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Betty F ord in the gown’ gomgto the Smith--
sonian’s. First Ladies Hall, photographed at the -

May, 1975, White House State Dinner the
F. ords gave for the Shak«;of Iran.

Cut

A green ¥ chiffon gown'
owned by-Mre Gerald Ford
will be- added:to the First:
Ladies Hal:in the Smithso-
nian Institution’s : Museum
of History’ and Technology
next week. ...

Chosen bﬂcause itis one of
Mrs. Ford’s favorite colors
(soft greem):’’ and cuts
(princess-line -with- a stand-
up neckline), the gown was'
worn to the~White House
State Dinner for the Shah of
Iran in May,;;1975;.and on
other occasions.s Designed
and made for:Betty Ford by
Frankie Welch :of - Alexan:
dria, the gowmis:sequined
chiffon, chosen: to- simulate

popular 'Vhsitors' attraction,
is also tbemoat popular cIs-
"th

‘in the po !
tion of thisH

Out

F or sttory

gown shortly at.
ter she . moved into the

. White House. Mrs. Ford de-
cided to make her donation -
now so it can be installed

before the July 4 peak tour-
ist weekend.

For two months the cen-
tral exhibits division of the
Smithsonian has been devel
oping ' a - mannequin to

 “wear” Mrs. Ford's gown.

Created from measurements

" provided. - by - .the - White

House.and working with a
muslin:. of the - dress, ‘the

mannequin will be the same’

‘physical.size- as. Mrs. Ford,
but wﬂl have the _same:. clas-

figures:.in”the exhibits:: -,
Ford’s haxrstyle and

‘VIr Ford, hke other First .
,Lad1es, ,recexved a’ letter:




The Board of Regents
The Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution
and

The Director of the
National Museum of History and Technology

request the honor of your presence
at the presentation of

A Ball Gown
by
Mrs, Gerald R. Ford
to the Collection of the Dresses of the First Ladies

Thursday afternoon, June the twenty-fourth
Nineteen bundred and seventy-six
at three o’clock

in the First Ladies Hall
National Museum of History and Technology

Constitution Avenne at Fourteenth Street, Northwest
Washington City

Please present this card
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The text of this booklet was prepared by Margaret W. Brown
Klapthor, associate curator of political history, U. S. National
Museum. Additional copies, priced at 50 cents, may be obtained
from the Editorial and Publications Division, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, D. C. 20560.

THE STORY OF THE FIRST LADIES HALL

The First Ladies Hall in the Museum of History and Tech-
nology, Smithsonian Institution, displays a collection of Dresses
of the First Ladies of the White House that shows the changes in
American period costume from the administration of President
Washington to the present day. The first dress received for the
collection was the inaugural gown of Mrs. William Howard Taft,
then First Lady, who presented it to the National Museum in 1912.
Following the example of Mrs. Taft, each subsequent First Lady
has given a dress.

The collection contains a dress representing the administration
of every President of the United States. When circumstances did
not permit the President’s wife to act in the official capacity of
hostess of the White House, a relative or family friend usually
petformed the social duties of the position.

The dresses are exhibited on plaster mannequins. The faces
are all sculptured from the same model, but the coiffure of each
lady has been copied from a picture or portrait to give individuality
to the figures. Inaugural gowns are designated on the individual
labels.

The collection is installed in period settings that display the
dresses in the type of surroundings in which they were originally
worn. In creating these settings, the Museum has, wherever pos-
sible, used actual architectural details and furniture and fixtures
associated with the White House or the representative First Ladies.
Since each setting contains dresses representing a span of several
administrations, it has been necessary to select a style of back-

ground and furnishings typical of a certain period or of a single
administration within a period. Changing styles in White House
decoration are shown in these settings, which are based wherever
possible on written descriptions and pictorial evidence of the
White House.

Also on display in the First Ladjes Hall is the most complete
collection of White House china outside the Executive Mansion.
This collection includes pieces of table service used in every admin-
istration from the time of George Washington to the present.

Mary Todd Lincoln’s gold bracelet
walch with cover of blue enamel

and chip diamonds.



1787-1809

WASHINGTON ¢« ADAMS ¢ JEFFERSON

To the left as you enter the First Ladies Hall is a room
setting that presents Martha Washington seated beside her
tea table in the second-floor drawing room of the Executive
Mansion at 190 High Street in Philadelphia, the city that was
the capital of the United States from 1790 to 1800. The room
is arranged with furniture and accessories that belonged to Presi-
dent and Mrs. Washington and were used by them at Mount
Vernon and at their various Presid®htial residences.

The mantelpiece is a replica of the drawing room mantel
in the Philadelphia house, and the rug with the Great Seal
of the United States was actually used in that residence. The
furniture, silver Argand lamps, porcelains, silver, glass, mirror,
and oil painting were all owned by President and Mrs. Washing-
ton. Most of these items are from the collection of Washington
relics purchased by the U. S. Government from the heirs of
Nelly Custis Lewis in 1883,

In this setting are displayed gowns that belonged to Martha
Washington, to Abigail Adams, and to Martha Jefferson Ran-
dolph, the daughter of President Jefferson. The dresses are
representative of the late 18th century.

To the right of the entrance doorway directly across from the
drawing room setting of Washington’s High Street residence
in Philadelphia there is depicted a bedroom from the same house.
This room setting is presented to show some of the great variety
of President and Mrs. Washington’s household furnishings now
in the collections of the National Museum. The most important
pieces are the handsome Chippendale bed, which dominates
the room, and the wing chair that was in President Washington’s
bedroom at Mount Vernon. The fine Oriental export porcelain
water bottle and bowl and the dressing mirror also are from
Mount Vernon. George Washington used the brass candlestick
for illumination while drafting his Farewell Address to the
Nation.

Just inside a case on the wall beside the wing chair is a
pair of miniature portraits in oil of George and Martha Wash-
ington painted by the American artist John Trumbull. The
engraved portrait of the Countess of Huntington on the back
wall is one that she personally sent to George Washington.

The woodwork used in the room setting is from a 1790 house
in Kutztown, Pennsylvania.







1809-1829

MADISON * MONROE ¢ ADAMS

This setting represents a portion of a music room in the
White House as it might have looked during the administra-
tion of President John Quincy Adams. A portrait of Mrs.
Adams, by Charles Bird King, hangs to the left of the window.
Mrs. Adams' harp, music stand, and books are in the room.
These furnishings, as well as the handsome brocatelle curtains,
are from the large Adams-Clement collection of relics from
the John Adams and John Quincy®Adams families. The piano,
made by Alpheus Babcack of Boston, is believed to have been
used in the White House during the administration of Presi-
dent John Quincy Adams. The label on the piano case is one
of the kind used by Babcock between 1822 and 1829.

<7[75111‘/716%om’ered dessert  plate  of
china of President [ames Monroe.
Vignettes represent commerce, agri-
culture, art, science, and welfare.

Displayed in the room are dresses worn by (from right to
left) Dolley Payne Madison; Elizabeth Kortright Monroe; Maria
Monroe Gouverneur, who lived at the White House with her
parents and was married there in 1820; and Louisa Johnson
Adams. The Dolley Madison dress is the one she wore at the
New Year's Day reception in 1816. Mrs. Benjamin Crownin-
shield, wife of the Secretary of the Navy, left a contemporary
account of the dress as “yellow satin embroidered all over with
sprigs of butterflies, not two alike in the dress.”







1829-1845

JACKSON * VAN BUREN * HARRISON , TYLER

The setting for this period presents a reception room as it
might have looked in the White House during the adminis-
tration of President Martin Van Buren. The wallpaper was
inspired by a contemporary description of a White House room
that told of “white paper sprinkled with gold stars and a gilt
border.” The silk Oriental rug was a gift to President Van
Buren from the Imam of Muscat. The eagle-back side chair
was also in the White House dufing this period. Other fur-
niture and decorative accessories in the room are of a type that
was popular in this country in the early 19th century.

The dresses shown (from right to left) are those worn by Emily Cnp and sauncer of gray, gold, and
Donelson, Mrs. Jackson’s niece, and by Sarah Yorke Jackson, white china brought to the White
wife of the President’s adopted son, both of whom served as House by Angelica Singleton Van
White House hostesses during the Jackson administration; An- Buren during the administration of
gelica Van Buren; Jane Irwin Findlay, hostess for President her father-in-law, President Martin
William Henry Harrison; and Julia Gardiner Tyler, second wife Van Buren.

of President Tyler,

The dresses and the decor represent a transition from the Em-
pire to the Victorian styles. The dress of Emily Donelson is the
earliest inaugural gown in the collection.






