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1• IN THE COURSE OF A CALL ON VICE PRESIDENT HUONG WITH WHITE· 
HOUSE YESTERDAY} I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS HIS ANTI-

. -
CORRUPTION EFFORTS AT CONSIDERABLE LENGTH• 

2• THE VICE pR SIDENT STAJED THAT HE CONTINUED TO BELIEVE THAT 
THE PROBLEM OF C RR N AS THE MAJOR FLAW IN SOUTH VIET·NAM 
TODAY• IN THE COURSE OF A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH - PRESIDENT 
THIEUJ THE VICE PRESIDENT SAID THAT HE HAD POINTED OUT THAT THE 
REASON "CHINA HAD FALLEN to THE COMMUNISTS WAS THE RAMPANT 

CORRUPTION WHICH CHARACTERIZED THE CHIANG KAI-SHEK REGIME. 
HE BELIEVES THAT UNLESS DRAMATIC AND URGENT MEASURES ARE PUT 
INTO EFFECT IN SOUTH VIE!•NAMI I! MIG~T WELL S~FFER THE SAME FATE• 

3• THE VICE PRESIDENT WAS O~VIOUSLY PLEASED WITH THE INVEST!• 
GATICN WHICH HAS BEEN CONDUCTED ON THE SMASF (SERVICEMEN'S 
MUTUAL AID AND SAVINGS ~UNO! SCANDAL• IN REPLY TO A 
QUESTION WITH REGARD TO !HE ACTIONS WHICH WOULD BE TAKEN 
AGAINST THE GUILTY OFFicERS, THE VICE PRESIDENT STATED THAT 
HE WAS SUBMITTING A 50-PAGE ANALYSIS TO PRESIDENT THIEU 
IN TH~ NEXT ~EW DAYS WHICH RECOMMENDEfi THE LEGAL A~D 
DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS WHI~H ~HOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST THE PERSONS 
INVOLVED IN THE SMASF SCANDAL• 

4• THE VICE PRESIDENT REPEATEDLY STRESSED THE DIFFICULTY OF 
THE TASK WITH WHICH HE HAS PEEN CHARGED, ALTHOUG~ HE GETS 
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SOME FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM PRESIDENT THIEU'S SECRET FUNDS, 
HE IS GREATLY HA NDICAPPED BY LACK OF STAFF AND LACK OF FUNDS• 
HE POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS HARD TO FIND INCORRUPTIBLE AND BOLD 
OFFICERS TO WORK IN THIS FIELD AND THAT THE CORRUPTIBILITY OF 
MAGISTRATES MADE IT VERY DIFFICULT TO GET CONVICTIONS• 

5• I DPEW THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT 
AMERICAN SUPPORT OF T~E "CORRUPT-THTEU REGIMF'' WOULD BE A 
CAMPAIGN ISSUE AND THAT IT WOULD BE IN THE I NTERESt OF THE GVN 
TO TAKE VIGOROUS MEASURES AGAINST CORRUPTION PROMPTLY• I 
ALSO ExPRESSED THE OPINION THAT AS THE INTENSITY OF THE ENEMY 
OFFENSIVE DIMINISHED !T WOULD BE DESIRABLE FOR THE GVN TO KICK 
OFF AN AGGRESSIVE CAMPAIGN IN T~IS FIELD• THE VICE PRESIDENT 
AGREED THAT AN INTENSIVE CA MPAIGN WAS DESIRARLE BUT POINTED OUT 
THAT AT THE PRESENT TIME PR ESIDENT THIEU HAD TO MAKE USE -
OF COMPETtNT AND BRAVE OFFICERS EVEN IF THEY WERE NOT 
ENTIRELY CLrAN• wHEN THE M!LITAR~ SITUATION PFRMITTED IT, 
sucH OFFICERs SHoULD RE ~ELIEVED• IN !HIS CONTEXT THE vicE 
pRESyDENT STATED !HAT IT WAS IN PART THANKS TO HIS EFFORTS 
THAT GENERALS LA M AND DZU HA D BEEN REPLACED• HE ALSO DREW 
ATTENTTON TO THE RECENT REMOVAL OF THE VINH LONG PROVINCE 
CHIE~ ON CHARGES OF CORRUPTION• -

