictions on what may or may 
not be put on the 01r : l. 1 no obscene or indecent 
material. 2. , no lottenes or contests. 3.) no adve!"tising 
for commerci:il ;m:iaucts or services . and t, no ap
pearances by µublic!y :innounced candid.ices for govern
ment offices. 

So if you ' re a musician. and would like to show your 
talent to the community, :i philosopher who would like 
to explain the problems oi the world. or just a common 
man who would like to e:-cpress his views on social and 
political issues. here· s you chance. 

And who knows? H.irrv ReJsoner is rumored to be 
leJving :\3C. This could ·be your big break. 
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Broadcasts PreITI.ier March 22 
Three Cheers---_.:.-- a major break-
chrough in our 

area's broadcast po~ential is 
in the o=!ing! Regularly sche
duled local access progran,.ming 
through T:iE C!':'IZE.~ AND TSE 

CABLE is slated to begin Wed
nesday, March 22. And, with 
the cooperation of Indiana 
Cablevision, the majority of 
these weekly broadcasts will 
be repeated en Saturcay of 
:he same week at 2:00 p.m. 

Premiere prograr.is for ~he ac
cess broacca.sts will be: 
3/22 6:00 p.m. 

"3ocy ~ai:i:enance - An Own
.er's Manual" and "How to 
Talk to Your Children About 
Health" 

Repeat broadcast on 3/25, 
2:00 p.m. 

3/29 6:00 p.:n. 
"Speak-ou1: on Wc::ien and 
:'inance" 

Repeat broadcast on 4 / l, 
2;00 p.~. 

These weekly broaccas1:s of 
local access ?=ogramming re
present a small but i:nportant 
step to full utilization of 
the access channel. 

Several mer:-.be.::so: THE CITI
ZEN AND CAEU'S Task Fcrce 
should =e recognized :or 
:heir i~volvement wi:j the 
Froject. ~=- ~ober: ~aven, 
~r. Harry Kevorkian. ~rs. 
?eggy Carberry, Mr. ~u;~ War
:::en and c-trs. Nancy Kc::-..".'!ers 
are developing s1:rateg~es 
for increased awareness of 
access programming. Cne of 
the planned projects is to 

all. c:.!r:::en:. 
su~scri~ers aler:
ing them :o the U?comi~g ac
cess programs. 

[W 
u 



"NEvVSROOM 3" 
Project of S.B. Students 

Junior-high s~ucients in the 
South Eend area are "viewing" 
television a little diffe
rently this Spring -- from 
in front of the camera rather 
than in front of their home 
sets. CABLE NEWSROOM 3 • .. ill 

. , . f proviae an opportunity or 
middle-school students to 
completely write and ?reduce 
their own news progr~~ for 
broadcast on the public access 
channel of the local cable 
cor.ipany. 

T:ie N"EWS~OOM 3 se!'"ies is being 
jointly sponsored by Indiana 
Ca.blevision and "The Citizen 
and the Cable". Lee Turza, 
?reject coordinator for "The 
2i tizen and the Cable," noted 
that "this is an excellent 
~ay to initiate the educacio
:1.=..:. co::unu:-.i ,:y into !he uses 
c: access ?rograrr.rning. ~he 
~roject ?rovides a real 
:earn~~~ experience for the 
s:ucents on several levels 
career orientation and jour
~alis::1 for exar.tple -- as well 
as demonstrating co the 
aoinistrators the potentials 
:or local access programming." 

~~e students seem genuinely 
excited by the opportunity 
to put together in news format 
:he events and interests of 
:hei: lives. Sports celebri
:i~s have ac~rac~ed ~he ~est 
a::ention of the student news
=as:ers. One school has 
cc~:acted such ?erscnalities 
as Joe ~ontana a~d Ken McA::ee ,,,.......... -~= ~lotre Da.rne football fame 
:o appear in i~terviews :or 
their program; another was 
hoping for a commi~~ent :ram 
ce~tain rnembe=s of the Chicago 
Cubs. Each middle school 
involved in the project will 

be responsible :or the cowplete 
production of a half-hour 
news prog=am. Students will 
fill all staff positions 
utilized in any actual news 
broadcast except for the 
technical and engineering 
functions where they will 
assist regula= cable produc
tion st:.aff. 

The actual taping of the 
programs is scheduled to 
begin in February of 1978 and 
will be at the st:.udios of 
Indiana Cablevision. Lee Ann 
?enny, Public Relations direc
ter of Indiana Cablevision,has 
assured t..'"le project t:1e full 
support of the cable company: 
" ... broadcasts of CABLE NEWS
ROOM 3 will be aired at least 
twice on the public access 
channel. Those schools not 
receiving the cable si~nal 
will have ava~lable a video
tape for use with the s~ud
ents, teachers or parent:.s." 

Other facets of c.;su NEWS
ROOM 3 project include vis
its by Ms. Turza and Ms. Pen
ny to each of the classrooms 
before the actual product:.ion 
of the programs begin. "These 
visits give us a chance to 
explain to the kids the na
ture of cable broadcasting and 
the bcnefi~s that the cable 
access channel can be to our 
community" explained Ms. Tur
za. "We have :ound that the 
students grasp the possibili
ties of community television 
more rapidly than some adults 
we have talked with -- they 
have given us some very c=e
ative ideas to work with in 
the NEWSROOM 3 programs and 
for future programs." 

Weekly Reli~ious 
Series From '"Clay U 
Members of •t~e Clay Unit= ~ 
Mechodist Church i~ Sou~h 
3end are developi~g week~ : 
fifteen-mi~uce access ?roe 
as a means of f~rchering : 
religious education. The 
series, "Corr.:nuni!y Church 
Concerns" was conceived a: 
direct result o: a region, 
workshop for !·1ethodist:. la: 
workers on the ?Otential c 
public ac=ess cablecas~i~c 
presented by Dr. Eileen T 
Bender, "The Citizen ar.d ~ 

Cable" project di.:-ector. 

Mrs. Dorothy Montague, se1 
as producer for ~~e se=~e~ 
has been able to recr-~i:. 
;reduction crew members f: 
the Clay congregatio~. r.c 
che programs is Reve.::-end 
~-?illiar.i I~ble:-, ?CSto.=- a= 
Clay United Methodist. 

~eatured. The i~icial :.o; 
"?.c.re Religious 3ook.s" wi.l 
be produced at !USE, ucili 
zing an interview :or.nae. 
Fu~ure progr~~s. 3nd espe
cially t:1ose dealing with 
local ch~rc:1 architecc~re, 
will em;loy por~able capin 
e~uipment :or on-location 
coverage. Program areas 
under consideration :or 
development include medi
cine and relig~on, jail 
c~~plaincies, nursing home 
~ini.st=y, juvenile justice 
r.eighbcrhood centers ar.d 
:.he c:1urch. 

~rs. Montague emphasizes 
t:1at partici?ation in 
"Corr.muni!y C!"lurc!:1 Concerns 
is extended to any church 
denomination in the area. 
Please call her for furthe : 
infer.nation at ph. 27~-445 t 



Your o_rganizat.ion has a great idea for a cable access ?rog-:-:un. 
happens nexc - where do you go and what can you expect. :or che 
and cime your group ~ill invest.? We ofier the :ollowi~g guide 
tion ac Indiana Cabl~vision in Sout.h Bend as a ready reference 

Air '!'ime: 

:'ine, l:::uc what 
valuable dollars 
to access ~roduc
co these ~uesc.icns. 

The air t~~e for your public access program is available ac no cosc c~rough 
federal mandace .. ~d the Federal Co~.munications Co~.rnission has also guaranteed 
thac all cable scacions of relatively large size (over 3,500 subscribers) muse 
maint:ain available facilicies .for th~ airing of public access programming. Thus, 
if your program has already been produced and is in the correc't format: - 3/4" 
videocasset:te - you will probably have lice.le problem in scheduling it for 
i?:tinediat:e broadcast. on Cable Channel 3. This schedulinc is the resoonsibilitv 
of che program direccor ac Indiana Cablevision. · · · 

?:-oduccion: 
To address che probl~~ masc of us share - a ~reat idea buc no available e~uip
rnenc or :acilicies co cransform t!.at: idea into t.he reality of a complet:ed 
~rogram - c~ree solucicns should be inves~iga::ed: 

l. ?roduc::ion o: you: program ac the scudios of !:-:diana Cablevision, 
315 E. ?e!'lnsylvania,wic.h yo~ crew. - The :inancial cost co you in 
~his instance is a scudio facilit:ies charqe. We nusc make clear chac 
!:-:diana Cablevision is currencly in c:1e process 9£ a :-ate rescruc::-.!re 
and the followi!'lg charges are subjec:: co change. '!'he :allowing rates 
are those in ef:ec~ ac- the time of this print:ing: 

-fi:s~ fi:~een minu~es 
-additional :.ifteer. minutes 
-~dd.iticr.al chir::y ninuces 
-additional :orcy-five minutes 
-additional sixty minutes 

no c:iarc;ie 
$10.00 
15.00 
20.00 
25.00 

?rodu~~ion exceeCs t~e ini~~al fi:~een mi~uces, the 
is S10. ·J0 :or any addicio:1al use of st::..cio :acili-:ies. 

2. Using both scudio and crew fro~ Indiana Cablevision is of course 
more costly but is relatively inex?ensive considering you will have 
an hour's wor-:h of finished programming ready for broadcast. when you 
have finished. 

St~dio ti~e for forty-five minutes 
One-hour (minimum) crew charge 

$20.00 
25. 00 
45.00 

Again, t!iese rates are subject to change ~i::hout advance not.ice. 

~. ?roducc.ion through "Ci t:izen and Cable" 
':'!"le sea:: of "':'he Cit.izen and '!'he Cable" gladly of:ers our resources 
co assist you in both the planning and production scages. Our prcduc::io~ 
.l.S dc:ie .in cooperation wi-:.:1 IUS3 's .;ucio/ 'lisual de:')ar~"'!ler:t using ::..:o blacx 
and ~hite cz.~eras. The facilities are li~i::ed ~u~ i~clude all equi~menc 
necessary for a studio produce.ion. In addi~ion co working with you 
individually - \.Je of:er workshors in c:.f:erent cechr.ical areas. "':'~e C:.~.i=en 
and The Cable" c~n help with distribucion of your progr.;lltl - scacewide or 
even nat.ionally. Please call us at the phone lisced or. the fror.cpage :or 
inforT:lat::.on on these services. 



SPE---~K-OUTS '' Taped 

T~e South Senc Com.~ission on 
cje Status of Women is expand
ing its voice - anc probably 
i-=s influence :.n :-ii::hiana area
by utilizing "THE C!T!ZEN AND 
THE c.;su:" viceo-tape cover
age of their "S!?eak-Out" ~ 
~-
"Speak-Out . On Finance," the 
:irsc of the series ta?ed Sat
~rday, February 16 at the Sou
t:i aend YWCA,included exarnin
a:ions o: how social securi-:y, 
pension plans anc tax laws af
:ect wor:ien. 

Selec~ed po~~~ons oi chis r-~c
grarn ~i-1 air en cable channel 
J of Indiana Cablevision en 
~arch 29, 6:00 p.m., wich a 

~obable repeat ac 2 p.~ . 
. aturday, Aprill. 

':'he objec-:ive of the "Spcak
Out" p::-ogrwns is to ;,rovide 
a monthly for~~ for open 
tisc~ssicn of concemporary 
~omen's issues. ~he i~?ac-: 
cf these public meeci~gs can 
no~ extend beyond che 
:~~ediate audience abl: co 
a:cend the "Speak -C•ucs" ar.d 
encompass all of ln:iana 
Cablevision's 30,000 subsc=i
bers. 

ACCESS i..~ el& i..t!J VeJtLj ;~,{_/l~/t 

~o -the. F.i/ ... ~.t Ame.rtdme.n.t ,ugh,t 
on -!>pe.e.ch. I ..d1-<..rtfz. tha.-t' ~ why 
,'='to ple -<..d e,n,:t,i.. 6 LJ .~t Lt ·!> o 
!>.t-'tongty c.rui. ba.,.!l-{.Cai..ly 6e.e.l 
,:::Jt~ -<..t' ,!> a. a o od -<..d..e.t1.. Ev e.n 
.Cwu.gh .they ;.igltt no,t be. able 
.::.o .ta.lk. a.bou.-t hew -<..t wcui.d be. 

'Pte.me,n.te.d 01t. wha.t ;_,e, wou.2.d 
_::.· o~ .u.k.e., ;__t' ,!> .!>omc..th.,utg we. 
~ v P • d .. 
"'-<.,,_ a.g.'te.e. .(_ . .!) a. 900 -<...:~. 

D-0te.c..to1t. 
' 

&U Koe.,u.g, 
V-<..de.o Ac.u.c•n Ce>U:e.-"t 

Colu.mbu.!> , I nd.u.na. 

PRODUCTIOtTS 
So. Bend Possib 7 e Site For 
Regional Cable Conference 
T!::E C!T!ZEN AND T:!E C?.ELi:: is ::-.aking t~n-:at..:.ve ?lans ::o r.cst. a 
regional meeting of NFLC? - the National Federacion of Lc=al 
Cable Programmers-at IUS3 during :une of chis year. Tte ~~w
ly-for:ned Federation is composed mainly of access prograr~ers 
and producers from across the count.::-y. One of the main objec
tives of the group is to engage in advocacy effcrt.s for :c==s ~ 
broadcasting on local, state and ~acional levels. 

I 

The Michiana area falls into the mid-central region which is 
being coordinated by Don Smith, access prod~cer for Cable c~a: 
nel Seven, 3loomington, Indiana. C~annel Seven is an adjunc-: 
of the Monroe County Public Library. (Many o: our ::::eaders 
will probably reme~ber Don from his ~~rt i ci;at.icn in las, 
year's "Sc:.oolcast.ers and Book·,1a cc:-ie.:-s" C:inf2:::ence: :.n S a, • .1 -:.r'. 

The prospect of this regional ccn:erence offers exciti~~ pos
sibilities for access brcadcast:inq in our own area. We wil.: 
be able to benefit frcm the first-hand experience of these 
veteran cable casters and hopefully scimulace our own co:r.r:iu~i
ty gr·oups to increased ac~iv.:. t::y in access prcgram:r.in<;. 

TEST 
Public 

S ~ ~ : 
P_AJTERN Ii~ I '/fC: 
Access Potnourri 1 ..... -~ ,...__ ! - ,.___ --·-.. ··---~ 

Visual ~iteracy Conference 
orisinally planned :er ~~ri~ 
has been ::-e-scheduled fo'!' ::~ \'. 

Ms. Cat~y Enlow from Lincoln 
Nebraska has been named ca 
the position of Video Li~ra
rian for the Mishawaka ?ublic 
Library. Cathy is in the 
process of ordering equip
ment, calking with Mishawaka 
groups and ::o~ulacing policy 
for MFL's video project:. 
Cathy ~ill also serve on TH! 
CITI:3!:~( .:..im c;,,EL! -:-.:..SK :C?.C!. 

