
The original documents are located in Box 13, folder “Vietnam - General” of the Richard 
B. Cheney Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



Digitized from Box 13 of the Richard B. Cheney Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



p (... : ~. ·~--.. 

. - . :: 

INR•07 

~93268 

~M A~t~o6~~~ ~AIGON 

TJ S~CST tT ~ WASHDC 41~4 
/'.iTf:JN 
]:i.J:if8i\N -~---
r:: ______ _ 

r ,.rl • l t 6 11 "-! : G l) s ' . '-" -~--·------

"!' ·- r.. ' • p .. I"! -~ - \1 ;., 
.~ " • • - ,._ I ' '.If • ... c.,, ,.. i! l ~iT ~I-< T n P~ES 'I' or: NT FUR() F~OH I f'IWf.R HUUSE 51-lf..AKt.R 

· 1·.!1.~ II Y t ~l j A C A fo.l AND SEN AT 1:: P R i;: S lr:l c N"j T P "N V AN LAM ------ --- ----------

•. '": ~t:.P.t: FnLLI.JWS TEXT OF ~aE:TTf."f 1·0 PRESIDt.NT. ~ 01-(D FROM LEADeR~ - ______ __ 
r!f 'lht:- Tlli U i-!fiU~ES OF THE ~VN NATTUNil ASSt:MSLY. TEXT iS NOT : BEING _______ _ 
:A i.., i 1!:. f. I I i:,; L ~ r: H i;;. p r. 0 u .i T H t. R t.. !'I 0 IJ L i,; b E N 0 0 B J F. c T I D f'l T 0 M A K l N G I t . ----- --- - -
Pur-\L.!L- p! wASHINGTON., ORIGI1~.AL. bElNt.; POUCHELI t::~/VN,. C<; -f•: ., _______ _ 

-·· ssu ~? - - ---· 

'u oF0!N l~XT: SAIGON, MARCH 24, 1975M DEAR M~~ PRESIDENT; (' ~ , f , ,..., ~ 

_-.,.. .. _ - - -'--

~~ ~~~ct ~t MTING T~~ TWO CHAMBERS OF THE VlETNAM~Sf NATIONAL 
:'\ ~ ~- t.. r~ r;. ;_ Y ~ \>1 f. i"l A K E 8 0 L D IN W K! TIN r. T 0 Y 0 U L1 N 8 t. HAl r 0 F TWENTY 
'1~: L. ":'GN S0 1JTI-l V!F:TNAt1ESE.p !i~CL.UDir~G MORE T~~N ~ALl" A MIL.LlON NEw 
:.:- t.:. r; ~' r; t: ~ y •..: !> lJ St. n 8 y THE I'( E ~ E 1~ !.- C 0 ~1M UN! S T ATTACKS X N 0 U R C 0 UN T R '( • 

~u ~F A R~ WH ift~G TO YO~ AL~O AS ALLIES SINCE THIS hA~ wHICH 
HA ~ Sf AHT ~n, PERPETUATED AN0 NLIRTUR~~ NEI1HER BY lHE UNlTfO STATE~ 
~0 ~ ~y ~n~TH VT~TNAM HAS BOUND THt UfSTINIE5 UF OUR TWO NATIONS 
-:- u r. t. T 1·1F !< J. 1-J T t 1 F. L ~ s T T W u 0 E C A jj E S • W E A C C E P T t:. D i H E C H A L. L E N u E 
'! L• r~ r. 'f n F ~' 11 ~J u .i. T ): S 0 N L Y F l T T I N G T li AT WE T k I t;; D T u S 0 LV E T H t::. P RUB L. EM 
Tu~tT~ ~K : TO~~THEH THt Uu~g AND ~OUT~ VIETNAM WENT TO PARlSr 
~ v r. "-- ; • • r. t\ t'• F ~ l ~ N E 0 T HE A G K E ~ ~1 L N i 0 N E: N D l N G T H E ~ A R A N U k EST U R l N G 
' c.i. n:· Hi V!L Tn t.~1 , TUGETHEK WE GAVE OUR \'10~0 ANn GUARf\NTE!£ THAT wE 
: u II Lf"t ,;, t: .;. P c C 1' r T A "' D F ll L F l L L. 0 U f< 1,.; 11M M l T MEN T ti AS T n E Y ARt::: DE F I N E 1.) 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 123:6 Sec. 3.4. 

fl.tf( 'l 3 -s 1J ~ 3'~ M. ltr- ~f-t}....___ 
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-: ·, ;!it:_ 1-' ."'k!~ p.r.~F.t:MENT o THI:: . 4(,t=<EEME'NT WAS FULI.OI'lEU tiY A INTERNATION~L 
U.: i i r- ;= t ·. '- N r. r-. tl I T H A ilj I N T ERN A T I 0 N A L. ACT w H I C H M .A 0 E E X PL. I C I T ALL. THE 
~MFA T P~WtRS1 GUAkANT~ES OF ITS VALIDlY~. 

~~ l 7 H~~ IN THlS BELIEF THAT Wt IN TH~ VlETNAHESt L~~~~LATlVE 
r 1 u.r < C 11 :, T H f'J N G 1.. V llto< G E D 0 U R P K E b I U F N T T 0 S I G N · T N F. P A R l S A G R E: E t1 E N T , 
~H I!~ ~P !~bTN~ AN HONORA~Lf END TO TH~ DIRtCT COMHlTTM~NT OF AME~ICAN 
' ,.; n l: ~; \:• .:. ~~ V 1 E TN AM ~ T H US , t'<i 0 0 t ... E C ;. N B L AM E US f 0 R ~ ANT l N G T 0 P R 0 I. 0 N G 
YHF w~Q nk HOl KE~PlNG OUH END OF TH~ BARGAlN, 

r .. ;.. r T li A T T Hi F. 1 ;; E WERE G ! V F.: N ~ S SUR A N C E S B Y T H t. UN I T t;; 0 ST ~ T E S ) 
• .., ;1 , , '!' 1 r-; E-, · ·':l n v H. T u tH u N A Jlj D ~=< ~ 0 cHI N A w ILL. GRAD U A I. L \' R E 0 U C E THE l R I ~· 
~ < : p · ,, P Y "" T u 1 n N u R T H V lET N AM .. t:Hl T l H r; E){ P E k IE N C E S 0 r THE LAST 
-: ."j 11 Y t. t. H :;; S .i. N 1.. F. T hE C f A ::IE F ! K E S H C'l W E' D HIS T 1::. A U AN U i"4 P R c C E 0 E NT E 0 -
r. t,; '~" L rl n; C: J' rl G !I 1-' HAN Cl I 1 ~ M !L..! T A k V A R S ~ N A l • 

7 w I I .; 1·' c ~ i;. ~. L ~ 0 G l v ~ N A s suR M-1 (.. E s H4 AT T;; E u N I T E 0 ~ T A i ~ s w 0 u 1.. D 
t~u tlT ':r·l llt USJ.Nb J.TS PDI~ER, Jt'l t.;OMRINATinN W!lH THE Pt:,l-i;:,uAS~V'r. i"OW!:.K 
~~ ~~~!N~ AN~ MOSCOw, TO RESTRAIN NORTH VIETNAM AND ~NFONCE TrlE 
~tSF~L7 nF THt CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT. HANOI, l)F COUHS~, WENT ON 
F~nuNiiNG ~VEkY PkOVISION OF THE CEASEFIRE AGREEM~NT ~VER SINCE, 

~. .. A~' u T h f k ~,; C1 n M I T ME NT W A S E V E 1'4 l N C 0 R P 0 R AT C. D I NT 0 1 l-1 Ei. T t: X T 0 F T HE; 
Ab~t~r~ ~T: ~I~T~FN 0AYS AfTER ThE CEASEFIRE WfNT INTO EFFfCT, ALL 
NU~~ ~ VIFrNA~t~t TROOPS WERE TO BE REMOVEU FRUM LAOS ANO CAMBODIA, 
~ 1 u ioi ~~ ~· P '- 1 H M N T l'l 0 V E A R S H A V ~ E L A P ~ E: 0 AN u 'I E N S 0 F ·f H U U ~ A N I) S 0 F' 
"!' r1 F n ~; P t:. S T l L 1.. I N T HE S E N E ! G H B. Q R I N r; C 0 UN T 1\ I E S • 

"'~ :-.~~~•!,it'!; rllLL WELL. WHAT THE COMMUNIST Lt:.AI)ERS IN hANOI WERE 
I!P !'1~ Trc~ uNJ.TtD STATES HAS, ON . SEVF.RAL UCCASIONS, PROMISED 
v,;.r.uout t~ ~NiJ j,"1MEOIATE REACTHlN IN CASE NORTH VIETNAM LAUNCI'IEL) AN 
r~;t~~~~v Fg Nnw THEY HAV~ ACCUMULAT~D MORE THAT fiGHTY THOUSANU 
v J, l l 1.. t; l Y U ~~ .., u F T HE C E AS E f' I ~F. A N D A R E L AU N C h I N G W H A T I S B t. I N G THE 
i ·d~ ~:~~-'">T •\ 1-ll) MUST POWERFUL o~·Ft.NSIVF OF THt:. ENTIRE WAR. . 

