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With Memorial Day coming in the middle of last week, activity in the House of
Representatives was at a slow pace.

Meeting for 19 minutes on Monday the House adjourned

until Thursday when it discussed some amendments to the National School Lunch Act.

There

after it adjourned to Monday of this week when bills on the consent calendar were acted
upon.

Also scheduled for consideration this week is further action on the School Lunch

bill, extension of the current corporate tax rate, legislation making it a crime to
obstruct an investigation by a federal agency, and a bill relative to armed forces pro
curement.
THE KERR-MItts ACT:

With all the current emphasis on the King-Anderson proposals,

present benefits from the Kerr-Mills bill enacted into law in 1960 upon the recommendation
of President Eisenhower may be overlooked.
hospital

~

This Act provides assistance in meeting

medical bills for needy persons over 65 whether they are covered by social

security or not.

It helps others than those eligible for old age assistance (most of

whose hospital and medical bills are met by OAA) but whose income and net worth are
limited.

It is working effectively in Kent and Ottawa Counties.

During 1961 a total of 1,367 persons in the Fifth District received assistance
under the Kerr-Mills Act to the extent of $1,033,613.

To be eligible for this help in

Michigan a person must be at least 65 and not receiving old age assistance, have an
annual income not in excess of $1,500 (or $2,500 if married), and have property worth not
more than $1,500 ($2,000 if married) but this property does NOT include the homestead,
clothing and household effects, cash value of life insurance, or the first $1,000 market
value of tangible personal property used in earning income.
The Kerr-Mills Act is administered by the State Department of Social Welfare
through the Kent County Department of Social Welfare (1260 Butterworth, S. W.) and the
Ottawa County Bureau of Social Aid (Holland).

Sixty applications were approved in

Ottawa County in 1961 with benefits totaling $22,720.74.

During the first five months

of 1962 there have been 45 applications in Ottawa County and 34 were approved.

Benefits

received in Ottawa County under the Kerr-Mills Act are now running between $5,000 and
$6,000 a month.
In Kent County last year 1,157 persons were assisted by Kerr-Mills at a cost of
$549,123.46.

In addition an average of 150 individuals per month obtained "long-term

medical carel! at Maple Grove Facility which was reimbursed by Kerr-Mills funds to the

ext ent of $461,768.80.

This means that a total of $1,010,892.26 was distributed in Kent

County in 1961 under the Kerr-Mills Act .
During the first four months of this year 374 individuals in Kent County were
assisted at a cost of $192, 534.14 while just over 200 persons at Maple Grove benefited
to the extent of $203,504.50 from the Kerr-Mills Program.
$ l~

TRILLION IN U. S. DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS:

On Memorial Day Senator Harry Byrd,

Democratic Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee issued a statement explaining that the
U. S. Government in the fiscal year beginning July 1 will have authority to spend funds
and a n outstanding federal debt and other commitments of at least $1,242 billion.

This

int-fudes a debt subject to limitation of $296 billion, current authority to obligate $188
bill i on, promi se s to pay under certain circumstances such as federal insurances and
guaranteed loans of $338 billion, and moral commitments such as to the social security
trust fund, retirement systems, and highway trust fund of $420 billion.
Senator Byrd agreed that some of the obligations are "remote," and that others will
be come actual obligations only under unfavorable circumstances but the figures do show
"t he Government's ob ligations and commitments as they exist."
emphasized the

$l~

However, the Senator also

trillion figure "is far from complete; it does not include untold

billions in clear and certain commitments for future spending which cannot be calculated."
FEDERAL PRISONERS:

The latest annual Report of the U. S. Board of Parole which I

received last week indicates that the number of prisoners housed in 32 federal correctional
institut ions has risen about 1,000 in each of the past four years.
pop ul ation during fiscal 1961 was 24,240 .

The average prisoner

This figure does not include the more than

3,000 federal prisoners serving short sentences in state and local institutions.

The adult

fe de r a l prisoner population continues to be characterized by a large number who have
commit ted s uch crimes as bank robbery, auto theft, and assault.

If the total number of

federal prisoners seems small in comparison to the population of our state penitentiaries
we must remember that only violations of federal law are punished in federal courts and
that most criminal acts are covered by state law.
During 1961 the Parole Board conducted 14,001 hearings and granted parole in 34.4
percent of the adult cases .
11 of the Report:

Of particular interest is the following statement from page

"It is quite evident that practically all prisoners are eventually

returned to the community either with or without supervision.

The misconception of much

of the genera l public to the effect that notorious criminals are 'put away for keeps' ob
viously is a fallacy.

It is to be emphasized that practically all violators return to the

neighborqRP1s, throughout the nation either with or

~'o1ithout

supervision, depending on the

law and the length of sentence imposed."
Dur ing 1961 a total of 8,105 prisoners were r eleased from federal institutions
(6,072 parole4:;

2,(r~~ ' P!8ndatory

1 ,241 parol.ev;i. olation warrants.
,

releas e is a cruci a l.

..period with

;,'
issue d duri n g ' tha~ p er iod.
. -;

.,

releases) while during thes"'tme: y;ear ,the Board issued
The records show that the fir st six months follOWing
appr ox imately 50 percent of all parole violation warrants
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The House of Representatives passed the amendments to the National School Lunch Act
mentioned last week but only after two days of debate and two roll call votes.
for the bill (H. R. 11665) on final passage when it was approved 370 to 11.

I voted

The amend

ments changed the formula for apportionment of federal funds for the school lunch program
among the states and authorized a special fund for areas with particular economic and
financial needs.

Under present law, funds are apportioned on the basis of total school-

age population.

H. R. 11665 changes this to base the distribution of federal funds on the

number of school lunches served during the previous year and on the "assistance need rate
for the state. II
The maj or dispute arose over who is to determine the "needy areas" which would
receive greater federal assistance.
Secretary of Agriculture.

The bill as passed leaves this decision with the

Many of us felt that this determination could better and more

properly be made by the State educational agency (in Michigan: State Department of Public
Instruction) according to certain guidelines laid down by the Congress.

However, a motion

was defeated 160 to 220 which would have permitted the States rather than the Secretary
of Agriculture to designate the "needy areas" eligible for additional assistance.

I voted

to leave this matter to State officials.
CORPORATE AND EXCISE TAXES EXTENDED:

The House voted last Wednesday to extend for

another year the present corporate and excises taxes with the exception of the transpor
tation tax on persons.

The present 10 percent tax on tickets for travel on railroads,

buses, or waterways will be continued only until Dec. 31, 1962 when the tax will expire.
The 10 percent tax on airline tickets, however, will remain until Dec. 31 when it will be
reduced to 5 percent for the following six months.
If this legislation (H.R. 11879) does not become law there will be a loss in re
venue to the Federal Treasury of from $2.7 to $2.9 billion in fiscal 1963 and from $4.0
to $4.3 billion the following year.

If the bill is

~

passed the 52 percent corporate

income tax goes to 47 percent; the tax on distilled spirits would be reduced from $10.50
to $9 per proof gallon, the beer tax from $9 to $8 a barrel, wines taxes by 11 percent,
cigarettes from 8¢ to 7¢ a pack, passenger cars from 10 to 7 percent, and telephone service
from 10 percent to no tax.
While all of us would welcome a reduction in federal taxes, the anticipated deficit
for next year of at least $4 billion makes any suggestion of a substantial tax reduction
unrealistic and irresponsible unless there is a corresponding reduction in federal ex
".- j

\,,-..-/~/

penditures.

It should be elementary that under current conditions federal expenditures

must be curtailed and this can be done by eliminating and cutting back low-priority non
defense programs and projects.

The bill extending the taxes for a year was approved by

a voice vote.
EISENHOWER AND THE KENNEDY BUDGETS:

Appropriations in President Kennedy's 1963

budget exceed by $18.4 billion those of Mr. Eisenhower's 1962 budget according to a recent
computation by a House Committee.

Four days before he left office President Eisenhower

recommended appropriations in fiscal 1962 of $80.8 billion.
'--;';

A year later President

Kennedy suggested a 1963 budget with spending at $99.3 billion.

Both of these amounts

include costs for new legislation contemplated by each budget.
There is an $8.3 billion increase in the Kennedy Budget for military functions in
",1::';/::\,_

the Department of Defense but this is less than a 20 percent increase and leaves $10
billion to be otherwise accounted for.

The Department of Health, Education,and Welfare

accounts for $2.2 billion of the increase with expenditures 55 percent greater than pro
posed by Ike.

NASA is up $2.6 billion for an increase of 240 percent.

requires ~OO million more to pay the interest on the pUblic .debt(up
Secretary Freeman's Department of Agriculture will

',[

~ost

,"

The Kennedy Budget
",-' t.

,

9p~rcent).

$917 mUJiotl'morein fiscal

'-

1963 than Mr. Eisenhower proposed for 1962 or an increaseo,f: }6 percent,.:. WhlleMt,. Kennedy
. ; ',L!



proposes to cut our military assistance under Mutual Secu.rity from $1.8 billion to"$1.5
billion, he suggests spending $1.1' billion more on economic foreign aid or a 54 percent
increase.
All of these expenditures are from current or future tax revenues.

With economic

conditions as they are and with federal deficits of $4 to $7 billion assured for this year
and next, it should be abundantly clear that federal expenditures must be curtailed.

We

cannot go on spending more and more tax money or borrowed funds.
TO RAISE THE DEBT LIMIT:
to temporarily raise the limit on

~he

Scheduled for consideration this week is legislation
national debt to $308 billion for nine months be

girtning July 1st, to $305 billion from April 1 to June 24, 1963, and then back to $300
billion on June 25, 1963.
While I supported the bill passed by the House on February 20th to raise the debt
limit to ,$300 billion, I stated in my newsletter of February 28th. that we in the Congress
have a "responsibility to encourage the President to make a bona fide effort to curtail
and. restrict non-defense expenditures." One means of doing this is to restrict the size
oftl\~

public debt.

I do not intend to support a $308 limitatic;m. but may vote for a lower

figure if the House is given that opportunity.
"AFTER A HUNDRED YEARS:" The 1962 Yearbook of Agriculture is a story on the deve10p
,..

.;

.'.'

ment of agriculture during the past century.

Its title is derived from the fact that the

U. S. Department of Agriculture was established a hundred years ago.

I have a limited

supply of the 1962 yearbook available upon request to my office at 351 House Office
Building, Washington, D. C.
: :

\.
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the House of Repre s en t ati ve s deci ded t o pos t pon e un t il Tues
day of t his

~ve ek

action on t he omnibus far m bi ll (H. R . 1l222 ) ori g inally scheduled f or con
I t became ob vi ous a ~...eek ago t

sideration l ast week.
votes to pas s t he bil l ,

Mor e tim_ was neede d t

a t~ he

Adminis tr a t i on did no t h ave the

line up supp or t a mong Democrats fo r thi s

drastic regimenta t ion on the f arm .r s of America.

I know o f n o Re public an member of the

Rous e who i nt2nds to vote f or this le gisla ti ve mons t ros ity .
The b ill s qu e eze d ou t o f t he Commit te e on Agr i c u l tur e by a vote of 18 t o 17 with one
proponent publ i c l y " tating he ,,,Qu l d op po s e the b H l Gn t he fl or of the Rouse .
espe cially sigcif i can t when

,OJe

This is

no t e that the Democrat s con t r ol the Couunitte e 21 to 14.

Whil e th ' s b il l i s no t iden t ica l to Secretar y Freem an's proposal s pre s en t ed e arlier
this

y~ar

a s H.R . I OOIO which I d iscu s se d in my n ews l e tter of t-Iarch 7 . it is the Adm in istra

tion' s p l an f r e xpanding the power of the Fe dera l bureauc racy over Amer i can agriculture
and f urther oe stroy ing the r ights of f armers t o use an d en j oy their f arms.

