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. Item 1: Only '1e President h:is ever earned a ,- <1il.uate dep-ree frrnn an C 
Ivy Lear:ue univer ,.,__,.cy. That President is Gerald P ___ ,/ ord, Yo.le J.T,B , 1ol11. (. 
He had to work his wa:r through: he h"l.d to comriete ar:ainst cli:i.ssrnates 670:. 
of whom were Phi Beta Y.:anna. Nevertheless, he PT8..d1rnted in the ton. third. 
of his class. ~foodro,r Wilson did have a Ph. D., but not from . an Ivy LeR.p:ue 
university, and only after he had flunked out of lav school. liuther+'ord 
B. Hayes did p.;et a law dep_;ree from Harvard, but before it tecame a f'uL1--
fledfed graduate school. ()nly one other current Presj_dential candidate, 
declared or discussed, has a graduate dep:ree from an Ivy Lea~ue university.* 

. Item 2: On Sentember 8, 1961, the American Political Science Associa-
tion presented its Conp:ressional Distinguished Service M,ard to Gerald R. 
Ti'ord, with the ci ta.ti on: ''Occupying one of the most difficult, time-con-
suming and imP"Ortant positions in the House 8..S a rankinp- member of the De-
fense Appropriations subcommittee, Gerald -Pord has, through dilip-ent anpli-
cation to co1mrittee work and mastery of highly complex defense matters, 
indeed earned the appelation of "Conp:ressman ' s Congressman. ' 11 He ma.de his 
reputation in Conr;ress, in other words , as an expert on advanced wea.nons 
systems, one of the most intellectuR,lly complex and Arcane areas of the 
Nation ' s Business . 

. Item_i: In its issue for .June 20, 10(,0, News1Jeek · r:ave the result of a 
noll it had t~~en of the 50 top Washinp:ton corresnondents, repardinp: their 
choice of the ablest men jn Conpress. The results a.re attached. Ford r:ot 
25 votes, more than any other Renresentative or Senator of the Postwar r:ene-
ration. Those who p:ot equal or iriore votes were all of the nre--1-!ar r:enera-
tion of Congress . ,TF'K Rnd Hubert Pumphrey each p;ot 17 votes . Senator Jack-
son got less than 10 . 

Item 4: S-pen.kinp.: in an interv5ev on Public 'T'elevision on nctobe-r 11, 
1973-:-=the former Speaker of the House of nenresentR.ti ves ,Tohn W. 11cCornack 
(D . 11.!a.ss . ) commented on the man who had lonp- been his direct adversary in 
the House with the words, "You knou, Jerry's a f;enius. 

*Sargent Shriver~ J.'ale~ LLB ' 41 
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MEMORANDUM with regard to security buttons for Campaign 

staff with White House passes should be directed to 

Dr. David Hoops at the White House who approves the names 
and sends it along to the Secret Service. 

Memorandum should include telephone number of person to 

contact when pins are ready to be issued. 



TO: TELEPHONE BANK AND ALL DEPARTMENTS 

FROM: CAROLE FLEISCHMAN 

DATE: OCTOBER 29, 1975 

SUBJECT: THE PRESIDENT's POSITION~ THE NEW YORK CRISIS 

"If the city is unable to provide a means of meeting its obligations? 

A new law is required to assure an orderly and fair means of handling the 

situation. The President will submit "Special Legislation" providing 

the Federal Courts with authority to preside over an or<lerly organization 

of New York's financial affairs, should that become necessary." 



October 27, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRES IDENT/-0~ COMMITTEE 

BO CALLAWAY v·.50 FROM: 

SUBJECT: Communications with the White House 

At this morning's staff meeting, I explained the need to for-
malize all written communications directly to the President, 
or to the President through senior White House staff. Our 
adoption of established procedures will unquestionably serve 
to expedite the action or consideration that is being requested. 

It is for this reason that I am asking each of you to review 
the attached information in order that all written cormnunica-
tions from this office to the President complies with these 
guidelines. Regardless of whether you are initiating an action 
or responding to a request for same, please see that the writ-
ten cormnunication is prepared in the appropriate format and 
submitted to my office for my signature. The basic formats to 
be used are as follows: 

1. Memorandum for the President's Information 
(Attachment #1) 

2. Memorandum Recommending Presidential Action 
(Attachment {fa2) 

3. Schedule Proposal for the President 
(Attachment {fa3) 

4. Meeting Briefing Paper for the President 
(Attachment #4) 

5. Recommended Phone Call for the President 
(Attachment #5) 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Attachments 
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ATTACHMENT #1 

Memorandum for the President's Information 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

Bo Callaway FROM: 

SUBJECT: Report on the Status of xxxx 

This report provides information on xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. 

1. Several newspaper articles have said xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxx. Even the most pessimistic assessments which we 
have obtained from field reports and survey research 
findings illustrate that xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. Specifically, our sources show: 

-Rank and file support for your election xxxxxxxx 
xxxxx. 

• -State PFC Chairman xxx has assured us that xxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxx. 

-The most recent survey conducted during the period 
of September 25-30 shows xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxx. 

2. An additional factor that should not be ignored is 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. Moreover, it 
should be noted that xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxx. 

3. A brief background paper on this matter is being 
provided xxxxxxx in preparation for tomorrow morn-
ing's press briefing. 



ATTACHMENT #2 

MEMORANDUM RECOMMENDING PRESIDENTIAL ACTION_ 

DATE: 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

Bo Callaway FROM: 

SUBJECT: Briefly State Subject 

I. BACKGROUND 

The President should be informed of recent actions by The 
President Ford Committee, state PFC Committee, or other 
appropriate organizations or groups. 

II. OPTIONS 

Two or three options should be presented for consideration. 
When discussing these courses of action, brief mention should 
be made of the advantages and disadvantages of each, and who 
(or what offices or committees) is in favor and why. 

III. RECOMMENDATION 

The recommendation(s) proposed by the writer should be made 
with a space provided to permit the President to indicate 
his Approval or Disapproval of each option. A short statement 
of the names of the other Staff Members who concur in the 
writer's recommendations should be made. An example is provided 
below: 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve Option 1, which provides for 

(Smith, Anderson, Thompson and Wilson concur . ) 

Approve Disapprove 

(Note: Tabs may be attached to Action Memoranda. Seldom 
should an Action Memorandum be longer than one or two pages, 
and tabs, whenever possible, should be held to less than four 
or five.) 



- - -- - ---------

MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE : 

FORMAT: 

PARTICIPATION: 

SPEECH 
MATERIAL: 

PRESS 
• COVERAGE: 

RECOMMEND: 

ATTACHMENT 4/3 

Schedule Proposal for the President 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 
DATE: 
FROM: Bo Callaway 

Or Greeting - Drop By - Address - Reception, etc. 

Day and date proposed. Indicate OPEN if no specific 
time is required. 

Explicitly state why the President should do the event. 

-location (room, office or city and specific place in 
the city) 

-participants (those participating in the meeting. If 
more than five lines, attach list of participants) 

-expected length of participation 

Names of Officials involved in substantive way, or 
having a special interest in event. 

Specify type of speech material necessary: speech, 
remarks, toast, talking points, etc. 

State what type of press and photo coverage, if any, 
you recommend to accomplish the objective. 

Names of those who support the proposal . Be sure to 
include any pertinent comments. 

OPPOSED: Names of those who fail to recommend the proposal and 
their reasons. 

PREVIOUS State if the President has seen officials or partici-
PARTICIPATION: pated in meetings and when. 

BACKGROUND: Briefly state pertinent information about the meeting, 
event, etc. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 



ATTACHMENT 1/:4 

Meeting Briefing Paper for the President 

Date 

MEETING WITH JOHN DOE 
Wednesday, October 15, 1975 

3:15 p.rn. (10 minutes) 
The Oval Office 

From: Bo Callaway 

I. PURPOSE 

To recognize his selection as State Chairman of the 
President Ford Connnittee. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN 

III. 

A. Background: Doe is currently the executive vice presi-
dent of Manufacturers International. He plans to 
develop an efficient statewide organization that will be 
fully operational by xxxxx. Doe reports very strong sen-
timent in the state in support of your election. You 
last saw him on February 5, 1975, when he attended a state 
dinner in honor of xxxxx. 

B. Participants: John Doe and Bo Callaway. 

C. Press Plan: Press photo opportunity. 
Kennerly photo only. 

(or) David Hurne 

TALKING POINTS 

1. We xxx xx xxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxx xxx x xxx and xxxxxxxxxxx 
XXXX XXXXXXX XXX XX XXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX X XXXXX XXXXX XX 
xxxxxx. The xxxxx xxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxxx. 