~~a~ Tnc; IINIP·:v ST~TES AI.,SU PRuMI~~D Ub TO CONTINUt: TO PROVIUE 
:-;I J M ~· .,,. " ~n T ..;. L M J. L I T A R Y AN u C, C UNUM I C A l 0 , N 0 T F 0 R f HE. P UK P US~ U F 
: ::.Jl_. '7>-,f'r~!I·IG TrtE WAR BUT SiMPLY bEC'A USE THt. LJEfENSE. OF PI:. ACE MuST 
-: ::; u~ 4HP~ 0 A~D fCnNOMIC STRENGTH. THE ~~~HT OF S~LF•OETERMINATlON 
'' · ; " :.. b n L• i ti V I t. T N A ME S E P t IW Lt. T H AT W A S S U L !::. M N L Y UPHELD A N D 
•·I..Ui i''l\,,;"t;~ll oV THE PARI~ AGRt;E~1F::NT \~OliLD TURN UlJf 10 Bt. tMPTY WOND~ 
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!f IT ~A~NOT ~E A~SUR~n TH~ CONDITIONS IN W~ICH IT CAN ~E 
FXPf<F~~t.n FUU.V AND FI'<EELYP NOT liNDt:.R Tt;f: Tn~t.~T OF NAKED FORCE, 
""ti!IS so~1t:.RlC~N CUNTINUE.D A!D TO Mt>.!NTAIN A t':ERTAlN Dt.GI<t!t. uF 
RAI.ANCE 0~ FOkCES IS A SINE QUA NUN CUNDITIUN Of PEAC~ IN OUR TORTURED 

t.fLf THlS IN rACT WAS EVEN WRITlEN INTO THE AGREEMENT UNDER TtiE 
elAv~E OF ONE~TO•ONE REPLACEMENT OF ARVN tQUIPM~Ni. THE VeRY 
PknVt~!UN n~ ONE•TO•ONE REPLACEMENT REFLECT~D OUR GOOO~lLL ~OR 
PchC~ - SINCE IT PRtCLUDEU ANY tSCALAT!ON IN THE AID. INSTEAD OF 
TY~MG Trlf ~U~STION OF MILITAPY AID THAT COMES TO SAlGON TO TH~ 
l .EVfl OF AlO H~CElV~D BY HANOlt THE nNE·TO~ONE REPLACEM~NT -
PHnvt~IUN TN lTSELF REPkESE~TEO A CEILING Of AI~ 10 SOUTH VIETNAM, 
YtT Wt HAV~ NUT RECEIVED ANYTH!NC. APPROACN!NG ONE•TU 5 0NE 
.;;.tP!,..AC.~Mi:iJi, THUS ~ESULT!NG DRASTlC REtH.JCT!ON Of UUR GAPA8lk-ITIE:S~ 
. ~:.i>~ 1 v~X ::;u-;- ~~ St:'!;;~! ~!RPLANE:.S !N Oil~ t.,Rt'IEU 1"0!-ICi:;.S ARE GROUNuEu 
FUR L~CK OF FUEL 0~ SPARE PARTS. OTHEHS WERE OE~TROYEO ~y ENEMV 
AN~I~AI~~kAFT WITHOUT GETTING RE:.PL~C~D. OUR FlR~PO~ER AND MOBILITY 
~AVE ALL 6EEN SEVEQELY LIMITED RESULTING lN AN UNPR~C~DENTEU 
LUW•LtVtl CAPACITY. AND ALL Or TH~S ~AP~tN~u NOT OCAUSE W~ 00 
NOT HAVe TH~ MANPOWER CALL uUk PILOTS ARE STILL TrlERE) OR BECAUSE 
W~ AQ~ U~HlLLlNG TO FIGHT FUR OUP SURVIVALQ 

~leA~ A RESULT OF THE ABOV~·SAID DEFECTION,J WHAT CAN NOT dE SfEN 
i. L.U.f·d.Y HlS(.JlllH V~ETNAM lS THE INCRt:A&!NG Ot;.T~RlORAliON ON lHt;. 
~l~UATIUNMV TnOUSANDS OF PEriSONS HAVE BEEN KI~LED AND HUNOR~DS 
flF THOll~ANOS uF OTHERS HAVE FL.ED TO THE GOVt.RNMtNT CONTROI..Lt.D 
A~F.hS, LEAVlNb 6EHIND ALL THI~R PROPEHTIESo 

'3~ ~IV£N THF CO~MUNIST SUPfRIORITV IN FikE~OWE~ AND MANPOWtR 
A~ A ~E~UbT OF THEIR VIOLATIONS Or THE PEACt AG~E~MtNT WITH 
!MPUNlT1, THE GREATEST CONCERN NOW PR~VAILING IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
Y~ THI:. OIRF.:CT THRt::AT OF A. QUICK OVF.R•RllNNJ.NG OF MANY AREA~ lN 
't-,F r.:OUNTr\ V BY COMMUNI S.T F Ot<Ct;S • 

~ 4 ~ \•1 tiEr~ T H t-. P A R I ~ A G R E EM t:: NT ~ A S S I G N t; D , 1 T W A 5 H f\ IL. E: L) AS A. 
Full~'~"'~ TlOli OF A PEACE WI Tr1 HONOUP, S I Nt":E l T WAS ENT l Rl:.L Y tW J:L T 
n N fH~ ~RlNCIPLE OF StLF•UETE~MINATION OF THE SOUTH VlETNAMtS~ 
P t.JH' l t. • \•' t 0 ll k ~ 1:. L \f F. S W 0 U L D C 0 N T PI U F T 0 8 E L I E V ~ S 0 , n AU I T B t;. E N 
.": !,;PvPuL(;li~L Y ~ESPECTEO f3 Y NURTH V J. El N AM, JUST AS 1 HE UN I TED 
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-GONF I DENT !AI: 

s~ n Tf ~ ~NU TH~ REPUbLIC OF VIETNAM HAVE DUNE. 

· ~u ~ uT ruN l RA~Y TO OUR HUPE THE FOUNOAliUN Of " PEAC~ IS SEV~RELY 
~ ~ R~tl ~ N EU cE~AUSE THE NORTH VItTNAM~SE HAVE UNCE ~GAIN OEClO~D 
~ u ~F tK ~ MlL~TARY CONQUE~T OF SOUTH VIfTNAMo 

1D. A~ ~ MATTtR OF EMERGENCY~ T~ERFFMHE, WE RESPECTFU~LY URGF 
YGI! T~ Th~E ALL ThE NtC~SSARV ACTlONS TO PRESERVE TH~ PEACE AND 
~ U k ~l~W NnRTPUbCTZVH 8106NUSDVHKECYD !lZ# 
F.Q K ~ 
l .~~ u n ~ AYLl~AMuiTION. WE RESPECTFU~LY N~QUtST THAT VOU DO WHAT EVE~ · IS 

Rt:.flU Tt<:F iJ :· !"'; 
( ~ k~ 6TuR~ TH~ PARIS AGRE~MtNT 10 THE !NIT!Al CONDITION, THAT IS 
T l, ~ n ~ r t THt ~OMMUNIST 8ACK TO THfik POSITION~ WHICH ~XISTEU ON 
, Y t. ~I U A h V ? 7 d ~·n 3 AND 2 e P P 0 M P T l,. V SUPPLY US W l T r1 URGENT ME. AN S T 0 
l" ltl i f! l L~ A"fi,..CI\ THi::. OFFENSIVE., 

~7 u I N THl~~ YOU CAN ONLY Bt H!GHl, FOR · !N DOING SO VOU WlL~ ~E 
llf.'HGI. tJ!N r. THE iWO MOST SA CRt.D RIGHTS OF A~L t-.lATlO~S: THE t<IGHT 
YC ~F~F~ nt F tNbE CUNSECRATED !N THE UNlTED NAT!ONS CMAt<TfR A~D T~E . 
~~ GrT 7 ~ ~ LF P OETERMINATION ON A PEOPL~·TH~ VEHV ROOT OF 
AMFN' l hN U~MO~RACYe 

! ti,. rf'., CLO ~ INL.;, WE ~OULO LIKE TO T~ANK yOU FOR YOUR Gt:NEROUS, ANO 
VJ ~~LJ ~l' t•P l,;; l !Ci OUR COMMON 5TRUGC::LF AND lilt ~ISH VQtJ · I!VERY ~UCCE'SS 
YN lWt HF k VY RESPO~SISILIT!ES THAT ynUR HIGH OFFICE, MR PRESI~E~T, 
r, t \i Li L v F. ~ U P U N v U U f~ P E t< S U ~~ i 

'~u 5 1NC F ~ ~LV V~URSp NGUVtN BA CAN~ SP~AKt.R OF THE HOUSE OF 
R t:. P K f ,., f.. f'l T to T l V t;. S 0 r· T H t. R E P U t1 L l C 0 F ,;;.ilJ I E T N A M 1 T I< A N V A N ~ A M , 
PkFb!~FN T n ~ TH~ ~ENATE OF THE REP~1LlC OF VIETNAM. . 