1845-1869

POLK * TAYLOR * FILLMORE + PIERCE *
BUCHANAN + LINCOLN + JOHNSON

The mid-19th century is represented by a Victorian parlor the White House was being renovated during the administration
reminiscent of a White House room of the period. The wallpaper of President Harry Truman. The white marble mantel was orig-
was reproduced from a small piece of original White House paper inally installed during the administration of President Franklin
found under several layers of plaster and paneling secured while Pierce. The richly carved, laminated rosewood furniture was

made by John Henry Belter, a cabinetmaker in New York City
from 1844 to 1863. The silver service on the table belonged to
Mrs. Lincoln.

Displayed in this setting are the dresses worn by Sarah
Childress Polk (at far right) ; Betty Taylor Bliss (at right of win-
dow), daughter of President Taylor; Abigail Powers Fillmore
(at left of window); Jane Appleton Pierce; Harriet Lane (inSho_
front of mantel), niece of President Buchanan; Mary Todd
Lincoln (at left of table) ; and Martha Johnson Patterson, daugh-
ter of President Andrew Johnson. This was the era of the hoop
skirt in American period costume.

Green-bordered dessert plate from
the state china of President [ames
K. Polk.







1869-1893

GRANT * HAYES * GARFIELD * ARTHUR * CLEVELAND *« HARRISON

Plate from the service of Limoges
china made for use in ithe White
House during the administration of
President Benjamin Harrison.

This setting shows the Blue Room as it looked during the ad-
ministration of President Ulysses S. Grant. Contemporary photo-
graphs show black and gold borders on the walls, similar to the
ones in this setting. The black marble mantel was installed in the
White House during President Grant’s administration, but not in
the Blue Room. The gold furniture in the setting was purchased
for the Blue Room during President James Buchanan’s adminis-
tration and was used in that room until 1902. The rug is an
adaptation of one shown in the earliest photographs of the Blue
Room. A portrait of President Grant by William Cogswell hangs
over the mantel. The cloisonné vases on the mantel were gifts
reccived by the Grants during their round-the-world tour.

In this setting (from right to left) are dresses of Julia Dent
Grant; Lucy Webb Hayes; Lucretia Rudolph Garfield; Mary Ar-
thur McElroy, sister of President Arthur; Rose Elizabeth Cleve-
Iand, sister of President Cleveland; and Caroline Scott Harrison
and her daughter Mary Harrison McKee representing the admin-
istration of President Benjamin Harrison. The lavish decorations
of the room and the heavily embroidered and beaded dresses
characterize this period of the bustle.







1893-1921

By the end of the 19th century, the Blue Room had been re-
decorated in a robin’s-egg blue, and the style of decoration had
changed to the more sophisticated elegance depicted in this setting.
The gold furniture purchased in 1859 was still in use, but up-
holstery fabric had been changed to match the new color. A con-
temporary photograph shows that the door was hung with a cur-
tain draped in the manner shown in the setting. The two eagle-
design glass globes on the front Kganches of the gas chandelier
were used in the White House during this period.

Cut crystal water bottle in the “Rus-
sian” pattern from the state crystal
service cul for the administration of
President Theodore Roosevelt. This
pattern had been in wuse in the
White House since the administra-
tion of President Grover Cleveland.

CLEVELAND * McKINLEY * ROOSEVELT * TAFT * WILSON

Exhibited in this setting (from left to right) are the dresses of
Frances Folsom Cleveland, Ida Saxton McKinley, Ldith Kermit
Roosevelt, Helen Herron Taft, Ellen Axson Wilson, and Edith
Bolling Wilson. The beautiful fabrics and elaborate styling of
the inaugural ball gowns of Mrs. McKinley, Mrs. Roosevelt, and
Mrs. Taft are worthy of special attention.

The dresses worn by the first Mrs. Wilson and the second Mrs.
Wilson are representative of the transition period between the
stylized fashions of the 19th century and the more fluid lines of
the 20th century.







1921-1965

HARDING * COOLIDGE * HOOVER « ROOSEVELT -
TRUMAN <+ EISENHOWER *« KENNEDY * JOHNSON

The last setting in the series, shown on the cover of this
book, presents the East Room as it has looked during the 20th
century. The wood paneling and pilasters, the two marble man-
tels, and one of the gold mirror frames were actually used in the
East Room from the time of the restoration of the White House
in 1902 during the administration of President Theodore Roose-
velt until the renovation made during the administration of
President Truman.

The gold Steinway grand piano, Siven to the White House in
1903, was used in the East Room until the administration of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The gold furniture, used in the
East Room during the administration of President Herbert
Hoover, was retired to the National Museum in 1937.

The dresses of Florence Kling Harding (at far right in the
cover photograph) and Grace Goodhue Coolidge are typical of
the flapper fashions worn in the 1920’s. Bringing the fashions of
our First Ladies up to the present day are the dresses of Lou
Henry Hoover, Eleanor Roosevelt, Bess Wallace Truman, Mamie
Doud Eisenhower, Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, and Claudia
(Lady Bird) Taylor Johnson,

Service plate from the state china
used in the White House from
President Woodrow Wilson's ad-
ministration to President Herbert
Hoover's administration.




PROPOSED REMARKS--Dress Presentation, Smithsonian Institute,
June 24, 1976

Mr. Ripley, I'm delighted to have one of my favorite
dresses in thisiVery special collection. When T brought
visitors to this Hall, never in my wildest dreams did I
expect to ever be here myself.

I've often heard children in the hall point and ask:
who is that lady? That's the way I feel today. Surely,
the answer isn't Betty Ford. 1It's going to take a while to
get used to the idea I could come over to the Smithsonian
and see myself.’ I'm very thrilled.

Like SO many Americans, I've been educated and entef—
tained by the many wonders of the Smithsonian. I just want
to say thanks to all who work so hard to keep the Smithsonian
such a fascinating and growing treasure house. You really
are doing a fabulous job, and I'm very honored to become

part of the Institute.

e



Proposed Remarks, Dress Presentation, Smithsonian Institute,
June 24, 1976

Mr. Ripley, I'm delighted to present one of my
favorite dresses to this very special collection. When
I brought visitors to the First Ladies Hall, never in
my wildest dreams did I expect to be here myself.

I've often heard a child point and ask: who is
that lady? That's the way I feel today, and surely
the answer isn't Betty Ford. Me...in a museum. I'm
amazed. It's going to take me a while to get use to
the idea I would come over and see myself.
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I want to t all of you who work so hard to

keep the Smithsonian xnxkxxxxaxxxkxngzse—exc.LtJ.ngJ

sm and dondt e~ 2(/\,( :ggggg
This %arveéous compigiaé tertains and educates visitors

from all over the worldf?and I'm very thrilled to be
part of America's treasure house.

Thank you.



Proposed Remarks, First Ladies Collection, June 24, 1976

Mr. Ripley, I'm delighted to present one of my
favorite dresses to this collection. Through the years,
I've brought many visitors to the First Ladies Hall.
Never in my wildest dreams did I ever think one of
my dresses would be here. This is an honor I never
expected, and standing here Xxfmmkxjimzkxaxixkkks today
I fmmixyuskxaxkxkgtex still feel surprised to be part
of this Smithsonian exhibit. It's really quite a strange
fepxingxkmxkxkrew feeling, but a thrill.

-0~



First Ladies Collection, June 24, 1976

Mr. Ripley, I'm delighted to present one
of my favorite dresses to this marvelous collection.

Through the years, I've brought many visitors
to the First Ladies Hall. I cen just imagine how
surprised I would have been at the idea of I would
someday be part of this collection. I certainly
never dreamed I would smmefaxsmmexday ever be First
Lady, and standing here today I feel just a little

a

awad at becoming part of kkhm Smithsonian exhibit.

-0~



WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560

THE COLLECTION OF DRESSES OF THE FIRST LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE
IN THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND TECHNOLOGY

The Collection of Dresses of the First Ladies of the White House 1is
one of the most popular exhibits in the National Museum of History and
Technology. The idea of such a collection originated in the early 1900's
with Mrs. Julian James and Mrs. Rose Gouverneur Hoes, two public-spirited
citizens of Washington,D.C. The first dress received for the collection
was the inaugural gown of Mrs. William Howard Taft, the presiding First
Lady, who gave it to the Museum in 1912. Former First Ladies and their
descendants all over the United States were approached, and other dresses
were soon received. It was not long until the collection contained a
dress representing the administration of every past President of the
United States; and from the Taft administration to the present day, each
First Lady has added a dress to the collection. The dresses themselves
are exhibited on mannequins made to fit the individual dresses. The faces
are all alike, but the coiffure of each lady represented has been copied
from a picture or portrait of the lady, to give & varied and interesting
appearance to the entire group.

The collection is installed in a series of eight period settings
that give the viewer an opportunity to see the dresses in the type of
surroundings in which they were originally worn. Each case contains
dresses representing a time span of about 25 years. Changing styles
in White House decoration, from the earliest days to the present, are
shown in the settings, which are based on written descriptions of the
White House and available pictures. The collection is a graphic represen-
tation of the changes in American period costume from the administration
of President George Washington to that of the present day, and as such it
1s of great interest to students of costume design.

