TRANSCRIPT OF A RECORDING OF A MEETING
AMONG THE PRESI DENT, H. R HALDEMAN,
AND JOHN DEAN, ON SEPTEMBER 15, 1972,
AT 5:27 TO 6:17 P. M (FI RST | NSTALLMENT)

DEAN: Yes sir.

PRESI DENT: Well, you had quite a day today, didn't you?
You got, uh, Watergate, uh, on the way, huh?

DEAN: Quite a three nonths.

HAL DEVAN: How did it all end up?

DEAN: Uh, | think we can say "Well" at this point.
The, uh, the press is playing it just as we
expect.

HAL DEVAN: Wi t ewash?

DEAN: No, not yet; the, the story right now --

PRES| DENT: It's a big story.

DEAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: (Unintel ligible)

HAL DEMAN: Fi ve indicted,

DEAN: Pl us,

HAL DEVAN: Just so they have the fact that one of --

DEAN: plus two Wite House aides.

HAL DEVAN: Plus, plus the Wite House former guy and
all that. That' s good. That, that takes
the edge off whitewash really -- which --
that was the thing Mtchell kept saying
that...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEVAN: that to those in the country, Liddy and,

and, uh, Hunt are big nen.
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PRESI DENT:
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HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

HAL DEMAN:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

That's right.

Yeah. They're White House aides.

That's right.

And maybe that -- Yeah, maybe that's good.
How di d MacG egor handl e hinsel f?

| think very well. He had a good statenent.

Uh, he said that the, uh, the Grand Jury

i ndi ctment speaks for itself and that, uh,
it"s nowtinme to realize that sonme apol ogi es
may be due.

Fat chance. (Laughs)
Yeah (Unintelligible)

We couldn't do that (unintelligible) just
remenber all the trouble they gave us on

this. W'Ill have a chance to get back at
them one day. How are you doi ng on your
ot her investigations? Your -- How does this

(unintelligible)

(Unintelligible) end of the, uh --
What ' s happened on the bug?

hard to find -- on the what?

The bug.

The second bug. There was anot her bug found
in the phone of, uh, the first --

You don't think it was one left over from
t he previous job?

We're -- Absolutely not.

(Unintelligible)

The, Bureau, has, uh, checked and re-checked
The man who checked the phone first said
that his first check was thorough and it was
there in the instrunent (clear throat) and
that indeed it had to be planted after..
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

HAL DEMAN:

What the hell do you think is involved?
What's your guess?

| think the DNC planted it, quite clearly.
You think they did it?

Uh huh.

Del i beratel y?

(Unintel ligible)

Well, what in the nane of Christ did they

think that anybody was -- They really want
to believe that we planted that?

Did they get anything on the fingerprints?
No |atents at all.

There weren't any?

Nei t her on the tel ephone or on the, uh, on
the bug. The, uh, well, the FBI has

unl eashed a full blast investigation over at
the DNC starting with O Brien right down.

(Laughs) Using the sanme crews now that they
have nothing to do in Washi ngton

The sane Washington Field Ofice as well as...

What are they doing? Asking them what kind
of questions?

Anyt hi ng that they can think of because what
happened, O Brien has charged the Bureau
with failing to, uh, find all the, all the
bugs, whenever (unintelligible).

Good, that'll nmake t hem nmad.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
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So, so, Gray is pissed now and his people
are pissed off. So they're noving in
because their reputation's on the line.
That's, uh, do you think that's a good
devel opnment ?

| think that's a good devel opnent because it
makes it | ook so God dammed phony, doesn't
it? The whole --

Absol utely.

O am | wong?

No, no sir. It, it --
-- looks silly.

If we can, if we can find that the DNC
pl anted that, the whole story is going to --
the whole -- just will reverse.

But how wi Il you, how could you possibly
find it, though?

Vell, there's a way. They're, they're
trying to ascertain who made the bug.

Ch.
If they -- It's a custom nmade product.
Ch.

If they can get back to the nman who

manuf actured it, then they can find out who
he sold it to, and how it came down through
t he chain.

Boy, you know, you never know. When those
guys get after it, they can find it. They -
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:
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The resources that have been put agai nst
this whole investigation to date are really
incredible. It's truly a, it's truly a

| arger investigation than was conducted
agai nst, uh, the after inquiry of the JFK
assassi nation.

