
The 2019 Canadian Election:
Issues and Impact for Michigan

Sponsored by the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and Museum in collaboration with the 
Consulate General of Canada in Detroit and the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation.



Joseph “Joe” Comartin

Canadian Consul 
General

 Consul General of Canada in Indiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan and Ohio

 Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons of 
Canada (2012 – 2015)

 Leader of the Opposition in the House of 
Commons (2011 – 2012)

 Member of Parliament for Windsor – Tecumseh 
(2000 – 2015)



Dr. Stephen Brooks

University of Windsor
 Professor, Department of Political Science, 

University of Windsor

 Research interests: 

• Canadian politics, including Canadian 
political thought

• American politics

• Foreign perceptions of American politics



Maryscott “Scotty” 
Greenwood

Canadian American 
Business Council 

 Chief of Staff to former United States 
Ambassador to Canada

 Board of Directors, World Affairs Council of 
Washington, DC

 Board of Directors, Foundation for Art and 
Preservation in Embassies

 Advisory Board, G(irls)20 Summit



Moderator: 
Dr. Barry Rabe 
UM Ford School of Public 
Policy

 Director, Center for Local, State, and Urban 
Policy

 J. Ira and Nicki Harris Family Professor of Public 
Policy at the Ford School

 Arthur F. Thurnau Professor of Environmental 
Policy

 Nonresident Senior Fellow, Governance 
Studies, Brookings Institution

 Fellow, National Academy of Public 
Administration



Canadian Ambassador Marcel Cadieux Presenting 
1976 Montreal Summer Olympics Commemorative 
Coins to President Ford in the Oval Office 
October 15, 1974



State Visit and Dinner 
in Honor of 

Prime Minister Trudeau
December 4, 1974



Center:  President Ford greeting Prime Minister Trudeau 
at the North Portico of the White House before a 
Working Stag Dinner.  December 4, 1974

Below Right:  Prime Minister Trudeau, 
President Ford and Guests at a Working 
Stag Dinner.  December 4, 1974



State Gifts Given to President Ford
from Prime Minister Trudeau
December 4, 1974

Silver-framed Photograph of the Prime Minister with Handwritten 
Message, “To President Ford with high regard and friendly wishes.”



Letter to President 
Ford from Prime 
Minister Trudeau

December 12, 1974



Ambassador 
Jack Hamilton Warren of Canada 

presenting his diplomatic 
credentials 

to President Ford 
July14,1975

“A New And Correct Map Of The British Colonies In 
North America” (1794) given to President Ford 
by Ambassador Warren



“[The Freedom Festival] is a reminder of the 
peaceful century and a half that has existed 
between Canada and the United States. It is 
a vivid manifestation that two communities 
can live together in a close relationship 
while still respecting each other’s 
differences and rights to independence.”

Letter from Bert Weeks, Mayor of Windsor, 
Canada, to President Ford congratulating 
him on being a joint recipient of the 1976 
Windsor/Detroit International Freedom 
Festival Award



President Ford and Canadian Minister of 
Energy, Mines, and Resources Donald S. 
Macdonald Shaking Hands at the Dedication 
Ceremony for Libby Dam in Libby, Montana

August 24, 1975



Telegram from Prime Minister 
Trudeau after the First Assassination 
Attempt.  

“My Dear President:  I want you to 
know how shaken I was to learn of 
the attempt on your life a few 
moments ago in Sacramento.  I am 
deeply relieved, as are all 
Canadians, that no harm was done 
to you.”

September 5, 1975



Invitation to the Canadian Opera
October 10, 1975





Below:  President Ford greeting Governor 
General Jules Leger of Canada, Mrs. Leger, 
Ambassador Jack Hamilton Warren of 
Canada, and others in the Oval Office 
April 8, 1976

Above: President Ford meeting with the 
chairman and members of the 
U.S.-Canadian International Joint 
Commission in the Oval Office
April 5, 1976



President Ford and Prime Minister Trudeau at the 
presentation of Between Friends/Entre Amis, Canada’s 
Bicentennial gift to the United States, in the Rose Garden, 
with the book’s editor Lorraine Monk.  June 16,1976



President Ford and Prime Minister 
Trudeau Talking During a Working 
Dinner Cruise Aboard the 
USS Sequoia
June 16, 1976



Prime Minister Trudeau 
wrote to President 
Ford following the first 
G6 Summit in 
November 1975 “to 
express my warm 
appreciation for the 
generous support you 
gave to Canada’s 
desire to participate” 
in future international 
economic summits. 

Canada participated 
in the 1976 G7 Summit 
hosted by President 
Ford in Puerto Rico.



President Ford and Prime Minister 
Trudeau with Other World Leaders 
at the International Economic 
Summit in Puerto Rico 
June 28, 1976



President Ford and Prime 
Minister Trudeau at the 
Dorado Beach Hotel During 
the International Economic 
Summit in Puerto Rico 
June 28, 1976



Prime Minister Trudeau 
inviting President Ford to the 
Calgary Stampede set for 
July 1976 and even a 
“few hours of glacier skiing!”

President and Mrs. Ford 
declined due to a scheduling 
conflict, but their son Steve 
attended the 1976 Calgary 
Stampede in their place.



Steve Ford at the Calgary Stampede
July 9, 1976



Holiday Card from the Trudeau Family Sent 
to the Ford Family 
December 1976



Back row: Bob Hope, Sunao Sonoda, Jose Lopez Portillo, Barbara Bush, George H. W. Bush, 
Pierre Trudeau, Valery Giscard d'Estaing, Lady Bird Johnson; 
Front row: Nancy Reagan, Ronald Reagan, Gerald Ford, Betty Ford

Guests of honor posing for 
a picture prior to the gala 
for the dedication of the 
Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Museum in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan
September 18, 1981



Right: Prime Minister Trudeau, 
Lady Bird Johnson, and President 
Ford prior to the gala for the 
dedication of the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Museum

Left:  President Valery Giscard d’Estaing of France, 
President Ford, and Prime Minister Trudeau prior to 
the gala for the dedication of the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Museum

September 18, 1981



Letter from Prime Minister Trudeau to President Ford
October 28, 1977

“It is with considerable personal 
pleasure that I welcome you and thank 
you for your willingness to participate in 
a testimonial dinner offered by a 
distinguished group of Canadians.”



The Ford Memorial Banner as it hung on the Canadian 
Embassy in Washington, DC, during the mourning period 
for President Ford.  



Right:  Jack Ford, son of President Ford and 
Chairman of the Gerald R. Ford Foundation with 
Consul General of Canada Robert Noble and 
Ford Library and Museum Director Elaine Didier 

Left:  Consul General of 
Canada Robert Noble 
presents the Gerald R. 
Ford Memorial banner at 
the Ford Museum 

February 21, 2007
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