~0 , P k fS T~ ~ NT ~ERALC FO~D, fHt ~HlTE HOUS~, WASHINGTON, DaCa 
n.ri TL 'n .. 
t t. ,..,,.., f ~; ~.: 

-e 0 ~J F" I bE M T I b L 
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(" " .. .... . . -....... ..... . _ ____ _ 
~w ~F~DL~tMTJN~ T~E TWO CHAMBERS OF THE VlETNAMESt NATIONAL 
:'I~;.,~~~ r.. ~ ~· , l·l i:: tl .:\ i\ E 8 0 L 0 _! N W ~! T IN G T 0 Y 0 U LJ N F3 t:;. H ~ L F 0 F T ¥;EN.'( Y 
·~~: L ~(it>,J SO'JTI-! Vlf:'TNHH:;sc.~ Ii~CL.UDI!~G f-IORE Tf..!AN HALF A MIL.LlON NEW 
~ C ~ ~: r~ t: >-:.;. t,; .AU 5 r. f) by THE l'i E ~ E 1~ ! ." e 0 ~~ M UN IS T ATTACKS IN 0 U R C 0 'J N 1 R" o 

~o ~F AR~ WHitTNG TO YOU AL~O AS AlL!tS SINCE Th!S hAR ~HlCH 
~AS SfA~Ttn, PE~PfTUATEO AN0 NURTUR~O NtilHER BY lHt UNlTtD STATE~ 
l~U~ ~, ~n~TH VT~TNAM hAS BOU~D THt UfST!NlES LJF OUR T~ O NATIO NS 
-:- u r; !-. '!' H r: f< l ~J 1· t tf-: l. A S T T W tJ u E C A (! E S • W E At. C E r- 1· t D ·r H E C H A l. L t:. N l; E 
:· L·C;r~;,r-t' ~~_~!U .i. 'f ):~ONLY fliTING ihAT WE Tk!t;;D Tu SCiLVt THt. PRUBL.E M 
1'ur.t. '!'r.'-;-;: iQf;t.THEI: THt:. Lia~" AND f'OUTH VIETNt\,M WeNT TO PAf·?!Sr 
.. 0 r. ;.:. '!' .,,-:- f{ t>• ~ :; l ~ N E [l THE A G ~ E t: ~~ UH 0 ~! F=: !~ D l N G P ·l E rl A R AN U k EST 0 R l N G 
" c • Ct. H: \· I~ T t·l t- ~1, TUG t ThE!'{ i'l E GAVE. () U R ii 0 ~ l1 ANn GUM~ ANTE F. THAT \"1 E 
·. :ut!Ln ,.;,t:c:.!-' -=cT rT A~'D FliLF~Ll. OUR t:OMM.lT~lENT~ AS T:--~EY ARt: OEt'INEO 

TEiJf~l" J DE N r 1 t:L 7 
I 
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-:; ;11t:_ f' ."'k!~ .'\r.I{Et:MENT a TH~ . l1(1REEME'NT \LIAS FIJLL.Di'IEIJ ~y A INitRNATIONAL 
;"":t..,;ii,.;:-, .. ::r~Cr. ~.IlH A('li INTEFWA"''IONAL. ACT \'IHlCH Mlil.lE EXPLICIT All. THE 
r. !~ F A 1' P u W t:-. R S ' r. U A k A NT t. E S (.J f: I T S V A L I D l T ~ c 

~~ 1~ ~h~ IN THl~ BELIEF THAT W~ IN TH~ VlETNAHE~t LEGI~LATlVE 
r- t·: t.r<\.:1 ~ TrHJNGl. V llto<GED OUR Pr-<E~ I ()FN'i' TO SIGN· Tt1E PA~< lS AGRf.Et1E!'Ii, 
"i ' H!!~, r·~UJ,,'TNr. AN H0i'llnRAt3LC: END TO THE DIRt:.CT COMMl7THt::NT OF AMEKICAN 
-;- ,.; n t; ~ ~- .:. ~i V 1 E: T "J A t·t , THUS , N 0 n hE C ~ N 8 L. AM E US F 0 R l'f ANT l N G T 0 P iW 1.. 0 N G 
"''t1 1-. v;,q n~'< rJOl KEC:PlNG OUH E.ND OF iH~ BARGAlNu 

r ., ;.. -r T 1~ fl T T X 1'1 F. 1 r, E W E R t G I Y F: fi ,A S S U R A N C E S A Y T H t. U N I 'f t;; D S .T A T E S ') 
~· ,-; r' T 1 H·. . -~ n V !t. T U t~! UN A I~(") k t: D CHI N A W ILL u R AD lJ ALl 'Y R E 0 U C E '\"HE I R / £~ 
~-:: l.,..,,Fy uTU 10 NuRTH VlETNAMo t:HlT Hit: EXPEt<!ENCE~ Or THE LAST t 
-:- ,of n Y r-. •'• t< !' S l ,.H., F. T h F. C t A ~ t: F ! t< E ~ ti ('II'~ E' D HI S T t:. Au AN U i'< P f< E C E 0 E NT t 0 - / · 
t:u"Lf1P•c:Trlt:: til" HAN0! 1 ~ MH.!TAkV ARSC.:NAL" 

~· o l1t: !-'~.:-Pt. ;;.L::-0 G!Ve:N ASSUR~i-JLES TI--IAT ThE -U!HTEO ~iAit.S WOUl..D 
r. u r Jt :r (; I J t u ~ J. N b J, 1 s 1-' lJ I 'I t. I'( , i 1'1 L u M ii J. N ,1.\ -, ll J N N I 'i r; I n c: r " ;.; ~ u i-1 0 ~ ..... "' ,.; u " ;: ~ 
~~ ~~~:N~ AN" MOSCOw, TO RESTRAIN NORTH VIETNAM AND ENFORCE THE 
~ESF~~7 nF THt CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT. HANOI, OF COUt<S~, WtNT ON 
F~nuNiiHG EVEkV PkOVISION OF THE CEASEFIRE AGHEEMtNT ~VER SINCE. 

F-.~ ,:,. ~~ u T ti f. h t: 0 r-t M l T t'1 EN T ~~AS EVEN 1 N C 0 R P 0 RAT C. D IN T 0 1 ~ E lEX T 0 to T H ~ 
Ab~t~~~~T: ri~TtFN uAYS AFTER lhE ~EASEFIRE W~NT INTO EFFfCT, ALL 
~U~~~ VIFrNA~t~t TROOPS WERE TO BE REMOVEU fRUM LADS AND CAMRODIAq 
!I i.J ;.i ~ 1 l' P t. ! H H N T rl 0 .,. E At( S H ;, V t;; E L A P ~ ~ I) AN 0 ·1 EN S 0 F ·1 H U U ~ A N f) S ()I·· 

~· r1 F rt 1'. n f. ~ T I L L. I N T HE S E N E ! G f-1 B. Q R ! N r; C C UN T K I E S c 

1 ~ ,-... ~~;.; "! It' 1; ~ IlL L WELL VI HAT THE C 0 !·H-1 UN I S T U:. AU E R S I N hAN 0 I WE K E 
I ! P ! 'l 1 - 1 r t:. u tH T t:. D S T AT E S H A S , - 0 N _ S E V f. R A L U C C A S I 0 N S , P R 0 M I .S E 0 
v,:,r.;.;t.':JII~ 1<\Ni.J J.t1MEuiATE P-EACTluN !N CASE NORTH VIETNAM LAUNCr-lEu AN 
r.:-t"~·'b\vF., NI1W THt::V HAVt: ACCIJriliL.AT~D MORE THAT t:IGHTY THOUSANI) 
v J. ~ 1~,.. r, 1 I U ~· ~' LJ F H-1 E C E. A~ E ~ I K F. AND ARE l /lUNCh I N G WHAT I S B t:. IN G THE 
i "~! 1.7 t-·.) ~ 4t'll) M 0 S T P 0 !I! E R F U L 0 r· Ft. N S IV F 0 F T H t:: EN T! R E W A~ • -

;'D~ Tnt:: I!NifEll STATES ALSU PRliMISt:.D U~ TO CONTINUt:. TO PROVIUE 
::! J ~ ~·-: "~J: T ..:.L M J. L l T Ml Y AN u C: C U tJ U M I C A I D , N 0 T f 0 f.< T H f. r' UK PUS~ U F 
: ~~-:.:-;-~,vr~!tlG TnE ~tAR BUT SHiPLY bEC.AUSE THt LJEfENSt OF Pt:.AGE MI.JST 
~: _: ; ~ ~ ~~P~O A~O fCONO~IC STRE~r.TH. THE ~~~HT uF Stl~·0ETENMINATlON 
•· · ;q:.. b~L·T~1 VItTNt.1'1ESE Pt:Ot1Lt. THAT ~~AS SULI:,MNL'Y UPhELD AND-
. . '--' !, :- · " .. ~ t:.. i , 1 o v r H F P A r. I s A G R t:: Et-1 F:: N T \-I o ~~ L o "fuR N u u f 1 n u ~ t M P r Y ri o r1 D ~ 

.·cu ~'I, I LE: ~T , ' L. > 



' 
D op /1 /! /) f-:o~? e-1'" f ~ ·· ~rv l v/i ,;, '. ; ;?y 

·--~---------·-------_ .. ·-·····-·--· 

!f IT ~ANNOT bE A~SUR~n THE CONDITIONS lN WHICW IT CAN ~E 
FXPkF5~~n FULLY AND FHEELYP NOT liND~R THE THReAT OF NAKED FORCE~ 
.., till S 11. ~~ t. P l C ~ N C U N T I N U f. D A l D T l) M ,t. I N T A l N A C: E R T A l N D t. G ~ E t". u F 
RAI.ANCE OF>. FC'IkCf::S IS A SINE QUA NUN CONl)!TIUN · Of PEACt. lN OUR TQRTUREO 

