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DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 20220 

June 30, 197 5 

Dear Bob: 

I think this coinage chan ge, which is the most 
important and largest coinage change we have had in the 
nation 1s history, would make a wonderful and patriotic 
theme for the Pre sident. 

Coins touch the hand of every man, woman and 
child in this country and will se rve to remind everyone that 

is h a ndling them of our great pride and love for our country. 

With this I am sending you a complete kit on the 

d evelopment of the coinage change. I just felt that this was 

too important to be buried and would be a marvelous vehicle 

for the President to be using somewh ere as he goes around 
the country. 

Thanks a million. 

The H onorable 
Robert T . Hartmann 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 2 0 500 

Mary Brooks 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 22, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT HARTMANN 

FROM: WILLIAM NICHOLSON V)uJ~ 
SUBJECT: Bicentennial Coins 

I followed up on our discussion of July 17 concerning Mary Brooks presenting 
a bicentennial coin set to the President. However, these turn out to be the 
same coins that Mary Brooks and John Warner presented to the President 
in November. Mrs. Brooks' office does not feel another White House ceremony 
is warranted at this time. 

They had hoped the President might call further attention to the new coinage 
during his travels . Therefore, I am returning the material to you. 

Digitized from Box 9 of the Robert T. Hartmann Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Three cheers for no~hing 
It's a good thing the American Revolution Bicentennial Ad­

ministration officials, _sitting autocratic~lly in their town house 
just across from the White H<~use, did not found this nation. We' 
fear our country would have disintegrated within a few decades 
under their disorganization, short-sighted judgement and reason, 
not to mention a lack of sensitivity, fairness and knowledge of 
what reaches Everyman for the longest time. 

Nearly one million dollars have just been given.away by the 
ARBA. Most of it was derived from the sale of Bicentennial 
medals to collectors. 
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The American Numismatic Association, a federally Congratul~· 
chartered organization, asked for $50;000 of this money to develop gold coin in o 
a numismatic Bicentennial program. Did it get one red cent? No. curses on th 

Instead, the -money went to a wind symphony, a hiking-ski of gold is pe "phased out 
touring group, the Camp Fire Girls and something called "Opera- How ridiculo 
tion Sail 1976". Then there was money for a wagon train, garden Who can 
clubs council and groups with gimmicky, contrived names that _ price and a 
defy journalistic interpretation. , Arabian oil 

ANA executives spent hours preparing two applications to Treasury fo 
comply with the unduly complicated ARBA guidelines to qualify Jack Ben 
for funds. ANA qualified in every way, in our estimation, based smal~ . .. onl 
on the perpetuity of numismatics, the worthiness of the project, Thmk of 

aM the. ~~~t -~~ _i~~- -?.?=~-~-:~~ :~r:~~e .. ~~~ !~, ~~e __ n_e_a_r,_~~l!~on ~~ri~~~ ~~ 



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
 



3UIJ.i 

NO.H>NIHSVM 

3SnOH 3.LIHM 3H.L 

• 

:mo.t ;r ... ~ 



FINALISTS: The National Sculpture Society 
jury will select no more than six plaster mod­
els suitable for coinage reduction and submit 
them to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The final selections of new designs for the 
reverse side of the coins by the Secretary 
of the Treasury will be made after recommen­
dations submitted from a committee composed 
of the Director of the Mint; the Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing 
and Urban Affairs; the Chairman of the House 
Committee on Banking & Currency; the Chair­
man of the Advisory Committee on Coins and 
Medals of the American Revolution Bicenten­
nial Commission; and the Fine Arts Commis­
sion. 

If no submitted design is found by the Sec­
retary of the Treasury to be satisfactory aes­
thetically or technically for the coining process, 
no contract will be awarded. 

