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Dear Mr. Lockhart:

On behalf of President Ford, 1 want to acknowledge your letter of
December 3, 1974, in which you expressed concern about the
possibility of Soviet snow plows being exported to the United States,

Neither the Preosident's reported casual remark to General Secretary
Breshnev nor Breshnev's reply, while traveling together (rom the
Vliadivostok airport to the city, indicate any Intention to import Soviet
snow plows. These would seem to be just pleasantries being exchanged
by the two leaders while they were viewing the snow-covered landscape
from the train,

According to our information, the Soviets are not major exporters of
this equipment, The domestic U.5,5.R, market absorbs most of their

snow plow production,

United States-Soviet trade data show that the United States has not
imported any snow plows from the U.5.5.R, and we are not aware
of any plans to do s0 in the future.

1 hope that this answers your question,

With best wishes,
Sincerely,
Roland L. Elliott
Director of Correspondence
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20230

MEMORANDUM FOR Roland L. Elliott
Director of Correspondence
The White House

Subject: Reply draft to Mr. Palmer Lockhart, President,
Frink Sno-Plows, 205 Webb Street, Clayton,
New York

This is in response to your referral memorandum to the
Secretary of Commerce with which you enclosed a letter
from Mr. Palmer Lockhart of Frink Sno-Plows who expressed
concern about a reported remark of President Ford during
his recent trip to the U.S.S.R.

A draft of a reply to Mr. Palmer Lockhart's letter is
enclosed for your comments and signature. Unfortunately,
no statistics are available on Soviet snow-plow production
and trade.

Murray S. Scuremanm
Assistant to the Secretary

Enclosure
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NOTE
Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply.

Prompt action is essentiak

If more than 72 hours’ delay is encountered,
Furnish information copy.

please telephone the undersigned immediately,
Code 1450.
Suitable acknowledgment or other

appropriate handling.
Furnish copy of reply, if any.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
For your information.

draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

For comment.

Description:

Letter: Telegram: Other:
The President

From: Mr. Palmer Lockhart, President, Frink Sno-Plows, 205 Webb St., Clayton, NY
12/3/74

American snow plow company objects to President's

being sold in U, S,

remarks in Soviet Union and to possibility of Soviet plows

JHH:mgs

By direction of the President:

§

Roland L. Elliott

Director of Correspondence

(Copy to remain with correspondence)



PHONE 315 - 686-5531

FRI N K SNO-PLOWS 205 WEBB ST., CLAYTON, N. Y. 13624

A DIVISION OF COMPRO-FRINK CORPORATION

December 3, 1974

President Gerald Ford
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

Mr. President:

In the November 24th copy of the New York Daily News, you are quoted as saying
]”We have snow problems in Washington. We don't get much, but it is a problem

when it comes., It really handicaps the city. We don't have the equipment and
' we don't have the people who know how to drive in the city in snow."

Messrs, Brezhnez and Gromyko replied "And that will be our first deal. We send

you Soviet snow plows. At a good price."

As a somewhat disenchanted supporter of the administration, I respectfully draw
to your attention that our company has been in business 54 years solving the
problems of snow and ice removal from Maine to California, and more to the point,
we have a wholly owned subsidiary in Alpena, Michigan.

Perhaps you don't have the right equipment in Washington because you don't make
the right choices.

In any event, your casual remarks can be taken quite seriously, not only by people
in our industry, but Russians and other people that our government seems overly
attentive to, in spite of the critical situation of the domestic economy.

Yours respectfully,

INK! SNO-PLOWS

Palmer Lockpér
President
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Enc:

You can WIN more friends at home!



Frink moves
cheadto %
the second fifty years.

From the first efficient plows, introduced by Carl Frink in
1920, to today's intricate and powerful snow-masters, Frink
Sno-Plows Inc. has always stood for the very finest in snow
removal and control.

Now, as the nation’s oldest, largest and foremost manufac-
turer of snowfighting equipment, we pledge a second half
century of progress in research and development to help all
types of transportation conquer the elements.

That's a promise.

Frink Sno-Plows leuyh)r' New York 13624
Choice of those whose job 1s making right choices
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