/ 

t.£Lf-' THlS IN r ACT WAS EVEN WRIT1' EN !NTD THE AGREEMENT UNDER TtiE 
CLA0~~ QF ONEPTQ~ONE REPLACEMENT OF ARVN tgUIPM~NT. THE V~RY 
P~OVt~IUN n~ ONE~TOuONE REPLACEMENT R~FLECTtD OuR GQOO WILL fOR 
PEhC~ SINCE IT PRtC6UDEU ANY ~SCALATION IN THe AID. INSTEAD Or 
TV~~G · Trl~ ~U~STION OF MILITAPY AID THAT COMES TO SAlGUN TO THE 
LE"t:L CF ~<!0 KI::CElVf.D BY HANOl, iHE nNEuTQ..-ONt: f<EPLACEMt;.NT 
PNnvT~IUN TN ITSELF REPR~SEN T EO A CEILING Of Alu 10 SOUTH VlETNAMo 
VtT Wt H~V~ NUT RECEIVED ANYTHIN~ AP PRGACH!NG ONE-TU~ONE 
c t. P t... A C. :: M f.: i J i , H-fLI S P. E S U L T ! N G D ~ !. S T l C R E D U C 1 ! u N 0 f 0 U R C A P A 8 I b I T I E; S a 

i~:JH, ¢1X UUi Ur St:'!f:N A!P.PLANf:S IN OU R· ARMEQ fO~Ct.S ARE GROU~hlEu 
F U R L ~ C i', 0 F F I; E I.. 0 R S P A n E P A I·<T ~ • U T H t K ::; ~~ f., ~ t:; ~i ~ .:i I r\ u ·,· ::: i~ L.i ': : ~ ~ :;_ :~ •: 
AN~lRAI~CkAFT WITHOUT GETTING RtPLACED. OUR FlREPOW£R AND MOBILI TY 
~AVE hLL 6EEN SEVE~ELY LIMITED RE~ULTING lN AN UN~RtC~DENTEU 
LOW-LEVEL CAPACITYe AND ALL 0~ THiS WAP~~NEu NOT OCAU5E W~ 00 
NOT HAV~ THi MANPOWER (ALL 0Uk PILOTS tRE STILL TtiEkE) OR BECAUSE 
W~ AQt U~HILLlNG TO FrGMT FUR OUP SURVIVALg 

~)~ A~ A REbULT OF THE ABOV~uSAID DEFE~T!ON,J WHAT CAN NOT ~E S~EN 
CL.f./.~I..Y !tlS()li"IH V~ETNM-1 !S THE INCRt::~b!NG Ot;.TtRlORAllUN ON lH~ 
~IYUATIUNMV TnOUSANOS OF PERSONS HAVE BEEN KJ~L~D AND HUNORtDS 
r<F THQll:jANOS IJF OTHERS HAVE FL.ED TO ThE GQVt.RN~1t::NT CONTROl..Lt:.D 
ARE~S, LEAVINb 6EHIND ALL THIER PROPEHTIESD 

'3~ ~lV~N THE COMMUNIST SUP~RIOR!TV IN FikEPOwER AND MANPOWtR 
A~ A KE~U~T OF THEIR VIOLATIONS Of THE PEACt AGHE~M~NT WITH 
!MPUNlTfr THE GREATEST CONCERN NOW PRtVAILING IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
~~ THt lJIRr:CT 1' HRr: AT Or A QUICK OVEP. .. RUNN~NG Of MANY AREAS lN 
,.hF COUNTr\V ay COM~lUNIS .T f"Or<CtS. 

" 4 ~ l·l ti ~ I• l H c:. PAR I S AGREEMENT i'-1 AS S I G N ~ D , l T ~~AS H 1\ II.. E 0 AS A 
F lJ II~'~ "n 1' l 0 1~ 0 F' A PEACE W! T t1 H 0 N 0 ll P , S! N r E l T 'oil AS EN T 1 R t l Y tW l L T 
n~ !he ~ P !NCIPLE UF StLF•uETEkMINATION OF THE SUUTH VIETNAMtS~ 
P L rw L t • \·' t. 0 ~J k c, t. L \i E S W 0 U L D C 0 N 1' pi U F T 0 BEL. IE V t. S Q ; M A 1J X T B t;. EN 
~!,;PuPuLu l i~L ·r kES Pt: CTED t;Y NU RTH V !.El NA K, JU~T Af F~ E UNIT ED 



J - . 

t·.-· -; · ~-"'"! ~ ~j / -:-;. ,.. .. -~, 1n r . r: 
•, I' 'I ' , I I' 'I ) {• \· ' u : ,:;~~~(:_) ~j··~l)~~~j \J~l 

-----

·~. ~uT CU~lRARY TO OUR HUPE THE FOUNDAliUN Of ' PEACt IS SEVtRfLY . 
~~rttlf~EU cE~AU~E THE NO~TH VI~TNAM~SE HAVE UNCE AG~IN DECIDED 
~u tFtK ~ ~iLlTAPY CONQUE~T Of SOUTH V!~TNAM. 

10~ A~ ~ M~TT~R OF EMERGENCY~ THERFFMRE, ~E RESPECTFU~LY URGF 
YGl! T0 Th~E ALL ThE NtC~SSARY ACTlONS TO ~RtSERVE THE PEACE AND 
~u kElFH ~nRTPUoCTZ~H R106NUSDVHY~CYD llZf 
~QI>:~ 
I.A~UOHAYLl~AMuiliOH. WE RESPECTFU~LY HEQUtST THAT YOU DO WHAT EVER IS 

Rt:.rJUT~<FlJ T!"'l; 
'~ k~STuR~ !Ht PARIS AGRE~MtNT 10TH~ !NITIAL CON0ITION, THAT IS 
'tll )· 0!'\r.f. THt. ~Or'1HUNIST 8ACK iO iH~Ik PCSITIOf~~ WHICH tXISTEW ON 
,rt.tl\)Ah. V ?7d9i~ AND 2e PPOMPil,.V SUPPLY US Hj,iri lJRGEN·r Mf:.ANS TO 
r. f•ll (': l L?. ;. T T ~-~ c 11. T H t oFFENsIvE .. 

~7u IN T~l~~ YOU CAN ONLY B~ H!GHl, FOR · IN DOING SO YOU WlLL ~E 
II ~ H G t. lJ ! N r: T HE i 1~ 0 MuS T S A C R t:. 0 R I G h '! S 0 F A L. L t-.1 A i l 0 Ill S : 1' HE t< l G H T 
~c ~FLF~ntFtNbE CUNSECRAT~D !N THE UNITED NAT!CNS CHAHT~R A~D TrlE . 

· ::.~cr·r 7:.. ~LF ... UETEkMINAiiON ON A PEOPLt>·TI-It. Vfrn' ROOT OF 
AMF~flftN U~~O~RACY5 

~tl. fh lLO~IN~, WE ~OULO LIKE TO THANK yOU FOR YOUR G~NEROUS ANO 
VJ~~LJ ~d·~·PL•;;l !!i OUR COMMON 5iRUGf::LF. AND wt. wlSH VOU·EVEto<Y 8UCCE$S 
~N 1~~ MFkVY HESPO~SIBILIT!ES THAT YOUR HIGH OFFICE, MR PRESIUENT, 
r, t \i LA I. v F. ~ U P U N V 0 U f~ P E ~ S U 1-l " 

\ ~ " S J. ~J C Ft-: ;;- L V Y L1 1.1 R S i N G U V t:. tJ 8 ~ C M~ ~ S P F: A K t f< 0 F T HE H 0 U S ~ 0 F 
R t P t-, F " E ~·: T " T l V t. S 0 F l H C. R E P U t1 L l C n f ·):,~ H. T N ~. M 1 T t< A N V A r:-J L. Ar-1 , 
P~F~I~F~T 0~ TH~ ~ENATE Of THE REPUbLlC OF VI~TNAM~ 

~0~ FkfStuFNT ~EPALD FORD, fH~ ~HITE HOUS~, WASri!NGTON, D,Cs 
Fhfi T t.'Cl Q 

l t. nl'a 1- i; ~,.: 

t;u·" t. c_.v f.1...T: ltl) AS Rt:Ct.!VED~ COPRF.C'f!ON TO FOLLOWt> 
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J1APACT OF CONGH.ESSJONAL CU'l·s ll'-1 ADMD\fLSTRATION 
l:..CONOMIC AID REQUESTS 17'0R INDCCHH A 

. E.X. 1971 

• Conntl~y or It Re.9..u~st Author h.~tio:g_ 
Ach"t<tl 

Am?.r: OJ~E. ia t io.!!, ~.£!!!E;~U~ 

Vietn;;,.In 464.7 u/a 333.4 3()(/t 
C::-.w'br..dia 95 u/a 93 tHo 
Laos 40. 6 u/a 33 lo/}~ 

... 

TOTAL 600q3 459.4 2?//a 

.Y'"¥: 1975 

Vietnam 750 ~>~49A 9 282 6?.% 
Ca-mbodia 110 100 100 oc 

1 ~~-
~,0!3 52.2 40 32 ~2~--~--·· 

TOTAL 915.2 589 .. 9 414 5-'jo/., 

.H!lPact of AID Reduction in Vietnam 

Reduction of 39'Vo of p~,.ograrniT.Led aid in FY 74 and 62% in f'Y 75 shook the 
confidence of Vietnamese budget pl .ru'lers and citizens irt their ability to 
cal'l:'y out plans to strengthen their econorny. 