2. I xxxx xx xx xxxxx xx xxxxxxx xx xxxxx xxxx xxxx XXX 
xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx. 

3. The xxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxx x 
XXX XXX xxxx. I xxxxx xxxxx xxxxxxx xxxxxx xx. 

4. We xxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx xxx xx xxxxxxxxx xx 
xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx xxxx xxxx xxxxxx xxxxxxx. 



·ATTACHMENT 1/=5 

Recommended Telephone Call for the President 

TO: Name of person you recommend be called with 
brief identifying information only when you 
suspect name will be unfamiliar to the President. 

DATE: Date the President should make the call. 

RECOMMENDED BY: Your name and if recommendation has concurrence 
of another staff member, so state. 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

TOPICS OF 
DISCUSSION: 

Preferably one sentence; two at most. 

Whatever background information you feel will be 
helpful to the President. Usually 3-4 short sen-
tences will suffice to set the stage and give 
substance to talking points. • 

1. 

2. 
(The specific points that you recommend 

3. • be made during the conversation) 

4. 

Date of submission: 

Action 
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MEMORANDUM 

November 11, 1975 

TO: Bo Callaway 

FROM: Bob Visser 

RE: Cabinet and i~1ite House Briefings 

Reference is made to your memorandum dated November 
10, 1975, regarding an early meetin0 among the PFC, the 
Cabm.net and the senior staff of the White House. I believe 
that this is an excellent and timely suggestion and will 
pe~pare a prpposed agenda for this meeting and coordinate 
our comments fully with Phil Buchen. In particular, I 
believe that both of these groups would be very interested 
in the parameters of allowable political activity on behalf 
of the Cabinet and wnite House staff members. It has been 
my impression that theee exists a lot of confusion in the 
minds of certain people regarding this matter. I will attempt 
to prepare this agenda in the very near future for your 
review. but would appreciate any indication as to the date 
of this meeting that you can give me at this time. 

, 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

Bob: 

November 10, 1975 

BOB VISSER /} 

BO CALLAWAY 0) O 

Dick Cheney has approved an early meeting with the 
campaign cornrnitts,e and the Cabinet and the senior 
staff of the White House. - ... 
It is my intention to present something like the 
format that we had for our last Advisory Meeting to 
e~h of these groups. 

I would appreciate it if you would be giving thought 
to the kind of presentation that you would like to 
make, covering the legal situati o doubt, 
would like to go over this th Phil Buchen so that 
he is aware of what you are o ing that 
needs to be coordinated with him is. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Bo Callaway /1th./ 

Bob Visser'\~~ 

MEMORANDUM 

Cabinet and White House Briefings 

November 11, 1975 

Reference is made to your memorandum dated November 
10, 1975, regarding an early meeting among the PFC, the 
Cabinet and the senior staff of the White House. I believe 
that this is an excellent and timely suggestion and will 
prepare a proposed agenda for this meeting and coordinate 
our comments fully with Phil Buchen. In particular, I 
believe that both of these groups would be very interested 
in the parameters of allowable political activity on behalf 
of the Cabinet and White House staff members. It has been 
my impression that ther e exists a lot of confusion in the 
minds of certain people regarding this matter. I will attempt 
to prepare this agenda in the very near future for your 
review, but would appreciate any indication as to the date 
of this meeting that you can give me at this time . 

ffe 



HEMORANDUM 

November 11, 1975 

TO: Bo Callaway 

FROM: Bob Visser 

RE: Cabinet and White House Briefings 

Reference is made to your memorandum dated November 
10, 1975, regarding an early meeting among the PFC, the 
Cabmnet and the senior staff of the White House. I believe 
that this is an excellent and timely suggestion and will 
peppare a prpposed agenda for this meeting and coordinate 
our comments fully with Phil Buchen. In particular, I 
believe that both of these groups would be very interested 
in the parameters of allowable political activity on behalf 
of the Cabinet and wnite House staff members. It has been 
my impression that theee exists a lot of confusion in the 
minds of certain people regarding this matter. I will attempt 
to prepare this agenda in the very near future for your 
review, but would appreciate any indication as to the date 
of this meeting that you can give me at this time. 



---

s_/ 
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MEMORANDUM 

c;r 

f o r-v r, 
November 17, 1975 

TO: 

FROM: 

Bo ;Callaway 
S:pencer __ / 

.Bob ·Visser(l{~ 

RE: Evans-Novak Column November 17 WASHINGTON POST 

I have received an inquiry from Barry Roth in 
Phil -Buchen's office at the White House in regard to 
the attached artic 1.e. Do we knoW-who took this · poll 
in Florid.a ·and who paid for it? 

cc: Peter Daily 

--
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e:-.pcdil' III of a ~i11gl • admi11i!>lrnl1011 ran 
haunl the entire country for a generation 
and rnore . I I 

• Justice Douglas himseif, ognized this. 
and il is widely ass~med to be a major 
reason why he clung to his seat for so long 
in the face of adyanc\ng age and infirmity. 

}tut tl t111Mi f.1Cto1 oltei h•1111(' assurante 
lhal Justire Douglas's replacement will 
nol be in ~ufferably bad, they offer '! al 
all that he tor she) will be good. ._ 

Only Gerald Ford can do that. and one 
wishes there was more in his record lo 
suggest the likelihood that he will. 
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., Rowland Evans and Robert Novak II 
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ORLANDO; Fla.-Even before his heel. for example, no issue is politically 
announcement or candidacy, former more explosive here than communist 
California GO\·, Ronald Reagan has built Cuba, ,Particularly in Miami's "Little 
up a rhilling margin over President Ford Cuba" where one-fifth of the l20,000 
among Hrpublican party activists and registered Dade County Republicans are 
leaders in the crucial Florida primary. - naturalized Americans who fled Fidel 

Indeed, if the March g primary (third In I Castro. As President, Mr. Ford Is ll'lovlng • 
the nation following New Hampshire and · toward relaxation of .U.S.-Cuba relations, 
Massachusetts) were to pit Reagan but he has now been warned by supporters ' 

. against plain Jerry Ford, with Mr. Ford here to do nothing more unlil after the -
magically • stripped of his presidential Florida primary. 
incumbency, the outcom~ would be a Indeed, Reagan's Miami operatives are 

. smashing Reagan victory. • ' • . pl~nning a January regi_stration drive, , ;. 
The fa.ct that Mr. Ford Is President Is his · with a program . to tram 100 deputy " : 

: only political asset In a conser •live state registrars and a costly mecjla campaign, . 
whose Republican delegation almost went to register thousands of new Cuban-
for Reagan over Richard Nixon at the 1968 American voters among 60,000 

, presidential convention. Toe state party unregistered Cuban refugees in Mian'll's 
• has continued to move right since then. , i Dade County. Although the best-laid plan! . ,. 

What ls not certain, however, is whether for such last-minute registration drives 
rank-and-file primary election voters often accomplish nothing, Reaganltes 
- perhaps 400,000 or more of the 000,000 believe that every new Republican 
total Republican registration will actually registrant will be a vote for Reagan. 
vote-are In lockstep with the party's As President, Mr, Ford could ·at any 
conservative leadership. time be forced to make a decision on Cuba 

For example, a confidential statewide costing him heavily in the March 9 
poll taken for the White House shows Mr. primary. The same is true with , the 
Ford leading by 10 percent.age points over Panama Canal, an Issue only marginally 
Reagan ; and a private poll of some 300 less explosive than Cuba among Florida's 
members of the Republican County Spanish-speaking population. 
Committee of Broward County-the But far worse for Mr, Ford's managers,. 
conservative heartland of Ft. Lauder• headed by the competent Rep, Louis Frey, 
dale-taken three weeks ago-gave Mr. is the President's seeming unawareness 
Ford a su;rprising 48 per cent, Reagan 38 that he is In a ballle here that could con-
per cent, with i.he balance undecided. ceivably cost him his presidency. As one 

Much of this apparent sentiment derives top uncommitted Republican told ua: "If • 
from a deep-seated aversion (always the White J-Iouse has a campaign going on , ,. 
stronger among Republicans than down here, it is a secret," • 
Democrats) against turning out an in- • Local par,ty leaders here in Orange 
cumbent President, even an accidental County were flabbergasted When Mr, Ford 

. , President. Hence, one basic concept for the •;, regrett,ed an invitation to speak to the . .:. 
• • all-important Florida primary developed county s Republican fund-raising dinner · , 

by Reagan's chief national strat.egist, John , during the party's Lincoln Day festivities '. 
Sears, is that Mr . Ford will be over• next February, ,The substitute: Ronald 
whelmed here-if the incumbency factor is Reagan. ' • . • 
diminished. Likewise, a White House deci$ion '· 
, Reagan forces reckon that 70 per cent of canceling a Ford speech at a special 
the President's strength within his own congressional medal of honor ceremony In 
party derives from incumben·cy and, Lakeland Nov. 11 Infuriated Republlcam. 

