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Much use hac been made, however, on
and off the floor, by Members of the
House of a letter from a surrogate of
John I, of 2030 M Street NW. We now
have, I say, Incontrovertible evidence of
what I have feared for some time, that
Johnis not infallible. We neced not fear
excommunication from the association
‘of men seeking good government by sup-
porting 85-percent parity for our suffer-
ing dairy farmers.

I am a member and I intend to con-
tinue to be & member of Common Cause.
But our leader is not omniscient, or he
would have known better than to accept
outright the Department of Agriculture
figures on a bill to which this adminis-
tration is so bitterly opposed.

In the last few days I have heard
guite a few urban Members of this body
state that they could not face their con-
stitutents if they voted to maintain 85
percent of parity. I do not think that
they do justice to the intelligence and
the spirit of fairplay of their people.
‘We must explain to our people back home
the need for this legislation, just as I
had to do in voting for financial assist-
ance to Penn Central and in support of
the foreign aid bill. -

Lvemos |

AR OEM 05

I must say that while I knew very little

about dairy farming until last year, I

pgma U EROERS
1MUUSE

h'ue learned that the dwry farmer is \W

one of the most hard-pressed individuals

of the entire population in upstate New Csmmon

York.

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I would urge \Stnnwn

with my colleague and friend the defeat
of both amendments before this ITouse.

The CHAIRMAN. All tine on this
amendment has expired.

The Chair will put the question on the
perfecting amendment, which is the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from New York (Mr. Ricxmoxp), first.

The question is on the perfecting
amendment offered by the gentleman
from New York (Mr. RICHMOND),

The question was taken; and the
Chairman armounced that he was in
doubt.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 222, noes 202,
answered “present” 1, not voting 8 as
follows:

It is our job to inform our constitutents - [Roll N°’ 70
that the dairy farmers are as much vie- - .. AYES—222
tims of inflation as the industrial Wage\_‘.:‘bzug i Ea:l %cpm\
earners and that 85 percent of parity Adams. TS
will help preserve our farms, even though fﬁ?ndf,l:,bo' EiS :rrgs Calt ";2“;’5; ¢
it does not even meet the cost of pro- Anderson, Emery:" Maguire
duction in some areas. We must explain Calif, ~Fshleman ~ Mann
that the interests of national domestic A0ersom Dl Evans.ind. . Mariin
- & ags -
production must take precedence over Archer Fenwick - Mazzol
provincial self-interest. : Asglbrook‘ /;mdley ~§ebca110
Some of the Members may think T am 43%1¢7. C(Rish - royner
politically naive in such an approach. I Badillo ‘Floria™.. .. Mikva
hope and pray that if this be the case, Bmﬂi; Ford, ’r,ez:m. %%ordcuu‘
Barre . iiier, .
I retain this type of naivete- durmg my atimai:_ Frenyel Minethe
service in this House. ard, R Frey Minish
Mr. HAYS of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, w1ll lI_‘ixell e, f‘g?)gnos S ~§;nb L Mg,
the gentleman yield? K enne aimo tche .
Mr. CORNELL. I yield to the gentle- “Brogi .  Godweter e
man from Ohio. * Blanchard giadison NGorhead, .
Mr. HAYS of Ohlo. Mr. Chairman, I {Bogss . reen Calif,
want to compliment the gentleman on ‘pofinz: . Pl “g;’;{‘em Pa.
his statement and say that, far from, Brademas) ~Hsnnaford = Mottl _
being naive, I think he Is very enlight- “Brodhead Harrington  (Murphy,
ened. There are two comments, if the Droorfeld — Harrle = Jiﬁ‘:fshg;f’"
gentleman will permit, that I would like _.Burke, Fla.'.., Hébert _Nedzt-

to make.