Coming on the heels of dramatic worldwide cornrnoditit"! s price b-,~ rea.sc , the 
AID cuts led to reduction in imports which v..-ere critical to est<'bl. htn.g i.\ 

viable economy (POL, t~ement, ~hamic:als, ft-1.litt insecticides, peeticidee ). 
The immediate re~ult waf.\ a sharp decrease in industrial production which 
fell in FY 75 even beyond the 40% reduction suffered in .FY 73 and 74. 
Other results were an incre.c.se ln unt:lnployrncnl tv over 30o/o in some urbail 
areas and a major commercial trPnsportation slowdown. 

--

.. 

While the government of Vietnam v..as able to meet i.ts payrolls, Congressional 
aid cuts contributed heavily to infl; tion which a.te l \p buying power. Inflatio-n 
in :F'Y 74 was 42%, a.nd came on the heels of ;.~. 64o/o rate in FY 7 3. Thill bt-ougbt 
about a severe reduction in urban living stanciarrls to a level below the early 
19601 s, ·and generated u pervasive sepse of insecurity <.mcl lt1.clc of confidence 
in the goverr 11ent. This insecurity was exacerbated by cancellation of a.ll 

· -

-. 

new clevell"'.prneni: programs which were aic financt"!d and a fall in rice p')!'oduc:~~on_ . 

due to red\,lced import of essential inputs. Aid cuts also led to a reduction in 
humanitarian assista·'lce frorn $135 million to $55.7 million, and the end a! ·· 
any reserves to deal with tu1expectcd refugees. 



Ilv.i:PAC'l' OF ·cONGRESSIONAL CUTS 
IN ADlvU~l.STRA'TION !I.Hl .. IT-'\RY ASSISTANCE REQUESTS 

ON REPUDLtC OF VIE'l'NAM ~A.ILITAR Y CAPABILITIES 

Administration Request 
. ·. ··- -:-: ··. ··-:· _., . 

.. . -
Aut~~!.~.21io!!.. Appt·o pri ati Or.!, !:._ere e:::l.taft!;~ Cut. 

FY 74 
FY 75 

--~ 

$1. 6B 
$1~ 6B 

$1.12& B 
$1.0 B 

$Ll26 n 
$0. 7 B 

30% 
56% 

. -· ·- .. 
The $1~ 5 billion in Congressional cuts ov(~ t\vo fist:al yc.r..r$ has had t:I:uo~o 
1nujo:r impacts on South Vietnan1ese military c;.pabilities: 

Jtir_l!.t. it haB niade it impoa sihle fo:r us to p z-ovido tit..~ Vierna.:rnese with.. . , 
m.ajor itern.s of milita:ry equi mcmt -- ships (no n.placcrncntu); t;;:ct:ical and. 
support vehicles (phmned 2. 800; delivered n<me),. a.h cr<lft (planned 150; 
delivered ngne)~ cO:m.rn\lnicaHons and other support cquip!nent~ tc:., -.- .... _.,., .. 
which they :1:eqUi:re to fight an enemy well- equipped with m.odern milit.a.i-y 
we~:pOnR . 

$es_ond, it ha.an•t allowtad suffic-ient funding for spare parts and 
contractor support to adequately rnaintain the equipxne.nt they had been 
supplied with - .. resulting in a serious reduction in co~ J.bat capability, 
The $700 :rnill.ion appropriation clearly foreshadowed {1) a 50% reduction 
in air support_. (2) a 32o/o reduction in sea-going ve::;sel::t and 82% reduct;i.OQ.. 
in rivcl'ine ve~sels, (3) a shortfall in runn11.mition resulting in a. dt-a.wdovi.n · 
of in-country stocks to 1/4 of necesa .l.'Y r-eservt:s

1 
plus (4) wide- ap;re;ed 

reduction of sil.·r1ilar p~·opnrtions in such critical are<ts aa m.edical !dupplitt~a 
and co.tnm.W1ications. 

Third, it baa not allowed us to sustain the .fiJ:epowe;r of both land a.rtd 
ail"forces as stockpiled reserves we:r:e diminished to dange~·ouely low levals, 
resulting in· iurununition ratior'-ing. The $700 million appropriation m.ade it . .. 
possible to provide only $239. 2 million (40% reduction) for gt<ou.nd anununitio~ 
severely penalbing RVN gr mnd units in combat engagentt.:nta. 

Beyond the direct military impact~ it has had a profound psychological im.pa.ct.- .. 
raising questions in tht m.ind~ of our Yietnaznese friends as to the continued· 
availability of military support from the U .. S. at a time when North Viertnam.e.s.~ 
milita:t-y needs are being met in full. ThitJ results in an understandable impulae 
to reduce government-held territory to conserve available supplies tea defend 
essential objectives over the long- run. ··'-~,.-.. _. 



~-==-: ... 

Aircraft 
Thru 18 I·lar 75 ) 

Rep l~cet,er. t ::; : 

Sll).o;:J/Craf't 
0'hru 31 Ve e 7!:, ) 
--·-Rep} ·ecment5 

llm·dtzer~ 
(Thru 15 Feb 75 ) 

Replacc;nont G 

Tanks 
('11h ru 15 fo'cb 75 ) 

Replacement ~ 

Trucks 
('rhru 15 Feb ~{5 ) 

1\eplaccment ~ 

'

,.. ..... :~ ~···~ .. \--,,,.,-! 
·' • 4. • • • : 

.._ ,. . , ~ ~ .·-. ' . : '. 

406 

Non~ 

None 

90 

10 

35 

• 

I 4 o' .... 

. _._ .,. 
'·· • J.'' ,. 

\. ..:_ : .. 
o I, • 

~- . 

·: -: :·:~~· ·~·-~~r.Ji~k~~~~. 
..... . ·. '-\- : 

.•·.· .. 

, . ~ ··; . . . , .. _ 

.• , :·-. 
~~ .. -:~ . .. ~.··:· _.-. 
, ~:. . .•, .· .­

-· .~ . . ·· .. ' 

Note: Ho replacer.:en ts funded i :~ F'Y ·r5 or reque3 ted- in FY 75 . 
Supplemental or FY 76 3udsct. Sor~ prior year replace­

ments remain undclivereu. 
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:· : ~ .·:_-·y>:;~:~: ~· .. 
0 '· ···'· ·.. •. ·; . ....... . . 

~· 

. -~~-; .. ~·_,_::.r~L 
~. ;·~- ~:~~: ·"!:< ~~ · . 

.... .. :- . . . 
:~·-~0:~-i<~~~: - . 

.. · .... : ·{ ~~&z~--~:2; -.. · 
..... - .,: .. ~ . -. 
. . . ........ . 

-. ..... .... _ . 



'l1Y PE 

A-37 

F-5A 

F-5B 

F-5E 

RF-5A 

AC-119K 

UH-1 

EC-47 
-. 

RC-47 

VC-117 

U-6 

0-1 

U-17 

C-130 

C-119G 

CH-47 

ACTIVE AIRCRAFT (7 MARCH 1975) 
- ----- ._.... ________ --

AUTH . 
§_QDNS 

10 

4 

3 

2 

20 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

2 

1 

4 

POSSES:SED 1~'1' 

CBf\SEF li<E* ---·--------
24 8 

136 

8 

0 

7 

21 

859 

32 

14 

9 

10 

239 

85 

32 

13 

... 70 

ATTRlTJON ----------

Go 

30 

1 

2 

4 

lj 

1G7 

':J 
J 

3 

1 

l 

41 

8 

2 

0 

12 ' 

NO. 

"188 
~. - - ~ .. ' .. 

.. ;:·-~\~-~:· -~-~:~:-~~i~~£(7._·: :' 

70 ( 36 tra.nsrerl ... ed ) 

7 
.. · . -· ... . . ' . , ... _ .•.. _-. . ·-. _:. .. . ·. 

52 (54 rep~eced F~5A ) 

3 

17 

66 3 (29 transfuz•r-ed) 

29 
·-. ::~ _·:!~· ·t . - ::· _- - I" •• • 

13 (2 :r•eple, !ctl,prior ~: 

8 

9 

.. 

163 (35 transrer~ed 

77 

30 

13 

58 

.. .. -._._ 

.-:.:. . ~ ·, ... , ... ·-. __ ......... ___ . 
·-.: 

TOTALS 59 1_,783 339¥* l,l!OO 
•• • ... • J .. :;J-~.;_ -- ~ 

-·· ;::~·-:':_:': _.ft-~~:;~~--~-~ 

~r Exc.l udes - ( 1) aircraft t:y·pe~ ground~d l n Sep 7 4: 224 airci~a~t~ ... ·-_ 
( 2) aircraft in these c la:::>~1C3 t·i!1.:. ch h=. '!0 t oen attr•i t ted and · _ 
(3) C-123 aircraft tr~nzf'errcu ln 1973- . Cea~efire inventorY:~= -,. -

-2 > o 7 5 air c rar t . · .. ---<: :~ :: 

*&Does not include inactive aircraft d~stroyed • 

'i 

.... - ~~ . -

(

•l'" t'·---.-.:, .... ,. ·-· r • . ~; -. ·, ~. • _ .·. ~. ·: ~ r, ·, 
h .• IT .-..: • ~ t i. ~ • 

- .. - ;.- _ ... ~ -



SOUTH VIETNA£1 NAVY LOs::)!~.:J ~;Inc;::; CEASEFIRE 

Blue Water Patrol Sh~ps/Cra£L 

Sealift Mobility Ships/Craft 

--··= '-"=- coas~al -"Patror·c-raft 

Riverine Pa trol Craft 

Riverine Assault Crart 

* PCE 
** PCF/vi?B 
'*** PBR 
**** Vnrioua 

' I 

Cease fire 
L~veJ. 

