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~PERAL BUR~ui:(>p :•~~·IGAT1effir· 

UNI~· STATES DEPARTMENT. OF .. ~~_ICE 
I -~" r:; - ' 

APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT 

DIRECTOR, 
FEDERAL BuREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 

UNITED STA.TES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
W A.SHJNGTON, D. C. 

mS.~--~-f-Akd_li~-, I~ 
-------~ ___ _j_f_ ___________ , ,._!/_j 

Special A~ent 'fiaw Tr~·ined) ·--· M 
Sm: Special Agent (Accountant) -·---· D 

I hereby make application for ll-PP.Ointment to the.,position- Stenographe~ ·---------------·----------- D 
indicated by check mark, in the Federal-Bureau oflnvest}gation, TY,p'i st _.....:.., _ _'__ .. _....,.;._...__'"'"~·---------· D 
United States Department of Justice, and for your use in this Messenger -------------------------------· D 
connection submit the following hllormation: Laboratory Technician•----------- D 

st~ci-;~-~-F-i-~~~-;~-;i~t--ci;;-s-i!-i~-;- . o 
(Indicate by cbedc) 

(Th~\''8£""··"· ... :-~G-e) lfi . 
1. Name in full (please pJt} __ _ ____ Q_)j_IL_U_lj_ _____ _F._JJ.fl.b._{)_.__ JL() Q_ 1.-._f' fj 
~ . . (1l'am1ly Da1118) {Given Da111e) (Middle name) 

i' ~ (•) F....W. •p~;/~ :t fumWi mai~:0------"----t;;-----~y;------r-::;;,.-~:z:.-=-----
• \~ ~ 2. :: - .. d'~!-~~~-.,,..-~- -: ---- -- __ it~ __ }_.,_=~~r;;-;:( 

.. ...._ ~ a.n egrapbic addr -~~ -~~_.Phone .No ., _______ .;. _____ .,;(, 
~ ~-"t . ' / ,{ ' " . 

~ .'1 '· Data of b~ 03~-~-tJJ_;/~ ~ht -~_tj._______ :e;,;pt.-' 
1 

... _ ... __ ColQr ·-~~-: __ _ 
"}. -~-- · , . Fl(}~ , Ich / · ~ :/ ~•tboai -no.1·· . · .: · ~. · ·v 

; I 1a· PJac:.e of birth -------;;:--17-~_J~~-- J--------~~-~ , --------~-,~--------~--,---------~----;jj~----- . / 
1..~ ~ ~ . • (a) Rather's name~-------~~---- · (b) Fe.t er's birthplace--------- _____ ____ M._1t::J1_.:'~ __ _ 

~- ~ .. ~ ~r . W i .JI ~ . ;#; 
. ('"'i C'lS' _N 7. (a) Mother's· maiden ne.me/Jt:4 .. --~(b) Mother's birthplace ~~- --------

D ~ rrt-. tr-l.L-"'~/ ., t 

"'\"-~ ~8. H you were i:iot bom in United Sta~~- how lo:ng_ h1tv~ _you lived here?---------------'--------------

i-:l'"-I ~ !;, I u. Aro you, a citizen of the "!Jnited St&teO,r.- '?° :" _:__. ___ :_;,_;_;_-~~~~---~~~~~~~ ~'-~l"' ~ . ~ ... ~ .. '· .... ·. .·.. . . . . .. 
~ JO. If naturoli7.ed, dat.e and ~ of DJ>tor&lization ____________ : ________ 7----.-------~-7-------------------

. ~ ~ .11. Aro you single, married, widowod, sep&rated, •:divorced? __ ~~------------------
" 12. H yol:ll" hlJE!ba.n.d (or wife) is ~plo,ed, sta.~ ~ e~ployed ---.~----------------------p--JUl-28· J84j 

.. "' t '•· • ~·· 
J • .1.3: Numbe~ of children, if e.ny -.-------------------· !L;---------,-----·----"-fJY._ - ··-"--···-·~.-----=~--2-r,f---------------· . ' ·· ":.f •·· ' . · 4·1 'O·o g· -1 

• ~ ,_ ....4.. ·....r ; 

14. Are you entirely dependent on your se.l.a.ry? _____ LYJ.dt. •. _____________ 1~·----~i---•--FJ}---:-:-:..~~0::::--·---~--- t 
.. 15. To what extent a.re you financie.l.ly indebted. to others e.nd to whor:If?ar:.,,.t.iz4X~~1 
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16. Education: (Please .print.) 

COUBSEB PUBSUJ:D, 

FROM- TO- DIPLC>IUB OR 
DIIGRJtEB 

N.,4.ME AND LOCATION OF SCHOOL 
RJtCJtIVJ:D 

(a) Elementary __________ /18/2.Ls_~fY. __ S_f._ fz_~g_fe, _________ -~';_~;~~-_ -~~~-=~~D~ ,-----------------
-----------------------. - :J-i!'?._!?~~-~D_:: __ '.~·-~-h~--------- - ------------ -~-·:~--~~ ----------------- I 
(b) H;gh•ohool"l{'!~ ' - - _!)_y_J:_J:/___lf_t_~!f ____ ~_c:h!_'=-._ __ .?!"..~~~~ .ii:~~:· __ t~.-:~-?z~~: '-

jv }.._,{,. t ;, T"H G/f"1 ,' 

__________________ .: ___ ~ · ____ ;.~~.:~:~~-~~[~-~~-------~~fr._)_~~ d.JLIY~--'~3_~~ 'J/-~~,.- ---- - ------- 1 

«> eon.,.., tooht& __ (!tr~~~:-~~-;~-t:;,~"{---- m; ~g-~' 4&1:7 ~:-~~-~tf i 
·-------------- -- ------- ~---- ------------------------Lk- ------------ ------------ -----------------
___ -----------~ ~ -_/ti. E-. Lltr .L f_t;j~_ f_l_T __ y __ ----- f,.: !L '. ~( f!._13,,j_'' LL /3_ ____ _ 
_______ _ _ _ _ _ __ ~ ___________ k_.fLJ:'!. __ ,,_$__<;._tl.4_~""L, ___ .. __ ---~- __________________________________________ _ 

(d) Miscellaneous_~- ----- _____ Q~~------------------- --------1---- ---r-----.!---------.-----------

-- ----~- --------------- - -------_ _._ ---------- ----------------- --- ... ----·------ ---- ---.~ -- -- ------------------

., 
' 

J.}·, 

" ----------------------- - - -- ---- -------------- ------------------- ------------ - .. ---------- ------- ____ .. - - - -- - ,,. 
17. Give names of clubs, societies, e.nd other simila:J orga.niZ'ations of which you are e. member: 1. · 

~7, "I'//_ ._ 
19. Describe any physical defects, including extent of de~ vision, if any ,· · 

-L.:.Jl1-~_ hi-:df!l-f_11_}'!?__~---~-~-L}_, ____ ~_?/_~_":":__/4' 
---~~-~--~~--~'·------------ ~ 

~.z::~i;m~'.-.~~-Z?~~J 
~li:T: -~1f/Ji!:d;~~~---·~2!f~·· · 
~-·'d.-l7"rr. -µ-~-~ ·· -d!T;'------~-~--T---------------- . 
* Applicants for Laboratory Technician positions should list in detail scientific courses pur· 
sued, using an insert if necessary and give title of any Master's or Doct.or•s Thesis prepared. 

ORIG!NAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION 
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, -~'!. Experience:· (Please print.) 

A{ f POSmON AND ANNUAL 
NA.ME .A.ND .ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER FROM- TO- SA.LA.RY 

\ hr 

KIND OF WORJt 

Address ,,.. .1 
----------------------- -- --------- --- - - --- -- - -- ------------ - -.-=---!..:;---- -- _. __ --··--·-· ----- --- __ .. _ .... ·-- .......... _ .. 
-Name 
-·. ~l!r~.SlO i .• 
~~=.-~-- ~~ ....... -- -_.,. __ ... -------- ----- ------------ .• ---------___ ,... __ ·------.. -~------ .._ __ • ___ .. __ ........ ·-- ~-·--· --.. -- ..... -
Name . 
Ad~~s.s . / · ·. ·· : --r----------·--------- ------------------- .......... ------·-·----·-- ----·----·--· ................. ____ -------- ----·-----··--
Name . . dt ,. ~ 
~~dp~~· -. . ~\ ~. --4--- . ---------------------------------- ---------------- ---------------- --------------------- --
I 2 . Specify any arrests (;nolude tn!Ho an .. t•)----------·-J·-~h------¥o k,t-
~~-- _------- -- . --~-2!~-~·-~~~~4_1'2\ _ _2,_~;: ),d 

t i/-&--z;;;;r" ---- -~;c;-VA~~~~-------------- -- ·· 
23. Have o,v. ever been a def end ant m any court action? --------·~---------------------------··;;.. __ _ 

Sp.cifyo 1flj: __ jf ~.::5_~->-t~+-L1.1'1..,-~,_)0.t,c:!__~f"-'-~--!---------· 
-------------------------------------------·----4----------------:.-~--!--·--------.. -------------------------------------·------------·-

24. Give five personal references (not relatives, former employers, fellow employees, or school 
teachers), more ~han 3~ years of :!ii who fl.!~ hou.seholders or property owners, ~~ess or professi~nal 
men or women (mcluding your f y physician, if you have one) of good standing m the commumty, 
and who have known you well during the past 5 or more yea.rs. (Please print.) · 

-~ -
.... ~-:,/-: 

</·. r--, 
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25. List the ne.m~ of any relatives now in the Government service, with the degree of relatio'nship, 
and where employed: 

I 

-------:-.. ------------------------------------':'---7------:---------------------------------::------------------.1------------------.. ------

-------------------------------------·----------------------·----------·---·------------------------~-----~-------:_.;.~: .... ~-----·.__ 

----------------------------------------------------------------:-;:------~---::z£;;:-"ll;-:;:;;J ~ 
26. What is the loweet enb'ance. salary you will '"'-""Pj::;~~-;u(j-~:-,---
27. Are you in a position to accept prob~tj.onary ~p~oF.~~ at any time, wittout p~vious. notj.ce, 

and, if notjce is required, how ID\lch? _fU.Jlf_~~-~~---~~-~~---
28 . . In the event of appointment will yo11 be willing to J>r~ceed to Washµigton, D.C., _upon l<>'l:laye' 

. •. . . . . --4\'lir. 
. d ? .... : ··~··· 

notice an at your own expense -"---·------.....,..------·-----,-.. -------------------

29. If appointed are you ~ an~- prepared to accept assignment or ~fer to any pa.rt qf'~e 

United States where services are required, for either temporary or p~a.nent duration?_~~-~~.:..:L~~­
.. ~:?!&~ · .. ~ 

'I 

• ~ rphotogra.ph not larger than 3 by 4~ inches. Write your n~e' p1'iiii,Q.y 

I 
a.ph to be ta.ken not more than SO da..11' prim- to dme of appt~. · 

Respectfully, 

I -~1.:,;~Jx.,~------~-
/ 

. '· ,. , .... 
NOTJ1.-lf the applicant desi?es to make any further remarks or statements 

concerning his qualifications or in answer to any question contnined in the ~ppllca-­

tion, the same should be made on a separate sheet of paper, nwnbering the remarks 

in accordance with the original questions. 