The collection contains dresses worn by the ladies who actually acted
as hostesses in the White House rather than jJust the Presidents' wives.
It was found as the collection was assembled that frequently circumstances
did not permit a President's wife to act in her official capacity and that
a relative or close family friend acted as First Lady for the President.
There are now 16 inaugural dresses in the collection. Inaugural gowns were
not available for many of the early First Ladies, and some of the later
administrations have been inaugurated without any elsborate festivities.

Leaflet T3-3
Smithsonian Institution



Information From the

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

WasHINGTON, D. C.

20560

DESCRIPTION OF LADIES REPRESENTED IN OUR COLLECTION OF DRESSES
OF THE FIRST LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE

NAME

HEIGHT OF MANNEQUIN

Martha Washington
Abigail Smith Adams
Martha Jefferson Randolph
Dolley Madison

Elizabeth K. Monroe
Maria Monroe Gouverneur
Louisa Catherine Adams
Emily Donelson

Sarah Yorke Jackson
Sarah Angelica Van Buren
Jane Irwin Findlay
Julia Gardiner Tyler
Sarah Childress Polk

Betty Taylor Bliss Dandridge

Abigall Powers Fillmore
Jane Appleton Pierce
Harriet Lane Johnston
Mary Todd Lincoln
Martha Johnson Patterson
Julia Dent Grant

Lucy Webb Hayes

Lucretia Rudolph Garfield
Mary Arthur McElroy

Rose Elizabeth Cleveland
Caroline Scott Harrison
Mary Harrison McKee
Frances Folsom Cleveland
Ida Saxton McKinley
Edith Carow Roosevelt
Helen Herron Taft

Ellen Axson Wilson

Edith Bolling Wilson
Florence Kling Harding
Grace Goodhue Coolidge
Lou Henry Hoover

Anna Eleanor Roosevelt
Bess Wallace Truman
Mamie Doud Eisenhower
Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy
Claudia Taylor Johnson
Patricia Nixon

Leaflet 73-4
Smithsonian Institution
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Brown

Dark Brown
Chestnut
Black
Black
Brown
Brown
Auburn
Black
Dark Brown
Gray

Dark Black
Dark Black
Brown
Auburn
Dark
Blonde
Brown
Light Brown
Graying Brown
Dark Black
Brown
Dark

Dark Brown
Gray
Brown
Brown
Gray
Brown
Graying Brown
Golden Brown
Dark Brown
Gray

Brown
Gray

Brown

Gray

Brown
Brown

Dark Brown
Blonde

EYES

Hazel

Dark Brown
Blue

Blue

Blue

Blue

Dark

Brown

Dark Brown
Dark Brown
Brown
Hazel Gray
Dark

Blue

Blue

Dark

Dark Blue
Blue

Blue

Hazel

Dark Brown
Brown
Dark

Dark Brown
Hazel
Brown

Blue

Blue

Cray

Dark Blue
Brown
Dark Brown
Blue

Hazel

Blue

Blue

Blue

Blue

Brown
Brown
Brown



FIRST LADIES

Presidents Wives and Hostesses
- of the
White House

Photographic prints (8"x10" contact including
border) are available for $1.25 each. These reproductions
are the best available from the portraits in the Library's
collections. However, they vary considerably according
to the quality of the original,

Orders are subject to a minimum charge of $2.00,
with minimum postage fees of $.25 for orders of $10.00 or
less, and $1.00 for orders over $10.00.

Negative numbers and names should be given when
ordering prints. Single-weight glossy prints will be
furnished unless double-weight semi-matte prints are
specified. Address requests and make remittances payable to:

Chief, Photoduplication Service
Library of Congress
Washington, D. C. 20540

25-15¢g









ADMINISTRATION

FIRST LADIES

NEGATIVE NUMBER

1. Washington

2. John Adams

- Jefferson

3 Jefferson
Jefferson

. Madison

. Monroe

. Monroe

. John Q. Adams

. Jackson

9. Jackson

10, Jackson

11. Van Buren

12. Van Buren

13. W. H, Harrison

- W. H. Harrison

14, W, H. Harrison

15, Tyler
16, Tyler
17. Tyler
18, Tyler
19, Polk

- Taylor
20. Taylor

21. Fillmore
22. Fillmore
23, Fillmore
24. Pierce

- Pierce

25. Buchanan
26. Lincoln
27. A. Johnson
28. A. Johnson

29. Grant
30. Hayes
31. Garfield
32. Arthur
33. Arthur

34, Cleveland

35. Cleveland

36. B. Harrison

37. B. Harrison

38. B. Harrison

39. McKinley

40. T. R. Roosevelt
41. T. R. Roosevelt
42. Taft

43. Taft

44, Wilson
45, Wilson
46. Wilson
47, Wilson

48, Harding

49, Coolidge

50. Hoover

S1. F. D. Roosevelt
52. Truman

53. Eisenhower

54, Kennedy
55. L. B. Johnson
56. Nixon

*Wife

*Martha Dandridge (Custis) Washington
*Abigail Smith Adams

Martha Wayles (Skelton) Jefferson
Martha Jefferson Randolph

Maria '"Polly" Wayles Jefferson Eppes
*Dolley Payne (Todd) Madison
*Elizabeth Kortright Monroe

Eliza Monroe Hay
*Louisa Catherine Johnson Adams
*Rachel Donelson (Robgrds) Jackson
Emily Tennessee Donelson

Sarah Yorke Jackson

*Hannah Hoes Van Buren

Angelica Singleton Van Buren
*Anna Tuthill Symmes Harrison

Jane Irwin Harrison

Jane Irwin Findlay
*Letitia Christian Tyler

Priscilla Cooper Tyler

Letitia Tyler Semple
*Julia Gardiner Tyler
*Sarah Childress Polk

Margaret Mackall Smith Taylor

Mary Elizabeth '"Betty" Taylor Bliss (Dandridge)

*Abigail Powers Fillmore
Mary Abigail Fillmore

*Caroline Carmichael (McIntosh) Fillmore

*Jane Means Appleton Pierce
Abby Kent Means

Harriet Lane (Johnston)

*Mary Todd Lincoln

*Eliza McCardle Johnson

Martha Johnson Patterson
*Julia Dent Grant

*Lucy Ware Webb Hayes

*Lucretia Rudolph Garfield
*Ellen Lewis Herndon Arthur
Mary Arthur McElroy

Rose Elizabeth Cleveland
*Frances Folsom Cleveland
*Caroline Lavinia Scott Harrison
Mary Scott Harrison McKee

*Mary Scott Lord (Dimmick) Harrison
*Ida Saxton McKinley

*Alice Hathaway Lee Roosevelt
*Edith Kermit Carow Roosevelt
*Helen Herron Taft

Helen Herron Taft (Manning)
*Ellen Louise Axson Wilson

Helen Woodrow Bones

Margaret Woodrow Wilson

*Edith Bolling (Galt) Wilson
*Florence Kling (DeWolf) Harding
*Grace Anna Goodhue Coolidge
*Lou Henry Hoover

*Anna Eleanor Roosevelt Roosevelt

*Elizabeth "Bess" Virginia Wallace Truman

*Mary '""Mamie' Geneva Doud Eisenhower
*Jacqueline Lee Bouvier Kennedy

*Claudia Alta "Lady Bird" Taylor Johnson

*Patricia Ryan Nixon

LC-USZ62-25767
LC-USZ62-25768

No portrait known

LC-USZ62-25769

No portrait known

LC-USZ62-25770
LC-USZ62-25771
LC-USZ62-25819
LC-USZ62-25772
LC-USZ262-25773
LC-USZ262-25774
LC-USZ62-25775
LC-USZ62-25776
LC-USZ62-25777
LC-USZ62-25820

D.A.R, ,Vincennes,Ind

LC-USZ62-25778
LC-USZ62-25779
LC-USZ62-25780
LC-USZ62-25818
LC-USZ62-25781
LC-USZ62-25782

Spurious portrait

LC-USZ62-25783
LC-USZ62-25784
LC-USZ62-25785
LC-USZ62-25786
LC-USZ62-25787
Not available
LC-USZ62-25788
LC-USZ62-25789
LC-USZ62-25821
LC-USZ262-25790
LC-USZ62-25791
LC-USZ62-25792
LC-USZ62-25793
LC-USZ62-25794
LC-USZ62-25795
LC-USZ62-25796
LC-USZ62-25797
LC-USZ62-25798
LC-USZ62-25799
LC-USZ62-25800
LC-USZ62-25801
LC-USZ62-25802
LC-USZ62-25803
LC-USZ62-25804
LC-USZ62-25805
LC-USZ62-25806
LC-USZ62-25807
LC-USZ62-25817
LC-USZ62-25808
LC-USZ62-25809
LC-USZ62-25810
LC-USZ62-25811
LC-USZ62-25812
LC-USZ62-25813

LC-USZ62-25814
LC-USZ62-25815
LC-USZ62-25816

LC-USZ62-35648



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
U. S. National Museum
Department of Civil History
Washington, D. C. 20560

PHOTOGRAPHS OF FIRST LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE

Black and white, 8 by 10 inch photographic prints of First Ladies
of the White House, as listed below, may be purchased from the Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, D. C. 20560, at $3.80 per print. An additional
25 cents should be added to each order to cover cost of mailing and
handling. Please order by negative number and make remittance payable
to the Smithsonian Institution.