44 

37 

132 

305 

!ill 

' ,. 

- -Lo s s e s 
1* 

0 

6** 

J.6**:>. 

( . 
- .--.·.... -~ . 

~. - .. , . ·, · .. - ' 

'"-.-·~';i r-i{~~::r~~·f:;:o 

... 

..... -::.. 

: ... _._ -. · ..... 

·:( ._, 
• --~ • - .,;; • • f• .. 

On Hrn.d: 
·: ... ~ ;>/' _.'·l.~;:,:~:_;:_ ·: 

·.. ;~ - . 

. 3·t. 

126 

· .. 
. . .- .... ~~ ' . 

...:,, ·-. ;:-;.:· 

. -·.i!--. ·. 
. .:.: ~ · ... , 

- . _ l .;.:::_:- -- ~-• 

. .' _;,..:::~:~_f'S: !: . ' 
; ~ .r·-c.·:r~ :l~~:-:~{ '7 . _,.•, _, .. ... -.-....... .. ... . . ·· .. ~- -~.-

• -~ .. ..L , . 

-·-··. 
. -- .. · .. 

. . . · 1' .: . ~ . 

- .... 3--~-:t·:.·;·-:·._ ..... ~ . .. _ ...... '~ - • 
j?-.:~=~~:· . 

. . ' . 
.. . : ' ...... ~. ·, . 

- ;:_ · .. ·.-. :.:.~ . 
. . . -. ;y >. 

·;: -~1::~1}~;\~1·{:.~· .. 
..... . . 



. -· . ·. 

r-1~8 Tan!-: 

N41 Tank 

rn13 APC 

~-188 Hec Vch 

HlOl Ho·d 105!•1i<l 

Hl02 How 105!·ll'·i 

JIU14 Ho\·1 15)f:IH 

Hl!)7 Gun 175MH 

r-116 Rifle 

f'lt/9 Gr<;ti" Lnchr l.jQifiJ-1 

r:r~z 02.1. jU - . 

N60 !1ach Gun · 
,. 
I 

NZ3J\l Hach Gun 

N67 Rif'le Rec 901,.iH 

N40 Rifle Rec 106HH 

It129 Mortar 8ll\1I4 

N30 i.Jortar 4.2 In 

TOH Launcher 

N5lJ8 Cgo Carr 

Trk Cgo 5T 

Trk Trac 5T -

Trk Wrk 5T 
::. 
i 

. . 

. . 
---------------------

Cl~T PliO 

17 ' 0 
' I 

2J. 10 
I • 

6G 70 

0 0 

1G 51 

0 5 

8 10 

0 2 

16 :~1132 !-"1_,2~8 

2:~21{0 0 

' 
.Llj - --·u-

5~(5 0 

13 0 

3 14 

·r 28 

60 .; . 0 
- ·" 't 
. ' ' 

' 5 0 :.· . 
. ; 

' 
1. 0 

4 8 

5 54 

1 98 

0 .. - 29 
' ---; 

l ' - ' . l 
.; ' :· 

' 

"''"'".• ... r:--.-:ot-r r. l : t!,•'-t• ': ,,~ l··-. ,. ,..Jt.,.lt. \ 

. ·-·_ . ~. _; .~ -~ s~ .. ~.:\ .. . 
. . ~-:: . 

~-. ~~':~~~:~;;;~~r:-··;:~ --~--

TOTAL. 

17 
•.r ·. 

31 -.. ~~:-\~\ _· _;':_;:/:_---

136 

0 

67 

5 

18 

2 

. 575 

.· -· :"' 
~ . . i 

. -
~,: ··-

. 13 · .:·,._, .. _ 

. - .. "~. --~- -: 
. ..-. . . . : . ~. ~-: ·. 

17 -· 

35 

60 

5 

1 

12 

:··;.'-_'·.:: 

·_:·.:.-
. :. r . • 

.. 

• f_ • • 

'~ '~ ...... ~.:. -
.' .. . ·.~:; -~:· -. .. . · .. :,.. :. ~~~;;.:. : . . 

·_ :~-~(~~-~~:-r~-~~s:~-~-
...... : ... ~ ... -./:... :.... J ... , ~,_.. . 

• • • •• ..... ~ 4 l. ........ 

,. .. - ~ •. . .. 



:~ 

. . . . I .. 

. . •· . 
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MEMORAl\'DliM. 

THE WHITE HOt 1SE 

April 2, 197 5 

M.f:.MOR.ANDUM FOR; DICK CHENEY 

FROM: JACK MARSH 

ThE': following me:rnorandtu-n from De artr:nent of State Congreosiona.l 
Affa.ir e is for your infor:rnation. 



' .... 

D£PARTMENT OF SiATii: 

April 2, 1975 

HEHORANDUM FOR: 11.r. .:fack Mal:eh 
The \\'bJ.te Hnur-<..3 

Subject : Congress ion a 1 At ti tllC&!.s on Viet Nam 
Ase1stance. 

.. 

There is clea.r <t::e.cept:ivit.y to any request for 
hl..trn.anita"):':'ian ass is t:.a.<"\Ce and refu:;ee aid. Senator 
HcCee' s Chief of Staff. c·na of t:he rnos t. pe.rcept:i:"(:} 
and reliable st:affers on 1;b.e Hilt . .says that we 
could ask for the moon i.n terms of emcrgenc)T hum:nd ... 
. tar ian ass i.s tance and. g~t it. Any requeat for sup~ 
pleme.ntal militat'Y as.sist:ance, h0\-1ever, ie lik(!ly to 
be turned dO'h'!'l:l cold. McGee's man ,..;rarned that e-vetJ. ..... · · 
the ~el.atively J;"outine an-n.ual military requ~at is new 
jeopardi~ecl by reports of the Viet-namese abandoning 
hm1dreds of millions of _dollars worth of U.S. e.({uiP-. 
mertt as they ret~eated ~rom the northern provin~eo. 
This point has: been echoed by a nurober of other 

·staffers in both houseG, 

it 
!I 
i 

I • 

t. 

• • 4 . 

There is strong c:riticim:n of ARVN abandonment 
of supplies an.d abuse. of ~.iomen and children in tha 
chaos of retreat. The soundings 'i,\'e tool<: yea t:erday ···--
with staffs of Senators Stennis and Brock a~e pa~ticu• 
~arly mean~ngiu~ because they Leflect ths opinions of 
legislators who have been among our stau·;.'\chest $Up;. . 

porters. 
Even Senator R2.rry Byrd, forme~1y a stauneh .up• 

porter, is no~ us~ng a form lett~r to reply~to in­
quiries -regarding Viet Nam, v,.1hich sta.tes tha.t "ad.J.1.­
tiona.1 military support for either Cambodia. i or South· 
Viet Nam probably ~ould fall into the hands of those 
we are no·H opposing" and expressing 

1

'c.cnsidE!rab1e 
doubt that addi.tional expenditure of Atnerica.n funds , 
e~cept fPt' humu.nit6-rian pu-rposes, wo~ tld chahge the · 
eourae of events,.. Ri.s vie"\vS are se ; onded by conser .. 
vative Democrat Ho~ard Cannon. I · 

c 
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Senators Case and Curtis stand out .as :among the 
fe~.: we have encountered who Hould stand by the Admin­
istration and support at least some military aasistanee . 

The most striking vi.e\v t-:e pick~d up to· .-,y can.e 
£rom neH .liberal Democrat Representative Fisher \>;rho 
repor: ted that his matl is l1unn.ing strongly a;~a.i.na t 
Congress for having failed to provide emereency . 
military ass is tanc.e and thereby contl·ibuting to tl..e 
collapse of- the ARVN . Sen~tors Cannon and Cu~tis algo 
t'iient:ioned this development . Ho~~7ev~c, most react:iotts , 
c.omi.ng principally frotn staff sources 1 indicate ove~­
,..,.helming opposition t:o any addj.tional milita:ry­
assiatance . I i 

.. -.~ . A . 
r· (; ~ . f - r· ~, £_'2, __ .. : ___ _ 
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TO; 

FROM: 

DICK CHENEY 
PALM SPRINGS 

JACK MARSH 

April 2~ 1975 

The following su1 nnariea are a result of Inquiries on t e Viebm 
situation directed to the lnelnber s: 

§~mioo9 to be an administrative marking 
§afte§ll§tJ ~@f t,O, 1.2J_5p, Sec. 1.3 and 
:AfehWlat1.t memo of Mar'n l£), l~?J.3 

~ . : ifd» 'NARS date £/7 /P.J-
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MEMORANDUM :FOR: 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

£0NFIDENTIAL 

THE WHITE 

.TACK 1\ri.ARSH 

MAX F-RIEDERSDORF 

CHARLES I..EPP.B;H.T, JR. {Z-;1/~ 
"/' 

Reaction of Membe.t• Conta cts on 
Situation in Southeast A s \a. 

