i I want to thank the distinguished Chairmaen, the Senator from
Nevada, and the distinguished ranking Republican member, the Senator
from Kentucky, for their warm and generous remarks, Although this is
a new experience for me, I realize it is also a new experience for you,
and for the American people, I feel that I am amgng friends, despite
anything I may ever have said about the other body on thé floor of the

other body. ;ifti—?sk you only to treat me as true friends treat one
and without guile, in

another, with directness, with candor, without favor JFFGRERERPEBEEEEK—

full and mutual awareness of the gg%ﬁgnoath we have all taken to the

Constitutiogn and our responsibility to the people of th§:;;:public.
('ggfore going further, I must add my gratitude to the two distinguished

Senators who;:igresent my home State in the United States Senate., Together,

‘11 Bob Griffi
gﬁ%%x&%ﬁ%ni%%: ﬁ?veréﬁgé% ggdygars here in Washington trying to outdo one

another in doing things for Mjchigan/and none of us is ready to concede
that contest yet, But I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge pub-
licly, before trying to trade a vote for a gavel, that Mjchigan and Grand

Rapids have given me far more than I could eveir give them, auﬂ:$h§&=ﬂxnn

siould beie{ly_and
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lYet I am deeply conscious that today the Congress and the citizens we

represent lﬁ;;ii are embarking upon a historic voyage into uncharted S ¢
ou
I come before?hs the nominee of the President of the United States to £ill

a vacancy in the office of Vice FPresident of the United States under the
provisions of the 25th Amendment to the Constitution, for which é‘gj;t"ing
Senators and 9 | ﬂg pwesent Members of the House voted in 1965 and which
the Legislatures of 48 States subsequently ratified,

[_l_pight note that the State where I was born, Nebraska, was the first

to ratify the 25th Amendment.



As you might guess, I have recently reviewed the debate on the
25th Amendment and there is little doubt that most of our attention
in framing it was centered on the question of Presidential succession,
on filling a vacancy in the Presidency.[Section 2, which dealt with
the problem of filling a vacancy in the Vice Presidency, was a subsid-
iary issue in our minds, despite the fact that on 16 occassions, xnfxfsx
@xteERXxwlfor a total of 37 years in ourﬁ%
the nation has been withouéwv*€:ce Presidenfgfer—one*11nﬁnnr1ﬂr§nutheri
ZVice Fresidents have died 2and they have resigned, but until now they
have never been replaced. Until now they have always been elected, at first
separately but most of the time together with the President, by’igg Electoral
College whisl=hss—been chosen for that purpose by all the people., One Vice-
£ ichard Mern HJV’ >
President, ,//\\\~was elected by the Senate in 1837 under the 12th Amendment
when the electoral vote was tiedfﬂé:izz;;é is the first time in history
that both the Senate and the louse of Representatives have been required
to advise and consent to the President's nomination of a Vice President,
ngiig.are not ordinary times nor, I suppose, will theNtihés efer be
ordinary when the 25th amendment must be invoked. I want to assure you,

~

the members of this committee

and all my colleagues in the Congress, that i/éppreciate and ToXXIy¥ share

your determination to considei:T{qunlifications and fitness for the second

office of the Republ%:fﬁfzﬁ_;;e utmost diligence and carq? I would not want
it otherwise, not for the sake of the country we all love, not for your sakes
and certainly not for mine,

z I am a member of this Congress. I have a vote and a responsibility

under the Constitution which is the sa;e as yours, Under the circumstances,

A
I|will [probably B to vote "Pre§ent" when my nomination is before
the ypuse,qvﬁk;;;om has compelled me to do/ in the last votes for Speayer,

*bb‘/b‘»ac :} 91;‘?‘ &7( /J_,,,‘,’)-t )" “'\F”” /‘ ’--—f":idc/‘)‘{_,; W’)l“ /;



&0y } s
You know, #mx life $e=fdy plays some funny tricks on yew, Here

I have been trgini wit? might and main for 25 years to become Speaker

2
of the House oWtGemew I'm a candidate for President of the Senate, where

:17 hereyov T s wevidin e

gunrfmn ly vote once in a blue moon and thev—never—iet—‘ﬁu—Speak ~Bu6 o

I really recommend Mel Lajrd and Hugh Scott-and one othea\l won't tell

&ﬂzr%he President didn't pay any attention to my advice,.
' I know you are going to have a lot of questions for, me, but there
b)
are two big ones ¥ perhaps I can answer at the start. What makes you,

d
Jerry Ford, qualified to be Vice President of the United State;? What

h
kind of a Vice President would you F% be?