?lans are being readied :c::- an 
in-service day on viieo fo::
area litrarians. M'!'. ~ugh 
War.:-k~ from t~e South Send 
Public Library has indica-
ted chat the Clay Li~rary 
3ranc!1 would be an excellent 
location for chis wo::-kshop 
as they are expec-:ing comple
tion of their cable hook-ups 

December ·#orkshcp in "P!'.:nc:. 
:,les of Video ?roduc~ion" , .. .-a -' 
an unqualified suc::ess. Cve: 
sixty participants shared c~" 
lenges and successes of ?ro
duc-:ion with area resources. 
Thanks ex~ended co ~ask :ore~ 
~emheri ~~- 2rnie 3uck and 
:-: , . ,_: , .ne DesRosiers for 
coordinating this conference. 

__,J_ 

T 

I THE CITIZEN ANO THE CABLE 

DIVISION OF CONTINUING EOUC..l. TION 

E,lttn 6C"ndtr · ?rOtC'CI 01fte!OI 

L.tt T uua Pro1ec1 C.;..ird1 11<1t•J• 



Star & He !'ald 
Dwight, Ii.. 
January 26, 1978 

Trustees Approve 
Cable 0 T-V Storm Vo/ arning 
After a long negotiating 

period the village board of 
trustees entered into a con
tract with Sammons Com
munications to set up a storm 

· warning system over Dwight's 
TV cable.system. 

The action took place at the 
regular council meeting Mon
day night. Cost to the village, 
a one-time expense, will be 
$4,515. Complete details of 
how the system will be set up 

. will be announced later. 

Purpose of the system is to 
give local residents a warning 
of impending storms via the 
television set. Such systems 
are used in other cities and 
villages and are considered 
quite successful. 

It was pointed out that the 
village is continuing to work 
toward installing a better siren 
system so residents will have c1 

"doubie-ed~" warning of 
approaching bad weather. 

UPDATE: 

The system was energized in April. 
By dialing a special telephone number, 
the emergency automatic alert system 
can be tripped at several possible 
government locations: fire stations, 
U.S. weather Bureau, civil defense offices. 
This telephone number blanks all the 
channels on the cable system and giv8s 
an audio message of approaching severe 
weather. 



0 • ~emors 

Reporter 
Castro Valley, CA 
February 23, 1978 

' ,.. • ' • 1 . • -.-!"'l ~ ; 11rst-1n-tne- natiuJ.1 

8y ·vlRC!t41A DEGNER 
Castro \'allev ·s cable telt-\1\Sion station. 

under the direction of the Castro Valley 
Adult School. can boast of a ••first-in-the 
nation" tele\is1on show. by and for senior 
citizens. 

The one-hour show is called "Caring ·· and 
focuses its programming on the oider adult. 
The format is. a magazine style. with a 
segment 3llnttt'd tu social service iniorma
llon and referral. 

An avera!?P program consists of an in
terview. insp1rat1011. information and refer
ral. and an entertainment secuon feo1turing 
local talent. 

The "Caring" show ori!?inated in Hayward 
over channel 3 of the cable svstem. It. is now 
part of a local workshop diret.'\ed by Ed 
B,nhurst and Joanne Thomas. Ca.stm Vallev 
Adult School television teacher. · 

Ms. Thomas and Bathurst have been work
ing tOf?ether since l9i3 in recreation pnr 
grams ac local com·ait.·sct'nt hospitals. The 
two fnencs expenmented. using telf'\I\Sion to 
help develop self -esu,em in patients. 

Tht-\· disco,·en•d the s,.-n1ors sat straighter 
and par:1c:1pc1ted in the !?rnup activ1t1es more 
:iltn 3n'?n!? themselves on \1deo tape. 

That scant-d ~ls Thomas and Bathurst 
thinking oi using tele\1smn to build self 
confidence in thr older :idults "ith a show of 
their O'n11 . The d~1re grew. ano finally a 
break came. 

"F'in;Jh·. cable channel 3 in Havward 
called us· to *e if wed be intert'Sied in 
puttrng a snnw tngPther We were told we 
\1, iuld ha,·t· to find n11r ov.-n crew That reallv 
challenl!ed us '·· H.m,urst said. · 

.. \h · ad 1,•nist'd in thr paper and got 20 
penpie tn c·<',rne and take training with the 

tecr.mc2l engineer of channel l. Da~ 
Lezynski. 11-..at group now forms the core of 
the ··canng show. New people are a1war5 
welcome to join the woricsnop. ol c:ourse. ·· 
B:ithurst said. 

The "Caring .. crew nm lhe camera. act as 
floor director . program coordinaw. hOSl the 
internewi;. give the inspirational t.aiks and 
keeo ar. updated infonnation and reierral 
spot. 

Some of the performing t.ilent has been 
seniors in their llis and 905. 

The .. plus" for the "Caring'" crew ha3 
been the oppor1unity for special e!fe<:tS and 
practice time that they fi:el v.ill really 
improve the quality of ~ :i."low. 

Ms. Thomas emphasized that anyone SO or 
older may join the two morning production 
sessions. 

"The show is produced bv seniors for 
seniors . We would like to in~te J)eO!)le to 
rn1t us as guestS on Th~y momin~ 
from 9 a.m. lO noon or }Oin the Tuesday 
wo,Ksnop from 9 to noon. and learn. along 
w1: :1 aw::,liy producing a show ... Ms. Bath
urst said. 

Regular membe~ of the wo~ include 
~uL;h and Georgia Douglas. Fay Foy. Jacque 
Kilev. Bob Ry.an. Ross Star. Hilton Kessler. 
Fred Allen Kay. Paul B1.ake. Barbara Dav. 
Jerry \areacci. Hugh Dougi.as. and C'.aire 
Allison. 

..Caring.. show pla~·baclt times over 
Castro \'alley channel 48 a.re Thursday. noon 
to I p.m .. and 6 to 7 p.m .. and oo 'I'uesd.iy. 
from 6 to i p.m. 

"Caring" can also be seen in Hayward . 
San Leandro and San LQrenzo over channel 
3 nn Fndays. from 8:30 to 9:)) p.m. , 



(Readi'ng senior citizens 
?e thenisel-ves on TV 

By GREGORY JAYNES 
<>tm N. Y. Times News Se!"Ytce 

I READlNG, Pa. - ~o one is out 
because it is so hot. Gauzy heat hangs 
at knee level on the streetS. Children 
are in their homes watching cartoons 
- Magilla Gorilla, that sort of thing. 
Old people are in their homes, or in 
their nursing homes, watcb.ing other 
old people on their television screens. 

In a taped program on- Channel 3 in 
Reading, an old man is interviewing 
the meat manager of a Shoprite store. 
"This week," the meat manager says 
"we have chicken livers on sale for 79 
cents a pound." 

"Chicken livers,' says the old man. 
"contain a lot of iron. That's very good 
for senior citizens." 

Now the old man talks of fresh fruit 
and produce, and the camera takes a 
lovmg look at cabbages and kale. Next 
he will speak of bread, eggs and pasrry. 

All this is part of a small. noble 
experimrnt that began in January 1976, 
when New York University, with a Sl.2 
~n gr<1nt from the National Sei
l. Founoation, sel~~d Reading as 
tht: site for twerway cabie television for 
the elderly. --

READll"4G, WHlCH SOME locals call 
"the St. Petersburg of the North," was 
selected 'bec.iuse 16 percent of its 88 ,000 
residents are over the age of 65. And 
until March 1977, four hours a day , five 
days a week, the old people here took to 
the air , ipterviewing the area's direc
tor of Sotial SecurJTv. the m.::iyor. town 
councilmen, county commLSsioners, 
every bureaucrat who in some way 
touched their lives. 

Then the money ran out and NYU 
pulled out, graciously leavmg behind 
S80,000 worth of equipment for the 
token fee of a doUar. Toe equipment 
was turned over to the elderly, who 
formed a board of directors and a non
profit corporation called Serles Com
munity Television, and so the broad
casts go on. 

Inmally, money w~ so scarce the 
board met every two weeks to decide 
whether to continue broadcasting 
through another pay period. Now the 
board meets only oact! a month to con• 
n 'hat question. 

the unusual project - Britons. 
Canadians, Danes, Germans, Japanese 
and Swedes have bt!en here to look it 
over - continues a hand-termouth 
existence, fretting over monthly 
expenses of S8,.SOO. At present. BCTV 
has $12,000 in the bank. 

THE PAUCITY OF funus can be seen 
ui the makeshift Sets. There are three 
studios: one tn a .recreuuonal place 
called Horizon C,:nter, a second in Ken
nedy Towers, a higti-nse for the elder
ly, and a third in the Hensler-Glens1d~ 
housing project. · Hosp1tal screens, -
draped with green bedspre.ids, are 
used for fiats. 

Jerry Richter, the diminutive, ener• 
getic director of BCTV. said the gr~eu 
bedspreads are essential. "A lot of pe<>
ple who are on our system h.ive gray 
hair," Richter sa1d, "so you need a dark 
background." 

Much of the JO hours of weekly pro
gramming is as inform<1I and chatty as 
a busybody aunt A man is likely to caU 
up, as one did not long ago, and smg: 
"'Old Thompson had an old gray mule, 
he drove him ,,round in the cart. He 

· loved that mule and the mule loved 
h1m, with all his mulish heart!" The 
song ended in a crescendo of hee-haws. 

Then there was the woman who told 
of a dog she had in the '30's. Toe dog 
became a nuisance because of its fond
ness for the moving pictures at the 
Astor Theater on Penn Street. It got so 
bad the theater operators were calling 
her to come down and haul off the dog. 

I 

A PENNSYLVAN1A DUTCH 
blaclcsmith was on, displaymg his 
craft, when a fellow of Dutch. descent 
telephoned to convey his delight upon 
seeing a rat-tail hinge. The two men 
launchei.J mto rapture over the virtues 
of tbe rat-tail hinge, in their own 
language, leaving the audience baffled. 

The tenden.:y to wave at neighbors 
got out of hauu, so much. so Bcrv had 
to institute a t(}.minute segment each 
day called "Party Line." "We have 
Parry Line," Richter said, "be-;ause so 
many people used to phone in and say, 
'Is that Millie so-and-so I see there at 
Honzon? I UScd to go to high school 
with her, and I haven't seen t.er in 50 
years.' 

"The problem was that if you had a 
state senator on who could only stay a 
half hour. well, you want to 11.eep the 
content along that line." 

wght fare , such as quiz shows and 
sing-alongs and remm1sct!nces, is bal
:~=ed ·::::~ ·.•:::;=. :~.:.::" ~;•::b:- ..;=.~ , rr-,vs: 
often concerning social servh:es. The 
Reading .:ay government has found 
the systc.:111 such. a useful tool it has 
budgeted SS,000 a year to help support 
it. This night. from 8 until 9:30 p.m., 
there is a program called Criminal Jus
tice in Berks County. A judge, a dist:ict 

The Dallas Morning News 
Dallas, TX 
July 14, 1978 

anorney, a public defender ana a 
pnson warden are the guests . Homt: 
viewers call in to ask quesUOil$. When 
the viewers at the other centers call'm, 
their fact::s are sb.own on a split screen 
alongside those o_f the panelists. 

OU1'S1DE, A THUNDERSTORM has 
broken the heat, but lightning occa
sionally blots the picture. In from the 
rain comes n-year-0ld Eugene Shirk, 
the former mayor of Reading who LS 
now the chairman of the board . of 
BCTV. He is to lcicit off a fund-ra1S1ng 
program by reading a statement saying 
a local bank b.!!!i pledged a ~.000 contn· 
bution. Toe statement, dictated by an 
officer of the bank. is handed to Sh1rk. 
wb.o goes into the men's room to 
memorize it. . ·· · ~ 

.-\ moment later. Shirti; _ emc:rges. 
complaining he c:innot read the . state
mc:nt word for word bc:i:au.Se it 15 _one 
senteni:e several hundred words long. 
Some last-minute edinng, plus the 
promise the statement's author ha~ 
already gone to bed, results in a po,· 
ished ad lib. . _ 

Toe fund-raising program, wtth a t O-
year--0ld former radio announcer 
namc:d Blaine Diefenderfer as host, 
evokes a paltry SSS in pl...dges. It LS 
hoped a sp11gb.etti dinni=r that lS 

planned w111 bnng in more money• 
Broadcasung ends at 10 p.m.. and 

Richter, who lS in bis 305, wal~ Jut. 
sausfied a better day is coming. 
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TV Lets Homes Boo, Buy, Vote 
By LES .BROWN 

I~ to Tht Ntw York nmN 

COLUMBUS, Ohio-There a.re two 
kinds Ci/. people in this city-those on 
tbe west side of the Olerutangy River 
who can get the Qube, a.ntl those oi 
the · oaher me who c:innot.. As time 
goes on, this coo.td make an in.creasing 

ditfettnce in how the two halves live. 
Meanwhile, during the ne.,ct year or 

two, the 105,000 households tlhait have 
access to the Qube-a new form of 
e&ble teievisio.n that pern,its the viewer 
to panicipate-will be cretenninin,g, by 
their acceptance cxr rejectiOII\ of it, 
wh~ther it is the ,tei:e-visi,o,n of the fu. 
ture or merely a paissing marvel like 
3·D movies. · 

Qube is We.mer Cab1e Corporation's 
trade Illllll'M-Sllid to be "just a catohy 
made-up name," not ·m acronym-for 
a system tha:t mam.es the computer 
,to bidirectlinnal cable, a type that 
CU'ries sign&ls from the television set 
as well as to it. Vita:! to the system 
ts a piece ot home equipment, a small 
console resemblting a calculator, that 
i1 attached to the television set and 
enables the viewer to iI11teract with a 
program by 6ending responses to t.+ie 
c::en.tra.l oamputer. It a:lso provides 30 
cl?limels -at programming. 
Buying Progi:anu 

With this device, the viewer can take 
prt in opinion polls, particiuate in com• 
petitive quiz-show games·, rate per
formances in amateur shows. express 
his views on an issue tothe Mayor ot 
Columbt.U and purchase books or other 
item,. 

But more important, from Warner's 
P?int of view, the console permits the 
viewer to buy programs on special 
premium channels-movies, conceru 
and operas, sporong events and colieg,t 
courses-tor prices ranging tram $1 to 
S3.50. 

"This is not television, It is not even 
cable television as we know it," re. 
marked Gustave M. Hauser, chairman 
and chief operating officer a( Warner 
Cable. "It is the next step, a supennar
ket of electronic services." 

Warnr :able, ii subsidiary of Warn-

er Communications, thusfar has bet 
S20 million and four vcars of research 
and development that the Columbus 
market test will succeed. Some of the 
company's officials believe the system 
has the potential of becoming a new 
major utility in this country, compara
ble in importance to the telephone. 

Records Viewing 
er swerysixseconds, the Qube comput
er sweeps the subscribing households. 
It is thus able to record what eac.11 
home is watching at any moment and 
how ea·ch responds in an interaction 
activity. 

