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For ~!@a~e Janaary 10, 1952
YOUR WASHINGTON REVIEW
BY GEI1.AW R" FORD, JR.
The Fords, }ldke I Betty am Dad, arrived

.~n l'l~lShington ,,,ithout

incident and

for the last few days have been trying to unpack all af the boxes and luggage we so
carefu~l~ p~cked
!

'

'

for shipment just a few days before in Grand Rapids.

I'm beginning to

.

rea.lize that w.t th each addition to the family the process of moving back and forth to
Washington becomes slightly more complicated.
plenty of room in boxes and suitcases.

Big and little toys for Mike take up

In addition, baby clothes and other equipment

for the addition to th e family in Harch complicate the mov:inp: operation.

These diffi

culties bring to mind a remark an old-timer in the Congress once made - "Congressmen
should either be bachelors or have a grown-up family."
agree but for several days twice a year one

doe~

Naturally, I can't entirely

wonder if the elder statesman didn't

have a point.

*

*

Although the Congress didn't officially reconvene until January 8th a good
many representatives were back on the job a day or two aft-er New Years Day.

My' first

few days were spent looking over the accumulated correspendence, consulting with
various officials on imminent problems and talking with other members of Congress
about the prospects for 1952.

It is very interesting to get the reactions from other

Congressmen who have spent several months at home with their constituents.

From my

observations to date here is the consensus of Congressional probabilities in 1952:
1.

Th.e House and Senate will concern themselves largely with appropriation

measures; little else.

In oth-;r words, budget matters will jam the legisla

tive agenda and all other proposals will be secondary.
2.

President Truman's request for another tax increase will be rejected by

the Congress.

3.

Investigations by Con,RTess will be the order of the day.

will be continued and other investigations will be coming up.

The present probes
Watch for

startling investigations of the State gepartment, Alien Property Custodian,
Federal Housing, Defense Department,
Department of Justice.

1'~ar

Assets Administration, and the

It should be obvious at this time that wherever

Congress takes a good look at what has been going on behind the scenes in the
Executive branch of the government under President Truman's regime, there is
substantial evidence of political connivery and bad government shenanigans.

4. Congress will be more economy minded. Voters are rightly demanding less fed·
eral spending and as a consequence a real effort will be '!lade to cut the
President's mammoth

budget~-including

the funds for the Army,

!?or releC),se January 17, 1952
YOUR r"1Asr-rINGTON R.r1VIEl!
BY C<Ei-.AlD R. FORD} JR ,
On January 9th Preside!T/-' T.:"t:man presented nis State of

Joint Session of the House ['nel SE'ln2.te.

This

r!e':"~.ver.

message I have heard I-ir. Trumar:..

H3.S

th~

Union Message to the

the fourth State of the Union

Th"3 conSHr.sUS among those ;-mo saw and heard

the address was that the Presid"mt Is.iled to Itring the be:l."

The nation awaited an

inspirational call but instead uas handed a :pretty dull and largely political pre
sentation.

Frankly, the President looked worn and weary even though he had just

recently returned from a nice vacation at the Florida T'bite House at Key I'lest.
I was deeply disappointed in lir. TrllI!1an I s state of the Union message, princi
pally because he never once urged any
ment.

econo~

in the operation of the federal govern

The President talked about continuing high taxes but failed to advocate any

reductions in feceral expendituTes at the
Commission vrere entirely ignored.

s~ne.time.

The proposals of the Hoover

Practically etll of the emphasis by i-Jr. Trumen as

the leader of the Democratic Party was on progrruns and policies that will cost the
ta.x:,ayers more and more billions of dollars.
~peech

As the

Presi'~r:mt

read his 40 minute

it seemed as though he included every spending program that he had ever ad

vocated in his years as Chief

~~xecutive.

spending by the federal treasury,

Ir.

Obviously as a sponsor of more and more

Truman could offer no hope of reduced taxes.

The message seemed like the resurrection of all the old relics of the last four State
6f the Union speeches in 1,/hich Hr. Truman urged socialized medicine, the Brannan Plan
and so forth.
The joint session of the Congress on tl1is occasion

viaS

unusu8.l because

Churchill sat in the gallery along with hundreds of others to listen to the
address.

~~inston

President'~

l\irs. Truman sat on the right of l1r'. Churchill end Anthor:..y Eden, the British

Foreign Hinister, on his left.

When the Pr1nle Hinister entered the House Gallery

he was given a very spontaneous ovation, and in the typical IIl'Tinnie" fashion he gave
a most polite bow ruth gestures.

It 1:as lnteresting to note that Hr. Churchill, dur

ing the President I s address, read a copy rather than listened.

On January 17th the

Prime Minister wil: return tc the House of Ueprescnt;:,tives to make an address of his
own.

The contrast between "H. • T. II cnd 1I;'linnie" will be interesting to observe.

*

Under the auspices of the Greater :rashington :::';vangelistic Crusade, Dr. Billy
Graham -Idll be in the nation's capital from January 13th through February 10th.

Your

Congressman intends to be in the audience on as many occasions as possible for I'm
sure that Dr. Billy Graham has a truly inspirational message.
k~ow th~t

this great leader is bringing his message of crusade to Washington sot.fi

those in the federal

gove~~ent

can benefit.

.t?1

It is encouraging to

J

",.:'

"
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~v'ith

the President I s budget message for the next fiscal year due shortly, our

citizens should be inter ~'sted in some important facts.

Only three times during the

past 20 years has the United States had a balanced budget.

It is significant that

our nation got out of ·!:.he red on:'y during the time the Repub::"ic&ns controlled both
Houses of Congress, rmd this "tas a,ccomplished without slTeeping tax raises--in fact,
taxes ,.rere cut in 19[.7.
deficit every ye2.r.

In

From 1932 through 1946 the federDl treasury has a sizeable
19[~6

there

\-laS D.

tre::.sury surplus of over 700 million and in

1948 a surplus of over g billion dollars.

The ftepublicans durin£; the gOth Congress

eontrolled the purse strinGs in those years.
1950 while the Democrats ran the show.

