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VIETNAMESE CHILD Karl 4 whose adoption has been placed in"
question by a federal court action in San Francisco, plays at All’

her.

COURT DECISION’S EFFEcrw»«mew i

Saints Nursery School with Dlane Bartlett, who Is trying to adopt

—News-Press photof

(ol &

Musl KCll’I go through
another  crisis perlod2

By Jenny Perry
* ‘News-Press Staff Writer

Four-year-old Kari Barnett is a blossoming
pupil at All Saints Nursery School.

She is also one of 1,850 children from South -
Vietnam directly affected by a U.S. District
Court decision In San Francisco.Tyesday calling

for individual review. of circumstances sur-- ' Presidio by Mrs, Barnett on April 7 and transt-
G l‘OLmdllxg availatility for adapnon

Mr. and” Mr€ *Levwis (Buddy)” Barmett, 151,

“Torg:Lidsyen NT. et parents for one-fourth of *

et ity strongly believe that Kari-has had .
more than her share-of survival uncertainty.

4 qourt case dragging on for fgur or five
years is the last thing Kari needs,"” said Diane
Barnest today. “‘And the others, too, are here’
now. What kind of readjustment problems are
ahead for any of them that do turn out to have’
yearning mothers or extended families waiting
for them in Vietnam?

“Our Kari survived the C-5A crash that
killed 200 adulty and children fleeing Saigon in

Apri] last year,” she said. '‘She saw the people .

who had been taking care of her for two years
disintegrate before her eyes.”

MRS. BARNETT said Karl has also sur-
vived:
—Abundonment atbirth,

—Eighteen months at the largest orphanage -
" in South Vietnam,

—Being turned over to a malnutrition ¢enter
for treatment.
—Medical oplmon lhal she could not be cer-

Ah..ul b

»\uAIJ:ﬂ*P

tified for adoption because she was autistic.
~—Physical and psychologlcal therapy that
proved she was not, by Friends for All Children
adoptlve agency \Vllh headquarters in Boulder
Colo. -
--Cerufncanon for adoptxon JastJ anuary
.—The crash and another plane trip.
‘—Being picked up at the:Sam Fr&hﬁi!fd

o

tloniritd 4 Targe and lovlng family that lncludes

.....

¥

W’O mnérmumrmm mmth@m@ﬂhuﬁ. i

“NOW L ask you. should sheclmutwe tobea’
““pawn in ‘political power gameg- qne mlnute’?’ !

longer”‘ asked Mrs. Barnett. )

The legal uncertainty — which can also
prevent Kari and others from recelving certain
social services available only to those legally
residing in the U.S. — grew out of interviews
with three Vietnamese young people arriving
last April in San Francisco who said they had
relatives alive and well in Saigon, . -

A class action suit, Nguyen Da Yen et al _‘ v

versus Henry Kissinger, was filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court charging that the young people had
been kidnaped and askmg that all be retumed i

THE HEARING before Judge Spencer Wll

It resulted in a decision to set up a panel of
three experts representing the plaintiffs, who

, are being advised by the well known radical at- .-

torney, Wllllam Kunstler the defendants, and a

. !;\ [‘.\

~llams In tha federal building Tuesday has a
bearing on whether class actlon Is appropriate.

SQQPGSQK'QSCOL " L3 R "'oxa
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+ Lowney, Jenny Perry, Cewey Schurman,
Sharon Millern, Jerry Rankin, Walker A. Tompkins (historian); Colyr . ruomas L. Kieveland, Beverley Jackson; Goleta
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Plight of refugee child
plane for San Francisco. There she was put
in the care of the Barnetts.

Last April a group of Vietnamese young
people who claim to have relatives in

Monday, January 26, 1976

King Solomon has been admired down
the ages for his wisdom in deciding which
woman had a valid claim to motherhood of
a baby, He ordered the infant cut in half,
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Ed:fonal
- Medicine 1n a 'V acuum ?

Last April, 1,600 Vietnamese chlldren
were flown to San Francisco in “‘operation
Babylift.”” Many of the children had

'senous med"il’ problems and Bay Area
- hospltals and health-service agencies were

placed under unusual stress in coping with
the serious situation. Many of the children
had mothers and fathers or aunts and
uncles back in Vietnam who could have
cared for their own children. Indeed, it
was a “pediatric disaster.”

Last November, some eight months
after the panic-filled last days before the
victory of the Provisional Revolutionary
Government,.the U. S. Court of Appeals in
San Francisco ordered a judicial review of
the records of each Vietnamese “‘orphan.
The decision was in response to a suit
brought by the Ad Hoc Committee to
Protect the Rights of Vietnamese
Children, which contended that many of

the children brougﬁt to the U.S. actually

had relatives in Vietnam to whom they

should be returned.
“The decision not only paved the |

way for the possible return of many of the
orphans but it alsa provides an im-

Mortant  footnote to the Oct. 2, 1975 article

in the New ‘England Journal of Medicine,

“Planmng for a Pediatric ‘Disaster: Ex-

perience with 1,600 Vietnamese Or-
phans.” by S. Alex Stalcup (Chief
Resident in Pediatrics at
Hospital), et al.

