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Each of the following were introduced to the
Chairman in turn and exchanged brief greetings while
photographs and movies were taken: Secretary Kissinger,
Mrs. Kissinger, Amb. Bush, Counselor Sonnenfeldt, Assistant
Secretary Habib, Director Winston Lord, Mr. William Gleysteen,
Mr. Peter Rodman (NSC), and Ms. Anne Boddicker (NSC).
The Chairman stood and talked with considerable diffi-
culty. When he saw Mrs. Kissinger, he sat down and asked
for a note pad and wrote out the comment that she towered
over Secretary Kissinger. He then got up again and
greeted the rest of the party. Then the guests were
escorted out of the room except for Secretary Kissinger,
Ambassador Bush and Mr. Lord.

The participants sat in arm chairs in a semi-circle.
Throughout the conversation the Chairman would either
speak with great difficulty, with Miss Tang and Miss Wang
repeating what he said for confirmation and then trans-
lating, or he would write out his remarks on a note pad
held by his nurse. Throughout the conversation the
Chairman gestured vigorously with his hands and fingers

‘ in order to underline his point.

Chairman Mao: You know I have various allments all over
me. I am going to heaven soon.

Secretary Kissinger: Not soon.

Chairman Mao: Soon. I've already received an invitation
from God.

Secretary Kissinger: I hope ybu won't accept it for
a long while.

Chairman Mao: I accept the orders of the Doctor.

Secretary Kissinger: Thank you. The President is
looking forward very much to a visit to China and the
opportunity to meet the Chairman.

Chairman Mao: He will be very welcome.

Secretary Kissinger: We attach very great significance
to our relationship with the People's Republic.
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Chairman Mao: There is some significance, not so very
great. {Gesturing with his fingers) You are this (wide

space between two fingers) and we are this (small space).
Because you have the atom bombs, and we don't.

Secretary Kissinger: Yes, but the Chairman has often
said that military power is not the only decisive factor.

Chairman Mao: AsS Vice Premier Teng Hsiao-ping has said,
millet plus rifles.

Secretary Kissinger: And we have some common opponents.

Chairman Mao: Yes.

Secretary Kissinger: You said that in English and wrote
it. Can 1 have it?

Chairman Mao: Yes. (He hands over the note he had
written out.) ‘

Secretary Kissinger: I see the Chairman is progressing
in learning English.

Chairman Mao: NoO (holding two fingers close together) .
o you have quarreled with him (pointing toward Vice
Premier Teng).

gecretary Kissinger: Only about the means for a common
objective.

Chairman Mao: yYesterday, during your quarrel with the
Tice Premier, Yyou said the US asked nothing of China

and China asked nothing of the US. As I see 1it, this

is partially right and partially wrong. The small issue
is Taiwan, the big issue is the world. (He begins
coughing and the nurse comes in to help him.) 1f neither
side had anything to ask from the other, why would you
be coming to Peking? If neither side had anything to
ask, then why did you want to come to Peking, and why
would we want to receive you and the President?

Secretary Kissinger: We come to Peking because we bave
3 common opponent and because we think your perception
of the world situation is the clearest of any country we

deal with and with which we agree on some . . - many points.
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Chairman Mao: That's not reliable. Those words are not
reliable. Those words are not reliable because
according to your priorities the first is the Soviet
Union, the second is Europe and the third is Japan.

Secretary Kissinger: That is not correct.

Chairman Mao: It is in my view. (Counting with his
fingers.) America, the Soviet Union, Europe, Japan,
China. You see, five (holding up his five fingers).

Secretary Kissinger: That's not correct.

Chairman Mao: So then we. quarrel.

Secretary Kissinger: We quarrel. The Soviet Union is
a great danger for us, but not a high priority.

Chairman Mao: That's not correct. It is a superpower.
There are only two superpowers in the world (counting

on his fingers). We are backward (counting on his fingers).
America, the Soviet Union, Europe, Japan, China. We come
last. America, Soviet Union, Europe, Japan, China --

look.