lLet me take the second cuestion first. How do I !iiﬂx regard the

offlco of the Vice Presidenéy -- in the climate and context of right now,

J 1y termeol Hhe f fure.w ~~
teday—aad—%omonnown History isn't much help here, except recent h 1story,

Americans
which we have all lived., There are only three living who have held

this high office, and three weeks ago at the White House one of them tolq

) | Vk<¢,61Vu4453
l;zgg’flrst two telephone calls I got aftir that announcemen?\?ere

from thew former Vice Aresldent%m-um‘; generous good wishes

I will always be gratéfull

me he wanted me to take the job,

XY XN AR YXE!

t Events at home and abroad piy¥e moved so swiftly since that night

that I have not had much time for scholarly homework on the duties of

the Vice Presidency, or even to collect my own feelings at the sudden

A
change in my o%ﬁ%fagzgf lifeJ?My thqghts have been mixed =~ pride in
the confidence which President Nixon ’E§§i§§£¥%1£§§1g312¥3ig§§p satinfartion
that 1itl apparentlﬁ is shared’ by hundrgs offhe?’old friends and colleagues_,

in the Congress, and throughout the country. A touch of sadness at the



l//

—

é/ thought of leaving the floor of the House of Representatives whlch/{as
nesy v half
my famlly will tell you has been cb-c.: oe [ o'o.o':o s o Yy life.

j Something flke awe ’A\astonlshment at the magnitude of t new respon-
At Tre WM have_ Ny

sibilities I have been asked to assume, smé—a-mew sense of determination

and purpose to do my best to meet them. %

%_Ef I first ran for Congress in 1948 -- the same year one of
/ﬂigreatest Vice Presidents ever to succeed to the Presidency was
renewing his lease o\ the White ilouse by &@Pwhacking the Republican
80th Congress with hammer and tongs == I have believed that public office
is a public trust.ﬁthat any man or woman who wins the votes of a majority
of his fellow @c citizens has a solemn obligation to serve them
faithfully and well, and to do them as much.?udié as they have done bim.

‘ Now s#t I'M contemplating the first public office to which I sha&

not be elected by the people, but by my peers 1n the Congress, as bhei'!'
representativesy ‘b&s the first candidate to be so chosen, I W
and welcome the fact that this committee, as it should, will inquire
fully into my worth}ness to have the trust of the Nation,

llthis century)32 men have been chosen by the two major parties as
candidates for Vice President, and 19 of them have served in the House or

the Senpte or both, Of the 15 who won, 9 have served in the Congress and
e [ reve he belte
Sdaage there is nof training school for this :]Ob —my——prror—exp'é?"e_‘e-rs-‘

W,‘ I am proud to be a Member of Congress and if I hﬂe
\t’) ;:w{ ambition in a nutshell, "I—wmrtd-—’l-rke to become as—welit
respected;by all the American people as I have been by my good friends in
the 5th District of Michiganl for the past 25 years,

Liké, most%%'us';\‘v.h’;\s.erve in Congress my public life has been an

p ]
open book -- carefully reread every two years by my constituent%"a—-



mpaigsx the door to my office in Washington £=k has been open, ==
not only to my constituents but to any citizens uﬂui;nnn( to discuss

with me their views and their problems relating to legislation and

&Vve

the Federal government -- or fo satisfy their curloﬂglty as to what
ho o canf2ets wrth pe L Eprese snfed dlprp:

a Congressman looks like, Thls . part gfxour job, and since 1965 when

23447

I became hlnorlty Leader of the House by the landsllde margln of

veies. xt has become more and more national in character, I not only

-
think an open door is a duty, but I have learned a lot f£mxx from the

b

people who pass through 1t those who agree with me and those who dont,

Perhaps the biegsest misgivinég have about the Vice Pressdency

is that such gontactswith all kinds of people w#Fl be more difficult_c

and that my friends %op calling me Jerry,
1\ has
AN el In the last three weeks “ot only/my public life been an open

<;;;/////;;;§f331 my prlvate 11feAas well. Once I told the President I'd accept --
that . ) r.'»’;‘\