It is n ot a bill

which I can s upport .
I n this l imi t ed spac e it i s imposs i b l e to lis t all the s pecific wea knesses and inj us
t ices o f this bi ll.

I do Hau t to men t "on some objection s which are o f special i nt e res t t o

Mich":f.gan . an'd t o sma 1 It:n: , f amily - type f armers everywh r e ~

1.

The

~"heat

grown in Mi chigan do e s not c n trib u t e to the '.-Theat s urplus, y e t the b i ll

applies stric t contr o l s a nd fur t her cut s in

c rea ge to Mic h igan wheat.

s o ft white and soft red winter whe a t wh i ch is n e t in s ur p lus .

Michi gan pro duces

But t h e same restric t ions are

proposed f r Michigan produc ers of this lilhe at as for those' who grow hard re d winte r whea t
whic h whi l e acco untin g for 52 percen t of the to ea l whea t grown in the U.S . in the pa st decade
made up over 93 pe r cent of the total whe a t accumu l ate d by t h e Government as s ur plu s.
2.

Mich i gan is a s t ate of small whe at farm s.

producing farms grew 15 a r.re s or l e s s.
' th mor e than 100 acres o f wheat .

" ~n

1960 over 84· perc en t of our wheat -

I n that year there were only 64 f arms in Michigan

In the wor ds of the minority repor t , "this bill is

probab l y t he mos t harsh a n d vind ic tive me a sure ever a ime d at the small whe a t farme r.
i s fl a gr an tly di s crimina te d ag a J.ns t in v ting and i n markeein g. Ii

He

In order t o vo te in the

wheat re erendum the. wheat gr ower wi t h 15 acres or le ss mus t agr ee in wr iting to comp l y
! .

with the farm acr e age all o bment.
,

,

j ec t to sever e penalties

If he doesn ' t

~rom is e

and does n't vo te , he i s sti l l sub

f or overpl a nting h is a signed ac reage .

Furth ermore , any prod uc er

who decides to c ome under t he. " sma 1 f arm exemptton It provi ded i n the bill loses h is right to
se l l wheat f or f o od or f or export ,

This is " perhap s the most unfair pr ovi s i on of all "

accor ding to mino,:" j. ty membe!:"s o f t h e Cumm i t te e.

3.

The Minority Report also shows that these small wheat growers will suffer a loss

in income of $107 million a year i f the bill passes.
allotment of 15 acres or lesB may plant the lower of
age in 1959, 1960 or 1961.

Under present law a grower with an
l3~

acres or the highest planted acre

He may sell his wheat in the open market for a price fairly

close to the price support -- for 1962 about $2 a bushel.
Under See. Freeman's bill the
age will be the 1957 -61 ayerage.

l3~

acre exemption will end and the small farm base acre

Any farmer who plants above his allotment will not be eli

gible for price supports and will not get a certi.ficate to sell wheat for food or export.
These small producers wou::.d get aDou;': $1 <L:O per bushel, or 60¢ less than in 1962. This will
mean a loss of nearly $11 million hi Michigan where about 60 percent of the farms used the
exemption provision in 1960.

It is truly regrettable that the New Frontiersmen can only

suggest further bureaucratic control with accompanying penalties as the way out for small
producers.
4.

The bill reimposes acreage allotments .and marketing quotas on corn, oats, rye, barley,

and grain sorghum even though they have been proved unworkable in the past and about 80 per
c~nt

of these grains are feed to animals on the farm where produced.

Moreover, severe civil

penalties (fines) would be imposed for violations of the quota limitation ordered for each farm.
5. The referendum open to all larger producers and certain small farmers gives them the
the choice of accepting price supports and production controls
threat of having the

eq~ivaient

£~

nothing at all except the

of 1/3 billion bushels of feed grains dumped on the market.

This makes a mo,ckery of the r.eferendum process,

Under the Kennedy-Freeman farm bill the

farmer's choice in the voting beoth is between pressure bureaucratic regimentation or finari
.cial r.uin ~
6.

One can hcme3tly ask - Is this a free choice in our funerican system?

As in the case of wheat., thouGands of small farmers will not be eligible to vote in

the feed grains referendum

'.JL11ess

they promise to comply with the acreage allotment, but in

any event they are subject to penalties (fines) for overplanting their aSSigned acreage.
This brief description gives some indication of the degree of regimentation suffered by
U.S. farmers and the power of bureaucratic authority over the lives of small producers.
new bill will

co~pound

PUBLIC DEBT LIMIT:

The

the evils.
The House has voted to set the debt limit at. $308 billion.

This

$8 billion increase over the present limitation was demanded by the Kennedy Administrat,ion.
I voted against the $8 billion increase but supported a proposal to put the limit at $306
billion.

I recognize the Eecessity of granting the Treasury Department certain leeway in

managing the public debt and th:s means a degree of flexibility within a debt ceiling.

But

if the debt limitation is to have any meaning at all, it must be recognized as a signal or
warning to the tax-spenders that the tax-payers are calling for a halt to deficit financing.
The President and the Executive Branch of government must take the lead in fiscal responsi
bility but the. Congress v71uch approves spending Hchemes and appropriates funds must share
in this responsibility.

Una ~~V;n~ev'~
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JERRY FORD
June 27, 1962
people won a major victory in the House of Representatives last Thursday
when 48 Democrats joined 167 Republicans to kill the Kennedy-Freeman farm bill by a vote of
215 to 205.

My primary objections to this legislative monstrosity were outlined in last

weel's REVIEW.

With two major defeats in two years, it is our hope that the Kennedy Ad

ministration will now revise its basic thinking on agriculture and come up with an

equitabl~

constructive, and workable farm bill.
The bill before the House last week was defeated for three reasons.
its lack of merit.

First, because of

Farmers, consumers, and taxpayers realized that bureaucratic regimenta

tion of agriculture, federal subsidies, and overflowing storehouses were not the answers to
the tlfarm problem."

second, the bill would have expanded the area of scandal.

Senator

Clinton Anderson, Democrat of New Mexico, who served as secretary of Agriculture under
President Truman from 1945 to 1948, voted against the bill in the Senate and told his con
stituents, "Bad farm legislation produces scandals of the Billie Sol Estes type.

If it were

not for cotton allotments which are tied to old histories, and for the enormous profits in
storing Government grain which has piled up fantastic levels and costs us $1,400,00 a day
just to store, we wouldn't have such scandals •••• ! have had enough of

!!,

and I think most

Americans feel the same way."
The third reason for defeat involved the resentment felt by many Democrats in the House
toward the terrific pressure exerted on them by Administration spokesmen.

When a Post

Office official talks to a Representative not about eight new post offices in his District
but only about the farm bill, the conscientious Representative is resentful.

Such examples

of "arm twisting" were all too prevalent during the past week.
SUGAR BILL PASSES:

In order to insure an adequate supply of sugar for U. S. consumers

at a reasonable price and to promote and protect the domestic sugar industry, the importa
tion of sugar is the subject of special legislation.

In this legislation the total U.S.

sugar r'requirement" of 9.7 million tons is allocated among mainland producers (beet and cane}
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, and foreign producers.

Since Castro's take-over of

Cuba, it has been necessary to distribute Cuba's quota of 1.5 million tons to other pro
ducers.

This fact multiplied the problems in the current legislation which had to be en

acted promptly because the present law expires this Saturday.
The bill as passed by the House extends the Sugar Act to December 31, 1966 and assigns
almost 60 percent of our sugar needs to domestic producers.

The total domestic quotas

~~e
\

.Ii)
\C', \

increased by about 625,000 tons or 12 percent.
A major issue which brought about a roll-call vote involved a provision put

\:->:"

into~

~ i ll

by t he Comnlittee on Agriculture to refund $22.7 million to three sugar companies which

were authorized to import additional s ugar to the U. S. f r om the
due to the cut- back of Cuba's allotment.

Dom in~n

Republic in 1960-61

Because the U.S. di d not want Dictator Trujillo's

govarnment to realize additional pro f i t from the difference between world market prices and
the higher prices paid on the American marke t for sugar, an import fee of
placed on sugar imported from the Dominican Republic.

2~¢

a pound was

Three foreign companies which paid

the fee ($22.7 'milU:.o'ri) are suing our Government for a refund in the U.S. Court of Claims.
I supportedamot"i ort ' t(j'etimfrU t~ the provision from the bill because the matter is
presently before the Court of Claims for determination.
has a valid defense and
with a windfall.

may~vin

the case.

The Department of Justice states it

The Congress should not provide these companies

Nor should Congress deprive the taxpayers of an opportunity to win a case

which the Justice Department feels can be \.]on, thus saving millions of dollars.

But the

motion t o delete this provision lost 174 to 222.
Michigan

R~publicans

$22.7 million refund.

(Rep. Hoffman and Bennett 'ilere absent) voted to strike out the

All Michigan Democrats except Rep. Diggs voted to pay $22.7 million

to the three sugar companies.
COUNTERFEIT RECORDS:

Passed unanimously last Monday under Consent calendar proceedings

\vas H.R. 11793, a bill making it a federal offense to ship counterfeit phonograph records
~rom one

state to another.

The Committee on the Judiciary reported that over $20 mil l ion

Horth of counterfeit records were sold in 1960.

The counterfeiter obtains a legitimate

phon o gr aph record of a popular song or arrangement manufactured by a reputable concern.

He

makes copies of the recording and the label and sells these counterfeits as the genuine
p~oduct

of the manufacturer whose label he has appropriated.

This means that the consumer

may purchase a mechanically imperfect product even though he selects a well-knoWfl and re
putable brand name.
The House has endorsed the judgment of its Committee on the Judiciary that present
state laws against this reprehensible practice are not adequate.

If H.R. 11793 becomes

law, the power of the Federal Government may be used against those who knowingly and with
fraudu lent intent transport or sell counterfeit records in interstate commerce.
NO TIN IN PENNIES:

If legislation recommended by the House Committee on Banking and

currency becomes law the last traces of tin will disappear from our one-cent pieces. Present
1a;:,] specifies that our "pennies ll be 95 percent copper and 5 percent tin and zinc. Originally
these coins contained 4 percent tin and 1 percent zinc.
used; t o keep

~vithin

Of late less and less tin has been

the law, current one-cent pieces contain one-tenth of 1 percent tin.

During 1961 the U.S. Mint produced about 2.5 billion one-cent pieces using about
17,200 pounds of tin.

Tin presently costs $1.16 a pound whereas zinc costs about l2¢.

The

elimination of tin from our "pennyli would therefore save about $18,000 annually in the
manufacture of the one-cent piece.

The requirement that tin be included in the alloy for ,

the "penny'; was based primarily upon the tradition that minor coins should be of bronze and
that bronze consisted of copper and tin only.
bronze contain no tin.

However today, many alloys deSignated as

Una ~Iuf!JVm~w~
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The controversial "Trade Expansion Act of 1962" was approved by the House of Repre
sentatives last Thursday by a vote of 299 to 125.

While I supported the bill on final

passage, I also voted to recommit the bill to Committee and extend the present law for
another year.

This motion was defeated 171 to 253.

Under the closed or "gag" rule pro

ceedings this was the on1y·practica1 way I could express my strong dissatisfaction with
certain provisions of the bill and at the same time endorse the principles of, and the
overall policy relating to, our reciprocal trade program.

Had the recommita1 motion pre

vai1ed, we would. have had the opportunity before final enactment to remedy some of the
weaknesses in the b111.