• further, that a Ford defeat in the Feb. 24 The banner headline In the Lakeland 
New Hampshire primary would cost hill'I Ledger-" Ford Snubs •' J.,akeland"-ran 
between 7 and 10 percentage points in the over a picture of Mr. Ford addressing a 
two-weeks-later Florida • contest. Why? West Virginia p~rty fund-raising dinner 
Because a defeat in New Hampshire, and the sa rne night, .· . • , 

, each subsequent defeat, would unravel the Such cavalier treatment is not ad-
protective cloak of incumbency. , vancing Mr. Ford's effort to overcome his 

Ir~ fact, however. incumbency also could .' party's leaders and activists and persuade 
turn into a two-edged sword for Mr. Ford, • · r'an~-and-file Republicans to stay with him 
hnth his glittering asset and his Achilles ' next March, • ~i•ld en,erpri~ 
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THE WHITE HCiUSC 

WA:StllNGTON 

De:cerr.ber 29, 1975 
I 

MEMORANDUM. .FOR DICK CHENEY 

FROM DAVE GERGEN~---

SUBJECT: Q&A Materials for Year-End Ptlrposes 

Att 3 chcd pleaet':' find Buggentcd O&A materials. The fin;t 
section ia intended as a general overview whi.ch the President 
could u&c either in an opening [.ltaten1ent or to respond to the 
gE:ncral question of his asseB&ment ~75. 

This material is a follow-up to that !lent to you earlier by 
Jirn Shuman. It is the product uf ei:Iorta here by Cavanr1ugh, 
Gergen, Jone~, Marsh, Shurnan and Agnes ·waldron, and 
includes inputs from Buchen, Goldwin, Greenspan, S(;'.idman 
and Srnith. 

Pl~ note that final staff clcarancc3 have not been cornplcted 
because'. final touches were put on the rnatcrials late Monday 
night. No one at NSC has reviewed. We will be completing 
the st.'lffing Oh Tuesday a. m.: since 1nany people h;ivc had a 
!Shot at i.t, I would expect the changes to ue minin1a l . 

.... . . ; • • : "lJ,._, 

' j 



I think all Americans reallze tbat we arc living tn difficult 

time5. Thc proult!ms we face are not only enurn1ous in size but 

very cornplcx in ch:iractr.r, The values we have held dear for rnany 

ye<\ ns and mo Rt of our l ca <ling in3titutions - - the gov e rnrnent, our 

churchc:;, private enterprise -- have all l>t!t:n called. into question. 

Underst.,nrl~blyt many people are troubled and uncerbi.n about the 

futur~. 

Looking back, I think it ls clear....-a-t many of the problems 

of lht! pa~t c~owrlerl ov~l" into 1975, making it another very tough year 

for the country -- another year of great testing. 

But 197 5 wa a al so a year of encoura gcmcnt bee au:; t: we met 

most of the teats extremely well. Personally, I've been very 1nuch 

encouraged ,1,- wr. enter our third century as a nation. I'm certainly 

not Ratitdied with con<litions aa they .1re today, and I know that many 

tough uaytt Iir. ahead, but all of us have growing reason to be hopeful 

Let's look first al wh~re we were when 1975 began. 

On the (!Conorny; 

Wc, were still experiencing the worst inflation in 

our p~acctim~ history; 

• .. ~.r·: .. t;,:---, ...... ,· ·~~-"' .. ... . )'-\,•, :· •. ~"' , ,. ~~•c .. l., 
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-- And we were .=\LRo sliding headlong into the worst 
I 

rccC::':19ion in~ ge.n~ .. ation, 

Ont.he inte,rn a tional front: 

-- noth. our friend$ and adveraaric9 were askl.ngi 

HaB America lo15t its nerve? Now that an era 1.6 ei1ding tn Indochina, 

will. the United Statl":s remaln a ::;trong partner iu the search for peace 

and cconon1i.: R~c1.1rity? -
Ann hl-:'rc rn this office: 

·- - The crisis in leadership that had already a ffected so 

many of our other institutions finally c1nbraced the Presidency itself. 

.A g.re.at deal of public faith and trust in the highest office in the land 

had bt'en 1:roded, 

It'i- vl":ry lnstru<.:tivc to look now at whe:te we stan<l today, at the 

end of the yP.a r. 

- _ .,.. . . .. - . .... ... 

On the c conornl. c front; 

-- The rate of inflation has been cut almost in h .:df 
-Q 

since ' the beginning of the yt:a.r; nnd, 

The e<.:onomy 1s pulling out of the r1:<.: ca sion at 

a i;tf!ac.ly, he..ilthy pace. 

,I 
I ; 

. , 
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On the international front: 

-- Through our inHlalC!nce upon a strong defense budget, 

through uur efforts at peacemaking in th~ Middle Easl, through our 

niplomatic and economic su1nmlt conferences with most of the world'a 

major power:,, ;:,.nd through our very forthcoming proposals regarcHn8 

thr. developing n~ti.uns, the United StateR rlurtng 1975 has made it very 

clear that: we will continue to be: the singl~ strongest force for peace 

in the wor Ld. --
.And here in this office: 

-- I think that during the year we have Been a good 

deal of trust and credibility restored to tht: Preddcncy. 

So in these three areas -- the ecor1omic, the international, 

ancl in :::ho ring up public cnnfld~nce - - I think we have had encouraging 

progrein,. In many funnarnental way1J, 1975 has been a year of healing. 

· · ·- -.- -· • • ~r rr.co gni z.e, of course, that mil Hons of .A me rican s ha vc not 

- ""-"'~ , --. 
-·, .. ·~ .~ .. :;·· 

felt the impact of thi!:i progrr.sB in their personal lives. They Btill 

see prices rising in the supermarket and the fear uf u:1cn1ploy1ncnt 

continuel'i to hP- widespread. 1n fact, the n,ood of the <.:0untr-y r-crna.ins 

,1t .. .-k1c. {" th.in il.Ctual COl)dltlons suggeBt, 

~

~_fOli't)<'~-
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But the important pc,lnt ia that wc have come through this; 

perioc1 of tP.l'iting in much Letter ::shape than ,many pE!ople anticipated. 

For a.tl of lt!l flaw>,!, our economy is still the strongcst ·and rnost dynamic 

in the world. Our fa1•mers are the most productive in the world, our 

~ducntional system is the f\neet in the world, the level of health care 

c1v<tilablP. here is unsurp~,=;1,erl, our siancfa,rd of living is still the envy 

of people everywhere. J\ncJ .rnu1:1t importantly, we retain our ba1:1h: 

commitsnt>nt to freedom and to the demo<:~ procf.':ss, a beacon lhat 

can light the way into a rn11c:h hctppier future. 

So we have come throu~h this period of testing -- a period 

of transition -- with mi\ny of our basic atrengths intact. Now we 

mu>1t look to the future. As we do and a::f we continue to make progress 

;:ig,dnst the many difficult problems; that still confrunt us, I am confident 

lhl:lt the spirits of the country will lift and we will achieve even greater 

progre88 in our thirc:I cr.ntury aa Q nation than over our first two centurieo. 

'. ,I. ... 

_l __ _ 
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GREATE.S·r ACCOMFLISHMF.NT 

Q. \'{hat was your greatest accompli$hment of 1975? 

A. l think the single moot important contribution I rrn de to the nation 

during the year wa.i:; to 1,teer us out of the recession and the 

i-u'lnous inflation that we have been experiencing. There was great 

p,essurc on ffH! throughout the !irBt half of the year to lakt:: a very 

different course -- a co11;:-ae that I was convinced would have led 

only to more inflation and n--iot'c unemploym<.:nt within a few yea l" a 

time. Tn1-d:~1t11, VJ~ chose balanced, steady economic policies that 

havr. brought hoth inflation and unemployment down at the 6ame tin1e. 