The entire operation, as documented in

the Stilf_t_x_;_)_fg,trtz,tcle. relied heavily on the -
voluntary _efforts _of numerous. UCSF

faculty students, and workers — many of
whom gave their time and energy in goo_d
faith to an ostensibly “humanitarian”

relief effort based on the ‘impression that

these were indeed orph)a)g‘s&
being aided by their work.

The article made no reference. however,
to the question whether in fact the e 1,600

children were in fact orpgags ' or to the 3
allegatnons that the entlre dgsaster ‘was

who were

in fact a last-minute product:on “of the -

U.S. war’ ’propaganda effort. The only
mention of the controversy surroundmg
the arrival of the ‘“orphans™ was' the "
following: ‘Thls operatnon _generated

oo B an el g

that many

Moffitt
. .with the-political machine, pushed for-

: Hrrdﬁ"”ﬁ“uﬂ

back in Vxetnam WOndered where their. ...

S

hostrhl from Certam elements of the
commuml‘y_ Plans must include strategies

- to deal with the possible hostile activity

_ from some _community groups and to
* control cunous. non -essential people,
_including the pr press e 22 <k

The primary. ‘Thostility generated by thg
operatron was not directed against the

“orphans™ or the voluntecrs who were
wo’rﬂffé with them, but against those in
Kls_sTﬁgé'rTET;l.) who were believed to be
using the *‘orphans’ for their own political
ends. The war was in its desperate final
days and the “Babylift” was emotional
fodder to rally public support for the U.S.
Government's_war_effort. Some medical
ﬁé‘ﬁ[‘)’l'e—may have been willing agents in this
deception, others simply never _qQuestioned
the motives mmptmns uuderlymg the
operafion.
~Several volunteers did discover evrdence
. _ma orphdns were b‘ut'wtem-
ﬁ?ﬁanly placcd n orphanages for safe-

""" helr lamllles ‘At this point, int, if

a fullscale_investigation had begun and
the placement p: placement process halted, full medical
assistance could have’ con(mued, no CF ild
who had been mistakenly labeled “or-

- phan” need have been dispensed to a new

home. Instead, he or she could have been
properly _repatriated. However, the
medical machine, in inexcusable harmony
ward. ' The-

“orphans” were funnelled

)

‘mplaced in__homes
while thelr parents

throug,h ‘the medncal'«nage operatnon and

“Successfully

chxld ren were .

B YTy

There is’ a.'lesso’p lo'be learned from thxs
experience aside from the valid points
made in the NEJM article about the need
for adequate planning for a “‘pediatric

- disaster.”” The lesson is that medical
L ek BB
- operations do not take place in a vacuum

— there are some very reaJ personal and

; polmcal consequences to what we do. Even

in the ® xmmmence of the disaster,” it is
. important to ask in whose interests we are'
actually working. = ° :

g s R TTITEON
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ans have quesuoned the
'y of Operation Babylift
ietnam, but they do not
hat each year thousands
ndoned children of pure
~ixed® race are brought
)m Korea—22 ycars aft-
t war. In one scene
e watches as an adop-
orker literally tears a
race child out of the
of its weeping bar-girl
r, telling her it is “for
son’s own good"” We

e the specter of wealthy *

ies using the “excess
n of the poor to replen-
~ir own dwindling baby
ts, rather than support-
»grams to help destitute
s keep their children.
ssive governments like
Korea allow these ar-
ients as a way to avoid
'wn social and economic
sibilities, while pressur-
e adoption agencies not"
eal the circumstances of
i's_origins and abandon-
lest it be embarrassing
m. How many uprooted
n can be as lucky as

Lee Heh and Holly to have
a Ruth Gruber in their lives,
as well as an adoptive mother
who is not threatened with
the reality of tben’ back-

:grou MW

At the close of tbe book |
Marjorie and her two girls are
watching Operation Babylift on
TV as the huge American cargo
plane crashes in flames taking
two hundred children to hormi-
ble deaths. While acknowledg-
ing that many of the children in-
volved in the other flights were
not orphans, the authors do
not question why no provisions

were set up to lry to relocate |
them with relatives rather than -

placing them immediately into |
adoptive homes. A court case
is now in process in California
on this very issue.

Still, on its own terms, “They
Came to Stay” tells a story
that is both moving and impor-
tant. It adds to the increasing |
recognition that all uprooted
children require a sense of con-
nection with their past, and
suffer if it is withheld. And

that is a real contribution. ll

'They Game.
To Stay

! By Marjorie Margolnes &

S . Ruth Gruber.

lllustrated 352 pp. New York:

Coward McCann & Geoghegan.
$8.95.

——————— "““”“-'—\.'
o . —

e

By BETTY JEAN LIFTON |

"""Wheﬁ‘M"ér)one Margohes, an{
unmarried TV newscaster, de-
cided, at the age of 25, to
adopt *“an Asian child whom
nobody wanted,” she met a
variety of responses: her moth-
er told her to get married and
have her own; her boyfriend
accused-her of wanting a Bar-
bie doll; and adoption agencies
rejected her as a single woman,
However, with the encourage-
ment of her father, who backed
her “one hundred and fifty per-¢
cent,” Marjorie found a local
agency that would dé a home
study and an international
Christian agency (Holt Chil-

"|-dren’s Services) that not only

would consider a single parent,
but a Jewish one at that. .

Perhaps the best thing Marjo-
rie had going for her was an
extended family in her mother
and father, who could help
raise the two children she even-
tually was to bring over.