But when this failed, and the issue was between the trade bill

at hand or none at all, I supported the bill in principle if not in specifics.
EXTENDING THE LAW ON DEFENSE PRODUCTION:

Because the Defense Production Act ex

pired on June 30, it was necessary to extend the Act which helps to insure that critical
defense materials will be available on an equitable basis to contractors and subcontractors,
and which assists contractors in securing working capital and equipment for production to
keep pace with new developments in weapons systems.

A majority of the Committee on

Banking and Currency recommended an extension of the Act plus five amendments which would
have drastically revised the existing law.

All Republican members of the Committee ob

jected vigorously to the amendments and proposed a simple extension of the Act.
When the bill reached the floor of the House of Representatives last Monday, the
Democratic Chairman immediately sought permission to withdraw all the amendments.

This

was done and the bill passed 327 to O.
Among other things these unsound amendments would have permitted sales of our
surplus minerals and metals on the foreign market at a price lower than they could be
sold in the U. S., would have initiated another back-door financing scheme and further
distorted the cost of the program by disregarding the interest charges, and would have
given Fidel Castro a propaganda weapon by writing off the U. S. investment in the Nicaro
Nickel Plant in Cuba as a "nonrzcoverab1e expense.

If

The Republican Committee members

said, "Instead of the Congress giving tacit approval of this highjacking action by the
government of-Cuba, the Congress should make crystal clear that although temporarily the
I

plant may be in the custody of the Government of Cuba, that Government will be held

Cuba,"
adopted.

Fortunately the Republican position prevailed and none of the amendments

EXTENDING THE LAW ON EXPORT CONTROLS:

The Export Control Act, also scheduled to

expire last Saturday, would be extended for three years if H. R. 11309, approved by the
House on June 25th, becomes law.

This Act provides for the regulation and control of

U. S. exports moving directly or indirectly to the Sino-Soviet bloc or to other unfriendly
nations.

The principal controls at present consist of (1) an embargo on exports tc Com

munist China, North Korea, and North Vietnam; (2') an embargo on exports t;o Cuba of every
thing except unsubsidized foodstuffs, medicines, and certain medical supplies;

(3) broad

and stringent conttbfsoverexportsto the USSR and its European satellites; (4) limited
reductions on certain military items to the Congo, and (5) limited controls over exports
to the free world in order to protect against diversion or trans .. shipment of goods to the
Soviet bloc.
In addition to extending the Act, H. R. 11309 contains amendments to strengthen the
enforcement of the law"The bill passed the House by a vote of 339 to O.
VACCINATION ASSISTANCE ACT:
auth~rizing

By a voice vote the House passed H. R. 10541, a bill

the appropriation of $36 million during the next three years to carry out a

mass immunization program against polio, diphtheria, whooping cough, and tetanus.

While

there was little objection to the general purpose of th,e legislation, Le., to immunize
practically all susceptible persons in the community and particularly children under 5
years, of age, discussion in the "Congressional Record"ran to 15 pages.

Some members con

tended that there is doubt as to the present need of the legislation, that the $36 million
was insufficient for any significant mass program, that states should provide matching
funds, and that the Federal Government should supply the vaccine but not p,ay, local and
state employees to promote and administer the program.
without·,~

But in the end approval was given

a recoJided vote.

PRAYER IN SCHOOL:

The "Congressional Record" for the past week has been replete

with comments relative to the Supreme Court's decision on the use of a voluntary non
sectarian prayer in the public schools.

Many members of Congress, both Democrats and

Republicans, expressed vigorous disagreement with the position taken by six members of the
Court.

Legislation has been introduced to overrule this decision by an amendment to the

Constitution.
I will support legislation, requiring a 2/3 vote in each house of Congress, to
permit the people of ,the United States to pass on this important issue through their state
legislatures or by means of specially elected state conventions. Favorable action by 3/4
of the states can amend the Constitution to overrule the Supreme Court.

This is the con"

stitutional means by which the people of the United States may exercise their sovereignty.
I would vote to give them that opportunity.
Personally I was favorably impressed with the dissenting opinion of Justice Pott,er
Stewart who wrote, "I think the Court has misapplied a great constitutional principle."
After citing numerous reasons for upholding the New York law, Justice Stewart summarized
the matter by quoting a statement of the Court enunciated only ten years ago:
religious people whose institutions presuppc::,se a Supreme Being. ,j

''We are a

"na
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JERRY FORD
July 11, 1962
The Bouse of Representatives met Saturday afternoon. June 30th, and was again in
session from noon until 7:38 p.m. the following Monday largely because of the necessity
of continuing legislation due to expire on the last day of June.

The most important and

controversial issue involved the Sugar Act and specifically the distribution of the quota
formerly assigned to Cuba.
The Senate's version of the bill varied considerably from that of the House.

A

Coaterence Ccmmittee composed of Representatives and Senators worked out a compromise.
On Saturday afternoon this . Conference Report

to 31.

was accepted by the House by a vote of 248

The Senate was not in session on Saturday and did not approve the Conference

Report until Monday evening.

Because o( extended debate in the Senate, the House recessed

for about two hours Monday evening (rather than adjourning) in case the Senate rejected
the Conference Report and further compromise was neceslary.

But the Senate agreed, and

the House adjourned three minutes after it reconvened following the recess.
On Monday the House also voted 293 to 5 to extend the present law providing for a
55 perceac limit on the federal subsidy for cargo ship construction and conversion with
a 60'~er~~ limit for passenger ships.

Under this legislation the Government assists in

the "fctftistruction and refurbishing of cargo and passenger ships by supplying funds to meet
a percentage of the difference in costs between the U. S. and foreign shipbuilders.
By a vote of 281 to 14 the House also approved a bill to authorize an

incr~a~
: : ,~

in

t

the appropriation for the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands from $7.5 million to
$17.5 million.

The lower figure was established in 1954 and since then there have been

significant developments among the 78,000 inhabitants of the 96 island groups comprising
the Marshall. Caroline, and Mariana Islands (except Guam) over which the U. S. has trustee·
ship.

The Committee handling the bill pointed out that while substantial progress had

been made, it is becoming necessary to rebuild worn out utilities, docks, air strips,
hospitals, and schools.

The $17.5 million per year is an authorization limit only.

The

final amount will be determined by the appropriation process.
RADIO LEGISLATION:
House last Monday.

Two measures relating to radio broadcasting were passed by the

The first would authorize daytime radio stations located in areas not

served by full-time stations to begin broadcasting at least by 6:00 a.m. instead of at
sunrise only.

Some daytime stations in such areas Jkould begin as early as 4:00 a.m•.

With special permission from the FederaFCommunications Commission, daytime stations in

areas served by full-time stations may, under this bill, begin their broadcast day before
s unri se if they cause no harmful interference to other stations.
Be cause under normal circumstances radio waves travel farther at night than in the
daytime, greater interference by one station with another occurs at night.

To provide

ample local radio service while keeping interference at a minimum, FCC grants some radio
station licenses for daytime (sunrise to sunset) broadcasting only.
the 3,400

standa~~

About one-half of

bttdadca'sti. stations licensed by FCC are authorized for daytime only.

This means that about 50 perCent of the radio stations have a variable broadcast day and
some may lose four to six hours per day during the winter season.
Many daytime stations :asked for set hours such as 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. but the Committee
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce which recommended the bill (H. R. 4749) compromi s ed by
authorizing only presunriseoperation.

The Committee was impressed with the arguments

in favor of providing an adequate local early morning radio service in small communities
and rural areas.

It also was convinced that there would be less interference in the pre-

sunrise hours than in the evening.
More controversial was H. Res. 714, a measure expressing "the sense of t he House of
Re presenta tives " th a t the FCC c ou ld authorize the "clear-channel" stations to use power
gr eater than the 50 kilowa tts pre sent l y permitted.

In this Resolution the intention is

to provide adequate.·:;nigh't- time r adi o service to all Americans from powerful clear-channel,
metropo litan stations.

U. S.

Rep.

Jolin ,Bennett

Presently there are 25 class I-A clear-channel stations in the
of Michigan,senior minority member of the Committee reporting

the bill said that to increase the power of some of these stations "will do considerable
good for millions of people whose only night-time radio service is from the clear-channel
st ations ."
Th is Resolution does not have the force of law and the final decision in any given
reque st for additional braodcast ing power will rest with the FCC.

It is not the intention '

of t he House to promote radio interference but rather to provide more radio cove r age in
;

those areas not adequately served at present.
198 to 87.
COS T OF FREEDOM RISES:

I voted for the Resolution which passed

The House has also approved a bill to increase from $30 to

$100 the amount which may be provided by the government to federal
from c us tody or released on parole .

prisoner~

disclWrged ,

Approval was requested by the AttorIley GeneraL :who

sta t ed t hat the purpose of the gratuity is to enable the released prisoner to support
himself until he receives his first pay from a job, and tha,t t he present" $30 maximum,
estab l ished in 1944 is inadeq uate.
Gratuities ar e not f i xed nor automa t ic. Each case is considered i nd ividually ac
cording to need. In 1961 onl y 8,701 of thed6,727 prisoners releasecl :were paid gratui
ties t otaling $163,785. This is an average of less than $10 per released prisoner and
less than $20 per released prisoner receiY~Ilg a gratuity .~ , : The; J)epartJ'Aent of Justice says
no additional ap propriat ion will be requested to pay the larger gratuity in 1963.

July 18, 1962

An authorization bill of $3.6 billion for the mutual security program was approved
by the House of Representatives last Thursday by a vote of 250 to 164. The final dollar
amount to be appropriated for this program will, however, be determined following hearings
and action by the Committee on Appropriations and further approval by the Congress.
Because I am convinced that basically our mutual security program contributes to
our own national defense and to the security of the free world, I voted with the majority
on the authorization bill.
One of the major items of discussion during three days of debate concerned aid to
Poland and Yugoslavia and other Communist-dominated nations.

The Administration wanted

authority to provide some economic assistance (notmilttaiy aid) to certain of these
countries. The Senate recently restricted such assistance to surplus agricultural products.
The House gave the President discretionary authority to provide assistance to these
countries but only when the President determines and reports to Congress that (1) such
assistance is vital to the security of the U. S., (2) the recipient country is not con
trolled by the international Communist conspiracy, and (3) the U. S. aid will help promote
that country's independence from international Cmmaunism.
NON-SERVICE-CONNECTED VETERANS' PENSION: Rep. 011n Teague, Chairman of the House
Committee on Veterans' Affairs, has announced that about August 1st his committee will
conduct public hearings on the operation of the non-service-connected pension programs of
the Veterans Administration.

Hearings were held on the same subject in July 1961 at which

time the staff of the committee was directed to make a thorough study of these programs.
These studies are about completed.
Furthermore, one bill before the committee, H. R. 3745, is the subject of a
discharge petition which by a recent count contained the names of 201 members of the House.
If 219 members sign this petition, it will be in order for the House of Representatives
to take up H. R. 3745 without further action by the Committee on Veterans' Affairs or the
Committee on Rules.

To date the Committee on Veterans t Affairs which has inttial juris

diction over the bill has refused to report it to the House for consideration.
H. R. 3745, and many similar bills, would grant a tax-free pension of $102.37 per
month to those who served at least 90 days in the armed forces during World War I.

There

is no requirement that the veteran be disabled in any degree, nor that he be unemployable.
There is an income limitation of $2,400 for a single veteran and $3,600 for a married man
BUT social security benefits and income from railroad retirement and any other public or
private annuity or pension plans would

~

be counted !! income.

Rep. Teague has made the following observations relative to H. R. 3745:
(1) At the ptesent time a non-service-connected pension is available to a 65-year
old married veteran with an income of $3,000 or less and to a single veteran with an
income of less than $1,800.
(2) By 1963, half of the 2,400,000 living World War I veterans will be receiving
pensions under present law.

