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. Item 1: Only +1e President has ever earned a -~ aduate depree from an
Ivy Learue Univer._cy. That President is ferald P.__‘ord, Yale TIIB, 10h1,
He had to work his wav through: he had to compete against classmates 67%
of whom were Phi Beta ¥appa. Nevertheless, he graduated in the ton third
of his class. Woodrow Wilson did have a Ph.D., but not from an Ivy Leapue
university, and only after he had flunked out of law school. Rutherford
B. Haves did get a law degree from Harvard, but before it tecame a full--
fledged graduate school. Only one other current Presidential candidate,
declared or discussed, has a graduate degree from an Ivy League university.¥

. Ttem 2: On September 8, 1961, the American Political Science Associa-
tion presented its Congressional Distinguished Service Award to Gerald R.
Ford, with the citation: "Occupying one of the most difficult, time-con-
suming and important positions in the House as a ranking member of the De-
fense Appropriations subcommittee, Gerald Ford has, through dilipent appli-
cation to committee work and mastery of highly complex defense matters,
indeed earned the appelation of "Congressman's Congressman.'' He made his
reputation in Congress, in other words, as an expert on advanced weanons
svstems, one of the most intellectuslly complex and arcane areas of the
Nation's Business.

. Jtem 3: 1In its issue for June 20, 1900, Newsweek gave the result of a
poll it had taken of the 50 top Washington corresnondents, regardine their
choice of the ablest men in Congress. The results are attached. Ford got
25 votes, more than any other Renresentative or Senator of the Postwar gene-
ration. Those who got equal or more votes were all of the vpre-war penera-
tion of Congress. JFK and Hubert Fumphrey each got 1T votes. Senator Jack-
son got less than 10. '

. Item 4: Speaking in an interview on Public Television on October 13,
1973:“€Eg—former Speaker of the House of Repnresentatives John Y. McCormack
(D. Mass.) commented on the man who had long been his direct adversary in
the House with the words, "You know, Jerrv's a genius."”
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*Sargent Shriver, Yale, LLB '41
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MEMORANDUM with regard to security buttons for Campaign
staff with White House passes should be directed to

Dr. David Hoops at the White House who approves the names
and sends it along to the Secret Service.

Memorandum should include telephone number of person to

contact when pins are ready to be issued.
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TO: TELEPHONE BANK AND ALL DEPARTMENTS

FROM: CAROLE FLEISCHMAN

DATE: OCTOBER 29, 1975

SUBJECT: THE PRESIDENT's POSITION — THE NEW YORK CRISIS

"If the city is unable to provide a means of meeting its obligations,
A new law is required to assure an orderly and fair means of handling the

situation. The President will submit ''Special Legislation" providing

the Federal Courts with authority to preside over an orderly organization

of New York's financial affairs, should that become necessary."
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October 27, 1975 /Q) 7S

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT ORD COMMITTEE
/
FROM: BO CALLAWAY j e
SUBJECT: Communications with the White House

At this morning's staff meeting, I explained the need to for-
malize all written communications directly to the President,

or to the President through senior White House staff. Our
adoption of established procedures will unquestionably serve

to expedite the action or consideration that is being requested.

It is for this reason that I am asking each of you to review
the attached information in order that all written communica-
tions from this office to the President complies with these
guidelines. Regardless of whether you are initiating an action
or responding to a request for same, please see that the writ-
ten communication is prepared in the appropriate format and

submitted to my office for my signature. The basic formats to
be used are as follows: i

1. Memorandum for the President's Information
(Attachment #1)

2. Memorandum Recommending Presidential Action
(Attachment ##2)

3. Schedule Proposal for the President
(Attachment #3)

4. Meeting Briefing Paper for the President
(Attachment #4)

5. Recommended Phone Call for the President
(Attachment #5)

Thank you for your cooperation. 2 F02)
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ATTACHMENT 41

Memorandum for the President's Information

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Bo Callaway
SUBJECT: Report on the Status of xxxx

This report provides information on XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
D:0:90:6.6.0.0.0.0.9.0.0.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.48

. Several newspaper articles have said XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
xxxxX. Even the most pessimistic assessments which we
have obtained from field reports and survey research
findings illustrate that XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXX. Specifically, our sources show:

-Rank and file support for your election XXXXXXXX
XXXXX.