I recqgnizc that n1any citizens have not y~t felt the forces of recovery 

in their own lives, but as w~ c:ont-inue into 197_6 and both the i.n.fli..tion 

r;ite and t.he unemployment rate continue to fall, I think that 

improvem~nts VJill become n)ore aµparcnt to people. 

* * * * * 

There 13 .i second acc.omplishmcnt that alHo is very irr1portant for 

rric: 1975 was a year in which the itiaue of Big Govcr;imcnt wat5 finally 

join~d m th-ia <.oIB'ilry. 
.' I 

FoT 1nany years, people h;\VC boen talking 

about: the pcdls of overgrown a~d over7.ealous govcrnrncnt in Washington, 

but in 197.S -- through the debate over t.1.x cuts linked to tipcnding cuts, 

"<..\. 
a,\ 
~-' '"~1/ 
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through my vetoe e, through our re siata.nce to rnaj or, expansionary 

prngramR -- I think the whole count-ry became involved in this· i~sue, 

The fac.t that public attention is so clearly focused on the. quet1tion 

of what .rd.t: Guvernrnent .should play in our live11 -- how much 

responsibility it i:.hould take and how much w~ should keep for 

01.ri-elvr.~ -- is very healthy fo~ the country. It m.eans that we are 

finally facing 11p t.o t.he mnBt critical choice facing the country: --whethAr we will continu~ clown the road toward Big Governrnent th-.t 

undermints the foundations of our society or whether we can restore 

a uctter balance between Government and th~ individual citizen. 

r , 

, .. 
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Political Aesc15emcnt 

. 
Q. How do you assess the year 1975 politically !or you? You 

began lhe year · 9trong and in some people a' opinion, ended it on 

the defensive and sinking fast. How do you account for that? And 

what r1o you plan to do about it? 

A. I think the thing we have to realize h th-.t 1975 has been a year 

whic:h ha,:; rcquirccl acme very tough decieiontJ -- dcciaionB to hold -down Federal spending, to resla~ preairnrr.R fo-r gr.eater Federal 

intervention in the economy, to stand firm on aid to 'New York 

until thP-y we:rf! willing to a66ume primary responllibility for 

them1:1clvefJ, and so on. Thia -ls not a time when we have the luxury 

to please everyone in the aoclety. Ha.rd clioice15 have to be 1nade, 

and as lhcy are, some people are naturally nnhappy, But aa the duet 

cl oars an<l pcoplr. rr.;:tl 17,e that what we have been trying to do here 

tservea the IClng-ra.11gc best interest of lhe country. then I think 

-\\..... .. · · -- ' 
pollti.eal at!ses::uncnts will charige. PerBonally, I'm very 

~nc:~111r;igc1i by the prog.i:-c~ti we've rnade on ~ome of these very 

t.ough iAsnca. 

. • •·" "' f' , .. , 
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G rea teat Dis appointment 

Q. What waa your greiltest di1;1appointmen.t of 1975? 

A, I would have to say that my gre.\test disappointment is one sharocl 

by rnilUons of other Americ.ins: that there is no "quick fix" Lu m,rny 

of the economic difficulties we face today. 

There is nothing that I would like more than tu immediately 

wipe out unemployment, eliminate infl.:i.tion, a..i.l--reRtor~ evoryone'a 

personal happiness _-- and some politicbnt1 will tell you that they know 

how to do that. Rut when you come into this; nffic(" and uegin to look cJown 

the road, ,aa · every President must, then you recogni7.e more clearly 

that the solutions which a re so often proposed -- more spending, a 

fa15ter expansion of the money supply, and Lhe likt! -- would only get 

us into greater trouble within a few yeare time. 

The problems we have tod;;y h;ivt-! bP.cn building up ovcr rnany 

. 
years. We can't ~xpect to pay for the b'ine of a decade with a Einglc 

yeary! penance. lt'a going to t<1ke longer; thore will he frustrations 

and dieappointm<'nts along the way. But we should ~li:;o rr.cognize lb.at 

wt>'re off1o a solid, healthy start, and if we c;.n n1airitain our bali\nce, 

th~ recovery th.it is now underway will eventually restore 0111· prosperity. 

,, 
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Stalcm:ttc in \VushingtonZ~ 

. ... ., 
l • ' ' 

Many have chara<.:ter\zt;!d 1975 a~ a. year of stalernate in Washington.- --~~ . :, ,.',• ._ : . 

where neither the President nor the Congress could exercise its will. 

Some also arg11~ th;:1t we need a Congre::J::i and a President of the same 

party In ort!~r tu get the country moving again. What do you think? 

A. It i1S true th.at ~8 l97'J opened, we faced an extraordinary situation 

in Washington: Congress heavily cluminatod by one party facing a 

Pre B ident of ;inother party ancJ of l:l trongly _gj-f.fering views on ntany key 

ia1rn~e. Afi you. will recall, many thought the Congress waSj "-veto 

proof" tlnd would run roughshod over the President . 

. A a the year progrcH H ed, however, I think that the two branche a 

of government cvcnluc1 lly reached a working accon1modation, whereby 

I w.is able Lu med a number of my lcgialativc: priorities and wae ablP. 

to avoid cn,u;tment of a number of propu::iala to which I was oppoued. 

So, from my perspective. we achieverl far more legislative progress 

in 1975 than p~oplc fir~t ,wtii.:ipated. Let'6 look through the record: 

(I) Bolding Down Deficit a - Many predicted that the Congress 

would push thruugh progr-'lms giving ue a deficit. of $100 biltion or more 

for FY l976. Rut the country rallied against sud-. iA-caponaible deficits, 

ancl we have managed lo hold the figure to $25-30 billion less than what 

was !ca reel. That'a still too high c.nd must be reduced. 

•. -.,, - ' 
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(2) Energy - - Although tho pricing provisionH of the energy 

bill lca\·e .much to be des1rcd, the comprorniae package enacted late in 

th~ year ·achieved ~bout one-half of the mid-term energy goals I !$et 

oul in .lanur¼ry and starts us on the road to energy inrlep~ndcnce. I am 

hopeful that soon after it r~turns, the Congresti \>,rill take the next step 

down thf" road by passing a bill to deregulate the pdce of new n.:1tural 

gas. 

(3) Tax Cut/Spending Cut -- Again the bill finally enacted -fell short o( what we wanted, but it did provide an extension of tax 

relief .:tncl fo.r the fir~t time in our history, the Congteso has .now made 

a good faith pledge to tic the ~ize of the budget: to the size of future • 

tax cuts. That i1-1 a major breakthrough. 

(4) New York City Airl -- ny standing firm early in this criaia, 

we provided~ catalyst for N~w York to ta'ke primary reaponsibility 

!or Bolving it!'. own probternl;l and we were able to devise n1u<.:h, inuch 

better Federal legi;qJ~tion. Inc. very real sense, we reached the beHt 

soiution. t~ -this problem: New York City bailed itself out. 

(5) HouBing Lcgi:.latlon -- Last t1ummcr. I vetoed the proposed 

Emei-gency Housing A ct of l 97 5 bcca UR e it war. inila tjona ry and 

lncf.fcclual. Lesa th~rn lO rlays later, th~ Congress reconsidered and 

ena~ll:.:u nieaningful and effoctivc housing legislation of the kind I had 

hr.l"n propo~ing. 

·-.---. 
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Sut as you look A.t t:he record, it is clear Lhc:1t there wae no 
I 

real stalcrn<:1te in Washington this year, But if y_ou ask mP.: were you . 

. ,._,. 

entirely satisfied? Thc-n the answer is no. Ano H you ask me: Can we 

' do betLer in Washington? Then the answer ia clearly ye:,; and we 

will clo hettr.r as the country awakens to the fact that Big Govc.tnment 

ie no longer the. solutir.,n to many of our problems but is in fact v~ry 

often at Lhdr ·root. 

-
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Use of Veto Power . 
• .. . .. \ : • J •• · ' -... 

. . . . . ~- ' 
•. :· .... ," . . ... 

a. Some have as serte<l that your extenaive use of the •;eto has 
I 

given your Presidenq• an essentially negative character m 1975, 

II ow do you res pond to lha l? 