Ch.

And good statistics supporting that
Kl ei ndienst is going to have a --

Isn't that ridicul ous though?

VWhat is?

This silly ass damm thing.

Yeah.

That kind of resources against --

Yeah for Christ's sake (unintelligible)
Who the hell cares?

Gol dwater put it in context, he said "Wll,
for Christ's sake, everybody bugs everybody
el se.” W know that.

That was, that was pricel ess.

Yeah. | bugged --
Vell, it's true. It happens to be totally
true.

(Unintel ligible)

W were bugged in '68 on the plane and
bugged in '62, uh, even running for
Governor. God dammedest thing you ever saw.
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
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DEAN:
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

It was a shane that that evidence of the
fact that that happened in '68 was never

preserved around. |
Director

the former

No, that's not true.
There was direct evidence of it?

Yeah.

There's others who have that

G hers know it.

DeLoach?
DelLoach,

right.

|"ve got sonme stuff onit,

bombi ng halt study.
that's why,

The difficulty with using it,
reflects on Johnson.

that it
Ri ght.

t he,

He ordered it.

use it.
wi t hout

could we say,
Denocrati ¢ Nati ona

t he FBI

the stuff

had t hat

t 0o,

understand that only
i nformation.

i nf ormati on.

in the
"Cause it's al

|'"ve got we don't

of course, is

If it weren't for that, ['d

That's the problem

Is it going to reflect on Johnson or

Johnson.

Hunphrey didn't do it?
Ch, hell no.

Hunmphrey didn't do it.

How - -

s there any way we could use it
reflecting on Johnson?
could we say that the
Commttee did it?
di d the buggi ng t hough.

Now,

No,

Hunphr ey?
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HAL DEMVAN:
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HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:
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He was buggi ng Hunphrey, too. (Laughs)
Ch, God damm.

(Laughs)
Vell, on the other hand, maybe, uh -- 1'1|
tell you who to call. | want you to ask

Connal ly. Watever he thinks, naybe we
ought to just, just let that one fly.

mean, | don't think he wll, | don't think
he will (unintelligible) Johnson.
(Unintelligible) Also it reflects on the
Bureau. (Unintelligible)

(Unintelligible)
They, they, they hate to admt that --

It's a rough one on themw th, with all this
stuff about they don't do Congressnen, and
all that...

That's right.

sort of stuff (unintelligible)

| --

do a presidential (unintelligible)

It isn't worth it. It isn't worth it. Damm
it, it isn't worth -- the hell with it.

What is the situation on your, uh, on the,
on the little red box? D d they find what
the hell that, that is? Have they found the
box yet?

Gray has never had access to the box. He is

now going to pursue the box. | spoke with
hi mjust, just about, uh, oh, thirty mnutes
ago and Pat said, "I don't know about the

box. Uh, don't know where it is now. W
never had an opportunity before, when it was
first, uh, released in the press there was a
box, to go in." But he decided we have
grounds now to go in and find out what it's
al | about.
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HAL DEVAN: The |l ast public story was that she handed
over to Edward Bennett WIIians.

UNKNOWN: (Cears throat)

DEAN: That's right.

PRESI DENT: Per haps the Bureau ought to go over --
(NO SE)

HAL DEVAN: The Bureau ought to go into Edward Bennett

Willianms and let's start questioning that
son-of -a-bitch. Keep himtied up for a
coupl e of weeks.

PRESI DENT: Yeah, | hope they do. They -- The Bureau
better get over pretty quick and get that
red box. W want it cleared up.

(Unintel ligible)

DEAN: That's exactly the way I, | gave it to G ay.
I, uh, uh --

PRESI DENT: W want it cleared up. W want to get to
the bottomof it. |If anybody is guilty over
here we want to know.

HAL DEVAN: (Unintelligible) in the news. (Laughs) (Noise)

DEAN: Anot her interesting thing that's devel oped
is, regarding the private litigation we've
got is, uh, the Stans' |ibel action was
assigned to Judge Ri chey.

PRES| DENT: Oh, Christ.