B -State PFC Chairman xxx has assured us that xxxxx
XXXXXXXKKXXX .

-The most recent survey conducted during the period
of September 25-30 shows XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX .

2. An additional factor that should not be ignored is
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. Moreover, it
should be noted that XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXKXXRXLXK .

. 3 A brief background paper on this matter is being
provided xxxxxxx in preparation for tomorrow morn-
ing's press briefing.
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ATTACHMENT 42

MEMORANDUM RECOMMENDING PRESIDENTIAL ACTION

DATE :
-ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Bo Callaway
SUBJECT : Briefly State Subject
I. BACKGROUND

The President should be informed of recent actions by The
President Ford Committee, state PFC Committee, or other
appropriate organizations or groups.

OPTIONS

Two or three options should be presented for consideration.
When discussing these courses of action, brief mention should
be made of the advantages and disadvantages of each, and who
(or what offices or committees) is in favor and why.

RECOMMENDATION

The recommendation(s) proposed by the writer should be made

with a space provided to permit the President to indicate

his Approval or Disapproval of each option. A short statement
of the names of the other Staff Members who concur in the
writer's recommendations should be made. An example is provided

below: 3
/QTTB}O

RECOMMENDATION

-

o

vo
That you approve Option 1, which provides for b

(Smith, Anderson, Thompson and Wilson concur.)

Approve Disapprove

(Note: Tabs may be attached to Action Memoranda. Seldom
should an Action Memorandum be longer than one or two pages,

and tabs, whenever possible, should be held to less than four
or five.)
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MEETING:
DATE:

PURPOSE:

FORMAT :

PARTICIPATION:
SPEECH
MATERIAL:

PRESS
COVERAGE :

RECOMMEND:

OPPOSED:

PREVIOUS

PARTICIPATION:
BACKGROUND:

ATTACHMENT 43

Schedule Proposal for the President

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL
DATE:
FROM: Bo Callaway

Or Greeting - Drop By - Address - Reception, etc.

Day and date proposed. 1Indicate OPEN if no specific
time is required.

Explicitly state why the President should do the event.

-location (room, office or city and specific place in
the city)

-participants (those participating in the meeting. If
more than five lines, attach list of participants)
-expected length of participation

Names of Officials involved in substantive way, or
having a special interest in event.

Specify type of speech material necessary: speech,
remarks, toast, talking points, etc.

State what type of press and photo coverage, if any,
you recommend to accomplish the objective.

Names of those who support the proposal. Be sure to
include any pertinent comments.

Names of those who fail to recommend the proposal and
their reasons.

State if the President has seen officials or partici-
pated in meetings and when.

Briefly state pertinent information about the meeting,
event, etc.

APPROVE DISAPPROVE
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ATTACHMENT #4

Meeting Briefing Paper for the President

Date

MEETING WITH JOHN DOE
Wednesday, October 15, 1975
3:15 p.m. (10 minutes)
The Oval Office

From: Bo Callaway

PURPOSE

To recognize his selection as State Chairman of the
President Ford Committee. '

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN

A.

Background: Doe is currently the executive vice presi-
dent of Manufacturers International. He plans to

develop an efficient statewide organization that will be
fully operational by xxxxx. Doe reports very strong sen-
timent in the state in support of your election. You

last saw him on February 5, 1975, when he attended a state
dinner in honor of xxxxx.

Participants: John Doe and Bo Callaway.

Press Plan: Press photo opportunity. (or) David Hume
Kennerly photo only.

TALKING POINTS

i

We XXX XX XEXXXXXXX XX XXXXXX XXX X XXX and  XxXxxxxxxxxx
XXXX XXXXXXX XXX XX XXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX X XXXXX XXXXX XX
XXXXXX. The ZXEXXX XAXXXXXX XX ZEXAIXAXX X ¥ ZXUXAXRXXXX .

1 Xl 35X X0 UKt 3% X XNXKRX X 6 JNEXE0 Waacw Sosaion. Mouw
XXXXX XXXXX XXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXX.

The XXXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXX X
XXX XXX XXXX. 1 XXRXE LXK RXXXLRXX XLXXXK X0,

We ZXXXx XXX XXXXXX XXXEXX XXXX XXX XX ERARXXLIXX XX
XXXXXX XXXXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXXXX XXXXXXX.




TO

DATE:

RECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

TOPICS OF
DISCUSSION:

‘3

“ATTACHMENT #5

Recommended Telephone Call for the President

Name of person you recommend be called with
brief identifying information only when you
suspect name will be unfamiliar to the President.

Date the President should make the call.

Your name and if recommendation has concurrence
of another staff member, so state.

Preferably one sentence; two at most.

Whatever background information you feel will be
helpful to the President. Usually 3-4 short sen-
tences will suffice to set the stage and give
substance to talking points.

(The specific points that you recommend
be made during the conversation)

- SRR U5 R o I

Date of submission:

Action




MEMORANDUM

November 11, 1975

TO: Bo Callaway
FROM: Bob Visser

RE: Cabinet and White House Briefings

Reference is made to your memorandum dated November
10, 1975, regarding an early meeting among the PFC, the
Cab@net and the senior staff of the White House. I believe
that this is an excellent and timely suggestion and will
peppare a prpposed agenda for this meeting and coordinate
our comments fully with Phil Buchen. In particular, I
believe that both of these groups would be very interested
in the parameters of allowable political activity on behalf
of the Cabinet and White House staff members. It has been
my impression that theee exists a lot of confusion in the
minds of certain people regarding this matter. I will attempt
to prepare this agenda in the very near future for your
review, but would appreciate any indication as to the date
of this meeting that you can give me at this time.




November 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: BOB VISSER ®

#

FROM: BO CALLAWAY /, |
[ A O

Bob:
Dick Cheney has approved an early meeting with the

campaign committee and the Cabinet and the senior
statf of the White House.

It is my intention to present something like the
format that we had for our last Advisory Meeting to
each of these groups.

I would appreciate it if you would be giving thought
to the kind of presentation that you would like to

make, covering the legal situation.
would like to go over this

needs to be coordinated with hlm-lS

£ A



MEMORANDUM

November 11, 1975

TO: Bo Callaway
FROM: Bob Visser (Zc\‘

RE: Cabinet and White House Briefings

Reference is made to your memorandum dated November
10, 1975, regarding an early meeting among the PFC, the
Cabinet and the senior staff of the White House. I believe
that this is an excellent and timely suggestion and will
prepare a proposed agenda for this meeting and coordinate
our comments fully with Phil Buchen. In particular, I
believe that both of these groups would be very interested
in the parameters of allowable political activity on behalf
of the Cabinet and White House staff members. It has been
my impression that there exists a lot of confusion in the
minds of certain people regarding this matter. I will attempt
to prepare this agenda in the very near future for your
review, but would appreciate any indication as to the date
of this meeting that you can give me at this time.



MEMORANDUM

November 11, 1975

TO: Bo Callaway
FROM: Bob Visser
RE: Cabinet and White House Briefings

Reference is made to your memorandum dated November
10, 1975, regarding an early meeting among the PFC, the
Cab@net and the senior staff of the White House. I believe
that this is an excellent and timely suggestion and will
peppare a prpposed agenda for this meeting and coordinate
our comments fully with Phil Buchen. In particular, I
believe that both of these groups would be very interested
in the parameters of allowable political activity on behalf
of the Cabinet and White House staff members. It has been
my impression that theee exists a lot of confusion in the
minds of certain people regarding this matter. I will attempt
to prepare this agenda in the very near future for your
review, but would appreciate any indication as to the date
of this meeting that you can give me at this time.
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MEMORANDUM £ / =

November 17, 1975

TO: Bo Callaway
. ;sfh Spencer
FROM: Bob Visser@(v/

RE: Evéns—Novak Column November 17 WASHINGTON POST

I have received an inquiry from Barry Roth in
Phil -Buchen's office at the White House in regard to
the attached artic’e. Do we know who took this poll

in Florida 'and who paid for it?
| «/\\W

cc;: Pe‘ter Daily / %)(J
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expediency of a singl* administration can
~ haunt the entire country for a generalmn
" and more.

Justice Douglas himseif vecognized this,
- and it is widely assumed to be a major
reason why he clung to his seat for so long
in the face of advancing age and infirmity.