9

I guess I told h1m/hlthough I'm not sure he gave me any cho1ce -= I ma

=g o7 { Benvied e 3
4he firm declslon, o make available to this Committee an the Judlclany ’5

.444a~4<1 omftﬁua,ennnl¢rJLru,4¢ET‘~
e, every avallable record relating to my public

service, my personal finances, my health and my wife and children,
DAz
and to respond as fully and accurately as possible to every?hnlesg.inquiry.
I asked all public officials, federal, State and local, and all
persons or agencies that have custody of records regarding me to make
them fully and speedily available, including all of my campaign finances,

office and personal bank accounts -- even pw, children's savings accounts --

confidential
my income tax records and/financial disclosure reports required by House

rules, all correspondence of my Congressional Office and the records of

my accountant in Grand Rapids, including a‘ﬂﬁiijstatement of my New® Worth,

lo catlnF
igg’_has 'een a monumental job, just/dlgglnm out the records Iﬂégii h § hav€’—

in(tﬁv‘gﬁort time we=ﬂ!d. but I believe ﬂg have answered every request un-

..,.:

reservedlyyand I want t

because of fﬁg)importance of’thésminquirve
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f{vifﬁfli?ve you and the Congress and the American people must ool

Thet L am
fully satisfy wourselfes that I am worthy of your trust and fit to

perform the duties of the Vice Presidenty,

ia#e—ﬁhouid—sU‘chreéilf_ffinot a saint, and I'm sure I have done things

I might have done better or differently or not at alkl

.J_hopo—gmanter%*an&ihavg/ﬁeft undone things that I should have done, But

I shimk and hope that I have been ‘konest with myself ;;E)others,lnﬂx

a by

}?féifhful to my friends and fair to my opponents, ;EHXhéve tried my best

to make this great government we have work for the good of all Americans.
C%&President Eisenhower had a very simple rule‘;;% I have never heard

of a better one for people in public office !ii who have to make decisions:

get all the facts and all the good counsel you can, and then do what's

best for America.

- Eugane V Rostow, VlewS
qu My old ii.x professor at Yale,/whe—is—Tow dean of Yale Law School,

who did a distinguished tour of duty at the State Department during the

vy ¥
.

Johnson Administration took the

time to write me a warm and inspiring letter upon my nomination, I would

the master
like to share some of his words with you, because still says

things much better than his pupil:
aggggp(Lfead from actual lette;:>
The Constitutional duties of a Vice President are‘few, and his
Btatutory duties while numerous do not really define role. It is
trite and &&¥—3oD cynical to sum it »11 up by saying the Vice President
_does whatever the President wants him to, and no more, I have a different
%4%:;E4-d I hope a broader one, It is based on the uniqueness of my sit-
uatifin and, above ajl, on the greatest single need of our country today,.
(_E—fealize, of course, that 2lmost exactly a year ago President
' AMﬁ“'éﬂ?‘ &

Nixon and Vice President Agnew were elected by majoritjes of

the people in 49 of the 50 states, Not only that, but the President was



running on his record of four yearexand was re-elected by a massive

majority who approved of his program and his policies as they had been

tried and tested over that period., I fought hard for those programs fiigl_
as 5% Republican Leader in the House,
in the Congressysmg I defended them vigorously all over the country and

I I
on the campaign trail_ and have no apologleSgian_ihat f being for
J

and its candidates

your President and for your party/disqualifies you from V1ce Pres-

L But while I feel a strong obligation to recognize the Presidential

mandate of 1972, I am also very much mindful of the Congressional mandate

el

oF—thmri same/glection ggy.:TheﬂeamefAmericans who Bave the Repfiblican

President a margin\gf Y - iifg votes also gave the Senate a Democratic

majority of <[ to

; e House a Democratic majority of '/ 3to'J:>,
ARl TIT
' The Founding Fathe r/k>ever intended ~- and the American people in

1972 never intended -- to paralyze and cripple the government in Washington,

But responsible c1t1zens and ssspnaa:hie leaders in both partles are Jah
,thz1rhappen;ng I have serVed 1%{‘>ESZUbllcan'—hu~&\
<
and e
uring
Democratic Congresses, amd I have served three “emocra& c and two
-—
Repubplican Pres1dencles.'lld the course of 25 years I've stood with

beginning to worry_

Congress

the Congress when it was right and with the President when he was rlght,

S vt Hheéxecvhve or _::‘3
in my judgmentA.regardless of which party contolled which bruch'ﬁt‘the