{ Burke, Mass.. Hechler, W.Va. Nix___

CANDIONTES TOR

SEWVATE
Yy . - -
Maerch- 20, 1672
Behroeg Studde Wiikg b
*g‘zﬁ vy &1ison,
. ninron™ “Chaurles B,
. SannisT T Calif,
bm .an Talcott Wil
; Wolft
{Thongag Wylle
J. William Vi Deerlin Yates
Vanik _YToung, Fia.
James V. Wenvers Young, G
Bleciman ulen ZEICT e!ﬂ .
. Stokes Whitehurst e
Stratton | Wiggins
NOES—202
Abdnor Grassley O'Hara -
Albert Hapedorn Passinan
Alexander Ha.ey Patman
Andrews. N.C. Hall Pattiron, K.Y
Andrews, Hamilton Perkins
N. Dak. Hummer= Pickle
Armstrong schmidt Poage
Aspin Hanley I'ressier
Baldus Hansen Preyer
Baucus Harkin Quie
Beard, Tenn. Harsha Qutllen
Bedell Hastings Randall
Bergland Hayes, Ind. Regula
Bevill Hays, Ohio Riegle
Biester Hefner Risenhoover
Blouin Hicks Roberts
Bonker Hillis Robinson
Bowen Hinshaw . Rooney
Breaux Horton Rose
Breckinridge Howe Roush
Brinkley Hubbard Runnels
Brooks Hungate Ruppe
Brown, Calif., Hutchinson  Rvan
Brown, Mich. Ichord Schulze
Brown, Ohie Jeflords ‘Sebelius
Burgener Jenrette Eharp
Burke, Calif. Johnson, Calif. Shipley
Burlesor, Tex. Johnson, Colo. Ehriver
Burllson, Mo. Johnson, Pa. Shuster
Burton, John Jones, Ala. Sikes
Burton, Phillip Jones, Tenn. Simon
Carr Kasten Siack
Carter Kastenmeler Smith, Iovs
Casey_ Kazen Smith, Nebr.
Cederberg Kemp Snyder
Chappell Ketchum Spence
Clausen, La¥Falece Stark
Don H. Landrum teed
Cleveland Latta telger, Ariz,
Cochran Litton Steiger, Wis.
Conable Lloyd, Tenn. Stephens
Cornell Long, La. ‘Btuckey
Daniel, Dan Lott e Tavlor, Mo.
Davis McCollister Tayicr, N.C.
de Ia Garza McCormack Teague
Dent McDade Thone
Derrick McEwen -~ ~ Thormton
Downing McHugh Traxler
Duncan, Tenn. McKay Treen
Eckhardt Madden Udall
Edwards, Ala. Mczhon Uliman
English Mathis Vander Jagt
Erlenborn Meeds Vander Veen
Esch Meicher Vigorito
Evans, Colo. Mezvinsky Waggonner
Evins, Tenn. Miller, Chio Walsh
Fithian Mitchell, N.Y. Wempler
Flood Mollohan White
Flowers Montgomery Whitten
Foley - Moore Wilson,
Ford, Mich. Morgan Charles, Tex.
Fountain Murtha Winn
Fraser Mryers, Ind, Wright
Fulton Natcher Wydler
Fuqua - Neal Yatron
Gibbons Nichols Young, Alacks
Gilman Nolan Young, Tex
Ginn Oberstar Zadblockl
‘Gonzalez Obey

ANSWFRED *“PRESENT"—-1

Danlel, Robert

i w.,Jr.
NOT VOTING—8
Broyhill Mills - Skubitz
" Flynt Mosher Waxman

Hightower Reuss . .

So the perfectmg amendment was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced

The first one is that at the rate peo- g“x%“ - \H:%Jz?" Mass” g"};‘r‘g;
ple are catching up with John The First, Carney® . Helstoskl - O'Netlt.
I think he may also be John The Last. ghtsholm, ggﬁde;;(‘)n gf‘gngex‘
The other comment 1is concerning ey . Del olianq " atten .
. Holt t i
Penn Central. I confess that I voted to g}:;‘ zon. \Hglfm&... }’gr,;%;?'{.‘f‘f“
bail Penn Central out. But the farmers ‘gg}ﬁ:n. G g%w:rgl J;‘legse:
of America did not steal themselves into- Co:lns, Ld. £hes - ike
T [4
the situation that Penn Central is in, 85 Soplee . Jecoms Bhifehara
some of the directors of Penn Central did. cConte N Jarma.n X allsback
Mr. McHUGH. Mr. Chairman, wili the fgg;g) e;:\ Jones, ‘33 ggsgel‘
gentleman yield? ~Gotter Cordans ™ Rhodes ..
Mr. CORNELL. I yield to the gentle- Coughlin  _ . Karth-> (g:ch;gondﬁ
man from New York. Crane ERelly haldo
Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Chairman, I would R AN 556 Rodipo
also like to associate myself with the fine Domlnicka Koch- Rogers. -
remarks of my spiritual adviser and col- Dn‘nleison :Iigxcbs\ Roncallo’,
. league, the gentleman from Wisconsin. gclf“l‘g 1};’:;5;” o %g:i?ntg:‘
1 wish to say that, liké my good friend, perwinskt -Leggets, Rousselot
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Devine _ Tehman) Roybal®
. RicuMoND), I, too, am & New Yorker. I £§£ t;Qmﬂ Len!‘ s gféfrmﬁ\n
had the privilege of being raised in "pijcars “Lioyd, Callf, .- Bantinfd
Brooklyn, as he was, and I have the Dodd) “Long. Ma. Sarnsin
privilege now of representing an upstate { ’ﬁ‘é’é‘f‘ . “»gﬁgm .
district which has 3 percent dairy Duncm Oreg. McCloskeqi  (Scheu
farmers. du Pont XcDonald \Bchneebeu 9

as above recorded.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gentle-
man from Illinois (Mr. FINDLE¥ "pTo-\
posing to strike the section. . .