- not be insufferably bad, they offer =z at

But it tiose factors ofier soine assurance |

that Justice Douglas's replacement will

all that he (or she) will be good.

Only Gerald Ford can do that, and one
wishes there was more in his record to
suggest the likelihood that he will.

Rowland Evans and Robert Novak

Will Ford Flunk Florida?

ORLANDO, Fla.—Even before his
announcement of candidacy, former
California Gov. Ranald Reagan has built -

up a chilling margin over President Ford -

among. Republican party activists and

B o B L B B L e

heel. For example, no issue is politically
more explosive here than communist
Cuba, particularly in Miami’s *‘Little
Cuba'’ where one-fifth of the 120,000

registered Dade County Republicans are
natuwmalizad Amaoricane wha flad Widal
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THE WHITE HOGUSE

WASHINGTON

Dccember 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR DICK CHENEY
FROM DAVE GERGEN s

SUBJECT: Q& A Materials for Year-End Purposes

Attached please find suggested Q&A materials, The first
section is intended as a general overview which the PPresgident
¢ould usec either in an opening statement or to respond to the
gencral question of his assessment o975,

This material is a follow-up to that scnt to you earlier by
Jirn Shuman. It is the product of efforts here by Cavanaugh,
Gergen, Jones, Marsh, Shumnan and Agnes Waldron, and
includes inputs from Buchen, Goldwin, Greenspan, Se¢idman
and Smith.

Please notc that final staff clearances have not been comnplcted
because final touches were put on the materials late Monday
night. No one at NSC has reviewed. We will be completing
the staffing on Tuesday a.m,: since mnany people have had a
shot at it, I would cxpect the changes to be minimal.
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Materials for Opening Remarks

I think all Americans reallze that we arc living in difficult
times. The problems we face are not only envrmous in size but
very complex in character, The values we have held dear for many
years and most of our leading institutions - - the government, our
churchey, private enterprise -- have all been called into question,

Understandably, many pecople are troubled and uncertain about the

future,

lLooking back, I think it is clear<sat many of the problems

of the past crowded over into 1975, making it another very tough yecar

’

for the country -- another ycar of great testing.

But 1975 was also a ycar of encouragement because we met

most of the tests extremely well, Personally, I've been very much
encouraged as we cnler our third century as a nation, I'm certainly
not satixfied with conditions as they are today, and I know that many

tough days lic ahcad, but all of us have growing reason to be hopeful

" Tand confident about the future,
Let's look first at where we were when 1975 began,

On the eco nomys

k. : -- We. were still experiencing the worst inflation in

our peacctime history;
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* -- And we were also sliding headlong into the worst

rcccssion in a generation,

On the international front: l

i
i

s’

-~- Both our friends and adversarics were asking:

| 23|
Cog o L
LS

|

Has America lost its nerve? Now that an era ls ending in Indochina,

will the United States remaln a strong partncer in the search for peace

and cconomic security?

And here in this office:

-- The crisis in leadership that had alrcady affected so !-—

many of our other institutions finally einbraced the Presidency itself.

4

A preat deal of public faith and trust in the highest office in the land

had Lbeen eroded,

It's very Instructive to look now at where we stand today, at the

end of the year. ‘ o

gt P

On the economic front: £
:f P 48
: -~ The rate of inflation has been cut almost in half ,
- - - g t—. ~
since'the beginning of the year; and, L
-- The economy is pulling out of the recession at e
S »Jt
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a steady, healthy pace. e ¢ e
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felt the impact of this progress in their pcrsonal lives.

On the international front:

-- Through our insistence upon a strong defense budget,
throupgh vur efforts at peacemaking in the Middle East(, through our
diplomatic and cconomic summlt conferences with most of the world's
major powers, and through our very forthcoming proposals regarding
the developing nations, the Unitcd States durlng 1975 has made it very
clecar that we will continue to be the single strongest force for peacc

in the world. e

And here in this office:

-~ I think that during the ycar we have scen a good

deal of trust and credibility restored to the Presidency.

So in these three areas -- the economic, thce international,

and in shoring up public confldence -- I think we have had encouraging

progress. In many fundamental ways, 1975 has been a year of healing.

