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t-!HEN THE 25TH M.mlUl·mNT OF THE COllSTI'l'UTION t·rAS BEING CONSIDERED 1~ DECADE 

JiGO, rr i'!AS POnlTED OUT THAT DJ ONE PRESIDENTIAL 'rERf;f OUT OF THREE THE COONTRY 

HAD BEEN l'IITHOUT A VICE PRESIDENT. ALTHOOGH THERE JW) AU:A YS BEEN A SUCCESSOR 

TO THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT READY UNDER OUR LAUS TO ASSWE 1.'HAT OFFICE, SINCE 

CONGRESS HAD MADE STATUTORY PROVISIOn THEREFOR t-!HEN THERE l'!AS NO VICE PRESIDEJ.lT 

TO SUCCEED, t'E Dll OUR GElmRATION THOUGHT rr BETTER POLICY TO FILL VACANCIES m 

THE OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT AS THEY OCCUR. AND SO THE 25TH AMENilviENT IMPOSES 

UPON THE PRESIDElJT THE DUTY TO Nruii'IATE A VICE PRESIDENT, t-1110 SHALL TAKE OJ'li'ICE 

UPON CONFIRMATION BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS. 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HAS CH!-\RGED OUR CCMUTTEE TO RIOC:a+lEND 

miETHER NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER, OFT~ STATE OF I~·~ YORK, NOMIN/iTED BY PRES:t»Errl 

FORD TO FILL AI~ EXISTING VACAl~CY m THE OFFICE OF VICE PRESID~lT OF THE UNITED 

STATES, SHOULD BE CO~WIRi'.mD AS VICE PRESID~JT BY THE HOUSE. 

SINCE HISTORY HAD TAUGHT US TH!~T D! ONE PRESIDENTIAL ~1 OUT OF THREE 

A VACANCY HOULD OCCUR IN Tim OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT, CONGRESS Aim THE COUNTRY 

~·:ERE ON IiOTICE THAT UE l·IOULD liJO'r mFREQUEi~LY BE CALLliD UPON TO PERF<>m·f UlmER 

SECTIOIIT 2 OF THE 25TH Al·lEI'IDMENT - BUT l'lONE COULD FORESEE THAT THE SAI.\IE CmlGRESS 

li/OULD ~·!ICE BE CALLED UPON TO FILL J\ VACJ'ui!CY IN THAT HIGH OFFICE. SUCH, 

HOt·JEVER, HAS BEEN OUR LOT IN HISTORY. 

PRECISELY A YEAR AGO THIS Cct·f4ITTEE v!AS ENGAGED Dl EXAMINING THE 

CREDENTIALS OF GERALD R. FORD, THEN MINORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE, TO BE VICE 

PRESIDElfl'. HITHot.JT PRECEDENT TO GUIDE US, HE DETERMINED TO EXAlaNE D!TO MR. 

FORD'S PERSONAL AND POLttiCAL BACKGRMID t•Wi!UTELY. AliD TODAY, FOLLOHING OUR 

PRECEDENTS OF A YEAR AGO, 1-!E ARE EXAl.WUNG MR. ROCKEFELlER D•l SD-IILAR FASHION• 

I DO NOT SUGGEST THAT OUR ADVERSARIAL APPROACH AUD !Ur!\JTE INVESTIGATION ARE 

IMPROPER. ON THE CONTRARY, I BELIEVE UE ARE ;\D.HERRING TO STANMRDS t-!JIICH THE 
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STA~RD, BECAUSE TtrlO YEARS HEI'ICE OUR POLITICAL PP,RTIES l'liLL Na<ID!ATE PRESI· 

DEI~IAL AND VICE PRESIDENTIAL CA:i~IDIDA'l'ES l~ITHOUT PUTT:UIG THEM TO THE TES'l' OF 

AN ADVERSARIAL DNESTIGATIOH. AliiD THE ELECTORATE trriLL CHOOSE A\10I«J TJDll.i 

HITHOU'l' BEimFIT OF ANY INQUIRY APPROACHDJG n~ THOROUGHNESS THAT ~JHICH PRESIDR 

FORD MID GOVERNOR ROCIW'ELLEH HAVE SUB.UTTED TO. 

lmAT IS OUR ROLE n'l THIS PROCESS? SOME BELIEVE TR'\T D'l CONFIRMil'IG A 

VICE PRESIDENT DESIGimTE, COlllGRESS ACTS AS THE SURROOATE OF THE PEOPLE, THAT 

CONGRESS ELECTS A VICE PRESIDEI·IT, ACTING FOR THE PEOPLE. OTHERS TlWJK OF IT 

AS THE TRADITIONAL ADVICE AliD COifSEET TO A .PRESIDEln'lAL APPOil'fJ:MENT. PROBABLY 

THE PRACTICAL AHS'i'JER IS SOt\iE OF OOrH. BUT ONE THD~G IS CLEAR, FR<M THE 1)28AfES 

MID REPORTS OH THE 25TH AMEHDMIDlT: THE PHESIDElllT IS EI~TITLED TO A VICE 

PRESIDEll!T OF HIS Oi·ml PARTY, ONE UHO KILL HORK ' '!lTH HIM AND NOT AGAINST HIM, 

Oii!E HHCAVI HE FINDS COMPATIBLE TO THE PROGRAMS AliD POLICIES OF HIS AJI4I.t.1IS'l'RATION. 

m ORDER TO ASSURE THAT PUBLIC POLICY, THE CONGRESS CAl~ THROUGH ITS FUNCTIOO! 

OF CONFIRMATION PlACE m OFFICE ONLY .A NCMnmE OF THE PRESIDEI'IT. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, THIS COMMITTEE AS PRESENTLY cct4POSED HAS HAD CONSIDE.AABI.aE 

EXPERJ»ICE nr CONSTITUTIONALLY BASED INVESTIGATIOll AND n~W:RY. HE AHE lED TO 

BELIEVE THAT OUR PREVIOUS ACTIVITIES HAVE BROUGH'!' CREDIT TO THE HOUSE OF 

BEPBESEl'l'l'ATIVES. I AM CONFIDEiiT THAT DURING mE PRESENT HEAlUNG i·!E HILL DO 

NOTHDTG TO DD·i THAT LUSTER. 

EDV!.ARD HUTCHINSOIS, M.C. 
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