The amendment was reJected.

Digitized from Box 17 of the Loen and Leppert Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



October 2, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF

THRU; VERN LOEN

FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR,
SUBJECT: Price Supports on Dairy Products.

Rep. Bill Wampler states that the Administration had better get busy
and work with the House Agriculture Committes oa the bill on dairy
price supperts which is now werking its way threugh the House Agri-
culture Committes.

Wampler expressed the hope that the Administration would not do
the same thing on the dairy price supperts as it has done on the farm
bill and the tobacce price support bill. He suggests that the Admini-
stration get in the game early with its position and werk semething
out,




\

December 17, 1975

I have a lot of figures that would refute P"é“:;fon' J? nneis
. sy Al e %
what my good {riend the scntlgmnn fron 0 e 3, s, el
Illlnoxs, (Mr. FinpLEY) has said but I do e pper g,:,':.n ;’i‘nyi'.ax . ;‘l‘é
not think it is necessary. Perking t Germain aylor, N.C.
3 ePey Smanting ~Teague
Mr. Speaker, I move the previous ques- ’,,fg‘ffe’ Pl FhomEsoh
tion on the conference report. Ponge Srgc?er Thone
o i 5 i w=Pressler chulze Thornion
The previous ques't;;)‘n was t:;den ci;l. op chrever = Sehehelius Lt
The SPEAKER. € question Frice — Seiberiing  ==Treen
the conference report. « Pritchard Sharp Tsongas
The question was taken; and the. g"men ‘zgg’}’:{ d’v:ggg: ;‘m
g u
Speaker announced that the ayes appear :R”mmck e Byieran Vigorito
to have it. d andall = Sikes L Waggonner
Mr. FINDLEY. Mr. Speaker, I object ~®ungel %::ion —-‘&j:(dr;hm
{3
to the vote on the ground that a guorum 45231. ‘Shkybitz S
is not present and make the point of Recuss ==Slack White
order that a quorum is not present. Richmond Smith, Towa "‘;!;ﬂwnc -
. Riegle =Snyder ilson, C. H.
The SPEAKER. E‘ idently a quorum Risenhoover Solarz © Wilson, Tex.
is not present. — Roberts = Spence w=Winn
-3 3 - ==Robinson Staggers Wirth
The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab Rodiac Rt Wright
sent Members. Roe J.Wiliam  Yatron
The vote was taken by electronic de- Roncalio Stgnwn-v "‘YT oung, aluk!
5 o , Ga.
vice, and there were—yeas 307, nays 111, Rooney v Yotos Tex.
not voting 16, as follows: Rosenthal  =Steed Zablockl
Rostenkowskl Steiger, Wis.  Zeferettl
[Roll No. 805] Roush ~Stephens
> YEAS—307 Roybal Stokes
Abdnor B:nt " —‘gones, Ala. NAYS—111
Abzug rric! ones, N.C. 7o — : -
Addsbbo e Dickinson ._-Jones, Tenn. Adams — Loy ’;‘fggkf’;‘d
Alexsnder Diges Jordan Anderson, —. Giaimo — L HBad
Allen Dingell Karth Calif. fGibbons Calit.
Ambro Dodd Pt sy Anderson, 11, —~Goldwater— AMosher _
Andrews, N.C. Dovwney, N.Y. Kastenmeier Axcher = agoadnzall = !Iggte?s e
Andrews, = Downing. Va. —Kazen fehley = e s
N. Dsk, = Duncan, Tenn_Kemp Bafalis g"d'n" oL
Annunzio -~  Eckhardt - Keys Barrett — ude — i
Armstrong Edgar —Kindness Tl == Hanoaford &  atien, NJ. =
T = Edwards, Als. Koch Blanchard — [Hansen Pettis
AuCoin Edwards, Calif. Krebs Brudbend =4 Ear ngion = N
Badilio Eilberg —Krueger Broomfield — Harris w— es
Baldus == Emery LaFalce AL Broyhill Hechler, W. Va~Rinaldo —
Baucus English ~—bandrum _ Buchanan— Helstoski—. ~ Rogers -