The results of opinion polls are com
puted and ilashed on the screen in less 
than a minute. Charity actions have 
involved spirited bidding and generally 
have gone smoothly. The commercials 
for Re-aclmor bookstores take orders for 
a feaitured book over the tw04way 
cable, although each order is checked 
by phone because children enjoy push• 
ing me response buttons. 

Attemots bv retail stores to sell 
clothing · on the Qube have not gone 
so weH, however, beca~ they re
quired •a.nswers to too many questions: 
size, color and quantity. 

Qube subscribe.rs voted differently 
from the motion picture industry for 
the Academy Awards. "Star Wars" 
won as movit> of the year in Columbus, 
and Woody Allen drew a blank in aU 
the categories for which he was 
nominated.Still, his Oscu-winning film, 
"Annie Hall," racked up a huge sale 
on Qube the roght after the awards. 

Other Applications 
There is nothing new about the join• . 

ing of computers and tw-0-way cable 
television. Experiments have been con• 
ducted with the technology for at least 
two decades, and it has had limited 
application i medical. educational and 
govemmental institutions. 

An interactive two-way cable system 
financed by foundation grants, hs been 
in operation for severa years in Reston, 
Va .. and last year the Japanese Govern
ment istalled a system similar to Qube 
experimentally in Tama New Town, 
Japan. 

Wha t is different and new about 

Qube is that it is the first fully com
mercial use o( the technology, one that 
is attempting to measure its value in 
the marketplace. 

In four months of operation. Qube 
has enlisted 13,000 subscribers, a num• 
ber that is still far short of what is 
needed for profitability. But interviews 
withseveral of the subscribers , and the 
instant program "racings" prov id ed ~y 
the Qube computer, indicate a high de
gree of enthusiasm in Columbus for 
what the system provides. 



$30 a Month 

Mr. and Mn. Jack Mumford soend 
1n average of $30 a month for Qube 
programs and say they are happy for 
the opportunity to do so. They recently 
spent $3 to let their 5-year-old daugh
ter, Debra, watch a Walt Disnev festi
val featuring the new movie ·"Pete's 
Dragon," and when the child went to 
bed t.liey purchased for themselves a.n 
R-rated movie on the adult channel tor 
$3.50. 

What pleases M~. Mumford most 
about Qube is not its premium pro
grams but the free programming on 
the community chaMels-concert per
formances, educational · and foreign- . 
m~de pr,ograms presented on a daylong 
children s channel and especia:lly a . 
~even-hour live potpurri of community 
1nten!St features, "Columbus Alive " 
which prom;>ts frequent 113e of the 
viewer response buttons. 

One of the most po;>ular daily offer
ings is an amateur talent show the 
Mumfods call their local "Gong 
?how.". Serving as judges by depress
mg their respose buttons, viewers col
lectively are able to dismiss a bad act 
in midperformance. 
Famlly Is H'ooked' 

Like the Mumtords, the family of 
Thomas Schneider had been tiring of 
conventional television a'l'ld was cut
ting back its viewing time until Qube 
came along. And like the Mumford.s, 
they are "hooked" now on "Columbus 
Alive" and the Interactive uses of 
Qube. 

Mrs. Schneider considers the basic 
monthly fee of SI 0.95 money well 
spent, and she · has no comounction 
about spending Sl6 more a month for 
movies. 

"We're able to spend time togethr 
a'S a family this way," she said. "With 
two teen-aged daughters we couldn't 
afford to go out to the theater as 
often." 

On a single evenine last week, the 
premium choices for Qube subscrib,,r; 
included the movies "Taxi Driver" and 
"Cousin, Cousine," each for SI.SO; the 
Bruce Lee film "Sign or the Dragon" 
for S2; the Ul.53 film "From Here to 
Eternity" for SI and an R-rated soft
core pornographic film, "Body Shop," 
tor $3.50. 

(continued) 

A Coincidence 
Also available were a lesson - in a 

speed-readine: course for S2 and a La 
Scala pro<luctior: or "Pagliacci" and 
"Cavalleria Rustiaana" for $2.50. Bv 
what Qube executives called "a one 
in a million coincidence," these Italian 
productions were presented a.t the 
same time as the live telecast of the 
same two operas on "Live From the 
Met" on the Public Broadcasting Sen'• 
ice . 

The "adult movie" channel is option
al and can be blacked out by Qube 
in homes that do not desire it. It is 
blacked out in the Schneider house
hold. In general, however, the erotic 
movies are selling well on the system. 

Qube is not •available to all residents 
of Columbus be-cause the city has 
awarded cable franchises to three com
panies. each of which has been given 
a section of the city to serve. Except 
for. a small residential area on the east 
side, Warner Cable's portion of the city 
is west of the river and includes the 
campus of Ohio State University. 

Growth of Cable 
Qube was cre-a.ted, according to Mr. 

Hauser, to spur the growth of cable 
television in the major cities, where 
it has been stagnant. This is because 
most urban communities have adeouate 
television reception and enough ·local 
stations to bring in the three networks. 

''This test," Mr. Heuser said, "should 

tell whether people in the cities will 
buy the cable if it offered a wide vari
ety of desirable programs and services 
they can't otherwise get from teievi
sion." 

Warner Cable, one or the three or 
four largest cable companie6 in the 
country and the only one that is part 
of a. huge and orosoerous entertain
ment conglomerate, ·owns 138 cable 
systems in 30 states. The CDIT'.Danv 
aspires to expand to other cities-fr 
is now applying for franchises in Pitts
burgh and Fort Wayne. Ind.-and the 
Qube has become the key to its future 
growth. 
'A Magic Number' 

Qube's 13,000 subscribers represent 
less than 13 percent of the Columbus 
households that he.ve access to ·it. For 
conventional cable systems a subscrib
er rate or 35 percent is generally the 
mark of success. 

"S.omewhere out there i5 a magic 
numoer for Qube that will tell us 
whether or not we rea!Jv have i busi
ness," :\fr. Hauser said. "We don't 
know yet how manv subscribers that 
should be and probably won't know 
unri l the end of the vear 

"We're still in tf1e s~art-up phase," 
he contmued, .. and haven't as yec real
ly begun to se ll it. What we h.-now so 
tar-and it's reJssuring-is that we 
naven't got a bomb." 
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HcrG 's ·Johnny (Ferraro) 

Reviev\lS 

CouncH Actions Eyed 

Bv .\l:irv Ann ,\lilhourn-Smith 
un·e oi these ciavs soon. when you 

turn on the tdevi"sion set and he.'.lr 
the brnil1ar "lil'rr·s .Johnnv," it 
mav nut~ theJohn11·,- Car:;o11Show 
you· .'.lre watching , · 
· Instead. it could he Los Angeles 
City Council Ckrk Charles Port 
intrcxlu1:mg Council President John 
r\:rraro , who will thc:i call the daily 
mel'l mg lo order . 

Thal 1s the ultimate extension of :i 
proposrrl pilot pro)l'c:t to broodc:ist 
1:1ty govrrr.ment miormnt111n on a 
11H:ta C.1blt· Tde\'lswn 1:hnnne!. 

A nne-~·eur e~nmentol proiert 
for c11y hrrod1:a.-.;t10~. cstlm.ited to 
cost Sl l ,l)()(J, wJs approved Tuesday 
by the council's Industry and 
Tr::insp1r~tinn Committee. 

The 101ti.d programming will he 
broarit·nst on .'.l remote color 
ch.1r:11:ter ~enerator sim1!.'.lr to 
those th:lt rnrrcntlv show the lime 
and wt·atlll'.r on citile st.1tion!i . 

ll will 1m:lutle such iniormation 
.:i.s c,;•mc1l and curnm1ttce .!L!l'IHtis. 
c1ly j~,tJ opemnk!s, Pl.1nn111g 
l)epartmcn! projc>c.:ts and nouc.:es of 
put,lic hearin5s. 

Under the piiol program. the 
inform..1tio11 will only be bro.idcast 
to the 20,000 homes currently 
serviced by Theta Cable Tt:l::-viswn. 

Jlowevcr, consider.ition is also 
bcmg given to placing lelevisiu:, 
mon1 tors in selected public 
buildings, such as libraries, so 

peoµIL· withou t Theta C:.dile service 
cans~ the pro!.4r;.imm111.: . 

Initial c.:ost.s wdl 1ncluoe S:! .000 for 
equipment rrntal :inc 1nst;,ilbt10n. 
Sl,5iKJ tor thrt-c color TV monitors 
ancl $7 .51~) for personnel. 

The studio will I;;: 111 the W~st L~ 
Angeles i\lun1cipal Buildin~ 
becau::.e 1t provides the chrapcst 
access to u cable hook-up. 

Personnel irom the city's Public 
Utilities and Transn11rt ation 
D1•p :1rt menr will upcrate th~ 
cq11q,rnc>lll and ,·m1rcl:11:itc with 
v;muus departments and Thel..'.l 
wble 111 proYiding progr.imm111g . 

Gr::idu;1te students irom the 
L:ruvl'rs::v oi Southern California 
.-\nnL•ntiei-g School oi Com
mun11:at11.rns h;1\'e offen·d to do 
foi!1Jw-up studies to determine 
public.: response to th~ program
ming. 

While city department heads 
:lgrL•t·d to conpl'rat1.• with the 
program . n Clly a1lrlllnistrative 
nffic,·r n•port said man~· 1,i tlwm 
,•xpress/'\.l skt•pt u·1srn about lhe 
gc11er:1l appeol 111 programming in 
suc.:ll a st:HIC iormat. 

Tlwy suggested more 
sophisticated prL·scntal ions. such 
:is vwdeotapcd, film or live 
prol.!r:irns. 

How1•ver. Rohcrt W. nussell. 
chief l'ngint:er and general 
m:in:.igcr of the Public Utiliries an<1 

Tran~plrt:iuon DL·partmc:1l . s:iic: it 
\riJs f:rst nL·~t:!)S.Jrv tu u~tr:;r::::H~· :i 
lhc·re w,,s ;,i:,y puhlic.: :nlercsl ir. 
i(o,·1:rnnll'nt or"~r:.:mming. 
~ "\'.'c d11n ·t know :f there rs n:ible 
i11t1•rest tiy the public 0r nut ." said 
Hu:,.scll. "So we arc gu,ng lo t::,.t: 1l 
one slL'j) al a timt:." 

lie said the results from the 
surve,·s uonc b,· the L'SC students 
..1l1 provide s~c.: 1fi c inforr:::aion 
about the publ:c resooru.e to the 
cnm:l'pt arid w;;ys the pru5r:im 
might be 1::iµruvt:d. 

":\t lhrs SlJlt:, WC t!on'l kr.ow fur 
sure where 1t is go1r.g," said 
ftu~scii. 

Hv .. e•.-cr. sorned.'.ly. he s.,1d. he 
l·oulu cnns llln i1 ,·e bro;;.dl':.~:.:; of 
µul>l:l' mi:i:t1n~s ;ind perr.;;µs ,:n•:1 
an uppurtun1ty ior publ:.:: 1n· 
teractic,n. where ~ople cuulc ca ll 
to res1,A>nci to Spt!c:iic queslluns. 

Thl' pli,it pruJ<'l'l must L~ ap
pro,·ed by the cuunc.:d t;..efore :t c:rn 
l>t: irnolementt•d . 

:'\o d;1 le h,,,; l><:'C:1 set for wh•!n the 
city wi ll go 011 the air . . ! 
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Nqgales :High ,readi~s 
.. . ,; .. . 

new :i tV studio 
. ~~- .·. ~ .. ·•·.,. 

By TOM BEAL 
The Arizona Dally Star 

~OGALES, Ariz. - Bruce Tucker and 
his media classes at Nogales High · School 
bave an ambitious goal.- ·, ... l;;·:,_ ··; .. ., -:i:: :· 

· · After they move into their professionally 
designed studio next semester, their next 
task will be adding two new chaMels to the 

:· Nogales cable television system. 

· ... The chaMels - one in Spanish and one in 
English ;... both carrying student-produced 
programs, would transmit the cultural and· 
educational offerings of the Nogales schools 
to home viewers. Tucker is not sure when 
that goal will be realized. The first step is to 

· finish the studio - scheduled next month. · · 

·· .] Const~ction delays - including the _re
Cfnt flood that pulled electricians off the Job 

for emergency service elsewhere - have 
pushed the opening date to next semester. 

. The Clear Vision Cable Co. of Nogales 
,; has already promised to provide the two 
, chaMels that will broadcast programs to 
' 3,500 viewers in Nogales, Am., and a like 

number in Nogales, Son. • ·'} : · ' · 

The school district ' has spent more than 
$100,000 in remodeling a former chorus 
room into a studio and voted this month to 
buy $23,000 worth of color television equip. 

.. ment to replace the black-and-white cam
(r.t;.ra5 now used by the media students. · 

,~!- · For the three classes, Tucker is using a 
·. · room in the old high school building where 
· · chairs and desks have been pushed against 

the walls to make .. room for stage,- studio 
and audience. · ·, •. _.· .. : -~ 

"I imagine the people downstairs are 

. r 
ready to shoot me," said Tucker, who · has 
staged everything from game shows to ~ -1~ 
fights in the room. · L • :. 

I 

His class has also managed to silence-the 
electric typewriters of the secretarial .stu-.":. 
dents l ◄ times by shorting out the wiring in · 
the building. "They (the other teachers) are . 
just waiting for ·:me .to get _out of• hei;e.''. , 
Tucker said. <::. . ·, •· ... ,_: .,-; {-' · 

But the chaos in · Tucker's classroom 
disappears with the order to be "quiet;. on 
the set." The students settle instantly into 
their roles as actors, cameramen and tech- . 
nicians. The result ls remarkably sophisti
cated for students who had never touched a · 
television camera 10 weeks before._ ;. ' · · 

"The kids know bad television," Tucker 
said. "I just have to show them · how to 
make it good.•; 

Principal Roger Romero shares Tucker's 
enthusiasm for the course and has no 
qualms about using television as an educa
tional tool. · ·! ; · '. '- · · •. ·,_:;.· ,. 

"It's the programs on television that are ; 
blamed (for educational problems) Mid :not' 
the television itself," he said. · .; · ·. :, ~ ~-· !· : :j 

.,. .. . ., 
· Romero also feels .the course·-. is .' good . 

vocational tntining. : ... : , . . :· '.· ' ·{ !"-: \ 
~ . .. . 1 

''The field of television producUO'll has a' 
thousand_ an_d · one _ ·opponunities,'_':. Romero! 
said. · "'·: ·-, · ·. 

The only negative comments were voiced 
to Tucker at a recent parents day event. 
Some parents told Tucker their television 
viewing was being interrupted when their 
children detected a minor flaw In the pro.: 
graming. "The kids kept teiling them ·why, 
things went wrong," Tucker said._;-; . 1 ··~ 
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I eacher: The media center gives students 

a chance to l_ean1 in a di££ erent way' 
By J, a •.it\'in 
Fr~~ ~res~ Correspondent 

A I inth grade student at Pennridge Senior High 
Scho•); reali.'.ed his Jrei.ms of acting as an emcee 
and PQnm idge cable television viewers got to 
watC'~. 

lla,t R'?ynolds not only got to emcee his first 
dance sho~·. but he also wrote the scriot and was in 

charge of the entire production. 
For a history project, 10th grader Roger Lear is 

producing a news program called "Yesterday's 
News Today··. Lear v.,-rote the news script. assigned 
a camera crew . serves as director and is in charge 
of audio controls for a historic?! look at Russia 
from 1917 until tcxiay . 