—

77l recognize, of course, that milllons of Americans have not

They still
see prices rising in the supermarket and the fear of uncmployment

continues to be widespread. In fact, the mood of the country remains

darker than actual conditiuons suggest,
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But the important paint 18 that we have come through this
periond of testing in much better shape than many people anticipated.
For all of ity [lawsy, our economy is still the strongcst and most dynamic
in the world, Qur farmers are the most productive in the world, our
educational systcm is the finest in the world, the level of health care
available here is unsurpassed, our standard of living is still the envy
of people everywherc, And most importantly, we retain our basic
comnitinent to frcedom and to the democrglic process, a beacon that

can light the way into a much happier future,

So we have comec through this period of testing -- a perlod
of transition -- with many of our basic strengths intact. Now we
must look to the future. As we do and asg we continue to make progress

against the many difficult protlems that still confront us, I am confident
that the spirits of the country will lift and we will achieve even greater

progress in our third century as a nation than over our first two centuries.
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Q. What was your greatest accomplishment of 19757

GREATEST ACCOMFLISHMENT

-

A. 1 think the single most important contribution I nnde to the nation

during the year was to steer us out of the recession and the

ruinous inflation that we have becen experiencing. There was great

pressure on me throughout the first half of the year to ltake a very

different course ~- a course that I was canvinged would have led

only to more inflation and more unemployment within a few years

time. TInstead, we chose balanced, stecady economic policies that

have brought both inflation and unemployment down at the same time.

I recognize that many citizens have not yet felt the forces of recovery

in their own lives, but as we continue into 1976 and both the inflation

rate and the unemployment rate continue to fall, I think that

improvements will become more apparent to people,

* & & ¥ %k

There is a sccond accomplishment that also is very important for

mc: 1975 was a year in which the isaue of Big Government was finally

joined in this coudtry. For imany yc21\r8, people have boen talking

about the pcrils of overgrown and overzealous government in Washington,

B =l e 03
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‘but in 1975 -- through the debate over tax cuts linked to spending cuts,
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through my vetoes, through our resistance to major, expansionary
programsa -- I think the whoic country became involved in this issue.
'i%e fact that public attention is so clearly focused on the.question
of what rde Government should play in our lives -- how much
responsibility it should take and how much we should keep for
owselves -~ is very healthy for the country. It means thal we are
finally facing up to the mast critical choice facing the country:

e
whethar we will continue down the road toward Big Govermmnent that

undermines the foundations of our society or whether we can restore

a better balance between Government and the individual citizen,

>
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Political Asscssment

Q. How do you asscss the ycar 1975 politicélly for you? You
began the year strong and in some peoples' opinion, ended it on
the defensive and sinking fast. How do you account for that? And

what do you plan to do about it?

A. 1 think the thing we have to realize iz that 1975 has been a year

which has requirced seme very tough decisiong -- decisions to hold

down Federal spending, to reslat pressures for greater IFederal

intervention in the cconomy,. to stand firm on ald to New York

until they were willing to assume primary responsibility for
ti;emu.elves, and 3o on. Thig i8 not a time when we have the luxury
to please everyone in the soclety. Hard choices have to be made,
and as they are, some people are naturally unhappy. But as the dust
clears and people realize that what we have been trying to do here
serves the lang-rangc best interest of the c‘ountry, then I think
Mﬂp.dfl‘tiual assessments will chaﬁge. Personally, I'm very
_e.ncgmr:zgcd by the progress we've made on some of these very

tough iasucs,
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Greatest Disappointment

» LR |
. %

Q. What was your greatest disappointment of 1975?
A, Iwould have to say that my greatest disappointment is one shared
by millions of other Americans: that there is no 'quick {ix'' lo many
of the ¢conomic difficulties we face today.

There is nothing that I would like ymorc than to immediately
wipe out uncmployment, eliminate inflation, ams-restore everyone's
personal happiness -- and some politicians will tell you that they know
how to do that, But when you come into this office and bLegin to look down
the road, as every Presidcnt must, then you recognize morc clearly
that :he solutione which are so often proposed -- more spending, a
faster expansion of the money supply, and the like -- would only gat
us into greater trouble within a few years time.