[OFFICIAL IMPRESSION SEAL] 
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6. (a) 'My father is Leslie Kl:n~of Riverton, Wyoming . 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

My mother, Mrs . Dorlrr:; Gardner 

FordJwas married to Mr . King in 1912 and then divorced from him shortly af'ter my birth. 

Mother then came to Grand Rapids , Michigan, in order to live with her pirents, Mr . and Mr: 

L .• A. Gardner . My mother married Geral Ford, Sr .,, on February 1 , 1916, l:n Grand RapidE 
---L--_:_· 

and since their marriage I have lived with them. I never saw my father, Leslie King, untj 

my Junior year in high school and since then only infrequentl~all times the relatior 

ship of father and son has existed between Mr . Ford and mys~; h 1935 in the Probate . p:; Court of Kent County, Michigan, my name was legally changed ;t:o Gerald R~:ord, Jr 0 

~~ll .... 
17 . Delta Kappa Epsilon (Social fraternity at the Uni:V'ersity of Michigan.) Corbey 

Court (Phi De.l ta Phi) - Corbey Court is the only legal fraternity at the Yale 
Law School . All members of Corbey Court are members of the Nationa+ legal fra­
ternity Phi Delta Phi . Kent C9untry Cl~b (a Grand Rapids golf, teru;is and 
social Club.) Michiganma (senior hon:ore.ry sooiety at the University of Michigan.) 
"M" Club (atl'iletio letter winners ol.y.]? at the Universi;ty of Michigan f or students 
and alumni . ) Sphinx, (Junior -trOilorary society at thk University of Michigan. ) 
Peninsular Club (A Grand Rapids social org~izp.tion . ) 

20 0 Right knee injured while playing football my Junior year in High School . Operated 

ori a.t the University Hospital at Ann Arbor Michigano Left knee injured as a Sophomore at 

the University of Michigan while a member of the varsity football squad. It was operated 

upon a.t the University Hospital . 

24. I have given as references the names of five men in Grand Rapids, Michigan, which 

City I consider my home . However , as I indicated in question 21, I was employed at the 

Yale University as assistant football coach for five and one-half yearso During this time.. 

I lived in New Haven, but at no time d~d I consider it my residenceo The first two and one-

half years in New Haven, I was assistant football El.4ld assistant boxing coach. The last 

three yea.rs I was assistant football and assistant boxing coach and at th~ same time went 

to and graduated from the Yale Law School . If personal references are d~_~t'f•cl.9~;r New 
:-; -./.-\.' 

Haven I can furnish them. Most of my acquaintances in New Haven were:,'.~ ~ f'ellew coache 
,-..· .. ; '· 

at the Athletic Association and among the students and faculty at fhe , ~;y Schoolo 
\ \ .;;• 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR Pt\ESERVATION 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FO•M MO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. HG. NO. 27 

501.0-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOV £RNMENT 

Memorandum 
THE DIRECTOR 

,• 
. .,,.. 

DATE: July 10, 1975 

Assoc. Dir. _ 

Dep. AD Adm. ·­

Dep. AD Inv. _ 

Asst. Dir.: 
Admln. __ 

Comp. Syal. _ 

Ext. Affairs _ 

Files & Cam._ 

Gen. Inv._ 
ldent. __ 

FROM N. P. CALLAHAN Inspection_ 

lntell. __ 

Laboratory _ 

Pion. & Eval. _ 
Spec. Inv._ 
Training __ SUBJECT: GERALD RUDOLP~RD, JR. 

BUFILE 67 -221008 Legal Coun. _ 

Telephone Rm._ 

Director Sec'y_ 

The External Affairs Divisio~ advises that one or two press 
inquries have been received as to the reason President Ford was not tendered 
an appointment in connection with his application for the Special Agent position 
in 1941. 

A review of the file indi~ates n0 specific reason as to why appointive 
action was not taken but was apparently due to the nature of the football injuries 
to his legs which precluded his acceptability. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Attorney General and the Deputy Attorney 
General be,made aware that inquiries have been received and ;~~e resp0nded 
to as indicat~d above. ~ 

NPC:gt 
2 

. p&~ 'f/P 
~~ 

' urt t-1 t.St:.tt v A. [ION 
ORIGINAL RE1\Ri::..u 
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MR. JENKINS 8-14-'14 

J. W. M.ARSBALL 

GDALI> RUllOLPBaRD, Ir. 
SPECIAL JNQUJBY •BUREAU FILE 181-9898 

Per lutruetkms fNm 14r. Callahan the captioned file, wbtch 
c®tain• the results of the q.ten8ive Special Jartulry lueltlptton eondueted 
concerning Mr. l'ont prior to his being designated Vice Preeicleat, 1fil1 be 
retained ta m.1 office and Will not be chal'ged out to aaJQne wltbout m.y appl'M'al. 
I will also mamtaJa In m7 offtce file M-48811 COMeratng Mr. Ford ud file 
8'7-331008 eatitled "Gerald Rudolph Ford, Jr., _,_tal Agent Applicant." 

Ahat...-1 nlatbag to these mes will llkeWise be restricted and 
will not be made awtaJ.>le to anyone Without my appl'Oftl. 

!tECOMMBIIDA TION: 

~ 94-40611 
~ 6'1-221008 

JWM:jmr 
(4) 

For record puposee. 

7 AU& 15 w. _, I 
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J 

0 January 13, 1942 

GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, JR. - Special Agent Applicant - 67-221008 

JY~ Father: Leslie King UJttf> · (\ 
Mother's Maiden Name: ~rot}\y Gardner-J-R.Jl; 

~ Step-Father: Gerald Rudolph 'Ford~J._-Uv , 
step-Brother: Thomas 'Ford~\.) . ~ I 

\ 

OR'G'N ~E·TlRED FOR _PRESERVATION 
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:ff~ Gerald a. F~ Jr; . ., . !- 8.md.pn !'r'wlt 'Duild1na 
;~ laP'ds. JD.cld.ga 

' lt 

\ 
•. i..; (p:.to. 

. .,, 

;, f" • .• 
' t • i ', ~ :

1 
It:. I ,..• 

Ht~ J . . . · : ,: ··~ .:.:,~~,, .. ;· 

:'f?:; .~ Xr.-. : ,j:&1!fii~ 
'.~: .. ,:·~:·;::;r;;;,: ;j';,:·~ Receipt is acknowledged of your communiC:a.tfotf '. ::') 
').. ~- /~; :., ~ ;,:k'li~; ~ecent date in which .. Y;OU. inquire relative to th'e' : ._,. · ·:,: 
· ' ' ... :s'tatus of your applicat.!:cih' ~A file for appointment .tc:f · 
·: .~ .. p~sition in the Federal aiir~au of Investigation, 

You are advised. that your application is being 
retained on file for consideration in the event it is 
possible to utilize your services at some f'1ture. date:• 

I ~oorma; $IIDllmtJ I 
I rm ~ 11 tL EE llD n . 
I• IFlEB ~$ l!llW2 II'!~./ 
! F~~!RAtBf1URE~FliJN'VSS™-moN I 

: S~ncereiy yours, J. \4. ~ .. J>V'" 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

\ 
\ 
\ 
,_J 

; l\J,SS.~EllKRMlll!iRT'Jflf.llffllllfeE 1, 

l~ 
~-r 

ORIG!NA_L ~ETlr:E FOR P1 :SERVATION 

~ 
.;1 



\I .Arald R.Ford,Jr. 

The Director 

Ford an.d Buchen 
Attorneys at Law 

621 Michigan Trust Building 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Telephone 83822 

February 12, 1942 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Sir: 

Sometime ago I filled out and sent to your 

~
ffice my application for an appointment a.s a special 

agent. Subsequently, I took the written examination 
nd later had a physica.1 examination by my local 

doctor. Since completing the above, I have not heard 
regarding the status of my application. Perhaps it 
is too early for me to expect any affirmative or nega­
tive decision on the above, but if you are able to 
disclose at this time what action has been taken in 
my case, I would appreciate knowing. 

GRF: 
do 

Gerald R. Ford, Jr. 

iPfii~' 
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·i~c . ~\,.~ ·· · 

---··-· 5t,fflEAU OF INVESTIGkTii 
UNITED STATES .Dfil>ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

Transnii t the following message to: ;~ 
. : ~ .... . . . .. .. 

DISCONTDUE lliVBSTIGATIOJi omwD ...... FORD, di.~ SA Am.ICART. 
. :, .. :~ ~i~ 

z: 
0 

~ ..... 
r~ 
1u 
<n 
w 

• P:: 
d .• 

..J 
<( 
z 
C!J 
~ 
0 

Mr.T•----

Mr. Cl•K __ _ 

Mr. Cllavl11. ------

Mr. Ladtl ___ _ 

J\,r. Nlo'1ela ---

Mt · T,_ __ _ 

Mr . t\'osen __ _ 

Mr· C•rSOft ---

Mr. Colf"l' ------

Mr, ~---

Mr. Mell--

•r·•-·---
M iss ...... __ _ 

,. . 
~. '. 

JAN 2 0 1942 

TELETYPE 

SEN~ VIA _____________ ~-------- L~-' rlf A, 
. I 

CC-150 

J 
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FBI -GRAND RAPIDS 

DIRECT.OR 

!\fr. TrRCI)' • ••••• , ..... 

I I 1r!r. Ros,o ··•· ··::··· 

I 
Mr. Corson .... .. : • •. 

Mr. Cn!fl!y ..... .. .. ~ .. 

.. , Mr. H~ndon .•••••• .• 

Mr. Hollotnu.n....... . -

· ~r. Quinn 're.mm .... 