Secretary Kissinger: I know I almost never disagree with
the Chairman, but he is not correct on this point -- only
because it is a matter of our priority.

Chairman Mao: (Tapping both his shoulders) We see that
what you are doing is leaping to Moscow by way of our
shoulders, and these shoulders are now useless. You
see, we are the fifth. We are the small finger.

Secretary Kissinger: We have nothing to gain in Moscow.

Chairman Mao: But you can gain Taiwan in China.

Secretary Kissinger: We can gain Taiwan in China?

Chairman Mao: But you now have the Taiwan of China.

Secretary Kissinger: But we will settle that between us.

Chairman Mao: In a hundred years.
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Secretary Kissinger: That's what the Chairman said the
last time I was here.

Chairman Mao: Exactly.

Secretary Kissinger: It won't take a hundred years.
Much less.

Chairman Mao: 1It's better for it to be in your hands.
And if you were to send it back to me now, I would not
want it, because it's not wantable. There are a huge
bunch of counter-revolutionaries there. A hundred years
hence we will want it (gesturing with his hand), and
we are going to fight for it.

Secretary Kissinger: Not a hundred years.

Chairman Mao: (Gesturing with his hand, counting) It

is hard to say. Five years, ten, twenty, a hundred years.
It's hard to say. (Points toward the ceiling) And when
I go to heaven to see God, I'll tell him it's better

to have Taiwan under the care of the United States now.

Secretary Kissinger: He'll be very astonished to hear
that from the Chairman.

Chairman Mao: No, because God blesses you, not us. God
does not like us (waves his hands) because I am a militant
-warlord, also a communist. That's why he doesn't like me.
(Pointing to the three Americans) He likes you and you

and you. ’

Secretary Kissinger: 1I've never had the pleasure of
meeting him, so I'm not sure. ~

Chairman Mao: I'm sure. I'm 82 years old now. (Points
toward Secretary Kissinger) And how old are you? 50 maybe.

Secretary Kissinger: 51.

Chairman Mao: (Pointing toward Vice Premier Teng) He's
71. (Waving his hands) And after we're all dead, myself,
him (Teng), Chou En-lai, and Yeh Chien-ying, you will
still be alive. See? We old ones will not do. We are
not going to make it out.
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Secretary Kissinger: If I may say one thing about what
the Chairman said earlier about our relative priorities.

Chairman Mao: All right.

Secretary Kissinger: Because the Soviet Union is a
superpower it is 1inevitable that it has much priority,
and we have to deal with it very frequently. But in
"terms of strategy we are trying to contain Soviet
expansionism, and this is why in strategy China has
priority for us. But we don't want to use China to
jump to Moscow because that would be suicidal.

Chairman Mao: You've already jumped there, but you no
Ionger need our shoulders.

Secretary Kissinger: We haven't jumped there. It's a
tactical phase which the President will also affirm to
you. .

Chairman Mao: And please convey my regards to your
President.

Secretary Kissinger: I will do this.

Chairman Mao: We welcome his visit.

Do you have any way to assist me in curing my present
inability to speak clearly?

Secretary Kissinger: You make yourself very well under-
stood even so. .

Chairman Mao: This part (pointing to his brain) is working
well, and I can eat and sleep. (Patting his knees) These
parts are not good. They do not ache, but they are not
firm when I walk. I also have some trouble with my

lungs. And in one word, I am not well, and majorally (sic)
unwell.

Secretary Kissinger: 1It's always a great joy to see the
Chairman.

Chairman Mao: You know I'm a showcase exhibit for
visitors.
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Secretary Kissinger: I've read over our conversation
two years ago, Mr. Chairman. I think it was one of the
most profound expositions of international affairs, and
we take it very seriously.

Chairman Mao: But there's still some things which we
must wait to observe. Some of the assessments I made
still have to be moved by the objective situation.