DEAN: Vell, now, that's good and bad. Uh, Judge

Ri chey is not known to be one of the
intellects on the bench. That's conceded by
many that he is uh, uh --

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) in his own stupid way he's
sort of, uh --
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PRESI DENT:
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HAL DEVAN

DEAN:

HAL DEMVAN:
DEAN:

UNI DENTI FI ED:
HAL DEMVAN:
PRESI DENT:

Vel l, he's been thoroughly candid in his
dealing with people about the case. He's
made several entrees, uh, off the bench, to,
to, uh, (1) to Kleindienst; (2) to, uh, his
old friend Roener McPhee, to keep Roener
abreast of what his thinking is. He told
Roenmer he thought that Maury ought to file a
| i bel action.

Did he?
(Laughs)
Good.
Uh --

Well, can he deal with that case
concurrently with the other case?

Yeah. The, the fact that the, the civil
case canme to a halt, that the depositions
were halted and he --

-- opened his calendar for a few days.

Vell, it did that, and nore than that. He
had been talking to Silbert, and Sil bert,

uh, the U S. Attorney down here, the
Assistant U S. Attorney was saying, "W are
going to have a hell of a tinme drawi ng these
i ndi ctnents up because of the fact that
these civil depositions keep com ng out and
the Grand Jury's got one eye on this civi
case because they don't want to get

t henmsel ves caught, uh, com ng out with
indictments and the civil case that is

| ooking differently, so --

Wuld you like to take Clark now, sir?
MacG egor's call?
Yeah. Go ahead.
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DEAN: So, based, based on that, uh, uh, when
Silbert had told Richey the, uh -- had a
casual encounter -- in fact, uh, it was just
in the hall -- Richey, the next thing he

does is he stops the civil case so Sil bert
can get the indictnment down.

( TELEPHONE RI NGS)
PRESI DENT: Hm

DEAN: Soit's, it's, uh -- he's got, he's got the
abuse of process suit al so.
(Unintel ligible)

PRESI DENT: Hello. Yes. Yeah. Hello. WlIl you stil
alive? Yeah, yeah. Just sitting here with
John Dean and he tells nme that, uh, that
you, that you're going to probably be sued
or sonme damm t hing.

HAL DEVAN: OCh, God. (Unintelligible)

PRESI DENT: Did you put that |ast bug in? Yeah. Due to
the fact that | (unintelligible). Yeah.
Yeah. Good. Good. (unintelligible)
(Pause) Yeah. (Pause) Good. (18 second
pause) Sure. (Pause) Well, I'Il tell you,
uh, just don't let this keep you or your
col | eagues from concentrating on the big
gane. Yeah, that's right. | nean this, uh
this, this thing is just, uh, you know, one
of those side issues and a nonth |ater
everybody | ooks back and wonders what the
hel | the shouting was about. Yeah. Yeah.
Ckay, well, anyway get a good night's sleep.
And don't, don't bug anybody w thout asking
me. Ckay? Yeah. (23 second pause) Thank
you. Always. GCkay. (1 mnute, 32 second
pause, noise and unintelligible
conver sati on)
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DEAN: Three nonths ago | woul d have had trouble
predi cti ng where we'd be today. | think
that | can say that fifty-four days from now
that, uh, not a thing will conme crashing
down to our, our surprise.

PRESI DENT: Say what ?

DEAN: Not hing is going to cone crashing down to
our surprise, either --

PRESI DENT: Well, the whole thing is a can of worns, as

you know. A lot of this stuff went on

And, uh, and, uh, and the peopl e who worked
(unintelligible) awfully enmbarrassing. And,
uh, and, the, uh, but the, but the way you,
you' ve handled it, it seens to ne, has been
very skillful, because you -- putting your
fingers in the dikes every tine that |eaks
have sprung here and sprung there.
(Unintelligible) having people straighten
the (unintelligible). The Gand Jury is

di sm ssed now?

DEAN: That is correct. They'Il, they will have
conpleted and they will let them go, so
there will be no continued investigation

pronpted by the Gand Jury's inquiry. The,
uh, GAO report that was referred over to
Justice is on a shelf right now because they
have hundreds of violations. They' ve got
viol ati ons of McGovern's; they've got

vi ol ati ons of Hunphrey's; they've got
Jackson viol ations, and several hundred
Congressional violations. They don't want
to start prosecuting one any nore than they
want the other. So that's, uh --

PRESI DENT: They damm wel |l not prosecute us unless they
prosecute all the others.
DEAN: That's right. That's right. Well, we are

real |y tal ki ng about technical violations
that were referred over al so.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Sure. Sure. \Wat about, uh, uh, watching
the McGovern contributors and all that sort
of thing?

