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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ma!Lc..h 1 4 , 1 9 7 4 

Vea.Jt MM. Fo.tr.d, 

I app.tr.e.clue.d 1.>o mu.c..h you..tr. :thou.ght6u£ 
le.;t;te..tr., and I am delighted ;tha,t you. W-iU 1.>e..tr.ve. 
Cl6 Hono'1.a!Ly ChcU1unan 06 :the. Ve.c..o.tr.a.,t{_ve. Ah..:t6 
Comm-Ltte.e. no.tr. The. B.lcU.JL HoMe.. Although Vavid 
and I W-iU be. unable. :to join you. on Ma!Lc..h 22nd 
60.tr. :the. .tr.e.c..e.ption a,t B.lcU.JL HoMe., I woul.d be. 
ple.Cl6 e.d :to !.> e..tr.ve. M a me.mbe..tr. o 6 :the. c..omm-Ltte.e. 
and have. 1.>o noli6ie.d :the. 066ic..e. 06 Amba1.>1.>ado.tr. 
Smoak.. 

With g.tr.a,ti;tu.de. and my bv.i:t wi.6hv.i alway!.>, 

M!L6. Ge..tr.ald R. Fo.tr.d 
514 C.tr.own Vie.w Road 

Sinc..e..tr.e.ly, 

Ale.xand.tr.ia, Vi.tr.ginia 22314 

Digitized from Box B2 of the Gerald and Betty Ford Special Materials at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Mrs. Dwight David Eisenhower II 
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MAR 1o198f 
MAR 17 198/ 

Mrs. Gerald Ford 
P.O. Box 927 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

Dear Mrs. Ford, 

March 12, 1987 

I am sure without a moment's hesitation that you are being inundated with messages 
of gratitude, admiration and with hundreds of queries which hopefully will lead to healing 
for many alcoholics and their families. I have always admired you and am sure your 
program is doing a lot of good. 

All that said, it is painful for me to address one of the points made in the ABC 
television film of your story. It is a point you and President Ford made in your memoirs 
as well and I regret more than I can say that I did not query you at the time the books 
were published. It is contended that the Nixons instructed the household staff not to 
speak to them, as they did not believe in "fraternizing." The implication is that my 
parents were insensitive and cold--snobs as well. It is a cruel characterization and of 
all the anti-Nixon gossip, the most far-fetched. 

My parents spent lrours talking with the maids and butlers about everything from 
their favorite ball teams to the doctorate one of the doormen's sons was studying for to 
the politics of the day. They took doorman Freddie Mayfield with them to Florida on a 
vacation in order to help him achieve his dream of a real fishing trip. As far as we 
know, my parents were the only President and First Lady to invite every member of the 
household staff to the White House as guests (the church services), totally apart from an 
annual staff-only party. The list goes on. Evidently, you heard complaints, but I wish 
you had paused to consider the pressures on household and official staff during that 1974 
transition which may have led them to say things which they knew to be untrue. 

My parents during twenty-eight years in public life, which encompassed Ilve 
national campaigns and five and a half years in the White House, always cared deeply 
about their close official and personal staff. I do not see any point in publicly d isputing 
what you said, but I just wanted to let you know how I f eel. 

Sincerely, 

fa 
cc ~ ///!sor---,~ L'~ 
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04/04/2003 11 36 EISENHOWER PAGE 01 
..... 

TO: *s. Ford 
: 

I 

FROM: ~ulie Eisenhower 

Dear Mfs. Ford, 

. A! "little bird" -- Lee nnenberg _.:.. t ld me yesterday that . it 
is you~ birthday tomorrow. May I be amon the first of y ur many 
friend~ and admirers to wis you a happy ay! 

~t was a pleasure seei g your Jack a d Susan at Lynd Robb's 
get-to~ether this fall. My ope today is t at on your birt day you 
are s'frrounded by your spe ial family a d your friendr:; as you 
celebr~te another milestone . 

W~th affection, and wi h warm greeti gs to President Ford, 
S~ncerely, 

. April 7, 2003 