7.IGHT .·.\GERALD RUDOLPH FORD; J~. · , . SA APPLICANT. · BORN OMAHA, NEBRASKA, 

JTJL y j~.UttTEE,N' T}JIRTµ!'f. ' ATTENDED SOUTH HIG1l SCHOOL; GRAND RAPIDS . 
! .• OJI i . • • + .::: : I ~ • l , •• ~ • 

4 
' 

F~LL T~E,NTYSEVEN TO JUNE NINET~EN, :THIRTYONE~ GRADUATED IN UPPER Q~AR-

TER··'Of CLASS tvIT{{ FOUR YEAR · AVERAG,E OF '.EIGHTYNINE PLUS. PARTICIPATED 
( J.• ' ' _.. I • C,.. -• '\~ 

..,.. ·, • ' . • ' it. ' .•' I ' • \ ' • 

,OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING THREE SPORTS. TEACHERS STATE ALERT, . ' 
... .~ ... •• "\ ~· t . • ~ .I; I . ; - . . I • ~ ~ • • - ~ - ·~ • ~ ·-~. - • • 

. INDUSTRIOUS., POPULAR,, CONSCIENTIOUS~ . DISCREET; TO ' HAVE GREAT ·LEADEnSHIP 
' - i- .... ? ...:J.. ~· r • . " 

ABILITY AND TO BE ONE OF. SCHOOLS OUTSTANDING ALUMNI. DECREE ' CHANGING 
'9; I "' ~ 

•; .,,. .· 

NAME LESLIE: KING, JR., ·TO GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, JR., .NUMBE~ FIVE NINE 
_ .' ·.• • ~ _ ... ' ,,. "'\ • , ~ • ._ ' fl' , • ,,. I. _ _ ~ - , • 

' FOUR p.r9_ rFOUR ENTE~~D PROBATE COURT ~Eq.E!'1BER TH~EE_; Tf!IRTTI:.I~.E. , APP~!-
, I ~ ' ·, ·~ ·• ' •• ,,r ~ I ' ' . ~,,,_ ~ ll' "- ~ I 

.CANT M?MBE~ 1:-AW FIRM FORD AND. BUCHEN' 'OFFICES SIX TWO ONE MICHIGAN TRUS1 
. . 

' . . . ' ~- ' ;;J_/ {) () - . . .. . BLDG. ; AND ,EMPLOYED UNIVERSITY 0 . zw IN · .t ~ 

SCHOOL. OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND · ASrft~~~q~ · . • DEAN 

OF SCH00L STATES l!AS PLEAS!N~;'PERSONALIT 11...f.~~~ollJ,?!f?.I~E_R oi GO[fRSE . 

AND TEACHER, AN]) IS p~;qLAR: W_ITH S.'fUDENTt!?-=~~f"~ PERSONAB~~· 
TRUSTWORTHY., TEMP.ERATE; EN~ttGETTC, J'ORCEFUL, GOOD MIX\l<:, ,Gem 0RGAN:l-

iER, "AND GIVE HigHEST 11ECO~M~NDAT~~N. ~~IGHBORS ' GIVE~~·. RD:ORT OF· 

APPLICANT AND. FA~ILY·. OTHE~ .PERsoNs'·rNT,ERV1DJED c;oRROBORAT~TAERs·, .· 

DEAN / REFERENCES AND-:NE'rGll~ORs:- ~NE PERSON STATES ,A;PLICAN'f, ~~ 
.~9LDER GF +-ISOLATI~NJ.SJ~QiiiX:,......Ac.I.rJIE~ N O~GANIZING A~ERic~ FIRST .. 
", - ~ F I - L - ~ ! .,.~ ... .. p .~T ,,. W'4i 4 ;~~ 

• c • 
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PAGt TWO 

1, • • 0 
'"•" ' r ~ • 

' ~ 

COMMITTEE rq~ sA~E REA~ON, 
, . . ~ , s . I , • : • ·i . • •1 3 r . ;; , 

' ORGANIZATJ:ON OTHER THA,!;-J . co~ BUT ALL. AGREE WAR : CHANGtD ~ lSGLATION-
. \ .tor \ '~_1.t ~ "' IAd I I LI ; • ' ' ,;,_ • ,· .. • I •. , -· ~: ~ , ~ ,~ ', 

1sr·' oPlNIONS. ALL ·PERSONS IN.TERVIEWED STATE ·· APPLICANT AND FAMIL y -ONE ·. · 
• .::. ' f .I ,• ''' ' ' ,,.,: .· . ·• ' ·. •. ' ! . ,. ·•· '· • . ' . ·' . .· . . ' . . -, ,:. ' : "... '" .'. 

•• '1 ;'1' JHJNDR£D PERCENT 'AMERICANS ~ND "FREE FJ~OM ·suBVERSI:VE .TENDENCIES 1 G>~ ·- SYM~ ,: .. .>i t: .~ :\, :i.. ··.'f· '1.t;·i. ':. . . . • , ·. ·, •·. .>" •. • .•. ,. ..~ ,, , •· .. , • ·• • .• ~. '.- i. i;' , •. :.·," .~·~ , •> L : ·:, • 

: P,ATJUES. · PARENTS, L~S~IE ·KING. AND l)OROTHY _GARDNER KING, DIVORCED,:; ·.:-:· :' ·. 
... .• ~ - • _.. ~ ... r "1 • ·' • '. .. ~ -~ •. . ., • ' l.f' 

F·OU~TE~N ·oR F~FTEEN, · OMAHA, NEBRASKA • . APPROPRIATE TELETYPE L_EAD°-' SET 
' • • ._ ·,.", • I ,.. '\ ,.· f ' ',t.··~ • );,.~;'ii',':!'! r"~ 0,:0 

OUT. ,-: MOTHER MA~RIED G~RALD ' RUDOLPH FpRD FEBRUARY. ONE~ SEVEN~!EN;\_·· '.,: 
' :"' : ,.: \>.,: ~ ·• ;_ •... r I ~ . I\ • •• ' I \ ·.~ i , ~ • Y.. :.. . r ' J-,' . .. .., t "t}· ::: > > 

GBAND. RAPIDS~- PRESENT ADDRESS OF 'LESLIE :KING UNKNOWN. -~ LAs:T "BEARD " FROM 
' ~~ "' ...., ' i: ' , \ ' -.:- .,. 'I . . .. r. ' ·~' . .~~. , •:. • ,; 

.. • , ,. " ,r .• ,,·· . ~ ,,..,.. . ~ -f ·.'• , 

MAY TWENTYTHREE' THI'RTYEIGHT, FROM RIVERTQN, .WYOMING, AND ONCE, IN, · -· :, 
.. . ·' . ~ ~ ·;... ) ,_ .. ....... ' '' 

-THIRTYNINE F_ROM LINCOLN, 
0

NE:BRASKA·. _ APP~9PR~ATE_ TEtETYPE LEA~S , SE! OUT. 
~ ; i • ' i 

APPLICANT j NO CRED,IT RECORD~ . STEP-:-fATHER EXCELLENT ONE: NO :CRI,~I~AL 
' ' " "· .• - \ ' \ "" ' ' 

RECORDS FOR APPLICANT OR FAMILY• . APPLICANTS DRAF;f CLASSIF+CTXXX . · 
I !• 1 '"· '\ • ~ ~' • ' . .• . ~ 1, ) 

" cLASSIFrcrxxx ciAssifrcATI9N ONE a; Ut:JCHANGED . AFT~ 'RE,:vh:w" BY ·i:ocAL 
• 1 • __ :_ ._ --2....-:- ·~ L Jr • ; <'t•~ . ;. ' C - ; 

. BOARD ·NIJ.MBER FOUR, , GRAND . RAPIDS, DECE~~ER . N,INE, FORTYQNE.. , ALL. PBRSpN~·~ 
' • ~ , ·1 •' .. ~. '. I . :..· i • ~ • l 

-INTERVIEW.ED ·STATE A-f>PLICANT WILLING TO' B'E INDUCTED IF -. CA1LED' A'ND~ NOT 
I 1;;" t ~ - ·, :' ' - ' :°" ""\ ' • ;" • / ' ~ •." ' 'I -~ '• - f, I t• :, 1' ). \, 

FIL,ING . S.A · APPLICATION TO, AVOID MILITARY SERVICE. · ~ 
.. " I! ' .._ ~ " ~ ' ' It I • • 

·'· 

I r . . . 
A AND H ' ··-" 

" . ·· .. : 
21-0, AM O* FBI WASH DC JHJ 
• ~- •. !" ~ ... '-/ " ... -

" 
' . . .. \. " 



FB~ . NEW JJAVEN ·1.-17-42 

COMMUi11CATIU~S SEGT!Orl 

JAN 1.7 1942. 

TJ;:LETYPE ~'. ,'' 

-~ 1-46 
·' 

.. ·:( ' "t~. . . J 

'MJ:. T9l!!<>b • ..•••.•.•• 

Mr, trr. A:•T0

amxn-. •. . · . . 
M,-. Gle~g .... "_.;:._,. 
Mr. <;le.vi.n .• :,: • • ~ -~ ­
Mi;.'Ladd ... ••... ~ •• :. 

DlRECTOR ' J ·.• ·,• r•1 1 " ~ • ..,. ·. . " . ' . t:! . .' . . . . . . . . ':r"":,...-,f-""""°-

L I G HT. ; , GERALD . RUDOLPH FORD', JR, SA APPtICANT . ·, REGIS;I'RARS: R 

, ' 

. .., 't ' • ' , ' l ..,. I • -._, ".). ' f; ,.· 'I,\ o,# 

i ~- ~~ f , , r: .i • _ -• ' '- '· ' ,r ' ~ "- • __ , : 

YALE . UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL :REF~EC'f APPLICANT ENTERED «FEBRUAltY SEVEN, '.<~: 
• . fl -.. ;:: , I~. , , :; ~ \. _... ~ ·- ~~''-'",.,~' 1, ... _ {.,:'~ 

'· I I' . 'J. ' ~ • " .\ ' _ '. l 1 

NINETEEN ·rHIRrYErGHr-, GRADUATED witH L L · LB '-JuNE, ··NINETEEN: ·FoRrYoNE, , . ~(t 
t •' '•~ .. , -. ,~;·,, ." ·,_ "!'I~'\..;, . .'#~: ; ' ..... ',! 'j· ·j_',. l' j• 4"°: !:t_..,_•'-/., ..:.t•- ,-f;·~ - .;-, : 

RANKED FIFr.isrxr . '1N· "CLASS· OF ·HuNDRED TWENTYSEVEN WlTH SEVENTYF.OUR PO'I~T . 
1 I., ~. ' . .. , . , \ , ~ ._.., ~ : )- ·' , ' • _... , ~ ' -, \ ' , . ·•. '1 • ~ , .;1 :~. -. , , .• ' _ { ~ '}. ~ • " -., '. ~/· _ ~, 

FIVE ;AVER.AGE.' RECOH!E D ~O :CONDITIONS 'AN'D."CONSlDERED ABOVE ,.AVERAGE· i :_ .. \ 
~· '1" •f~ r'f.,~f\·<' , ~'.. ·~ :\i '' ,,,~ ,: '• · . - I '• , • ~~ ~~" .~ ~ ,• /4 •• .., \ , ' ' : , '• :;, , , _,.i · ,· • ~:\': Jo. 