During this fiscal year an average of 1,090,200 World war I

veterans and 483,900 widows of World War I veterans will receive non-service-connected
pensions.

Under current law, World War I pension rolls show a net increase of 8,600

persons per month.
(3)

During the past fiscal year the VA distributed about $1.3 billion in non

service-connected pensions to veterans of World War I.
(4)

The adoption of H.R. 3745 will cost the taxpayers an additional $942 million

during its first year.

The first five years of operation under the proposed law will

cost an additional $4.3 billion with the total additional cost by the year 2000 equalling
$11.6 billion.
(5)

Three-fourths of this expenditure would go to add veterans in the upper income

brackets to the pension rolls.

Only \ would help veterans in the lower income brackets

who need financial help the most.
(6)

H. R. 3745 would result in several hundred thousand World War I veterans, many

with short periods of service and substantial resources of their own, receiving the same
amount of assistance as is received by a 50 percent service-connected disabled veteran.
(7)

The American Legion and AMVETS are opposed to H. R. 3745.

The VFW and DAV are

not supporting the bill.
(8)

President Kennedy and his Administrator of Veterans Affairs are against this

legislation as were President Eisenhower and his administration.
Chairman Teague states that for these reasons his committee has agreed not to take
affirmative action on H. R. 3745.

But at this writing only 18 more names are needed on

the discharge petition.
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ON THE INCREASE:

The latest Report of Senator Byrd's Joint Con

gressional Committee on Reduction of Nonessential Federal Expenditures lists 2,461,534
civilian employees in the Executive Branch of the Federal Government during May of this
year.

When the Kennedy Administration took over in January 1961 the number of employees

was 2,352,837.

This means that during the first 16 months of the Kennedy Administration

108,697 persons have been added to the civilian payroll in the Executive Branch of the
government controlled by the President.

This also means an average increase in the

civilian payroll of 6,793 persons for every month of the Kennedy regime.
To keep the record straight it must be pointed out that President Eisenhower ended
his term of office with 201,473 fewer civilian employees than were on the payroll when
he was inaugurated.

The same Joint Committee reports that in January 1953 there were

2,554,310 civilian employees in the Executive Branch but that by January 1961 this number
had been cut to 2,352,837.
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JERRY FORD
July 25, 1962
Two votes in the House of Representatives last week put the brakes on the current
trend toward greater concentration of power in the Federal Government and specifically in
the Executive Branch.
: '! •. '~

By a vote of 202 to 200 the House refused to grant the Attorney General the power to
··demand confident ial records of any business concern he might want to investigate in con
. nection with a possible antitrust violation, and.then. to pass on the setzed documents to
other government agencies for any purpose,'. Rep. Meader of Michigan, a former State pro
,secutor'andmembe.r of the Committee on Judiciary,told the House, "This power would vest
in ·.!i·po1:l'tical officer of the government the power of search and seizure without a warrant
opera~.

except his own, and subject the most intimate and confidential details of business
tions in this country to the prying eyes of a powerfol bureaucracy."

I voted with the

majority to deny the Attorney General this new authority.
A major issue in the debate on the Highway Act-of 1962 involved a proposal to grant
to the Secretary of COnll-nercc the sol e power to decide whether the method followed b:y each
State for the.. relocation of fau,il;ies on highway rights-of-way is satisfactory to him4' By
,a'vote of 236' td 159,. the b'Ulwa3 amended to remove this1lower from one appointed. official
",

.

.' and· to leave "the Il'atter 'l7i:::h the state'S with the'provision only that advisory assistance'
be s\1pp.l.ied

'allf~mdi~~

\

to 'be relocated.. The- Hous.e.. agrce·cr that' the Secretary' of co\,merce

is rfot ... tohti'\ie' the iluthority to'determine whether "feasible methods" for relocation nre
provided.

r'

Had this action not been taken, the Secretary of Commerce could have refused

federalhig.hVlay funds to states.

~>hich

did not satisfy his definition of "feasible methods."

SUGAR, HONEYBEES, AND $17 million: Three days after the Senate gave final approval
to the Sugar Act Amendments of 1963, it amended a House-approved bill relating to the im
port;ation of honeybees in order to make change!) in the sugar law it had just passed.
'. changes were not improvements.

The

I voted against agreeing to the Senate amendments but we

lost 196 to 142.;
There is untold confusion in this sugar legislation; the influence of too many
lobbyists 'is evident; p~or planning and a lacl5- of direction are obvious, and I have grave
doubts that the best interests of the U. S. were served by the adoption of the "sugar
honeybee bill."
One provision of the latest sugar bill grants permission for importing sugar .from.
Ireland, a country 't"hich itself must buy sugar abroad to supply

~ts

own needs.

But under
~

(.,..

'

"

~i

"

this new bill, Ireland can buy sugar from Communist Cuba and sell it to us.

This is in

defensible on many grounds but especially when our own domestic beet and caQe sugar growers
would welcome an increased quota.
Furthermore, this latest sugar bill, requested by President Kennedy, will cost the
American consumer and U. S. Treasury $17.5 million to benefit the sugar producers and
processors in Argentina and the Dominican Republic.
tons of sugar in the next

2~

The "sugar-honeybee" bill took 375,000

years out of the world price quota and put it under the

subsidized quota to be assigned to these two Latin-American countries.

This means that

$17.5 million collected in import fees on sugar (and ultimately paid by the American con
sumer in higher prices) is to be transferred from the U. S. Treasury to sugar interests in
Argentina and the Dominican Republics.

For obvious reasons I voted against this legislation.

This brief summary demonstrates some of the complexities of our sugar legislation and
points up the pressing need for a thorough examination and revision of our sugar policies.
ANOTHER FARM BILL:

By a vote of 229 to 163 last Thursday the House approved a watered

down, yet thoroughly objectional, farm bill.

This bill, H. R. 12391, contained only 39

pages compared with 89 pages in the bill recently rejected by the House and 106 pages for
the Administration's proposal as originally introduced.

Yet the approach is the same:

bureaucratic control of agriculture, huge costs to the federal taxpayer, little considera
tion to the consumer.

In fact, this bill contained prQvisions recently rejected by the

Administration as too costly and ineffective.
Furthermore, when the House had an opportunity to improve the bill as far as Michigan
is concerned, it refused to do so.
which.arenot in surplus.

Michigan grows soft red and soft white winter wheat

The wheat accounting for 93 percent of that accumulated by the

government as surplus over the past decade is hard red winter wheat, not produced in
Michigan.
However, the House voted down an amendment which would have given the Secretary of
Agriculture the right to exempt classes of wheat if he found they' are in short supply.
The Secretary could have increased acreage allotments for farms producing wheat not in
surplus to an extent

~'lhich

would insure an ample suppty of that kind of wheat.

This

would have been an improvement in the law.. Michigan wheat not in surplus would not have
been subjected .to the same rules as wheat creating the enormous over-supply.

But this

common-sense amendment was rejected.
I voted against the bill for the reasons given above and because there is no absolute
need for any farm legislation this year.
take us through. another year.

The law currently on the statute books will

"na ~~1im~ei'-'
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August 1, 1962
Appropriations bills are again flowing through the House of Representatives.

From

April 18th when it passed the defense appropriation bill until June 26th when it approved
the money bill for the District of Columbia, the House considered no appropriation bills.
This was true in spite of the fact that all government departments and agencies begin their
fiscal year on July 1 and theoretically all appropriations bills should be silDed by the
president by that date.

This year only a minor supplemental appropriation for the Veterans

Administration and the bill authorizing "continuing appropriations" were signed by July 1.
Because no bills providing money to operate the government in fiscal 1963 had become
law on July 1, the congress passed a temporary resolution to provide the funds.

This reso

lution authorizes the continuation of existing projects and activities of the department or
agency at the lowest of three different rates of expenditure;

1) that of the past fiscal

year; 2) the budgetary request of the new year if no action has been taken by either House,
or 3) the lower amount for the new year adopted by either of the two Houses.
The major cause of the holdwup on appropriation bills this session was a dispute be
tween the House and Senate Committees which seemed to involve procedural matters but actually
concerned basic issues of fiscal responsibility.

Traditionally, conference

committee~

comw

posed of Representatives and Senators, appointed to iron out the differences in House and
Senate versions of a given appropriation bill. met on the Senate side of the Capitol with a
Senator acting as chairman.

The Rouse Committee felt that a Senator should not always be

chairman of the joint House-Senate conference and in addition the conferences should be held
in a neutral location rather

than always on the Senate side of the Capitol.

While on the surface this controversy seemed insignificant, one has only to look at
the record to see what has been happening on appropriation bills and how a basic issue was
involved.

During the past 10 years the Senate has raised the appropriation bills above the

amount approved by the House by about $32 billion.

During that period the Senate conferees

with a Senate chairman have been able to retain $22 billion out of the $32 billion in in w
creases added by the Senate.

The members of the House committee strongly felt that with a

member of the House acting as conference chairman at least half the time there would be a
better opportunity to hold the lid on federal spending.

After extensive negotiations by a

special committee a new arrangement was worked out whfch is believed will result in greater
influence for economy.

under the new plan the chairmen of the House and Senate subcommittees

handling each of the 13 regular appropriation bills in conference will decide who will be
chairman.

So far under the new arrangement there has been an equitable sharing of .the joint: \ ':

conference committee chairmanship and conferees meet in the Old Supreme Court
is the consensus the new arrangements are working well.

~.'-"

cham~~.

It

.~'

!

~)

~

APPROPRIATIONS IN TIlE PAST WEEK:

During the past week the House approved the work

of conference committees on the Second Supplemental Appropriations bill ($373 million), the
bill for Treasury, Post Office, and the Executive Offices ($5.4 billion) and that for the
Department of Defense ($48.1 billion).

I served as one of the conferees on the Defense bill.

We were able to resolve our differences with the Senate in a single four-hour session on
wednesday afternoon.
The House also gave initial approval last week to the money bill for the Department,
of State, Justice, Commerce, and the Judiciary.
these departments in fiscal 1963.

The bill makes available $1.7 billion to

This is $139 million more than last year but $102

millio~

less than requested by the President.
A bill appropriating $5.9 billion for the Department of Agriculture was passed by a
vote of 345 to 41.

Cuts made in various projects resulted in a net reduction of $507

million over last year and the appropriation of $877 million less than requested.
standing this, I voted against the bill.
which ought to be curtailed or eliminated.

Notwith

The bill supplies funds for a number of programs
The House by a vote of 118 to 172 refused to

write into the bill restrictions against the expenditure of tax money for propaganda pur
poses "designed to support or defeat legislation pending before the Congress in violation
of present law."

(This was aimed at the type of lobbying by federal employees encouraged

by the president and Secretary in behalf of the Administration's farm bill.)

But basically

I could not approve funds to be spent by a Secretary of Agriculture who has been so ob
viously negligent in handling the Billie Sol Estes case.
ON TIlE CONFIDENTIALITY OF CENSUS INFORMATION:

This week the House Committee on Post

office and Civil Service is holding public hearings on a number of bills (including H.R.
10205 which I introduced on February 15th and described in my newsletter of February 21st)
to overrule a Supreme Court decision involving the confidential nature of information sup
plied to the Census Bureau by individuals or businesses.

Last winter the Court ruled that

while the original report given to the Census Bureau!!! confidential and could

~

be

use~

by the government for "taxation, investigation or regulation" as stated on the Census forms,
this

~unity

does not apply to copies retained by the individual or business.