Martha Washington, wife of President George Washington, from
the oil portrait by John Trumbull........... centecerenesaeas 26483

Louisa Catherine Adams, wife of President John Quincy Adams,
from the oil portrait by Charles Bird King....... cesnersaane 1okl

Jane Irwin Findlay (Mrs. James Findlay), family friend and
hostess for President William Henry Harrison, from
a daguerreotype.ceeecccecieasen sececsecreesaasresanatscaanos «e. 37320

Abigail Powers Fillmore, wife of President Millard Fillmore,
from a photograph contemporary with her stay in the
White HOUS€eeneororeoonnnn Ceteeneaseceercesensanns cessescees 41283

Harriet Lane Johnston, niece and First Lady for President
James Buchanan, from a miniature on ivory by
Jo Henry‘BI‘OW'n........ ----- ® 8 0 0 0 0 0000900 00080 LEELLLEBOETRTE 676-A

Julia Dent Grant, wife of President Ulysses S. Grant, in a
family scene painted by William Cogswell........... Cheetians 663

Rose Elizabeth Cleveland, sister of and White House hostess
for President Grover Cleveland during his bachelorhood,
from a contemporary photOgrapPhe.csecessecsscesesccssececssnas 43829

Pnotographs of First Ladies (Presidents' Wives and Hostesses of the
White House) may be obtained from the Library of Congress, Washington, D. C.
For a list of the negative numbers and instructions for ordering write to
the Photoduplication Service, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 20540.
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Information From the

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

WaSHINGTON, D. C. 20560

PHOTOGRAPH NUMBERS OF DRESSES OF FIRST LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE

Processing fees for black and white photographs are listed on
the attached photographic services information sheet. The fee
for color slides of the First Ladies Gowns is $.40 each with

a $2.00 processing fee per order. A complete set of slides
with a descriptive listing is available for $18.00. Please
refer all questions concerning photographic orders to the
Photographic Services Division.

Dress worn by: Negative No. Slide No.
Martha Washington (Mrs. George Washington) ................. 57614 72-2401
Abigail Adams (Mrs. John Adams) ..........c.ceiiiiininnnonn. 57615 72~2402
Shawl worn by Martha Jefferson Randolph (Mrs. Thomas

Randolph), daughter of President Thomas Jefferson ........ 57616 72-2403
Dolley Madison (Mrs. James Madison) ..........cueiieneeunn... 57617 72-2404
Elizabeth K. Monroe (Mrs. James Monroe) Courtesy of the

President James Monroe Museum, Fredericksburg, Va. ....... 57618 72-2405
Marie Monroe Gouverneur (Mrs. Samuel L. Gouverneur),

daughter of President James Monroe. Courtesy of the

President James Monroe Museum, Fredericksburg, Va. ....... 57619 72-2406
Louisa Catherine Adams (Mrs. John Quincy Adams) ............ 57620 72-2407
*Emily Donelson (Mrs. Andrew Donelson), niece of

President Andrew JacksSOn ........cuiiiiinrriniernnnnnnnnnn 57621 72-2408
Sarah Yorke Jackson (Mrs. Andrew Jackson, Jr.), wife of

adopted son of President Andrew Jackson .................. 57622 72-2409
Angelica Singleton Van Buren (Mrs. Abram Van Buren),

daughter-in-law of President Martin Van Buren ............ 57623 72~2410
*Jane Irwin Findlay (Mrs. James Findlay), hostess for

President William Henry Harrison ......................... 57624 72-2411
Julia Gardiner Tyler (Mrs. John Tyler) .............ccvvu.v... 57625 72-2412
*Sarah C. Polk (Mrs. James K. POlK) ......coiviiriniinnnnnn. 57626 72-2413
Betty Taylor Bliss (Mrs. William W. Bliss), daughter of

President Zachary Taylor ............cciiiiiiinienninnnnnn. 57627 72-2414
Abigail Powers Fillmore (Mrs. Millard Fillmore) ............ 57628 72-2415
Jane Appleton Pierce (Mrs. Franklin Pierce) ................ 57629 72-2416



-

PHOTOGRAPH NUMBERS OF DRESSES OF FIRST LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE

Dress worn by: Negative No. Slide No.
Harriet Lane, niece of President James Buchanan ............ 57630 72-2417
Mary Todd Lincoln (Mrs. Abraham Lincoln) ................... 57631 72-2418
Martha Johnson Patterson (Mrs. David T. Patterson),
daughter of President Andrew Johnson ................. ..., 57632 72-2419
*Julia Dent Grant (Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant) ................... 57633 72-2420
Lucy Webb Hayes (Mrs. Rutherford B. Hayes) ................. 57634 72-2421
*Lucretia R. Garfield (Mrs. James A. Garfield) .............. 57635 72-2422
Mary Arthur McElroy (Mrs. John McElroy), sister
of President Chester Arthur ...........c.oeuiineennenn.onn ' 57636 72-2423
Rose Cleveland, sister of President Grover Cleveland ....... 57637 72-2424
*Caroline Scott Harrison (Mrs. Benjamin Harrison) ........... 57638 72-2425
*Mary Harrison McKee (Mrs. James McKee), daughter of
President Benjamin Harrison .........c.oiiiiiiiiinnnn. 57639 72-2426
Frances Folsam Cleveland (Mrs. Grover Cleveland) ........... 57640 72-2427
*Ida Saxton McKinley (Mrs. William McKinley) ................ 57641 72-2428
*Edith Carow Roosevelt (Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt) ............ 57642 72-2429
*Helen Herron Taft (Mrs. William Howard Taft) ............... 57643 72-2430
Ellen Axson Wilson (Mrs. Woodrow Wilson I) ................. 57644 72-2431
Edith Bolling Wilson (Mrs. Woodrow Wilson II) ........:...... 57645 72-2432
Florence Kling Harding (Mrs. Warren G. Harding) ............ 57646 72-2433
Grace Goodhue Coolidge (Mrs. Calvin Coolidge) .............. 57647 72-2434
Lou Henry Hoover (Mrs. Herbert Hoover) ..................... 57648 72-2435
*Anna Eleanor Roosevelt (Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt) ........ 57649 72-2436
*Bess Wallace Truman (Mrs. Harry S. Truman) ................. 57650 72-2437
*Mamie Doud Eisenhower (Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower) .......... 57651 72-2438
*Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy (Mrs. John F. Kennedy) .......... 57652 72-2439
*Lady Bird Taylor Johnson (Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson) .......... 57653 72-2440
*Patricia Ryan Nixon (Mrs. Richard M. Nixon) ................ 73315 72-2441

—Compiled by the Division of Political History,
The National Museum of History and Technology,
Smithsonian Institution
Washington, D.C. 20560

*Inaugural dresses
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ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT GEORGE WASHINGTON

MARTHA DANDRIDGE CUSTIS WASHINGTON

Martha Dandridge was born on a large plantation on the Pamunkey River in
Virginia on June 21 of the year 1731. She was the oldest child of Colonel
John Dandridge and Frances Jones Dandridge.

Martha had no formal education, but until she was 15 years old her days
were filled with lessons in housekeeping, music, dancing and sewing. She
entered society in the town of Williamsburg at the age of 15 and was a reigning
belle until she married Daniel Parke Custis, a wealthy planter with a fortune in
lands, slaves and money, in 1749. At his death a few years later, Martha was left
a wealthy widow with two small children.

A year after the death of her husband, Martha Custis first met Colonel
George Washington, just returned from the Braddock campaign and already well known
and respected in his native state. They were married in 1759. The bride is
described at this time as short, slight with brown hair and brown eyes.

George Washington and his wife, Martha, with the two young Custis children,
settled down at Mount Vernon where they lived the leisurely attractive life
customary of the Virginia planter. Their home became famous throughout Virginia
for its hospitality, with Martha as its hostess.

At the outbreak of the Revolutiqnary War, George Washington became the
general of the Continental Army and Martha Washington began her life

as wife of a public servant. She followed her husband into camp
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during the long winters of the war, returning to Mount Vernon during
the summer campaigns. Her dignity and courage were an inspiration
to her husband and his troops and she contributed materially to

the comfort of the small army whenever she was in camp.