Television prcxiuction is only one part of the high 

school's media center . which transcend textbook 
education . 

'"The media center gives students a chance to 
learn in a different wav . but we don · t skirt anv 0f 
the textbook skills,'' sa·id Bill \Varner. media coor
dinator . 

"Students can do slide show produC'tions. 
photography projects but learn lin a self teach 
method ... 

Warner said that the projects involve reading and 
writing skills and require a master plan. :\lany of 
the projects are 

tied into classroom projects . 
"If a student has an ecology project for science 

class, he may do a slide presentation set to m:.isic . 
thinking it is the easy wJy out." Warner explainf'd . 

"But how many actual examples of ec0ln~y can 
they find before going to research the subject in 
books?" 

Pennridge teachers ta!-:e full advantage of letting 
their students learn through the media center .·· One 
English teacher had his students do an aesthetic 
presentation on the different parts of Edgar Allan 
Poe 's "The Pit and the Pendulum," Warner added . 

Some of the projects from the media center are 
shown to the public via cable television hook-up. 

"Our intention is to provide the students with the 
opportunity to do community related projects so 
they will leaarn about the communitv .·· Warner 
said . · 

jackets with patches with the News Scene logo. 
"The students will gather the news in the com• 

munity.'' Warner said . 
.. At i p. m. they will present a five minute news 

show on community events . The show is keyed into 
a new school course called "Family Living and 
Marriage · 3 j"when the course is studying 
budgets. the news show will feature a program on 
setting up a checking account." 

Students can come to the media center during 
study halls as long as they have specific projects . 
. "If you don ' t have a hobby. it helps you become 
m terested m something," said Roger Lear . 

"The students come in once for a specific project 
and get hooked and try out all of the resources," ad• 
ded Warner. 

Lear. who has been coming to the media center 
regularly since last year, already made video tape 
producuons and has learned to develop and print 
bi.:il'k and white photographs. 

Bart Reynold 's next production is a slide show 
presentation on weight training that will be used bv 
the football coach to educate younger students on 
fo0tball weight training . 

While learning communication skills students to 
make a career decision, \\."arner said that manv do 
not choose communications as a result of their 
media center experence. . 

Allan Summerfeild was one graduate who did 
choose communications. 

"I was one of the first students to use the media 
center. in 1972,'' said the radio, television and film 
5.ophmore_ at Temple University in Philadelphia. 
Summerfield returns to the media center frequent• 
Iv. 
· "The media center was an invaluable experience 

to me'in helping me decide my direction. It is the 
school's asset with the most teaching and learning 
potential because it offers something for everyone 
Il helps so many kids develop untapped potential. · •. 

Programs like Bart Reynold 's disco program 
shown on cabel teievision . Another cable projet'l in 
the workings is a tele\'ision news prcgrarn CJ ll ec 
":'-iews Scene ... Set up throu2h a mini grant fro urr. 
Bucks County Drugs ;md . .\lcuhol unit. the pruJ.!rarr. 
1s an alternative prevention approach to drug abuse 

"The belief is if there is good. worthwhile ac
tivity. the students won ·t get involved in drugs or 
alcohol. .. Warner P.xplaincd. 

News Scene which goes on the air next week has 
33 charter members who will soon be seen spnrting 



Wyoming State 
Cheyenne, WY 
February 23, 1978 

School District Airs 
News on Cable Channel 12 

_.Laramie County School 
District No . 1 has been 
programming educational 
news and topics of local in
terest on Channel 12 since 
January, with favorable 
response V(it~in the district 
and from .c.ln:il~suhsc-ribers . 

The programs are 
scheduled from 8:15 to 11:30 
a .m . and then repeated, 
although not in the same 
order. for afternoon viewing. 

"We concentrate on district 
interest and needs when 
ron!.iriPrino the program 

content as well &:; 

scheduling," said Bob 
Marshall, communit:, 
relations coordinator. "We 
have had several viewers on 
the cable system commen: 
favorably on the pro~rams." 

Marshall has a weekly 15· 
minute program at B: 15 and 
11:30 a.m . each Monday 
devoted to events of interest 
to the faculty, staff and 
students . Material is 
gathered from the 31 schools 
in the district and reported on 
the program. Each week, a 
school is featured and the 
majority of the program if. 
devoted to that school. 

"Having only been on since 
January, we have only 
covered six schools so we 
have quite a lot of material to 
cover," Marshall said. 

He said the weekly 
program and Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Byron A. 
Barry's monthly program 
scheduled the same time on 
the fourth Friday of each 
month may be of interest to 
cable viewers who have 
Channel 12 available . 

"Channel 12 won't be as 
exciting as the other chan
nels, especially since we 
don't have a color camera, 
but it is exciting and an in
teresting challenge to build 
and develop for the di~trict 's 
use," Marshall said. I 

-------... -' 

PROGRAMS broadcast by 
Laramie County School 
District No. I on C'hannt-1 12 
inrlude local topics or 
programs that originate from 

I .• .. r.frJ r Tr! 
'': ~ k•i,IR:iWr'l ' 1 .. 

~ - -, 

...... ...i __ __ . 

il ,;" 
the studio in the district's 
administration building. 
Shown durin~ a recent 
rf'hl'arsal arr Hoh l\larshall, 
left. community rt"lations 

coordinator. and Bt"n Cr 
audio-visual dt-partm 
roordinator. Mars! 
ft"alurl's onr school pt-r " 
1111dt"r tht" formal of tht" sh 

< S(·hool district ph , 



Record 
Port Jefferson, NY 
March 23, 1978 

Students 'Eye' tlie Tott,,n 
~ / 

B, IL\HB \H:\ FITl'll 

~udt>nls from Earl Vandt•rnlt'ult•n High School 
wt·n· on tht• Sl' l'lll' at Tut>sdav e\'l'ning 's Brook
lwven IOWll board met•tmg . rt'e~rding tlH' e\·cnt for 
,·: il,l,.,·isi1111 :iirrng Tlwir prl'~;Plll.'l' was hut om• 
1•xamplc ol how loc,11 stud1·nts arl' using tlwir skills 
lo pro\'idt· ;, puhlil' sPrnt·t• lo tht· communit~ 

· ·we ·rv oftenn~ llit•m lhl' glor~· of twrng or, T \' .. · · 
,-aid Tom Darg;111 . ll'lrnsion l'11tirdinator ftlr the 
f\rnokha\'l'II Youth kun·au . of tlw town board 

t :ndt•r thl' ,·m1tl1 hun•au ·s dtrt't'l1011. loc,il high 
~l'hoo l studl'11i~ ti;i\'l• 1lw op1,mrtunit, lo !apt• public 
,·,·t•11l~ - t11wn board 111t•t>tlllgs ,llld ;itlill'lic llH'Pts . 
tor instant·t• with tht• pro111ise that llw shows will 
1,, . aired on eabl1•,·1s1on 1>,1rgan pru\·idt•s an~- tech -
111ca l twlp lhl' stuci,·nts nL•t•d a11d arrangt•s to pro
cess the tapes 10 nwPI broadcasting quality 

"The exciting lhing is that high school students 
are proving thL•~ can produce broadl·ast quality 
programs ," he s.iid . 

Port Jefferson students are not the first to tape 
the town board meetings . Others lo do so have 
lwen tl•t•na~ers from Shoreham -Wading Hi ver and 
:\t•wfield 111gb S('hools , and the "J::~·1•,\'ilness News " 
t-rew from C'omst•woguc . 

Tht~ Brookha\'e11 Youth Bureau has b('en organiz
ing the projl•(' I since lasl S;;ntember . and regular 
pro!a\rams filmed by Hrookha\'en youths have been 
on lt'lt•,· ision sincl· January 

"Tl11s 1s the 1dt!al wa~· lo crack publil' i:ll'Cess on 
ll'le\'Js1on . High sd10ol studl'nls h.ive tht' energy 
and tht· l'lJllipmenl. and the~· ·re n•ry good. " said 
l1argan . udding that diltert•nl high sehouls have 
rnrying ll'\'l'ls of cqt11pmen1 and skills "Whll'h 
lll,tkt:s it irlleres.lllg " 

Dar!,\an runs the firnshed tapes through a proces 
sing center a l the St.ite L;niversity al Stony Brook 
or at tiw cablt·v1sion studio "lo make it as 
,·om·l•n1ent as possible for cahlevision stations to 
provide this SPr\' il'e ." 
" What .vou t•nd up with is puhlic television that 
1·osls noth11,1,1, ." hl' .idded . 

SturlP11ts in Port Jl'ffc•rson 's "AV TV C'luh" have 
t;,ipcd othl'r silo"~ for wring within lht• school 

systt•m . l,111 this was llw l1rst tlw.v had dor1t · tor 
l'ahlt•\·is1un . 

"I look forward to St'eing it on L'ahlt•,·is1on -· I 
hopt• 11 ln11ks good." said s1·11ior Jett Sd11nidt . th, • 
dlf'l'(' llll' 

" \\,• _111s1 prt'\' il•wed parl ol ii tlu• qu.il11 , l1111kt>tl 
good . Now it 'll be i11tert•s1111,; to !'>t'l' \lh;1 t 
c:iblt•\'isio11 will du with lht· quali t>··" ,..;1ul H1l'l1;1rd 
(,elili;l!'dt . llH' l'luh 's technica l dirl'L' l11r . 

Schmid t, ass ist.wt din•L·tor I .i~.i I inwk,·r ;uu l 
!';1111 (/111gglt• . anotlwr l'iu li 1n,·111lin . :,d11111il'd tli ,tl 
\\llrk111g "uul in lht · fiL•ld . .. ;i ,1;1_1 11'11111 " ,..111d111 . ,,.. 
,dw;J _\.,.. n1,1n· dtfl 1nill .. 

Tut•,-d.i~ had lwt•n a long da > for l'lul1 1111·111b,•r,, , 
who ,.ho t scPnt•s during llw m11r11111~ 111 
Southanq:ton f11r a movit• llit•y ' n · mak111g . 1111 ·11 ra11 
the lhrt·t• -nuur Wpi11g in Patl'hogul' in the ,·n·111ng 
The studL•nls .idmitlt'ci lht•y woulct ru,t k11011· 
whellwr to be proud of tht• jub thl'y h,,<l d111w until 
they Vil'\\ the show 011 tl'll'visio11 this Wl'ek The 
show is ,,dwduled for 7 :311 p .rn lotlay 011 krouk 
haven cablt•,·ision . and "beforL• or alter a spurts 
event Sun<la~·." they said . 

Sl'hrnicit . who lives in l\1011nt Sinai . will l,P abll' to 
walch llw shm1 at honw Thost• like llna·kt·r and 
Quiggle . ,,·ho live in Port Jl'lierson · wh,·rt• th,·n· 1s 
110 L"ablev1s1on servi1:e ---arc talkrng about v1t•w111g 
it with elub members who li\'t' i11 1\lou11l S111ai 

lmprt•sst•d with the youths he ha:. bl'L·n working 
with . D:1r~an has found lhl'y arl' " natur ;il~ ... 
"They ).! l' l'W up on telt•vision . so they h.1 ,· 1· ;i g11ud 
fet•I of ,11iat lo film,' ' said Darga11 . "111 :,uburl,;tn 
l3rookha1·en. when• oftt•n then· 1s no nalurul n·1111•r 
in a L'om1111mity , e.iblt•vision L':tn pro,·idt• 1111:. M·n~•· 
of com111un11y . It'll lw bt•nd1eial lo h·a1t• 11111n• 

('111rnnu111ty events broactcast 11n c,dilt·\ 1,-11111 . ;,11tl 
it's good lo ge l kids 011 lht• rq,:hl s11k - thl' ,1c11vt• 
side -of I ht• T . V tube " 

Brookhaven town couneilwoman Kart'n Lutz. 
mcanwhilt· . st•es the airings of the 101111 h11;1rd 
meetm~.s as having a pus1tiv1• co111111u11111 l'lll'l'I 
" ()111• of !ht• good things is th;11 Wl' ,1r1· g,·t1111g posi 
tive lel•dh;rl'k from pcoplt• in !ht• l'<11Jtlll11J11ly . who 
art• µlt•a~t•d 1111,- 1s oftt•n·d on T \ ' It ·" guod for !ht• 
k1<ls . a11d I th111k 11·~ abo n·all~ f.(t10<1 lor w, " 



Fire devJa·trtrn,ent 1- . . 

Journal 
Beaumont, TX 
January 26, 1978 

I • • 
The Beaumont Fire Department 1s 

going into the television business in an ef
fort to provide more advanced training 
for firefighters . 

The department has. acquired the 
necessary . equipment to broadcast 
training and educational programming to 
firemen al most of its stations. 

TI1e broadcasts will allow firemen to 
remain in their homes while receiving 
training. The programming will also 
enable the department to keep equipment 
inside during bad weather. 

According to a spokesmen for the 
dC'partment. engine company crews will 
be able to remain available for 
emergency responses in their assigned 
d;striclS and continue to receive in-ser
vice training. 

The broadcasts will initially be made 
on Liberty Cablevision ·s Channel IO and 
later be moved lo another channe l. 
Liberty Cablevision provided the equip
ment. which includes a color camera. 
\idC'O tape unit with play-back units and 
studio lighting. 

In .idc.lit ion to educational programming 
production. the department wi ll t:ipe lec
tures from guest speakers on fire fighting 
techniques . safety . first aid and other 
topics related to fire fighting. 

Fire Chief Pete Shelton researched the 
r,roj~ after receiving information about 
it at the International Fire Chiefs Con
ference . It is believed to he the on ly 
program in TPxas that pro\'1c.les fin•mcn 
with training through televiswn program• 
ming. 

I ' rrparations for the first broadcast are 
in progress ;rnd the dl'p:1rtrtH·nt should be 
1111 tlw air within a 11cek . 

I .. , 



(Spectrum' 

Catholic Light 
Scranton, PA 
March 9, 1978 

~1arY'voodians Present 
. , . 