-~ Bauman ==Esch —Latta (7 Burgener Holt — Rousseloh =
Beard, RY. .Eshleman Leggett Butler _ Howard S’“ ”r’-g s -
Beard, Tenn, Evans. Colo. Lehman Clancy — Hyde — atterfield =
Bedell Evins, Tenn. Levitas Clawson, Del —~ Jacobs — Schneebeli
Bennett Fary | Litton .Collins, Tex. = Jarman — Schroeder —
Bergland Fascell Lloyd, Calif. Conlan — Jones, Okla. = fSmith, Nebr.
Bevill = Pish Lioyd, Tenn. Cotter — Eelly - Speliman ~
Biaggi Fithian «—Long, La. Coughlin — {tKetchum Steelman ™~

#* Blester ¥l - “wlott , Crane — Lagomarsino- [ Steiger, Ariz.
Bingham Florio —McCloskey —, Daniel, R.W. Lent Studds —
Blouin Flowers McCormack Danielsonws Long, Md.~— Symms -~
Boggs w Flynt McDade Dejlums — Lujan — Talcott —
Boland Foley . »McEwen Derwinski ~— McClory - Van Deerlines
Bolling Ford, Tenn. ~McFall Devine—  [McCollister  Vanik -~
Bonker - Forsythe McHugh Drinan— McDonald - thuen
Bowen Fountain McKay Duncan, Oreg—~ McKinney- Whitehurst =
Brademas Fuqua Madden du Pont— Madigan - Wigging —

we Breaux ~~Gilman ~Mahon o A Maon - ¥ lizon, Bob=
Breckinridge Ginn —Mathis -  Erlenborn —  Martin Mo
Brinkiey = Goodling Matsunaga Evans, Ind.-— Michel Wydier
Brooks rassley Mazzoli ..— Fenwick — Mikva — - Wylle =
Brown, Calif. . Guyer Meeds F;ndley - Milford — Yates -

< Brown, Mich.pHagedorn Melcher Fisher — Minish — Young, Fla. ~

e Brown, Ohio , Haley Metcalfe Frenzel -~ Mitchell, Md.~
Burke, Callf. = Hall Meyner ~ ING—.

Burke, Mass. Hamilton Mezvinsky RUENCTINCE=18

of Burleson, Tex. JHammer- ~ Miller, Callf. Ashbrook Hastings Sullivan
Burlison, Mo. schmidt w=Miller, Ohio Burke, Fla. Hébert Udall
Burton, John Hanley weMills Daniels, N.J. Hinshaw U}lman
‘Burton, Phillip ‘Harkin . Mineta Ford, Mich. Macdonald Waxman

<= ByTOon Harsha Mink Fraser Maguire
Carney gawhn& a ssiitchell, N.Y. Gaydos Moss 5 .

‘é;:’m H:i:;_"olfu; i‘,ﬂgg‘,}m The Clerk anncunced the following
Casey w#Heckler, MassMontgomery pairs:
w= Cederberg BEiner ==Moore Mr. Hébert with Mr. Ullman.
e gggﬁ,ﬁ& ::’,:’n‘;’;mn xgﬂ;&:ﬂd' % Mr. Dominick V. Dantels with Mr. Maguire.
& Clausen, Hicks Murphy, 0l Mr. Ford of Michigan with Mr. Ashbrook.
Don H. Hightower Murphy, N.Y. Mr. Macdonald of Massachusetts with Mr.
Clay o Hillis <Muritha Burke of Florida. .
i gloev;hnd ii‘;}’;:i::’.n ’?«“f’é Ind. Mrs. Sullivan with Mr. Moss. ‘.,\’
PITAs uicler Mr. Udall with Mr. Fraser. 4
Horton N

b ggﬂf:s_ . ciis N::x“z‘ Mr. Waxman with Mr. Hastings.

-t e o - o Messrs. DELLUMS and BUCHANAN
Conyers « Hungate Nowak changed their votes from “yea” to “nay.”
gg;"::lf ﬁ:‘;’a’mﬂ 8:,’:;5"" So the conference report was agreed to.
D’Amours Jeflords O'Hara The result of the vote was announced

w Daniel, Dan  Jenrette O'Neill as above recorded.

g IR 3 g g i A motion to reconsider was laid on
a=Delaney = Johnson, Pa. —Patman, Tex. the table.
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GENEK AL LEAVE

M1, JORLES of Teunessve. Mr. Sja ther
I usk unarumous consent that all Mems-
bers may have 5 lepiclative days in w hich
to revise and extend their remarks, and
include extraneous matter, on the con-
ference report on the Senate joint resc-
lution just agreed to.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman {rom
Tennessece?