General and Mrs. Washington returned to Mount Vernon at the end
ot the war to resume the quiet, leisurely life they enjoyed at their
home. But again Washington was called to serve his country, and
Martha Washington became the wife of the first President of the
United States. Lacking precedent for her manner of entertaining,

Mrs. Washington settled many questions of official etiquette with
common sense and dignity. She received her guests seated at her weekly
recepblons, and it is thus we find her presented in our collection.
Accounts of Mrs. Washington describe her as a short person, with white
powdered hair, wearing fine clothes of satins, silks, and velvets, who
had the ability to give a homelike charm to the most formal occasion.
Martha Washington was not sorry to step down from her position after
elght years, as, she had felt as First Lady "more like a state

prisoner than anything else,"

The last years of her life were spent at Mount Vernon, surrounded
by her husband and grandchildren but acting even then as a gracious
hostess for the many visitors who came to pay theilr respects to her husband.
The three years of her life which followed the death of George Washington
were spent at Mount Vernon in virtual retirement, and she was laid to

rest at his side in 1802.

Leaflet 72-24
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DRESS OF MARTHA DANDRIDGE CUSTIS WASHINGTON

First Lady 1789-1797

The dress which was worn by Martha Washington, the first of our
Presidential Hostesses, is made of faille in the more conservative
style of the late eighteenth century. It has a voluminous skirt and a
tightfitting bodice which laces down the back. The low neckline of the
dress is edged with an inch width of fine lace. Around the shoulders of
the figure is a soft, white shawl of Mechlin lace, and she wears lace
mitts on her hands. As Mrs. Washington was accustomed to wearing a
"Mob Cap" to all social functioné, she is represented in this collection
with one of white lace on her head.

The material of this dress, which was probably purchased in London,
is salmon pink in color and the faille 1s hand-painted with a black-white
ribbon chain which forms medallion spaces all over the dress. Each
medallion 1is joined to the next with a emerald green square. In the larger
of the medallions are painted native wild flowers of North America--the
violet, buttercup, daisy, morning-glory, arbutus; and in the smaller
spaces are painted insects such as the grasshopper, spider, fly, ladybug
and the wasp.

Mrs. Washington holds in her hands a brown satin bag which she made
and which is embroidered in ribbon work. The name "Mrs. Washington"
in old-fashioned script is worked across the front of the bag.

Leaflet 72-30
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ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT JAMES MADISON

DOLLEY PAYNE TODD MADISON

Dolley Payne was born in 1772 in North Carolina, the second
chi’d of John and Mary Coles Payne of Virginia ancestry. 1In 1783,
while Dolley was still a little girl, her father joined the Society
of Friends and mored his family to Philadelphia to ensable his
children to participate in the educational and religious benefits
available in the city of the Quakers. In Philadelphia, Dolley
was broughf up in the strict discipline of the soclety and her maturing
beauty was hidden in the somber dress of the Quakers. But the discipline
and Quaker dress did not conceal the happy personality and warm heart
with which nature had blessed Dolley Payne. She married another young
Quaker when she was nineteen years old - John Todd, a rising lawyer
in Philadelphia. For three short years she lived the quiet secluded
1ife of a Quaker wife and mother, and then in 1793 John Todd died in
8 yellow fever epldemic leaving Dolley a widow with a small son.

Meanwhile Philadelphia had become the capital of the newly formed
United States and Philadelphia streets were crowded with strangers,
the great and near great concerned with the management of the country.
No wonder the young wicfow attracted attention, as she is described as having
laughing Irish blue eyes, curling black hair, and warm-hued skin.

She attracted none other than the '"great 1little Madison", one



-2-
of the most talented members of the Congress and a statesman of
wealth and social position. They were married in 1794 at the residence
of Dolley's young sister in Virginia. The bride was 23 at that time,
and her husband was over 20 years older. The wedding took place with
the approval and best wishes of President and Mrs. Washington and other
leaders of the young country who were particularly interested in
Mr. Madison's career.

Dolley, her young son and new husband went immediately to
"Montpelier", the Madison estate in Virginia, where they lived a quiet,
leisurely 1life until 1801, when James Madison was called to Washington
to be Secretary of State for Preéident Thomas Jefferson. Already Dolley's
popularity was established with her Virginia kin and the trip to
Washington inecluded visits at many of the homes at which she was so
welcome. 1In Washington the Madison home quickly became the center of
society for that gay city. Blessed with a desire to please and a
willingness to be pleased, she was soon loved by everyone and political
quarrels were soothed by her gracious tact.

As President Jefferson's daughters were often not available to
hostess at the White House, Mrs. Madison presided over many of the
receptions and formal dinners and Mr. Jefferson greatly depended on her
for assistance. In 1809 James Madison succeeded Jefferson as President
and Dolley Madison moved into the White House as First Lady. The eight
years of the administration which followed were years of stately galety
and a perpetual round of parties.‘ Dolley was 37 years old, still

young in appearance and well accomplished in social knowledge.
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She had discarded Quaker dress many years before and she now dressed
handsomely and "in the mode". Mrs. Margaret Bayard Smith, entertaining
chronicler of early Washington socie£y, writes of her as follows:

"She iooked like a Queen...... It would be absolutely impossible for
anyone to behave with more perfect propriety than she did. Unassuming
dignity, sweetness and grace. She really in manner and appearance
answered all my ideas of royalty".

Dolley Madison's popularity withstood the increasing political
animosities of the last adminisération of her husband and the troubled
years of the War of 1812. Though she was forced to flee from the
White House before an invading .army, she returned to the city and the
administration closed in a blaze of social glory.

The Madisons returned to Montpelier and lived there until the
death of President Madison in 1836. The next winter Dolley Madison
returned to Washington and again her home became one of the centers of
society in that city. She retained her great popularity to the end of
her 1ife, and she died loved and respected by all in 1849.

The record made by the delightful personallty of this unusual
woman has endured even to this day. She remains for each generation

one of the best known and best loved First Ladiles of the White House.

Leaflet 72-25
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DRESS OF DOLLEY PAYNE TODD MADISON
First Lady, 1809-1817

Dolley Madison wore this dress in 1816 at a New Year's Day
reception held in their temporary home in Washington, D. C., at
19th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. during the reconstruction of
the White House. Her dress was described by Mrs. Benjamin
Crowninshield, wife of the Secretary of the Navy, as " yellow
satin embroidered all over with sprigs of butterflies, not two
alike in the dress; a narrow border in all colors; made high-

in-the-neck; a little cape, long sleeves and a white bonnet with

feathers."

The exquisite multicolor Chinese embroidery also includes
insects and flowers. This dress exemplifies the Empire style

worn in the United States in the first quarter of the 19th Century.

Leaflet 72-31
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ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN

MARY TODD LINCOLN

Mary Todd was born in Lexington, Kentucky in 1818, daughter of pioneer
settlers of the Blue Grass State. Her father, Robert Smith Todd, was a
leading citizen of his community. Her mother died when Mary was T, and
her father married again in a short time. Mary had the advantages of a nice
home and pleasant social l1life and.she was well educated in private schools.

As she grew up, she was described by her companions as "vivacious, nervous,
impulsive, excitable, with a charming personality, marred only by cutting
sarcastic wit which cut deeper than she intended". It was said that she
had clear-blue eyes, long lashes, light brown hair with a glint of bronze,
and a lovely complexion.

When Mary Todd was 21 years old she went to Springfield, Illinois to live
with her sister, Mrs. Ninian Edwards. Here she met Abraham Lincoln, and two
years later after a stormy courtship and broken engagement, they were married.
Though the two were opposite in many ways, there was always between them the
strong tie of their mutual ambitions. The years in Springfield brought hard
work, a family of boys, and reduced family circumstances to the pleasure-loving
girl who had never felt responsibility before. Under the stress, there
appeared the first signs of mentai disability that in later years changed her

whole personality.
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The Lincoln's first home was a room in a boarding house in Springfield.
After a year there, and another year in a rented home, they moved into a
modest house of their own, the famous house on 8th Street, in which they
lived until they left Springfield in 1861.

In 1846 Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress and Mary and the
children spent a winter with him in Washington. It was her first taste of
Washington social life although; as wife of a poor Congressman from the
West with two small children, there was not much opportunity for her to
enjoy it. Lincoln returned to his law practice in Springfield after the
next election.

He was back in politics in 1858, helping to form the new Republican
party and he ran in the Illinois éenatorial race that year against
Stephen Douglas. Though Lincoln lost the election, he made some valuable
contacts and the series of debates, to which he had challenged Douglas, made
him well known both in the party and in the nation. In 1860 Abraham Lincoln
was chosen as Republican nominee for President of the United States and he
won the election. The faith of the young Mary Todd in the future of the man
she had chosen as her husband was amply justified.

The years Mrs. Lincoln spent in the White House were not happy ones,
though the position fulfilled her high social ambitions. It was not easy
for the woman who had been Mary Todd of Kentucky to mske a place in Washington
during the Civil War years, despité her ample social qualifications, because
in a city of Southerners she was scorned as a traitor to her Southern birth.

Domestic bereavement and the horrors of war robbed the White House of many
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social pleasures. Apparently to compensate for the frustrations of her
social 1life, Mrs. Lincoln started an orgy of spending which lagted for the
whole four years and for which she was widely criticized.