In the first part of the book
Marjorie, in collaboration with

tells how she went to Korea
in 1970 and found Lee Heh, .
a 6-year-old abandoned girl,
whom a clever lawyer helped
- Marjorie bring in:quickly on
a “student visa” to start the
first grade. Lee Heh, docile
and eager to please, seemed
as anxious to turn off  her
Korean past and become Amer-
ican as Marjorie was to get:
her quickly into school and
g0 on with a demanding career.
It wasn't untii 1974, when Mar-
jorie adopted a~sccond'c‘hild.
Holly, of mixed race from Viet-.
nam, that a “time bomb” went
off. Holly, also 6, was not eager
to please; a child of the streets,
She threw temper tantrums in
public places, kicked, screamed,
banged her head, much to the
embarrassment of her adoptive
.mother. Infested with worms,
suffering internal infections,
rotted :teeth and incessant
nightmares, Holly in no way
matched the cheery adoption

aoencv recnrd that accombpa-

veteran journalist Ruth Gruber, -,

integrate their present identity,

Holly, Mur;orce and Lee Heh.

nied her, and, like Lee HEh.
kept
locked within.

Americans still bring a lot ,

of illusions to adopt:on just

as they had brought them to ;
Asia. We see Marjorie as the
innocent American, coming as -

“unprepared to the complexity

of adoption as she was ‘to
the complexity of taking chil-.
dren, about whom she knows
little, from cultures about

FAv

the secret of her past

which she knows even less. '

It would have been easy for

the- two collaborators to have '
settled .

into a
heartwarming story that would

reassure all prospective adopt-
ers that to bring children over

from Asia may be tough in =
the beginning but, with a little = |

paticnce and a lot of love,
will have a Hollywood ending.
Instead the authors decide to
do something more serious and
valuable, 5
With.the )nlroductlon in the
last part of the book, of Ruth
Gruber's trip to Korea and Viet-
nam to' ferret out the true.
story of each child's back- :
ground, the book becomes -
something more than a surface '
adoption story. Now we be-'
come aware of real children .
who have left real ~brothers
and sisters back there and,
in Holly’s case, a real maother
who abused her.. The two girls. -
drop_their guard and suddenly

become alive as people. They .

are released from the torment-
ing secrets and from the shame
that has’' made them repress
their past. With Marjorie’s
reassurance they are able to

and we have a feeling they '
are going to have a better

i

The strength of the bodk.:
then, is in its honesty about .

difficult  human relationships.
It is open, ‘warm and chatty
on a subject that in this coun-
try can be closed tense lnd .

‘secretive.

-

¥

comfortable, =

chance to-cope with the future. =

~




companied children at the ‘

N “(’Ef:t—s '37 camp were those whose fam-
22 : [ lilies had them evacuated first,
hoping to join them later. The

SLAVERY REPORTED s e o ore o

families back in Vietnam. They

A were in no. sense slave chil-
: UGEES dren”~: >-2%. iy
: e Attention by Welfare Workers
= : T A In]the San Diegofarea, where
Car : nearly 10,000 refugees  have
_ = P.end.letor?Stuq.jy Finds settled, county welfare officials
Exploitation of Children - |said they have been alert to re-
el e Nl | ports that some Vietnamese
L <. -~ . |children had been -forced "to|’
By EVERETT R. HOLLES :-{ work for. refugee families:: The |
3 SP!dllhTthewYa-'!m j-,:'.,«;~cgunt}" Off;::ials said fl:n'the!'
CAMP PENDLETON, T that steps have been’ta en to}.
[Jan. 31—A Marine C°"P£ Zle‘fnl protect the_children.:ii [
eral has reported that “slave General Graham defended his
/ children,” = hidden - weapons _report, entitled “Operation Nev'v; 2
and unsanitary. habits existed i Arrival; Aftp.r'Actxgn"Report. 3
among the more than '50,000}|2S “wholly factual.” = x|
Southeast Asian refugees cared The report cited said . that

!
- L-3 Waan. nnt anlv cnn-v['
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1942 Broacdway, Suite 406

4

Boulder, Colorado . 80302

April 30, 1976

BEditor

Daily Camera .
1l1th & Pearl

Boulder, Colorado 80302

To the Tditor:

Your article on the front page of Monday, April 26th
(Babylift--Trip to Limbo) was unfortunately out of date with
respect to the litigation now pending in San Francisco federal
court concerning the Babylift children brougnt from Vietnam in
Spril; 1T995: :

First, and most important, in February of this year the
Federal District Judge denied the plaintiffs' motion for class
certification (which would have permitted plaintiffs' counsel to
reoresent all the Babylift children) for the reasons that the indi-
vidual situations and factual backgrounds of the children were so
diverse as to defeat the possibility of a class action. The District
Judge also ruled that plaintiffs' attorneys could not be named.
guardians ad litem for any of the other approximately 2,000 children
because of significant potential conflicts of interest among the
various children and the attorneys. Plaintiffs have appealed these
rulings to the Federal Appeals Court in California.

Second, while not cxplicitly ruling on the issue of whether
or not to permit tracing of alleged parcnts who remained in Vietnam,
the Court-did indicate that it would not order any active tracing
plan designed to ferret out parents still in Vietnam, because of
the possibility of retaliation,embarrassment, or other negative
effects on those parents. Ratiher, the Court indicated that at most
(if, for example, the class action ruling were reversed on appeal)
the Court would permit. a tracing plan which gave Vietnamese parents
the opportunity to come forward and make contact with an appropriate
international agency.