W' ve got a, we've got a hawk's eye on that.
Yeah.

And, uh, uh, he is, he is not in full conpliance.

He isn't?

No.

Vel l, now, he has his three hundred
commttees; have they all reported yet?
Have we -- we reported ours.

Yes we -- Well, we have a coupl e of

del i nquent state commttees out, uh --
Ri ght, but it's done now.
If they --

(Unintelligible) Have the paper commttees
all reported, the three hundred or so
commttees he's supposed to have.

W -- no, they have not.
Can we say sonet hing about that, or have we?

Vel l, one of the things that he has not
done, is he has never disclosed the fact
that he's got some three hundred commttees.
This has been a Wall Street Journal piece
that picked it up and carried it and, uh --

Oh, he has never admitted that publicly?
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DEAN: No, he hasn't. And it's quite -- it's a tax
shamthat he set it up for. And -- It is
hard to conprehend why he set up three
hundred comm ttees, frankly. Uh, he doesn't
need that many, he doesn't have that sort of
| arge contributors, where they have to
di sburse small (unintelligible)

HAL DEMAN: Unl ess soneone's giving nine hundred
t housand dol | ars.

DEAN: That's right.

PRESI DENT: Wi ch coul d be very possible.

HAL DEVAN: He may be getting nine hundred thousand
dol I ars from sonebody.

PRESI DENT: Fromtwo or three people. He nay have sone
big angels. | don't think he is getting a
hell of a lot of small noney. | don't think
so. | don't believe this crap. | nean if
he -- Have you had your Post O fice check
yet ?

HAL DEVAN: That John was going to do. | don't know. (Pause)

PRES| DENT: That's an interesting thing to check.

HAL DEMAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: You know how little those dam things
(unintelligible)

DEAN: (unintelligible) right. As | see it, now,
the only problens that, uh, that we have
are, are the human problens and we'll keep a
cl ose eye on that.

PRESI DENT: Uni on?

DEAN: Human.

PRESI DENT: Ch.

DEAN: (Unintel ligible)
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HAL DEMVAN:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
HAL DEMVAN:

Peopl e--Human frailties, where people fal
apart.

Human frailties - people getting annoyed and
sone finger-pointing and fal se accusati ons,
and any internal dissension of that nature.

You nean on this case?

On this case. Uh, there is sone bitterness
bet ween, for exanple, the Finance Committee
and the Political Commttee. They feel that
they're taking all the heat, and, and, uh,
all the people upstairs are bad peopl e and
they' re not being recognized.

Ri di cul ous.

It is -- 1 mean --

They're all in it together.
That's right.

They should just, uh, just behave and, and,
recogni ze this, this is, again, this is war

W're getting a few shots and it'll be over,
and we'll give thema few shots and it'll be
over. Don't worry. | wouldn't want to be

on the other side right now Wuld you?
woul dn't want to be in Edward Bennet
Wllians', WIllians' position after this
el ection.

No. No.
None of these bastards --

He, uh, he's done sone rather unethical
things that have cone to |ight already,
which in -- again, R chey has brought to our
attention.

Yeah.
He went down --
Keep a log on all that.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

Ch, we are, indeed. Yeah.

Yeah.

Because afterwards that's the guy,
We're going after him

That's the guy we've got to ruin.
He had, he had an ex parte --

You want to renenber, too, he's an attorney
for the Washi ngton Post.

I'"'mwell aware of that.

| think we are going to fix the son-of-a-
bitch. Believe ne. W are going to. W've
got to, because he's a bad man.

Absol utel y.

He m sbehaved very badly in the Hoffa
matter. Qur -- sone pretty bad conduct,
there, too, but go ahead.

Vell, that's, uh, along that |ine, uh, one
of the things I've tried to do, is just keep
notes on a |l ot of the people who are
energi ng as,

That's right.
as |l ess than our friends.
G eat.

