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Scope and Content Note

The White House Situation Room: Evening Reports from the NSC Staff is one of
many sub-collections that comprise the National Security Adviser Files. The
provenance of the Ford National Security Adviser Files and an explanation of the
designations “Presidential” and “Institutional” are provided in Appendix A.

Beginning on June 11, 1976, the National Security Council (NSC) instituted a new
reporting system to keep National Security Adviser Brent Scowcroft aware of
important national security and foreign affairs developments. The reason for the
start of this new reporting system is not readily apparent from the files. Each
section of the NSC staff (geographic areas, planning staff, program analysis staff,
etc.) was asked to create an evening report summarizing major developments in
their area of expertise. The report for a given NSC section was usually only a page
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or two in length and contained single paragraph summaries for just a few items.
The staff usually ended the paragraph on a specific event or issue with a citation to
the cable or report from which they drew the summary.

NSC staff members submitted these reports to the White House Situation Room.
The Situation Room staff put together a package containing all of these staff
reports along with an afternoon summary from the Department of State’s Bureau of
Intelligence and Research (usually several pages in length) and the Evening Notes
on international developments compiled by Situation Room duty officers. They
submitted the entire package to National Security Adviser Brent Scowcroft.

The reports do not provide a great amount of detail on any given issue or event,
but do touch on most important foreign relations and national security
developments from the last seven months of the Ford administration. In addition
to U.S. relations with individual countries, they cover such issues as arms control,
Mutual and Balanced Force Reductions (MBFR), arms transfers, and the defense
budget.

Related Materials (January 2011)
The Ford Library holds several other collections received from the Situation Room:

Former President Nixon’s Intelligence Briefings
Logs of Presidential Activities and World Events
Noon and Evening Notes

Presidential Daily Briefings

Scowcroft’s Morning Newspaper Summaries

Last Modified Date
2025-03-17

Boxes 1-3

Evening Reports from the NSC Staff, June 1976-January 1977. (1.2 linear
feet)
Primarily reports from the NSC staff, along with summaries from the Department of
State’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research and copies of the White House
Situation Room Evening Notes. The reports focus on U.S. relations with specific
countries and a wide range of foreign affairs/national security issues. Arranged
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chronologically.

Box 1 Evening Reports

Status Title

OPEN June 11, 1976
OPEN June 14, 1976
OPEN June 15, 1976
OPEN June 16, 1976
OPEN June 17, 1976
OPEN June 18, 1976
OPEN June 21, 1976
OPEN June 23, 1976
OPEN June 24, 1976
OPEN June 25, 1976
OPEN June 28, 1976
OPEN June 29, 1976
OPEN June 30, 1976
OPEN July 1, 1976

OPEN July 2, 1976

OPEN July 6, 1976

OPEN July 7, 1976

OPEN July 8, 1976

OPEN July 9, 1976

OPEN July 12, 1976
OPEN July 13, 1976
OPEN July 14, 1976
OPEN July 15, 1976
OPEN July 16, 1976
OPEN July 19, 1976
OPEN July 20, 1976
OPEN July 21, 1976
OPEN July 22, 1976
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Status Title

OPEN July 23, 1976
OPEN July 26, 1976
OPEN July 27, 1976
OPEN July 28, 1976
OPEN July 29, 1976
OPEN July 30, 1976
OPEN Aug. 2, 1976
OPEN Aug. 3, 1976
OPEN Aug. 4, 1976
OPEN Aug. 5, 1976
OPEN Aug. 6, 1976
OPEN Aug. 9, 1976
OPEN Aug. 10, 1976
OPEN Aug. 11, 1976
OPEN Aug. 12, 1976
OPEN Aug. 13, 1976
OPEN Aug. 23, 1976
Box 2 Evening Reports
Status Title

OPEN Aug. 24, 1976
OPEN Aug. 25, 1976
OPEN Aug. 26, 1976
OPEN Aug. 27, 1976
OPEN Aug. 30, 1976
OPEN Aug. 31, 1976
OPEN Sept. 1, 1976
OPEN Sept. 2, 1976
OPEN Sept. 3, 1976
OPEN Sept. 7, 1976
OPEN Sept. 8, 1976
OPEN Sept. 9, 1976
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Status Title

OPEN Sept. 10, 1976
OPEN Sept. 13, 1976
OPEN Sept. 14, 1976
OPEN Sept. 15, 1976
OPEN Sept. 16, 1976
OPEN Sept. 17, 1976
OPEN Sept. 20, 1976
OPEN Sept. 21, 1976
OPEN Sept. 22, 1976
OPEN Sept. 23, 1976
OPEN Sept. 24, 1976
OPEN Sept. 25, 1976
OPEN Sept. 27, 1976
OPEN Sept. 28, 1976
OPEN Sept. 29, 1976
OPEN Sept. 30, 1976
OPEN Oct. 1, 1976
OPEN Oct. 5, 1976
OPEN Oct. 6, 1976
OPEN Oct. 8, 1976
OPEN Oct. 12, 1976
OPEN Oct. 13, 1976
OPEN Oct. 14, 1976
OPEN Oct. 15, 1976
OPEN Oct. 18, 1976
OPEN Oct. 19, 1976
OPEN Oct. 20, 1976
Box 3 Evening Reports

Status Title
OPEN Oct. 21, 1976
OPEN Oct. 26, 1976
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Status Title

OPEN Oct. 27, 1976
OPEN Oct. 28, 1976
OPEN Oct. 29, 1976
OPEN Nov. 1, 1976
OPEN Nov. 2, 1976
OPEN Nov. 3, 1976
OPEN Nov. 4, 1976
OPEN Nov. 5, 1976
OPEN Nov. 15, 1976
OPEN Nov. 16, 1976
OPEN Nov. 17, 1976
OPEN Nov. 18, 1976
OPEN Nov. 19, 1976
OPEN Nov. 22, 1976
OPEN Nov. 23, 1976
OPEN Nov. 24, 1976
OPEN Nov. 26, 1976
OPEN Nov. 29, 1976
OPEN Nov. 30, 1976
OPEN Dec. 1, 1976
OPEN Dec. 2, 1976
OPEN Dec. 3, 1976
OPEN Dec. 6, 1976
OPEN Dec. 7, 1976
OPEN Dec. 8, 1976
OPEN Dec. 9, 1976
OPEN Dec. 10, 1976
OPEN Dec. 13, 1976
OPEN Dec. 14, 1976
OPEN Dec. 15, 1976
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Status Title

OPEN Dec. 16, 1976
OPEN Dec. 27, 1976
OPEN Dec. 28, 1976
OPEN Jan. 17, 1977
OPEN Jan. 18, 1977
OPEN Jan. 19, 1977
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