There ,Jere deficits again in 1949 and

Last year there ,,\ras u surplus but this is

accounted for by increased taxes and furthermore this year the red ink will be even
greater.

A continuation of such fiscal irresponsibility will inevitably bring abcut

bankruptcy_

'*

*

*

The House Committee on Appropriations is starting ilQrk several months early this
session of the Congress.

Last year there was lone delay while the committee wrangled

over technical procedural questions.
ings until late Harch of 1951.

For example, my subcommittee didn't start hear

In contrast, this year the subcommittee opens its

hearings on Ti!ednesde.y, Januc-. ry 16th when the Army r:uartermaster Corps presents the
budget for all the national cemeteries.

These witnesses uill be followed by General

Pick and his staff of the Army Corps of Engineers.

AccordintT to the President's

budget there is a deJ'!1And fo I' even bir'f:er river, ha,rbor and flood control appropria
tions.

Hith the public de:1anding sizeable reductions in federal spending it is

exeeedingly difficult for me to understend hOl'l Presl.dent Trw,lan can rec,"uest more funds
tor the llpork barrel" part of the federal budget.

fly subconunittee on appropriations

which last year acquired the title "the stingy five", vIill be, I hope, just as tough
aeain during this session of the Congress.

Frankly, I look forward to the job of

picking out the 'l,·reakBesses in the President's s:1ending proposals.

Our subcommittee,

composed of three Democrats and tv:o Republicans, has done a conscientious job in the
past and will do the same this year.

If 11e could eet some help from the White House

and the Senate the ":J.1lleric:2n taxpayers 1'lOuld be the beneficiaries.

*
VISITORS:

*

*

G. T. Vermurlen of Holland; H.P. Herrinton, E. Hunter Crouch and Carroll

3treeter, all of Grand Rapids; "!illiam Swart, Sr. of Spring Lake.
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YOUR ';fASHINGTON REVIEH
BY G:Gl:I.ALD R. FORD, JR.
Last week :Tinston C'1urchill made his third address in a decade to a joint
session of the Congress.

It is my recollection the t'tlO others 'VTere made while I was

oversea 13 with the Navy in 'Jor ld 'Tar II.

On his third a ppearanc e in the House Chamber

I had a reasonably good sed just behind the berobed Justices of the Supreme Court
and a fe'lrl rov-rs of

:)en~ltors.

This I'laS close enongh to observe him carefully, ,,,,atch

his unusual m2;nnerisms and f""el

hj

itJhe t ~\I':l.S my rGaction?

s i.mpact on the c:udience.
One shou:)..d. divido the anSvlor in two parts.

what was the effect of his appearance and his method of spea,king.

First,

Second, 1'mat of

the content of his remarks.
The Churchill appearance and manner of speaking
fell below the standard
,
set by General

Dougle~s

1vasn It as dra.matic

;:>,.13

HacArthur.

Undoubtedly the settin3 for the Prime j\dnister

the occasion Nhen General HacArthur appeared before the House

and Sem,te last spring.

Yet I looked forF3.rd to a Chnrcillian gem an" somehow it

wast!. I t 'iuite up to expectations.

It surpassed rresldent Trtm:an I s best but then the

President isn't much of an orator.
deliver another IIblood,

s~feat

and tears" speech.

Instead the Prime hinister stuck

.

precisely to his prepared text.
style~

Somehow there vias a hope j\',r. Churchill lrlOuld

O',wiously this restri_ction cramped his oratorical

Nevertheless it was a real treat to see and hear this great statesman who rep

resents our staunch British friends.

TI1e audience in the House Chamber, before, dur

•

ing and after his address, "'larmly apple,uded t lis resolute leader of 77 years.

The

ovations were richly deserved.
The British "ri.mo nnistf')r got orf on the right foot in his speech when he
sllid, "I have not come here to
by ap'""lause.

as~:

.~,t

you for money.11

this point he was interrupted

B>c struc}: another res:::,onsive note when tribute

'{,~s

paid to the late

Senator Vandenberg of ldchigan.
There 1vas the usual pomp "mel cere,nony custonary to such occasions. There
were eight Justices of the Supreme Court lJith 0111:: Justice Black absent.
matic representatives of most nations were present.
Russia was in the group.

HOl-rever, no emissary of Soviet

Any representative of Stalin 1'fould have been more than

slightly embarrassed by j\ir. Churchill's remarks.

The members of the President I s cabi

net also occupied reserved seats in the well of the House Chamber.
absent.

The diplo

Mr. TrUl'!!an was

It vms reported he T-m,tched the. speech from a television set in his office.
The speech, or its content, was impressive.

United 3tates, Great

7~rit::l.in E!,nd

their allies can ward off a third global war by

accu.mula,ting atomic i'leapons and other deterrants to
described Arnerica IS ,:ltomic bOl'1b

i·.1'. Churchill believes the

,'1.8

c~ggression.

the supro.;:'1.e deterrent

~mc1.

The })ri:me Hinister

the most effective

-.... Your.
',,-

qashinp~ton Review

guarantee of victory but 'Name d the Uni ted States "not to let go of the atomic weapon
until you are sure--and more than sure--·t"c,t other means of ;.;reservinG peace are in
your hands. 1I
Iv,r. Churchill asserted he l'iftS here to ask, ilnot for gold but for steel,
not for favors, but for ec-ui[')ment" to help in the British rearrrarnent prograil1.
convincingly stressed the importanoe of

~llerican-British

He

oooperation in meeting prob

lems around the world and declared our two countries nOl"; "are lvorking together for
the same high cause."
unans~·rered

Some vitfl,l ('uestions ','pre left

issue can be resolved in a 35-minute speech.

~r.

but after all not every knotty

Churchill could have cemented

American-British ties by announcing that Great Britr,in Has dropping its official rec
ognition of B.ed China.

It was evid.ent, however, the Znglish patience was being

strained by the policies of the Chinese COllilnlmists.

In

a(~dition,

most Americans would

have felt better if there had been a little more I'give ll b' the British on the issue of
There was a pledge by ';~nf!lanct to help :Suropecn unity but one

European Federation.

wonders if that can be attained ..lith
TiJhen it

v'aS

G:~eat

Britain remaining a bit standoffish.

allover I 'allied back to the House O:"fice Building with sev

eral other Congressmen, both Democrat and Republican.

