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= IM THE COURSE OF Ao rALL oN VICE PRESTDEMT HUDNG WITH MHITE=
HOUSE YESTEHpAY, [ HAD THE opFORTUNITY TD DISCUSS HIS ANTI-
CORRUPTION EFFORTS AT COANSIOERABLE LEMNGTH»

2+ THE VICE PRESIDENT STATED THAT HWE CONTINUED TO BELIEVE THAT
THE PROBLEH OF CORRUPTION ‘WaS THE MAJDOR FLAW 1N SOUTH VIET-NaH
TODAY« IN THE COURSE OF A RECENT CORVERSATION ®¥ITH PRESIDENT
THIEU»s THE VICE pRESIDENT Sa1D THAT ME HAD POINTED OUT THAT THE
REASOM CHINA HAD FALLEM TO THE COMMUNISTS Wag THE RAMPANT

CORRUPTION WHICH CHARACTERIZED THE CHIANG KA]-SHEK REGIME.
HE BELIEVES THAT UNLESS DRAaAaTIC AMD URGENT MEASURES ARE PUT
INTO EFFECT [N SOUTH vIST=Nams 1T MIGHT WELL SUFFER THE SAME FATE.

3= THE VICE PRESTDENT wWasS 0avIOUSLY PLEASED WITH THE [NYEST!=-
GATINN WHICH HAS BEEN COMDUCTED ON THE SHMASF (SERVICEMEN'S
MUTUAL AID anmD SAVINGS FUND) SCANDAL. [N REPLY TO &

BUESTION WITw REGARD TO THE ACTIONS WHICH WOuLD BE TAKEN
AGAINSY THE GUILTY OFFICERS,; THF YICE PRESIDENT STATED THAT

HE WaS SUBMITTING 2 50-PAGE ANALYSIS TO PRESIDENT THIEU

IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS WHICH SECDMMENDED THE LEGAL AND
DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS WW]CH sHOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST THE PERSONS
INVOLVED IN THE SMASF SCANDAL »

&+ THE VICE PRES[DENT REPEATEDLY ST2ESSED THF DIFFICULTY OF
THE TASK WITH WHICH HE YAS rEEN CHARGED. ALTWwDUGH HE GETS
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SOME FINANClAL SUPPORT FROM PRESIDENT THIEU'S SECRET FUNDS,

ME IS5 GREATLY HANDICAPPFD 8¥ LACK OF STAFF AND. LAGK OF FUNDS.
HE POIMTED OUT THAT IT WAS HARD TO FIND IMCOsRUPTIBLE aMD BOLD
OFFICERS TO WORK I[N TH1S FIFLD AND THAT THE ¢cORRUPTIBILITY oF
MAGISTRATES MADE [T VERY DIFFICULT TO GET CONVICTIONS.

S+« I DREW THE YICE PRESICENT'S ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT
AMERICAN SUPPORT OF THE “COSRUPT THIEU REGIM=™ WOULD BE A
CAMPAIGN ISSUE anD THAT 1T WwoULD BE [N THE IMTEREST OF THE GVN
TO TakKE VIGOROUS MEASURES AGAINST CORRUPTION PROMPTLYs |

LSO ExPRESSED THE OPINION THAT AS THE [MTENSITY OF THE ENEMWY
QFFENSIVE DIMINISHED [T WOULD 8E DESIRABLE FDa THE GVN TO KICK
OFF &N AGGRESSIVE CaMPaIGN [N THIS FIELD. THE VICE PRESIDENT
AGREED THAT AN INTENSIVE CamPAIGN WaAS DESIRARLE BUT PDINTED ouT
THAT AT THE PRESENT TIME PRFESIDENT THIEU HAD TO MAKE USE

OF CoMPETENT AND BRAVE NFFICERS EVEN IF THEY WERE NOT

EMTIEELY CLEANS WwHEN THE MILITARY STTUATION PERMITTED T

SUCH OFFICERS SHOULD RE RELIEVEDs IN THIS CONTEXT THE VICE
PRESTDENT STATED THAT IT WAS IN PART THAMKS Tn HIS EFFQRTS
THAT GENMERALS LAM AnD DU HAD BEEN REPLACEDs. HE ALSO DREW
ATTENTION TO THE RECENT REMOVAL OF THE VINH [ONG PROVINCE
CHIEF ON CHARGES OF CORSUPTION.

6+ THE VICE PRES[DENT APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH, BUT

IT SEEME TO ME UNLIKELY THAT HE MWILL BE ABLE TO D0 MUCH MORE
IN THIS FIELD THaN HE HaS I8 THE PASTs, GIVEN HIS LACK OF STAFF
AND FLUNDS UNLESS THESE cOMNOITIONS ARE REMEDIEns THIS CaN

ONLY CoME sBoUT THEOUSH YIGOROUS BACKING AND SUPPORT FROM
PRESIDENT THIEU.

7e 1 _HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO AaRING UP THE MATTER WITH THIEU
ONCE AGAIN [N MEETING WITH 1M TODAY AND YO [HMPRESS HIM

WITH NEED-TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE SUPPORT TO THE wICE-PRESIDENT.
| SAID THAT 1T wWaS OBVIOUS THAT DEFEAT OF THE ENEMY HAD ToP
PRIORITY AND THAT IT WAS IMPERATIVE FOR HIM TO MAXKE USE OF
COMPETENT anNp COURAGEDUS OFFICERS EVEN THOUGH SOME OF THEM
MIGHT RE KNOWN T Bf CORRUPT = FOR EXAMPLE Tug APPOINTHENT
OF GENERAL TOAN 45 COMMANDES IN II CORPS AND COLONEL THO.
PROVEINCE CHIEF OF BINM DINH, IN REPLACEMENT nF COLONEL

CHUC, wHO Man BEEN RESPECTEn 8Y THE SOLDIERS AND ADMIRED

BY THE HOMNEST CITIZENS OF TWE PROVINCE. THERE WAS NO
QUESTION THAT GENERAL TOAM anD COLOMEL THO WERE ABLE.
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AGGRESSIVE, aND cFFECTIVE COMMANDERS AND THEIR ABILITIES

HAD TO BE USEDe WOWEVER, WHEN THE MILITARY SITUATION PER.

MITTED ITy OFFICFRS KNOWN FN2 CORRUPTIOM SHOULD BE RELIEVED.

IT e EVIDENT THaT THOSF COMMANDESS WHO ARE wOT OMLY COMs

PETExuT AND EFFECTIVE, BUT ALSO XNDWw FOR THEIR INTEGRITY AND
HONESTY COMMAND THE GREATEST LOYALTY AND RESPECT ON THE

PART OF THEI®w FagCES AnP MESCE ARE THE HQST EFFECTIVE - MEN

LIKE GEMERAL TRUONG =« AND TWERE ARE MaMNY SUCY IMN THE VIET.
HAHESES ARMEp FNSCES, BUT [T IS MOT ONLY IN THE MILITARY, BUT
ELSEWHERE THaT TWE PROBLEM NF CORRUPTION NEERS TO BE ATTACKED

IN AM ENERGETIC aAND FORTHRIAWT MAMNER. WITH a4 POLITICAL
CONTEST IN THE OFFING, [T 18 IMPEFATIVE THAT THIS SHOULD RE DONE
WITHOUT DELAYYy I

B+ THIEU AGREED THAT THE PRNOALEM WAS TMPORTAMT AND THAT

HE INTENDED TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ACTIONS
ONCE THE MILITARY SITUATION wAS IN HAND, THE PROBLEM OF COR-
RUPTI1ON WOULD BE TACKLEN MOSE BROADLYs
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