
MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~/NODIS/XGDS 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION ~DA'" 91s10' 

PAR TICIPANTS: Pre sident Ford 
Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State 
Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 

DAT E AND TIME: Monday, April 12, 1976 
9:20 - 10:30 a. m. 

PLACE: The Oval Office 

President: That Safire article [attached.] is the damedest thing I ever saw. 

Kissinger: I want you to know I have no separate files of which there 
are no copies. 

[Described what kinds of papers he had.] 

Nessen should say the White House has and always has had all memcons 
and other official records in which I participated as Assistant to the 
President. 

President: Why is Safire so vicious? 

Kissinger: He thinks I was responsible for tapping him. [Described 
the NSC tapping process.] I didn't even know he was being tapped, as 
is the case with several others. 

President: I thought it was a lousy article. He was stretching for 
something to say. 

Well, how are things in Lebanon? 
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Kissinger: Quite well. We may walk through that mine field okay. 

President: The leftists are really getting after the Syrians, arent 
they? 

Kissinger: Yes. The Syrian force is there to keep the pressure on 
the negotiating process. The Israelis have been very relaxed. 
Dinitz said yesterday that the Syrian force was reaching the limits 
of what was acceptable, but nothing more. 

Our information is that the Soviets are urging restraint. We sent them 
a tough note. Egypt is urging re straint on Jurnblatt. 

The next danger is that the new President [of Lebanon] may ask for 
Syrian troops. 

President: Because he won't have any forces to keep order? 

Kissinger: Yes. 

President: Aren't there any alternatives to the Syrians? 

Kissinger: [Described the problems with all the other forces.] 

President: Can't the Saiqa and PLA do it? 

Kissinger: Maybe. That depends. But this could be a crisis point. 

President: I didn't see Schlesinger on TV yesterday. The headline 
was about our dealings on military aid with the Chinese. 

Kissinger: We are having no discussion of any kind with the Chinese 
about military assistance. 

I told Schlesinger he should put his mind to what we could do if the 
Soviets jumped the Chinese. There was also some talk of a hot line 
and early warning system. This happened in '73. We talked about 
selling them an early warning system or we would do it and give 
them a readout. I talked to Schlesinger at the Gridiron. He said we 
hadn't put enough into Angola -- it was our fault. 
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Pre sident: Listen, if we hadn It done what we did in Angola, every­
one would now be scream.ing that we let the Soviets take it because 
of detente. 

Kissinger: I am going to Africa. I plan to take a strong stand for 
the blacks with respect to South Africa. 

President: That is okay with me. 

Kissinger: You will get some flak from the South on it. I will 

support repeat of the Byrd Amendment. 


President: That is our position -- but it should be on its merits, 

not as an amendment on another bill. 


Scowcroft: We got it removed from the Defense Program Authorization 

Bill. 


Kis singer: I met with a panel of Wall Street Journal editors. I said 

Zumwalt never protested SALT. They said Schlesinger told them there 

were twelve protests from the JCS but he was asked from the White 

House not to forward them. I said that was a lie. [Described the III-X 

silo issue. ] 


Bitsios is coming this week. We plan to have an exchange of letters 

in which they ask about the Aegean and Cyprus and I answer. They are also 

asking for aid and they want the same amount as Turkey. That is impossible. 

This will cause us some problems with the Turks but it is manageable. 

[Discusses some details of the exchange of letters] 


President: What about Clerides l resignation? 

Kissinger: Those negotiations will be hard to get off the ground, 
because of the domestic situation of all the parties. 

Pre sident: I saw a TV broadcast about Greek refugee s. It was calculated 
to stimulate the Greeks. 

Kissinger: Congress will like the Greek deal. 

President: [Describes the AHEPA dinner -- moderate reception.] 
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Kissinger: I am meeting with Romulo. We are setting high standards 
for base negotiations. We offered them $25 million a year, but they 
now will want much more. 

You have the 200-mile sea bill before you. 


Pre sident: You gave a speech on Law of the Sea last week. 


Kissinger: It was well received. If we make it, this will be an 

historic achievement. The last one lasted 300 year s. 


President: How about the problems in the delegation? 


Kissinger: We have a unified position. Learson is another Moynihan. 

Simon has been great to work with. [Discussion of the 200-mile bill. ] 


Scowcroft: McCloskey called me. He wants you to veto with a promise 

that you will welcome resubmission if adequate progress is not made 

during this negotiating session. 


President: I will look at it carefully. 


Scowcroft: [Discussed nature of his commitment to sign. ] 


Kissinger: I think you have to get Fred Dent under control. He is 

letting Congressional staff in all his meetings and has sent a letter 
to Long. [He reads the letter]. I think he has to walk the cat back. 
Fred behaves as if his loyalty is to the Finance Committee. If the 
Finance Committee gets away with it, all the other committees will 
want the same. This undermines the separation of powers. 

Pre sident: Have you talked to Dent? 


Kissinger: No. I will talk to him and if we can't solve it, we will 

come to you. 


Pre sident: You talk to him. 


Kissinger: Next is Elliott Richardson. He wants to go to China. 


President: I thought I told him no. 


Scowcroft: Not really. He wants to talk to you this week. 
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Kissinger: Richardson wants to negotiate textiles and claims and he 
wants to take Zarb with him on oil. 

President: I will take care of Richardson. 


Kissinger: Rogers. If he is a massive problem, we should drop it, 

but the delay wonlt make it easier. 


[Some discussion.] 

President: Will the Democrats and at least some Republicans support 
him? 

Kissinger: All the Democrats will, and I think Case, Scott and Griffin 
at least. 


President: Why don't you find that out? How about Goldwater? 


Kis singer: I am going to Arizona with Goldwater on Friday. I 

will talk to Scott and Griffin firsto 

On my Arizona speech, I won't break any new ground. I will talk 
about optimism and pessimism in foreign policy -- saying it isn't 
optimism to keep the truth from the people g 

[Discussion of Woodward and Bernstein book on Nixon Q ] 
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