When President Lincoln was assassinated in 1865, Mary Todd Lincoln was
shattered in mental and physical health and the next 17 years held nothing
but sorrow for her. With her son Tad she traveled comstantly in search of
health and peace of mind, tortured with distorted ideas of her financial
situation. After Tad's untimely death in 1871, she slipped over into a
world of illusion in which she was always pursued by fear of poverty and
assassination. A misunderstood and tragic figure, she passed away in 1882
at her sister's home in Springfield, Illinois, the same house from which

she had walked as the bride of Abraham Lincoln, 4O years before.
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DRESS OF MARY TODD LINCOLN

First Lady, 1861-1865

The dress of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln is made of royal purple velvet
with the tight bodice and full skirt of the hoop-skirt period.
Mrs. Lincoln's fondness for clothes is displayed in the excellent
taste she used in selecting her wardrobe. Shades of lavender and
purple were her favorite colors and this dress 1s of a deep, rich
hue. The seams of the dress, skirt and bodice, the hem of the skirt,
and the bottom of the bodice are piped with narrow white satin cord.
The neck of the dress is trimmed with an elaborate fichu of black
Alencon lace with a white edge and the short puffed sleeves are made
of white net and Alencon lace.

Accompanying this dress is a fan made of purple taffeta and a
purple parasol, which was carried with the dress, is also displayed
in the case. The parasol was an indispensible accessory of dress of
the period and seldom did a lady go for a promenade or a drive without
her tiny parasol.

The wreath of flowers which encircles the head of Mrs. Lincoln's

figure recalls her favorite style of coiffure.
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ADMINISTRATION OF CALVIN COOLIDGE

GRACE GOODHUE COOLIDGE

Grace Goodhue was born in Burlington, Vermont in 1879 the daughter of
Andrew and Lemira B. Goodhue. Her childhood, that of an only child, was
uneventful in the little Green Mountain town. It was at this time she first
heard of a school for teaching deaf children in Northampton, Massachusetts
from one of her father's friends and she determined to share this charitable
work. Toward this end she attendéd the University of Vermont, from which she
graduated in 1902 with her degree. She went to Northampton that same year
to teach at the Clarke School for.the Deaf.

Calvin Coolidge met Grace Goodhue when she was a teacher at Clarke
School, when she was just in her early twenties, a lovely girl. They met
casually, went to the same boating, picnicking, dancing, whist-club set,
composed largely of members of the Congregational Church. They became engaged
in the early summer of 1905 and were married in October. For nearly a
year the Coolidges lived in a boarding house, then they moved into half of a
double house two weeks before their first baby was born. Mrs. Coolidge ran
t?e little house herself, doing all her own housework, and she budgeted
household expenses well within the income of a struggling young lawyer in a
small town.

To Grace Coolidge may be credited a full and proper share in her husband's

rise in politics. She worked hard, kept up appearances, did her part in
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town activities, attended her church and played the game of the politician's
wife. ©She supplemented her husband's natural shyness with a gay friendliness
and managed the soclal 1ife of the small family to offset the lack of social
graces enjoyed by Mr. Coolidge.

Four years later another son was born to the Coolidges, while Calvin
Coolidge was Mayor of Northampton. While he was a member of the State
Legislature and State Senate, and later as Lieutenant Governor, the Coolidge
family remained in their small home in Northampton, while Calvin rented a
dollar and a half room in Boston and came home on weekends. When he was
elected Govefnor, he continued to follow the same routine, as Massachusetts
was without an executive residence. On high days and holidays, Mrs. Coolidge
came down to Boston, but for the ﬁost part she remained in Northampton with
her boys.

They were still living in their duplex apartment in Northampton when
they went to Washington in 1921, when Calvin Coolidge was elected Vice President
of the United States. As wife of the Vice President, Grace Coolidge went
from the quiet 1life of a housewife to which she was accustomed into the
complexity of Washington social life, and she adapted herself so quickly that
she became the most popular woman in the nation's capital. Much of her
popularity was due to her warm friendliness, her zest for life, and her innate
simplicity. ©She was quite a pretty woman, with sparkling brown eyes and
brown hair, a nice figure, and a pleasant smile.

With the death of President Harding in 1923, Grace Goodhue Coolidge

became the wife of the President of the United States and the First Lady of
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the White House. The social 1life of the White House instituted by Mrs. Coolidge
was simple but dignified. Her time and her friendliness now belonged to the
nation and she was generous with both. Even under the sorrow of the sudden

and tragic death of her youngest son at the age of 1, she remained strong

and heroic, never allowing her personal grief to interfere with her duties

as First Lady. Her charm, tact and gaiety made Mrs. Coolidge one of the

most popular hostesses of the White House, and she left Washington in 1929

with the nation's respect and love.

When the Coolidges left the White House they returned to their duplex
house in Northampton. Mrs. Coolidge resumed her church activities, was
associated with the Red Cross and 6ther organized community enterprises.
They later bought a large house on the outskirts of the town, a plaée known
as "The Beéches". In 1931 Mrs. Coolidge was voted one of America's greatest
~ living women, and she was presented a gold medal by the National Institute
of Social Sciences for her "fine personal influence exerted as First Lady of
the Land"., Calvin Coolidge died at "The Beeches" in 1933.

Mrs. Coolidge maintained her home on the outskirts of Northampton until

her death in 1957.
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DRESS OF MRS. CALVIN COOLIDGE

First Lady, 1923 - 1929

The dress which represents the administration of Calvin Coolidge in the
collection is typical of the gtyle of the period in which the dress was worn.
The only representative of the flapper period in the First Ladies' collection,
Mrs. Coolldge's dress always causes much comment among visitors to the Museum.

The bodice of the dress is perfectly plain with a low neckline and with
the waistline lowered almost to the hips. The low waistline is encircled by a
rhinestone belt which buckles at the front of the dress. The bodlice blouses
out a bit at the waist. The skirt ié made of three tiers of velvet. The
pointed train, which is yards long from the shoulder straps, adds to the formal
appearance of the dress,

This dress is one of the most typical of the period of fashion it
represents in the whole collection. American women, at this time, dressed
in short dresses for all occasions and evening dresses did not become ankle
length again until the 1930's. Mrs. Coolidge's good taste is displayed in
the truly lovely quality and color of the rose chiffon velvet out of which
the dress is made. The slippers which were worn with the dress are of the
same rose velvet with gold heels and rhinestone buckles. Mrs. Coolidge placed
her Pi Beta Phi Sorority pin upon the left breast of the figure soon after the
dress was installed in the case.

In 1945 Mrs. Coolidge sent to the Museum a string of pearls and an

ecru lace handkerchief to improve the installation of the dress.
Leaflet 72-33
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ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON

CLAUDIA (LADY BIRD) TAYLOR JOHNSON

When Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson became First Lady of the United States
in 1963, she told reporters that her role "must emerge in deeds and
not in words"  During her administration, the "deeds" prompted many
words to describe the petite brunette First Lady in varying ways such
as "The Great Society's most effective translator", "America's Green
Thumb", and ﬁthe symbol of the beautification movement". Warm,
human, and compassionate are pﬁrases that highlighted the descriptions
of Mrs. Johnson.

This is the Mrs. Johnson who emerged through speeches, tree-plantings,
hostessing Heads of State or youth groups at the White House, and some
half a dozen trips on her own each year, into various parts of the
country to urge Americans to make their land more attractive and livesble.
By serving as Honorary Chairman of Project Headstart, she demonstrated
her deep concern with the needs of the small children of the nation. When
the President urged Americans to rally behind a national program of
conservation and beauty, Mrs. Johnson organized a Committee for a
More Beautiful Qapital, an example for civic beautification committees
throughout the land.

To promote one of the President's important objectives -- a greater
role for women -- sghe encouraged women to lend a hand in shaping world
understanding. ©She worked to define the role of women today which she

considered to be "the right to participate fully -- whether in jobs,

professions, or the political 1ife of the community". She felt that her
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own role was to be preeminently a woman, a wife, a mother, a
thinking citizen.

Mrs. Johnson was born in Karnack, Texas, on December 22, 1912,
the daughter of Thomas Jefferson Tayler, a small town merchant-landowner,
and Minnie Patillo Taylor. The pages of history may list her as
Claudia Alta Taylor, but the First Lady became universally known as
"Lady Bird" or simply "Bird", a name given to her as a child. Mrs. Johnson
receivedla Bachelor of Arts on 1933 from the University of Texas and
a Bachelor of Journalism in 1934. Shortly thereafter, she met Lyndon
Baines Johnson, Secretary to Texas Congressman Richard Kleberg, and
became his bride on November 17, 1934. She was quickly introduced into
the ways of Washington 1ife and spent the next 26 years in the public
eye as the wife of a Congressman, Senator, and Vice-President. Two
deughters, Lynda Bird and Luci Baines were born during those early years
in Washington. Mrs. Johnson entered the White House with a long record
of having been a partner in the political life of her husband. The two
Johnson daughters were married during their father's Administration with
Lynda's marriage to Charles S. Robb taking place in the East Room of the
White House. Mrs. Johnson left the White House in 1969 and moved back
to the LBJ ranch in Johnson City, Texas with her husband., There she devotes
her time to her home, the Johnson Library and to her financisl interest
in the television business. Her first task on leaving the White House
was to work on a book about her years spent there which is titled

White House Diary. It was published in 1970.

