






















































































































































































5. California: same deal as women - big vote and needs its own strategy document
- both primary and general - or it will be a persistent headache throughout. In past
campaigns, you would be surprised at how divisive California became within the

gﬁ") core planning groups as to how much of the campaigns’ resources should be
allocated to this mega state. 2000 is like a two-country election: California and the
other 49. 1I'd do one or two of the No. 1 focus groups, above, in California, plus
some strategic issue polling this year. Also, No. 3 applies here.

| think the common denominator to all five of these is that they are important and
the public opinion information is out there now for us to collect, i.e., much of the
information won’t change with time and events.

Other Matters

VNS exit poll results: We need them for the 1996 Republican primaries. If nothing
else, they will give us the basic demographic profiles of who votes, state by state. Do you
have these already? We are looking into getting them and there likely will be a cost
involved.

Abortion Issue: My advice on the abortion issue is don’t, under any circumstances,
revise one little point on what GWB has already said. It drives everyone crazy when the
candidate begins to "clarify” his abortion position. Clarifying is almost always perceived as
waffling, and this is one issue not to waffle on. One thing | may have missed - has GWB
made a statement on the abortion plank in the Party platform? (Roy Blunt said he would
discuss the politics of this issue with me, and, of course, | can consult with Ashcroft.)

Health Care Issue Staffer: It may be a bit early to be thinking about issue staff
people, but, by chance, | met a law school woman who is specializing in health care law.
(She also is a registered nurse!) She could be our Debbie Steelman. She is a Republican
and likes Bush. | am attaching her resume. She appears perfect for this role. Should |
share it with Goldsmith?

Swing ‘98 Essay: | finished my essay on the 1998 election (what it means) and
mailed you a final copy. | think it has more in it than what | sent you a while back. Did
you receive? | can send more copies, if needed.

Market Strategies National Monitor: We started our national surveys again, and |
put the Republican presidential primary ballot in it. | will send you a separate memo on the
subgroup results. This is the analysis we were sending you last year where we built up
the subgroup cell sizes over a number of polls. | am starting that analysis fresh this year.
A couple more nationals are needed to stabilize the subgroup results.

Public Poll Summary, Memo and Tables: A couple of days ago we sent you (fax
and fed-ex) our summary of the public poll results on 2000. Essentially, horse race data.

This is the third time for this summary. Did you see? Do you like?