1

: •;..-" • '.} 

STUDEN'll; ~' ' RECORDS YALE '.ATHLETIC ~SSOCIATION . REFLECT APPL'ICANT STARTED AS ... . - .. ~- . - - ·' 
~ •\ - ., . ' "" . . .. 

I -• - \ I ~- ' . - 1' • 

ASSISTANT FOOTBALL COACH AND BOXING- .COACH' AUGUST ON;E, ' -NINETEEN THIRTYFJV, 
. ' '' ' :•- -I':. : '°·1'. 'f -~ '~11.' I ' \ •.': ~_,: .-,.',~· ' '•, ', ,~ ~ r_ ~·1' I,• ·~~ .''" I ,I _,._ . 

AND LEF:r v.ol.uNTAR'~LY 'JULY ':oNE, "NINET~EN FPRTYONE, . to · B~AcT·IcE~· tAW. :;:·: .:~ 
~· 1 

1 t~~~J"'""f~ 1 ~~. ~ ·~,.:;". ·,:,_,'?\ ~~··r-·.-w·•:.~.f- .·_' ::• "~.- ~'. -:._.j ·, ~ .. >;~~,,;,! ... ~f', 0

'1:-- I • 

:, SAl~ARY ,ON LEAVIf\lG, THIRTYFIV~ HUNDRED PER _:,ANNUM."~'-. WORK VERY SATISFACTORY 
I? .. , ,':, ,.· • ', ', ,~ , .. ,..·•·•:' "( ,-~:..f·,··- ,ti .{-; \ • , ~- ·~·t ·, \_ ' ~ '·· ... ~l r ~; '1 •F '·f,,_ _•,: 

AND - EXCEL~µJT ~~COMMEN~A'J.'ION GIVEN, ~ ; .FELLOW COACHES ·AND STUDENTS . WORKING 
.1.l • Ji. • • \ • • '.. 

.+ • ~· ,) ·l • . .. 

WITH FORD .'"HECOMMEND ' HIM HIGHLY AS BEING _CAPAi31.Et INDUS°TRIOUS WITH 
·,' .c ', t • ' 

EXCELLE.NT PERSONALITY, HABITS ·AND APPEA,f1ANCE. THEY STATE~ APPLICANT 
- ·_,} ;\ -:' : _.• ' ' • • • ' ' ) ' 1 r I• '; • r" ;, ~ I - ' I ' ' -', ,• ~ •' t "" .. -.i, - ' ,_ 

BEL9NGED:: .. r .o NO RAP .. ~9AL ORG~NIZATIONS NORF.ijS,_PLAYED A~: _JJNA_~ERI~AN ' '" •' 

rr~~ENc.rEs·.. .NEJ G~BoRH~o~ "cHE~~- R.~FLEcr~ l~o!li~JtoG'ATo~"y_~ 
0
F]RME lb · 

, · ·· · · ~·~tPt. · :; ~/. .:;::.".;.....· =~~-11 
~QOM ·~1TE., .· PR~$EN.T BASKE~ BALL. co'A~~:._AT_ l~AJ:~, S Wl~L-~R@--·q~~r$OOW~M: ,, 

EXC,ELLiNT ~ABits, C~AJiricfoi '·i1Np riM~E~·A~!f:~T;' ·· ~- ~;~f~t1:.kl~~ . ' : 
DEPAFir~ENT , '· .. HAARTF.o~b:~ · ~9NN, -~Er1ke:1_: ~~J>n,ici\m ~, ·. · }fJi-'f1t.!l¥i~·F · ·,, 

, . - ,. ~ - . ,.. .... 
{ t • 1 i ' .J ( ~ • 

CONN, . JUNE TWENTY ONE, NINETEEN THIRTYSEVE-N, ';'SPEED.ING t . P0STED ... eiND.: -FORFJ;I1l 

• '. F~,Ft;EN 'DOLLA=; BOND:' WAS . ALSO., ARREST~'n\NORT
0

1(~~-~NFORDi:~~· . c.a~·N·,,'\FE~JA} ' . ' - ~_.....~·- ------~. --..;....o.....---~---~~~ ... ~'.-tj 
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TELETY~E 
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' 4~·35 PM OK FBI WASH DC 

ORIGll\AL Rt: If f 0 Pf ES vATJON 



5~,55 · PM 
. . ~-t '• ' . • .. ' ' t~ •. .' '• ' "O ,".. ...,, .. 

~.· .. . . ' . . ' .., ;;' 
I jo~ V ' ii. ·~" \.' • .,. t ' '1• ,',t "l - L ' . '· < 

> . '-~- ·~ I : ' ~ _., 1 ~ I .:I ' ' ' • • ' J t :. 

OPEN. ·~ERALD .:.R.UDOL.PH .EORD, ,JR., , SA , ~PPLI,CANT. ·•' APPL~CA.NTS.' STEP« fAT:HER 
-" •. ~ .._ \' . • :- .. , • ·' "t' ;; . ..- 'J'•, 1. . {.·; ~· · .. ' '· ·);"" ;_,l_'. ':, ,.:; ·~: .. ~'" ·. . '~ -~- .. -- . "'~' .. 

:· 'LES_LIE 'KING W.Af, ·IN REAL ESTATE BtJSIN,ESS '-·RIVERTOW; .·.WY9MIN4., . FOR'~ MANY · "·· 
• ·,' ... 1 ~ ..., ot ' .r,; '· Y_, 

YEARS uNrrl. NINETEEN THIRTY, EIGHT :Bur Not.i · DECEASED. REPUTATION . M.bRAL-s 
11 .;. • 1~ • 1 ~ • , t• .i;: , 

1:\ " ti'~;. ,.·· \• f' i_. ·~ . .f' •• 1'1' r":' ··.:, ~· ., """~ .. ~ ;; iJ'_.' ··, 

.. ·AND CFr~RACTER :· coNS'~DERED EXCELLENT. NO CRIMINAL RECORD; SAT~~Stl\CTORY 
' • ' ~ . . .. , • l, . ~~· I • .. ' L ~ ~ . • l'\f~ ' 1 \ -~ ~. {· .• ' " ~ > ;-... . ·' ~- ,( t.~} . t I ~ '; 

CREDIT .• RECORD· ,RIVER'DON:, .. WYOMING • .. NO IND-ICA.TION OF tJN.AMERrCAN 'fEND.EN-
·1--, ... • .... ! .. ~ ·; t. . • ' ~ 

._,. C IES ., :' 

NICHOLSON 

END 
.h 1 ' 

' ACK PL~ 

ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATION 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
ForznNo.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU FILE NO. 67-1206 

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 

DENV:l!;R, COLORADO 1-26-42 

Tnl..E CJ 

PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

1-19-42 

REPORT MADE BY 

CHARLES G. CARR mg 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, JR. APPLICANT - SPECIAL AGENT 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Applicant's ~ather, LESLIE KING, was in 
real estate business, Riverton, Wyoming, for 
many years until 1938, but now deceased. Re­
putation and morals considered excellent; no 

~~orimins.J,,,reoord; satisfactory credit ~ecord, 
' Riverton, Wyoming; no indication of un-.Ameri­
can tendencies. 

- R. U. C. -

REFERENCE: tr,,A-f Bureau teletype dated January 16, 1942, 

AT DENVER, COLORADO DETAILS: 

,...J1peB Feoeipt o& retereaoe tele~, R. E. 
SLAGLE, Chief of Police, Riverton, Wyomil}g, 
was telephonically communicated with and he 
advised that Applicant's ~father, LESLIE 
KING, was the proprietor of the KING INVEST­
MENT COMPANY, a real estate agency, for many 
years prior to 1938. Chief~CLAGLE stated that 
~pplica~t's ~father traveled at that time 
and did not stay any length of time at one 

~place, and that he died several months later 
{)f ~~ after returning to Riverton. He stated that 

-rl'1 4~_ <Y ~l\ he had known Applicant's ~-father during 
~;_l:.-1.~ r.J~ the time that he was in Riverton, Wyoming, 

tO/t'f/13 11e111£,, and was of the opinion that his character, 
-,---1· reputation and morals were excellent; that 

/~C;~~/73 £-'- he had not heard anything against him, and S 1942 ..t0TU , fEj 
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#67-1206 

~ 
further that there wa.s no • i" j neol record on Applicant' s ~ 
father in Riverton. He stated that he had ascertained fro~ the 
merchants in Riverton that Applicant's ~father's credit 
record was satisfactory. 

Chief SLAGLE stated that he was positive that Ap­
plioa.nt' s ~father had no un-Amerioan tendencies. 

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA CHARLES Go CARR 
1-26-42 

Office: Denver 

Field Office File#: 67-1206 Bureau File#: 67-221008 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

DETAILS: 

GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, JRo 

Applicant's father, LESLIE KING, was in real 
estate business, Riverton, Wyoming, for many 
years until 1938, but now deceased. Reputation 
and morals considered excellent; no arrest 
record; satisfactory credit record, Riverton, 
Wyoming; no indication of un-American tendencies. 

AT DENVER, COLORADO 

Ro E. SLAGLE, Chief of Police, Riverton, Wyoming, 
was telephonically communicated with and he advised 

-that Applicant's father, LESLIE KING, was the 
proprietor of the KING INVESTMBNT COMPANY, a real 
estate agency, for many years prior to 1938. 
Chief SLAGLE stated that Applicant's father traveled 
at that time and did not stay any length of time at 
one place, and that he died several months later 
after returning to Rivertono He stated that he had 
known Applicant's father during the time that he was 
in Riverton, Wyoming, and was of the opinion that his 
character, reputation and morals were excellent; 
that he had not heard anything against him, and 
further that there was no arrest record on Applicant's 
father in Riverton. He stated that he had ascertained 
from the merchants in Riverton that'Applicant's father's 
credit record was satisfactory. 

Chief SLAGLE stated that he was positive that Applicant's 
father had no un-American tendencies. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

1 * U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 0 - 406-840 
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LIGHT. 'GERALD . RUDOLPH _ FORD, ,- ~R., 
;.::: .. ' ,. • . ,, • . t " ...... ( •· - ~ . • , \ 

NATIONAh PARK SERVICE, YELLOWSTONE ,,PARK, AS RANGER VERI·FIED KROM 
JUNE: S·rxp:EN TO SEPTEMBER THIU:E NINETEEN_ TH,lRTY - SIX~ . ._~ECORJ;)~; ' . -. 