It was the consensus that

¥~.

Churchill had done a far better job of tying up American-British unity than could have
been done by the preceeding Prime

Ii~inister,

Clement At tlee, of the La.bor government.

Som:;hol'T one feels a greater strength in the British govermnent with:!inston Churchill
at the helm.

*

*

An amusing incident l·ras rocently r,31ated in one
Washington newspaper.

of the columns in a

Here it is:

itA motorman on a "asl1hwton streetcar tried severa], times, without success:
to "'et the standin"" passengers to move to the rr.ar of the car.

In desperation, he

stopped th e car, turned around and said to them: "Come on folks, let's go through this
car like Truman 1Tent through the Treasury.
rear."

I

It :.forked.

The passengers moved to the

Even the taxpayers in i'Tashington understood what the conductor had in mind.

*

VISITORS in Trashington this week have been:

Iv:ir. H. P. Herrinton, IV~. and l-irs. Henry

J. Dykstra, lJIr. Robert D. Stouten, Hr. Raymond F. Powell, Nr. Enery Driscal, Nr.
Frank Witheril, },1r. Joseph Cichon, Hr. Jacob Heb'lJer, Hr. Ed Huizenga, Mr. George Palaid
¥1.I'. Fred Briggs, Hrs. Fay Day, Vx. Al Spenchi, i'fr. John J. Annalis, Lr. Al Spenck,

Mr. \'!illsie H. Nelson, I,T.

Jo::~n

T1. l:orris, Hr. Gordon H. Smith, Lrs. Florence Peterson,

Nrs. Helen Tam'ohe, IJ,rs. Frances Farks, :r'~rs. Louis Thompson, !vIr. Klaas DeRinter, all
of Grand Rapids, aI"'.d Lr. Jor.n J. A;~unalis of !clarne, l'Ir. B. Hiersma of Holland, and
Kr. Hunley Otol<::er of Byron Center.

For r elease Feb. 14,1952

yam HASHINGT N REVIEW
BY GER!1.l.,D R. FORD, JR.

The House of Re p e scd.ativC's r(;cently consi.dered and approved the Preei
dent 's proposal for the Reorganization of the Bureau of Internal Revenue. There
was a good bit of debate, pro and con, on the merits of this

refo~

so it

might be well to review the situation frem top to bottcm.
For many years the 64 Collectors of Internal Revenue and some assist
ants throughout the United States have been political appointees, nothing else.
Consequently in many instances the various Collectors were not qualified for
the job of handling federal tax collections.

Mr. Finnegan, an F.D.R. appoint

ment and a good friend of Mr. Truman out in Missouri, is a good example.
admitted working

a~out

4 hours a day on his $11,500 a year job as a U.S. tax

collector and spending the rest of the

tL~e

on his own in fancy deals, some

such deals being on tax returns filed in his office.
Revenue man,

~r.

He

Delaney

i~

Another Bureau of Internal

Boston, a political appointee of Mr. Roosevelt,

likewise got in a peck of trouble for finnigiling \utl1 taxpayers.

Mr. Delaney,

who was not a career man in the Bureau of Internal Revenue but only a political
"Hack", was recently convicted by a jury and is about to spend some time in
a U.S. prison.
Several years ago the Hoover Commission recommended that the Bureau of
Internal Revenue and the Bureau of Customs be consolidated into one agency
known as the Revenue Service.
Corr~ssion

Legislative bills to implement this Hoover

recommendation were stalemated in the House and Senate Committees

since early 1950.

No action simply because the dispensers of political patron

age didn't want their longstanding prerogatives destroyed.

Cnly the sordid

scandals of recent date stimulated any reforms by the President and his Con
gressional leaders in the House and Senate.

It's amazing how public indignation

can give Good Government a shot in the arm.
Did the President's reorganization plan for the Bureau of Internal Revenu
carry out the Hoover Commission recommendations?

To a degree, yes.

The

President's plan does establish a direct line of authority and responsibility
from the Commissioner on down and does place every position below the Ccm
missioner under Civil Service.

The White House reform achieves slightly more

than 10 per cent of the Hoover Commission recommendations and leaves the re
mainder of the overdue revisions undone.
One fact must be borne in mind.

Placing the Collectors of Internal

Revenue or their successors under Civil Service does not necessarily take tax
collecting under this Administration out of pol itics.

It should be added that

the Hoover Cammissioo also proposed seme changes in Civil Service itself that

Your Washington Review
Page Two
should have been combined but were not with the President's Reorganization Plan
for t he Bureau of Internal Revenue.

You might be interested in a comment from

the Director of the Hoover Camnission's Citizen Canmittee who said he did "not
like • • • the timing• • • on which the R.F.C ••• and the Internal Revenue is
being reorganized. • • after the pot has boiled over.

We believe in using

reorganization for fire-prevention - not as a fire extinguisher."

Because the

propo ed refoma will do sane good by eliminating a few of the wealmesses in
the old set-up the opposition in the House of Representatives was somewhat lim
ited.

Obviously it would have been better to enact into law the Hoover Can-

mission legislative proposals which would have done the whole job.
In conclusion it can be fairly said, President Truman took his time about
getting rid of the 6 Revenue Collectors

~mo

were under fire, just as he cried

"red herring" when Camnunists were charged to be in the State Department

0

The

White House has been inclined to deny, to cover up, to delay and to act only when
forced to do so by obvious danger.

****
In the last year Congress has been abie to do something about cutting down
nonmilitary federal expenditures but very little has been accomplished in con
trolling the reckless waate of manpower and material in the Armed Forces. Here's
what I mean.

Chairman Byrd of the Joint Camnittee _ Reduction of Nonessential

Federal ExpenditUres said the federal civili.
cember 31, 1951.

,.,.011 rose to 2,504, 789 on De

The total represented an 1acrease of 21,098 since June 30,1951.