The problems we have today have been building up over many
years, VS’_c' c_an't expect to pay for the »ins of a decade with a single
year of penance. It's going to take longer; there yill be frustrations
and disappointments along the way. But we should also recognize that

e . : " .
we're off to a solid, hcalthy start, and if we can maintain our balance,

the recovery that is now underway will eventually restore our prospcrity,
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Stalemate in Washington z'

.Q., Many have characterized 1975 as a year of stalemate in Washington - ~

where ncither the President nor the Congress could cxercise its will, 7,

Some also arpue that we need a Congress and a President of the same

party In order to get the country moving again, What do you think? ‘

A, Itis truc thgt as 1975 opened, we faced an extraordinary situation
in Washington: a Congrees heavily dominated by one party facing a
President of another party and of strongly differing vie“./a on rany key
isrues, As you will recall, many thought the Congress was "veto
proof" and wouid run roughshod over the President,

~ As the year progrcused, however, I think that the two branches
of government cventually reached a working accommodation, whereby
I was able tu meet a number of my legislative priorities and was able
to avoid cnactﬁent of a number of proposvals to which [ was opposed.
So, from my perspective, we achieved far more legislative progress

in l975 than people first anticipated, Let's look through the record:

o * et

(1) Holding Down Deficits -~ Many predictcd that the Congress
would push through programs glving us a deficit of $100 billion or more
for FY 1976. But thec country rallied against such ifresponsible deficits,

and we have managed Lo hold the figure to $25-30 billion less than what

was fcared. That's still too high and must be reduced, P
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(2) Encrgy-- Although the pricing provisions of the encrgy
b{ll leave much to be desired, the compromiese package enacted lato in. '
the year achieved about onc-half of the mid-term energy goals I set
oul in Jannary and starts us on the road to energy independence, Iam
hopeful that soon after it returns, the Congress will take the next step

down the road by passing a bill to dercgulate the price of new natural

gas,

('3) Tax Cut/Spending Cut -- Again the bill finally enacted
fell short of what we want;d, but it did provi;—;n extension of tax
relief ;:nd for thc first time in our history, the Congreso has now made
a good faith pledge to tic the aize of the budget to the sizc of future

tax cuts. That is a major breakthrough.

(4) New York City Aid -- By standing firm ecarly in this crisis,

we provided a catalyst for New York to take primary responsibility
for solving its own problemy and we were able to devise much, much
better Federal legislation. In a very real sense, we reached the best
solution to this problem: New York City bailed itself out,

(5) Housing Legislation -- Last summer, I vetoed the proposed

Emergency Housing Act of 1975 because it was inflatjonary and
incffcctual. Less than 10 days later, the Congress reconsidered and

enacted rneaningful and effective housing legislation of the kind I had

been proposing. : ﬁm
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Svu, as you look at the record, it is clear that there was no -
real stalcmate in Washingt(;n thie year, But if you ask me: were you'
cntirely satisfled? Then the answer is no, And {f you ask me: Canwe’

' do better in Washington? Then the answer is clearly yes; and we
will do better as the country awakens to the fact that Big Government
is no longer the solution to many of our problems but is in fact very

often at their root.

1




Use of Veto Powetr

Q. Some have asserted thalt your extensive use of the veto has

given your Presidency an essentlally negative character in 1975,

Ilow do you respond to thal?

A. Let's look at it this way: suppose about 5 or 10 years ago I had
been elected Mayor of New York City and I was asked to approve
contracts that would raise the salaries of municipal workers far above
the City's ability to pay, that would glvepension benefits to municipal
workers enjoycd in no other city, and that would ensure the city
was headed toward bankruptey.
1f, as mayor, I had vetoed those contracts, I am certaln that
many would have said I wag being very negative, that I lacked compassion,
etc. Bul with the hindsight provided by current history, we can see
today that those vetoes would have been very positive acts «- acts to
preserve the financial inlegrity of the city and prevent fnany of the
_ _personal hardships thal are being experienced in New York City today,
In many ways, what I am trying to do today parallels what
really should have been done in New York City scveral years aga.
I want to save the <:fconoxnic integrity of the United States itself, And
in retrospect, my vetoes of big spending bills will ultimately be seen

ay the positive act they rcpresent. I sincercely believe that every veto
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of my Prcsldency can be totally justified on the basis of the best,

-*

long-run interests of the country, ;

******##**##*
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Ca4we other pointa can be made about the vetoes:

(1) So far, bills vetoed in the 94th Congress have saved the
taxpaycrs mozre than $7.5 billion in outlays and bills vetoed during
the 93rd Congress have saved them $16 billden -- a total of $100 for
every taxpayer in the country.