Secretary Kissinger: But I think the basic assessment
the Chairman made at that time insofar as the situation
has developed has proven correct, and we basically agree
with it. We've had a difficult period because of the
resignation of President Nixon, and we've had to do

more maneuvering than we would have liked.

Chairman Mao: I think that can be done. Maneuvering
1s allowable.

Secretary Kissinger: It was essential, but we are
putting that situation behind us.

Chairman Mao: Europe is too soft now.

Secretary Kissinger: We agree with the Chairman --
Europe 1s too soft. :

Chairman Mao: They are afraid of the Soviet Union.

Secretary Kissinger: They are afraid of the Soviet Union
and their domestic situation.

Chairman Mao: Japan is seeking hegemony.

Secretary Kissinger: Japan is not yet ready to seek
hegemony. That will require one more change in leader-
ship. But potentially Japan has the potential for
seeking hegemony.

Chairman Mao: Yes.

Secretary Kissinger: I think the next generation of
leaders, my student Nakasone, he was a student of mine
when I was a professor.... That generation will be
more ready to use the power of Japan.

SECREP/SENSITIVE
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Chairman Mao: Europe is too scattered, too loose.

Secretary Kissinger: Yes. We prefer Europe to be
unified and stronger.

Chairman Mao: That is also our preference. But it is
too loose and spread out, and it is difficult for it
"to achieve unity.

Secretary Kissinger: Also it does not have too many
strong leaders.

Chairman Mao: Oh, yés._

Secretary Kissinger: But Schmidt, who comes here next
week, 1s the strongest of the leaders in Europe today.

Chairman Mao: France is afraid of Germany (counting on
his fingers). They are afraid of the reunification of
West Germany and East Germany, which would result in a
fist.

Secretary Kissinger: Yes, France prefers to keep
Germany divided.

Chairman Mao: (Nodding yes) That's not good.

Secretary Kissinger: But they may unite on a nationalistic
basis, East and West Germany.

Chairman Mao: Yes, we are in favor of reunification.

Secretary Kissinger: It depends under whom.

Chairman Mao: West Germany has a population of 50 million
while East Germany has a population of 18 million.

Secretary Kissinger: West Germany is the strongest side
materially.

Chairman Mao: But the reunification of Germany now would
not be dangerous.

Secretary Kissinger: We favor the reunification of Germany,

but right now it would be prevented militarily by the Sovict
Union. But the US supports the reunification of Germany.

~SECRET/SENSITIVE




SEGRBEP7/SENSITIVE

-9 -

Chairman Mao: We agree on that, you and we.

Secretary Kissinger: And we are not afraid of a unified
Germany, but soviet power in Europe must be weakened
before it can happen.

Chairman Mao: Without a fight the Soviet Union cannot
be weakened.

Secretary Kissinger: Yes, but it is important for us
¥0 pick the right moment for this, and during the period
of Watergate we were in no position to do it. And

that is why we had to maneuver.

Chairman Mao: And it seems it was not necessary to
conduct the wWatergate affair in that manner.

Secretary Kissinger: It was inexcusable. Inexcusable.
(Miss Tang indicates puzzlément.) It was inexcusable

to conduct it in that manner. It was a minor event

that was played into a national and international tragedy
by a group of very shortsighted people. President Nixon.
was a good President (Chairman Mao nods affirmatively)
and I'm still in very frequent contact with him.

Chairman Mao: Please convey my regards to Mr. Nixon.

Secretary Kissinger: 1I'll call him when I return.

Chairman Mao: So please first of all send my regards
To President Ford and secondly my regards to Mr. Nixon.

Secretary Kissinger: I'll do both of these with great
pleasure.

Chairman Mao: You're too busy.

Secretary Kissinger: You think I travel too much?

Chairman Mao: I was saying that you are too busy, and
it seems that it won't do if you're not so busy. You
cannot keep from being so busy. When the wind and rain
are coming, the swallows are busy.

Secretary Kissinger: That will take me several days to
understand the full significance of that.