Leaflet 72-29
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CLAUDIA (LADY BIRD) TAYLOR JOHNSON
First Lady, 1963 - 1969

The inaugural ball gown worn by Mrs. Johnson on January 20, 1965,
is made of Jjonquil yellow double woven satin. The gown, cut with
classic simplicity was designed by John Moore, the American couturier,
and was bought through Neiman-Marcus of Texas. The coat, designed
to be worn with tﬁe dress, is of matching fabric and has a standing
collar and three-quarter length sleeves trimmed with natural sable
cuffs. With the gown Mrs. Johnson wore yellow satin pumps, long
white gloves and a single sfrand of pearls and she carried an envelope

handbag of the dress fabric.

Leaflet 72-35
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DRESS OF PATRICIA RYAN NIXON

First Lady, 1969 -

On January 20, 1969, Mrs. Richard M. Nixon attended the
Tnaugural Ball wearing a mimosa silk satin gown with a long-
sleeve bolero jacket. The gown has a bell-shaped skirt, a
sleeveless bodice, and a small stand-up collar and narrow
cummerbund. The Jacket, collar and cummerbund are all heavily
embroidered with Byzantine scrolls of gold and silver bullion
and embellished with hand-set Austrian crystal jewels.

The gown was designed by Karen Stark of Harvey Berin. To
complete the ensemble, Mrs. ﬁixon wore matching silk shoes,

forearm length gloves, and carried a small matching box handbag.

Leaflet 72-36
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WasHINGTON, D, C. 20560

SELECTED RFADINGS ON THE FIRST LADIES OF THE WHITE KOUSE

Brown, Margaret W., The Dresses of the First lLadies of the Yhite House,
Washington, 1952, (This is the Smithsonian Inetitution’s own publication
about the famous collection of gowns. Each of the gowns is described
in detail and illustrated in color. Also included are a short biography
and a picture of each First Lady.) (OUT OF PRINT)

Bassett, Margaret, Profiles and Portraits of American Presidents ard Their
Wives, Bond Wheelwright Co., Freeport, Me., 1969,

Holloway, Laura C., The Ladies of the White House, Funk & Wagnalls,
New York, 1886.

Jensen, Amy LaFollette; The White House and Ifts Thirty-five Families,
McGraw-Hill, New York, 1970.

Melick, Arden Davis, Wives of the Presidents, Hammond, Inc.,
New Jersey, 1972.

Sadler, Christine, America's First Ladies, Hastings House, New York,
1948.

BOOKLETS:

The White House: An Historic Guide. Published by the White Housc
Historical Association, 1634 I Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20006

The Living White House. Published by the White House Historical
Association.

ALSG:

The Tirst Ladies Hall. Published by the
Smithsornian Institution Press, Publications
Distribution Section, Washington, D.C., 1973.

($1.50)
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THE COLLECTION OF DRESSES OF THE FIRST LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE
IN THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND TECHNOLOGY

The Collection of Dresses of the First Ladies of the White House is
one of the most popular exhibits in the National Museum of History and
Technology. The idea of such & collection originated in the early 1900's
with Mrs. Julian James and Mrs. Rose Gouverneur Hoes, two public-spirited
citizens of Washington,D.C. The first dress received for the collection
was the inaugural gown of Mrs. William Howard Taft, the presiding First
Lady, who gave it to the Museum in 1912. Former First Ladies and their
descendants all over the United States were approached, and other dresses
were soon recelved. It was not long until the collection contained a
dress representing the administration of every past President of the
United States; and from the Taft administration to the present day, each
First Lady has added a dress to the collection. The dresses themselves
are exhiblted on mannequins made to fit the individual dresses. The faces
are all alike, but the coiffure of each lady represented has been copied
from a picture or portrait of the lady, to give a varied and interesting
appearance to the entire group.

The collection is installed in a series of eight period settings
that give the viewer an opportunity to see the dresses in the type of
surroundings in which they were originally worn. Each case contains
dresses representing a time span of about 25 years. Changing styles
in White House decoration, from the earliest days to the present, are
shown in the settings, which are based on written descriptions of the
White House and available pictures. The collection is a graphic represen-
tation of the changes in American period costume from the administration
of President George Washington to that of the present day, and as such it
is of great interest to students of costume design.

The collection contains dresses worn by the ladies who actually acted
as hostesses 1n the White House rather than just the Presidents' wives.
It was found as the collection was assembled that frequently circumstances
did not permit a President's wife to act in her official capacity and that
a relative or close family friend acted as First Lady for the President.
There are now 16 inaugural dresses in the collection. Inaugural gowns were
not avallable for many of the early First Ladies, and some of the later
administrations have been inaugurated without any elaborate festivities.

Leaflet T3-3
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PHOTOGRAPH NUMBERS OF DRESSES OF FIRST LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE

Processing fees for black and white photographs are listed on
the attached photographic services information sheet. The fee
for color slides of the First Ladies Gowns is $.40 each with

a $2.00 processing fee per order. A complete set of slides
with a descriptive listing is available for $18.00. Please
refer all questions concerning photographic orders to the
Photographic Services Division.

Dress worn by: Negative No. Slide No.
Martha Washington (Mrs. George Washington) ................. 57614 72-2401
Abigail Adams (Mrs. John Adams) ............c.ciiiinnnunn... 57615 72-2402
Shawl worn by Martha Jefferson Randolph (Mrs. Thomas
Randolph), daughter of President Thomas Jefferson ........ 57616 72-2403
Dolley Madison (Mrs. James Madison) ...........cuueuuninn. .. 57617 72-2404
Elizabeth K. Monroe (Mrs. James Monroe) Courtesy of the
President James Monroe Museum, Fredericksburg, Va. ....... 57618 72-2405
Marie Monroe Gouverneur (Mrs. Samuel L. Gouverneur),
daughter of President James Monroe. Courtesy of the
President James Monroe Museum, Fredericksburg, Va. ....... 57619 72-2406
Louisa Catherine Adams (Mrs. John Quincy Adams) ............ 57620 72-2407
*Emily Donelson (Mrs. Andrew Donelson), niece of
President Andrew Jackson .............coouiviiunne... P 57621 72-2408
Sarah Yorke Jackson (Mrs. Andrew Jackson, Jr.), wife of
adopted son of President Andrew Jackson .................. 57622 72-2409
Angelica Singleton Van Buren (Mrs. Abram Van Buren),
daughter-in-law of President Martin Van Buren ............ 57623 72-2410
*Jane Irwin Findlay (Mrs. James Findlay), hostess for
President William Henry Harrison ..............co.uuuun... 57624 72-2411
Julia Gardiner Tyler (Mrs. John Tyler) ...............c...... 57625 72-2412
*Sarah C. Polk (Mrs. James K. PolK) .........oovviviunnnnnn. 57626 72-2413
Betty Taylor Bliss (Mrs. William W. Bliss), daughter of
President Zachary Taylor .............iiiiiiiunninnnnnn.. 57627 72-2414
Abigail Powers Fillmore (Mrs. Millard Fillmore) ............ 57628 72-2415
Jane Appleton Pierce (Mrs. Franklin Pierce) ................ 57629 72-2416