Because this is going to be over sone day
and they're -- W shouldn't forget the way
that some of them (unintelligible) --

| want the nost, | want the nost
conprehensi ve notes on all of those that
have tried to do us in. Because they didn't
have to do it.
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DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEMVAN:

1972 FROM 5: 27 TO 6: 17 P. M
That's right.
They didn't have to do it. | nmean, if the

thing had been a clo -- uh, they had a very
cl ose el ection everybody on the other side
woul d understand this gane. But now they
are doing this quite deliberately and they
are asking for it and they are going to get
it. And this, this -- W, we have not used
the power in this first four years, as you
know.

That's true.

W have never used it. W haven't used the
Bureau and we haven't used the Justice
Department, but things are going to change
now. And they're going to change, and, and
they're going to get it right --

That's an exciting prospect.

It's got to be done. It's the only thing to
do.

W' ve got to.

Ch, oh, well, we've just been, we've been
just God damm fools. For us to cone into
this el ection canpai gn and not do anything
with regard to the Denocratic Senators who
are running, and so forth. They're, they're
crooks, they've been stealing, they've been
taking (unintelligible). That's ridiculous.
Absol utely ridiculous. [It's not going,
going to be that way any nore, and, uh --

Really, it's ironic, you know, because we've
gone to such extrenmes to do every -- You
know, you, you and your damm regul ati ons
with --

Ri ght.

Everybody worries about,
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

DEAN:
HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

That's right.

about . ..

That's right.

not picking up a hotel bill or anything.
Vell, I think, we can, | think, | think we
can be proud of the Wite House staff. It

real ly has..

That’s right.

had no problens of that --
Vell, that's right.

And they're looking, this GAO audit that's
going on right now, uh, | think that they
have got sone suspicion, uh, in even a
cursory investigation, which is not going to
di scover anything, that they're going to

find sonmething here. | |earned today
incidentally, that, that, uh, | haven't
confirmed this because it's -- came fromthe

GO, GAO auditor, investigator who's down
here, that he is down here at the Speaker of
t he House's request, which surprised ne.

Wel |, God dam the Speaker of the House.
Maybe we better put a little heat on him

| think so too.

Because he's got a | ot worse problens than
he's going to find down here.

That's right. (Pause)
That's the kind of thing --
| know, |et the police departnent go.
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HAL DEVAN: That's the kind of thing that, you know, you
-- What we really ought to do is call the
Speaker and say, "l regret to see you

ordering GAO down here because of what it's
going to cause us to require to do to you."

PRESI DENT: Way don't you just have Harl ow go see him
and tell himthat?

HAL DEVAN: Because he wouldn't do it.

PRESI DENT: Hn?

HAL DEVAN: ' Cause he wouldn't do it.

PRESI DENT: Harl ow woul dn't do it, you nean.

HAL DEVAN: Harl ow woul d say, “M. Speaker --"

PRES| DENT: Yeah.

DEAN: I, | suppose the other area we are going to
see sonme publicity on in the com ng weeks
because, uh. | think after the, now that

the indictnents are down, there's going to
be a cresting on that. The whitewash charge
of course, but, uh, I think we can handle
that while the civil case is in abeyance.

But Pat man's hearings, uh, his Banking and
Currency Commttee, and we've got to --

whet her we will be successful or not in
turning that off, | don't know. W' ve got a
pl an whereby Rothblatt and Bittman, who are
counsel for the five men who were, or
actually a total or seven, that were

i ndicted today, are going to go up and visit
every nmenber and say, "If you comrence
hearings you are going to jeopardi ze the
civil rights of these individuals in the

wor st way, and they'll never get a fair
trial,” and the like, and try to talk to
menbers on, on that level. Uh --
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PRESI DENT: Way not ask that they request to be heard
by, by the Conmttee and explain it
publicly?

DEAN: Publicly, they've planned that. What
they're going to say is, "If you do commence

wi th these hearings, we plan to publicly
come up and say what you're doing to the
rights of individuals.” Sonmething to that

effect.

PRESI DENT: As a matter of fact they could even nake a
notion in court to get the thing dism ssed.

DEAN: That's another thing we're doing is to, is

PRESI DENT: Because these hearings ---

DEAN: bring an injunctive action against, uh, the
appear ance, say --

HAL DEMVAN: Vel |, going the other way, the dism ssal of
the, of the, of the indictnment --

PRESI DENT: How about trying to get the crimnal cases,
crimnal charges dism ssed on the grounds
that there, well, you know --

HAL DEMAN: The civil rights type stuff.