- SBEEREPASENSITIVE
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Chairman Mao: This world is not tranquil, and a storm --
the wind and rain -- are coming. And at the approach of
the rain and wind the swallows are busy.

Miss Tang: He (the Chairman) asks me how one says
"swallow" in English and what is "sparrow". Then I
said it is a different kind of bird.

Secretary Kissinger: Yes, but I hope we have a little
more effect on the storm than the swallows do on the
wind and rain.

Chairman Mao: It is possible to postpone the arrival of
the wind and rain, but it's difficult to obstruct the
coming.

Secretary Kissinger: But it's important to be in the
best position to deal with it when it does come, and
that is not a trivial matter. We agree with you that
the wind and rain are coming or may come, and we try
to put ourselves in the best possible position, not to
avoid it but to overcome it.

Chairman Mao: Dunkirk.

Secretary Kissinger: ©Not for us.

Chairman Mao: That is not reliable. You can see that
that 1s not the case for you now.

Secretary Kissinger: That will not be the case for us
in the future.

Chairman Mao: That is not reliable. A military corre-
spondent for the New York Times put out a book in August.

Secretary Kissinger: Who is he?

Miss Tang: (After consultations among the Chinese) We'll
look 1t up and tell you.

Chairman Mao: Do you think that the 300,000 troops ;he
US has ' in Europe at the present time are able to resist
a Soviet attack?

SEERET/SENSITIVE .
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Secretary Kissinger: The weakness in Europe is not our
troops but European troops. I think with nuclear weapons
we can resist the attack.

Chairman Mao: That correspondent did not believe the
US would use nuclear weapons.

Secretary Kissinger: The New York Times has had a vested
interest in American defeats the Iast ten years. If

there's a substantial attack in Western Europe, we'll
certainly use nuclear weapons. We have 7,000 weapons
in Europe, and they are not there to be captured. That
is in Europe. 1In the US we have many more.

Chairman Mao: But there is a considerable portion of
Americans who do not believe you'll use them. They do
not believe Americans will be willing to die for Europe.

Secretary Kissinger: Mr. Chairman, we've come through

a very difficult domestic period, partly caused by
Indochina, partly caused by Watergate, in which many
defeatist elements have been public. But if you watch
what we've done the last five years, we always confront
the Soviet Union and the Soviet Union always backs down.
And I can assure you, as the President will reassure
you, if the Soviet Union attacks Europe, we'll certainly
use nuclear weapons. And the Soviet Union must never
believe otherwise -~ it's too dangerous.

Chairman Mao: You have confidence, you believe in,
nuclear weapons. You do not have confidence in your
own army.

Secretary Kissinger: We have to face the reality that
we will not have so large an army as the Soviet Union.
That is a fact. And the most important fact is that no
European country will build a large army. ~If they dig,
then there would not be a problem. And, therefore, we
must build a strategy which is suited to that reality.

Chairman Mao: The Dunkirk strategy is not undesirable
either.

Secretary Kissinger: Mr. Chairman, finally we have to
have a minimum confidence in each other's statements.

SEGRET ASENSITIVE |
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There will be no Dunkirk strategy, either in the West or
in the East. And if there is an attack, once we have
stopped the attack, after we have mobilized, we are
certain to win a war against the Soviet Union.

Chairman Mao: (Gesturing with his fingers) We adopt
the Dunkirk strategy, that is we will allow them to
occupy Peking, Tientsin, Wuhan, and Shanghai, and in
that way through such tactics we will become victorious
and the enemy will be defeated. Both world wars, the
first and the second, were conducted in that way and
victory was obtained only later.

Secretary Kissinger: It is my belief that if there is
a massive Soviet attack anywhere in the world, the US

will become involved very quickly. And it is also my

conviction that the US will never withdraw from Europe
without a nuclear war.

Chairman Mao: There are two possibilities. One is your
possibility, the other is that of the New York Times.
That is also reflected in Senator Goldwater's speech of
June 3 in the Senate.