(2) It is often forgotten that the vcto is an Executive tool,
mandatcd by the Constitution, to maintain a system of checks ang
batances in the Federal governmecnt, By its exercise, the President
can influence the form and substance of legislation as it moves through
the Congress and can frequently produce lcgislation that meets the national
intcrest better than lcgisl‘ation that would have been passed.by the

Conpress acting alonec, We have seen that this year in the houaine hill.

. S o PR S

the tax bill, and elsewhere-.
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Prcsldent ag Party Leader

- - )'—,k’:e
. Q. Some have speculated that you have lost ground in the polls because s il
of your extensive travels on behalf of the GOP. Do you now think those

,{g—"'ﬂv«\t
were a mistaka?
Vad

1

re

TI{L“',»:‘
A, First of all, I would take issue with your premise on the polls. &‘
It seems to me that there is a good deal of confusion in the polls right now,

and by some accounts, the public approval of my Presidency is rising.

Putting that aside, I think the vigifa I made to some of the ""::.

kb

GOP cvcenta gserved two esscntial and very worthwhile purposes: g
(1) They helpcd to preserve the two-party system in this country. i

Republicans are outnumbered by Democrats in many areas, and

the party needs to be active and vibrant in order to offer voters a

Winsis
real alternative. I think my trips helped to strengthen the Republican __f___
Party in several key states, r Vi,

(2) A Prcsident iy traditionally the head of his party, and RS 1
an such, I belicve he has a duty and an obligation to meet with the ]
_;);:pi(l‘.-;vho are the backbone of tha.t party and to talk with them about 3
our common hopes for the future, I think the trips have béen very i
helpful for this purpose as well, ch
So on balance, while they may have brought some negative L:;“;
“'press stories, the trips did serve some very worthwhile purposes. :——



Moad of the Country

Q. How would you characterize the mood of the American people : foetd o

during 19757

A. Troubled, uncertain, but still hopeful about the future. e -
The people of this country have been buffeted by some very 2 e

strony storms in the last fcw years -- agsassinationy, urban riots,

L

]
Vietnam, Watergate, record inflation, and a deep rccession. Personal

1
values arc in transition, many of our pglitical, social and economic poras v

s
By

institutions have fallen from favor, and modern technology has transformed
the world Into a very complicated place to live. It Is only natural that
the public is troubled and uncertain.

But what is reassuring is how well we have come through these

ordcals and how hopeful people remain in their daily lives. 1 think

that is a greal {ribute to the American spirit and will serve us well

polos
during our third century as a people,
S 1 feel the same sense of confidence about the future as Willlam <
Faulkner when he reccived the Nobel Prize for Literature and observed e
that '""man will not merely endure; he will prevail .,. beccause he has a ;
soul, a spirit capable of compassion and sacrifice and endurance, " i ' i




What's Right with America

Q. Why are you so optimistic about the country's future?

A. Because this country still has enormous strengtha:

-- Of some 150 nations in the world today, only three dozen

or so can utill be counted as democracies ¢deax, IHuman freedom is
shrinking in many parte of the world, but here in the U.S., we remain

committed to the democratic process and to the preservation of our

|
'

basic liberties,
-- We have a sound governmental structure that has stood
the teat of timc and iy the underpinning of much of our greatness.
I Wnrry a grcat deal about the threat posed by government to our
liberties, but the tide 18 clearly turning against Big Government in
the U.S.
-- For all its flaws, our economny remains the most dynamic
and produclive in history, With some 6 percent of the worlds population
*~~and T percent of the world's land mass, we produce more than a third

of the world's goods and scrvices,

-




-= Our farmers are aleo the moot productive ¢ver known
and are doing more to ward off starvation ana hunger in other lands
than anyonc in the world.‘ An average American farmer now feeds more
than 50 other people, here and in other countries around the world.