• J •• f"""", ,:.......· -.-.;, • ., . ,,.. ' >:4 • ,.· ·r· 

REVEAL RATING AS.EXCELLENT TO GOOD AND APPLICAN:I' '" RE.COMMENDED FOR 
• :_.>if. . • • . •• . , . ~ ~ "' /. J~ - :<" . ' • ' ~ - ' ... • •• ~ ..... .. • • .., • 

REEMf.?Ij©YMENT. · · ~rs'rRr er RANGER ERAN1C ANDERS~N , . __ kAsi;suP.E:Rv1 sort;, · •»: 

RECOM~NDS 1!IGHbY~ AND ~!fTA;ES -~~PtI~AN; coNb.ucTED HiMSELF V·ER¥ . ' . ' 
~· . . . 
' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FormNo.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 

REPORT MADE: AT 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
TITLE 

0 

DATE: WHEN MADE PERIODFOft 
WHICH MADE 

l/Z2/42 1/15,16/42 

FILE NO. 67-359 
REPORT MADE: BY 

ALEXANDER L. GUCKER 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

CLD 

GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, JR. APPLICANT - SPECIAL AGENT 

svN0Ps1soFFACTS: Applicant born July 14, 1913. Attended 
South High School, Grand Rapids, 1927-
1931. 'Participated in outside activities, 
including three sports. Graduated in upper 
quarter of class, with four year average 

flt.£$ of fil;-58. Decree No. 59424, changing name 
from LESLIE KING, JR., to GERALD RUDOLPH 
FORD, JR., entered by Probate Court of 
Kent County December 3, 1935. Applicant 
member of law finn FORD and BUCHEN, and 
employed University of Grand Rapids as 
teacher of law in School of Business Admin­
istration, references and other persons 
interviewed recommend highly, saying 
personable, alert, industrious, temperate, 
energetic, forceful, popular, conscien-
tious, discreet, good mixer, good organizer, 
has great leadership ability. Neighbors 
give good report of Applicant and family. 
One person . states Applicant, holding ' . 
isolati~nis"t viewpoin{.:~t:!-:Ve J.!tf,Qf~ r~/ 

~AME.RICA FIRS'.l!- cqlllMI'l!TEE ~t-Yale 
~r9ity. Tiro per~2il§ JiJt.ate-A.ff'il.ia ted 

with COOQ:T;r.EE for same . reason. All agree 
_war changed .?::~pla ti onist opinions. All 

(~(r-o~ .....nPersons state Applicant and family 100% 
?;~C-7 ri!i, ~0~pf"Americans and free from subve. rsive tenden-

,o,rlf11 A/fP'(r cies or sympathies. ~!!:rents., .LES:W:E KING 
Cf • an.d OOROTHY GARDNER KINQ,, divorced On.aha, 

/ l-l-CAJ,f{ I.. Nebraska, 191L.. or 1915,. Mother married 

.J. 
: 

, . 
• 
I 

JO/ltp:5 """"~ 
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Reference: 

Details: 

GERALD RUDOLPH FORD at Grand Rapids, 
February 1, 1917. Present address of 
LESLIE KING unknown, but last heard from 
May 23, 1938, from Riverton, Wyoming, and 
once in 1939 from Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Applicant no credit~ step-father 
excellent one. No records for 
Applicant or family,· Applicant's draft 
classification I-B, unchanged after review 
Deceniber 9; 1941. All persons state 
Applicant willing to be inducted if called, 
and not filing application to avoid mil­
itary service. 

- RUC -

µ// (rureau teletype dated January 13, 1942. 
!.. ....... ' 

AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN: 

Mr. SHERMAN E. CORYELL, 1332 Giddings Avepue, S.E., 
Principal, South High School, 120 Hall Street, S.E.,- produced 
the records of Applicant's attendance at that School from the Fall 
of 1927 until graduation on June 19, 1931, which. indicated a four 
yea~average of 89 .. 58. Vr. CORYELL stated that this average 
would place Applicant in the upper fourth of his cless, on the 
basis of which he was elected to membership in the ~ational 
Honor Society. The records gave Applicant's birth as July 14, 
1913, at Omaha, Nebraska. They also indicated the Applicant's 
election by his fellow students to the School's Student Council, 
and his election by it to the Inter-Fi Council, composed of rep­
resentatives from all High Schools in the City. The records 
further showed Applicant's participation in the following acti­
vities: Glee Club, Latin Club, Football Team (Captain his 
Senior year), Basketball Team and Track Team. Mr. CORYELL advised 
that there is no record of any disciplinary action having been 

- 2 -



(Grand Hapids file 67-359) 

taken against Applicant. 

Mr. CORYELL stated that he had not been connected 
with South High School during Applicant's attendance there, but 
that he was farrdliar with Applicant 1 s outstanding record. He 
advised,that Applicant was 11 one man in a School generation,n 
and that he is considered one of South High Schoolts outstanding 
alumni. 

Mr. A.ETHUR W. KRAUSE, 910 Giddings Avenue, S.E., 
Superintendent of Public Shgols, 143 Bost-wick Avenue, N.E., 
advised that he had been l?'rincipa.l of South High School while 
Applicant -v.'as in attendance there. '"1e stated that Applicant was 

·a conscientious student, who had been extremely popular with his 
fellow students and also highly regarded by his teachers. Mr. 
KRAUSE said that during Applicant's term as football captain, as 
well as during his membership on the Student Council, he had 
demonstrated leadership ability which was outstanding in a boy 
of his age. rie also advised th&.t Applicant had given striking· 
evidence of his ability to 11keep his mouth shut." 

Vir. KRAUSE stated that he has been well acquainted 
with Applicant ever since his High School days, and cOn.siders him 
to be excellent material for any Government position. He also 
stated that he knows the reputation of Applicant and his entire 
family to be excellent, and that they are free and clear from 
any un-American or subversive tendencies. 

Mr. HOWARD W. WICKETT, 1644 Jefferson Avenue, S.E._, 
Apartment 2, Principal Creston High School, 1676 Plainfield Avenue, 
N.W., advised that he had been Applicant's session room teacher at 
South High School, as well as faculty Manager of athletics during 
the period of Applicant's attendance at that School. Mr. w::cKETI' 
stated that Applicant had made a splendid record both scholasti­
cally and athletically while at High School, and had been selected, 
in his Senior year, as Center of the All-State High School foot­
ball team. He characterized Applicant as a clean boy of good 
habits, good looking in appearance, and alert not only in class, 
but on the athletic field. 



(Grand Rapids file 67-359) 

Mr. WICKETT stated that the reputation of Applicant 
and of his family is above reproach, and thatnone of them hold 
any subversive tendencies so far as he knows or has heard. 
B.e advised that he would have no hesitation in. recommending 
Applic~nt for any position for which he had the technical 
qualifications. 

In the Office of the County Clerk of Kent County, 
Michigan, is contained, ~n Marriage Record Volume 18, Page 179, 
No. 4165, a record of the marriage at Grand Rapids, by C.O. 
GRIESHABER, Clergynian, on February 1, 1917, of GK.BALD RTJDOJ...PH 
FORD and DOROTHY GARDINER KING. Such record contains the nota­
tion that the bride had been married once before, without desig­
nating the manner in which such former marriage was terminated. 
Applicant advised that such former marriage had terminated in a 
divorce, decreed in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1914 or 1915. 

The records of the Probate Court of Kent County indicate 
that on December 3, 1935, on Petition of the Applicant, a Decree, 
No. 59424, was entered by JOHN DALTON, Probate Judge, changing 
Applicant's name from LESLIE KING, J:R.., to GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, 
JR. In the file containing the original Decree there is lodged 
a letter, dated May 23, 1938, from LESLIE KING, of Riverton, 
Wyoming, making inquiries concerning the proceedings. Applicant 
advised that he had last heard from his father by letter, received 
soP.l.fl.ti.~e in 1939, which bore no return address, but was pos~~arked 
11Lincoln, Nebraska; 11 and that neither he nor his mother knew the 
present whereabouts of his father. 

~ 

EMPLOYM.l:.1'JT 

Applicant is a member of the law firm of FORD and 
BUCHID<J, with offices at 621 Michigan Trust Building, S.E. corner 
of Pearl Street and Ottawa Avenue, N.W. Certificate of Copartner­
ship No. 2300, filed on June 20, 1941, in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Kent County, :Michigan, indicated that the members of 
that firm are GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, JR., and PHILIP W. BUCHEN. 

OR!GiNAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATitN 
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Mr. ROBERT J. McBAIN, 926 Joslin Street, S.E., Dean, 
School of Business Administration, University of Grand Rapids, 
1607 Robinson Road, S.E., stated that Applicant had been employed 
last Su.rrnner as teacher of law in the School of Business Admin­
istration and as Assistant Football Coach. Mr. McBAIN advised 
that Applicant is a man of excellent personality, who meets 
people well, and who has shown marked ability as an organizer in 
preparing the law course to be given during this School year. 
He stated that Applicant appears to be a good teacher, and is 
popular with his students., and that he had made a large contribu­
tion to the success of last Fall's football season. 

Mr. McBAIN stated that he knows Applicant socially, 
and that he does not use alcohol to excess. He also stated that 
he considers Applicant to be a 100% American. 

REFERENOES 

Mr. PAUL G. GOEBEL, 2310 Jefferson Drive, S.E., 
partner in the sporting goods firm of Goebel and Brown, 12 Monroe 
Avenue, N.E., stated that'he has knoWn Applicant for 18 or 20 
years, and is also acquainted with Applicant's family. He said 
that Applicant is "a splendid young man," popular, a.rid a good 
mixer, who had made a very good record in High School, at the 
University of Michigan, and at Yale Law School. Mr. GOEBEL 
stat-ed that Applicant has temperate habits, does not smoke, 
drinks rarely and very moderately when he does, and keeps him­
self in good physical condition. He also stated that, except 
for injuries to his"knees whkh Applicant had recieved while 
playing football, Applicant had enjoyed good health. 

Mr. GOEBEL further advised that Applicant has a great 
deal of 11drive 11 and organizing ability. As evidence of the latter, 
he cited Applicant's achievements in getting a law practice started, 
as well as the success of "Curbstone Quarterbacksn, a series of 
weekly luncheons for persons interested in football, promoted 
by Applicant, which "started from scratchn last Fall aDd built 
up to an attendance of 400 at one luncheon. 

- 5 -
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Mr. GOEBEL stated that Applicant's mother is a "fine, 
civic-minded woman,n and that his step-father is a civic leader 
who is very highly regarded in the community. He could give no in­
formation concerning Applicant's real father. Mr. GOEBEL said 
he was certain that Applicant and his entire family had no un­
American tendencies, and were loyal Americans. 

Mr. GOEBEL further advised that Applicant had spoken 
to him about Selective Service, and had stated his willingness 
to go into the anny if called, although he felt that his legal 
training would fit him.to serve his country more effectively 
than as a selectee, and hence ne had made Application for employ­
ment both by the Office of Naval Intelligence and by the Bureau. 