Such an international agency has been working in Vietnam
for several montas attempting to set up its own tracing plan, in
cooperation with the United States government. Ilowever, it is our
best information that the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG)
has done nothing to cooperate with these cfforts, and it is highly
doubtful that such efforts will be successful.




Bditor, Daily Camera
Apral 30, 1976
Page —2+=

Two other points raised in the article also require atten-
tion. First, the actions of the United States Immigration and
Naturalization Scrvice in determining the status of the Babylift
children have nothing -to do with the children's adoptability in the
various state courts. In fact, many more than the nine children re-
ferred to in your article have been adopted. Obviously, should
the Court or Immigration Service at some point determine that some
of the children are not legally in this country, those adoptions
would not preclude the IWS frowm taking appropriate action with
respect to the children. Illowever, the fact remains that adoptions
and immigration issues are not coextensive.

Finally, it must be pointed out that of the more than 2,000
children who were brought to this country in the waning days of the
war in Vietnam, the vast majority were children who had spent much
time in orvhanages as orphaned or apandoned children. Charges that
children were improperly taken from Vietnam by overzealous or un-
ethical agencies are totally without foundation. The agencies that
participated in the Babylift had a long history of service in Vietnan,
and in fact, they were forced to leave 1in Vietnam many children
whose adoptable status was unclear. The real tragedy of the litiga-
tion in San Francisco is that the lives of the Babylift children, who
have already suffered so much, have been further disrupted by this
lawsuit, and agencies and individuals who gave so much time and energ

to saving these children have been needlessly dragged through the
mud .

Sincerely,

b P Gl L

Sara-Jdane M. Cohen

:‘

SIMC s rm
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By ELIZABETH BECKER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — A year ago, they posed radiantly for
photographers at airports around the country, sharing
with an anxious natioral audience their apparent adop-
tions of Vietnamese children rushed here in ‘“‘Operation
Babylift" during the last days of the American with-
drawal from Southeast Asia.

Today, most of these people have withdrawn into
silence, afraid that they will lose their children. Of 2,043
Vietnamese and 30 Cambodian children brought here in
the airlift only nine have been officially adopted. Many of
the others may not be orphans at all, but rather are
stranded here in legal limbo, without legal parents and
with little hope of returning to their natural families in

176

a2

Babylift' — Trip To Limbo

program to match the children with any living parents in
Vietnamn. The Americans who believed they were adop-
ting war orphans are thus caught in the role of loving
guardians who may lose a “‘son’’ or “‘daughter” at any
time.

“My families with ‘Babylift’ children won't talk to the
press anymore, they are afraid it might have a
boomerang effect and that someone will come along and
make a claim for their child,” explained Charles ®lds,
director of the Pierce-Warwick Adoption Agency here.

“They don’t want to steal a child from a true family,”
Olds said, “‘but how do you decide if a elaim is bona fide?
Time has gone by and, pliychologically, the child is part of
his new family.”

The U.S. Immigration and naturalization Service,

Asia. . . ‘ which accepted most of the Vietnamese children last April
A federal court now facing this question has yet to rule under the emergency parole status granted all refugees,  #
on the status of these children. The U.S. State Department must grant certification .of arphan status before the  §
has thus far failed to carry out an aggressive tracing e (Continued On Page6) 3
z

........ \

—Babylift
(Continued From Page 1)

dmildrey_gzg_?_bgadamm\hm}
S0 far, 281 children have been certified as orphans and

nine have been adopted, according to Verne Jervis, in-

farmatinan affiner far tha immiaratian carvina

Vietnam and Cambodia, and then allow an international
organization to search hard for the parents, as has been
done following other wars, according to Nancy Stearns, an

& 4
\

attorney for the children.

That law snit and the examnla of twn Midwactarn
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. By Nadeane Walker
FROM DALLAS

OHN AND 8andra Shea thought the

worst was over. for the little Viet-

: namese boy they obtained as a re-

- sult of the “babylift” last year. He not

- enly had come through the last days of

the war, but he also survived the cargo-

plane crash that kifled scores of the

- nearly 2,000 children that the United
States alrlifted from Vietnam.

The youngster was 6 months old

when the Sheas brought him into their

home in the Dallas suburb of Irving.
They took him to thelr Episcopal
Cliurch a week latéer and had him
christened George Brian Texas Shea,
Some months ago the Sheas discovered
that they had reascn to worry that they
might be ordered to give up the young-
ster they had made & member of the
family,

The Bheas were amang the many

" THE NATIONAL OBSERVER

F Questioning Viet Baby Adoptions: Who’s Whose?

hundreds of families who learned that
the Vietnamese youngsters they had
brought into their homes while going

doesn't know where her daughters are. .

_ They are Huong, 13, and Hahn, 12. She

through adoption processes might not
be adoptable because they have par- .

ents who want them back.