A. Let's look at it this way: suppose about 5 or 10 ycarl:l ago l had 

been elected M4yor of Nr:w York City and I waa asked to approve 

contracts that wnulrl raise the salaries of municipal workers far above 

the City's abill.ly to p;iy, that would giv~nBion benefits to municipal 

workers enjoy eel in nu other city, and that would ensure the city 

WaH hr.arled toward b.inkruptcy. 

f{, aa mayor, I had vetoed. those contracts, I am certaln that 

n1any would have said I was being very negative, that l lacked compassion, 

etc. But with the hindsight provided by current history, we can Bee 

today that Lhul:lt: vetoo8 would have been very positive acts -4- acb tu 

pre:;ie1:ve the financial inlE!grity of the city and prevent many of the 

.. _ r;>~_r!iO!J_al harrlRh-ip,; that ~rt: being cxpcrl~ncecl in N~w York City today. 

In w.iny ways, wh.a.t I am trying lo clo today parallels w_hat 

really shonlcl have bl!cn done in NPw York City 9cvcral ycarB ago. 
,c 

I want to ~~vc Lhc econornic integrity of the United Stales il!:lclf. And 

in rctro::ipe.:t. · my veloca of big spending bills will ultimately be 15een 

a~ the poi.ittvc act they represent. l sincerely believe tha.t every vetu 

------ -- -·-- - - • 
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of my PrcsitJency can be totally justified on the basis of the best, 

lo rig- run int ere s.ts of the country. 

'"f~a 
~Ice other points can be made ;about the vetoes: 

{l) So far, bills vetoed in the 94th Congress have saved the 

taxpayers inure than $7 . .5 billion in outlay9 and bills vetoed during 

the 9.1rd Congrt!i:ss have sav(l<l them $l6 bi.l.J,k,-n -- a total of $100 fo:r 

every taxpayer {n the country. 

(Z) It is often forgotten that the veto is an Executive tool, 

mand~tcc.l Ly the Constit11tion1 to 1naintain a system of c.:hecka and 

balances in the Federal government. By ita exercise, the President 

can influence tht! form anci substance of lcgiglation as it moves through 

the Congr<°'GS l:!.nd can frequently produce legislation that meets the nation.i.l 

interest better than leglolatiun that would have been passeiby tht: 

Congress acting alone. We have seen that thia year in the hn!rnlna hill. 

the lax hill, and el:,cwhcre. 

.. ,. .. 
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President ag Party Leacler 
• , : 

a. Some have specul.:i.ted that you have lost grouno in the polls because 

of your r:xt~nslve travels on behal£ of the GOP. Du you now think thoi.e 
~/.Jr" +h. -,4 h 
• we re a mii.t;;.kB? 

A. First of all, I would take issue with your premise on the polls. 

It Beems to me that therl;! is a gooci deal of confusion ir. the polls right now, 

anrl hy some .ac.:counts, the public approval of my Prcsirlency iB ri.::;ing. 

Putting that asine, I think the vi~ mude to :rnme of the 

GOP events ijerved two P.Sacntial and very worthwhile purposes: 

(l) They hdped to preserve the two-party sy~t e rn in this country. 

R~p11hlican1:1 are outnuniut;!red by Democrats in many ::.reaa, ancl 

the pat-ty needt1 to be active an<l vibrant in order to offer voters a 

real altern;:itivc. I think my trips helped to strengthen the Rcp~blican 

Party in sever..ll. key states. 

(2) A President h traditionally the head of his party, ancl 

a" ,rnch. I believe he haB a duty and an ublie~tion to meet with the 
. ____ ,,.,. _, .. . - --

people who are the bnc.kbone of that party and to talk with tht!m about 

our con1n1,;n hopes for the future. I think the lripH have been very 

helpful for this purpol'!e as well. 

So on baluncc, while they may havt: brought son1e negative 

-·prcM1:1 Btories, the trips did serve aon1c very worthwhile purposeH. 
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Mood o! lhe Country_ 

a. How would you ch.aracterb.e the mood of ,the Arneric,:m people 

duri.ng l97'i? 

A. Tro11hl P-d, uncertain, but still hopeful a bout the future. 

Th~ p~opl~ of thi_s country have been buffeted by some very 

~trong storm~ in the last few years aasaaainatione, urb,1n riot::i, 

A • , 

Vietnam, Watergate, record inflation, nnd a deep recession. Per:rnnal 

valut";S arc in transition, many of our ~litical, social and economic 

institutions have fallen from favor, and modern le<.:lmulugy has transformed 

the world inlo a very co,-nplicatr.d place to live. It is only natural that 

the pnblir. is troubled and uncertain. 

But what i1a1 reassuring is how well we have come through the~e 

ordeals and hnw hopeful people remain 1n their daily lives·. l think 

that is a great lributt! to thr. American spirit and will serve us well 

during our third century .ia a people. 

l {~el the 11amE: Benr,e of confidence about the future as William 

Faulkner when h~ reccivccJ lhc Nubel P rizc for Lit~rature and observed 

that ''n1an will not merely endure; he will prev~il . , . because he has a 

~oul, a spirit capable of con,paRsion and sacrifice aud endurance, 11 

. -.,,.. : . 
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What's Right with .America 

Q. Why ar~ you BO optimistic about lhc country' a future? 

A. Bt-'.c.:,.1113r. thie country still has enor1nOUl:l atrengtha: 

Of .some 150 nations in the world today, only three dozen 

or RO can t1lill be counted as d e mocracies~~- Human freedom le 
• 

shrinking \n rnany pads of the wo rl<l, but he re in the U.S. , we remain 

committctl to the democratic proce1n:1 and to the pr~scrvatlon of our 

basic libcrlie~. 

-- V/e hav~ a s ound governmental structure that ha~ eitood 

the te~t of time antl iu the underpinning of much of our grcatnes 11. 

I worry a great deal about the threat posed by governm ent to our 

liuerties, but the tide ls clearly turning against Big Gov~rnment in 

the U.S. 

-- For all ltR flaws, our econorny remains the 1nost dynamic 

anrl productive in history. Wlth aome 6 percent of the worlds popubtion 

---~na ,perc ent of the world's I.and mass, we produce mor~ than a third 

of the world',; eoo<la and scrvicea. 

' 
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-- Our f.armcrR a:ro <>.loo thqo moc,t produoti.vo ever know-n 

~nd a1 re doing mo re to ward off :1ta rvation and hLU1ger in other lands 

thon anyone in thE>: world, .An average Anie:rican farmer now feeds more 

than 50 other people, here .ind in other countries around the world. 

-- Om· abundance and generosity havo Joined in providing the 

most extenAivr. p:rogra1n uf economic and hurnanitarL1n aicl to other 

countrie6 in history -- ovor $l00 billion since World War II. 

Life expectancy in the U.S. has been cha ma tic ally inc.rca s ed. --.Ancl today we have more than Lwice as many students going 

to college ,Hi in the 1950,, and many o! the college students I have 

knnwn have impressed rne all being highly thoughtful, and very well-

• intentioned hurnan being~. 

So there is much to he optimistic about whc~ it cornea to the future 

of .America, Certainly our Rociety haa its truubles and !.tB flaws. And 

we rnust work to correct th~m, But in irn doing, I hope that we would 

recognize the many thing a that a re good ahout .A me rica and build upon 

~,f;:-;; 
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Goals.for our Thi rd Century 

Q. What goals woulcl you set for .America as it begins its third 

century? 

A. l'.:asentiatly three: 

-- That we become a nation at peace with ourselves and 

with the rcsl of the world; 

-- That our citi7,r.ns lead more me_artingful lives through the· 

pur ult. of r.xcc 11 enc e, and that such pur i; uita be equa 11 y a vaila blc to --
every man and woman, regardless of background; 

- And, of g rca t irnpo rtanc: e to me, that this become an era , 

of inJividual freedom. As 1 read our history, our first century marked 

the cstabli8hn,ent of a free government. Our 3econd century marked 

the growth of the great Arnerican free enterprise system. Now. 

when big in:; ti t,1ti ans ancJ the mass approach thr ca ten to stifle c r ca ti vity 

and the hum:1n ~plrtt. I hope that our third century can liring a 

flowering of personal .ftecdom, 

That's my vision of the A mer lea I want for rny children, ~nd 

lhat ia the Americ..'.\ to which I am dedicating my Presidenc·y. 

I 
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Political Impact 

Q. General answer, wh1mt!ver poa15ible, to questions beginning 

"What do you think the political impact will be of ••••.... 

A. Political impact \1/Af:I not a con1:1iclcration. Wf>. did it because 

we fell il was the beBt action for the long-term well-being of the 

United StateA and the Ann::tic::in people. 