Mr. GOEBEL stated that he would be more than willing 
to employ Applicant himself, and that, although he m.a:le it a 
practice not to recommend people for jobs, he had no hesitation 
in recommending Applicant for employment by the B)lreau, and did 
so without any reservation. 

Dr. G. HOWARD SOUTI1fiCK, 1935 San Lu Rae Drive, S.E., 
East Grand Rapids, physician and surgeon, 55 Sheldon Avenue, S.E., 
stated that he had kncrwn Applicant for about 12 years, and his 
family even longer. Dr. SOUTHWICK gave substantially''the same 
information about Applicant and his family as Yr. GOEBEL, adding 
that Applicant is a person of the highest integrity, and that 
his half-brotr1er, THOMAS FORD, is an Ensign in the United States 
Na.vi; presently stationed somewhere on the West Coast. 

liir. THORNE J. BRalN, 937 Chippewa Drive, S.E., partner 
in the sporting goods finn of 0oebel and Brown, 12 Monroe Avenue, 
N.W., stated thcit he had kncrwn Applicant for a least 10 years. 
Mr. BROWN gave approximately the same information concerning 
Applicant and his fatuily as Mr. GOEBEL and Dr. SOUTI~VICK, and 
characterized him as having "good habits. n He was particularly 
emphatic in his recommendation of Applicant;fs.r Ofllp±e~ 

'-"~&ti,-.-
.... ·. ', 

Mr. FHEDERICK E. STILES, 1310 Franklin Street, S.E., 
member of the law firm of WILLIAMS, STILES and TUBBS, 538 

.- 6 -
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Michigan Trust Building, S.E. Corner Pearl Street and Ottawa 
Avenue, N .w., and President, Stiles Incorporated, 155 Eastern 
Avenue, S.E., stated that he had known Applicant for 7 years and 
his mother and step-father for 15 or 20 years. Mr. STILES corro­
borated the statements conceining Applicant and his family made 
by the-three previous references, He also described Applicant 
as a "fine fellow", who is intelligent and discreet, possessing 
both drive and ingenuity. Mr. STILES said that he considered 
Applicant worthy of the highest possible recommendation. 

[ - _ 1 advi~d 
that he has knoWri Applicant and his family for a number of years, 
since his first association with Appli.cant 1 s step-father in 

business. L .. . } information concerning Applicant and his 
family was corroborauve- of that furnished by the other references. 

· L~ . · .. ~-) described applicant as a hard W!Jrker, 
a good mixer; and free from any trace of snobbishness. J:ie advised 
that he did not believe Applicant had been a member of the AMERICA 
FIRST COM1UTTEE at Yale University, but of an organization of 
similar name, which he could not recall, supporting the candidacy 

. of WENDELL WILLKIE for President. 

( __ ~ . .Jadvised that Applicant had held isola-
tionist opinions auring the past few years, but that he had 
changed such opinions following the entry of the United States 
into the War. He aiso advised that Applicant had expressed to 
him willingness· to serve hj_s country in any capacity for "Which 
he might be called. 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

AT EA.ST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN: 

Mrs. GEORGE J. HlL~DY, 1012 Santa Cruz Drive, S.E., 
whos husband is employed in the shops of the Pere 1iarquette Rail-

.... -~,,..- ... , FOr; ,...,,..,, .. "·"·,·.,-:-1/f.rl ION ORlGfrt'\L t'>t. t ll'.;.:.:_,, · ,, rn.c.::_ic:.,. n 
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road, advised that she has been a neighbor of the FORD family for 
the past four years, and is acquainted with all of them except 

Applicant, whom she knows barely to speak to because of him 
having been away from home until recently. She stated that the 
family are 11 splendid11 people, and that Applicant• s brothers, 
RICHARD and Jill'.ES, who are in School, are well-behaved boys who 
cause no trouble in the neighborhood. :Mrs. HARDY said that she 
had never heard any scandal concerning any member of the FORD 
family, or any rumor of their inaking un-American or subversive 
statements or having any such tendencies. 

The followingfersons, when interviewed, stated that 
they had Aach known Applicant's family for about two years, and 
gave substantially the same information as Mrs. HARDY: 

Mrs. RICHAHD J. ELIAS, 1016 Santa Cruz Drive, S.E., 
whose husband is a dentist, with offices at 744 Franklin Street, 
S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan. · 

Mrs. RUSSEL A. SWANEY, 1017 Santa Cruz Drive, S.E., 
whose husband is Secretary-Treasurer of Harper, Wegusen and 
Yonkman, Inc., 104 Federal Square Building, 29-33 Pearl Street, 
North West, Grand Rapids, investments. 

Mrs. HAROLD J. DAMSTRA, 1022 Santa C!iiuz Drive, S.E., 
whose husband is a physician, vtl. th offices at 1115 Weal thy Street, 
S.E.-, Grand Rapids. 

Mrs. BER!~ARD S. WAF.P.i,"'N, 1025 Santa Cruz Drive, stated 
that she had resided in the neighborhood only a short time and 
could give no information about Applicant or his family. 

' 

X o rr~,;I \ (~:~~--~&S;~ 
' ' 

AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN: 

r 
J 

\ statea that h:e'l.1.8.s known~-!pplfcant 'for 8 years, haring 
'-iseen·a.-Fra terni ty brother, Del ta Kappa Epsilon, of Applicant's 

- 8 -
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at the University of Michigan. He characterized Applicant as a 
nswell fellow," entirely trustworthy, whose word is entitled to 
absolute reliance, having no bad habits, and being only an 
occasional moderate drinker. 

---·--- :. j stated that Applicant, while attending the 
University o:r1if:rchigan, had held the view, shared by many of his 
contemporaries, that war is entirely futile as a means of settling 
anything, and was strongly set against taking part in any war 
which might occur in the .future. He stated that out of these 
views, Applicant evolved an adherence to the isolationist view­
point when the present War began and aid to Britain was advocated. 
He further stated tliat, motivated by his isolationist viewpoint, 
Applicant joined the AMERICA FIRST COWHTTEE when it was first 
organized at Yale Universi.!:l by two of Applicant 1 s friends in 
the law school. 1_ __ :_ .. -._advised he was convinced that Appli­
cant had adhered to the CCl~KIT'fEE with pure motives, and not 
with any subversive intent. He further stated that, when the 
authorities of Yale University suggested to Applicant that it 
was ernbarrasing for the University to have !l.im, while a member 
of the football coaching staff, active on the COMMITTEE, Applicant 
promptly severed all connection with the COMMITTEE; ,and that short­
ly afterward, Applicant became associated with the Vf.I.LKIE Organ­
ization and worked hard organizing WILKIE-for-President Clubs 
in Colleges and Universities throughout the country. 

__ r- ·1 
, advised .f,fu:i.f, he has known Appli­

Qant-since-~tney·W'ere iri grade.school together. He said that he 
and Applicant had gone to different High Schools, but had been 
together at the University of Michigan, Wl1§l~r~_ Applicant belonged 
to the Delta Kappa Epsi+on Fraternity. L ___ . . . ldescribed 
Applicant as having good moral fibre, no bad habits, and being 
a good organizer. 

tion as~ 
,•-..--~ 

.. . _gave substantially the same informa­
.a.bout Applicant's connection with the A!v1ERICA 

.--...J 

- 9 -
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FIRST COVliiITTEE, except that he doubted Applicant• s havin~ been 
one of the organizers, at Yale University. He corroborated,' -, 

( Jin his statement that Applicant's connection with the 
CClltlMITTEE had been due to his isolationist viewpoint rather than 
to any subversive tendencies, and stated that in his opinion 
Applican.t is a loyal American •. ~ ·stated that he 
would recommend Applicant without reservation for a position 
with the Bureau. 

has· known Applicant since he was about 
. ....... .. . j stated that he 

four y;are pld, He ., 
. "-......: r

s~a te~ .'t.~~~ri~r 
. ~ . . 

i 

r-· gave substantially the same information 
about Appli~t ancf his fam:i.ly ji.S_ the references, ,named above, 
and corroboratedf"" )statements concernimg Applicant's 
connection with the AMERICA-FIRST COMMITTEE and his motives in 
such connection. 

AT EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN: 

}Ar. ALLAN EIJ..IOTT, Grandville, Michigan, teacher and 
athl~tic coach, East Grand Rapids High School, 2021 Lake Drive, 
S.E., stated that he has known Applicant since they were both 
youngsters, having gone to both Junior and Senior High School, 
and played on the sarrf'e teams, with Applicant. Mr. ELLIOTT said 
that Applicant is a good, clean sport of temperate habits, and 
is an excellent organizer, as he has seen from contact with Appli­
cant in the work of the Grand Rapids Junior Association of Com­
merce, of which they are both members. He also said that even 
as a boy, particularly on various athletic teams, Applicant showed 
outstanding leadership ability. 

Mr. ELLIOTT advised that Applicant 1 s two half­
brothers, RICHARD and JAMES, attend East Grand Rapids High School 
where he has had an opportunity to observe them, and that neither 

- 10 -
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has ever been the subject of disciplinary action. 

Mr. ELLIOTT stated his conviction that Applicant had 
noun-American sympathies or tendencies, and of Applicant's 
absolute loyalty to the United States. 

Mrs. DONALD T. MAEJl!TZ, 9.33 Orchare Road. S.E., whose 
husband is a salesman, stated that she had Y.nonn Applicant for 
a number of years, and had attended the University of Michigan 
while Applicant -was matrieulating there. She said he is a 
"swell fellow, 11 entirely free from subversive tendencies, and 
very highly regarded by the group of men and women of his own 
age who constitute his closest friends. Mrs. N..AENTZ advised that, 
although she has frequently attended social functions at which 
Applicant was present, both at the University and in Grand Rapids, 
she has never seen him drink to excess. 

Mr. HOWARD R. DAVIDSON, JR., 942 Dickinson Street, 
S.E., member of the firm of HOWARD R. DAVIDSCN Co. 1480 Buchanan 
Avenue, S.E., sales agents, stated that he has known Applicant 
since the days they attended grade school together, and that 
11 they don't come any finer 11 than Applicant. Mr. DAVIDSON made 
substantially the sa:m.e statements concerning Applicant as those 
made by his references and by other disinterested persons. 

CREDIT 

Mr. WILqAM J. BOMKEil!.A, official of Merchants Service 
Bureau, 309-321 Federal Square Building, 29-33 Pearl Street, N.W., 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that Applicant had no credit record 
with the Bureau, but that Applicant's step-father, GERALD RUDOLPH 
FORD, had an excellent credit rathing. Mr. ROMKEMA also advised 
that he is personally acquainted with Applicant's step-father, 
who has a fine reputation in the community, and is very active 
in all types of civic enterprises. 