There was no cbjection.

AUTHORIZING CLERK TO MAKE
NECESSARY TECHNICAL CHANGES
IN PUNCTUATION, SECTION NUM-
BERS AND CROSS-REFERENCES
IN ENGROSSMENT OF HR. 11184

Mr. WRIGHT. Mr." Speaker. I ask
unanimous consent that the Clierk be
authorized to make necessary technical
changes in punctuation, section numbers,
and cross-references in the engrossment
of HR. 11184,

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Texas?

There was no objection.

AUTHORIZING CLERK TO MAKE
CORRECTIONS IN SECTION NUM-
BERS, CASE REFERENCES AND
PUNCTUATION IN ENGROSSMENT
OF S. 2718

Mr. STAGGERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Clerk be au-
thorized to correct section numbers, case
references and punctuation in the en-
grossment of the Senate bill (8. 2718).

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from West
Virginia?

There was no objection.

REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT OF
CONFEREES ON S. 2718, RATL RE-
VITALIZATION AND REGULATORY
REFORM ACT OF 1875

Mr. STAGGERS. Mr. Speaker, 1 ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker's table the Senate bill (S. 2718)
to improve the quality of rail services in
the United States through regulatory
reform, coordination of rail services and
facilities, and rehabilitation and im-
provement financing, and for other pur-
poses, with a House amendment thereto,
insist. upon the House amendment, and
request & conference with the Senate
thereon.

The SPEAKER. Is thcre objection to
the request of the gentleman from West
Virginia?

Mr. CLANCY. Mr. Speaker, I object.

The SPEAKER. Objection is heard.

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
S. 2718, RAIL SERVICES ACT OF
1975

Mr. STAGGERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker's table the Senate bill (S. 2718)
to improve the quality of rail services in
the United States through regulatory re-
form, coordination of rail services and

o~
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 30, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

TO THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES:

I am withholding my approval from S. J. Res. 121, which would
increase the Federal support price for milk and require mandatory
quarterly adjustments, for the following reasons:

1. It would saddle taxpayers with additional spending at a time
when we are trying to cut the cost of government and curb
inflation.

2. 1t would stimulate excessive production of milk, discourage
consumption, force the Federal government to increase purchases
of dairy products under the milk support program and build up
huge and costly surpluses.

3. It would result in unnecessarily high consumer prices.

Under this bill, government outlays would be increased by $530 millionm,
including $180 million during the 1976-77 marketing year and $350 million
during the subsequent 1977-78 marketing year. In addition, consumers would
be required to pay an estimated $1.38 billion more at retail for dairy
products over the next two years.

If S. J. Res. 121 became law, the support level for milk would be set
at 85 percent of parity, with adjustments at the beginning of each quarter,
through March 31, 1978. This would result in substantial increases in the
support level over the next two marketing years without taking into account
either changing economic conditions or agricultural policies.

In disapproving similar legislation last January, I said: '"To further
reduce the demand for milk and dairy products by the increased prices
provided in this legislation would be detrimental to the dairy industry.

A dairy farmer cannot be well served by Government action that prices his
product out of the market." This is still the case.

As far as this Administration is concerned, future changes in the
price support level will be based, as in the past, on a thorough review of
the entire dairy situation. Major economic factors, including the level
of milk production, recent and expected farm prices for milk, the farm cost
of producing milk, consumer prices and government price support purchases
and budget outlays, will be considered. Elimination of this thorough review
by mandating an inflexible support price would be inadvisable.



As you know, present legislation provides the Secretary of Agriculture
with sufficlent flexibility to increase the level of milk price supports
between 75 and 90 percent of parity whenever the conditions indicate that
an increase 1s necessary and advisable. The two increases announced by the
Secretary of Agriculture last year--one in January and another in October-—-
should make it clear that this Administration intends to provide the price
assurance dairy farmers need.

In this regard, to ensure adequate milk price support levels, I have
directed the Secretary of Agriculture to review support prices quarterly,
starting April 1. If it appears necessary and advisable to make price
support adjustments to ensure the supply of milk, the Secretary of Agriculture
will do so.

In vetoing S. J. Res. 121, I urge the Congress to join me in this
effort to hold down Federal spending, milk surpluses and consumer prices.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 30, 1976

# # # # # #



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 30, 1976

Office of the White House Prass Secretary

—

THE WHITE HOUSE
TO THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES:

I am withholding my approval from S. J. Res. 121, which would
increase the Federal support price for milk and require mandatory
quarterly adjustments, for the following reasoms:

1. It would saddle taxpayers with additional spending at a time
when we are trying to cut the cost of government and curb
inflation.