1 Last - April a Federal clags-action
sult was filed In San Francisco- on

grounds that many of the babylift chil-

dren are unadoptable. As a result of
the sult, most adoptions have been de-
layed. Though it seems that most of

,the children—George Brian - Texas

Shea among them—will be dropped
from the suit as evidence of their
adoptability comes to light, the linger-
ing issue is- causing anxlety for

_several hundred parents across the
. country. They include not only those

who grow closer each day to the Viet-
namese children they've brought into

their homes, but also several Viet-

says she turned them over to what she
thought was a Baptist agency last April,
and she hasn't been able to find them

. Since, :

. Some Vietnamese parents who have
lurned up in this country looking for
missing children have successfully re-

~claimed their children without a court-

battle. Judge Spencer Williams, who is
hearing the babylift suit, recently or-

' dered that a letter in Vietnamese be

namese parents who now are reclaim- .

ing their children.

A Letter in Vietnamese
One of those parents is Nguyen Thi

- Phue, a 38-year-old refugee - mother

who wants her four children back.
After her husband and two of her chil-
dren were killed in the war, she says,
she was unable to care for-the family,

- 80 three years ago she-let an Alr Force
captain take custody of her two young '
sons and bring them to the United .
“States. The boys, now 10 and 5, have

I

been placed for adoption with an Air |
Force lieutenant:colonel and his wife *

in Virginia. .

Mrs. Nguyen, who works here and '

is being represented free by a Dallas
lawyer in her attempt to regain custody

of the hoys, has spent a week with her *
sons in Virginia, But she says she still |

o~

sent to all refugees in this country in-
forming them of the sult, Thomas
Miller, a lawyer for plaintiffs, sald Mrs.
Nguyen and others will be allowed to
sift through pictures collected in the
investigations in connection with the
guit to see if they can spot thelr chil-
ren, <y ;

Some may have been sent to other
countries. Friends of All Children, In
Boulder, Colo., says that 250 of the 575

" children it brought out of Vietnam were
“placed In the United. States, and the

‘rest went tc Europe. Miller says that

“we will at least try to get information
on tlie kids that went to other countries
from the agencles, so their parents will
know what happened to them.”

‘A Worry_,{_\bout Repﬂsalsv

A recent study concluded that nearly
300 of about 1,800 children taken from
Vietnami might not be eligible for adop-
tion. The Center for Constitutional -

.+ Rights, in New York, one of the parties

to.the suit, wants the children’s parents
in Vietnam traced immediately. De-
fendants (U.S, Government officials
responsible for the babylift) argue that
reprisals might beé taken by the Com-
munist government in Vietnam, and

that tracing of children’s Vietnamese |

cles whefe fraud is suspecled, the
court battle will go on, :

Miller says that most fraudulent pa-
pers (usually records prepared for chil-

" dren who later dled, then used for other

children) are being traced to agen-
cy, and that all the others have denied
taking in children offered by panic-
stricken parents in the last weeks of the

war simply to save their lives.

“The Government has suggested that
it [the suit] be wound up within six
months; we think it will take another
year at least,” Miller says. “‘There will
have to be a cutoff date so adoptions
can proceed, but that would not pre-
clude later claims by natural parents
who may come forward.”
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Editor’s note: Another tragic
twist to the babylift fiasco has
been uncovered by a lawsuit
currently being considered in

federal court in San Francisco: |

at least eight Vietnamese refu-

gee families in the US are

looking for their children who
were brought to the US dur-
ing the much ballyhooed “Op-
eration Babylift” last spring.

The Ford
claimed at the time that the
babylift brought only orphans
to the US, but some of the
children, who were tempor-
arily housed at the Presidio
in SF last April, told volun-
teer interpreters that they had
been separated from living
Vietnamese parents by acci-
dent (see Guardian 4/19/75).

Aremd with that informa-*
tion, interpreter Moui McCon-

nell filed suit-last May in US
District Court in San Fran-

cisco, asking that the children

not be placed for adoption
with American families until
their “orphan” status could be

' confirmed or their Vxetnamese
‘families traced.

US District ]udge Spencer
Williams refused to stop the
children from being placed
with American families but
ordered an investigation of
the children’s legal status.

The investigation, which is
not yet complete, has so far
‘confirmed the worst fears of

Moui McConnell and others:

The fragic end fo

- Op

administration .

more than half of the baby-
lift children were brought out
under false or incomplete
adoption papers. Many of them
may have Vietnamese parents
who want them to come home.

The lawsuit has also revealed
that there are Vietnamese par-
ents looking for their children.
Most of them apparently
thought the children would be
delivered to their friends or
relatives in the US. Instead,
the children were placed with
American adoptive families

who now refuse to return the_m g

to their natural parents.
These eight cases are only
the tip-of the iceberg: nobody

knows how many other Viet- |
namese families, both in the |

US or in Viémam, have not
heard of the lawsuit and do

not know how to trace their

children.
The lawsuit, wluch has been

crawling through procedural

hearings for nine months, was
dealt a serious blow Feb. 13
when Judge Williams refused
to consider it a class action.
Attorneys Nancy Stearns, Tom
Miller and Morton Cohen will
now have to sift through all
the babylift files and name
each nonorphan individually.
But the lawsuit has illumi-
nated the panicky conditions
in Saigon which led parents
to put their children aboard
the babylift, and it has helped
in the reunification of one
Vietnamese family so far.

erahon
Babylift

GUBABIONN
-3-30-7%

By Katy Butler

On April 4, 1975, a day after
the start of “Operation
Babylift,”  while  Saigon
swarmed with rumors of the
imminent takeover by-the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Govern-
ment, San Shie appeared at the
US Agency for International
Development office with her
adopted daughter, 17-month

| old San Nang Hien in her arms.