Senator Byrd said the payrolls of nondefense agencies shrunk by 21,410 during the
six month period, but the militar,y establishment increased its civilian staff by
42,508 during the same period.

****
This is Lincoln's Birthday time.

In- Washington, D.C. over 7,000 citizens

got together at a $1.00 chicken dinner to honor the 16th President of the U.S.A.
One of t he soundest speeches made at this gathering was by a negro lawyer.

It's

well worth reading.
"I join in this tribute to Abraham Lincoln not only for what he did for the
people of my race, but for the virtues for which he stood.

We ha.ve come a long .

way in America, and we want to be sure that America remains the land of · oppor
ttlnity and the haven of the oppressed.
"Hy people do not always get the best of t
ing power, but. ·we have been self-supporting, .

~reaks

when i t comes to earn
Like ali

Americans , we have tried to save our mcney, we ' have bought insurance, annuities,

-,

- . ..
Your Washington Review
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cheat us out of our due.
" But the waste in \V'ashington today i.e workit'g a terrible hardship on the
f rugal people of America.

What kind of a jaal are we getting when we give 100

cents worth of work in our younger days and get

ba~k

49-cent dollars in our old

days?
Ulf the Republican Party does no other sing'le thing but restore the
purchasing power of the dollar, the poor people

~f

of America will go down on their knees in thanks.

government-sponsored innation.

We've got a belly full of

And the time to get rid of it is now.

bet your 49-cent dollar that the American vote:cs ar&
mistake twice in four years.

America and the old people

!.

You can

not going to make the same

u
J':_

**

VISITORS:. Fran Grand Rapids, going to school in the District, Barbara
Zamierowski; also Samuel H. Himelstein of Grand Rapids; and fran Grand Haven,
Cl aud VerDuin.
,...

j

.;

...

'

.
.. , f

. .. ,

..

"

..
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There was high drama on Capitol Hill last week and
The principles in a single

it didn't involve legislative matters.

act provided. a tense and solemn spectacle which agitated much
'speculation and euriasity among newsmen and spectators alike who
fiocked to the Katyn cClJlDittee public hearings. the first in his
tory to present a

ftaked

witness.

The select House committee under the chairmanship of
Rep. Ray Madden of Indiana ws carrying on its hea.riJlgs in an at
tempt todiacover exactly who is the villian in the case of 10,000
Polish officers massacred in the Katyn Forest in 1939.

This particular' inId14ent
with a twist.

wae

a cloak and dagger affair

The cloak was substitut,ed by a cylindrieal...shaped

mask designed to disguise the Polish prisoner of war eye-witness
to the mass murder.

Replacing the dagger was a Russian pistol which,

the hooded w:l.tne.s explained, was the type of

gut used

tims before they were throw.n into the poaves.

on the v.:le

The witness spoke

through an interpreter, Reman Pucinski, a reporter fran the Chi...
cago Sun, who 1s now on leave of absence trcm his paper to act as
investigator aDd interpreter for the c<:lJDltittee.

Under an extr-.,

emotional strain, this unwsual witness admitted that he bad with
held his story until he could reveal it to the proper authorities

in th1l OCQl'lt.17 to lIb10h he had pledged h1a lcplt,..
the mptericua 'and cm1noua aspect
Russians as well

as

Dou.btl...,

ot the remer prisoner

of t.he

the Violence ot 1.11t .tory .et the mood tor the

startling declarations which were to follcw.
At the first hearing held on October 11, 1951 shortly
atter establishment of the seven member ccmnittee, Lt. Cel. Donald

B. Stewart. teatit1ed that foll(;ldng hiB capture by the Germans in

1~43 he was taken to a prison camp where he first heard abQU.t
laj.yn.
,

Despite the fact that the officers showed
definite reluc
.

tance,the Germans demanded that Cel. VanVliet who testified later,
and It.. Cel. Stewart should make a tour cf investigation of the

Katyn graves.
Beth Col. VanVliet and Lt. eel. Stewart testified
that at the scene of the massacre. they eJl't.'j.mated the number
,

dead in the three open graves ftabou+·
(mcl"f;J ~

/

~e

size cfswimming pools"

. ...
~

-a
a.t about 10,000.

Vt.nVliet and Stet·tart said that while the Ger

mans attempted t(; vindicate themselves of the murders, the Amer
icans who had "volunteered" fer the t curs, refused to accept the
proofs which the Germans ,ffered.

However, almost to a

lIlBn

the

witnesses stated they had formed opinions severaJ.ly that the Russian
Communist leaders were respcnsib1e fer the murders.
Henry Cassidy, foreign ccrrespondent in Moscow when

the graves were discovered, cancelled a trip tc Lendon t c repcrt
en the death of King George and the proclamaticn of the new queen
in c.rder tc be present for questioning by the cdIllllittee.

His

frank: report confirmed the opinions of the American A.rmy officers.
Since no impartial

1nvestigaticn~~ad

been permitted previouslY

and since those wile. visited. the graves had no way cf prcving the
"evidence" ehown by the Gennans, the cbservers were reluctant to
accept as true anything they were told and persisted in making
their own observations.
Father Lecpold Braun, chaplain tc American Catholics
in Moscow, 'Was a mest favora.ble witness.

His responses to questions

were accurate, detinite; and excellently presented.

His well

defined tones rang through the committee chamber as he accused the
NKVD of utter ruthlessness.

nNoone", he said, "who is captured

by the NKVD,. generally
speaking, lives to tell of his. experiences."
.

Father Bra.un cutlined Russia's general. peliey to "decapitate the
heads

ct . the nations they wish to destroY",· the genccide deplcred

by the ccmnittee.
Two ,American militar,r officers, three escaped pris

oners (one a Polish colenel who himself escaped. the fate of e the
others at Katyn by an "acCident"), an ambassador, a Catholic priest
and a press correspondent have presented their testimonies.

has

betA no significant discrepancy in their stories.

There

Mr"'~cinski

states that witnesses are clamoring to give their information te
the Committee, including a grave-digger forcibly employed b,y the
Rusaians tc bur,y alive same ot the Polish officers.
The major point at issue in this 'Whe1e matter is
that no oaly 0 the Poles have been violated but the whole human
race.