The Court

said that copies of the confidential Census information in the files of the person reporting
t!'

could be subpoenaed by other agencies of the government and used for investigative and regu;
lative purposes.
Because this appears to violate a promise by the government as well as common

sense~

six bills have been introduced to protect the copies as well as the originals from being
used for any other than Census purposes.

I have introduced this legislation because I agree

with the three justices who in dissenting from the judgment of the Court said,

"f'

IIIt

is no

less good morals and good law that the government should turn square corners in dealing
the people than that the people should turn square corners in dealing with their

wit~

governme~1

Una 1fM1uf!J1im ~eVlM'
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We are now in the eighth month of this session of Congress and are beginning to lay
out a schedule of activities for our stay at home this fall.

The slow pace of the Congress

all year and the paralysis which has gripped the Senate recently may upset the best laid
plans to meet with many groups in Kent and Ottawa Counties and to visit 21 communities
with my mobile office.
I am accepting speaking engagements for September, October, and November and sin
cerely hope that I will be able to be at home to fulfill these obligations.

We expect

to begin our eighth annual mobile office tour about the middle of September and to run
through October.

The tour will start as planned and be carried out provided the Congress

is not held in Washington beyond a reasonable adjournment date.
According to Monday's official

"Calendars of the U. S. House of Representatives"

only three major legislation bills of this session have become law.
appropriation bill has cleared the President's desk.
ficant legislation has been enacted.

Not one regular

This is not to say that no signi

In fact according to the Congressional Record,

through July 31st the House had acted on 673 measures of one type or another.

Neither do

I suggest that a Congress should be judged primarily by the number of major bills it
passes.

In many instances the refusal to act affirmatively on legislative proposals is

a constructive action; to decide E2! to do something may be a major accomplishment.

But

this session of Congress can hardly be found "distinguished" by any criteria.
All constructive activity ceased in the Senate for a week while a handful
called "liberals" destroyed that body's effectiveness by a needless filibuster.

of soThis

should seem strange indeed to those liberals who denounce any use of the filibuster
by conservatives or moderates as undemocratic, wasteful, and illustrative of a lack of
faith in the elected representatives of the people.

But when it suits their own purposes,

the "liberals" can be just as dogmatic, obstinate, and ruthless as any group they may
condemn.
One can argue that extended debate, even a filibuster, may serve a good purpose
when it informs the public on the great issues involved in the subject under

consideratID~

There are times when a final decision should be postponed until an informed public
opinion can make itself felt in the Congress.

But such is not the case in the Senate

debate on H. R. 11040, a bill providing for a private communications satellite system
(Telstar) under federal regulation.

President Kennedy recommends and endorses the

legislation; the House passed the bill on May 3rd by a vote of 354 to 74.

I voted for

the bill because it favors the typical American free-enterprise approach.

The "liberaP'

filibusters want the government (this is pure Socialism) rather than private enterprise
to construct and operate Telstar.
APPROPRIATIONS BILLS CONTINUE TO MOVE:

During the past week the House approved an

$11.5 billion appropriation bill for the Independent Offices. This was a reduction of
$1 billion from the amount requested by the President. The two major items were $5.2
billion for the Veterans Administration and $3.6 billion for the National Aeronautics and
Space Agency.
A Conference Report (final version of a bill) was approved providing $885 million
for the Department of Interior and related agencies in fiscal 1963. This final figure
was $16.7 million above the House version of the bill, $37.1 million below the Senate
version, $47.3 million belowthe President's request, but $90 million above last

~ear's

appropriation.
Also passed was the Conference Report providing $5.3 billion for the Departments of
Labor, and Health, Education, and Welfare, and related agencies. A similar pattern pre
vailed with the final amount being $163.8 million above the House figure, $46.3 million
below the Senate version, $51.7 below the Kennedy request, but $155 million above last
year's appropriation.
FUNDS FOR THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH: In consideration of the Conference
Report on funds for HEW, a special problem arose and a roll call vote developed. Presi
dent Kennedy had requested $780 million for the National Institutes of Health (seven in
number:

cancer, heart, allergy and infectious diseases,

arthri~is

dental, mental health, neurological diseases and blindness).

and metabolic diseases,

The bill as passed by the

House, which I supported, increased the amount by $60 million, providing NIH $840 million.
The conferees compromised at $880 million or $40 million ~ than the House proposed
and $100 million above President Kennedy's request.
Last year NIH was granted $733 million but was unable to spend $73 million of its
appropr~ation.
Try as the Institutes did, they could not dispose of the final $73 million
of iast year's funds.

Yet this year the Congress is making availab 1e to them about $175

miUion!!2!'.£ than they were able to dispose of last year.
In view of all this I voted for a motion which would have set the funds for NIH at
the original House figure of $840 million, an increase of $102 million over last year and

~$60 million more than asked by President Kennedy.

But the motion lost 173 to 214.

NIH

will get $880 million in the Labor-HEW appropriation bill which I then supported on
final passage.
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES UP 35,000 IN ONE MONTH: The New Frontier added 34,921 civilian
employees to the payroll in the executive branch of the government during the month of
June.

This is over five times the normal rate at which the federal bureaucracy has been

growing since Mr. Kennedy became President.

As I reported three weeks ago, there has been

an average monthly increase in federal civilian employment of 6,793 persons for each
month of the Kennedy regime.

But June's record of 34,921 additions is a new high.

According to Senator Byrd's Joint Committee on Reduction of Nonessential Federal Exi

penditures, which supplied the

abov~

facts, over 143, 600

civ~pans

have 'been added to

"the payroll in the executive branch;of the government during ~he firiit 17 months of the
Kennedy Administration.

Una~~~~ei~
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JERRY FORD
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The House Committee on Foreign Affairs has recommended that the United States
purchase United Nations bonds only to the extent of matching the total purchases of all
other nations.

To date this would amount to $27.4 million.

The Committee was acting on the request of President Kennedy that the United States
take $100 million worth of a $200 million UN bond issue.

On April 5th the Senate voted

to authorize the purchase of $25 million worth of bonds without matching by other countrHs
with additional bond purchases on a matching basis.
provision for the unmatched $25 million.
the bill will go to conference.

The House Committee eliminated the

If passed by the House in this or similar form,

But it is evident that the request of the Kennedy Ad

ministration for authority to purchase outright $100 million worth of UN bonds without
any limitations will not be granted.

My

decision on this legislation will be based on

whether or not the Congress approves certain amendments that are absolutely essential to
protect the interest of the U. S.
wants a ''blank check."

Unfortunately the State Department in the New Frontier

I do not believe a "blank check" with Adlai Stevenson as our top

delegate to the UN is the way to preserve and strengthen this organization.
WITH THE COMMITTEES:

The Committee on Ways and Means has been conducting intensive

hearings "on the status of the U. S. economy." The Committee is primarily interested in
determining whether there is a need and/or justification for a substantial tax cut.
hearings are also to demonstrate how well the New Frontiersmen have got

'~he

Its

country

moving." Recent events would indicate that not only the rate of speed of any such
"movement" but the direction as well needs careful review.
cate that the

'~ig

Evidence to date would indi

promises" during the 1960 election are not coming true.

The Committee on Post Office and Civil Service has approved a bill increasing
Federal salaries for Civil Service and postal employees from about 10 to 15 percent de
pending on varying circumstances.
billion dollars a year.

Adopting the bill will cost the treasury over a

Until the Committee report is finished we will not have a

complete explanation of all its details.

The Committee staff continues to work on the

report but with a highly technical bill containing some 68 pages, its task is not an
easy one.

In view of the opposition expressed to the bill (H. R. 9531 as amended) by

the Kennedy Administration it is extremely questionable whether the bill in its present
form can become law.

Should both houses ',of Congress act favorably, the President may

very well veto the bill.

The Committee on Veterans Affairs has been conducting hearings on the prese nt nonservic e connected

pension programs for veterans.

This action was generated by the demands

for Commit t ee approval of H. R. 3745 and similar bills which will provide a non-service
connected pension of over $102 a month to veterans of World War lover 65 years old who
have a l imited income exclusive of any retirement or other pension benefits .

."

A dis.charge

.

petit ion, requi r ing 219 names of House members) to bypass the Committee and bring the bill .
directly to the House floor for consideration now contains 199 names.

This is less than

previous l y reported because some members have withdrawn their names.

.'

Last Thursday the Committee on Rules voted to send H. R. 10113, the "Public ~.Jorks
Coordination and Accei~ration Act" to the House floor for four hours of debate and made
. .; !

.

it in order to propose amendments.

:..I ~.

This legislation had been recommended by a majority
.'

..: i

I

.

'!

;

i: t::·.

:

:

'.

of the Committ ee on Public Works on June 2nd but the Rules Committee had to clear it for
" , ,-

....

action by the House.
..

.1 : •

'. ! :

:

.

Thirteen of the 14 minority members of the Public Works Committee
" ."

i

;

';, .

vot e d against th is b ill which as they said would "give the President a book of blank checks
'1 •

;

:' ,

:

,;'

~

.: . ; ! .

"lit h authority to dr aw $900 mi llion from the Treasury of the United States and to use such
'

, _
a~o unts

~ .'

· r·,. . 11:,j

! :~ r

. i :! :

_... .-: · ; i .. i ··)j·," "

:. i .

.... :!:.

the reof as he decides f or t he construction of projects he selects in loca lities of
.:

..... .

h i s choos ing."
.The bill ·giives thePtesident · authority to spend (!riearly a: b il lion dollars of tax
IfDnc,y on l'a ll kinds "of, public wor!{s projects ' without furthercong'r essioria'l approval and
This bill is an~ther request

",ithaut suggesting any new or addittonalsources of reverlue.
.

. '

•

;

- .

•

••••

n

:

~. f - -~

I

by P,resi.de:nt:,-Kennedy for t he transfer af pawer fram the elected ret>rese ntatives of the
.

.

.

'.

.

.' 1 '

.'. ,'

. ..

people ' in, .Co.ngressto the appainted bureaucrats in the executive branch of the government.
I b~Ji-evethat expenditure ·af tax funds must be ' car~'£u:ily controlled by' t hcii;e ~hci '! ga to.
the vot ers ,and the : taxpayers for endorsetnEmt every two yea:rs. ·
A subcammittee of the Cammittee on Post Office and Civil Service has comple t ed its
p ub li~. ~ ear~ngs
.' ....

on .legislation to pratect the confidentiality of copies of census reports

which I discussed twa weeks ago. .. It . hopes to repart the bill: favor:C;lbly to. the full c om
mit tee this week.

you may recall I am a sponsor of this legislation.

SAM RAYBURN STAMP:

A commemorative stamp honoring Sam Rayburn will go on sale at

the farmer Speaker I s hametawn af Bonham, Texas an September 16th.

The .Rayburn :,:Foundation

.. .
~

,~ill issue a First Day Cover on quality paper and probably shawing a sketch of the Rayburn ~

home and library.

These covers

may be ardered ,7;~r 25~ c ~.ac,h from . ~he Bonham Chambe.r of .. . ':'J'~.

,.

Commerce .
J

,:

~ •

'oj '.

Anyane sending a self-addressed 'env~iap~ ' and '4 cents to the Pastma ster a t Bonham will
ge t his eIl~e ,l.ope back w~th a Rayburn starn!>, and the can ee llatian ' note: '\FirSt Day af Issue:~i', .
Either t y pe of "cover " may be ardere d in quantity at the prices given .
.- ,

.

,

. : ", Ii

.' .

: .:' '. .

.

.,

Normally I do nat me~t ian commemorative stamp sales in the newsletter but any stamp
.
:., ~
honor i ng rS-am . Rayb urn , who served ' as Speaker af the House more than twice as long as any
other person , deserves spec ial camment .