2. It would stimulate excessive production of milk, discourage
consumption, force the Federal government to increase purchases
of dairy products under the milk support program and build up
huge and costly surpluses.

3. It would result in unnecessarily high consumer prices.

Under this bill, government outlays would be increased by $530 milliom,
including $180 million during the 1976-77 marketing year and $350 milliom
during the subsequent 1977-78 marketing year. In addition, consumers would
be required to pay an estimated $1.38 billion more at retail for dairy
products over the next two years.

If S. J. Res. 121 became law, the support level for milk would be set
at 85 percent of parity, with adjustments at the beginning of each quarter,
through March 31, 1978. This would result in substantial increases in the
support level over the next two marketing years without taking into account
either changing economic conditions or agricultural policies.

In disapproving similar legislation last January, I said: "To further
reduce the demand for milk and dairy products by the increased prices
provided in this legislation would be detrimental to the dairy industry.

A dairy farmer cannot be well served by Government action that prices his
product out of the market." This is still the case.

As far as this Administration is concerned, future changes in the
price support level will be based, as in the past, on a thorough review of
the entire dairy situation. Major economic factors, including the level
of milk production, recent and expected farm prices for milk, the farm cost
of producing milk, consumer prices and govermment price support purchases
and budget outlays, will be conmsidered. Elimination of this thorough review
by mandating an inflexible support price would be inadvisable.

(OVER)



As you know, present legislation provides the Secretary of Agriculture
with sufficient flexibility to increase the level of milk price supports
between 75 and 90 percent of parity whenever the conditions indicate that
an increase is necessary and advisable. The two increases announced by the
Secretary of Agriculture last year--one in Jsnuary and another in October—-
should make it clear that this Administration intends to provide the price
assurance dairy farmers need.

In this regard, to ensure adequate milk price support levels, I have
directed the Secretary of Agriculture to review support prices quarterly,
starting April 1. If it appears necessary and advisable to make price
support adjustments to ensure the supply of milk, the Secretary of Agriculture
will do so.

In vetoing S. J. Res. 121, I urge the Congress to join me in this
effort to hold down Federal spending, milk surpluses and consumer prices.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 30, 1976

# # ' # L i
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 30, 1976 u"
>
Office of the White House Press Secretary 4

THE WHITE HOUSE

TO THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES:

I am withholding my approval from S. J. Res. 121, which would
increase the Federal support price for milk and require mandatory
quarterly adjustments, for the following reasons:

1. It would saddle taxpayers with additional spending at a time
when we are trying to cut the cost of government and curb
inflation.

2. It would stimulate excessive production of milk, discourage
consumption, force the Federal government to increase purchases
of dairy products under the milk support program and build up
huge and costly surpluses.

3. It would result in unnecessarily high consumer prices.

Under this bill, government outlays would be increased by $530 million,
including $180 million during the 1976-77 marketing year and $350 million
during the subsequent 1977-78 marketing year. In addition, consumers would
be required to pay an estimated $1.38 billion more at retall for dairy
products over the next two years.

If S. J. Res. 121 became law, the support level for milk would be set
at 85 percent of parity, with adjustments at the beginning of each quarter,
through March 31, 1978, This would result in substantial increases in the
support level over the next two marketing years without taking into account
either changing economic conditions or agricultural policies.

In disapproving similar legislation last January, I said: '"To further
reduce the demand for milk and dairy products by the increased prices
provided in this legislation would be detrimental to the dairy industry.

A dairy farmer cannot be well served by Government action that prices his
product out of the market." This is still the case.

As far as this Administration is concerned, future changes in the
price support level will be based, as in the past, on a thorough review of
the entire dairy situation. Major economic factors, including the level
of milk production, recent and expected farm prices for milk, the farm cost
of producing milk, consumer prices and government price support purchases
and budget outlays, will be considered. Elimination of this thorough review
by mandating an inflexible support price would be inadvisable.



As you know, present legislation provides the Secretary of Agriculture
with sufficlent flexibility to increase the level of milk price supports
between 75 and 90 percent of parity whenever the conditions indicate that
an increase is necessary and advisable. The two increases announced by the
Secretary of Agriculture last year--one in January and another in October--
should make it clear that this Administration intends to provide the price
assurance dairy farmers need.

In this regard, to ensure adequate milk price support levels, I have
directed the Secretary of Agriculture to review support prices quarterly,
starting April 1. 1If it appears necessary and advisable to make price
support adjustments to ensure the supply of milk, the Secretary of Agriculture
will do so.