DEAN: Cvil rights -- Well that, we're working

agai n, we've got sonebody approaching the
ACLU for these guys, and have them go up and
exert sone pressure because we just don't
want Stans up there in front of the caneras
w th Pat man and Pat man asking all these
guestions. It's just going to be the whol e
thing, the press going over and over and
over again. Uh, one suggestion was that
Connally is, is close to Patman and probably
i f anybody could talk turkey to Patman, uh,
Connally m ght be able to. Now |l don't know
if that's, uh, a good idea or not. | don't
think he -- don't know if he can. Uh, Jerry
Ford is not really taking



SEPTEMBER 15, 1972 FROM 5:27 TO 6:17 P. M 20

DEAN: (cont.) an active interest in this matter that, that

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

i s devel opi ng, so Stans can go see Jerry
Ford and try to brief himand explain to him
the problens he's got. And then the other
thing we are going to do is we're | ooking at
all the canpaign reports of every nenber of
that Commttee because we are convinced that
none of them have probably totally conplied
with the law either. And if they want to
get intoit, if they want to play rough,
sone day we better say, “Wll, gentlenen, we
think we ought to call to your attention
that you haven't conplied A, B, C, D, E, and
F, and we're not going to hold that a secret
if you start tal king canpai gn violations
here."

Uh, what about Ford? Do you think so? Do
you think he can do anything w th Pat man?
Connal ly can't be sent up there.

No.
Connal |y

| don't think anybody can do anything with
Patman. But if, if Ford can get the
mnority nenbers, uh, together on that one,
it'"s going to be a lot --

They' ve got a very weak man in Wdnall,
unfortunately. Heckler is all right.

Heckl er was great.
She was great, with, uh --

That's what | understand, but you see,
Wndnall -- let's take sonmebody -- Jerry
could talk to him Put it down, uh, Jerry
should talk to Wndnall and, uh, just brace
him tell himl thought it was
(unintelligible) start behaving. Not |et
hi m be the chairman of the Commttee in the
House. That's what you want?
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DEAN: That woul d be very hel pful, to get our
mnority side at |east together on the
t hi ng.

PRESI DENT: Jerry's really got to lead on this. He's
got to really |ead.

HAL DEVAN: Jerry should, damm it. This is exactly the

thing he was tal king about, that the reason
they are staying in is so that they can

PRESI DENT: That's right.

HAL DEMAN: run investigations.

PRESI DENT: Well, the point is that they ought to raise
hel | about this, uh, this -- these hearings
are jeopardizing the -- | don't know t hat
they're, that the, the, the counsel calling
on the menbers of the Commttee will do much
good. | was, | -- it may be all right but -
- I was thinking that they really ought to
bl underbuss it in the public arena. It
ought to be publicized.

DEAN: Ri ght.

HAL DEMA AN: Good.

DEAN: Ri ght.

PRESI DENT: That's what this is, public relations.

DEAN: That's, that's all it is, particularly if
Patman pulls the strings off, uh -- (Pause)

That's the last forumthat, uh, uh, it |ooks
like it could be a problemwhere you just
have the | east control the way it stands
right now. Kennedy has al so suggested he
may call hearings of his Adm nistrative
Practices and Procedure Subcommttee. Un,
as, as this case has been all along, you can
spin out horribles that, uh, you, you can
conceive of, and so we just don't do that.

| stopped doing that about, uh, two nonths
ago.
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PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

HAL DEMVAN:
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEMVAN:

DEAN:
HAL DEMVAN:
DEAN:

HAL DEMN:

Yeah.

W just take one at a tinme and you deal with
it based on --

And you really can't just sit and worry
yoursel f --

No.

about it all the tine, thinking, "The worst
may happen,” but it may not. So you just
try to button it up as well as you can and
hope for the best. And,

Vell if Bob --

and renmenber that basically the damm thing
is just one of those unfortunate things and,
we're trying to cut our | osses.

Vell, certainly that's right and certainly
it had no effect on you. That's the, the
good t hi ng.

It really hasn't.
It has or hasn't?

No, it hasn't. It has been kept away from
the White House al nost conpletely and from
the President totally. The only tie to the
Wit e House has been the Col son effort they
keep trying to haul in.

And now, of course
That's falling apart.