,~.,‘~

I know from firsthand experience that almost without exception the V\,
and women J who prefer
people in their wisdom send to Congress men/who are reasonable, mwkximsiy
action to inaction, who are capable of compromise, St who love their
eountry_a;§§efe concerned for the future of the oldest representative
republic on earth,

<:%E:E—E?ow these men and women can work together because I have worked

together with them the best years of my life,



(\?o I come back to the first question: What makes you, Jerry

Ford, qualified to be ¥smsiwwh Vice President of the United States?

Ay answer is that I belleve I can be a bridoegp—a—bedly g
a Naol fore Halm o0 Tir Aomeodic frorr;

oury between the White House and Egﬁ&éa}.ﬂ;}%
ﬂ&)Gres1dent and the ecually em

\_Le7e1ect10n
between the/mandate of t

of the493rd Congress, and I believe I can do this -- not because I

phatic mandate

know vesy much about the Vice Presidency =- but because I know the

Congress of the United States and the President of the United States

~Rmptccancsnitxas as well and -as—leng—amd as intimately as anybody dees

I count most of the members of the Senate and of the liouse as

my friendsy, B have been wonderfully kind and sincere

during these hectic days in volunteering support and encouragement

trnmn tha 11 0vI2

to me, The President of the United States has been my friend eiwee—

A from Californi
he was a second-termer/in the House an?f%ook tlme %/; freshman

to mak
MW
from Michigan feel welcome, He has never lied to me)a!d my good friends

in the Congress m&p lied to me.>=@®#xX1 have never lim"

to them even when they might have wanted to hear something shertof the
,, 7 rhovece )D,r N a5 vu-ﬂ‘mun-‘ ‘l

b 4

truthg anqkthat is the way I intend to cont1nu§é}‘

is the glue that holds government together, and not only goverment, but

civilization itself,

r i

prowise T4
So gentlemen, I hdii“Tﬁ?‘jﬁa to answer your guestions and start

200

qnunﬁaeénr that promise right nozi I know you W111 not pull any punches

—

m the American people %{never fOI‘f;lVe any of us 1f you do.i

=

—
It is my intention to replace misunderstand1ng w1th understandlng,[to

- W /\ "’ I S -~ ey '-'—A —
substitute. trutl’ for untruthsJ andpto disagree when, necessary:;without.

L-l-'l 4 - , - 2 &
eing] disagreeable St



Lff—have all taken the same oath before God and under the Constitution,

a_
and we are today charged with the duty of trying and testing ene=gfo

br)nc'ﬂb by ot the PSFA Awmend nre 3‘>

us had a voice and a vote 1n [\rrrtmg—m;md ﬁ‘om\/t
: s

like to quote two d1st1ngu15hed Senators -- anonymously, since

I hope you will not throw too many of my\géa words from the Congressional

ax (@ x
Record back in—my—face;—
"At a time of national crisis,

! One, a Yemocrat, f;;;;) observed that Jthe public would not tolerete
n
the playing of politics in the choice of a Vice President, Another, a

_ Republican, noted that "The security of olir nation demands that the office

of the Vice President should never be left vacant for long,"

:,“ nese i Q_?ﬂ&
<:¥ZE/i§ree with both #he’  distinguished Senators, and als?/Wi h the only
L e 7~
N3 . @5

American who, ever served successively as Speaker of the louse andAPres-

ident of the Senate, John Nance Garner,

C:%Il:§sg who have known how to compromise intelligently have rendered great
service to their country," said "Cactus Jack", probably sitting right in
the Capitol Office which I now occupy as Minority Leader. "The most

constructive laws on our statute books have been put there
by intelligent compromose --- that does not mean that men haveto abandon
fundamentals of basic principles,"

ST

] " pt
15 >lways to suppor

That LS my plntform, rentlemen, truth and 1nte111went compromise. And

pledge Fo you »nd 4o 1he Awmerigolpeople Ehat ) Fam vudﬁUb“ their; s Proeideyt Eisephy,,,
4 —ever—in doubt --‘dv-whatlglbest for Amerlcyh Thank you for your ey "
S — e L \o;// /
courteous attention, Sl ' i“,w o
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