It can leave no doubt in cur minds as tc the type of bar

b~ians

with 'Which we are dealing in both diplcmatic and military

affairs.

It

val

mentioned several. times during the hearings that

it is almost impossible fer civilized Americans to imagine either
(more)

y
,
.'~-;:;--'J

.J/<A!:"'~\
I", '

"
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.....
-3
the tact of thls treacherous slaying cr the kind ct p8cple whc
could be guilty ct such atrocities.
I

The hearings will resume abcut March

lS. :tit the

meantime the cClllDittee is ha,rd at wc,rI(' ~:lrIg' Dh81t 'evidence.

Chairman Madden has suggested that the Bus!lians be ilWited to
give their side of the story.
typicaJ.l.y American.

Such a prodc:lure, of course, is

Whether the

S¢viet~

deserVe that treatment

or net, in the face ot all this evidence, is another matter.
The more Americans hEt8r about past Cc.m:nunistpclicies and pra.c
tices the less we
the future.

are

inclined to

Nevertheless, abould

~cept

tcmmunist promises in

~

leaden accept the commit

tee invitation, it would be most interesting and most enlightening
to hear what they have to say.

/I /I II

Vor release February 2B, 1952
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BY G:sRLAD R. FORD, JR.
Still puffing from a heated march up Capitol Hill, indignant military
moguls find themselves raci:lg back down the Hill in the direction of the Pentagon
for reinforcements.
in their

II

The House Armed Services Procurement subcommittee, holding fort

chamber of horrors" at the top of the Hill, are provin!S to be the twelve

toughest men our combined military strength ever' encountered.

Sxtre.vagance in mili

tary spending is the biG issue in this battle of wits.
Chairn:~..n

Hebert, ".1.e:::'.dinF the whip, frowns on "circus tactics" in the

course of these heprings, but for all practical purposes he is causing the Pentagon
lions to jump.
firing.

The ofttimes successful army strategy, "confuse the enemy, II is back

lr!flile Pentagon officiD.ls J.ttempt to befuddle committee members and the

general public with circumlocution, bevd'dering facts and figures on military waste
compiled by comrnittee investigator, Paul !'Ionahan, deal a confoundin,f; blow to their
bravado.
One i:1petuous ravy chief, i.dmiral Fox, unable to restrain himself at a
hearing one morning, set out to do a bit of "debunking" but 1·ras amiably reminded that
his time had not yet come.

This prized Pentagon "salesman" must sit tight until the

committee decides to call on him, which will, no doubt, be in the near future.
Admiral Fox claims to have an exhibit of his own which will sho,,, what his team, the
Navy, has been doing in the past in the way of economy.
Other high-ranking witnesses lC'mented the red tape stumbling block.
Re<;uisitions and orders, they say J

~iand.er

1.ike phantoms through the corridors of the

Pentagon before reaching the proper channels.

This military procurement chaos is

causing; tremendous repercussions in our n[ttion I s economy and it would seem Congress
ought to launch a

phantom~hunt

to nail dovm some of these spectres.

In the rear of the committee chamber, row upon row of easels nine feet high
display examples of thriftless s:::endinp on the part of the military.

These easels

illustrz.ting some of the more horrible samples of extravagance are there for public
examination and enlightenr:1ent.

(Thus, the name !!chamber of horrors. It )

*
A recent
reports that

cQ~ication

ap~li?ations

from the Federal Security Agency Office of Education

submitted early, preferably hefore April 1, will facilitate

speedier processing and distr:i.bution of critical J:laterials needed in the construction
of schools, col:eges andlibrar:i.es.

Supplies of steel, cop!Jer a.nd a:uminum are ex

pected to be short through the third

c_ual'.~ter

of thts year necessitating strict con

servation measures in design and con:;>truction.

So, this is just a reminder

school folks to get your applications in promptly.
-11-

-11-

~I-
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In the early mail one morning our office received a curious package from
an old friend, N/Sgt. Jack Lindsay, nm" serving with the army in Korea.

After much

scrutiny and wild specul';ttion Hhich accomplished nothin,"':, we called upon the
Cone.-ressional reservoir of facts, the Library of Congress, to explain "mat this
tiny match-stick contrivance could possibly be.
miniature I(orean

II

The gjJIJ;'i ick, \,'e discovered, is a
1

jigi" orpacl:-board, made by the children of the hunske, Home in

Kore8., "Jhich the natives use as
clothing to babies.

carry-e,ll..

It holds everythine from food and

No doubt you've soen it in ne'ifsreel pictures of Koreans fleeing

from their homes carrying

tIl eir pos sessions on their b:::tcks.

At any rate, vie can

be assured that it's not a secret "reapon.
Jack, by the ,'ray, is the son of Ers. Julia Lindsay, 1114 Frospect SE.;
Grand Rt'tpitia.
· 'tors t 0
V~Sl

f'!
'
ash'1.ngt
,on th'lS wee k were:. ,...enera.l-

TT

T
.1,.

'...Ih ,'\l........le
'T""
L • Thurman,
.
e....'"

T[
!

Raymond P. Duba, Hillsie Nelson, 1'. C. Stevenson, 1. Nadolsky, steve Dunn, all of
Grand Rapids.
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YOUR 'v.JASHJNGTON REVIEN
BY GGRALD R•. FORD, JR.
The American people have a right to know about the Communist menace within
our own state rmd else..1here.

This means CongressioTIel hearings should be broadcast,

televised and in every other "my made avaiulb!e to our citizens.
ship by President Truman on

oth~r

The recent censor

matters of national interest was wrong.

Speaker

Rayburn 1 S censorship by banning the television of Un-American Activity Committee
hearings in Detroit

W:J.S

wrong.

Of course, it is pretty well knm·m

that Speaker

Rayburn, after permitting the te:.evisinG of the Ladden Subcorunittee on the Katyn
massacres, the Hebert Subcommittee on I1:nitary Procurement, the Un-American Activi
ties Committee hearings on Subversi.on in Holl.Y'·!ood, put the screws on the Communist
hearings in Detroit becaus e of pressure fro1'1

Nichi~an

Democrr.tic Party "bigwigs."

fail to see why any COT:nunist e.ctivity or infiltration should be covered up.