-

PHOTOGRAPH NUMBERS OF DRESSES OF FIRST LADIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE

Dress worn by: Negative No. Slide No.
Harriet Lane, niece of President James Buchanan ............ 57630 72-2417
Mary Todd Lincoln (Mrs. Abraham Lincoln) ................... 57631 72-2418
Martha Johnson Patterson (Mrs. David T. Patterson),
daughter of President Andrew Johnson ..................... 57632 72-2419
*Julia Dent Grant (Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant) ................... 57633 72-2420
Lucy Webb Hayes (Mrs. Rutherford B. Hayes) ................. 57634 72-2421
*Lucretia R. Garfield (Mrs. James A. Garfield) .............. 57635 72-2422
Mary Arthur McElroy (Mrs. John McElroy), sister
of President Chester Arthur ..........ccceiitiineeinnnannn ' 57636 72-2423
Rose Cleveland, sister of President Grover Cleveland ....... 57637 72-2424
*Caroline Scott Harrison (Mrs. Benjamin Harrison) ........... 57638 72-2425
*Mary Harrison McKee (Mrs. James McKee), daughter of
President Benjamin Harrison ............ccceviivininenecn. 57639 72-2426
Frances Folsom Cleveland (Mrs. Grover Cleveland) ........... 57640 72-2427
*Ida Saxton McKinley (Mrs. William McKinley) ................ 57641 72-2428
*Edith Carow Roosevelt (Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt) ............ 57642 72-2429
*Helen Herron Taft (Mrs. William Howard Taft) ............... 57643 72-2430
Ellen Axson Wilson (Mrs. Woodrow Wilson I) ................. 57644 72-2431
Edith Bolling Wilson (Mrs. Woodrow Wilson II) .............. 57645 72-2432
Florence Kling Harding (Mrs. Warren G. Harding) ............ 57646 72-2433
Grace Goodhue Coolidge (Mrs. Calvin Coolidge) .............. 57647 72-2434
Lou Henry Hoover (Mrs. Herbert Hoover) ..................... 57648 72-2435
*Anna Eleanor Roosevelt (Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt) ........ 57649 72-2436
*Bess Wallace Truman (Mrs. Harry S. Truman) ................. 57650 72-2437
*Mamie Doud Eisenhower (Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower) .......... 57651 72-2438
*Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy (Mrs. John F. Kennedy) .......... 57652 72-2439
*Lady Bird Taylor Johnson (Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson) .......... 57653 72-2440
*Patricia Ryan Nixon (Mrs. Richard M. Nixon) ................ 73315 72-2441

——Compiled by the Division of Political History,
The National Museum of History and Technology,
Smithsonian Institution
Washington, D.C. 20560

*Inaugural dresses

leaflet 73-1
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION Rev. 21778
Office of Printing and Photographic Services

Customer Services Branch

Washington, D.C. 20560

Photographic Policies and Charges
Effective March 1, 1976

The Customer Services Branch of the Smithsonian’s Office of Printing and Photographic Services pro-
vides the public with the opportunity to purchase Smithsonian Institution photographs that have been approved
by curatorial units. If the picture you need is not already in its negative library, items in the Smithsonian
collections, with the approval of the responsible curatorial unit, often may be photographed to your requirements.

DELIVERY. Photographs normally are not kept in stock. They are printed to fill specific orders and thus
cannot be sent on approval. Although every effort will be made to complete your order promptly, the Smith-
sonian’s own photographic requirements may take precedence. At least four weeks should be allowed for
delivery. Color, special photography, and large orders may require longer.

REPRODUCTION RIGHTS. Photographs supplied may not be reproduced without specific permission from
the Smithsonian Institution. If you anticipate publishing or other commercial use of Smithsonian supplied
photographs, request a copy of Smithsonian Institution form letter, SIFL-2940-A, “Reproduction Terms and
Fees,”” and form, SI-2940, “‘Permission Request.”

RESTRICTIONS and LIMITATIONS. Photographic materials shall not be used to show or imply that the Smith-
sonian Institution endorses any commercial product or enterprise, concurs with the opinions expressed in, or
confirms the accuracy of any text used with these photographs.

ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHY. As there is considerable concern for the safety and handling of some of the
national treasures, the decision to permit new photography is in the purview of the responsible curatorial staff.
When it is the opinion of the curator that a sufficient number of photographs are on file, and new photography
is unwarranted, permission for any new photography may be refused. In such instances, requesters will be
limited to a choice of available photographs.

PHOTOGRAPHS ON PREMISES UNAUTHORIZED. No photographs for advertising or any other commercial
purpose may be taken on Smithsonian premises unless officially authorized.

PAYMENT and MINIMUM CHARGES. The minimum fee for any order is $3.50. All orders are sent postage
paid. Advance payment or a purchase order is required. Your check or money order will be deposited on
receipt. It should be made payable to the Smithsonian Institution. If total charges differ from the amount
paid in advance, a bill or refund will be sent to you. Due to the cost involved, $1.00 or iess will not be refunded
unless specifically requested.

EDUCATIONAL DISCOUNTS. Students, teachers, and non-profit educational institutions may request a 109
discount or a quantity discount, whichever is larger. Prepayment of the discounted total must be made with
a short accompanying statement on your school or institution stationary specifying your qualifications for
educational discount and the purpose for which the pictures will be used.

QUANTITY SALES DISCOUNT.
On individual prints of same negative:

5 to 10 prints of same negative 209 discount (on total item)
10 or more prints of same negative 309 discount (on total item)

USE OF OFFICIAL SI PHOTOGRAPHIC ORDER BLANK. All orders must be processed on form Si-318,
“Photo Order.”” These may be obtained from any unit of the Smithsonian Institution or by writing to the
Customer Services Branch, Office of Printing and Photographic Services, Smithsonian Institution, Washington,
D.C. 20560.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. Additional information about our services, charges, or delivery may be obtained
by contacting the Customer Services Branch, Office of Printing and Photographic Services, Smithsonian
institution, Washington, D.C. 20560, telephone (202) 381--5164.

(over)



CHARGES
($3.50 minimum order)

COPIES FROM EXISTING NEGATIVES

Black & White Prints Color Prints
A X D e $3.50 A7 X B e $ 7.00
87X 10" e $3.50 8" X107 e $10.00
A O ¥ $7.50 117 X 14" e $20.00
167 X207 e $8.50 167 X 20" e $30.00
35mm. duplicate of existing color sHAde (27 X 2/ e $ 1.00

(Reduced prices available on certain slide sets)

4” x 5” duplicate color transparency, reproduction quality..............ccooooiiimmimieeeiei. $20.00
4" x 5" duplicate negative ............................... Black & White....................... ... $ 3.50
Color e $ 7.00
35mm. microfilm, duplicate of existing reel—per frame ..........ooooeeemeeeeeeen $ 0.05

Note: Specify type desired, positive or negative.
Two pages have been placed on each frame when practical.

““Xerox’’ or other office machine copies from existing negative mircrofilm—per page.... $ 0.15

ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHIC OR COPY WORK
(Performed to your specifications)

“Xerox’’ or other office machine copies of manuscripts—per page ........ccoooeoeeeeeeeee... $ 0.20
Note: Large orders may be microfilmed first and copies made from the microfiim.
(Allow 8 weeks.)

Original 35mm. negative microfilm of manuscripts—per frame ..........cooooveoeeeeeee . $ 0.15
Note: Books 8" x 10” or smaller normally can be photographed with 2 pages per
microfilm ($.05 per page).

Original Photography

When ordering new photographs to be taken, remit fee for one hour labor plus
price of photographs. You will be notified prior to work being performed if
our estimate exceeds this amount.

Photographer’s rate per hour or fraction thereof ............ococoooommmmooeeeeeeeen... $15.00
(Payment of the labor rate does not grant you exclusive rights or automatic
reproduction privileges.)



Form Sia18 A 1 12673 ’
Customer, complete only Section C of this form; please type or print—write numbers carefully.

; Si Curatorial or
SECTION A Organization use only
Name SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
Cost
Control
Dept Center # P H OTO o R DE R
Museum For Customer Services Branch, Office of Printing and
Captions required: YesO NoO Photographic Services
Comments: : Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 20560
SECTION B |si accounTin Divuse onLy|  SECTION € CUSTOMER REQUEST
"‘1"'5 - e e T e Rec'd by 1 A L d
Date_______  Comments: Ship the below order to me at:
Organization or firm

Name of individual
NOTE: Reproduction rights—Photographs and gtreet Address
materials on this order may not be reproduced Ci S Zi
without prior permission from the SMITHSONIAN  City tate ip
INSTITUTION. Country

Please supply the following information: Glossy prints are standard-—check here if matte is desired 0. The materials and services
requested on this order are for reproduction or resale—Yes 0 No 1. If Section A of this form has not been completed please
furnish the following information: Negative numbers and information on this order were obtained from

NOTE: This order form will be returned with your completed order. Additional information concerning your completed order
4

yvill be found in Section E below. Information on policies and charges are contained in forms SI-318A and SIFL-2040-A.
Lne | NEGATIVE/SLIDE | - DESCRIPTION SIZE c,:L: k x,::::, - o:;: ::;:y
prints |  print Price | Discount
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
‘8
9
10
1
12
13
14
A | Total Col #1 (total number of prints ordered)
B | Total Col #3 (total amount of order) $
C | Total Col #4 (total discount based on quantity of prints per line Hem) $
D | Educational discount
E | Select larger of allowable discount as shown on Line C or D (not both) and enter $
F | Net amount due (Line B minus E) Make check payable to the SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION $
SECTIOND g‘mﬁ mn':y SECTION E ::‘\:: ::u:mnm :ﬂm completed order
Date rec'd OPPS Cost of order s C8B-OPPS Job Number
Completed order inspected by Difference $

Completed order forwarded to: Customer 0 Unit O

Date Please remit amount shown as ditference above [1 Refund as shown above as differ-

. ence will be mailed to you OI. Your order is complete except as noted. When corre-
NOTES: sponding with us concerning this order please refer to our CSB-OPPS job number
shown in this section.
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Street
City
State Zip
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TO:
Section M
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560
' USA
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