Secretary Kissinger: What did he say?

Miss Tang: We will send you a copy. It was during the
forelgn policy debate in the Senate on June 3.

Secretary Kissinger: But what was the main point?

Chairman Mao: His disbelief in Europe.

Secretary Kissinger: You have to understand, Mr. Chairman,
that it is the year before the election and much of what

is said is said for domestic effect. The New York Times
has had a certain position for 20 years and it has an
unparalled record for being wrong.

Chairman Mao: It is said that the New York Times is
controlled by a Jewish family.

Secretary Kissinger: That is true.

Chairman Mao: And also the Washington Post.

SECREFASENSITIVE
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Secretary Kissinger: The Washington Post -- it is no
longer true. (He then conferred with Ambassador Bush
who pointed out that Mrs. Graham was Jewish, the daughter
of Mr. Meyer.) You are right.

. A . .
Chairman Mao: The proprleegss 1s Jewish.

This Ambassador (looking toward Bush) is in a dire plight
in Peking. Why don't you come and look me up?

Ambassador Bush: I am very honored to be here tonight.
I think you are busy and don't have the time to see a plain
Chief of the Liaison Office.

Chairman Mao: I am not busy, because I do not have to
look over all the routine affairs. I only read the
international news.

Secretary Kissinger: But the Chairman knows more about
what is being written in America than I do. I didn't know
about the book by the New York Times man or Senator
Goldwater's speech.

Chairman Mao: You don't have the time. You are too busy.

(To Lord) Mr. Lord, you have now been promoted.
Mr. Lord: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Mao: (To Bush and Lord) You have both been
promoted.

Secretary Kissinger: He (Bush) not yet. He will be in
1980.

Chairman Mao: He can be President.

Secretary Kissinger: 1In 1980.

Chairman Mao: You don't know my temperament. I like
people to curse me (raising his voice and hitting his
chair with his hand). You must say that Chairman Mao is
an old bureaucrat and in that case I will speed up and
meet you. 1In such a case I will make haste to see you.
If you don't curse me, I won't see you, and I will just
sleep peacefully.

SECRERASENSITIVE
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Secretary Kissinger: That is difficult for us to do,
particularly to call you a bureaucrat.

Chairman Mao: I ratify that (slamming his chair with
his hand). I will only be happy when all foreigners
slam on tables and curse me.

Secretary Kissinger: We will think about it, but it
Will not come naturally to us. If we call the Chairman
a bureaucrat, it will be a tactical maneuver separate
from strategy.

Chairman Mao: But I am a bureaucrat. Moreover I am also
a warlord. That was the title I was given by the Soviet
Union and the title "bureaucrat" was given me by the
Soviet Union.

Secretary Kissinger: But I haven't seen any Soviet
visitors here lately.

Chairman Mao: They are cursing us every day. Every
day.

Secretary Kissinger: But we don't share the Soviet
assessment of China.

Chairman Mao: (Before Secretary Kissinger's sentence
Is translated) Therefore, I have accepted these two
titles, "warlord" and"bureaucrat". No honor could be
greater. And you have said that I am a warmonger and
an aggressor.

Secretary Kissinger: I?

Chairman Maoc: The United States in the UN. The UN
passed a resolution which was sponsored by the US in which
it was declared that China committed aggression against
Korea.

Secretary Kissinger: That was 25 years ago.

Chairman Mao: Yes. So it is not directly linked to you.
That was during Truman's time.

Secretary Kissinger: Yes. That was a long time ago,
and our perception has changed.
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Chairman Mao: (Touching the top of his head) But the
resolution has not yet been cancelled. I am still
wearing this hat "aggressor". I equally consider that
the greatest honor which no other honor could excel. It
is good, very good. '

Secretary Kissinger: But then we shouldn't change the
UN resolution? .