The two forner Wiite House people, |ow
| evel, indicted, one consultant and one
nenber of the Donestic Council staff.
That's not very nmuch of a tie.

No.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
HAL DEMVAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

Vel |l their nanmes have been al ready
ment i oned.

Ch, they' ve been..
Vol um nous accounts.
And it's, it's been discounted --

You know, they've already been convicted in
t he press.

Absol utel y.
Yep.

God damm it, if they'd been comunists you'd
have t he Washi ngton Post and the New York
Times raising hell about their civil rights.

That's right.
O Manson.
That's right.

Jesus Chri st.
woul dn't --

That's right.
Isn't that true?

If they'd been killers,

It's absolutely true.

These poor bastards are -- well they've been
-- they've got no way they can ever -- In
fact, they ought to nove the, uh, nove the
trial anay fromthe --

Wel |, there has been extensive clipping by
the counsel in this case, and |I've gone

t hrough sone of these clippings and it's

j ust phenonenal the, uh...



SEPTEMBER 15, 1972 FROM 5:27 TO 6:17 P. M 24

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

DEAN: t he amount of coverage this case is getting.
They may never get a fair trial, may never
get a fair trial. They may never get a jury
that can convict themor pull it together.
And the Post, as you know, has got a, a, a
real large teamthat they' ve assigned to do
not hing but this...

PRES| DENT: Sure.

DEAN: this case. Couldn't believe they put Maury
Stans' story about his libel suit, which was
just playing so heavily on the networks | ast
night, and in the evening news, they put it
way back on about page eight of the Post...

PRES| DENT: Sure.

DEAN: and didn't even cover it as a -- in total.

PRESI DENT: | expect that. That's all right. W've
(unintelligible)

HAL DEMAN: The Post is ...

PRESI DENT: The Post has asked -- it's going to have its
pr obl ens.

HAL DEMAN: (Unintel ligible)

DEAN: The networks, the networks are good with
Maury com ng back three days in a row and --

PRES| DENT: That's right. Right. The main thing is the
Post is going to have dammabl e, damabl e
probl ens out of this one. They have a
tel evision station.

DEAN: That's right, they do.
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PRESI DENT:
HAL DEMVAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMVAN:
DEAN:

HALDEMAN or

PRESI DENT:
DEAN:

HAL DEVAN
DEAN:
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

And they're going to have to get it renewed.
They' ve got a radio station, too.

Does that conme up too? The point is, when
does it cone up?

| don't know. But the practice of non-
| icensees filing on top of |icensees has
certainly gotten nore,...

That's right.
nore active in the, in the area.
And it's going to be God dam active here.

(Laughs)

Vell, the gane has to be played awfully
rough. | don't know -- Now, you, you'l
follow through with -- who will over there?
Who -- Timons, or with Ford, or -- Hows it
going to operate?

"Il talk to Bill. | think -- Yeah

D ck Cook has been working.. .

(Unintel ligible)

on it.

Cook is the guy.

Di ck has been working on it.
Maybe Mtchell should --

Vell, maybe Mtchell ought to -- would,
could Mtchell do it?

No.
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DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

| don't really think that woul d be good.
No.

| hate to draw himin.

Yeah.

| think Maury can talk to Ford if that wll
do any good, but it won't have the sane

i npact, of course, 'cause he's the one
directly involved, but I think Maury ought
to brief Ford at sone point on, on exactly
what his whole side of the story is.

['Il talk to Cook

OCh, | -- maybe Ehrlichman should talk to
him Ehrlichman understands the | aw, and
the rest, and should say, "Now God damm it,
get the hell over with this."

Is that a good idea? Maybe it is.

| think nmaybe that's the thing to do
(unintelligible). This is, this is big, big
play. I'mgetting into this. So that he --
he's got to know that it cones fromthe top.
Yeah.

That's what he's got to know,...

Ri ght.
and if he (unintelligible) and we're not
going to -- | can't talk to himnyself --

and that he's got to get at this and screw
this thing up while he can, right?

Vell, if we let that slide up there with the
Pat man Conmittee, it'd be just, you know,
just a tragedy to let Patnman have a field
day up there.
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PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:
PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

What's the first nove? When does he cal
his wit -- w tnesses?