AWARD: A contract award of $5,000 will be 
given to the designer of each of the final de­
signs selected by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Under the contract, the designer must agree 
to make any revisions required by the Director 
of the Mint in preparing the final coinage 
model and agree to provide necessary technical 
services in the production of the dies at the 
United States Mint at Philadelphia. Necessary 
expenses will be paid. At that time, the win­
ning designer's initials will be incorporated 
into his design. 

All sketches, photographs, models or other 
materials submitted to the National Sculpture 
Society shall become the property of the 
United States and may be used and disposed 
of as determined by the Director of the Mint. 
Such items will not be returned to the de­
signers. 

Neither the United States nor any officer, 
agency, agent or employee thereof shall be 
liable to the sculptor for the use by any person 
of any idea, plan or design expressed or exe­
cuted by the sculptor in connection with the 
work. 
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The National Sculpture Society on behalf of 
the Department of the Treasury invites com­
petition for new designs for the reverse side 
of the dollar, half-dollar and quarter-dollar 
coins to be struck by the United States Mint. 

ELIGIBILITY: Open to all sculptors who are 
citizens of the United States and WHO ARE 
CAPABLE OF EXECUTING A PLASTER MODEL 
compatible with the coining process. Members 
of the panel of judges and sculptors of the 
U.S. Government are not eligible. 

THEME: Emblematic of the Bicentennial of 
the American Revolution-1776-1976. 

The Portraits of Presidents Dwight D. Eisen­
hower, John F. Kennedy and George Washing­
ton remain on the obverse of the dollar, half­
dollar and quarter-dollar respectively. The date 
inscription on the obverse will be changed by 
the Mint to 1776-1976 in honor of the Bicen­
tennial year. 

SUBMISSIONS: Limited to one design by any 
sculptor. Design may be a drawing on black 
and white media within a 10" circle, or a photo­
graph, of like diameter, of a model. Either must 
be mounted on an illustration board, 11" x 14". 

Submissions and judging are to be anony­
mous; they shall bear no identifying mark of 
any kind but shall have affixed to the back an 
opaque sealed envelope containing the name 
address and telephone number of the author. 

No payments will be made for expenses in­
curred in the preparation of such sketches or 
photographs. 
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INSCRIPTIONS: The coinage laws require 
the coins to have on the reverse side the in­
scriptions "UN ITED STATES OF AMERICA," 
"E PLURIBUS UNUM," and the denomination. 
To permit the Director of the Mint to use any 
design for any of the three denominations, all 
designs must include the maximum lettered 
denomination "QUARTER DOLLAR." The in­
scriptions should not be abbreviated and 
should be in capital letters. 

DELIVERY: The sketch competit ion will ter­
minate on December 14, 1973, on which date 
the sketch or photograph must have been 
delivered, charges prepaid, to the National 
Sculpture Society, c/o United States Bullion 
Depository, West Point, New York 10996. 

SEMI-FINALISTS: A panel of judges. chosen 
by the National Sculpture Society will select 
not more than 12 designs. This panel will con­
sist of Robert A. Weinman, sculptor, Chairman; 
Adlai S. Hardin, sculptor; Ju lius Lauth, ed itor 
of medals; Gilroy Roberts, sculptor; and Elvi ra 
Clain-Stefanell i, coins and medals curator. 

Each author of the selected designs may be 
invited by the Treasury Department to submit 
his design in the form of a plaster model of 
the following specifications: 

Plaster models may not exceed s112 inches 
in diameter. The extreme depth of relief from 
the border to the deepest part may not exceed 
5/32 of an inch and the highest part of the 
design must be kept slightly under the level of 
the border. For coinability, areas of high relief 
on the obverse side should be opposite areas of 
low relief on the reverse. Reverse designs are 
inverted relative to the obverse designs. 

Any submitted model shall bear no signature 
or mark of any kind, but shall have attached 
to its back an opaque sealed envelope con­
taining the name, address and telephone num­
ber of its designer. 

Plaster models submitted at the request of 
the Treasury Department which meet such 
requirements and specifications will be pur­
chased for the sum of $750 each by the 
Treasury Department. 
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