In vetoing S. J. Res. 121, I urge the Congress to join me in this
effort to hold down Federal spending, milk surpluses and consumer prices.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 30, 1976

# # # # # #
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years——or be used for manu!acturing In
the latter case, dairy.product prices
could fall precipitously; as production of
manufactured dairy products increased.

With regard specifically to the in-
reads of class I milk from Order No. 4
producers, it appears that New York
producers could. regain. their markets
and sales levels by bearing the costs of

farm to plant hauling -and reload sta-
tion ecosts. If New York. State dairy
farmers believe that-price equilibrium
with Order No. 4 milk for Class I
use would help regain their markets, I
would work with them in their efforts to -
amend the Federal milk order. I under-
stand that hearings on these amend-
ments are to be held in New York City
on February 17 and in Syracuse on Feb-. -
ruary 23. I intend to follow.these closely
and to do my utmost to assure that dairy
farmers preserve and ma.intain their
competitive position. .. %

I might add by way of. conclusion that
the original Senate version of- this bill
stipulated only that .the. Secretary' of
Agriculture was to.adjust.the support
level for milk on a quarterly basis rather:
than on the annual basis that now pre-:
vails..Quarterly adjustment would en-
able milk producers to keep pace with
increases in the prices they pay. I under-
stand that slippage between prices re-
ceived by dairy farmers and -prices paid
by them sometimes causes”the parity
percent to fall too low. This is why 1
supported the original Senate version of
this bill. The House version, however,
added the provision to mandate the 85
percent support level.It is that particu-
lar provision that is defective. -

The President’s -veto-of Senate Joint
Resolution 121 seeks to prevent unneces-
sarily high consumer prices, huge milk
surpluses, and additional taxpayer costs.

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, Pres-
ident Ford has vetoed Senate -Joint Res~
olution 121, which provides for support-
ing milk prices at a minimum of 85 per-
cent of parity, with adjustments to be
made quarterly in line with changing
production costs. After  thorough con-
sideration of all aspects-of this question,
I have deemed it in the best interest of
the dairy industry, consumers of dairy
products, and the-tdxpayers to vote to
sustain the President’s veto.

I want to emphasize, Mr. President,
that I am very sympathetic.to the prob-
lems of dairy farmers, and I firmly be-
lieve they deserve a fair return for their -
efforts. However, the present facts are
that milk prices are well above the sup-
port level in this bill, and, furthermore,
milk production has been increasing.
Dairy farmers do not need an additional
stimulus to spur production, in the face
of a constant or slightly declining de~
mand for fluid milk and most dairy
products.

Thus, while Senate Joint Resolution
121 purports to guarantee stability, it
very easily could create extreme insta-
bility by stimulating the overproduction
of milk., Should surpluses occur, dairy
prices would fall, and USDA would be
required to greatly increase its purchases
of dairy products at considerable cost to
the taxpayers. In fact, the estimated cost
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to me United States Treasury of t.his
legislation over the next several years is
expected to approach half a billion dol-
lars. The Congressional Budget Office has
also- pointed out that the cost of this
legislation exceeds the spending ceiling
which. Congress has imposed upon itself.
This ceiling, of course, is in excess of the
President’s budget. ..

- Nevertheless, Mr. Pr&xdent I feel both °
the -Congress and the a.dmlmstrat.ion
should treat the problems of the dairy
farmer with the utmost seriousness. To-
ward that end, Secretary of -Agriculture
Butz has today given his personal assur-
ance, and that of the President, that milk
prices will be supported at a minimum of
80 percent of parity. Furthermore, Secre-
tary Butz has agreed to examine the level

of. price support quarterly, and to make

the necessary adjustments to assure an
adequate supply of dairy products.

X am pleased that President Ford and
Secretary of Agriculture Butz have made
this commitmeni. We have achieved a

_.good compromise on this issue—one that
will provide price protection to the dairy -

farmeér and reasonable dairy product
prices to the consumer, without greatly
increasing the cost of dairy support pro-
grams: to the taxpayer. Having achieved
this commitment from the President, and
in light of the likely undesirable situa-
tion that would occur if this legislation
were allowed to become law, I urge the
Senate to sustain the President’s veto.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques~

-tion ‘is, Shall the joint resolution (S.J.
- Res. “121) pass, ‘the objections of -the

President of the United States to the con-
trary notwithstanding? On this question,
the yeas and nays are mandatory - under
the Constitution, and the clerk wﬂl ca.ll
the roll.:

. Thelegislative clerk called the rol]

“Mr: ROBERT C. BYRD. I announce
that the: Senator from Indiana ‘(Mr.
Bayn), the Senator from Mississippi-.
(Mr, EastLaND) , the Senator from Michi-
gan.(Mr. Parcre A. HarT), the Senator -
from- Washington (Mr. Jacksow), the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. Mec-
Govern), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. S'.rmms) and the Senator from
California (Mr. TUNNEY) are necessa.nly'
absent.