The stamp is being issued at Bonham an September

16, althaugh it i s Sunday, as tha t dat e mark s the 22nd anniversary of his first election
a s Speaker on September 16 , 1940.
Monday, September 17th.

The stamp wi ll go. an sale throughout the cauntry on

Una ~Iuf!!-vm~eYlt#
7"
"'I
Congressman
JERRY FORD
August 22, 1962
tax cut allegedly to spur the national economy has been set aside pro
visionally.
year.

Federal tax reform based on "logic and equity" has been promised for next

The New Frontier hasn't actually been able to "get the country movingtt but we are

not as bad off as we could be or as we may be.

If conditions do get worse before the first

of the year, the quickie tax cut will be tried but government spending will go on.

Such

was the thrust of President Kennedy's political speech to a nation-wide TV audience last
Monday evening.
I am sure that all of us who value a stable and vigorous economic system and who
expect our government to pursue a sound and responsible fiscal policy were relieved to
know that for the present at least the Chief Executive is looking at economic fact
away from Keynesian theories.

a~d

This is a good step in the right direction and a giant

stride away from the contentions in the President's speech at Yale on economic and fiscal
myths.
'!'hose who are advocating a quickie tax cut in the amount of about $10 billion contend
it will give the economy a needed shot in the arm.

We are told that the $10 billion tc be

released will increase consumer purchasing power and stimulate business investments; t3e
money will be spent for goods and services and for new plants or machinery.

High demand

will encourage greater production and then all or most of our employment problems will be
solved.

Sounds wonderful!

Why not try it1

Well, if the program is to work you must continue government spending at present cr
higher levels, you must pay the $9 billion annual interest charges on the current $300
billion national debt,

!h!

~

you

~

$10 billion lost!g revenue

!!!!

~!h!

$10 billion worth of government bonds to

quickie

!!!~.

rep]~

If these bonds are sold (and it

will be a sorry day when Uncle Sam can't sell his bonds) they will absorb out of the privae
economy the $10 billion supposedly pumped into it by the tax cut.

If the theory is to

work at all, there must be about $94 billion eXpended out of the U. S. Treasury this
current year.

Whether this amount is brought into the Treasury by the collection of taxes

or the sale of bonds, it is still $94 billion removed from the private eeortomy.
tax cut means only that Unc Ie Sam borrows money to replace tax revenue.
becomes debt on which interest must be paid.

A quickie

And borrowed money

Really, a quickie tax cut doesn't make much

sense.
All of which means that any substantial federal tax cut must be accompanied by an
equal or greater reduction in federal expenditures.

'!'his can be done and

President Kennedy was 100% correct when he said "Our tax rates, in short, are so high as
to weaken the very essence of the progress of a free society, the incentive for additional
return for additional effort."

If he and his administration will assume the leadership

for constructive economy, we can have tax reduction, a balanced budget, and a sound dollar.
This means that the Kennedy Administration must discard its theories that every problem
can be solved by increasing federal expenditures and that as a nation we can spend our
selves out of debt.
Unfortunately the record of the New Frontier in this area is not encouraging. During
the first complete fiscal year of the Kennedy Administration (July 1, 1961 - June 30, 1962)
expenditures were up $6.2 billion (to 87.7 billion) over the previous year.

Indications

are that spending this year will exceed $94 billion for another $6:3 billion increase.

If

more of the spending programs advocated by President Kennedy had been approved or are
passed by the Congress, the deficit will run to more billions.
TAX REFORM: Having discarded the quickie tax cut at least temporarily, Mr. Kennedy
stated that a bill will be presented to Congress for action next year to provide "an
across-the-board, top-to-bottom cut in both corporate and personal income taxes.

It will

include long-needed tax reform that logic and equity demand." With these objectives we
have no quarrel.

We should remind ourselves, however, that the only two times tax re-

duct ions have been enacted since World War II have been in Republican-controlled Con
gresses, the 80th and the 83rd.

And any reductions in revenue must be accompanied by cuts

in expenditures lest we compound and mUltiply our difficulties.

Furthermore, it is no

easy task to determine which tax changes are logical and equitable.

A member of the

C~

mittee on Ways and Means who has spent years studying our tax structure remarked recently,
tlOne man's loophole is another man's equity."
IN THE CHAMBER: Except for various minor bills, the only legislation handled by the
House last week was two appropriations bills.

The usual pattern prevailed.

The $1.3

billion Military Construction bill was $225 million under the President's request but $418
million over last year's appropriation.

This money goes for the construction, moderni

zation, and repair of military installations.

Air Force bases in Michigan located at

Sault St. Marie, Marquette, Mt. Clemens, and Oscoda are allocated a total of $3,373,000.
The $4.6 billion Public Works appropriation bill was $129 million under the Presi
dent's request but $675 million over last year's allocation.

A little over $1.9 million

of the total amount is designated for work on rivers and harbors or flood control in or
about Michigan.
EMPLOYMENT IN WASHINGTON? Last week two very impressive looking Washington Metro
politan Police officers marched into my office in their most dignified and businesslike
manner. After reassuring the staff, some of whom were frantically searching their memo
ries for any possible traffic misdemeanors, they asked my assistance in recruiting young
men between the ages of 21 to 28 from my Congressional District who might be interested in
joining them in their efforts to eliminate
employ

approx~tely

cr~e

in Washington.

The Department plans to

100 additional policemen by the first of the year.

Anyone who is

interested may write me at 351 House Office Building and complete information and appli
cation forms will be sent.

rna ~IeI::tVm~eVlM'
Congressman

JERRY FORD
August 29, 1962
several collegians have worked in our Washington Congressional Office.

Every

MY staff and I have thoroughly enjoyed these energetic young folks who do extremely well
learning the practicalities of our federal government.

Miss June Ryan has worked with us this summer. June, the daughter of Dr. and Mrs.
John A. Ryan, 1707 wealthy Street, Grand Rapids, is a political science major at Duke uni
versity but will be attending the University of Geneva this coming year. I asked her to
write the newsletter this week.
To work in Washington has been my ambition since late last summer when I read an ar
ticle on Washington's summer interns in the NEW YORK TIMES.

What an educational and inter

esting way for a political science student to spend the summer!

I couldn't think of a

bet~

place to observe Washington politics and the workings of the government than a Congressman's
office.

Even a secretary doing routine work would soak up a lot of knowledge in three

month's time.

I took a deep breath and wrote Gerald R. Ford, Jr., my Congressman.

Un

believably, the job was mine!
I came to Washington expecting to be disillusioned, as everyone from professor to
roommate said I would be.

Happily, the tremendous waste 1 expected to encounter is non

existant in Mr. Ford's office.

ThiS, apparently, is typical of a small, closely-supervised

office, for many of my friends in Washington who work for larger agencies and bureaus have
seen all too clearly the waste about which 1 was warned.
Disillusionment came in the first few weeks, however, when I was appalled by the par
tisan politics used by far too many legislators and executives.

One learns in time

to~ept

this element, for in Washington, politics is a way of life and often holds the key to getdmg
things done.

Certainly·, partisanship is expected by all and accepted by most.

Compromise,

however, is still the unspoken password in the serious and hard-fought game of politics. One
learns that these men are neither bickering out of pettiness nor arguing out of stubbornnes&
They are, for the most part, sincerely dedicated to the principles in which they believe and
the people for whom they act.

MY

Disillusionment soon turned to understanding.

biggest surprise among many in Washington was the number and variety of projects

that a Congressman and his staff will gladly undertake in behalf of a constituent, no matter
how "uninfluential." The problems of veterans and prospective immigrants are quite typical,
but the list is endless.

The picture of the Congressman leading the bewildered citizen

through the maze of government bureaucracy is extremely representative of the duties of our
elected legislators. It is my impreSSion that few citizens realize what a wealth of help
and information they can receive by simply writing a letter to Washington.
There is no such thing as a routine day in the House Office Building.

If a day

should begin routinely, it is likely to be interrupted by events as exciting as a visit from
Secretary of Defense McNamara or a committee hearing featuring John Glenn and Scott
There are a few routine duties, however, and a share of these has fallen to me.
starts at eight.
ties

trom

MY work day

The opening of the morning mail calls forth a whole panorama of personali

the Fifth District.

letters are not rare.
answered promptly.

car~

Since people with problems are our specialty, heart-breaking

Others are angry, funny, appreciative, and

~formative.

Tourists from home are always welcome.

The Michiganites in the office are not only

glad to hear news from home, but are also delighted by the tourists' observations of
ton.

Washin~

OUr visitors come asking for the passes that are required for admittance to the House

and Senate chambers and leave loaded down with sightseeing booklets, Jerry Ford postcards,
pamphlets to help the kids in civics class, and a polaroid photograph of junior in the
Congressman's chair, surrounded by a beaming family.

MY work includes running errands, typing, writing an occaSional article for the
and bringing mailing lists up to date.

pres~

Most of mJ day is spent on several projects that the

busy regular staff could never find time to complete.

Mr. Ford, a member of the appropria

tion subcommittees on Defense and Foreign Operations, has asked me to compile a history of
the Foreign Aid and Defense Appropriations bills since he joined those committees ten years
ago.

This has been extremely interesting work, for I have learned first hand of the tor

tuous route a bill must take to become a law.

Mr. Ford is probably the busiest man I have ever seen.

Brief case bulging, he arrives

at the office between eight and nine o'clock every morning, reads the mail and newspapers,
indicates to his administrative assistant the manner in which many of the letters should be
answered, and then dashes off to a committee meeting at ten.

Visitors to washington who are

disappointed in the near-empty House and Senate chambers should be directed to a committee
meeting, where the real work of Congress is accomplished.

In this day of specialization,

Congressmen are no exception; through their committees, they each become very familiar with
a ltmited phase of law-making and must depend on each others' advice to a great extent when
it comes to voting.

Once Mr. Ford leaves the office, he seldom returns before four-thirty

or five o'clock to read over the outgoing mail and sign it.

Congressman Ford's working day

usually lasts until after six, especially as the end of the session draws near.

weekends

are busy, too, since Mr. Ford frequently travels home to visit Kent and Ottawa Counties.
perhaps the most enduring impression of my summer in Washington is a tremendous re
spect for the history of the United States--a respect I somehow never formed in any
class.

histo~y

In mJ wanderings through Statuary Hall in the Capitol Building, I have read the

names on each and every statue, donated by the States as a tribute to their outstanding
citizens.

Although well-respected in their fields, these people were ordinary citizens,

largely unknown to us.

They are, however, the true foundations of America, for they fought

for ideals in which they fervently believed and gave of themselves to a cause which they
put above their own well-being.

As I stand in the dim coolness of the Capitol's halls and

peer into the immobile faces of our forefathers, I often wonder what they would think of
today's Americans.

It is mJ hope that we are fighting hard enough and giving enough of

ourselves to merit their respect.

rna 1ff«1eI::t~~eV~
Congressman

JERRY FORD
September 5, 1962
The House of Representatives

ha~;

approved the unnecessary, unsound, and wasteful

"Public Works Coordination and Accelerf ati",1 Act.. '!,A motion to kill the proposal by re
commiting it to. Committee which I supported was defeated 192 to 221.
This bill, H. R. 10113, makes available to the President an additional $900 million
for use in

s~pporting

public works projects of various types except school construction.

It ,is alleged that this power will be helpful as an anti-recession measure.

The autho

rization is in the form of a blank check to appointed officials in the Executive Branch
who can spend this public money without further approval of any project by the elected
representatives of the people.
the Area

Re~evelopment

Assistance can be rendered only to areas eligible under

Act (Kent and Ottawa Counties are NOT eligible) or to a community

which has suffered 6 percent or more unemployment for 9 out 6f the past 12 months.