6• THE VICE PRESIDENT AP~EARED TO BE IN ~OOD HEALTH, BUT 
IT SEEMS TO ME UNLIKELY THAT HE WILL BE ABLE TO DO MUCH MORE 
IN THIS FIELD THAN HE HAS I N THE PAST, GIVEN HIS LACK OF STAFF 
AND FUNDS UNLESS THESE cONDITIONS ARE REMEDIED• THIS CAN 
ONLY CoME ABOWT THROUGH VIGOROUS BACKING AND SUPPORT FROM 
PRESIDENT __ THIEU~ .. 

, 
7• HAD AN OPPORTU NITY TO ~R ING UP THE MATTER WITH THIEU 
ONCE AGAIN IN MEETING WtTH ~IM TODAY AND TO IMPRESS HIM 
WITH NEED TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE SUPPORT TO THE VICE PRESIDENT. 
I SAID THAT IT WAS OBVI OUS THAT DEFEAT OF THE ENEMY HAD TOP 
PRIO RITY AND THAT IT WAS - IMPERATIVE FOR HIM TO MAKE USE OF 
COMP ETENT ANO COURAGEOUS OFFICERS EVEN THO ~GH SOME OF THEM 
MIGHT RE KNOWN TO BE CoRRUPT • FOR EXA~PLE THE APPOINT11ENT 
0£ G NERAL TOAN AS COMM ANDER IN II CORPS AND COLONEL THO, 
PROVTNCE CHIEF OF BINH oiNH, IN REPLACEMENT OF COLO~Et 

CHUC, wHO HAD BEE N RESPECTE D BY ~HE SOLDIERS AND ADMIRED 
BY T~E HONE ST CITIZENS OF TH£ PROVINCE• THERE WAS NO 
QUESTION THAT GENERAL TOAN AND COLO NEL THO WERE ABLE1 

• 
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AGGRESSI~Ef ANQ ~f~ECTIV~ COMMANDERS AND THEiR ABI~ITIES 
HAD TO . 8~ ~~F:C! t.~OWEVER, WHEN .THE MILITARY SITUATION PER· 
MITTED IT 1 0FflC~RS KNOWN FO~ CO~RUPTION SHOULD BE RELIEVED. 
IT IS EVJO£~T T~AT THOSE COMMANDERS WHO ARE NOT ONLY COM• 
PETENT A~D ~FFE~TlVE1 BUT ALSO KNOWN FOR THEIR INTEGRITY AND 
HONESTY CP~MANO THE GREATEST LOYALTY AND RESPECT ON THE 
PART OF TH~I~ · fORCES AND HENCE ARE THE MOST EFFECTIVE • MEN 
LIKE GEN~R~L TRUONG w AND THERE ARE MANY SUCH IN THE VIET. 
NAMESES ARMfO fO~CES, BUT IT IS NOT ONLY IN T~E MILITARY, BUT 
ELSEwHERE THAT THE PROBLEM OF CORRUPTION NEEDS TO BE ATTACKED ·1 
IN A~ ~N~R~ETJ~ AND FORTHRIGHT MA~NER• WIT . POLITICAL 

ONTEST N THE OFriNG, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THIS SHO LD BE DONE 
WITHOUT Q~~·~' - -

- 8• THIE4 AqR~E~ ~HAT THE PRORLEM WAS IMPORTANT AND THAT 
HE INTENPEq ' TQ CONTINUE TO SUPPO~T THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ACTIONS• 
ONCE THE Mt~lT.RY $ITUATl0N WAS IN HAND, THE PROBLEM OF COR
RUPTION ~OV~~ ~E ~ACK~ED MORE BROADLY• 
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