Overcome with panic, she
pleaded with Juanita Nofflet,

an AID employee she knew, .-

to get the young girl onto a

‘babylift plane and deliver her

toa fnend in New Jersey.

“I had no desire to give up
my child but was only think-
ing of her safety,” Shie later
swore in an affidavit she filed
in LA Superior Court during
an adoption battle to get her
child returned.

According to Shie, who had
worked as a concessionaire
in American hotels in Saigon,
she could not afford the ex- -
orbitant bribes required for an
exit visa in the final panic-
stricken days of the Saigon
regime. She hoped to send her
child to her friend Ester Cully
and reclaim her child if she
managed to escape Vietnam.

Nofflet agreed to help. She
took the child, had Shie sign
a handwritten release, and gave
her $330 which Shle later
tried to return.

A month later, Shie arrived
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| Success Story

A story in Sunday's Denver Post explored the
remarkable proaress that vouna Vietnamese ref-
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to the US, but some of the
children, who were tempor-

aire

in SF last April, told volun-
teer interpreters that they had
been' separated from living)]

Pdent (sce Guardian 4/19/75).

“Aremd with that informa-
tion, interpreter Moui McCon-
nell filed suit last May in US
District Court in San Fran-
cisco, asking that the children

with American ‘families until
their “orphan” status could be
confirmed or their Vietnamese
families traced.

US District; Judge Spencer
Williams refused to stop the
children from being placed
with American families but
ordered an investigation of
| the children’s legal status.

The investigation, which is
not yet complete, has so far
confirmed the worst fears of
Moui McConnell” and others:

Vietnamese parents by acci- |
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more than half of thc baby-
lift children were brought out
under false’ or mrumpletc
adoption papeis. Many of them
may have Vic lnwng;: parents
sho want them tocome hione.

The lawsuit hus also revealed
thal there are Vietnamese par-
enls looking for their children.
Most {of thewn apparently
thought the children would be
deliveied to lheir_fricuds or
relatives in the US. lnstead,
the children were placed with
American adoptive families
who now refuse to return them
to their natural parents. ;

These eight cases arel only
the tip of the iceberg: nobody
knows how many other Viet-
namese families, both in the
US or in.Vietnam, have not
heard of the lawsuit and do
not know how lo trace their
children.

The lawsuit, which has been
crawling through procedural
hearings for nine months, was

when Judge Williams refused
to consider it a class action.
Attorneys Nancy Stearns, Tom
Miller and Morton Cohen will

»n‘ut..%g placed for adophon{deau o' sérions blow Feb. 13

the babyhft files and name
each nonorphan individually.
But the lawsuit has illumi-

.%aled the paricky conditions
in Saigon which led parents |

to put their children aboard
the babylift, and it has helped
in the reunification ‘of one
Vietnamese family so far.
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.0 April 4, 1975,a ddy after’

Jthe start™of “Operation
Babyhift,” - “while " Saigon
SWRTITEC ramors of the
inuniaent tekeover oy the Pro-iil
visional Revolutionary, Covern-
tent, San Shie appearcd at the
US Agency for Intemational
Developruent office. with her .
adopted daughter,%17-month "
old San Nang Hien in her arms. | ¢

Overcoine with panic, she *
pleaded with Juanita Nofflet,
an AID empluyee she knew,
to get the young girl ‘onto a .
babylift plane and deliver her .
New Jersey. = *«!

“I had no desise to give up
ray child but was only think-
ing of her safety,” Shie later
swore in an affidavit she filed
in LA Superior Court during
an adoption battle to get her
child returned. ' F

“According to Shie, who had
worked as a concessionaire !
in American hotels in Saigon,:
she could not afford the ex-'
orbitant bribes required for an
exit visa in the final panic- .
stricken days of the Saigon
regime. She hoped to send her
child to her friend Ester Cully:
and reclaim her child if she
managed to escape Vietnam. -

Nofflet agreed to help. She

ook the child, had Shie sign |

a handwritten release, and gave |

her $330 which Shle )ater.._.; i

tued toreturn.- &% Tw. i
A month later Shle arrned
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Two Needs in Vietnam
Medicines and the Medicine of Mercy

by Father Patrick O’Connor

; PARIS(NC)—Twougemneuh,amngm,mndou
MlyinmepicmreofSoutthlmmasgivenbyneem-ﬂvals
from Saigon and elsewhere.

One in particular is-the need Human Rights of e United
ior relief supplies,  food and Nations and the 1949 Geneva
nedicines from abroad. The Convention on prisoners and
:avages of war, cessation of victims of war. It is contrary
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Viet Orphens .
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S By DONALD SINGLETON
Two trials reach critical points
today in adjacent 19th-floor
courtrooms in the Fed.eral, Oifice
Building in San Francisco 8 Civic
Center. One case, which directly
affects only a handful of pébplp,
will make page-one headlines in
newspapers all over the country.
= i { The dther: case, which affects
thousands of young children all
over America, will pass relatively
un’r;gglcgeét case, O'f‘cmﬁ:e'w:’ %::
i i Patricia arst.
gﬁmf fishealrclis:tle—l‘:n’:\cvn trial with a

t ti the short-
Umﬂ’. Qvgaﬁ?.m?}m?}\e\g.t'fflg".\’guyan n

!
Yen, Nguyen Da Vuong, Nguyén Da
Tuyen, ¢t al,, vs. Kissinger, et al.”