Vel l, he, he has not even gotten the vote of
his Committee; he hasn't convened his

Comm ttee yet on whether he can cal
hearings. That's why, conme Monday norning,
these attorneys are going to arrive, uh, on
the doorstep of the Chairman and try to tel
hi m what he's doing if he proceeds. Unh, one
of the nenbers, Garry Brown, uh, wote

Kl ei ndienst a letter saying, "If the

Chai rman holds Committee hearings on this,
isn't this going to jeopardi ze your crim nal
case?"

Brown's a snart fellow He's from he's
from M chi gan. .

That's right.

and sone tie into Ford. He's very, he's a
very smart fellow. Good.

Good | awyer and he's being helpful. He is
anxi ous to hel p.

Right, just tell himthat, tell, tell, tell
Ehrlichman to get Brown in and Ford in and
then they can all work out sonething, but
they ought to get off their asses and push
it. No use to let Patman have a free ride
her e.

Vell, we can, we can keep themwell briefed
on noves if they'll, if they' Il nove when we
provide themw th the, the strategy. And we
will have a raft of depositions going the

ot her way soon. We, will be hauling the,
the OBriens in and the |ike, and uh, on our
abuse of process suit.

What are you going to ask hinf
(Unintelligible) questions?
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DEAN: No. This fellow, this fellow Rothblatt, who
has started deposing, uh, he's quite a
character. He's been getting into the sex
life of some of the nenbers of the DNC

and. ..
PRESI DENT: Whay? How can -- Wat's his justification?
DEAN: Vell, he's working on an entrapnent theory

that, uh, uh, they were hiding sonething or
they had secret information, affairs to hide
and they, they could, sone way, conspire to
bring this thing about thenselves. It's a,
it's a way-out theory that, uh, no one had
(unintelligible)

HAL DEMAN: (Laughs)

DEAN: Uh, and he, he had schedul ed Patricia Harris
and she didn't show up. She went to the
beauty parlor instead so he went down to the
Court House and she had, had been directed
to show up and then the next day the Judge
cut all the depositions off. But he had a
host of wld questions, including, you know,
where O Brien got his conpensation when he
was Chairman. Not that he knows anyt hi ng
about that, but, uh, it was just an
i nteresting question he thought he m ght
want to ask the, the Chairnman under oath.

HAL DEVAN: That's -- It gives us, the sanme hunting
license that it gave them

DEAN: Ch, that's right.

HAL DEMAN: So we can play the sane gane they are

pl ayi ng, but we ought to be able to do
better at it.

PRESI DENT: well --
HAL DEVAN: Are those depositions seal ed?
DEAN: That's right.
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HAL DEVAN: They are?

DEAN: But that argues that, uh, they won't want
t hem unseal ed. They'|ll want them unseal ed
| ess than we will, and we may be argui ng at
sone point to get them unseal ed.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

DEAN: | think what's going to happen on the civil

case is the Judge is going to dismss the
pendi ng conpl ai nt down there right now.

They will then turn around and file a new
conplaint which will be heard, or conme back
to Richey again. That, uh, that'll probably
happen the twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-
second. Then, twenty days will run until
any answers will have to be filed and these
depositions will be commenced so we're,

what, we're eating up an awful lot of tine--

HAL DEVAN: On their side.

DEAN: for those next fifty-four days.

PRESI DENT: Wiy will they have to dismss the present --

DEAN: Uh, probably on, on a dual ground, uh, both
on the substantive ground that they haven't
stated a good cause of action -- that there

is an inproper class action filed and that
O Brien indeed doesn't represent any class.
Uh, and he'll just dismss it on the nmerits.
It's not a good conplaint. He's already
shaved it down to al nost nothing on his
original order. They will then have to re-
design it into a nuch narrower action, but

t he Judge hinself can't suggest sonething to
counsel. But it's -- you've got a good res
judi cata argunent here. |[If he dism sses on
the nerits, uh, that they can't file another
suit. They're out of the court totally.
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HAL DEVAN: But our suits do still hang?

DEAN: Qur suits are still -- W have two suits
now, we have the abuse of process and...

HAL DEVAN: -- the libel --

DEAN: the libel suit.

HAL DEVAN: We can take depositions on both of those?

DEAN: Absol utely.

PRESI DENT: Hel | yes.

HAL DEVAN: (Laughs)

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) depositions.

DEAN: It's a, it's a glimer down the road anyway,

but, uh --