Gcol'ge Mahon Not in hia district. Ainerican people are dist:ul"bed about 
the situation in South Victnan1. But there docs not !:leem to be a clu:.nga in 
the Ari!crican people's sentiment that the South Vietnarn Army will n~t fight. 
Americans do not feel they shou.ld stay in ther~ until the end of th~ cei tury. 
The U.S. has ex-pended tens of billions of dollars to help the3e peoplo.'"ddend 
themselves f:t<om the Corn.rnunish. The fault lies not with the lack of 
American aid hut the uni.villingncss of the South Victna1n army to fight. 
P~ople here .feel more milita.l'y aid is tnoncy down the drall-t and eventually 
there will be a blood bath in South Vietnam. Th~ patience o£ the America.n 
people has been worn do~'D. on this issue. Prcaid~nt ought to avoid criticism 
of the Congress on this. The $300 million r equest:ed fot· a id would not have 
changed the situation in South Victna.rn or brought about sweetness and light 
there. 

Al Cederberg His own assessment is that it'~ a sad situation but don't .know 
what we can do about it. An&erican people are sa.d auuut it but they are fra..W.dy 
disillusioned and do not know what to think about the situation there. Most 
people now· are concerned about the South Vietna.n1 Ar1ny and need an asses.s­
ment of their abilities especially in light of the abandonment of equipment; etc. 
Looks as though Theiu' s withdrawal W4s prcrnature a.nd ill-advised • 

. ' 
John McFall Feel strongly about aid to South Vietnam. People in Cs.li­
fornia want people of South Vietnam to have a chanc~ b1.1t Thieu made decisi.on 
to withd1·aw and ret~ eat leaving millions of people to die or be stra.nded with 
the Communists, President should take a stand and not run from the pre as 
on this is su • He cited John Murtha's talk with George Meany and support 
of AFL-CIO for aid. Feels President should talk to Meany. QuestiOhe.d Phil 
Burton's position and stated 11 he 1 s probably saying 1ny people were right and 
we are winning. 11 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.Q. 12356, se·c., ;3.4 (b1 

White House Guide Lines, Feb. 24~, ~_983 

By ])Af) NARS, Date 1.:./7/J,.J 
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Moat Members of Congreea <:>re :ctot aware of the offers rnade by South Vietnam 
government to bring about settlernent. People now are <'~.~king if thel'e i11 
anything that can be done to help these people? Is it possible{:(.) help then1 
now ? 

Feel.s President should talk to At:ntt:rican people o.nd h~ll them the st...:ttue end 
situation in Southea~t Asia and what's possible arl not posniblc for ua to 1o 
and why it's in."lportant for us 1..0 do anything . Alw<:Lys been t.he policy of the 
U.S. that if 20 n1illion people \¥ant to fight f··:n· HH·i:.· fre.-:dc.n:n we i:\s a nBHo:a 
could support them. My people in Calif01·nia '-Nant b) help save '· i.E::5C people. 
Joe Addabbo and a substantial gl'oup in the Congn~s~; want to help ut don1t 
know what: will happen now under present circun--ustances. 

Bob Michel Rer..ction to Southeast Asia is rni:~ed. American people are 
;;~certain a.nd unseitled about the situation there. They are looking to Congresa 
for an,swexs and asking if the U.S. is throwing in the sponge ? On Can""Jbodia 
he says yes but on South Vietnam it' a different he says ancl would vote for mor e 
mon(!y ;:~.nd aid. But then raises the question that the South Vietna,m Arrny not 
holding \. p so it 1 ooks lik-e we aw only provide humani.tr.lria...."'l asai.stance. It's 
too hard to c.:all. People want answers Lut the sentiment in Congress is no 
military aid. The way the a:rn1y has folded up makes military aid wi'conacion­
able. He doesn't know specific military situation but it doesn't look like they 
can regroup to amount to any kind of offensive without some kind of leadership 
and discipline. 

Sam Stratton Strongly favors aid to Southeast A>3ia i! it can be effective 
aH:t anll not too late to be h<-JJ.p.tul, Catching Hell Ior taking that position but 
some pe6ple that listen al:'e also in favor while m.ost a.rc against that po~ition. 
Still feels this is a case where the U.s. should stick it~ neck out and make 
a r~al fight for aid for these people. Most in Congress against that position 
and the 75 freshmen are a real p:r-oblem on this. 

If Preaident laid the facta on the line and stated the need _to give these people 
a real chance to defend agai.nat the ComniUnistl'l and it would take X amouJl.t 
;,£dollars for ammo and equ.ipnoent to do it then ask us to get on with it, 
I'd .support the President - only prcbletn is the receut situation of abandon­
ment of equipment. etc ... - but we ought to go ahead and make a fight for aid 
to these peoplt!. 

P..:'lll?~ P::.-~·~t<l~ . --··~let available - away on vacation. 

(S--1-A:f f) 
llff'· 
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MEMORANDUM FOR; 

FROM: 

. .S'fJ BJ EC T-: 

Senator Grlffin 

Sen;.>.tor Mansfield 

Senator Pac} " ood 

Sen;:l.tor Case 

Bill Simpson (Eastland) 
l"t"J ... __ ""\_ • 

~ \ .., 'r')t-tt .I 

Jim Ca.llaw,ey .. A PI'" 
(S~' 

Pete Bonner _ t4·rp• 
(~) 

CONFIDENTIAt 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 2, 1975 

JACK 1v1.A. RSII 

WlLL[AM T. KENDALLvttl 

C m Yf"ncnts on Vletna1xl situation 
~--.. ------ ----· :_ 

(Not n1nc h con•nHHll ) Feels e m1ght need 
brj •:!f'ing Oll ~a.lurday. ! agree, if it Ca.n be 
a r:ca nged sine c he l";lade speech on subj ect: 
back ing Administration last week. 
Semned st1lnncd by n1arch of ev.::.nta. 

(He called to give me his vacation telephone 
num.be:r starting t:on1orrow.} !'eels Ccngroas 
will resist military <tid money but give -all 
needed fo:t> hun1anitadan relief. Mentioned 
loss of $600 to $1 bllliun in equipment. Told 
me aid package was scheduled to coma up but 
issue now in grave tloubt. 

{A strong supporter of ;.-tid in the past) 11 We 
have given all we can, more than North Vi.etb.am 
has received. We can1 t give them the will to 
fight." Working on o:..-phan evacuation. Fo1· 
humanitarian aid. 

This is human tragedy no one could have 
prevented. Stop trying to blame others (a..nd 
Congress). Preside~t a hould take the high 
road. 

Everyone heartsick and dismayed. "What can 
~..r.;·!:;;;:_;cly ~;;;. ilOW? 11 

Away on vacation 

Away on v-(lcation 

DECLASSIFIED 
.. E.(). 12356, Sec. 3.4 (o) 

~lte House Guide Lines, Feb. 24, 1983 

BY Mf\ NARS, Date 6/7 /3->-
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MEMORANDUM 

WA&fllN(iTON 

Apdl 2., 1975 

MEMORANDU!v'l TO: DICK CHENEY 

FROJ\.1.: JACK MARSH 

The following have been i.n touch ·with the WhHe House today on 
the Vietnam eituaHon: 

(1 ) Sam Devine - Called to ask if anything ie being 
forrt1ulated on-:lt'i!ih.q;·Vh:tu<:."l.lr .t~i'ttgl.~-En3-;--Srnted that he 
v.-aa anticipating a lot of calls in the next 48 hours on 
what the U.S. is doing to help the 't'ef\tgees to t~.ke them 
to Australia~ or the West Coast. Who v;•ill make that 
decision and what dcpart:menl will car:ry it out? Told him,.. 
thr1t in any $ituation like thin there arc plana dev-eloped to 
get Americans out but nothing definite yet on that. Of 
course, Pl.·eaident has ordered shi~)S to aaai5t in refugee 
evac-uation . All thee e contingent plans are being updated acc1'rding 
to the situation there. 

(2 ) . McCollister - Ce.llcd twict! expressing co11.cern about 
sa.!ety o£ U.S. rn.i ssionaries. Indicated a nmnber o£ 
constituettscalls abcmt S/V. partlc..:ularly :in ~upport of 
assistance to the refugees • 

. .....-..... 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 (bj 

Whi-te Hou~e Guide Lines, Fep. 24, 1983 

BY Df!.D .... NARS, oate (, !z I~)-
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ME.\10RANDUM 
'(Ls;t'(Z ~ <~· I 

THE WHITE JIO!'SE 

\I,'A~HlN<;ToN 

April 2, 1975 

10 ,r. Dr~ ·~ Clf'E-.cV~y 
MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JACK MAHSH 

RUSS ROURKE 

TELF'PHONB CALL FROM DAVE 
LOVLNHEJM (REP. FRANK HORTON'S A.A.) 

Dave indicated that Frank Horton and he were extremely conce.rned 
over the dete:tiorating huma.n:i.tarian aspects of the sit-u.atim1 in Vieh:.unn 
and that they were concerned that the President will be n:.undly accueed 
of 11:fiddling while Rolne burns . 11 Horton makea the following plea.: 

l) President Ford should r~turn to W;a.shington imnlediately and 
undertake a coordinated program of humanitarian aid to Vietn.am, 
which would include a call for an emergency aession of Congress 
a'l!d a request to the United Nations to provide an \unbrella of 
productive support in Indochina to permit the safe withdJ:M\ral 
of civilian refugees . 

In any event, Horton believes the P1·esi dent • s presence at Pi:l.lm 
Springs at thia time could be disastrous. 