--

j 
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LoI3g-Tc rm. P roblenu 

-.- Q. Whnt a re the rno:;it important long-term probleJn:. !acing the 
I ... .... ' :-

country? 

A. l. Pre5erving world peace. 

2. Bringing inflation under control. 

3. Assuting .i.dequate en,ployment opportuJ1ities for all 

QUr citizen~ .by .Atr~ngthening pdvatc enterprise, 

4. n eversing thr. trend tow a rd Bi~overnmcnt, 

S. PuUing the Federal system on a fiscally sound b,uiia. 

6. Developing enr.rgy independ~ncc. 

7. Atta eking the growing c:rirne problem. 

8 .. Increasing participation in .American aociety by minority groups, 

9. Prese:-ving our environment. 

10. Providing asaistance to those of our citizens truly in need, 

Q. What <lo you plan to do ;\bout them? 

.A, Wt:J've been working on these problcml:I throughout the year, and will 

addrr.ss lht!JTI further in my State of the Union Message and subsequl'.nt 

Rpecial n,essagca. 

I. '• J ; • • ,,, ,, , .. 

_ .,_ __ _ -
· lr-i.,--;.:._::. · :.;..., 

Ji."·; '•·I. 

·~1tt~ 

r· . _ ...... 



.A Bumbler? 

a. You are incre.:1singly picturt:d aa a bumbler. 

Do you intend to change it? How? 

Dues this bothor you'/ . 

A, Well, we. must rcmemhe.r that this is a political season when 

many thing~ are said in j~et, Anyone who hag had a ch~nce to look at 

!'lame of lh.c.: political cartoons of the past might even say that some of 

today'9 cffort.13 a re mild by compari1::1on. Ron m;)y not ~gree with mt!, 

but frankly 1 rat.her enjuy putting all of th~a rtoon s on my office wa H. 

I think it would be a sad day when Amerlc~ns lose their sense of humor. 

. ., 
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A Ford Fordgn Policy 

j 

Q. Yuu h;iv!": been criticized in the foreign policy area as an 

implementer of HAK'a and HN's foreign policy. How i:$ your foreign 

policy different from what they were implementing before you? Ie 

your foreign policy working? 

A. · In the early months of my Preoidency, I thought it was important 

t.o q.onvey a ~en.'.le of continuity in our foreign policy. Evc ~yone needed 

immediate l'eassurances of our intenttons-!..- However, foreign policy 

must also Le tivolutionary, changing to n1cet changing net!ds, and since 

tho:,t! early n,ontha, r have made certain chang e s. For inBtance, I 

have Hghtenctl our tieB to Japan and the NATO countrieB, I have baL1nccd 

our rclaliun:, with both sines of the Mid<lle East controversy, I have 

put forth a Paciflc doctrine for our relations with countries l.n that 

area of the world. Vfe have a new spirit uf economic cooperation in the 

innui,trially developed world coming out of the international conference 

in Hambouillet in November. In !:!Um, .:1 Prc9idcnt muBt view foreign 

policy as An-1eri(.:a's foreign policy. It b evolutionary in nature and 

a.ojutsts as our intcret;ts cha nge over the yoAra. 

THIS HAS NOT B E J:;N CLEARED BY THE NSC • 
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Quality of \Yhitc Hou 11 c Sta.ff 

Q. Your C::ibind Officers have generally been described as good 

or ontsto.ndinA appointments. However, many people have criticized 

your :;it3ff team -- Nessen, Callaway, and others -- as being weak 

ancJ incornpetent. Is this true? How do you account for this criticism? 

A. Well, it is a bl.~ kitd1cn with a lot of heat, Every President has 

seen hit1 staff critid.7,~n, it's really an indirect way of criticizing 

a President. l a rn very sa tia fied with the per fo.trnance I get from my 

------
staff. In my view, I have an ~xcellent Cabinet and White House Staff; 

I picked them ann I wlll stand with them. 

.... ·, . ., .• .. ,,, . ••.• ' 



Basic Strate g y 

Q. Many hav~ critici7.r.d your -strategy of policy implementation, 

they ~ay you takt-: excessively tough stands in the beginning and then 

back off on a cornpron1i1:1e later on issue after issrne. Why do you <lo 

this? 15 thi~ :strategy hclpin~ :;ince it Be e ms to h~\•e hurt your 

crcclibiU. Ly? 

A. I have. tak e n tough stands because I beli e ve they r e prec;ent the 

..... . 
' . 

right policicg ancJ the right directionB for the nation. Th~ Constitution 

requires that the Pres i<l ent and the Cong_t.!....'l s work tog ether on solving 

the nation's problems. My compromiees have for the n1oat part 

att3ined the basic directions I felt wert! neces::iary. I th1nk thiB haB 

been a hec1lthy process a nd has helped the nation both by focu Bing 

attention on the is€ucs anJ by producing better legislation. My objective 

in all 1ny actions is to insure Lhat thi::1 country move tn a po6it!.ve, 

con ~true ti v~ dire cHon. 

.. _. __ ,,_ _, 
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Condit ion uf the Ci lie ti 
-·: ( 

• • .._ .., I ~- -... -
.... / .~.·- .:: 

- · :. J. _. :•-.~ '--~. :-• • '~ 
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Q. Many h-1ve been concerned about the plight of the citiee, .A re • )f}/_·;.- : -~ i. 4r;; 
::_:•_,: .. :;":: :. ' 

the citle!i better off or worse off at the end of thii:i year compared _·<srr~--~-- · \ 

to the beginning of this year? What have you done to h,lp the cities? ;:}_\.' " :.J __ 

A. There i, no quc ,tion that many cities have faced serious prnblern,; . ; ~,-~~: 

This. conce:rni3 mt': greatly but I think thut rn.:iny cities arc in far better 

shap~ than tht>y were a year ago, <1nd I wvuld oay that one reason they 

a re rn that: they have seen, in the New York City experience, what can 

happen if they mismanage their affairs. As you know the federal 

government l.i st year p rovid ccJ billions of do lla i- s to aid ci tie a but the 

best aid we c:an glve th~m is to restore the nation to economic het1.lth. 

As I have travelled around the country in recent months I've 

had the opportunity to visit with numerous mayor·s. Ont: point that 

they've m;ufo tlmr. and again if; their inability to adequately do their 

jobs bcc.::iuH~ of thr. unworkable restrictions tied to the hundreda o! 

categorical progran1s. I am awart! of their problems and will be saying 

niure about it in the weeks .-.nci 1npnths ahei.id. 

,/. r. 
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Open 11 dmin!.ehation 
. _.. .: 

.- .... -. • . ' ... ' ... _-.. ~. ... . . 
.. . - ·.·: · -'~ ..... 

- -~ •~··~-.: ·, _,_ .• l~ •;. 
· • , • , · • • · · t!,L f' ~-,1 

Q. Originally you said you wnnted an open Administration. Now 
•• ·"' .. - ., .. • • . r,~'1 ':'I-.- "I_-;_, 

: . ·-, -~f {f:::/-~. ~: -i~f'- ·; 
some are saying that it ls not open. le it as open as you would like? • I 

• : --~ . .. ,~.- ' . :· \ Is it nrna HUring up to your expectations? 
. ,. -·: 

... ,. . .. ' 

.A. I think r~y 11 dminl. stra tion ha ff been the mo sl open in my memory. 

Tn fact, !:!OLI1e feel it may be too opon. I have made a deterrn.inod effort 

to make this .Arlmini1,tration aa open .is possible, consistent with the 

cffec:.:tivenc65 of the Pre~id~ncy, I think a l'ot of the critlcl.Brn we 

hav~ hcc·n getting . may be because people are now a.w;;i re of the argument 

and differing viewpoints which I encourage to get the full range o! options 

befot-e making deciidons, 1 fully intcJi.d to keep my AdminiBtration ,u 

.. • .· 

....;. ---
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Econom.ic Policy 

Q. Docs the Ford Administration have an economic policy·? I! 

so, what ls lt? 

·r ,J 

' 
A, Our ec:onom1c: polii.;y l!-1 ain1ed at bringing Inflation under control 

and achieving goort, well-paid permanent jobl5 in the private sector 

for all who want to work, T() rtC:hieve this goal we neeci an economy 

t}Jat hae the capacity for oustaincd growth. Sustained growth of the 

private sector cannot be accomplished by gov~rntncnt edict or fiat, 

lut only by creating an environment in which the private enttirprioe 

aystem can grow and flourish. 