Chairman Mao: No, don't do that. We have never put for-
ward that request. We prefer to wear this cap of honor.
Chaépg kai-shek is saying that we have committed
aggression against China. We have no way to deny that.
We have indeed committed agression against China, and
also in Korea. Will you please assist me on making

that statement public, perhaps in one of your briefings?’
That is, the Soviet Union has conferred upon me the

title of "warlord and bureaucrat", and the United States
has conferred upon me "warmonger and aggressor".

Secretary Kissinger: I think I will let you make that
public. I might not get the historically correct state-
ment.

Chairman Mao: I have alreédy made it public before you.
I have also said this to many visiting foreigners,
including Europeans. Don't you have freedom of speech?

Secretary Kissinger: Absolutely.

Chairman Mao: I also have freedom of speech, and the
cannons I have fired exceed the cannons they have fired.

Secretary Kissinger: That I have noticed.

Miss Tang: You have noticed....

Secretary Kissinger: The Chairman's cannons.

Chairman Mao: Please send my regards to your Secretary
of Defense.

Secretary Kissinger: I will do that.

SEERET/SENSITIVE
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Chairman Mao: I am dissatisfied that he went to Japan
without coming to Peking. We want to invite him here
for the Soviets to see, but you are too miserly. The US
is so rich but on this you are too miserly.

Secretary Kissinger: We can discuss it when the President
1s here. ‘

Chairman Mao: Bring him along. You can bring a civilian
and a military member, with your President, both a
civilian and a military man.

Secretary Kissinger: Me as the civilian and Schlesinger
as the military?

Chairman Mao: Yes. But I won't interfere in your intefnal
affairs. It is up to your side to decide whom you will
send.

Secretary Kissinger: Well, he will not come with the
President. Maybe later.

Chairman Mao: We would like to invite him to pay a visit
to the northeast of our country, Mongolia and Sinkang.
He perhaps will not go, nor would you have the courage,

Secretary Kissinger: I would go.

Chairman Mao: (Looking toward Bush) He has been.

Secretary Kissinger: I would certainly go.

Chairman Mao: Good.

Secretary Kissinger: And we have tried to suggest to you
that we are prepared to advise or help in some of these
problems.

Chairman Mao: As for military aspects we should not
discuss that now. Such matters should wait until the
war breaks out before we consider them.

Secretary Kissinger: Yes, but you should know that we
would be prepared then to consider them.

SECRPT7SENSITIVE
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Chairman Mao: So, shall we call that the end?

Secretary Kissinger: VYes.

Secretary Kissinger, Ambassador Bush, and Mr. Lord
then said goodbye to Chairman Mao. Secretary Kissinger
confirmed with Vice Premier Teng that the Chinese would
put out a public statement on the meeting and would
send the text to the US side immediately. (The Chinese
statement is at TAB A.) The Americans then said

goodbye to the other Chinese officials and drove away
in their cars.

Attachment
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Meets Chairman Mao
Peking NCRA in English 1441 GMT 21 Oct 75 O™

[Text] Peking, October 21, 1975 (HSINHUA)--Chairman Mao Tsetung this evening met with
Dr Henry A. Kissinger, U.S. secretary of state and assistant to the President for natiocmal
security affairs. his wife Nancy M. Kissinger, and his party.

American guests at the meeting were George H.W. Bush, chief of the U.S. Liaison Office
in China; Helmut Sonnenfeldt, counsellor of the State Department; Philip C. Habib,
assistant secretary of state for East Asian affairsi Winston Lord, director of the
Orfice of Policy Planning of the State Department; Willlam H. Gleysteen, deputy assistant
secretary of state for East Asian affairs; Peter W. Rodman, White House staff member:
and Anne Boddicker, secretary.

N

Chairman Mao shook hands with all the American guests and had a conversation in a -
friendly atmosphere with Dr Kissinger, George Bush and Winston Lord on 2 wide rangs of
questions. Chairman Mao asked Dr Kissinger to convey his regards to President PFord.