But

control of thedtstribution of the nearly $1 billion rests exciusively with appointed
officials in the Executive Branch who can and will use this power for purely political
purposes.
Furthermore, the Administration has over $2.5 billion already authorized by the
Congress for sound non-political programs it has not used.

Ample funds are available

for economically justified housing and community assistance from such agencies as the
Veterans Administration, Urban Renewal, Farmers Home Administration, and the Community
Facilities Administration.

in addition, on August 14th the Secretary of Commerce autho

rized the immediate release to the states of over $1.9 billion in additional funds for
highway construction in fiscal 1963.

This is over and above the regular federal highway

contribution for 1963 which will exceed $3.7 billion.
As usual, the proponents of this new "blank check" $900-million expenditure
suggested no additional source of revenue.

This means that the annual deficit and the

national debt ,will be increased by $900 million and interest costs for us and our
children will be raised accordingly.

. I

It is.significant to note that a pro-Kennedy newspaper in Washington has said of
this proposal that it has "the earmarks of economic ineffectiveness and political
mischief. II

There is indeed, little evidence to prove that public works construction has

ever been effective as an anti-recession device.
A similar but not identical bill has been passed by the Senate. Unless the Senate
\,
now accepts the House version, the bt1ls will go to conference for further

ANTI-POLL -orMLAl."fillIDMENT:
2~th

The House --completed congressional-act.ion--on the-proposed

amendment to the Constitution which would eliminate the payment of a poll tax as a

requirement for voting for President, Vice President, U. S. Senators, and Representatives.
I voted for the proposal which passed 294 to 86.

While only five states still have the

poll tax (Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, Texas, Virginia) and the Attorney General has
stated that the same results could be aGcomplil;lhed.by a simple statute, there can be little
argumenl; that
ment, i f it

aperson~~1~u14-

not have

isr~t,if,i~<l:.,by;at

U. S. officials.

It

topay"fq~c:~he

~ill'gffect

least; 38 states,

~villnotapply

to the

privilege of voting.

qualifi~H~t~gna.

This amend

only the right to vote ,for
for voting for state .or local

ofUcers.
The last amendment

t,~

the Constitut ion, the 23rd, grants to residents of.the

District ,of Columbia the right to vote .for. Presidential .electors(President and Vice Presi
dent).

~n

This amendment was proposed

January; 6, 1960 and became effective on April 3.:

1961.

.

OTHER YEA AND NAY VOTES:
rriation of an

additiona1$~00

for the elderly.

.

The House last week also voted .to authorize the· apprq- ..
million for direct loans for rental
term,;~m~~interest

Under this program long

~d

cooperative, housing

rate {currently 3-\ percent)

leans may be made to non-pr?fit organizations and certain public agencies to provide
housing for senior citizens.
367 to 6.

I,voted for this

bill which was approved

It will help to expand a program already underway.

report, the Housirg. and Home ,Finance Agency
program.

a~thorization

,These projects

rep,re~ent

as of December rangp.c;l from

$l~8

has.;an.int~r~st

According to the committee,

in over 135 projects under this

Re~ta1charges

over 14,000 units ..

to $110 monthly;, or a median of $75.

per housekeeping

~nit

Where meals were

included the costs averaged $128 with, a rap.ge from $87 to $150 per month .
.J.

also vot,ed to

~,gr~~

to the. Sp.pate. amendments ,to ,the

Communic~tio1}sSatellitebill,.

(adopted 372-10), to req:uire Federal Reserve Boaz:d ap.p;roval, of conl;ltruction of branches
of Federal Reserve Banks

andsettin~.

a limit 0.£ ,$60,mi1lioo on these buildings (passed

314-50), and to direct the House conferees to .oppose electrical generating facilities
,,::

at the atomic reacto1."
in. Hanford,
.
'.,
'",

ADJOURNMENT. FLAJ."'JS:

.

t..

.

,"

, ' ,..

Washington(defe~ted
'., .
".'
;

'

."".

,148-246)i'
..
, . '

:-

.,;

"

.It now a.ppears that. :Congr~ssional adjournment will; not come

until the lattn part of September..

We ar'r

th~refoz:e~Fhedu1ing

office tour from October 1 through November 3.
to time in Septembe, to keep some of my

our 20-stop,mobUe

I will be in the. Fifth D;strict :from time

appo~ntme~t,f;

because of the cont inuing CQI).gress ional sess i~ns.

but a few· may have, to be cancelled

My .office at 425 Cherry Street, S. E.,.

Grand Rapids, is open daHy . . Th~ tel~pho))e\ number is GL 6-9747.
AVAILABLE H..t.\'!'ERIAL: He have on hand a l,il1;UJeds-upply of the latest yearbook of,
'J'"
Agriculture entitled, "After a Hundred Years." We also have a sizeable number of booklets
containing questions andan~wer!3on ~'Our ,Ameri~~n Government," especially helpful to
students. Let mE. know at 351 House Off:i.ceBui.lding, Washington, D. C., i f you can use
either of these.

r,u.IfM!uft~teV~
Congressman

JERRY'FORD
September 12, 1962
Except for consideration of bills on the Consent and Private Calendars, there was
little activity in the House of Representatives last week.

As one of three official Re

publican objectors I was present Tuesday when bills on the Consent Calendar were called.
Bills approved by a legislat;.ve committee may be placed on the Consent Calendar for con
sideration with little, if any, debate and passage by unanimous consent.
\"

r!_

official
,j."

'

o~jectors

The duty of the

is to screen all these bills in order to determine whether they

.; . ' "

,should be approved in this expeditious manner.

If any legislation is

tooco~troversial,

or if it involves too much money or makes a substantial change in policy, or if in the
:;,

.. ; ..

-,

." ~) .:

judgment of an objectoe should not be adopted, it is objected to or passed over until a
':,',

later date.

'-';'r

.

Of the 18 bills considered last, Tuesday, 13 were approved, three were passed

over, and objections were raised against two which were removed from the Consent Calendar.
The Private Calendar lists the bills approved by a legislative committee (generally
the Judiciary COmmittee) for the relief of a person or persons.

~

it is evident that

! ':

the operatio.n of the law will work a serious i.njustice on an individual and there is no
'I;r.

administrative remedy available, private legislation may be considered to eliminate or
modify
. the ineqcity.
,

Last Tuesday the House acted on 48 private bills, approving 30

and passing over 18.
Because of the Labor Day recess I was able to participate in community activities
at Sparta and Comstock Park.

It was my privilege to crown the queen at the Sparta Rodeo

and to pt;esent awards to the queen and her court at ComsL:ock Park's Labor Day festivities.
Beca.use no business uas sched .• led for Thursday, I returned home again to meet with the
Township officers of Kent and Ottawa Counties at their,association meeting on the morning
of September 6th and with the Byron Center Lions Club at noon.

This week I plan to be

in Grand Rapids and Holland on Thursday and I hope,to be in Lowell, Grand Rapids, and
Coopersville next week, if no important votes are scheduled in the House.

The vote on

the UN bond issue will probably come this Friday and I want to be present for that con
~roversial

and important legislation.

tionsapprop:riation bill is debated.

Next week I must be ,here when the foreign opera
As the second ranking Republican member of the

Subcommittee reporting the bill, I have special responsibilities during its consideration.
ACTIVITY IN THE CURRENT SESSION:

The record of accomplishment of the current

session of Congress can hardly be called "distinguished."
by unnecessary inaction and del:3.y.
become law.

The session has been marked

Only four of the 12 regular appropriation bills have

All shou ld have been signed by the Pres ident by July 1, the beg innin~')()f

the new fiscal year.

According to law the Congress is to adjourn by July 31 except in

case of a national emergency.
The official "Calendar of the House" lists only three major legislative bills which
have become law.

Yet through August 31st, the House had been in session 128 days or

510 hours and 19 minutes.

It had filled 6,498 pages of the Congressional Record with its

proceedings, had passed 905 measures of all types, and has seen 147 of its public bills
enacted into law.
~15

It is interesting to note that the Senate has been in session over

hours during the same period and has filled 10,820 pages of the Record, passing 857

measures of all types, and has seen 76 of its public bills become law.
BUT THE NATIONAL DEBT SOARS:

According to the "Daily Statement of the U. S.

Treasury~"'at the end of August the national debt stood at over $302.7 billion.
":.ri.

I~

4'

•

an increase of $9.8 billion in one year.
$292.9 'billion.

This is

On August 30th a year ago the debt amounted to

When Nr. Kennedy took office the U. S. debt was $289.9 billion or $12.8

billion less than today.
national debt burden.

there has been progress on the New Frontier--in raising the

It is now at an all-time high with $1618 in debt obligation for

every man, woman, and child in the United States.

(According to the calculating machine

at the Bureau of the Cenbus, U. S. population at 8:00 a.m. on September 6th was
187,169,229.)
AND FEDERAL PAYROLLS GROW:

According to the latest report of the Joint Congressional

Committee on Reduction of Nonessential Federal Expenditures the number of civilian em
ployees in the gxecutive Branch of the Federal Government increased by 14,530 in July
of this year.

This was on top of a 35,000 increase in June.

The total number of civi

lians now on the payroll in the Executive Branch is 2,511,025.

This is an increase of

158,188 employees since Mr. Kennedy took over the Executive Branch.

There has been ad

vancememt on the New Frontier--in the number of employees on the federal payroll.
AND TREASURY EXPENDITURES MOUNT:

$1.8 billion more has been spent during the first

two months of the current fiscal year than during the same period last year according
to the Treasury Statement.

During July and August, 1962 over $20.6 billion was withdrawn

from the Treasury compared with $18.8 billion for the same two months a year ago. During
the month of August money flowed out of the Treasury at the rate of over $257,000 a
minute every hour of every day in the month.

On the New Frontier funds flow OUT of the

Treasury in ever-increasing volume.
'AND NOW THE TAX QUESTION:

All responsible citizens are concerned with the impli

cation of these facts in any proposal to reduce taxes.' Responsible public officials'
cannot promise any substantial tax cut unless they can show ways and means of reducing
federal expenditur%.

Responsible statesmanship as well as responsible citizenship

demands a balanced budget and, a reduction of the national debt.
this is only a myth.

On

the New Frontier,

r~ II'M/uftlm ~eV~
Congressman

JERRY FORD
September 19, 1962
The most significant issue before the House of Representatives last week involved
thepurcha,se of 'United Nations Bonds.

On January 30, 1962 President Kennedy recommended

tq .the Congress that i t authorize the appropriation of $100 million to purchase one-half

of a $200 million bond issue by the UN.

On April 2nd the Senate approved legislation

(S.2768) permitting the United States to loan up to $25 million plus an amount equal to
the loans and pledges of all other nations.

As of September 12th nineteen other nations

had actually purchased $27,750,000 worth of UN bonds and a total of 48 countries had
agree~

to purchase an additional $45,418,257 worth.

$25 million of unmatched funds equal $98,168,257.

These purchases and pledges plus the
So the Senate bill authorized the

purchase of nearly the entire $100 million worth of bonds.
On August ~Oth the House Committee on Foreign Affairs made its recommendations to
the House.

It was these recommendati.ons, embodied in the amendments to S. 2768, which

were considered. by the House membership last week.

The Committee proposed that the loan

by the United States be limited to an amount equal to the total value of the bonds actually
purchased by all other

cou~trien.

This would place the present limit at $27,750,000, the

total amount actually loaned (cash on the barrel-head) by other nations as of September 12.
Under the bill recommended by th:! House Committee the U. S. could lend the full
$100 million only when other countries have loaned a total of $100 million to the UN.