- 11 -
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Mrs. ADDIE M. DEUTSCH, Assistant Record Clerk, 
Grand Rapids Police Department, 35 Crescent Avenue, N.w., Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, advised that she could locate no record of any 
arrest of Applicant or of any member of his family. 

Officer EARL WAGNER, East Grand Rapids Police Depart­
ment, 750 Lakeside Drive, S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised 
that the records of such Department contC:lined no notation of 
any arrest of Applicant or of any member of his family. 

SELECTIVE SERVICE 

Miss MARGUERITE VAN DYKE, Assistant Clerk, Local 
Board No. 4, 211 Houseman Building, N.E. corner Pearl Street 
and Ottawa Avenue, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that 
Applicant's Questionnaire stated he was born at Qmaha, Nebraska, 
on July 14, 1913. Miss VAN DYKE further advised that Applicant's 
Classification was 1-B, based on the record of his physical 
examination, following a review of such Classification made by 
the Local Board on December 9, 1941. 

- REFER.RED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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tnIDEVELOPED LEADS 

TIIB DENVER FIELD DIVISION: 

AT RIVERTON, WYOLUNG, Will ascertain the reputation 
of Applicant's father, LESLIE KING, last known to be in Riverton 
about M'ay 23, 1938 (Teletype lead set out on January 15, 1942). 

THE NEW HAVEN FIELD DIVISICll: 

AT NEWHAVEN, "CONNECTICUT, will investigate Applicant's 
connection with the AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE at the Yale University 
Law School (Teletype lead set out on January 17, 1942). 

THE OMAHA FIELD DIVISION~ 

AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, will ascertain the reputation of 
Applicant's father, LESLIE KING, last known to b~ in Lincoln in 
1939, when street address unknown (Teletype lead set out on 
January 15, 1942). 

AT ()if.AHA, NEBRASKA, will check the records of the 
divorce of Applicant's parents, DOROTHY GARDNER KING from 
LESLIE KING, in 1914 or 1915 (Teletype lead set out cin January 
15, 1942). 

- 13 -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA ALEXANDER L. GUCKER 
1-22-42 

67-359 

GERALD RUOOLPH FORD / JR. 

Office: GRAND RAPIDS 

Bureau File#: 67-221008 

Applicant born July 14, 1913. Attended South 
High School, Grand Rapids, 1927-1931. Participated 
in outside activities, including three sports. 
Graduated in upper quarter of class, with four 
year average of 89.58. Decree No. 59424, changing 
name from LESLIE KING, JR. , to GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, JR • , 
entered by Probate Court of Kent County December 3, 
1935. Applicant member of law firm FORD and BUCHEN, 
and employed University of Grand Rapids as teacher of 
law in School of Business Administration, references 
and other persons interviewed recorrnnend highly, saying 

-personable, alert, industrious, temperate, energetic, 
forceful, popular, conscientious, discreet, good mixer, 
good organizer, has great leadership ability. Neighbors 
give good report of Applicant and family. One person 
states Applicant, holding isolationist viewpoint, joined 
AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE at Yale University. Two persons 
state affiliated with COMMITTEE for same reason. All J 

agree war changed isolationist opinions. All persons 
state Applicant and family 100% Americans and free from 
subversive tendencies or sympathies. Parents, LESLIE 
KING and OOROTHY GARDNER KING divorced Omaha, Nebraska, 
1914 or 1915. Mother married GERALD RUIX)LPH FORD at 
Grand Rapids, February 1, 1917. Present address of 
LESLIE KING unknown, but last heard from May 23, 1938, 
from Riverton, Wyoming, and once in 1939 from Lincoln, 
Nebraska. Applicant no credit record~ step-father 
excellent one. No arrest records for Applicant or 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclu~ions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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family. Applicant's draft classification I-B, unchanged 
after review December 9, 1941. All persons state Applicant 
willing to be inducted if called, and not filing application 
to avoid military service. 

-RUC-

AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN: 

Mr. SHERMAN E. CORYELL, 1332 Giddings Avenue, S.E., Principal, 
South High School, 120 Hall Street, S.E., produced the records 
of Applicant's attendance at that School from the Fall of 1927 
until graduation on June 19, 1931, which indicated a four year 
average of 89.58. Mr. CORYELL stated that this average would 
place Applicant in the upper fourth of his class, on the basis 
of which he was elected to membership in the National Honor 
Society. The records gave Applicant's birth as July 14, 1913, 
at Omaha, Nebraska. They also indicated the Applicant's 
election by his fellow students to the School~s Student Council, 
and his election by it to the Inter-Hi Council, composed of 
representatives from all High Schools in the City. The records 
further showed Applicant's participation in the following 
activities: Glee Club, Latin Club, Football Team (Captain his 
Senior year), Basketball Team and Track Team. Mr. CORYELL 
advised that there is no record of any disciplinary action 
having been taken against Applicant. 

Mr. CORYELL stated that he had not been connected with 
South High School during Applicant's attendance there, but 
that he was familiar with Applicant's outstanding record. He 
advised that Applicant was "one man in a School generation," 
and that he is considered one of South High School's outstandin~ 
alumni. 

Mr. ARTHUR w. :KRAUSE, 910 Giddings Avenue, S.E., Superintendent 
of Public Schools, 143 Bostwick Avenue, N.E., advised that 
he had been Principal of South High School while Applicant 
was in attendance there. He stated that Applicant was a 
conscientious student, who had been extremely popular with 
his fellow students and also highly regarded by his teachers. 
Mr. KRAUSE said that during Applicant's term as football 
captain, as well as during his membership on the student 
council, he had demonstrated leadership ability which was 
outstanding in a boy of his age. He also advised that 
Applicant had given striking evidence of his ability to 
11 keep his mouth shut. 11 
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Mr. KRAUSE stated that he has been well acquainted with Applicant 
ever since High School days, and considers him to be excellent 
material for any Government position. He also stated that he 
knows the reputation of Applicant and his entire family to be 
excellent, and that they are free and clear from any un-American 
or subversive tendencies. 

Mr. HOWARD W. WICKETT, 1644 Jefferson Avenue, S.E., Apartment 2, 
Principal Creston High School, 1676 Plainfield Avenue, N.W., 
advised that he had been Applicant's session room teacher at South 
High School, as well as faculty Manager of athletics during the 
period of Applicant's attendance at that School. Mr. WICKETT 
stated that Applicant had made a splendid record both scholasti­
cally and athletically while at High School, and had been selected 
in his Senior year, as Center of the All-State High School foot­
ball team. He characterized Applicant as a clean boy of good 
habits, good looking in appearance, and alert not only in class, 
but on the athletic field. 

Mr. WICKETT stated that the reputation of Applicant and of his 
family is above reproach, and that none of them hold any subver­
sive tendencies so far as he knows or has heard. He advised 
that he would have no hesitation in recommending Applicant for 
any position for which he had the technical qualifications. 

In the Office of the County Clerk of Kent County, Michigan, is 
contained, in Marriage Record Volume 18, Page 179, No. 4165, a 
record of the marriage at Grand Rapids, by c. o. GRIESHABER, 
Clergyman, on February 1, 1917, of GERALD RUDOLPH FORD and 
DOROTHY GARDINER KING. Such record contains the notation that 
the bride had been married once before, without designating 
the manner in which such former marriage was terminated. 
Applicant advised that such former marriage had terminated in a 
divor£e, decreed in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1914, or 1915. 

The records of the Probate Court of Kent County indicate that 
on December 3, 1935, on Petition of the Applicant, a Decree, 
No. 59424, was entered by JOHN DALTON, Probate Judge, changing 
Applicant's name from LESLIE KING, JR., to GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, 
Jr. In the file conhaining the original Decree there is lodged 
a letter, dated May 23, 1938, from LESLIE KING, of Riverton, 
Wyoming, making inquiries concerning the proceedings. Applicant 
advised that he had last heard fl{t;jn~.his father by letter, received 
sometime in 1939, which bore no r~turn address, but was postmarked 
"Lincoln, Nebraskar 11 and that neither he nor his mother knew the 
present whereabouts of his father. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Applicant is a member of the law firm of FORD and BUCHEN, with 
offices at 621 Michigan Trust Building, s.E., corner of Pearl 
Street and Ottawa Avenue, N.W. Certificate of Copartnership 
No. 2300, filed on June 20, 1941, in the Office of the County 
Clerk 9£ Kent County, Michigan, indicated that the members of 
that firm are GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, JR., and PHILIP w. BUCHEN. 
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Mr. ROBERT J. McBAIN, 926 Joslin Street, S.E., Dean, School of 
Business Administration, University of Grand Rapids, 1607 
Robinson Road, S.E., stated that Applicant had been employed 
last Summer as teacher of law in the School of Business Admin­
istration and as Assistant Football coach. Mr. McBAIN advised 
that Applicant is a man of excellent personality, who meets 
people well, and who has shown marked ability as an organizer in 
preparing the law course to be given during this School year. 
He stated that Applicant appears to be a good teacher, and is 
popular with his students, and that he had made a large contribu­
tion to the success of last Fall's football season. 

Mr. McBAIN stated that he knows Applicant socially, and that he 
does not use alcohol to excess. He also stated that he considers 
Applicant to be a 100% American. 

REFERENCES 

Mr. PAUL G. GOEBEL, 2310 Jefferson Drive, S.E., partner in the 
sporting goods firm of Goebel and Brown, 12 Monroe Avenue, N.E., 
stated that he has known Applicant for 18 or 20 years, and is 
also acquainted with Applicant's family. He said that Applicant 
is 11 a splendid young man, 11 popular, and a good mixer, who had 
made a very good record in High School, at the University of 
Michigan, and at Yale Law School. Mr. GOEBEL stated that 
Applicant has temperate habits, does not smoke, drinks rarely 
and very moderately when he does, and keeps himself in good 
physical condition. He also stated that, except for injuries 
to his knees which Applicant had recetved while playing football, 
Applica~t had enjoyed good health. 

Mr. GOEBEL further advised that Applicant has a great deal of 
11 driven and organizing ability. As evidence of the latter, he 
cited Applicant's achievements in getting a law practice started, 
as well as the success of 11 Curbstone Quarterbacks", a series of 
weekly luncheons for persons interested in football, promoted 
by Applicant, which 11 started from scratch" last Fall and built 
up to an attendance of 400 at one luncheon. 

Mr. GOEBEL stated that Applicant's mother is a "fine, civic­
rninded woman," and that his step-father is a civic leader who 
is very highly regarded in the cormnunity. He could give no 
information concerning Applicant's real father. Mr. GOEBEL said 
he was certain that Applicant and his entire family had no un­
American tendencies, and were loyal Americans. 
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Mr. GOEBEL further advised that Applicant had spoken to him 
about Selective Service, and had stated his willingness to go 
into the army if called, although he felt that his legal 
training would fit him to serve his country more effectively 
than as a selectee, and hence he had made Application for employ­
ment with several Government agencies. 