Present on the occasion were Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping, Foreign Minister Chiao Kuan-hu_a,

chief of the Chinese Liaison Office in the U.S.A. Huang Chen, Vice-Foreign Minister Wang
Hai-Jung and deputy departmental directors of the Foreign Ministry Tang Wen-sheng and
Chang Han-chih,
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The Soviet Union therefore is still the enemy. The US is

not so much hostile as it is ineffectual (which perhaps is more

insulting). For example, if Europe is attacked we would pull a
Dunkirk and get out, rather than either seeing our heavily out-
numbered troops get overwhelmed or resorting to nuclear weapons.
If this is true in Europe, by extension it is true in Asia as
well;China should not count on our defending it in a crunch; we
need not discuss military matters as/g?evious occasions. In
any event China is down the list of our priorities, and even our
allies in Europe and Japan get less attention than the SoQiet

Union in our policies.

In our relations with Moscow the theme of appeasement (Teng

used the Munich analogy) has overtaken the one of collusion.

Detente i; dangerous not so much because it represents ganging up
on China as it undermines the morale and defenses of the West
through false iilusions, thus increasing the pressures on the PRC.
It is true that we "stood on the shoulders" of China to gain
leverage on Moscow in the 1971-3 peridl, but that is "useless”

now -- presumably both because China won't let itself be used and
because detente is in tfouble. Thus our policy now is marked by
maneuvering and Dr, Kissinger's very busy travels. We are flailing
away in a rear guard action against the Soviet hegemonic tide
which is sweeping toward war: we are "swallows" who are "busy"
before "the wind énd rain" come. We may be able to postpone the

Soviet storm, but it is inescapably on its way.
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The source of our troubles is domestic. “"Not reliable"™ can

refer to a failure of nerve, a general withdrawal from the fray,
the release of classified documents, the incomprehensible (to

the Chinese) destruction of a strong President over a minor
incident. Our policies are increasingly hamstrung by a combination
of the liberal appeasing establishment symbolized by the New York
Times, and traditional conservative isolationists (and anti-PRC

to boot) symbolized by Senator Goldwater.

This turbulent international situation is much more crucial

than Taiwan. For now it is better to have the US keep the island

under control rather than having it go independent or toward
Moscow or Tokyo. The Chinese can wait patiently until the time
is ripe, but then they will have to use force. By implication,
the US should not ask for peaceful assurances, but it can take
its time letting Taiwan go.

The future of China's policies is uncertain. Mao and his

followers ~- Premier Chou, Marshall Yeh, and (noticeably) Vice
Premier Teng -- are all old and "will not do," "will not make it
out." There is criticism, perhaps internal, of Mao as being a
"warlord" (too anti-Russian?) and a "bureaucrat” (too much
emphasis on production?).

Thus China will go it alone - "rifles and millet." Let all

the world curse it as a "warlord" or "warmonger." That only makes
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Mao happy. The Chinese will prepare for "the wind and the rain."
And if Moscow attacks, Peking will suck the Russians in, let

N
them occupy the big cities a la Napoleon, and mobilize for a

victorious counter-attack.

Some Specific Points

Mao is very sick. He looked it, despite his mental agility.

He was unable to walk us to the door as on previous occasions. He
had much more troublestanding. He was just about unable to speak
at all, making most of his points on paper or in obscure grunts.
He is "going to heaven" soon, and has an "invitation from God"
(points he has made previously, however). And he described his
various ailments all over him.

Mao is in charge of general international strategy. He was

well briefed and he had clearly given Teng his script the day

before. He hit all the major themes of their foreign policy. On

the other hand,he is clearly incapable of detailed or sustained

work; he himself said that he ignored "routine" affairs and suggested
he confined himseX to internatioﬁal matters.

Teng is the key official now. Mao referred to him several

times in the conversation. He is certainly Chou's replacement, and
perhaps Mao's. On the other hand Mao pointed to his age, grouped
him with himself, Chou and Yeh, and suggested that they would A

all be soon irrelevant.