An even shorter name for the sec-
ond trial could be “The Babylift
Case,” since it involves the future of
the majority of the 2,700 children who
were airlifted out of Saigon in the last
days before the fall of South Vietnam,
those panic-filled days when the Army
of North Vietnam moved Iinexorahly
down toward Saigon, and no serious
person believed that South Vietnam's
Army could hold the northern army
off. %‘hose were the days when South
Vietnamese soldiers and civilians tram-
pled each other at airports in attempts
to board departing flights, and men
and women drowned as they tried to
swim out to departing ships, and hun-
dreds of babies were carried from or-
phanages in cardboard basinettes.
8 Flights from Saigon
 The end came one year ago next
. month. One year ago next. month,
" Operation Babylift started and ended.
In the .nain, it consisted of eight
flights from Saigo.i, the first leaving'
April 2 and the last April 26. Huge/.
jet planes filled with hundreds of chil-
dren, frightened, screaming, sick, una-
ware of what was happening to them.

D

planes took off, either. One huge Air
Force C-5 Galaxy loaded with 319 per-
sons crashed near Saigon’s Tan Son
Nhut Air Base, killing 180, most of
them infants and babies.

For the rest of the children in
Operation Babylift, it was far from an
easy escape. One Werld Airways 747
jet that made it into Los Angeles with
330 persons landed with one passenger
dead, three critically ill and scores
seriously ill with pneumonia, dysen-
tery, malnutrition, dehydration and a
variety of other diseases. By April 13,
three of the Babylift infants had died
on the West Coast, and hundreds were
in hospitals, battling for their lives.

Health problems were not the
only ills that plagued the Viet-
namese babics. They arrived in the
UnSted States amid incredible bu-
reaucratic snarvls. Birth certificates,
exit visus and adoption papers and
forms of all sorts had been burned,
lost, jumbled tugether. Sometimes,
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. .lef Boy, 54
hoped they would be b‘i{ought to the United States; but

- didn’t want them placed for adoption unless she failed
to get out of Vietnam too. The court said Ben's father is

"By GORDON HANSON 7
FOREST CITY, Towa—(AP)—After fighting in court
to keep him, an American couple has been ordered to.

‘surrender an Operation Babylift boy to his mother, who dead.
* followed him from Saigon to the United States. ;Mrs. Ahn did get out as a refugee sponsored’ hy the
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Ford is asked

to intervene -
in court fight

_ DES MOINES (AP) — A Vietnamese
mother says she las written to President
Ford and Secretary of State Henry Kissin-
ger, imploring them to intervene in her

macimd Blaukib b el anembdadie A bam Neanca

. However the Nelsons appealed and on_
Tuesday Iowa Supreme Court Justice M.’
. L. Mason ruled that the boy would re-

main with the Nelsons until April 13. An-
other hearing will be held then and two
justices are to determine who should have
custody during the several months it i3 ex-

" pected to take before the full court mak
- a final determination. '

The Nelsons had contended at the initi-
al hearing in February that Mrs. Ahn had

not proved she was Ben’s natural mother -

and that she had surrendered her children

- to the orphanage for adoption.: -

Mrs. Ahn denies the allegation. She
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FOREST CITY (AP) —
the matter is Ben,” said Bonnie Nelson,
28, a licensed practical nurse in Forest
City. “We've been hoping his best inter-

BT

“The heart of

S S K%, ATHRG

o

e

Fight over child's
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%

Great Falls, Mont. “I just be very dlsap-

. pointed to explain to my children the

" whole story again that he not coming.”
District Court Judge L.E. Plummer

cus?@dy confinues

Wik
age in Saigon on April 24, 1975. like — the trees, the mountains, the sun
At the time, Communist troops were . — and the ship on the way.”

' approaching Saigon and, the last of the - She said her children believed Ben

Americans were leaving. * ., would arrive by ship.
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Soviet dissidents

Hilma Skinner 6
on the ERA - &
By THOMAS KENT The exile sentence for Andrei
1 1 Tverdokhlebov, the secretary of
= : MOSCOW (AP) — A 35-year- the Soviet branch of Amnesty
Bageant meets Lightfoot old Russian human rightg ac- International, amounts to two)
tivist was sentenced Thursday to years because of time already
. _ . five years’ exile from Moscow, spent in jail. His sentence and
‘Presidents’ Men' in town another political rebel got 2and  the laborterm for Crimean Tartar
one half vears at hard labor and nationalist Mustafa Djemilev,
Nobel Peace Prize winner An- 32, were the second and third
20 dreiD. Sakharovand his wife got verdicts against Soviet dissi-
SpOI’tSShOFtS . retaliatory beatings by police. dents in two davs. -

1 dissident sources reportec’i. - On Wednesday in Lithuania,

Mother faces court
hattle to claim son

INam ‘babylift’ just that

- PRG builds system
of childcare centers

rep:

activists exiled, beate

Valery Maresh
fused to testif
another disside
was ordered to
of his wages f¢

Sakharov ha
rian city of C
east of Mos
Djemilev’s tr
wive, Yelena
briefly Wedn
Soviet news
they each stru
ficers.