. N e,vs·cast on Cable TV 
scranton-lt's five minutes of this live ne~scast, ~c

before air time and the news~ tor Lip s k y 1s enthusiastic 
room stat! 1s rushing about about the ,future or this pro
making last adjustments. po- gram as well as the introduc
sitioning cameras. checking ~ion or additional live pro
the mikes and reading the grams on the c_ampus. Cur
last bits o! news pouring forth rently under d1scuss1on are 
trom the AP Wires. l i v e call-ln interV1ew pro-

A set trom the Walters/ gra,rns on local subjects, film-
. ? ing College p r o d u c t 1 o n s 

Reason_er newscast. (workshops, recitals. concens 
No . , . it's a grou_p o! Mart and plays), and -additional 

wood Cpllege radio and ,v 'coverage ot sports events. 
students about to present an- Joining the Marywood tac
other night o! . "Spectrum," ulty in the Fall o! 1976, Mr. 
the _ halt hour live newscast Lipsky brings to the College 
entirely produced by Mary- a wide background ln com
woodians over Verto Cable munications. He holds a bach
Channel 2 and Northeastern elor o! Arts degree in Speech 
Channel 8, at 7:00 p.m., Mon- communications from CCNY 
day_through Thursday, and a Master o! Arts .trom 

Though it is evident these Ohio state in Broadcast Jour-
tv people are students rather nalism. . 
than pros, they are definitely R;;dio ar,J ielevision maiors 
not just going through the at Marywood are part o! the 
motions o! putting together communication Arts depan
a live television program. Th1s 1ment, under the chairman
is the real thing, and 1nstruc- ship of Dr. George F. Perry. 
tor Dick Lipsky, though on . Marywoodians involved in 
the set most evenings, allows the "Spectrum" news pro
the students to "run the gram include: producers, Rich 
show," forcing them to learn Merrick, Cindy Di Blasl, Jew
all the ropes o! live television el White and Carol Glbbons: 
broadcasting. directors. Paula Deignan, Da-

"Spectrurn" became a real-
1 
vid Doud, p et e r Kovaleski, 

1ty at Marywood last Fall and and June Muska; anchors , 
so began the College's !lrst Jean Chapman, Laura Neu
adventure in regular live pro- scheler, Monica Siddons. 
gramming. Using a dit!erent Mary Ellen Ke at in g, Peg 
news team e·ach ot the tour Wald, Paula Deignan, Linda 
nights ot the week. compns- O'Donnell and Janet Caruso. 
ing two anchor people, a pro- Mary Orlando serves as as
ducer, director , weather cast- signment editor: and Rose
er, teature reporters and two ann Clemente, Ray Vander
camera people, "Spectrum" wall , Nancy Reddington and 
gives the students an oppor- Jan Powers are weather cast
tunity to try their hand at ers. 
every aspect of live newscast- .. It's refreshing to note that 
1Dg trom v.riting the copy, all of the anchor people on 
allocating the time slots tor 1' "Spectrum," to date, have 
news stories, using the porta- been w-.,rnen. Barbara Wal
p:ick camera equipment for ite::-s ... look out! _ , 
"Marywood: Up Close" report- , 
1ng, and presenting the wea- 1 
ther .and sports. i 

. • T1111gin2" from thP i:11r.rP~~ 



Northwestern 
Oshkosh, WI 
January 9, 1978 

Cable T'✓ offers series - . 

on pre-school training 

Telt '.t: asts on the Early 
Chlldhuod Outreat:h Program 
will begin Tucsd~1 y in Osh
ku.sh , Neenah and :\lenasha 
and wJI! run for seven wet•ks . 

The programs are de
signed to help parents aid 
their t:hildren to become bet
ter prt.>pan•d to start school. 

Through Uw Outreach Pro'. 
!<(ram. matt.>nals are also de
\'cluped for use by volunteer 
discusswn Jeaden; who work 
with parents of preschoolers . 

The TV series wi 11 be 
swvuver Oshkosh Warner 
Cable Channel 2 ancl Neenah
Men ash a Warner Cable 
Channd 1~ at 1. 1 and 3 p.m . 
Tue~ay through Friday cac.:h 
~eek. 

There will be one progrum 
Miic:h week for seven weeks, 
~onduding the week of Feb . 
~l. 
~ Pauline Werner, who 

... lt.>11Chcs in the Title I pro
gram in the Oshkosh Arc11 
School District. is the ~ustci.s 

fur the series, Mrs . Werner 
has taught kindL•rgarten and 
first grade. and is a certifiL•d 
school psy,holo~ist. gu1da11c.:e 
counselor and rciuiing spti• 
ei:lllsl. 

The TV programs . telecast 
ln colur, iire µruduced hy the 
Trlcv1sion Center at Univc-rs-

ity o( Wisoonsin-Oshkosh . 
Dr. Harns L1ecilt1 . associate 
professor of speech and 
director of teleris10n serv
ices, is .producer u! these
ries. 

Each program is devoted 
to one subJecl. Community 
resource consultants. work
mg in cooperation with Osh
kosh elementary school Qnn
cipals, provide the , content 
Ior each show. , 

The programs. which gen
erally last 10 to 15 minutes 
euch. are as follow!j: 

· vThi1:1 week: speech and 
langu11gt.' development, Toni 
Humann, 01:1hkosh public 
schools. 

vWeek of Jan. 17 : play, 
Pa1r1c1a Galnn, Oshko11h 
public schools. 

vWcek uf Jan . :?4 : creativ
ity, Dr . Leonore Dickmann, 
UW-0. 

vWeek u( Jan. 31 : physi
cal health, Dr . QuL•ntln Case, 
Winnebago Mental Hc~llh In
blllute . 

'vWeek of Ft•b. 7: discip
line. Dr. John Check, UW-0. 

vWcel. of Feb. 14: career 
<1warent•ss, Joseph Schrage, 
Oshkosh public schools. 

vWeek of Feb . :?l: readi
llL•ss for school, Dr . Stephen 
Suhm, Oshkosh public 
t;Chools. 



Evening News 
Bridgeton, NJ 
March 27, 1978 

High School Producing 
Television Programs 

.!.-By MITCH MENDELSOr-i 
Tired of "Welcome Back, 

Kotter" and "The Waltons?" 
Try tuning in on the third 

grade class play at Cherry 
Street School. 

The Giants and the Eagles 
don't give you that same old 
thrill? 

Perhaps a look at your own 
son when the Bulldogs play the 

Thwiderbolts will raise the 
lump in your throat. 

Soon you'll have the chance to 
tune in regularly on little Joey 
and cousin Mikey and sister Sue 
- instead of Telly and Donny 
and Farrah - when the 
Bridgeton High School 
televi~}'>~orkshop goes public 
via cable television. And it all 
begins--r'uesciay"at 4 p.m. with 

an airing < or cabling, if you 
prefer l of the recent high school 
faculty-student basketball 
game, a varsity wrestling 
match and several plays per
formed by Bridgeton 
elementary schoolchildren. 

Armed with a state career 
education grant, district Audio
Visual Director Ronald Filler 
has arranged with Telepromp
ter Cable TV, operators of 
Channel 7, to run school 
programs on a regular basis. No 
definite schedule has been set, 
Filler says, "but if all goes 
well," things will start up 
Tuesday . 

The high school television 
studio will produce all of the 
programs, Filler says, and they 
will be broadcast from a small 
"origination point" in the junior 
high school. From there, the 
signal-.)8 it's called, goes to a 
Teleprompter station on 
Roadstown Road from which it 
is fed into the ;u-ea cable 
system. 

Filler, who is noticeably 
enthusiastic about the project, 
says it "could lead to a lot of 
things." He sees the public 
televising of school functions as 
a means of bringing the schools 
and the community closer 
together . And, of cc,urse, it is 
marvelously educational for the 
students who will be planning, 
taping and broadcasting their 
own programs. 

The theory behind all of this 
seems to be : If you can't get the 
community involved in the 
schools because the people are 
too busy watching television, 
bring the schools to the tube. 
Filler says, "The objective is to 
give the comm unity ( the chance 
to see ) some of the activities 
that are happening in the 
schools." 
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Newsday 
Garden City, N:l 

April 4, 1978 

Ncws41lY Plloc.o by John H. C~mell Jr. 

Ted Goldstein, 17, operates the camera while teacher Donald Helquist expli::ins a problem. 

1l1hen TV and horaeiuor,~ • 
mix 

,, .. 
Gary Aasa, 12, of Plainview was having trouble 

with his math homework last night. So, as harried 
students have been doing for years, he decided to 
deal with it by turning on television. 

But, this was not a cop-out. And it didn't even 
upset mother. Gary turned on the TV---0r, more 
specifically, Cableyisioo.-because he could get ex
tra help through a tutorial program entitled, appro
priately enough, "Extra Help." 

Cablevision spokesmen said it was the first pro
gram of its kind in the metropolitan area. There 
have been programs featuring a teacher lecturing 
as students watch. But under thiE:1 program, the i!tu
dents can ask questions and get an~wers from a 
teacher. 

As the program was made available for the first 
time to Cablevi.sion's 80,000 subscribers in Nassau, 
Suffolk and Weatchester, and Bergen County in 
New Jersey, Gary and other students like him were 
able to call in to a teacher, hear their own voices on 
the program, and then watch as the teacher worked 

out and explained the solution on a blackboard. Be
fore the night was over, Cablevision spokesml:!n 
said, about 50 students had called in, with about a 
third of that number getting help on the air. 

Donald HoiGuilit, a Baldwin High School math 
teacher, helped Gary round off one-twelfth to the 
nearest thousand. And he helped Mary Mauro of 
Deer Park find the area of a circle. 

Cablevision subscribers who tune in Channel to 
tonight will see a similar half-hour "ciasi' in gen
eral scie11ce, followed by a half-hour cla:;a in biol
ogy. The programs will run through June, and the 
format wiil be: l\fonduy-junior high and general 
math; Tuesday-general science, biology; Wednes
day-algebra and tTrigonometry; Thur:,day~hem
istry and physics. 

Will teachers feel their jobs wt"re threatened by 
the innovation? 

Holquist said. "The teachers I talk to don't men
tion it, though I have seen that question ex:plored 
in writing." -Irving Lon~ 



Newsday 
Garden City, NY 
April 4, 1978 

·~:;. ·-~~~~~f:~--. -~~~*~ 
~-----'-'=-····• ••.• .. ··. , . t , . ,~,-:,~~2-:~.-, 

. ·- :-:/-.. ::: ... : 

r}~>~ 
fff-:}<: 
fJ.9! 
~ ! 

... -. 
. , 

;t 
:-:-~·r 

::;.L>-
t?it~ 
. ~~"ri~ \ ~-t -·: 

. ". -~::~,- ••"•::.··-~~~~i/.if 
Newsd~y PI\OLO by John H, ComeU Jr, 

Ted Goldstein, 17, operates the camera while teacher Donald Helquist expfoins a problem. 

When TV and homeivork • 
mix 

; ·~· 

Gary Assa, 12, of Plainview was having trouble 
with his math homework last night, So, as harried 
students have been doing for years, he decided to 
deal with it by turning on television. 

But, this was not a cop-out. And it didn't even 
upset mother. Gary turned on the TV--0r, more 
specifically, Cableyision.-because he could get ex
tra help through a tutorial program entitled, appro
priately enough, "Extra Help." 

Cablevision spokesmen said it was the first pro
gram of its kind in the metropolitan area. There 
have been programs featuring a teacher lecturing 
as students watch. But under thia pro6rram, the stu
dents can ask questions and get an~wers from a 
teacher. 

As the program was made available for the first 
time to Cablevi.sion's 80,000 subscribers in Nassau, 
Suffolk and Westchester, and Bergen County in 
New Jersey, Gary and other students like him were 
able to call in to a teacher, hear their own voices on 
the program, an:i then watch as the teacher worked 

out and explained the solution on a blackboard. Be
fore the night was over, Cablevision spokesmen 
said, about 50 students had called in, with about a 
third of that number getting help on the air. 

Donald Hol<;uist, a Baldwin High School math 
teacher, helped Gary round off one-twelfth to the 
nearest thousand. And he helped Mary Mauro of 
Deer Park find the area of a circle, 

Cablevision subscribers who lune in Channel 10 
tonight will see a similar half-hour "class" in gen
eral science, followed by a half-hour cla~s in biol
ogy. The programs will run throu1-rh June, and the 
format will be: Monday-junior high and general 
math; Tuescby-general science, biology; Wednes
day-algebra and tTrigonometry; Thur.;day-chem
istry and physics. 

Will teachers feel their jobs wt're threatened by 
the innovation? 

Holquist said. "The teachers I talk to don't men
tion it, though I have seen that question explored 
in writing." -Irving Lon~ 





FCC ReguBai6on 

late 1940's 
pre- 1962 
1962-1965 

1965-1966 

1966-1968 

1968 

1972 

post 1972 

1977 

cable systems began operation 
no federal regulation of cable 
ad hoc regulation by. imposition of 
non-duplication requirements in microwave 
grants 
First Report and Order: regulation of 
microwave served cable systems, requiring 
non-duplication protection. 
Second Report and Order: regulation of all 
• cable systems, requiring: 

a. non-duplication protection 
• b. no new distant signals in 

majo_r. markets without hearing 
Interim regulations: freeze on cable 
development in major markets 
Cable Television Report and Order: regulation 
of all cable systems with intent of opening 
major markets and promoting cable growth: 

a. up to--3 distant independents in 
major markets and 1 in minor markets. 

b. leapfrogging restrictions. 
c. simultaneous non-duplication 
d. syndicated exclusivity in major markets 

Gradual deregulation allowing additional distant 
programming . . 

a. leapfrogging roles-eliminated 
b. specialty stations allowed 
c. netvvork non-duplication modified 

Economic Inquiry instituted to evaluate cable 
regulation. 
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ISSUES IN BROADCAST/CABLE COMPETITION 

Regulation of cable television by the FCC has been based on 
cable's supposed inpact on over-the-air broadcasting. The FCC ad
mits that previous regulation has been based on an ''intuitive model'' 
of cable's impact, which assuned, without evidence, that the in
creased viewing options available on cable would cause a decline in 
local station audience, a corresponding loss of revenue and an even
tual decline in local station service, particularly local program
ming. The resulting policy has been to shelter broadcasting by de
nying consumers access in conpetitive service offerings instead of 
encouraging conpetition between broadcasting and cable . 

I. ECONOMIC INQUIRY 

In June, 1977, the FCC announced an inquiry into the economic 
relationship between cable and over-the-air television, noting that 
over the past 12 years regulation has been based on certain "assunp
tions" of unsubstantiated validity. 

Connents in the Inquiry were filed by cable interests and 
broadcast interests on March 15, 1978, and reply conraents were made 
May, 1978. The FCC now has the option of either disnissing the In
quiry entirely, or filing a rulemaking in response to the Inquiry's 
findings. 

1~mmary of NCTA Comments in the Economic In~ry 

The primary Commission interest in this Inquiry was 
noted to be a determination of the impact of cable tele
vision on local broadcast station operation. The Com
mission admits that previous regulation has been based 
on an "intuitive raodel" of cable's impact, which assumed, 
without evidence, that the increased viewing options a
vailable on cable would cause a decline in local station 
audience, a corresponding loss of revenue and an even
tual decline in local station service, particularly local 
programming. 

The information suhnitted b y the NC TA in these com
ments demonstrated that this ''intuitive model" is a to
tally inaccurate representation of the relationship he
tween cable and broadcastin~ . 

\ 
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The research submitted by NCTA provided a de
finitive, substantive statement on the relationship 
of cable television to broadcasting and the degree 
to which Federal intervention is legitimate. 