I

The

House of rlepresentatives should inwediately take action to overrule the Speaker's
extraordinary decision.

*

*

Those bargain hunters, both male and female, who escaped the annual Nashing
ton Birthday m.s,ssacre, otherwise known as the "big sale, II are back at their desks or
kitchen sinks calmly nursing a few minor scars.
period brought a legislD.tive lull before

.:1

The Linooln and T'[ashington Birthday

legislative holocaust.

used this time to arm themselves to the teeth for the big

b~ttle

l-'~ost

Congressmen

on the hot UMT

issue.
Debate becan in the House on Febru2xy 26.

A tiny spark soon became a con

flagration as legislators lusged out and let go all their heavy artillery pro and
con.

The issue is drawn; the decision in doubt on this most controversial problem

of whether the U. S. should or should not have Universal Hilitary Training.
To begin \,rith there
floor of the House.

1-mS

a good deal of bargaining for debate time on the

This haggling well illustrated the sharpness of the controversy.

Only the repeated banging of the Speaker's gavel brought

parli~entary

order.

There

after ConGressmen aired firm convictions violently opposed or explosively in favor of
the issue.

Even those who were unable to obtain time to speak on the measure indi

cated their stand by murmurs, applause and general demonstration of approval or oppo
sition to whatever was said.
The cro't-Kied galleries well attested to the intense public interest in the out
corne.

Even the House of Representetives Post Office fully realizes the importance of

this issue to the American people, judging from the deluge of letters pouring in each
day from the folks at home to their respective Congressrnen.

You can rest
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am well aware 'Of the urgency and importance 'Of this bill which if appreved will re
vise the American appreach te military preparedness.

Fer myself, the sympathy I might

have had fer UMT has been dimmed by the recerd 'Of 'our "military planners ll in the
~enths

fellewing the Kerean trar.

In the last few menths ameng the "tep brass" there

has been much t.!:.lk, plenty 'Of tax dellar extravagance, terrible waste 'Of manpewer and
cemparatively little result in
Seviet Cerrununism.

prep~ring

The rearmament and

the United States in the struggle against

r"~mebilizatien

handled fellewing the 'Outbreak 'Of t.h!'! Kerean ;:ar.
de any better Hi.th a UKT.

effert in America has been badly

'lrleuld the sa.lle military leaders

I deubt it.

*

*

Taxpayers undeubtedly will ,,-,'Ork up eneugh steam te blew many a gasket during
the next few duys while working en their tax returns.

Perhaps they will feel like

blewing even mere when they realize 'Our tax meney helped pay fer 921,602 surplus
gaskets fer frent axle heusing 'Of jeeps new kicking areund the Army Quartermaster
Cerps.

This is just anether serieus example 'Of the mismanagement in the handling 'Of

military precurement and supply.
Our 'Office has received netice that the deadline fer filing claims under the
previsiens 'Of the lIar Claims Act has been extended to Earch 31.

These priseners 'Of

war entitled te ceI:lpens2,tien accerding te the terms of this act are urged te file
their claims as seen as pessible.

The Cemmissien precesses claims in the numerical

'Order in ':rhich they are received.

Eligible under the Act are American ex-priseners

'Of :;ar, Americon ctvilians int';rned by the Japanese in certain areas, survivors 'Of
deceased priseners 'Of war and certain religious erzanizatiens.

*
Visiters te Ylahingten this v.feek were:

Stuart H. Carypbell, Mr. and 11rs. E.

Lerey Eldred, and B. C. Jehnsen, all 'Of Grand Rapids; Hr. and
Big Rapids and 1villiam A. Draper of Helland.

~1rs.

Albert Emmens 'Of

For release March
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YOUR vlASHINGTON REVIEVf
BY GERALD R. FCRD, JR.

If my mail hasn't been ansi'rered as promptly as usual it I S only because of
\

the long hours spent listening to witnesses before the Committee on Appropriations.
Finally, my subcolIunittee on Appropriations after eight lon..:: weeks of hearings pulled
down the ~urtain on witnesses.

1i9 members of Congress plus 320 outside ldtnesses

from Maine to Florida, from Californin to South Carolina argued day after day that
we, the !!stingy fivel! should liter~tl..y open the federe,l treasl.1t'y for flood corttrol
and harbor developments all over th~
Our

subco~nittee

U.

S.

will mark up the bill very soon.

It's no easy job sifting

out the unnecessary projects tha.t can be deferred during the Korean

~lar.

we cut ~126 Irillion (20%) from the P:cesident's budget on these items.

Last year

I hope the

Satle result can be reported this year ~

*
1fuile native vJashingtonians grumble and gripe we 1,1ichiganders feel right at
home Hith all the snow.

The "let soggy stuff began falling 13.st week and we've bean

having regular llichigan weather ever since.

SnOtrl shovelers from way back, we take

all this in our stride end vlith superior airs watch our uninitiated l!ashington friends
sputter

~nd

fume over stalled cars e.nd traffic jems.

I can still remember the 55

inches of snm'l w-:ich fell on l>lestern Michigan ju.st over the Christmas season and I
understand from our visitors from
plenty more.

l'~ichigan

and the newspapers th&t there has been

l1ashington has had at least three inches of snowl

*

l'!hat a

l'r.inter~

*

The Michigan princess 1'laS chosen last week at a luncheon here in r',fashington
sponsored

b~r

th e liichigan State !issoc iation.

She wtll represent li.ichi["an in the

Cherry Blossom Festival the first week in April and "dll compete V1ith girls from each
of the other ste.tes for the honor of r'ueen of the Festival.

Both of our lUchigan

Senators 2.nd their wives as well as many other liichigan di::;nite.ries were present
for the occasion.

*
If the King subcol!lLlittee

*

investi~ating

scandals in the Internal ii-evenue

Bureau had any notions about folding their tents, .they most definitely have reconsid
eree:l.