Mr. GOEBEL stated that he would be more than willing to employ 
Applicant himself, and that, although he made it a practice 
not to recommend people for jobs, he had no hesitation in 
recommending Applicant for employment and did so without 
any reservation. 

Dr. G. HOWARD SOUTHWICK, 1935 San Lu Rae Dtive, S.E., East 
Grand Rapids, physician and surgeon, 55 Sheldon Avenue, S.E., 
stated that he had known Applicant for about 12 years, and his 
family even longer. Dr. SOUTHWICK gave substantially the same 
information about Applicant and his family as Mr. GOEBEL, adding 
that Applicant is a person of the highest integrity, and that 
his half brother, THOMAS FORD, is an Ensign in the United States 
Navy, presently stationed somewhere on the West Coast. 

Mr. THORNE J. BROWN, 937 Chippewa Drive, S.E., partner in the 
sporting goods firm of Goebel and Brown, 12 Monroe Avenue, 
N.W., stated that he had known Applicant for at least 10 years. 
Mr. BROWN gave approximately the same information concerning 
Applicant and his family as Mr. GOEBEL and Dr. SOUTHWICK, and 
characterized him as having 11 good habits. 11 He was particularly 
emphatic in his recommendation of Applicant. 

Mr. FREDERICK E. STILES, 1310 Franklin Street, S.E., member of 
the law firm of WILLI.AMS;;; STILES, And TUBBS, 598 Michigan Trust 
Building, S.E. Corner Pearl Street and Ottawa Avenue, N.W., and 
President, Stiles Incorporated, 155 Eastern Avenue, S.E., stated 
that he had known Applicant for 7 years and his mother and step­
father for 15 or 20 years. Mr. STILES corroborated the statements 
concerning Applicant and his family made by the three previous 
references. He also described Applicant as a 11 fine fellow 11

, who 
is intelligent and discreet, possession both drive and ingenuity. 
Mr. STILES said that he considered Applicant worthy of the 
highest possible recommendation. 
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r 
advised that he has known Applicant and his family for a j 
number of years, since his first association with Applicant's 
step-father in business. r - information concerning 
Applicant and his family was-corroborative of that furnished 
by the other references. 

( _\described applicant as a hard worker, a good 
mixer, and free from any trace of snobbishness. He advised 
that he did not believe Applicant had been a member of the 
AM.ERICA FIRST COMMITTEE at Yale University, but of an organ­
ization of similar name, which he could not."'recall,,supoorting 
the candidacy of WENDELL WILLKIE for President. 

r-- . _advised that Applicant had held isolationist 
bpinions du:L-'ing the past few years, but that he had changed 
such opinions following the entry of the United States into 
the War. He also advised that Applicant had expressed to him 
willingness to serve his country in any capacity for which 
he might be called. 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

AT EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN: 

Mrs. GEORGE J. HARDY, 1012 Santa Cruz Drive, S.E., 'Whose 
husband is employed in the shops of the Pere Marquette Rail­
road, advised that she has been a neighbor of the FORD family 
for the-past four years, and is acquainted with all of them 
except Applicant, whom she knows barely to speak to beca~se 
of him having been away from ho~e until recently. She stated 
that the family are 11 splendid 11 people, and that Applicant's 
brothers, RICHARD and JAMES, who are in School, are well-behaved 
boys who cause no trouble in the neighborhood. Mrs. HARDY said 
that she had never heard any scandal concerning any member of 
the FORD family, or any rumor of their making un-American or 
subversive statements or having any such tendencies. 

The following persons, when interviewed, stated that they had 
each known Applicant's family for about two years, and gave 
substantially the same information as Mrs. HARDY: 

Mrs. RICHARD J. ELIAS, 1016 Santa Cruz Drive, S.E., whose 
husband is a dentist, with offices at 744 Franklin Street, 
S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Mrs. RUSSEL .A. SWANEY, 1017 Santa Cruz Drive, S.E., whose 
husband is secretary-Treasurer of Harper, Wegusen and 
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Yonk.man, Inc., 104 Federal Square Building, 29-33 Pearl Street, 
North West, Grand Rapids, investments. 

Mrs. HAROLD J. DAMSTRA, 1022 Santa Cruz Drive, S.E., whose 
husband is a physician, with offices at 1115 Wealthy Street, 
S.E., Grand Rapids. 

Mrs. BERNARD s. WARREN, 1025 Santa Cruz Drive, stated that she 
had resided in the neighborhood only a short time and could 
give no information about.Applicant or his family. 

AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN: 

r-·, ---~ .. . .. . . . 
stated that he has known Applicant for 8 years, having ~een -
a Fraternity brother, Delta Kappa Epsilon, of Applicant's at 
the University of Michigan. He characterized Applicant as a 
11 swell fellow, 11 entirely trustworthy, whose work is entitled 
to absolute reliance, having no bad habits, and being only 
an occasional moderate drinker. 

c~~--· -1stated that Applicant, while attending the Un.{ ver-
y of .Michigan, haq held the view, shared by many of his 

contemporaries, that war is entirely futile as a means of 
settling anything, and was strongly set against taking part 
in any war which might occur in the future. He stated that out 
of these views, Applicant evolved an adherence to the isoJa­
tionist viewpoint when the present War began and aid to Britain 
was adv5cated. He further stated that, motivated by his 
isolationist viewpoint, Applicant joined the AMERICA FIRST 
COMMITTEE when it was first organized at Yale University by 
two of Applicant 1 s friends in the law school. j"-~ . . -f 
advised he was convinced that Applicant had adr1erea-:EO~tne COMMITTEE 
with pure motives, and not with any subversive intent. He further 
stated that, when the authorities of Yale University suggested 
to Applicant that it was embarrasing for the University to have 
him, while a member of the football coaching staff, active on 
the COMMITTEE, Applicant promptly severed all conneqtion with 
the COMMITTEE; and that shortly afterward, Applicant became 
associated with the WILKIE Organization and worked hard organizing 
WILKIE-for-President Clubs in Colleges and Universities through-
out the country. 
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j 
_ _J 

I advised that he has known 
'Applicant since they were in grade school together. He said 
that he and Applicant had gone to different High Schools, but 
had been together at the University of Michigan, where j\ppli-
cant belonged to the Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity. ~ · · · ·-----1 

described Applicant as having good moral fibre, no ba riabits, 
and being a good organizer. 

L gave substantially the same information as ('" ---·-) 
about Applic•nt•s connection with the AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE, 
except that he doubted Applicant's having been one of the 
organizers at Yale University. He corroborated r · -~; in 
his statement that Applicant's connection with t'l1e COMMITTEE 
had been due to his isolationist viewpoint rather than to any 
subversive tendencies, and stated that in his opinion Applicant 
is a loyal American. . . _ _)stated that he would recommend 
Applicant without reservation for a position of trust and 
confidence. 

_ ~ stated that he has known 
since-he "las about four years old. He stated that

9
\ 

~ gave substantially the same information about Appli-
cant and his family as the references, named above, and corro-
borated f ""\statements concerning Applicant 1 s 
connecti'on'witri"t:he AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE and his motives in 
such connection. 

AT EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN: 

Mr. ALLAN ELLIOTT, Grandville, Michigan, teacher and athletic 
coach, East Grand Rapids High School, 2021 Lake Drive, S .E:::, 
stated that he has known Applicant since they were both young­
sters, having gone to both Junior and Senior High School, and 
played on the same teams, with Applicant. Mr. ELLIOTT said 
that Applicant is a good, clean sport of temperate habits, and 
is an excellent organizer, as he has seen from contact with 
Applicant in the work of the Grand Rapids Junior Association of 
Commerce, of which they are both members. He also said that 
even as a boy, particularly on various athletic teams, Applicant 
showed outstanding leadership ability. 

- 8 -



67-359 

Mr. ELLIOTT advised that Applicant's two half-brothers, RICHARD 
and JAMES, attend East Grand Rapids High School where he has 
had an opportunity to observe them, and that neither.has ever 
been the subject of disciplinary action. 

Mr. ELLIOTT stated his conviction that Applicant had no un­
American sympathies or tendencies, and of Applicant's absolute 
loyalty to the United States. 

Mrs. DONALD T. MAENTZ, 933 Orchare Road~ S.E., whose husband 
is a salesman, stated that she had known Applicant for a number 
of years, and had attended the University of Michigan while 
Applicant was matriculating there. She said he is a "swell 
fellow, 11 entirely free from subversive tendencies, and very 
highly regarded by the group of men and women of his own age 
who constitute his closest friends. Mrs. MAENTZ advised that, 
although she has frequently attended social functions at which 
Applicant was present, both at the University and in Grand Ranids, 
she has never seen him drink to excess. 

Mr. HOWARD R. DAVIDSON, JR., 942 Dickinson Street, S.E., member 
of the firm of HOWARD R. DAVIDSON Co. 1480:Buchanan Avenue, 
s.E., sales agents, stated that he has known Applicant since 
the days they attended grade school together, and that "they 
don't come any finer" than Applicant. Mr. DAVIDSON made 
substantially the same statements concerning Applicant as tho:-::.e 
made by his references and by other disinterested persons. 

CREDIT 

Mr. WILLIAM J. BOMKEMA, official of Merchants Service Bureau, 
309-321 Federal Square Building, 29-33 Pearl Street, N.W., 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that Applicant had no credit 
record with the Bureau, but that Applicant's step-father, 
GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, had an excellent credit rating. Mr. 
ROMKEMA also advised that he is personally acquainted with 
Applicant's step-father, who has a fine reputation in the 
community, and is very active in all types of civic enternrises. 

ARREST 

Mrs. ADDIE M. DEUTSCH, Assistant Record Clerk, Grand Rapids 
Police Department, 35 Crescent Avenue, N.W., Grand Rapids. 
Michigan, advised that she could locate no record of any 
arrest of Applicant or of any member of his family. 
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Officer EARL WAGNER, East Grand Rapids Police Department, '75'1 
Lakeside Drive, S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that the 
records of such Department contained no notation of any arrest 
of Applicant or of any member of his family. 

SELECTIVE SERVICE 

Miss MARGUERITE VAN DYKE, Assistant Clerk, Local Board No. 4, 
211 Houseman Building, N.E. corner Pearl Street and Ottawa 
Avenue, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that Applicant's 
Questionnaire stated he was born at Omaha, Nebraska, on July 
14, 1913. Miss VAN DYKE further advised that Applicant's 
Classification was 1-B, based on the record of his ohvsica1 
examination, following a review of such Classification made by 
the Local Board on December 9, 1941. 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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