Yelena said
to friends in
two had beer
police statior
ing after Djer
and were bea
claimed they
bance when
announced. Y

It was not }
the reported |
couple appai
medical treaf
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Viother faces court
nattle to claim son

By RASA GUSTAITIS

SAN FRANCISCO (PNS) —
lao Thi Vo searched for months
hrough burcaucratic mazes be-
‘ore she learned that her three-
cear-old son was in the care of

who had brought him, Vo said,
had given him to the agency,
expecting that he'd be cared lor
until his mother could claim
him. But the agency, armed with
arelease paper Vo never signed,
had placed the youngster in a
1 £ 1 At

o Nalgi s
. & ' - - 5
S5, f,(. .‘" NS 1 ,\.. z:-\

180yt A.-g. ¥ -' “_\.qm
SR K

PRG buiids system!
of childcare centers

By LINDA HIEBERT

L]

SAIGON (PNS) — As the Vietnainese near the end of their
flrsl year ot peace in decades, the story of the million-plus
homeless children un(nur hed by the American babylift is
becoming clear. :

The Provisional Revolutlonary Government (PRG), start-



rmcnitt
Text Box


#ton Post Co. %

) o

vading ‘Saigon took over. g

analiin. 2

W

' 'cently pugl‘ he

Saigon’s
Secrets

Selzed

Thieu and U =
Didn’t Destrby
- Classified Files

A ", i,
By Don Oberdorfer
Washington Post Staff Writer

North Vietnamese in-

virtually complete files of
the South Vietnamese
armed forces, natxonal

|’ police and secret. intelli-

gence agency, including
highly classxfle' '

-by the United States, ac-

2 cording to the last chief

CIA analyst of Commu-

nist strategy at. the',US
: Embassy there. -
Frafk W. Snepp, "hol!ﬁ

‘Saigon’ on the final day of
‘U.S. evacuation last year
and resigned from the CIA

this January, said the secret’
files of former South Viet-

‘namese “ President Ngtyen
Van Thieu were also left be-
hind. 3

~Calling these umntended
legacies “a tragedy,” Snepp
said they may reveal to
Communist - authorities a
great deal about U.S. intelli-
gence operations and permit

. them to identify well-placed
/U.S. agents behind Commu-"

nist lines as well. "mone
who helped us in- sught-
est degree.” . . &

Snepp’s statements in an
interview confirmed por-
tions - of an. extraordmary

" cast.in. Vies:xam,,h) the

data
. which had been furmshed

e
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Orphan:

IViany of the Vieinamese
“orphans’ gathered up in
the iast days of the war
and shipped to the United
Staies now want to go
ome—1o their parents,

by Betty Jean Lifton

v_Tistory moves quickly, today’s hys-

¥
A 4 terical headlines becoming tomor-
row’s stale news. It has been a year now

since the controversial Operation Baby-

lift brought more than 2,000 Vietnam-
¢se  chitdren to American adoptive
homes—and the glow of cither virtue or
oviraze to American hearts. For those
vwho favored the program, something
noble® had finally come out of this
iznobiz war; for those opposed. remov-
ina children from their homeland and
their heritage was the most ignople act
of all.

Since quite a frw of the children have
tnrned out not to be bona fide orphans—
d up as they were in the lost
chactic duys of the war—the guestion
of their elizibility for entry into this
nentry, as well as for adoption, has yet
to b2 leaully answered. A court case has,

1

patiers

in fuct, been in process on this very
isux for the past year.

The case originated when Muoi Me-
anedl, a Vistoamese volunteer receiv-

- p e e e

PRy speeny

. - .

ing the children on arrival in Czlifornia,
heard some of them pleading to be re-
turned to their parents. Shocked by this,
and frustrated over the government's
reluctance to investizate the situation,
she managed—with the help of somes
Californta lawyars and a group called
the Center for Constituticnal Rights in
New York—to file'a class action on be-

_half of the non-orphans. The defendants

are an unlikely combination: Secratary
of State Henry Kissinger, former Secre-
tary of Defense James Schiesinger, At-
torney General Edward Levi, et al.—as
well us the seven adoption agencies that
processed the children.

In the federal courthouse in San Fran-
cisco, just down the corridor from where
the Pajty Hearst trial has come and
gore with its own brand of hysteria, the
case has been procezdin
pace in front of Jud

g at a snail’s
> Spencer Willtaras
—in spite of the pluintifis’ plea that the
bast intziests of the children would be

served by fast and decisive action.

-

| ——— et v

Judge Williams, a Nixon appointee,
did order that the adoption files be
turned over to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service for inspection by
the plaintiffs and court-appointed mas-
ters. He also ordered that the adoptive
parents be notified to wait before final-
izing adoptions, and that the older chil-
dren be imerviewed about their wishes.
However, all of this has been imper-
fectly carriad out. The plaintiffs contend
that only a few children have been inter-
viewead, that INS is instructing adoptive
pareats to try to get adoptions legalized
in their state courts in spite of improper
documentation, and that they have been
given too briaf a time in which to inspect
the files. i

On Februoary 23 Judge Williams
declured the case no longer a class ac-

DUPPUOL,  thivnges, LI e
back the message that there is life on
Mars. If so, it will be vital to examine

it further, howevar simple a form of life
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