-~ Our abundance and gencrosity have joined in providing the
most extensive program ;.)I economlic and humanitarian ald to other
countries in history -- over $100 billion since World War 1L

-- Life expectancy in the U,5, has beendramatically increased.

-- And tcday we have more than—;/ice as many students going

to college as in the 19503, and many of the college students { have

known have impressed me as being highly thoughtful, and very well-

intentioned human beingy,

So there is much to be optimistic about when it comes to the future

of America, Certainly our society hasg its troubles and its flaws. And

we must work to correct them, But in so doing, I hope that we would

rccognize the many things that are good about America and build upon

- ~them, -~
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Coals for our Third Century

Q. What goals would you sct for America as it beging its third

century?

A, Essentially three;

-- That we become a nation at peace with ourselves and
with the rcst of the world;

-~ That our citizens lead more meaningful lives through the’
pursauit of exccllence, and that such pursults be equally available to
every man and woman, regardless of background;

-- And, of grcat irmportance to me, that this become an era ,
of individual freedom. As [ read our history, our firgt century marked
the cstablishment of a free government, Our second century marked
the growth of the great Amerlcan free enterprise system. Now,
when big institutions and the mass approach threaten to stifle crcatlvity
and the human spirit, I hope that our third century can bring a
ﬂoWering of pcrsonal freedom,

“That's my vision of the America I want for my children, and

that is the America to which I am dedicating my Presidency.
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Political Impact e {
4
. Q. General answer, whenever poasible, to questions beginning -- e et A
: _ : fes = e
"What do you think the political impact will be of ,,,... 4 sy b : |

A, Political impact was not a consideration. We did it because

we fclt it was the best action for the long-term well-being of the

United States and the American pcople,




Long-Tcrm Problems A ?

oo
- Q, What arc the mout important long~terra problems facing the ¥ i
| Y
country? .
? f. I
A, {. Preserving world peace, ' '.

2, Bringing inflatlon under control.

3. Assuring adequate employment opportunities for all : j

vur citizens.by strengthening private cnterprise,

4. Reversing the trend toward Bigiovernment,

5. Putting the Federal system on a fiscally sound basis.

F—
6. Developing energy independence., §
» 7. Attacking the growing crime problem,
8. Increasing participation in American society by minority groups, : :
. e
9. Preserving our cnvironment, o i [
10. Providing assistance to thosc of our citizens truly in need, :.r'.j.»».
Q. What do you plan to do about them? PR
A, We've been working on these problems throughout the ycar, and will ‘
address theyn further in my State of the Union Message and 'aubscqucnt S"_;_"
special messagcs, =g
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A Bumbler? o

Q. You are inc¢reasingly plctured as a bumbler, Does this bother you?_-xr'_:’_-_

Do you intend to change it? How?

A, Well, we must rcmermber that thisg s a political season when

many things are said in jest, Anyone who has had a chance to look at
so'mc of the political cartoons of the past might even say that some of
today's cfforts are mild by compa.riuon. Ron may not agree with me,
but frankly 1 rather enjoy putting all of the=cartoons on my office wall.

I think it would be a sad day when Americans losc their sense of humor,

_—
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A Ford Forelpgn Policy

4

Q. You have been criticized in the foreign policy area as an
implemcenter of HAK's and RN's fdreign policy., How is your foreign

policy differcnt from what they were implementing bofore you? Ia

your foreign policy working?

A. In the early months of my Presidency, I thought it was importanf

to convey a sense of continuity in our foreign policy, Evcryone needed
immecdiale reassurances of our intentlons,  However, foreign policy
must also bu evolutionary, changing to meet changing needs.:, and since
those early months, I have made certain changes. Ior instance, I

have tightened our ties to Japan and the NATO countries, I have balanced

our rclalions with both sides of the Middle East controversy, I have

3

put forth a Pacific doctrine for our relations with countries in that
arca of the world. We have a new spirit of economic cooperation in the
industrially developed world coming out of the international conference

in Rambouillet in November, In sum, a President must view foreign

P L

policy as America's foreign policy, It iy e¢volutionary in nature and

adjusts as our interests change over the yoaars.,
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