Our economic policieB ate all dP-Bigned to create thP. condition8 

which will fo.stf'lr auc:h growth. To that end our policieB include, 

{l) ContTolli.ng i.nfl~tionary forces of the type that brought on 

tlle rec.:es5ion through holding dov."Il the Federal deficit and the 

creation o{ tixc-.cR A mon~y. 

- 1zr·· (;'r--r.~f:ing inc.(:'ntivt!S for capital inve5trnent in the private sector 

thron1;h thr: tax Ryitit~m and r-cciudng the rie1nands of the Federal 

Governn1ent in the financial markets . 

• (3) Providing fair ta.x policies which encourage productivity, 

i~ovation, and n,or-e cffident capital tnarketB, 

. ·, ... 
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(4} R~forming the :regtilatory "drag" caused by slow, inefficient, 

wasteful, : and competition- stifling regulationR. 

(5) Providing a proper balance between ,~nvironrnent;i.1 needn 

and economic cost8. 

(6) Seeking a long-term reliable energy Hupply as the foundation 

of auistaine~ economic growth. 

(7) Encouraging the growth of amall butdhe.!115eis which c~n prcvlde 

new joba anc'l keep our. economy competitive. 

(8) Prov-id ing as td~tance to the uncmploy~d in the form of 
I 

insurance benefits ag the most appropriate means of aiding them 

while th;cy Heek permanent, well-paying jobs in the private sector. 

Taken together, thci,e policice, consistently followed, will achieve 

our goal o! creating th~ conditions for sustained economlc growth 

without inflation atid with n,ax:imum freedom and opportunity for the 

individual. - . -- - ,-- •• 
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Income and Tax· Information for the President and Mrs. Fo:,:d - 1966/ 1974 
D e d u C t i 0 n s 

State, Local 
& Other Federal All Taxes As 

Year Gross Income Taxable Income Medical Contributions Taxes Interest & Other Income Tax % of Gross Income 

1966 59,513.65 50,267.90 277. 79 1335.00 1012. 55 20. 41 17,389.05 31% 

1967 71,608. 55 60,827.53 150.00 2960. 00 1071. 02 22, 896. 16 33 1/2% 

1968 68,952.43 56,759.55 150.00 2353.20 3089.68 22,617.43 37 % 

1969 80,741.98 67,838.99 611. 98 2125.50 3565. 51 29,610.90 41 % ( 

1970 94,322.11 80,944.31 1001. 18 1892.50 3348.9,1 385.21 35,121.09 41 % 

1971 71,114.58 55,308.68 1886.45 2187.00 4090.02 592.43 20,390.53 34 1/2 % 

1972 67, 927_. 41 53,723.20 150.00 2286.25 4036.85 221. 00 20,296.75 36 % 

1973 92,745.40 77,867.06 150.00 2760.20 4297.38 170.76 31,997.58 39 % 

1974 147,683. 10 128,472.96 150.00 5849.00 5984.71 2726. 43 56,296.49 42 % 

1975 _ The President and Mrs. Ford's Tax Returns for 1975 have riot yet been prepa,.ed. The following figures are available! 

Gross Income Federal Income Tax Withheld 

250, 000. 00 + 106,200.00 

Payment of Michigan Income Tax (Estimated) 

~· fOR/J 
(:, <".,.. 

c,) ' 
::0 ; :,,./ 

-'b 

" 

9,123.00 
( 



THE HONORABLE GERALD R. AND ELIZABETH B. FORD 
STATEMENT OF NET WORTH 

DECEMBER 31, 1975 

ASSETS 

Cash in Banks 

Securities: 
Ford Paint and Varnish Co. - Debenture Bonds 
Central Telephone of Illinois - Stock 
Stein Roe Farnum Balance Fund - Stock 

Cash Value - Life Insurance: 
Gerald R. Ford (Face Value$ 25,000.00) 
Elizabeth B. Ford (Face Value$ 5,000.00) 

$ 

$ 

9,031 
2,734 
1,208 

8,267 
1,634 

U. S. Congressional Retirement Fund - Contributed Cost 

Real Estate: 
Residence - Alexandria, Virginia 
Condominium - Vail, Colorado 
Rental Dwelling - Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Cabin - South Branch To~ship, Michigan 

(½; Interest) 

Furnishings and Personal Effects: 
Residence 
Condominium 
Rental Dwelling 

Automobiles and Other Vehicles 

TOTAL ASSETS 

General Bills Outstanding 

NET WORTH 

LIABILITIES 

$ 90,000 
90,000 
30,000 

2,000 

$ 20,000 
6,000 
2,000 

$ 1,239 

12,973 

9,901 

53,701 

212,000 

28,000 

6,875 

$ 324,689 

$ 1,200 

$ 323,489 



THE HONORABLE GERALD R. AND ELIZABETH B. FORD 
NOTES TO STATEMENT OF NET WORTH 

DECEMBER 31, 1975 

The Cash in Bank consists of accounts at the Central Bank N.A. 
Grand Rapids, a business account and a personal account at the First National 
Bank of Washington. 

The Debenture Bonds are with the Ford Paint and Varnish Co. 

The Stock consists of 135 Shares of Central Telephone of Illinois 
and 72.206 Shares of Stein Roe Farnum Balance Fund. 

All securities were valued as of December 31, 1975. 

The cash value Life Insurance was supplied by New England Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. 

The U. S. Congressional Retirement Fund represents your contributed 
cost to December 31, 1975. 

The value of the Real Estate, Furnishings and Personal Effects 
represent estimated market values determined by you and are in excess of 
the original cost. 

The automobiles and other vehicles consist of a 1974 Jeep, 1972 Jeep 
and a 1971 Mustang. These vehicles were valued by Orson E. Coe owner of Coe 
Pontiac, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

The general bills outstanding are estimated miscellaneous items 
unpaid at December 31, 1975. 
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FJ_XHIDIT 3· 

Gu.No RAPIDS, l\Ixcn., October :!9, .1973. 
Hon. HOWARD W. CANNON, 
Ollair111an, U.S. Senate Oommitt~c_ 01i"Rule~· cind Adminisfr(ltion, the Oapitn1, 

lVasliington, D.O. , , ., .. , 
DEAR ·SIB: In accordance with Congre.'lSman Gerald .R. lrord's request we bnve 

}lrf'pared nnd nre submitting to you the enclosed statement of his and l'ilrs. Forcl's 
net worth ns of Septeml.ter 80, 1978. The statement of net worth should be con-
sidered in conjunction with the notes to the statement which are attacbecl. 

'l'hls 'firm has served as Congressman Ford's tax accountants since 1949 and 
we a1-e generally tamlllar with all of his-financial records and transactions. . 
. For purposes of preparing this statement of. net worth, we have relied on the 

complete ffnanclal information supplied b:v Congressman l!'ord each year. ' and 
stored in this office, consisting of check books, bank statements, cancelled checks 
and deposit slips; The market values of the -Real Estate and furnishings we1·e 
supplied by Congressman Ford and r~esent his . estimate of .current values. 

, Sincerely, 
• ; RoBERT J. McBAIN, , 
Certified Public Accountant. 

Gerald R. an,l Elizabeth B. Fortl, statement of net worth, Sept. SO, 1913 

Assets: Cash In bm1k1,1 ________________________________________________ ~_ 
Savings account-Grand Rapids l\Iutual Federal_ ________________ _ 

Securities: 
I•'ord Paint and Varnish Co.-debenhue bonds _______________ _ 
Central Telephone ot Illinois-stock ________________________ _ 
Stein Roe Fai:num Balance Fund-stock _____ ,, _______________ _ 

$1,001 
281 

9,081 
3,240 
1,299 

Subtotal _____ . ___ • ______ . ____________ • .. ________________ 13, 570 

Cnsh v11lnl'---life insurance: 
Gernhl R. Ford (fnce value $25,000) -------------------------I~llznhcth n. Ford (face value $5,000) _______________________ _ 

6,090 
1,497 

Subtotal ------------------------------------------------- 8, 487 U.S. Congressionnl Reth·ement l!~und-contrilmted cost____________ 40, 414 

Real Estntt,: 
HPsld(•iwe--Alexandrln, Va _________________________________ _ 
0011dmulnlnm-Vall, Colo __________________________________ _ 
RP11tnl ,lwelllng-Grand Rapids, Mich ______________________ _ 
Cnhiu--South Branch 'l'ownship, Mich. (1/4 interest) _________ _ 

70,000 
65,000 
25,000 
2,000 

Suhtotal --,--"'.,7----,-,--;---------------------------~------ 162, 000 
Fumlshln,:;s: 

Jlf•~ld1•11ce ·------------------------------ -------------
condominlnm ----------------------------------------------Rentnl dwelling ___________________________________________ _ 

12,000 
5,000 
2,000 

Suhtotal ------------------------------------------------ 10,600 Automol.tiles and other vehicles_.;________________________________ 6, 725 

'l'otal nssets • ------------------------------------------------- 261,078 

(3G6) 

Liabilities: 
Notes payal.tle-Nnlional Bank of Wnsl!iugton ___________________ _ 
General bills outstanding ______________________________________ _ $;J, :2t)1J 

l, r;oo 
Total liabilities______________________________________________ 4,700 

Net worth _______________ ., ____________________________________ 250, 37S 

GEn.n.o R. A!,D ELIZABETH B. Fonn, KOTES TO STATEMENT OF NET WORTH, 
SEP'l'EMDER /50 , 1!)73 

'l'he cash in banks consists of an account nt Sergeaut at Arms, ,vnshington D.C., 
Central Bank, Gmnd Rapids, Michigan and Union Bank and 'l't"Ust Uo. G1·1111'1. 
Rapids, l\Iicblgan. 