-----
DECLASSI FlED 

E.O. 12356, Sec, 3.4 (b')J 
· . . · Feb 241983 

White House Gu1de Lines, •· •-=----
~ NARS. Date 16{7/t) By .-::P::;...... 'r.J.'.;:;..._-
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THE WHITC:: HOUSE 

WASHiNGTON 

April 8, 1975 

·MEMORANDUNl FOR: DON RUMSFELD 

FROM: RON NESSEN 

RE: Thursday Night Soeech 

Here is my proposed draft for the Thursday night speech. It is based 
on the following beliefs: 

1) The speech should be devoted entirely to resolving the b.docP.i..'1.a 
situation, with a promise to deliver the broader foreign policy 
speech soon, after the President has had time to formulate his own 
foreign policy based on the resolution in Indoc.:llna. 

2) If the President requests more aid for Vietna.m and Cambodia, 
Congress almost certainly will not give it. Thus, the President "Will 
be dragged out of the war against his will, while Cong!'ess will be 
seen as leading America out of the war, as the vast majority o£ 
Americans ·wish. It will be di+"f::cult for the President to reg~ 
the leadership role in foreign policy. 

3) This is an opportunity to do in t2e foreign policy field what the 
President did in the domestic area with his energy- economy speeches: 
d emonstrate his strong k.1'lowled ge a..,.1d lead ershi?, brea:-<: with the 
policies of the past, and put his own impri::1.t on the govern...-rnent. 
Otherwise, he will be seen as bli.'1.dly and weakly follovvi..'1.g the 
policies of past Presidents, unable to formulate a dram.atic new 
initiative of his own. Until now it is not11Ford 1 s war. 11 But it 
will be if he requests more aid to keep the war going . 

4) The previous four Presidents have not been able t o either withdraw 
from the war or win the war. Their reputations have suffered because 
of this. There is no evidence that President Ford will be able to wi...J. 

the war by any acceptable means. Therefore, Pis choice is to \vith­
draw from the war, for which he \vill be over.-V"heL.--r...:ingly praised 

by the American people. 



' . , . 

' • 
D R.L\.FT OF PRESIDE XTL-\L SPEEC H T O C 00TGRESS 

,, 

lv1r . Speaker, M r. P r esident, rny former colleages in C ong r e ss, 

my f ellow Americans. 

I intend e d to s peak to y o:1 toni ght a bout the whol e r ange o£ American 

forei gn policy. I intended to share with you m y ideas on what America's 

. role in the world should be in t h e l ast quarter o£ the 20th Century. But 

,, 
there is one over-riding issue facing America and the world which needs 

our immediate attention, because U..."ltil it is resolved, we ca.ru1ot move into 

a new era of peace and partnersh...ip. That is the great tragedy of 

Indochina. 

And so 1 have decided to t 2.lk to you tonight only 2.bout how 

to bring that tragedy to a conclusion. I will request an opportunity to 

give you my views and explain my policies on other international matters 

in t he n e ar future. 

When I assumed the Presidency, I said our great domestic 

politic2.l nightmare was over. Now i t is time to end the n~ghtmare t hat 

has gon e on too long in Indochina. 

Five Presidents have provided American help to the people of' 

Indochina, to give them every chance to preserve their independence 

and turn back invading armies. The American people have made an 

enormous sacrifice in blood and treasure. Millions of American men 

served there. Thousands died. Ma.."ly were wounded, imprisoned or 
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". 
-2-

lost. Over $150 billion was appropriated by the Congress o£ the 

United States. 

And yet, this 20 years of unselfish effort has not succeeded 

and there is no realistic expectation that it vvill succeed in the 

foreseeable future. The South Vieb::tamese and GambodiatJ.s have fought 

bravely and long, until their spirit and supplies are nearly ex...h.austed. 

This long war has ravaged the once-beautiful cou.,.J.tries 10£ 

a.wcP 
Vietnam!\ Cambodia_ a;; ;:sit ? r i!:iit Hundreds o£ thousands o£ people -­

!9 

caught in a war they never wanted -~ have died. :Millions are homeless. 

Their econornies are wrecked . Their villages and towns have been 

blown off the face of the earth. 

Last Saturday night in San Francisco I held in my arms two 

tiny babies, orphans, innocent victims of the horror of Indochina. 

The debate over this war has torn our own social fabric. Now, 

our country again is being divided by strong feelings, by well-intentioned 

Americans, on both sides o£ this debate . . But America needs unity, 

not di v-i sian. 

Therefore, I have decided it is time to put the divisions and 

the .horrors of this war behind us and t o lead this nation and the world 

in a new direction~ 
CL:J a.v y 

God willing, it will bring peace at last and stop 

the~ in .the tortured lands of LJ.dochina . 
.1\. 
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Let there be no mistake: if the North Vietnamese had lived 

up to the terms of the Paris Accords we signed in 1973, in good faith, 

there would be no war in Vietnam. But from the moment they signed 

_that agreement, the North Vietnamese have systematically violated 

·. 
the ceasefire and the other provisions. They have flagrantly disregarded 

the ban on infiltration of troops into the South and have built up their ,, 
forces to ·the unprecedented level of 350,000. In direct violation 

of the agreement, the North Vietnamese sent in the most modern 

equipment, in massive amounts. And in recent weeks the North 

Vietnamese have launched an all-out attack to take over South Vietnam 

against its will. 

The Saigon government, u...'1.certain of further American assistance, 

hastily ordered a strategic withdrawalinto more defensible enclaves . 

This extremely difficult ma.11.euver, decided upon without consultations,. 

was badly managed and led to panic. The results are pain.t.~ly obvious 

and profoundly moving. 

Clearly, the United States is not responsible for the rapid 

deterioration that has taken place in recent weeks. · The South 

Vietnamese forces have· shown serious shortcomings.. And, of course, 
' . '· ··. , ..._ :: .. ,_ 

. . . ~ . 
none of this would have happened if North Vietnam had lived up to its · 

~=: : ·.. . 

solemn commitment given in the Paris Accords. -- .. . , 
>. -
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I sent General ·weyand to Viet.:1a::1 to survey ~he sit-..:.::.tion. and 

recommend what more the United States might be a~le to do to help-

South Vietnam. He recommended that ·.~/e pro,,-ide So'.l~!:l Vietnam 

with $722 million in military assistance by May l o::E this y ..:;~r in hopes 

of rebuilding the Sout.'-1. Vietnamese arn:y. 

However, none of my advisers ,;:,-as able to assure ~e that this 

' additional money would enable South Vietnam to stabilize the military 

situation and continue the fight. 

When the outcome is so doubtful, I can..-10t, in good conscience, 

ask the American people to bear a further burden after t..h.ey have 

given so much. vVe have done our best for many, ~any years. To 

continue along . this same course would ~erely pro!ong the agonyr of the 

Vietnamese people -..vho already have s"J££ered far too much. Given the 

·vv 
realities of the situation, it would be ~::-ong for America to contribute 

further to the killing. 

vVe must now devote all our efforts to the healing, both in 

Vietnam and here at home. Therefore, I have decided to take 

the following actions: 

1) I am sending diplomatic notes to all members o£ the Paris 

Conference, including _the Soviet Union and the People 1 s Renublic of 

China, asking them to ar ra,."lge an irr_rn.ediate ceasefire in Vietnam and 

Cambodia and the orderly establisr_,_rnent of new governments consistent 

\vith the present realitie.s. 
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2) I believe that we have an obligation to remove those 

Vietnamese and Cambodia."ls who feel their lives or -;,velfare would be 

endangered under a new government. I, therefore, ask that the Congress 

authorize the use of United States wilitary per sotL.""l.el to help evacuate 

those Vietnamese and Cambodian citizens wh_o wish to leave. 

3) Fundamental decency requires that we do everything in our 

power to ease the misery a.r:J.d pain of the monumental crisis which 

I 

has befallen the people of Indochina. Therefore, I pledge, in the na.Ine 

of the American. people, that the Unit~d States \.vill make a huma.r:~.itarian 

effort to help care for a.r:~.d feed the victims of this war. I ask the · 

Congress at this time to appropriate $ for humar1.itarian -------

aid. 

I believe that these decisions I have made represent the will of 

the majority of the Arrlerican people and their representatives in Congress, 

and, after all, we are a democracy, where government must reflect 

the will of the majority. 

. 
This is a moment of tragedy for us and for Indochina. But it 

1s also a time for a new beginning. 

It is a chance for the Vietnamese and Cambodians to live their . 

lives without the war and without the su££eri..'"lg th~y: have known for · 

decades. It is a chance for them to rebuild their torn countries and to ,;::: . . 
. '!;..· 

join as good neighbors in the international co:rrununity of nations. 
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'v'le hope and trust the n.ew gov-ernments will rule 'vvisely ru"ld 

benev-olently. The people there desen-e it. 

For Americans, this is a moment to leave behind the bitter 

divisions which have torn cur country £or so long . Let us not look 

for scapegoats. Let us not succumb to the divisi-,•eness of recrimination. 

VVe have nothing to be ashamed of. ·what '-'le did was not in 

vain. Over the years, we have behaved bravely and honorabl~-, from 
I 

the purist of motives: to help others defend themselves as long as 

there was a chance for success. But now there is a higher moti"'e 

we must pursue: to stop a tragedy which has gone on too long. 

The true test of a nation is how it reacts to adversity and 

how well it learns from the lessons of the past. So let us draw wisdom 

from this chapter of our history. Let us not compound the tragedy with 

self-inflicted wounds. Let us remerr.ber that our national unity is our 

most priceless as set. 

A great challenge awaits us: to rrwve into the future as a world 

leader with new 'vvisdom, new confidence, ne'.v strength. 

God bless us and the people of bdochina. 