No sooner had the cODmittee set out for their California investigations several

weeks ago when Treasury Secretary Snyder and his cohorts tried to slip in with a half
hearted probe in Ne", York for the sole purpose of "stifling" the committee's scrutiny
of the NSvl York tax bureau situ;'tion.

ChaiI'r.'.an Kj.ng said he I'1nd his committee col

leagues e.re now more deter:nined the.n ever not to
out for Administration blood this time.

r uit

and it looks as though
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The snag in the recent postal rate readjustment act which upped the price
of single and double postal cards has been unraveled.
law to remove the 10% surcharge on cards purchased in
both the House and the Senate.

Last week an amendment to the
c~uantities

of 50 or mare passed

In January of 1952 I introduced a bill to remedy this

injustice in the Post Office DepG.rt:nent.

Plainly this practice was directly in re

verse of the customary tlinericon buying policy..
certain item purchased', the less it casts.

Usually the greater quantity of a

This unwarranted provision which somehow

slipped into the le.w 1-3.st year was defsating its own purpose inasmuch, as the public,
in order to

~scape

the surcharge bade nlL1;l'TOUS reYleated purchases o£ 49 or less.

Needless to say, bat:, Post Office clerks end their patro:ls .rill

~]e

elated to see this

add bit of legislation bounced.

*

*

*

As I write thiS, dmv.n the hall in the Hause Armed Services Sub-committee
chamber, Chairman Hebert and his collee.gues are firing (,uestions with machine-gun
speed at a rather apprehensive Admiral Charles

F.

Fax.

3arlier last lrreek Admiral Fox

marched into the heD.ring roam with his O1m exhibit under his arm.

A series of draw

ings or poders shm'ling the Navy's activities in standardizing prOCurement, his answer
to the "chamber of horrors," was all but lauGhed aut of the cor;unittee chaElber.

And

yet, a cartoon in a T'!ashincton paper recently de!,)icted Chairman Hebert being flung
around an the tail of a tiger re::::-resentin[ the Pentagon.

It would ind.icate that even

though the connnittee seer.IS to have the upper hand at this

~::oint

there are a goad deal

of uisgivinr;s as to what pmver the co'r'ittee actually will have to curb 1'raste once it
has been exposed.

1, substantial cut in military arl)ropriations might al'laken the

Pentar:r.on "brass. 1I

*
From the Nicr.,irran snOHS to the Trashington snmis this week came:

l"lartin E.

Kornbleuth, Joe Griswold, iil'. and l'irs. Gauthier, I'fr. and lit's. John VanderHal, all of
Grand Rapids; and

""0

I. DeBruyn of Zeeland.
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YOUR T'fASHINGTON REVIEvl

BY GERALD R. FORD, JR.
Traffic in this year 1 s Presidential ring looks rather hectic.

While Ike

because of his important assign-nent overseas hesitates on the very rim of the circle,
Taft and Kefauver jostle each other grasping for the slippery position at the center
of the ring.

Tru.Ben, due to his indecision on whether or not to run the gauntlet,

sparks the Whole chaos by

dashin~

Georgia, taking QdvantaBe of the

frantically in and out again as Senator Russell of
v~:nerable

from the sidelines almost unnoticed.

position of all the candidates slips in

Add to all this

t~e

flurry of speculation,

rumor and doubt predominating the political scene and youlll see why this year's Pres
idential arena is about the most hazardous spot to be in at this time.
Uith so many likely candidates being jockeyed into and out of position for
the Presidential race it is very probable that none of the potential nominees will
win a majority of the electorel votes on January 6th.

Should this occur, as it has

twice before in the history of the Unied States, the election is thrown into the
lap of the newly-elected House of Itepresentatives.
ceives one vote and

i'~

Each st::,te delegation then re

takes 25 of the 48 votes to get a certain candidate into the

~'lhite House Chrith its nel'/' solarium) for the next four years.

The Michigan delegation in the House of

Just imagine this possibility.

Representatives in this Congress has 12 Republican and five Democrat Representatives.
Assume this same ratio as the result of the election November
the House when it reconvenes in JanuaX"lJ, 1953.

4, 1952, prevails in

If the Republican candidate for

President gets e majority of votes throughout the state then there will be no problem.
Michigan! s Representatives could cast the Hichigan vote for the GOP candidate.

vJhat

would happen if a majority or plurality of the Michigan voters favored the Democratic
candidate?

T'lould that popular vote be a mandate to the f!l.ichigan Republican Represen

tatives to support the Demooratic Presidential candidate?

Or, should the GOP con

gressmen, assuming they are sti.ll in the majority in the j\;ichigc'.n delegation, cast
Michigan's vote for their candidate?

Cnly time will telll

In case the Vice President is not elected by the necessary majority in the
31ectoral College, a majority (49) of the 96 individual Senatorial votes will win
this coveted position.

The Senators themselves, becD,use the Vice President is the

presiding 'officer of the Senate, choose between the t1\'O vice presidential candidates
having the hi,ghest number of electoral votes.
This method of determining the outcome of a doubtful election vlent into
effect under the 20th amendment adopted in 1933.

Previous to this, in 1800 (Jefferson

~;;"

vs. Burr) the office of the Chief :executive and the vice presidency \lent to the crt-i'dates 1rrith the highest and nen highest number of votes respectively.

The contes~~d

Hayes-Tilden election 1:las decj,ded by a speciCl,l election commission in 11376.
~~

~j.

*

;':,'

.;, .
., ,)
'\-..:
,~/

,
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I

Last week :IvIonday was District day in the House of Representatives.
is the day on which legislation for the District of
Congressional procedure.

Colm~bia

This

runs the gamut of

fill interesting bit of eloquent debate arose on the delicate

topic of daylight saving time for the SIO thous::md residents of the nation's capital.
When the argument rose to an explosive pitch one

we~.l-meaning

champion of harmony

suggested that daylight saving t:iJne shall take effect thrO\.lghout the district Ilexcept
it shall not a.pply to and shall ha.ve no effect upon the operation of any offices or
agencies of the FE-der'll Govcrnrnent.1!