NCTA subnitted that: 

1. Restriction of cable television develop
ment through regulatio~.£.i_~~~~al carriage 
is completely unwarranted. All regulations 
governing the number and type of television 
signals carried on cahle television systens 
should be eliminated. 

2. There is no evidence that restriction on 
cable television is necessary to protect the 
broadcast or programnin_g_sectors of_~--.E.~l:=
lic interest. Research undertaken by NCTA 
conpletely refutes the Connission's "intui
tive model", showing that: 

a. Audience loss due to cable is ninimal, 
averaging less than 8%. 

b • UHF stations, particularly independents, 
benefit through the increased audience 
levels resulting from cable. 

c. The assumption of a direct one-to-one 
relationship between audience and reve
nue is co □ pletely invalid. 

d. Local broadcast progranning is the 
least vulnerable to any assuned impact 
from cable since it delivers higher rev
enue per viewer and per minute compared 
to other programs. 

e. Cable competition will, contrary to the 
assumptions of the static "intuitive 
nodel", have a positive impact on broad
casting by forcing them to make a greater 
effort to serve the public. 

3 • Ca!?._~_ de v e 1 o omen t , pa _rt i cu 1 a r 1 y_l~-_!~~ r., a j or (Top 
100 )_ television l:la _~~~!.~.12~.s been seriously in:_ 
~bite d by U2_~ __ g_~~r:!ts s ion ' s reg u 1 at o ~L program. 
Cable system development in the major television 
markets* during the years 1972-1977 accounts for 

*It should be noted that the 100 najor television markets account 
for 86% of all television households. 
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only 12% of total industry growth during the 
period. 