"

The US (and Kissinger) are "not reliable." See the general
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themes above. We are "swallows" before the storm. We "maneuvering"”
and "busy" - though both are allowable, they are apparently at
bestxdelaying actions. We are prone to "Dunkirks." We won't
use nuclear weapons. We are no longer "far-sighted."

Our domestic structure is weak. Watergate was mishandled and

magnified. Our media (Times) and our Congress (Goldwater) are
sapping our strength.

China is relatively backward -- both in strength and in our

priorities. After America comes Russia, Europe, Japan and then

China.

"Europe is too soft now." They are afraid of the Soviet

Union. "Europe is too "scattered," "loose," "spread out." East
and West Germany should unite under West German domination (so
as to pressure the Soviet Union.)

"Japan is seeking hegemony."

US policy toward the Soviet Union is confused and ineffectual.

It is variously described as "Dunkirk" appeasement, frantic
maneuvering, using China to get to Moscow, joining Moscow in hurl-
ing epithets atrthe PRC. At the same-time Moscow remains a "common
opponent” of both China and the US and when war breaks out, then
(but only then) we should consider joint cooperation.

In any.event Schlesinger should come to China and visit the

areas near the Soviet Union (so as to push us towards confrontation
with Moscow). He is presumably welcome because he makes prepar- .

ations and cries out rather than flying around like a "swallow."
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"The small issue is Taiwan, the big issue is the world."

They can wait 100 years, for Taiwan is "unwantable," indigestible
("full of counter-revolutionaries"). It's better for the US
to keep the island under control for the time being.

China will rely on itself. "Rifles and millet."™ The

Dunkirk strategy if necessary. The Chairman likes to be cursed

(unlike Americans who worry about their image?); only then does

he pay attention to someone. Dr. Kissinger should go ahead and

publicize Chinese aggression against China (Taiwan) and Korea.

"I will only be happy when all foreigners slam on tables and curse

me." China needs to know its enemies (including the US?) so as
’to be vigilant: "If you don't curse me, I won't see you, and I

will just sleep peacefully."”

Concluding Caveat

Finally, let us not pretend that we can fathom everything

the Chairman had to say. Some passages might have had layers that
we are incapable of sensing; others might merely be literal;
others might be haphazard, even meaningless.

The Chairman's basic message and principal themes were clear.
They clearly formed the strategic framework for the Kissinger
visit, indeed for the evolution in our relations in the past
couple of years. But there were several cryptic passages that are

unclear. The tendency is to dig for the subtleties, the deeper

‘meanings behind the Chairman's laconic, earthy prose. In most

instances the larger meaning is apparent. In others, however, there
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may be nothing particularly significant, or a somewhat senile man
might have been wandering aimlessly for a moment. After all, he

is a very frail 82. His words were either translated with great
difficulty (and probably smoothed over and elaborated at times) by
the three girls or written down. Chiao volunteered his own inter-
pretation the next day, which is unprecedented, playing down

the collusion theme and underlining the "common enemy" leverage.

To cite just one example of ambiguity: "Do you have any

way to assist me in curing my present inability to speak clearly?"
The odds are that this was basically small talk about his own
health. It is very doubtful that he was seriously asking for
medical assistance. But was the Chairman saying that his voice
within China (or in the world) was not being heard, that his
influence is.being circumscribed, and that he wants US help to
strengthen his position through our policies? Does he want us to
help him "speak clearly" in this larger sense?

There were several other obscure passages in the talk, e.g.

the reference to the anti-Chinese Korean resolution, the cracks
against Jewish influence in the American media, the invitation to

Bush to pay a call on the Chairman. These might have meant, in turn,

that the Chinese don't want to get involved in the Korean problem;
that Jews are traditionally appeasers in history and are a major
element in eroding American steadfastness; and that the US should
pay more attention té China.

Equally the passages may have had no deepef meaning whatsoever,
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despite the Chairman's well deserved reputation for the use of

aphorism and symbolism and never wasting his words.