The r".9soning behind this vie suppose was that

no sacrifice is too great to avoid confusing constituents--or perhaps that govern
ment employees are so accustomed to confusion th::t a little more would make little
difference.

For myself, I ivas just a little baffled at the thought of getting to

work before I got up on the morning or getti.'I1g home at the same time I left the
office.

Happily, for the sanity of your congressman this particular amendment did

not go through.
This is just another reason why I believe that Congress should not be act
ing as the city

com~ission

or town council for the City of T1ashington.

vlashington

should have Hhome rulel! and the sooner the better.
~-

*

Some not unforeseen but nonetheless startling figures finally came to light
in the past week.

Battle casualties in President TrUman's flpo1ice actionll in Korea

now total more than 106,000 ""lith 18,458 dead and 12,624 missing.

life can only hope

that negotiations now in progress will come to a speedy llnd favorable conclusion.

*

*

*

On the more cheerful side, now that the fateful March 15thms passed, we
can be pretty certain thC'.t taxes won't

eo

any higher.

Right now more citizens are

giving more of their income to taxes than they did during v.Torld vIaI' II.

In some

cases, two out of every three dollars of busj.ness profit is eaten up in taxes.
dodging is costing billions; tax favoritism is causing big scandals.
apparent that the::::'e's only one way left for taxes to go.

Tax

It's pretty

That's downl

*
Visitors to Washington t'is week were:

Mrs. Lynn H. Clark and Bob Stoltz

of Grand Rapids.

*

·i

'\.

•

\
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BY GERALD R. FORD, JR.
It is pretty much taken for granted that a ,,;eekly co:.umnist has very little
chance to

II

seoopll anyone.

the old facts.

At

bes~,.

he hopes to captivate readers wi t11 a. new twist to

Bee.ring in r::ind the f'?ct that the daily newspape,rs have spre<"d the

news long a,go, I i,ronder how one

~oes

about editorializing on the birth of a newsonL

Little John Gardner joined Betty, Idke ilnd me last week Sunday morning,
weighing in at 6 Ibs. 15 oz.

So now mom, pop and big brother join forces to give

young Johnny an assist in facing the big Y-lroblem of growing up.
r'Te

time.

all want to th-mk our friends who sent their congratulations at this

It gives a kind of extra special 1'ffi.rmth to the occasion when your friends join

in to share the good news.
these profuse rejoicings:

One greeting struck a practical note in the midst of all
"Jerry, I think youlll find that the cost of raising

another dependent these de.ys comes to far more than the government allows in tax
exemptions. If

You seel

They do catch you coming and going 1

*
Pandemoni~~

of the week:

I lifted the telephone receiver to call the

Treasury Department for some j.nforrnntion about Defense bonds.

The operator snapped

the familiar "Capitolll and I went through the customary procedure of code numbers,
extensions, etc.

The next few hectic moments, I reflected later, were also not an

uncommon occurrence.
the

sa.~e

I was transferred to no less than eight different sections of

department, spoke to eight various

squeaky-voiced, gruff, drawling, patron

izing secretaries, each of whom know exactly Where I could get my information,
ly switched me to someone else \Jho in turn passed me on to another.

pro~pt-

After about ten

minutes of this process, Tr.y ;-;atience gave up the ghost 1Then an understanding soul
(number eight) offered to relieve me of my burden and call me when she had found the
information.
Heary, shaken and bewildered I set this experience up against the President's
proposed personnel expansion in

~lmost

every

gove~~ent

agency.

From where I sit it

looks like just a wee bit too much s p8cie,Uzation already.
tnother example of this same type of excess comes from a recent Budget Bureau
release which calculated that 3,632 governli1ent press agents blow the Truman bugle,
costing an outlay of over 17 million dollars of your tax money eo.ch year.

Have you

heard enough of the Administrgtion "tooters" or should these 3,632 press agents con
tinue to shower you with their expensive pUblicity?

Fraclcly, it appears that Congress

is fed up with this situation and as a result there may well be some ex-government
public relD,tions experts out in the cold trying to build up a little propaganda
their own behalf.

*

*

*

Your llashington Review - continued
I'Ir. Newbold Harris, the President I s alleged "graft clean-up" lTh:m, really
got himself in the T~shington frying pan, and most unnecessarily.

Even though Mr.

Truman was mighty tardy about tdcing any action to throw the IIbu..1J.s and hanger..-ons"
out of the Federal goverrunent, the belated appointment of a corruption hunter was a
step in thE; right direction.

Neybold Morris wit11 a little tact and sagacity, could

have stepped in and helped the Congress \-:eed out the grafters that seem to lurk in
the retinue of most of the agency "political big-wigs" in the nation's capital.
Instead of cooperating with the Congress, Hr. l-iorris has been antagonistic
to say the least.

In addition, fuel was

,~dded

to th0 flame by t!:le revelations be

fore a Senate investigating cO]'!ln:ittee thftt l-r. Horris and his New York law firm were

$100,000 beneficiaries in legal fees for the unusual,ship-sale deals following
i'lorld TTar II.
The House and Senate ur;;doubtedly ..ri,ll turn down the unusual powers the
President wants for his "puppet. 11
honestly feel that Mr. 110rrls

T'Jhy?

Because most of the members of Congress

emotionally unstable, naive to the extreme and only

duplicating the investigations which Congress has pursued successfully for over a
year.

*
Defense l<lobilizer Charles Z. "lilson last week brought good &nd long overdue
ne'",s to harassed consumers.

According to OPS authorities and probably in spite of

them, declining wholesale prices wiJ_l soon begin to have their effect on retail
prices.

Restrictions on producers of consumer goods are slowly being relaxed so that

with more consumer

good~ avai~able,

competition ,dll continue to force prices down,

particularly if Congress can reduce the President's outraeeously extravagant federal
budget.

Looks like ;., bright spot on the economic horizon and one always likes to

leave looking towc,rd br:Lrrhter prospects.

*
In -'ashington to greet the spring were:
Henry Sonneveldt, G. Bonfield, E.

~T.

t\.artin Verdier" Harold S. Sawyer,

Habighorst, Fritz Hueller, Jr., all of

Grand Rapids.
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