4. Relaxation or elimination of restriction of 
~~!];~_l importation_"'.:~uld prov_~~e an en~iron
~ent conducive to cable ~eveloprnent, both in 
new markets and ~~~ou~~xpan~ion in existing 
~~~~ets, This would result in a diversity of 
choice in new markets and would enhance the 
public interest. New major market cable sys
tems must achieve a 50% subscriber penetration 
rate in order . to ensure financial viability, 
Mature systems in major markets have achieved 
only an average penetration rate of slightly 
over 30% carrying the full quota of distant 
signals authorized under current FCC regula
tions. 

In view of these findings, NCTA suboits that elimina
tion of all regulations serving to specify the number and 
type of signals (or prograns) carried by cable television 
systems is warranted. Regulation nust be based on hard 
economic evidence that absent such restriction, the public 
would be harmed. No such evidence exists and, as a result, 
current regulation of cable television harms broader public 
interest considerations by unnecessarily restricting free
don of choice. 

SIGNAL CARRIAGE LIMITATIONS 

BACKGROUND: 

The importation of distant television signals by a cahle opera
tor is viewed as a threat to the market control enjoyed by the con
ventional broadcaster. While other justifications are often cited, 
FCC regulations limit the number of signals a cable system can carry 
so as to limit the cable system's conpetition with the broadcaster. 

The Commission's rules limiting the number of distant signals 
a cable operator may import have erected regulatory barriers protect
ing the broadcast television industry and distorting the degree of 
market concentration to the detriment of competition, the public, 
and the newly developing cable industry. The FCC, when considering 
regulation, has continually required the cable industry to prove that 
a change in regulation benefiting the industry will not impact at 
some future time on broadcast television stations "competing" in the 
same market . Not only have these rules generally not been imple
mented in the public interest, the Federal Communications Commission 
has promulgated limitations on distant signals without actually de
termining that there would be a loss of service to the public or that 
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this loss is critical to an adequate level of service. Such rules 
have protected the established broadcaster in the larger and more 
profitable television markets where there seems to be less need for 
such protection. 

Cable: 

Conmunity antenna service began in the late 1~40' s and was ac
cepted enthusiastically by the broadcast industry as a complemen
tary service which improved television reception. In the 195U's, 
however, cable television systems began to "import'' distant broad
cast signals via microwave relay systems. The importation of these 
competing, and thus ''threatening' · , distant signals provided the im
petus for cable regulation. 

After several FCC orders (including, aMong other things, a 
freeze on the importation of signals into major markets) and ensuing 
court challenges, the present set of signal carriage rules was adop
ted in 1972. The main elements of the rules are to (a) limit the 
number of distant signals that a cable system may carry (depending 
on the size of the market and the number of local signals available), 
and (b) provide extensive non-duplication protection to the syndi
cated (non-network) programming of local stations (discussed in sub
sequent section of this material). 

1972 Signal Carri~&e Limitat~~ns 

Clearly, the key provision of the 1972 rules applicable to this 
discussion is the limitation on the number of distant signals that 
a cable system nay carry. These rules divide television markets in
to three categories: 1-50, 51-100, and 101 on. 

In the top-50 markets, cable systems are limited to importing 
signals up to a complement that, including local signals, will pro
v•ide three networks and three independents. 

In markets 51-100, cable systens are allowed to import signals 
up to a · conplement of three networks and two independents. 

In the small markets, cable systems are limited to a three net
work and one independent conplement. 

Signal carriage limitations are nearly always justified in term s 
of ''protecting'' the struggling new UHF stations. After careful ex
amination, however, the sta f f o f the House Communications Subconnit
tee in 1976 found that independent TV stations are not currently 
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being hurt hy cable television and that, in fact, cable should~ 
non-network UHF stations through the seventies. A recent $220,000 
study conducted by the presti~ious Rand Corporation for the FCC 
found that cable w·ill have "only a slight negative ir:ipact" on the 
growth of UHF stations. 

Stripping away the hiding-behind-UHF's apron-strings arguments, 
the House Subcommittee Staff Report concluded, "The guiding logic of 
the FCC's distant signals rules is econor.iic protectionism.'' 

The House Subcommittee Staff Report further observed: 

Cable proposed to bring distant independent signals 
to communities with full network services. This threat
ened the large profits of the television broadcasters 
in thse markets, since it would undermine the artifi
cial scarcity upon which those profits are based, and 
the broadcasters reacted with all-out opposition to 
this new form of cable. 

That opposition could not be expressed in terms of 
a clear and present danger to the extremely profitable 
UHF broadcaster in these large markets. Rather, it 
stressed • • that cable would endanger the struggling 
new UHF independent stations. 

Recent Developments 

In November, 1978, the FCC announced a Major change in its dis
tant signal waiver policy. Until then, if a cable system wanted a 
waiver to carry more distant signals than the rules allowed, it had 
to prove two things: 

1. That the additional signal(s) would not harm local 
broadcasters (the burden was entirely on the cable 
operator), and 

2. That the situation was unique. 

The new procedure does two things. First, it eliminates the 
requirement that ''uniqueness" he shown. Second, once the cable op
erator presents a good case that there will be no impact on local 
broadcasting, the burden shifts to the broadcaster to prove the 
need for protection. 

This decision is a move in the right direction; however, it will 
only affect individual waiver requests. 
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I I I • PROGRAM EXCLUSIVITY 

BACKGROUND: 

The same conclusion which was drawn to explain the distant sig
nal limitations can be drawn to explain the exclusivity rules. To 
wit: The guiding logic behind the rules is econonic protectionism. 

The purpose of the exclusivity rules is to enable conventional 
broadcasters to avoid conpetition fron a television system which 
operates via a cable in lieu of over-the-air. 

While the 1972 FCC rules linit the importation of distant sig
nals, they also diminish the value and marketahility of the few dis
tant signals allowed. 

Once again, conpetition is being thwarted by regulation in order 
to perpetuate a broadcast monopoly and with no factual basis to sup
port the alleged harm to the local station. 

1972 Exclusivity Rules 

In the top 50 markets, a cahle system may not import any syndi
cated (non-network) programming for one year from the date it is 
first sold anywhere in the country. In addition, the cable system 
may not inport any syndicated program which is under contract to a 
local television station for the life of that contract. 

In markets 51-100, cable system importation of syndicated pro
gramnin~ is subject to contractual provisions between syndicators 
and local stations: 

* Off -network series receive one year's protection 
from first showing. 

* First-run series receive two years . 

* First-run non-series and feature films receive 
two years fron first availability. 

* Other programs receive one day protection after 
first non-network broadcast in the market for one 
year from date of purchase, whichever comes first. 

In the small systems (1 0 1 and up) there are no exclusivity re
quirenents . 
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~~twork Non~Dupllcation Rules 

First established in 1965, the network non-duplication rules 
require cable systems to black out all network programs on an im
ported station whenever these programs are broadcast simultaneously 
on a local station. 

New Studies 

A recent study done by the national audience firm, A. C. 
Neilsen, confirms NCTA findings of minimal cable impact on local 
broadcast audiences. 

The A. C. Neilsen study, designed to measure the audiences 
received by Madison Square Garden sporting events, yielded ext~n
sive data on cable impact on local broadcast stations. Joseph 
Ostrow, Senior Vice President and Director of Communications for 
Young & Rubicam, commented: "On the basis of the information 
we now have available, we believe it is time to stop shackling 
cable with broadcast protectionism. We have discovered that 
cable not only does not hurt broadcasters but frequently helps 
them." 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 16, 1978 Contact: Lucille Larkin 

NEW MARKET DATA SHOWS FCC CABLE RULES GROUNDLESS; 
CONSUMERS SUFFER FROM BROADCAST OVERPROTECTION 

Consumers are denied the benefits of cable television for 

no purpose since federal regulations restricting cable are not 

essential to protect local broadcast service, the National Cable 

Television Association concluded in comments submitted to the 

Federal Communications Commission. 

The comments were transmitted to the FCC in conjunction with 

its current inquiry into the economic relationship between 

television broadcasting and cable television . 

Cable systems offer the ability to expand consumer viewing 

choices by importing distant television signals by microwave or 

satellite. Since 1966, however, the FCC has limited diversity in 

cable programming by restricting the number of distant signals 

a cable system may import and by requiring that much of the 

programming on those signals be blacked out. 

FCC cable regulations have been based on the assumption that 

cable television poses a competitive threat to continuing service 

by local broadcast stations, and have been designed to protect 

broadcasters. 

The NCTA comments show, however, that local broadcast stations 

@ National Cable Television Association• 918 Sixteenth Street, N.W. • Washington , D .C. 20006 • (202) 457-6700 
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lose an averaqe of less than eiqht percent of their audience to cable 

television. This is the conclusion of a nationwide stuclv of the 109 markets 

with over 33 percent cable penetration. The comments also noted that there 

is no evidence that loss of audience produces an equal loss of station revenue. 

"Restriction of cable television development by limiting the signals 

cable may carry does nothing more than curb consumer's viewing choices," 

NCTA President Robert L. Schmidt said in releasing the comments. "The 

stated purpose of the FCC cable regulations has been to protect continuing 

service by local broadcasters, but our research shows that cable poses no 

threat to broadcasters' ability to serve the public. Cable competition may 

in fact result in improved broadcast services." 

The NCTA comments reach two principal conclusions: 

+ Restriction of cable television development by limiting the 

signals carried is completely unwarranted, curtails consumer viewing choices, 

and should be eliminated. 

+ No evidence exists that restriction on cable television is 

necessary to protect the broadcast or programming sectors, or the public interest. 

UNNECESSARY RESTRICTION OF CABLE SERVICE TO CONSUMERS 

The FCC's economic inquiry was launched last year by then-Chairman 

Richard Wiley, who said in announcing the proceeding that FCC cable regulations 

were based on "intuition" rather than "empirical evidence." The regulations 

are based on a hypothetical model of what would happen if cable were allowed 

to compete freely. 

The model assumes, without evidence, that the increased viewing options 

available on cable would cause a decline in local station viewing audiences, a 

corresponding loss in revenue and eventually a decline in local station service, 

particularly in local programming. 
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Research included in the comments, based on an analysis of cable's 

impact on nationwide markets and an in-home diary survey commissioned by NCTA 

in five television markets representative of a variety of broadcast/cable 

environments, shows that: 

1. Local broadcast stations lose little of their audience when cable 

is introduced because overall television usage increases. (Some UHF stations, 

often thought to be those most vulnerable to cable, actually registered an 

audience increase averaging 5.5 percent.) 

2. A decline in viewing audience does not result in a direct and equal 

loss in local station revenues because revenues are influenced by other major 

factors, particularly market size, availability of advertising time and 

advertising demand. 

3. Local broadcast programming is the least vulnerable to adverse cable 

impact because of its local popularity, and because it delivers higher revenue 

per minute per viewer than other programming. Local programs make up only 

13 percent of a local station's program day, but they contribute 27 percent of 

station revenue. 

"The FCC makes another key assumption in regulating cable," Schmidt 

pointed out today. "Somehow they believe that local broadcasters won't 

respond to competition -- that they will just sit back and take it instead 

of improving their programming and services to keep or expand their audience. 

That's simply ludicrous. There is a public good in healthy competition which 

should spur broadcasters to improve their service." 

STUNTING CABLE GROWTH 

The NCTA comments show that FCC signal carriage regulations play a key 

role in inhibiting cable's ability to serve consumers. 

FCC regulations prescribe that systems located in the top 50 television 

marke ts are allowed a maximum of three distant signals from stations independent 
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of network affiliation. Systems in the second 50 markets are allowed only 

two distant independent TV signals, and in other markets cable systems are 

allowed to carry only one distant independent signal -- including the one 

which may already exist in their market. 

systems cannot import any signals. 

In some cases, therefore, cable 

A number of studies have shown that imported signals have a strong 

growth effect on cable subscriptions. NCTA's research shows that the FCC 

regulations have limited cable systems in the 100 major markets to only a 12 

percent share of total industry subscription growth in the years between 1972 

and 1977. 

In addition, regulatory restrictions on programming make construction 

of new cable systems in many cities unthinkable. Estimates show that a new 

urban cable system must reach a 50 percent penetration of the viewing market 

to be profitable. Without the option to fashion diverse programming 

services, 50 percent penetration is difficult, if not impossible. 

"Needless regulation simply limits viewing choices for consumers who 

already have cable, as well as for consumers who don't have the cable option 

in their cities," Schmidt said. "They are unnecessary to protect broadcasters. 

"Regulations which do nothing more than limit consumer choices certainly 

don't promote the public interest by anyone's definition," he said. 



NR/72/78 
May 15, 1978 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Lucille Larkin 

Phil Clapp 
(202)457-6760 

NCTA DISPUTES INDIVIDUAL BROADCASTERS' CLAIMS 

OF CABLE IMPACT IN ECONOMIC INQUIRY REPLY 

In a market-by-market analysis submitted today to the 

Federal Communications Commission, the National Cable Television 

Association disputed claims by individual local broadcasters 

that cable systems operating in their markets imperil their 

ability to serve the public. 

The NCTA study was submitted in reponse to filings· in the 

first round of the FCC's ongoing "Inquiry into the Economic 

Relationship Between Broadcasting and Cable Television." NCTA 

addressed arguments made by a representative sample of local 

broadcasters, one national network -- ABC -- and two of the 

three broadcasting trade associations which filed in the FCC 

proceeding. 

The Association deferred its reply to comments by the 

National Association of Broadcas~ers, announcing that it has 

commissioned the consulting firm of Ernst and Ernst to review 

the NAB filing. 

The Ernst and Ernst analysis will be submitted to the 

Commission in mid-June, NCTA said. 

-more-
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In its own study filed today, NCTA pointed out that the 

local broadcast and ABC filings attempted to show large 

audience losses to cable in heavily penetrated markets, but 

failed to show that even those losses jeopardize local broad

cast service. 

"After allegedly 'proving' - substantial audience loss," . 

NCTA said, "broadcasters argue that there is a directly corresponding 

revenue loss and cutback in service, without providing any evidence 

to support the claim." 

NCTA analyzed data submitted by a representative sample in

cluding six local broadcasters operating in various regions of 

the country. Despite claims of massive audience loss to cable 

systems, NCTA found, for example, that three local stations in the 

Greensboro/Highpoint/Winston-Salem, N.C., market increased their 

revenues 67.5% between 1971 and 1975, according to FCC financial 

data, in spite of cable service in the area. 

In addition, NCTA found, many of the stations which claimed 

audience losses due to cable in reality suffer heavy competition 

from major market signals received off-air in their areas. 

"All difficulties in these markets, whatever their cause, are 

blamed on cable," NCTA said. 

Other stations which filed, NCTA pointed out, are in "small 

markets underserved by traditional broadcasting and therefore 

heavily penetrated by cable systems offering a broad range of 

-more-
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major market, grandfathered signals." These are potentially 

worst-cast situations where cable penetration has probably peaked, 

and yet none of these markets has suffered a loss of local broadcasting 

service. 

The only network to file, ABC, argued that cable penetration 

in seven markets is responsible _for losses of entire counties to 

more distant television markets, jeopardizing local service. 

"Off-air, non-cable viewing of distant signals is quite 

heavy in most of the markets (ABC) studied," NCTA pointed out. 

"The fact that viewers, whether they be cable or non-cable, choose 

distant signals over local signals simply indicated that these 

signals are more popular," and that audience diversion would 

be substantial whether or not cable were present. 

"Most of the broadcast parties filing presented no further 

data outside of that regarding audience fractionalization," NCTA 

said. "They seemed to rely quite heavily on the Commission's 

own 'intuitive model,' asserting that audience loss caused a 

directly equal loss in revenue and a cutback in service. No 

financial data was presented to support that assertation." 

"There is no evidence that the public 'is being harmed or 

is likely to be harmed' due to cable," NCTA concluded. "All 

regulations which restrict cable television's ability to serve 

the public should therefore be eliminated." 

# # # 

,,. 



NR/1/79 
January 3, 1979 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Lucille Larkin 

Phil Clapp 
(202)457-6760 

ECONOMIC INQUIRY RECORD SHOWS NO CABLE THREAT 

TO LOCAL BROADCAST SERVICE, NCTA PRESIDENT SAYS; 

CABLE ASSOCIATION FILES EVALUATION OF NEW BROADCAST STUDY 

The record compiled over the past year in the Federal Communi

cations Commission's cable/broadcast economic inquiry "holds no 

evidence that expanded cable television services to consumers 

threaten the health or survival of local broadcasting," National 

Cable Television Association President Robert L. Schmidt said 

today in announcing the Association's furthei- reply comments in 

the FCC proceeding. 

Schmidt characterized the latest evidence submitted to the 

Commission, a study of the relationship between a station's 

audience size and its potential advertising revenues prepared 

for the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB), and others 

as "a valuable .piece of research so •narrowly . focused that 

it ignores the Commission's key questions about the cable/ 

broadcast relationship." 

"The study prepared by Charles River Associates is a pro

fessional and thorough piece of research," Schmidt said, "but it 

comes to only one narrow conclusion: that there is a relationship 

-more-
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between the size of a broadcast station's audience and its gross 

advertising revenues. 

"The study says nothing about the bottom line in the Economic 

Inquiry -- cable's impact on a local station's ability to continue 

to serve the public," he said. 

The Commission initiated its "Inquiry into the Economic 

Relationship Between Broadcasting and Cable Television" in mid-

1977, to test the basic assumptions on which it has based fifteen 

years of restrictive federal cable TV regulations. The Commission's 

"intuitive model" of cable TV's impact on local broadcasting 

supposes that increased cable viewing options -- particularly 

distant-city television signals -- would ''fractionalize" local 

station audiences, cutti~g station advertising revenues severely, 

threatening the station's ability to continue providing local 

broadcast service. 

"Broadcast filings earlier this year focused exclusively on 

audience fractionalization, but presented no substantive proof 

that new cable television services had 'siphoned' a significant 

amount of any broadcast station's audience," Schmidt said. NCTA 

research found that at worst in heavily penetrated markets, 

VHF stations might experience small audience losses but UHF 

stations would benefit from cable carriage." 

Schmidt pointed out that a recent A.C. Nielsen study prepared 

for the advertising firm of Young ~nd Rubicam yielded similar 

conclusions. 

-more-
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"On the basis of the information we now have available, 

we believe it is time to stop shackling cable with broadcast 

protectionis~~" Young and Rubicam Senior Vice President Joseph 

Ostrow commented on the report. "We have discovered that cable 

not only does not hurt broadcasters, but frequently helps them." 

"There has been no evidence of sizable impact on station 

audiences, which makes the Charles River findings of even less 

significance," Schmidt pointed out. 

In addition, he said, the study's authors specifically 

limited the application of their own study, repeatedly emphasizing 

its narrow focus. For example: 

"FCC Question: How is local news programming affected 
by distant signal competition. 

CRA Response: : We have nothing to say about this. It 
is a question not directly related to 
the audience-revenue relationship." 

"Broadcasters have submitted no evidence that cable competition 

presents any threat to their ability to continue service," Schmidt 

said. "Even the CRA study does not touch on the questions of 

station profitability, the relationship between profitability 

and programming, and a station's potential reaction to cable 

competition," Schmidt said. 

"There is still no reason to believe that free competition 

between broadcasting and cable television will result in anything 

but a greater variety of services to consumers," Schmidt · said . 

.. 
1T # # 



BURDEN OF PROOF -
THE ARTEC DECISION 

IMPACT ON LOCAL 
BROADCASTING 

NEW FACTS ON OLD CABLE ISSUES 

Under FCC regu lation, whenever a cable system wanted 
to import a distant television signal beyond the limited 
number of signals permitted under the FCC rules, it 
had to apply for a special waiver. The cable operator 
had to provide documentation that carriage of this dis
tant signal would not adversely impact the local broad
caster. This requirement put the cable system in the 
impossible position of having to prove a negative. 

ARTEC is the Arlington, Virginia cable system that 
began building and operating in Arlington County last 
year. In order to be able to carry signals from Baltimore, 
.which were available off air in some parts of its service 
area but which ARTEC was prohibited from carrying 
under FCC rules, ARTEC applied for the special waiver 
asserting that carriage of these signals would not harm 
local Washington broadcasters . 

The FCC not only granted the waiver, but also, for the 
first time, reversed the burden of proof and required 
that henceforth, the broadcaster would have the burden 
of proving how he would be harmed by the new cable 
services. 

This switching of the burden of proof from the cable 
operator to the broadcaster is a great step toward regu