I further announce that the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr: McGEE) :s absent
on official business.

I also announce that the Senator from
Missouri (Mr. SymmveToN), is absent be-
cause of iliness,

On this vote, the Senator from Wash- -
ington (Mr. Jackson) and the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. McGovErN) are
paired with the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. Hrusxa) . If present and voting, the
Senators from Washington and South
Dakota would vote “yea” and the Sen-
ator from Nebraska would vote “nay.”

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. SymncTON) would vote “yea.”

Mr. GRIFFIN. I announce that the
Senator from Maryland (Mr. MaTHYas)
is necessarily absent.

I also announce that the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. Bmu'mr) is absent on
omcia,l business.

I :urther announce that t.he Senator
from Nebraska (Mr. Hausza) is absent
a.ttendmg the funeral of a friend. f

- The yeas-and nays resulted—yeas 37
na,ys 51, as follows:.

[Rolicall Vote No. 27 Leg.]

= YEAB—3T-
Abourezk Esrt Gsry -~ Mondale - -
Bentsen = ke > Montoya -
Bumpers Ha.-.keu - Morgan
Burdick . Hathaway Nelson
Byrd, Robert C: Huddleston -~ Proxmire
-Church . Humphrey . Randolphh
Clark Inouye Schwaizer -
Cranston Eennedy “Stafford T o
Culver Léahy = Stons I
Eagleton °  -Magnuson ! Talmadge =
Ford . ~ Mansfield -~“Young - -
Glenn i MeIntyre «iiiinii o
Gravel -~ Metcalf - i
o NAYS—81 =~

Allen Fong Pastore
_Baker & asrn e s )3 A
Beall <+ Goldwater -Pell - ¢
Bellmon . Grifin. . . . Percy = -
Biden Hansen - Riblicoft :
Brock Hatfield Roth
Brooke. . Helmsg" : Bcott, Hugh
Buckley s Hollings Bcott,
Byrd,» = . - Javits z . Willlam L.

Harry ¥, Jr. -Johnston Bparkman.
Cannon’ Laxalt 5 Stevens -
Case =~ Long. ° Stevenson
Chiles - McClellan - Taft
Curtis Mccmre . Thurmond
Dole Tower e
Domenici - Muakle Welcksr- 3
Durkin. .. Nunn . Williams .
Fannin - ‘Pa.ckwood Te i Sy

-NOT VOTING—12 .. - e T

Bartlett Hruska McGovern
Bayh Jacksan Stennis
Eastland Mathias . Symington
Hart, Philip A. McGee Tunney

The PRESIDING - OFFICER
HEerms) . On this vote the yeas are 37, and
the nays 51. Two-thirds of the Senators
present and voting, not having voted in
the affirmative, the joint resolution on
-reconsideration, failed of passage.

WETLANDS LOAN EXTENSION ACT :

Mr, MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask
the Chair to lay before the Senate a mes- —
sage from the House of Representatwes
on H.R. 5608, o>

The - PRESIDING . OFFICER (Mr.
Herims) laid before the Senate the -
amendments of the House of Representa-~ *
tives to the amendment of the Senate to
the bill (H.R. 5608) to extend until the
close of 1983 the period in which appro-
priations are authorized to be appropri-
ated for the acquisition of wetlands, to
increase the maximum amount of such
authorization, and for other purposes, as
follows:

Page 1, line 18, of the Senat:e engrossed
an;';g'd.ment, strike out *“1963” and insert:
“1082” ;
“ Page 1, line 19, of the Senate
amendment, strike out “000,000,”” and all that
follows thereafter” and insert:-"000,000.” .

Page 2, line 2, of the Senate engrossed
amendment, strike out “715k~53)" and in-
sert: “715k-5)",

Page 2, line 7, of the -Senate’ engrossed
amendment, strike out “1983” ” and insert:-
#1983, -

Page 2, line 8, otthasensmengroued
amendment, strike out * “year;” " and insert:
Mye" l’

Page 8, line 7, of the Senafe engmsspd

amendment strike out "mnd ' and insertt X _

“fung’. .

(Mr.

o