'l'he debenture bon<ls-Ford Paint and Varnish Co. are due ou July 1, l!l75. 
The stock securities consist ot 135 shares of CPntral 'l'elephone of Illinois und 00 
shares of Stein How, l!'arnnm Balance J!'und valued at market value on Se1Jtem-
be1· 80, 1073. • • 

'l'he cash value-life b1surance was supplied I.Jy New England :lfotnnl Life 
Insurance Co. • ' • 
; 'fhe U.S. Congressional · i~tirement fund represents Congressman Ford's con-
tributed cost to September 80, 1078. • ' • 
• '. ;t'he real estate und furnishings rep1·esent estimated market value sul}lilied I.Jy 
Congressman Ford, which are in excess of original cost and values determined 
from property tax assesaments. ' 

'l'he automobiles and other vehicles which consist of a 1968 Chrysler, 1972 
Jeep, 196!) Mustang, 1U71 Mustang and a 1Ui2 :Motorcycle, wel"e valued hy De1:"ger 
Chevrolet Co. Gmnd Rnpitls, l\Iicblgan. 

'£he notes payalll1..'-Natlonal Bank of Washingtou, ure short-term notes matur-
ing at 30-day intervals. 

The general bills outstanding are estilllated miscellaneous items unpaid nt 
September 30, 1973, 

( 
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MEMORANDUM 

January 12, 1976 

TO: Bo Callaway 

FROM: Bob Visser 

Reference is made to your note, dated January 11, 1976, 
regarding the status of the unexpected publication of the 
President's personal financial statement. Barr y Roth advieed 
me that they weee cop~iling the President's year end financial 
figures for publication in an appropriate form at an early 
date. I asked him to advise us as early as possible as to 
the date of release. In addition, I suggested that they 
may want to consider releasing information a~ to the President's 
payment of Federal and State taxes over the years but that 

. that was a political matter which should be discussed with 
you or Stu Spencer. 

cc: Stu Spencer 



... . 

MEMORANDUM 

January 13, 1976 

TO: File 

FROM: Bob Visser 

RE: Presidential Solicitat&nn Letter 

Attached hereto is a draft of a solicitation letter 
to be executed by the President and sent to a list of persons 
who contributed in response to his earlier solicitation 
letter on behalf of the Republican Congressional CB.{!lpaign 
Committee. The PFC has purchased the list of names of 

n. persons who contributed in response to the inttial letter 
> at a cost of $30 per thousand names. Bob Odell asked me 

to review this letter and, in particular, to evaluate the 
initial paragraph which relates to the President's earlier 
letter on eehalf of Congressional candidates to the current 
letter on his own behalf. 

I advised Bob, Bob Hosbacher (and Wyatt Stuart, who 
also called in connection with this matter) that I believe 
the initial paragraph sjtould be deleted so that persons 
would not receive the misimpression that theee was any 
connection between the two letters. It is my understanding 
that no one developed the initial letter to inure to the 
beaefit of the President's campaign. In fact most advisors 
to the PFC strot'l@.w objected to the use of the President's 
name.in connection with solicitation on behalf of other 
Federal candidates. The result of the earlier solicitation 
has been to apparently divert monies that would normally 
have accrued to the President. The misimpression that may 
be conveydd by use of this letter is that it may appear to 
a third party that the President Ford Co:r.Jmittee avoided 
incurring the developmental costs associated with the initial 
letter and that the attached letter is a "follow-up" utilizing 
a list that: has proven successful for fundraising purposes. 

<:) : ..., 
l -c 
\cc:. 
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I was advised that the fundraisers wanted to retain 
the first paragrpp.h ao o.a.ke it clear to persons contributing 
in response to this letter that the earlier letter was not 
for the benefit of the President. Under the circumstances 
I advised them that I did not believe there would be any 
great difficulty in any complaint or otherfinnr~l action 
brought by persons who are not advised as to the true facts 
of this matter, but that the letter could be misconstrued 
by unknowledgeable parties. Jan Baran, Counsel for the 
Congressional Campaign Committee, agreed that there was 
no basis for any complaint. 



In recent weeks, you generously responded to my 
request for a -financial contribution to the campaigns of 
Republican Congressional candidates. Today I am writing 
to you to ask for your support for my own campaign. 

Let me try to set forth what I believe can be 
accomplished with your help and that of other concerned 
Americans. As I see it, our country 17 months ago began 
an experience that was unique in the history of our 
democracy: we transferred the reins of the highest office 
in the land to a man chosen for that office under the 
25th Amendment to the Constitution. 

The country was facing one of its sternest tests. 
Bitterness, rancor and distrust festered in the body 
politic. The longest, most divisive war in our history 
was winding toward an unhappy conclusion, and many feared 
that the end of an external war would mean the begin-
ning of an internal war of recriminations. And finally, 
our economy was afflicted with the disease of inflation 
-- inflation so serious that it would ultimately drive 
us into the worst recession in a generation. Clearly, 
these were the great challenges both for me and for the 
Nation. 

I have tried during these months to give my very best 
• to the American people and to the causes which we hold 

qear as a Nation. I lay no claim to perfection; much re-
mains to be done. But the hemorrhaging has been stopped, 
and the process of healing has begun. Our spiritual and 
economic health is returning. 

The moment has now come, I believe, when we can begin 
to look ahead once again -- to envision the America we 
would like to see during our third century as a nation and 
to formulate concrete programs that will make our dreams 
come true. Our Bicentennial should be more than a year of 
brass bands and birthday banners; it should be a year when 
we choose a fresh, positive course for ourselves and for 
our children. 
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As President, I want to build upon the progress 
of the past by chartering and guiding the Nation 
toward a brighter future. I am pledged first and 
foremost to a renaissance of the individual in our 
society. I want to reverse the flow of power to cen-
tralized government and to give people more power over 
their own lives. I am convinced that personal satisfac-
tion and happiness can only be achieved in America when 
individual citizens have the freedom and the ability to 
determine their own destinies. I am also pledged to 
strengthening the spiritual and moral values in our 
country. We have to restore a greater sense of meaning 
to our lives. Finally, I am pledged to keeping America 
strong in the world -- strong in its economy, strong in 
its military power, strong in its commitment to liberty. 
Freedom is endangered across the globe; now, even more 
than in Lincoln's day, America is truly "the last, best 
hope of earth. " 

During the coming weeks and months, I will be 
setting forth concrete proposals to begin us down this 
road. I will ask that we cut both taxes and Federal 
spending. I will press once again for stronger legisla-
tion to promote energy independence. I will advocate 
reductions in governmental regulation. I will seek to 
create new jobs and reduce inflation through a variety 
of steps, including greater capital formation. 1hese and 
other proposals will be included in my forthcoming 
addresses and messages to the Congress. 

This will be a positive, substantive agenda, but 
let us always recognize the singular truth: policy 
pronouncements can only be translated into reality when 
they have the active support of the American people. 
That is why I am turning to you for help -- financial 
help that is needed to make my campaign a success and 
to set the country on a better course for the future. 
I hope that you will join me. 

I believe in America and I believe that when Ameri-
cans work to.gether, there is almost nothing we cannot 
accomplish. Let this be the year when we rekindle the 
Spirit of '76, and let us work together to make the Bicen-
tennial a fitting celebration for America. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 