The

Committee said that "it is convinced that any test, such as the distribution of the world's
population, resources, or wealth, does not justify the assumption of more than 50 percent
of the cost of alleviating the current United Nations Crisis" by the United States.

With

that particular statement I agree fully •
. The House Committee also amended the Senate bill to express Congressional sat isfaction with the advisory opinion of the World Court that the assessments levied by the
UN General 'Assembly on member countries for the costs of the Middle East and Congo opera
;

tions are '!(expenses of the Organization."

As such these assessments must be paid or. the

meml>er counfry loses its right to vote in the General Assembly when it is at least two
years in arrears.

However, this recent decision by the World Court is ADVISORY only and

does not become binding upon the UN unless approved and adopted by the General Assembly.
A motio'qwas made on the floor of the House to further amend the bill by making the U. S.
loa~

to the United Nations contingent upon the concurrence by the UN in the advisory

opinion of the World Court,

I supported this amendment as fair, logical, and necessary if

the UN is to be a responsible international agency.
their legal dues and assessments.
,

....:"

Members who want to vote should .pay

An understanding of this aspect of the problem requires

that we look briefly at the causes of the UN deficit and the need for some action.
CAUSES OF UN DEFICIT: The UN and its affiliated agencies obtain their funds from
three sources:

regular budgetary dues to be paid by member nations, voluntary contribu

tions (such as to the Children's Fund), and special assessments upon members to finance
the United Nations Emergency Force which has 5,100 troops along the Israeli-Egyptian border
(Gaza Strip) to maintain peace, and to finance the United Nations

O~eration

in the Congo

where 18;000' troop~' from '18 :n~'tions' cost the UN $120 million a year .
. The r~g~lar<buc:lg:etaI;y dues of most natitms·are being p'aid; The U.S. share: is
32.,0.2 percent which ill fiscal 1962' amounted to $23.7 million:

But theproblemaris~s i.'n'

connection with the special assessments to ~ui?port the Gaza Strip kn'cfC~ngo :operat:f.ons.

Of

the 104 . members of the UN", 66, are· in arrears on their Congo account and 56 have! ~ot' paid
their, Gaza as,sassment;:.

The CommunisLbloc has ref-used to pay any assessnlent:for 'either

operation •. ~his group, including Cuba, owes over $45 million.:' The Arab nations do not
pa~for UN expenses in Gaza,and France and Belgiumhave'not contributed to the Congo

activity.

~omesmal1er

nations, although not objecting to these special UN operations,

have not met their special assessment obligations.

While the U. S. is obligated to pa~

only 32.02 percent of the total of any special assessment, it has made additional payments,
in the form of voluntary contributions with the result that our country has paid 47.7 per
cent ($114.5 million) of the Congo military cost and 46.95 percent ($57.6 million) of the
Gaza'm1lita:ry costs.

Despite these extraordinary payments by the U. S. the United Nations

at the end' of March had a net deficit of $119.8 million, consisting for the most part of
unpaidbUi's of governments for ~upplie~,t~anspo'rtation, and extra pay and allowances for
military personnel.

Payments due the United States amount to $32.1 million.

QUESTION TO THE'WORLD COURT:

The UN Charter says that any member nation which is

two years 'behind in payment of its UN dues for the "expenses of the Organization" may not
vote in the General Assembly.

Some nations contended that the costs for military operations

in the Gaza Strip 'and in the Congo were' not lIexpenses of the Organization" within the
meaning of the Charter.

These

nati~ns i,nsistedth~t

they coul<i]efuse to pay the special

assessment indefinitely without losing any voting rights.

The"World Court recent1y,re

jected this argument and ruled that special assessillentl3 lil,<e regtt1ar .,dues must ,be paid in '
order to retain voting rights in the GenE!ra1 Assembly.
fusal to pay regular dues or special

assessm~n~s

does

It shpuld be,noted tnat there
~

bar. a nation (including.Russia) .

from voting in the Security Council or exercisingit$ vetopo~er there.
'NEED FOR 'ACTION: '1 '~m sure 'that most of u~~ill agree that the UN has not been
able to
as i,tss;inc~re,,£oundets
intende'<i'lEi'rgely because 'of the policies 'a"~d
. . function
,';: ,
."
.
manipulatione of the Communist" bloc.
activity especially in the; Congo.

Also) many in the U. S. have severely criticized UN

But.a refusal to take some constructive act ion to solve

the UN's present financial problem will. only bring about ,what the Soviet Union most
earnestly desires; a weak and ineffective UN serving "on'l.y, as a forum for debate and the
dissemination of propaganda. The House bill was a vast improvement over the Pre$ident's
orig~nal request but w~s "teluctantly accepted'by Mr. Kennedy and the State Department. I
. I'

supported it on final passage.

,~.

.

u.
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Congressman

JERRY FORD
September 26, 1962
This i the final issue of YOUR WASHINGTON REVIEW for the current session of Congress.
I hope adjournment comes at the end of this week but at this writing we cannot be certain.
Our eighth annual mobile office tour will open at Wyoming on Monday afternoon and evening,
October 1st unles.s the Congress extends its session beyond this week. At each of the 20
stops in Ottawa and Kent Counties, I will be in the mobile office from 2:30 until 8:00 p.m.
The date in each community will be publicized and I invite everyone to come in for a
personal visit.
AN ACTIVE WEEK:

The legislative machinery moved into high gear last week.

On

Monday in the House of Representatives there were four quorum calls, all of which I
answered.

But on Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday when I was in Lowell and Grand Rapids -to

keep long-standing speaking engagements there were also four quorum calls and seven yeaand-nay votes.

Had I been present I would have voted for two motions relative to parlia

mentary procedure.
339..26.

The motions were made primarily to delay action, and passed 355-17 and

I would have voted for the
the boundaries of the Virgin

re~ise

resol~tions

calling for consideration of a bill to

National Park (approved 268-5) and for the bill

Isl~nd

to strengthen the personnel security procedures in the National Security Agency (adopted
351..24).
Another bill, H. R. 11363, to strengthen the national security program with respect
to defense contractors and their employees was supported 247 to 132 but lost because it
was brought up under suspension of the rules requiring a 2/3 vote.

I endorse this legis

lation and will vote for it if it comes up another time under regular procedure.

A motion

in support of an appropriation of $1.6 million for the construction of a peanut research
laboratory in Georgia was defeated 143-221.

I would have voted with the majority because

there is no agreement in the peanut industry that the laboratory should be built in Georgia.
The House also voted 246-125 against permitting members of the Congress to send franked
mail (no postage) addressed only to

'~ox

Holders."

to rural route and post office box holders.
delivery routes.

For many years such mail could be sent

Last year the privilege was extended to city

The action on Wednesday eliminated the right altogether.

I endorse this

latest action by the House.
FARM LEGISLATION:

The second farm bill to come to the House floor this year came

back on Thursday for approval of changes made by the Senate and the joint Conference Com
mittee.

(The first bill was killed in June by a vote of 205-215).

(H.R. l239l) passed the House in July by a vote of 229 to 163.

The second bill,

However, with the Senate's

amendments we had a much less desirable bill, but it squeezed through the House 202-197.
voted Itno" on this expensive and unworkable legislation described in the REVmW for July
25th.

I

CCLL£GE ACADEMIC :"'AC I LITlES AND SCHOLARSHIP ACT:

The Rouse on Thursday re jected by a

'ote of 214 to 185 the Conference Report (Sena t e-House compromis e vers i o n) on H. R. 8900
N~li ch

would provide feel.eral assistance for college and university c l a s srooms .

Main oppo

pit ion ce:l:ere n on t.t! federal s c holarship (called nonreimb ursable loans ) pr ov ision ins erted
by the Senate ane prcvio u8 l y re j ected by the House .
unknown b1.At cOLl1 d

..

B:gili!=ls~ , the

e~{ceed

The t otal cost o f the se loan s wa s

$100 million during the next 9 year s .

I voted with the majority

bHl.

MUTUAL SECURITY APPROPRIATION:

The A-:,propriation Committee of which I am 'a :member
., ,' ..

recommended a foreign ald appropr ation of $3.6 billion yi"llich was a c u t of $1.1 'bill ion
f~om

The amount approved by the Rous e is adequate if proper l y

the President's r eqlest .

spent, despi e prates ' c by the

Secrr;~AI

I strongly GUFPor t e d amendmen ts to bar

of State .

any funds to c ountries helping Castro in any

~yay .

I also supported two other amendments,
,j

use of U. S. aid [ unds t o purchase autorrootive vehicles from other

one to p _ohibiL th

co ntries and ilnothf:r t o P:7C\'cnt

ut" fo r e ign a id : unds ' being used t o pay UN assessments

for other Lations.
ED-< ~ATIONlJ, - J.. PG{YlJ .1TIF.S AT THE SERV ICE ACADEMIES":

"

Young men l1ho have gr a d ual. ed

: r on -hiLh ~~~1oo1 b:: .Iu: ~., 1963 an-i are u _d e!' 22 years of ~ge by that dat~ are eligible for
cono·ideratior. for

pt' oi~rr 2!nt::; to We t lloint, A:mapolis> Colorado Springs , and the Coast

Guard' la'J~f :l.2'rchant Mari~.("; AC8,11- roi'-:!s •
nate

ot'~ c::ppointe~ tl)

'- c~ . of

Civil S'~rv-{c'e examinstL

dlC

The ,'if':h Diotr:f.cl: "ongre s sman i

ent i tled to des 19

I-;:,-.y, navy, and Alr Force "'cademies f or

,:.::ken by th')~! boy

-4ho hp.ve Ula::ie ep:i l icatio.1.

thi::; y~ar ~"ill ' bAS':'v :'::\ hi $ ,': ,:. : .. y, r(\llenbe~ 10;:h .

the class

enter~

The examination

Applicaitol\ ~ s hould be requested from'

my 'office illl.i~dic.tely,
Appointa'."!nt f: to t!1e '''oas ' Gu:..nl Q.lld

t!~eccha t:

tlltion involved but I do i1.a\-e applica.tior. fo!"ms.
an

e~tcellent

TO

edllcat-; on an

a

Marine Academies ' are ·made by t he insti"
All of these a cademies ' off e r 'Young men. ,

••

oppor tunity for useful servi ce.

LECTTWo. CO:G3,fSSMlm;

.For t he first t ime in 50 year s and t he s econd time in the

i sto):"y cf: ~i.1 9S ':te , each d i c h ig nvoter this y ear will b e ee l ecting two members for the
~{cuse

')£. REo res-entatives"

Voters A. n a l,1 of the 18 cong!'essiona1 distric ts will b e elec ting

ti'eir o-.m f.on"'r(~s. smnn as. u~ua l plus par ticip ating in the e lection of a congressman-at-large
L o ser7e tile entire otat e.

This situation has devel oped because t he State Legis l a ture and

~ovornor ~id n~~ ' ~gree

a plan f or div iding t he ~~a t e i nto ~9, congressiona l d istricts

upo

following ;:h~ 1960 cenr.us.

I hope th e mat t e r w~ll be r e~o lved b e fo re the 1964,. e lectio n.

f u t on November 6th 'Jf thin yea. every voter. ,[houldr-emember that he i s t o vote for
tworcpresent~~ives

iI:! 'o4g:Le~s.

are Alvin t-. Bentley, p!~P,\*-J.:i.ca

The car.d i dates fo_ t c office of Congressman-at-Large .
[.0 ;grcssman f .:om the 8th r/is ::rict for eight years, and

Neil Staeb ler, :ormc r Ds:::n;,;c~'nt::: ' l "~lI;~:ite Chairman :,nd l' ational Corwitteeman : .

.. .