lating cable in terms of its impact on the public, rather 
than its impact on the private interests of broadcasters. 

Ever since cable operators began offering programming 
off the air, broadcasters have complained that unless 
the cable industry is restricted in terms of what it can 
offer, the local broadcaster would be so financially 
impacted by audience loss that local broadcast services 
would be curtailed or even suspended . This so-called 
"intuitive model" has been the basis for FCC regulation 
for the last 15 years. 

The inquiry into the economic relationship between 
broadcasters and cable operators now underway at the 
FCC is intended to settle this argument once and for 
all - based on economic analysis instead of supposition. 

A recent, unrelated, study by A.C. Nielsen for the adver
tising firm of Young & Rubicam quantified the impact 
of cable service on broadcasters. The study found that 
cable does not have a negative impact on broadcast 
television. 

The Nielsen study, conducted in San Diego, Tulsa, 
Des Moines, and Hartford, Connecticut, concluded 
that importation of signals by a cable television operator 
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SUPERSTATIONS 

COMPETITION EQUALS 
c3ETTER SERVICE 

does not cut into a local station's actual audience. In 
fact, what the study proves is that more people watch 
television when cable is offered, and that the local broad
caster maintains the same rating with cable as he would 
have had without it. 

The cable industry expects that the results of the Eco
nomic Inquiry, to be presented by the FCC in the near 
future, will draw the same conclusion, thereby establish
ing a concrete basis for equitable cable regulatory poli
cies. 

The "Superstation" term was born when independent 
television station WTCG (Channel 17) out of Atlanta 
began sending its programming, via satellite, to cable 
systems across the country. It is expected that four more 
independent stations will begin satellite programming in 
1979. 

Program producers charge that they will be hurt by the 
market penetration of these Superstations. They claim 
that local broadcasters won't pay top dollar for their 
programs if the same programs are available in the market 
via the Superstation . 

The financial facts of WTCG present a different picture. 
In 1974, before WTCG went on the satellite, the rights 
to a particular United Artists film cost the station $800. 
In 1976, after Channel 17 went on the satellite, United 
Artists renegotiated the rights to that film for $1,000. 
Now in 1978, with 4 76 systems being served by WTCG 
on a full-time basis, the price for that same film is $5,000. 
Across the board , WTCG now pays an average of 50% 
more for product than it would if it were not on the 
satellite. 

Thus the marketplace is functioning to offset any aberra
tions which the cable-sate! I ite distribution may have 
caused. The increased Superstation copyright payments 
will offset the potential lost income to the producers. 

An example of how the consumer is the beneficiary in 
the competitive situation between cable and local broad
casting is what happened in the last year in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. 

Chattanooga has all three network-affiliated stations, plus 
one independent station. Not one of these stations 
operated on a 24-hour basis. 



CABLE TV NO LONGER 
SMALL BUSINESS? 

Two years ago, a cable television system was built in 
Chattanooga. Last spring, the system built a receive-only 
earth station, and via satellite, provided Chattanooga 
cable subscribers with Channe l 17 out of Atlanta. Chan
nel 17 operates 24 hours a day. 

After Channe l 17 came into the market, via cable, one of 
the three network stations started to provide 24-hour 
programming on Fridays and Saturdays. 

Again, the end result is that in the competitive drive to 
provide more and divers ified services, the consumer reaps 
the benefits. 

Today there are approximately 14 million homes being 
served by cable television, or about 20% of the television 
households in the United States. 

In the last ten years, the number of cable systems across 
the country has doubled - from 2,000 to 4,000. How
ever, 70'/o of all cable systems serve 3,500 subscribers 
or less. 

The FCC estimates 1977 cable television revenues at 
$1.2 billion, an increase of 34% from 1976. And 1978 
figures may be as high as $1.45 billion . These revenues 
represent hundreds of cable television companies across 
the country. 

Cable television is growing, finally, and offering new 
technologies and new services. However, to keep the 
industry 's size in true perspective, one need only compare 
it to the size of one of cable's foremost competitors -
the telephone company . 

Profits received by AT&T in one quarter alone average 
over $1 billion . But even more glaring, revenues received 
in 1977 on the Yellow Pages alone were larger than the 
combined revenues of all cable systems - $1.3 billion! 

Everything is relative. Cable is growing and cable is 
becoming profitable. These revenues, however, pale in 
comparison to even a subsidiary activity of the telephone 
company. 



THE FACTS ABOUT SUPERSTATIONS 

What are Superstations? 

In 1977, satellite transmission of WTCG (Channel 17, Atlanta) to 
cable television systems began. While initial carriage was generally 
limited to cable systems in the Southeast, over the following years cable 
systems from coast to coast began offering WTCG to their subscribers. 
Now over five million cable subscribers view WTCG via satellite. 

While WTCG promotes cable carriage, it has no actual control over 
who picks up the satellite delivered signal. Under FCC regulations, the 
satellite transmission is performed by a nonaffiliated party who serves 
as a broker to cable systems. The broker collects a fee from the systems 
for delivering the signal (to cover the cost of satellite time, etc.). 
Nothing is paid to WTCG nor does the cable subscriber pay extra for 
receiving WTCG. 

Impact on Program Suppliers - The Marketplace is Working 

As the carriage of WTCG has become more widespread, and other inde
pendent stations move to satellite transmission, program suppliers have 
become increasingly concerned about the impact of such "superstations" 
on the programming industry and on their most important customers, indi
vidual broadcast stations. 

The major program suppliers, respresented by the Motion Picture Association 
of America, argue that the availability of syndicated programs delivered by 
WTCG makes it impossible to justify high prices based on exclusive rights 
to the program. This argument may well have some merit; the rates charged 
local broadcasters for programs which are also widely available in the 
market through WTCG will probably have to be decreased. However, the 
rates charged WTCG and other so-called superstations have and will continue 
to increase to account for the increased audience receiving the programs. 

Hopefully, WTCG will be able to cover these increased program costs 
through increases'in advertising rates, once again to cover increased 

- - audiences. As yet, WTCG has not been successful in attracting significantly 
increased advertising dollars or new national advertisers. Its financial 
success as a "superstation" is by no means certain, as detailed in the 
attached article from Variety magazine. 

The Reaction of Program Suppliers - Deny Product and/or Raise Prices 

The most prevalent reaction to Channel 17's "superstation" status is 
the refusal by major program suppliers to sell new product to WTCG or to 
renegotiate expired contracts. 
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The following major producers of syndicated programming have notified 
WTCG that they will no longer provide programming because of WTCG's wide
spread national carriage as a superstation: MGM, Warners, MCA,and United. 
Columbia and Paramount have refused to provide specific programs and appear 
to be cons idering a total embargo. 

Those program suppliers which have continued to deal with WTCG have 
reacted by raising the prices, both for new program sales and contract re
negotiation. 

The higher program costs faced by WTCG can be seen in a comparison of 
program prices for two popular series, Happy Days and All in the Family. 
Happy Days went into syndication in early 1977, prior to the real emergence 
of WTCG as a so-called "superstation". All in the Family was syndicated 
in 1978 as WTCG carriage was becoming widespread. 

In other markets, contracts for All in the Family were 20 to 25 percent 
lower than that paid for Happy Days the previous year. However, when WTCG 
negotiated for All in the Family, the price reached was 40 percent higher 
than that paid for Happy Days, a complete reversal of the relative price 
trend in other markets. The $16,000 WTCG paid for All in the Family is 
more than that paid in the larger markets of Houston, Miami, St. Louis, 
and Minneapolis. 

WTCG is also experiencing price increases in series and movie program 
contracts, which are usually negotiated for a 5-7 year period. In 1976 
WTCG purchased a film package of 47 films for $70,000, $1,500 per film. 
In 1979 a package of similar films was purchased; this time the contract 
provided 20 films for $130,000, or $6,500 per film, an increase of over 
300 percent. 

Likewise, prices paid for two popular series, The Flintstones and 
.!_ Love Lucy, have also increased dramatically. In September 1972 WTCG 
purchased The Flintstones under a six year contract for a price of $50 
per run. In 1978 the price-per-run was increased to $266 and the contract 
limited to 31 months. In 1974 .!_ Love Lucy was purchased for $34 per run; 
in 1979 the price had increased to $330 per run. 

WTCG's Impact on Broadcast Stations 

Program suppliers and broadcasters have often argued that the development 
of "superstations" such as WTCG will severely impact broadcast stations 
by diverting significant levels of local audience. They further argue 
this local station audience loss to superstations will severely limit the 
stations ability to attract advertisers, revenues will fall and program 
purchases willhe cut drastically. · rrhe scenario ends with program suppliers 
and broadcasters in ruin due to cable television. 
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The FCC is currently conducting an extensive Inquiry into the economic 
relationship between broadcasting and cable television in an effort to assess 
the validity of these claims of severe cable impact on the broadcast and 
program industry. 

The comments filed in the Inquiry have addressed this question of 
cable impact. The cable industry has demonstrated, with extensive supporting 
data, that audience loss due to cable was minimal and that- there was no 
evidence that such audience loss would cause a cutback in television service. 
FCC research in the Inquiry, including the report, The Impact of Cable 
Television on Audience Shares, supported cable industry findings. Additional 
FCC research is nearing completion, with initial indications that it confirms 
previous findings of minimal impact. 

New research continues to support the argument that cable's impact 
on local broadcast audiences is quite small, as seen in the recent study 
done by A. C. Nielsen for the Young & Rubicam advertising agency. 

The A. C. Nielsen study, designed to measure the audiences received 
by Madison Square Garden sporting events, yielded extensive data on cable 
impact on local broadcast stations. Joseph Ostrow, Senior Vice President 
and Director of Communications for Young & Rubicam, commented: "On the 
basis of the information we now have available, we believe it is time to 
stop shackling cable with broadcast protectionism. We have discovered 1 
that cable not only does not hurt broadcasters but frequently helps them." 

The cable industry agrees with FCC Chairman Ferris' opinion that 
"cable today is principally a medium that fosters increased competition 
between and among broadcasters. It does this, for example, by bringing 
UHF stations into technical parity with VHF ~tations or by importing 
distant signals to compete with local ones." Revenue loss, if any, 
experienced by broadcasters as a result of cable audience fractionaliza
tion will not impact the station's ability to serve the public. Revenue 
losses, when they occur, will not be of a magnitude to threaten either 
station profitability or livelihood, particularly given NAB 1 s 1977 TV 
station financial profile showing that the average TV station had a profit 
margin of 25.5 percent. · Stations will not be forced to cut back on pro
granmiing quality or shorten the broadcast day or even decrease local public 
affairs programming because of cable's impact on their revenues. Indeed, 
as Chairman Ferris noted, cable will provide the much needed incentive 
for local stations to improve their program schedule to compete with 
distant signals. 

1 
Press Release, Young & Rubicam, December 22, 1978. 

2
charles Ferris, Response to Questions by the Senate Appropriations Committee, 
FY 1979 Budget Review. State, Justice, Commerce, the Judiciary, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations. 95th Congress, Second Session on H.R. 12934, 
Part 5, p. 1656. 
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The People v. Television 
& TV writer T~m Shales predicted, 

The Washington Post's r~ent survey ot 
Americans' changing attitudes toward 
television bas created a furor In the 
plush offices of network executives 
and movie moguls. 

Fifty-three percent of the viewers 
polled by The Post said they watch less 
television now than Ibey did Clve years 
ago, and that with the exception of a 
few favorites, they are often disap
volnted by what they are offered. 

For the people who program Arneri
ca'I television aeb-both the execu
tives of the three major networks and 
the heads of the dominant production 
studlos-tJ>.e Poet poll b I colossal vote 
of no-confidence. Mo.st disturbing of 111 

Taking Exception 

from the perspective of the TV giants 
should be that this dissatisfaction Is 
abroad precisely when new entertaln
ment tochnologles with the ability to 
offer the conswner greater freedom of 
choice are becoming widely available. 

The networks and the studios have 
two standard responses to crltJclsm of. 
televblon as we know it. The llrsl, ut
tered from on high with a flavor of no
blesse oblige, Ls reminiscent of tel
epbone-<:ompany executives' response 
to criticisms of our "best-in-the-world" 
telephone system: We are told to bold 
our ·tongues because our system is bet
ter than all others. The second is a se
ries of stern lectures on the dangers of 
tinkering with the system: To allow 
new technologies-from cable televi
sion to videodiscs-to compete freely 
with networks and broadcast stations 
wlll lnevit¥bly bring on the deml.se of 
all of the bttit in telev i6lon. 

That second line was the underpin
ning o( a response to the Post poll that 
appeared on this page March 8. "Why 
Such 'Charity' for Cable TV?,M by Jack 
Valenti, president of the Motion Pi<.'
ture Association of America. 

While Valeptl gave lip lit!tvice to 
making more diverse programming 
available to consumers through new 
technologies, he raised the coauuon cry 
of poverty for the production commu
nity. The role of his member compa
nies, Hollywood's big movie bou:;es, b 
being overlooked in fedtiraJ communi
cations policy, be uid, and they are 
being forced lo i;ubsldlze the 11rqwth of 
cable television through a "loophole" in 
the nation's copyright law. 

Behind that artful rhetoric ls a bla
tant attempt by the nine largest studios 
to enlist the federal government in 
guaranteeing their huge profits at the 
expense of consumers who want a 
wider range of viewing options. In the 
case of Thf! People v. Television, the 
major program producers have 
weighed lo on the side of the flounder
log net works. 

Valenti tells us that the federal gov
ernment must come to the rescue of 
major production studios by giving 
them control over the programming 
cable television carries, ensuring lh11t 
the studios will be able lo exact a hefty 
profit. lie fails to mention t(lat the 
cable television copyright formula he 
now calls a loophole was actually ar- · 
rived at through negotiations in whid1 
he took the lead in 1076. An a_greement 
setting cable's payments was signed by 
Valenti and myself on April 26, 1976, 
and ultimately be.:ame part of the new 
Copyright Act, ending years of dispute. 
The act took effect in 11178, and in its 
first ye.r ot operation generated be
tweon '1l million and $14 million in 

new revenue '°" prognm suppliel'li-
10 perceni of th6 cable Industry':; prof
its. 

Now the major studioci want more 
money and want Coogres:; and tha Fed
eral CommUJ1lcaUons Couimlsslon to 
belp them get ll The rea.l issue, unfor
tuuately, Is lost ip the debate. While the 
argument foe~ on how to split the 
people's purse, consumers' clearly ex
pressed desire for more viewing op
tions is being Ignored. 

A wide variety of new prosrammlug 
could be provided by broadcast televi
sion. Instead, the industry seems more 
int ent oa cloning old programs to reach 
new heights of banality. 

New programming options could be 
provided by Hollywood. Instead, the 
major studios are focusing on how to 
help the network::; force-feed the public 
more ot the ~e. 

) 

New viewing options are being 
provided by cable television. Through 
the nation's largest system of satellite 
trausmlssion: cable TV systems are 
bringing millions of American homes 
over 1.000 hours a month of program al-

. terna~ives. Including: 
• Two special children's cha1rnels; 
• Three full channels of re)igious 

programming; 
• All-news television channels; 
• Made-for-cab!~ entertai.nrnenl spe

cials; 
• Gavel-to-guvel coverage of the U.S. 

House of lteprescntalives; 
• First run, unc~t, noncommercial 

movies; 
• Independent TV stations from dis

tant cities. 
With these alternatives available. and 

more in planning, it ii not surprisinc 
that 36 percent of those polled by The 

Post Indicated they would be willing to 
pay a small sum for, bett.1r television. 

But at every step, broadcasters and 
the studios have eulbted government 
support to halt the development of al
ternative program options. Distant-city 
television sigrn1ls, which 11re a major at
traction for cahlc subscribers In urban 
murk.tis , have been the prime focus. 
First, the FCC was prompted to require 
cable systems to obtain retransmission 
con~e.nt from both broadcash:rs and 
the studios; the remit. from 1008 to 
HJ7:l, was a virtually total lreczo on new 
distant-television signals for cable view
ers. as broadca.stcrs and program sup
pliers "turned off the spigot" on cable 
progranuni11g. After that approach 
fa1l e: <I, the FCC was pushed to protect 
brnatkasl tdevisiou from cable com-
1,etilion by anolh cr lack: lirniliug the 
uumher ot' distant signals cable systems 
could offer cousumers, and requiring 
the blacking out of up to 50 pt,rcent of 
the progra11111Ji11g un those signals. 

Now v. e have come f~ll circle, with 
broadcaslers and program suppllefli 
reviving the old re1ra11srnissiou consent 
idea i11 au at~ewpl to I.Jalloon the stu
dios' 1mi[its and to reg11in the 
broa,lqsters' control over cable TV 
services. 

If government steps in again at the 
movie barons · behest, Jt will be handing 
tho future 1,f television bads. to the con
trol of the 111e11 wbo made the medium 
what it is today. And the viewing pub
lic, whose voke 15 only beginnmg to be 
hcanl demanding new programming 
and services, will be depri-,ed ot new 
choiu·s that it is only beginning to 
know art! possibl.l. 

1'1, e wrn e-r is vresit.11.mt Qf tlle N~ 
tio,rnl Cubl~ 1'dev-isio11 As.sociation. 



·Tv SUPERSTATIONS Ar TURNING . POINT 
WTCG MEETS RESISTANCf ON RATES, ACCESS TO SHOWS 

WTCG-TV Atlanta loves_ being 
called a superstation : KTVU-T\' 
San Francisco is very uneasy about 
it. Viacom has no problem with 
placing product on WTCG-TV, the 
premier superstation. whereas 
MCA-TV refuses to sell it anything. 

· A few big advertisers- such as Mo
. bil Oil. Toyota and Miller beer. -
have agreed to pay WTCG'sjacked~ 
up rates for 1979, but most of the 
major ad agencies have politely de
clined. 

It's - contradictions like these, 
that likely will push the supersta-, 
tioQ issue into.the foregrounekat the.· 
16th'·. annual conference O! t:fu?-!'l~ 
tionai Assn. of Television Program 
Executives, which begins later ti1is. 
week in Las Vegas. 

Even though the signals of WGN
TV Chicago and KTVU-TV San 
f:rancisco are already beginning to 
find their way into cable homes via 
satellite, th~ call letters that·every
one m the mdustry thinks of · when 
they talk about the superstation are, 
WTC_G, which· is run by the flam
boyant · sportsman'-entrepreneur
Ted Turner. Other indie. stations in 
WTCG"s position are worriedaboui: 
the complaints of syndicators· who 
don 't like the idea of getting -only 
minuscule .copyright monev from. 
the scores ofcaole systems ·that are
picking up their shows without so
muLh as a by-your-leave. 

WTCG"is much less cautious. Its 
strategy has always been to en
courage cable-cv systems to pick up 
its signal. particularly after it-went 
up on the satellite in December 1976: 
Once the station approached the fig
_ure of 2,000,000 homes outside the 
Atlanta area, it set in motion a maj
or sales. drive to convince national
spot· advertisers that they should 
pay.about a third more (as of Jan. l, 
1979} than the p-revious year's.rates 
becam,e of ail the extra viewers 

By JOHN O!:MPSF,Y 

their messages were reaching. 
So far, advertisers have, for the 

most part. shied away from the new 
rates.and · WTCG's revenues are · 
down about 60% in the first six 
weeks of 1979 compared to the same 
period last.year. -And agency men 
for ~ advertisers who are pay
ing the higher freight on WTCG this 
year - · Steve Leff . of McCann
Erickson for Miller beer, Bill Shee
han of . DFS for Toyota and John 

· Feller of ·Wells Rich Greene for the· 
- New York State Tourist Board -
say they're in no way endorsing the 
station through their deals. Leff and 
Sheehan both wanted their spots in 
the Atlanta Braves baseball games 
and Feller hopes to get a fix on 
viewer reaction around the country 
to a free booklet (on things to do in 
New York) that can be obtained by 
dialing an 800 number that is flashed 
on the screen. 

Mos~ of the other clients of these
three- agencies are taking a wait
and-see attitude toward- the super
st.ation. Orr April 1, Ted Turner wtt 
planning· to· cover over the spots of 
advertis~rs who aren 't paying the 
new national rate (either· because 
they 're on carryovers · from last 
year 's contracts or because their 
business is strictly local. like a used
car dealer) with public-service an
nouncements or promos for future 
WTCG shows on the signal that 's 
beamed out on the satellite. Turn
er.' s plan was to use this covering
over proces~ as leverage with the 
advertiser, in effect telling him that 
if he didn't pay the-extra dollars he 
wouldn 't get the extra 2,000,000 
viewers on cable systems in -43 
states that pull in WTCG. 

Decision Not To Switch 
But just last week, · according to 

various sources, Turner decided not 
to get involved in such commercial 
switches because of the possibility 
that they could be legally construed 
as retr-ansmissions. For example. 
the same telecast of "Sanford & 
Son .. (which WTCG strips at 7:30 
p.m .) could be interpreted as two 
runs if viewers in Atlanta saw dif-
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ferent commercial spots from tne 
ones being transmitted to tv viewers 
of, say, Teleprompter Cable in up
per Manhattan. which has begun 
scheduling WTCG. -

.SidPike, WTCG'soperationsv.p. , 
sa)<'.S that local-commercials will be 
covered over on.the Atlanta Braves 
telecasts because Turner owns the.. 
tea·m. But Pike adds that -he 's plan
ning to ask permission of the distri
butors to cover · over the spots on 
syndicated shows, Sources at a
number of syndication companies, 
however. say they'll never give such 
permission unless. WTCG is willing 
to fork over a lot more dollars 
through renegotiated contracts. 

If syndicators say no to Pike 's re
quest that he be allowed to cover 
over the local spots, WTCG may 
lose its leverage and be forced to 
lower its national rates , thus set
ting back the cause of supersta
tions~ at ieast for the immediate fu
ture. 

'Rates Won't Fall' 
- But Tom · Ashley , the head of 
Turner Television Sales, the New 
York office of WTCG. has a never
say-die attitude. "We have no plans 
to lower our ratecard prices:· he 
says. despite the 60% drop-off in 
reveriues so far this year. "There 
may be lean. months ahead, but if 
anybody knows Ted Turner he 's 
survived other lean years in the past 
quite well." Ashley goes on to say 
that Kellogg's has just bought a bulk 
ordel"-at the new rates for WTCG's 
children's programs (syndicated 
reruns -or everything from "The 
Thr.ee Stooges" and "Leave It To 
Beaver··- to "The Flintstones" and 
"Speed- Racer"). There's no ques
tion that if WTCG somehow man
ages to begin signing hundreds of 
-national-spot advertisers at rates 
commensurate with the station 's 
satelJite reach. WGN-TV Chicago, 
KTVU-TV San Francisco and the 
other superstations that have gone 
up on the satelJite. or are about to , 
wiff also start drawing up fat new 
ratecards . 




