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DEPARTMENT OF STATE //Tﬁ;\
Tomer- ‘—i‘ I

Washington, D.C. 20520

September 17, 1974
CONFTDENETAL

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter for President Ford from Vietnamese
President Thieu

Vietnamese Ambassador Tran Kim Phuong delivered
to the Acting Secretary September 3 the attached
letter from President Thieu to President Ford. The
letter is in response to President Ford's letter of
August 10, which reiterated U. S. assurances of con-
tinued support for the Republic of Viet-Nam in the
new Administration. It is not President Thieu's
initial congratulatory message to which a reply has
been transmitted. The Department does t believe
a reply is required.

Attachment:

Original Letter from President Thieu

CONEIDENTIAL
GDs 128H 3f3/00




Saigon, August 21 , 1974

NGUYEN VAN THIEU
President of the Republic of Viet-Nam

Dear Mr. President,

I am pleased to acknowledge your letter of August 10,
1974 and to renew my wishes for the full success of your
mission, which is most important not only to America but

also to the rest of the world.

As Your Excellency so aptly put it, we have traveled
a long and hard road together during the past twenty five years.
During this historic journey, many fine young men of both
nations had given their lives and we shall see to it that their
supreme sacrifice would not have been made in vain, This
means that a genuine peace must be secured and that the
sacred right of the South Vietnamese people to self determination

must be preserved,

In that noble endeavour, I can assure you that the

Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam has done its utmost

to respect and implement the Paris Agreement, The only obstacle
to peace and to a political solution of the Viet-Nam problem
resides in the stubborn and bellicose attitude of the North Viet-
namese who do not renounce to their scheme of forcible conquest
of South Viet-Nam yet. To overcome that obstacle, we must
show the Communist side that there is no hope for them either
to break the will of the South Vietnamese people or to undermine

the support of the U.S, for the Republic of Viet-Nam.,

His Excellency GERALD R, FORD
President of the United States Of America,
W ashington D. C,



Your assurances about the continuity of American
policy towards Viet-Nam and about the adequate amount of
military and economic aid that we could get in the end are
most helpful in that respect. I strongly hope that future
actions by the U.S. Congress will further convince the
Communist side of our common determination and stead-

fastness of purpose, thus bringing peace that much nearer.

Sincerely,
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Saigon, September I? ,1974

NGUYEN VAN THIEU
President of the Republic of Viet-Nam

Dear Mr, President,

About a month ago, I wrote to Your Excellency about
the situation facing the Republic of Viet-Nam as the Communist
side spurned all negotiations and stepped up their armed attacks

in complete disregard of the Paris Agreement,

Since then, the situation has become even more serious,
In fact, the prospects for the resumption of the talks between
the two South Vietnamese parties are bleaker than ever, while
the Communist generalized offensive continues unabated, Now
the leaders of the Hanoi regime openly declare their active
support for movements aimed at overthrowing the legal Govern-
ment of the Republic of Viet-Nam while they intensify their
infiltrations and military action, thus baring their plans for a

forcible conquest of the whole South Viet-Nam,

His Excellency Mr, Gerald E, FORD N
President of the United States of America
Washington D, C,
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I think that the main cause for the increasingly defiant
and bellicose attitude of the Communists resides in their
believing that the United States is now wavering in its dedica-
tion to our common goal, namely a South Viet-Nam capable
of defending itself and of deciding its own future, The utterly
inadequate amount of military and economic aid to the Republic
of Viet-Nam which has been voted by the U,S. Congress might

have induced the Communists to make such speculations,

This can in turn lead to very dangerous miscalculations
/ on the part of the Communists, as they might be tempted to
launch an all out off;,tnsive to complete their forcible conquest

of South Viet~Nam,

Therefore, it is essential that the United States unmist-
akably demonstrates once again its attachment to a serious
implementation of the Paris Agreement and its support for the
Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam, if peace is to be

restored in South Viet-Nam and in South East Asia,

In this respect, I am most appreciative of your efforts
made on September 12th to persuade leaders of Congress to
restore the cuts in aid funds, I sincerely hope that Your
Excellency 'will succeed in bringing the amounts of military
and economic assistance up to the levels required by the new
realities of the situation and the need for South Viet-Nam to

achieve an economic takeoff,



The Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam had
signed the Paris Agreement in good faith, under the double
assurance that, on the one hand, Russia and Red China will
exercise a restraining influence upon Hanoi and that, on the
other hand, all necessary military equipments and economic
assistance will be provided by the United States to the
Republic of Viet-Nam to maintain its capabilities of self

defense and to develop its national economy,

The first assumption turned out to be an empty pro-
mise, as Russia and Red China continue to give North Viet-
Nam all the ingredients to pursue an aggressive war in

South Viet-Nam.,

But I am convinced that thanks to your generous efforts,

if"a the second assumption will be borne out,

Our valiant soldiers by enduring 'daily sacrifices in
the battlefields have proved beyond doubt our will to resist
Communist aggression, It would be unfortunate indeed if
sufficient means could not be supplied to them because of the

lack of resolve and misconception on the part of our allies,

Beside providing us with an adequate amount of military
and economic assistance, the United States can also show. its
support for the just cause of the Republic of Viet-Nam by
solemnly restating our common goals, In this regard, I hope

that some time in the near future, we can meet together



to discuss about ways and means to achieve a genuine peace

in South Viet-Nam,

Please accept, Mr., President, the assurances of my

lasting friendship and highest consideration,

T RnED N
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I think that the main cause for the increasingly defiant
and bellicose attitude of the Communists resides in their
believing that the United States is now wavering in its dedica-
tion to our common goaL namely a South Viet-Nam capable
of defending itself and of deciding its own future. The utterly
inadequate amount of military and economic aid to the Republic
of Viet-Nam which has been voted by the U.S. Congress might
have induced the Communists to make such speculations,

This can in turn lead to very dangerous miscalculations
on the part of the Communists, as they might be tempted to
launch an all out offensive to complete their forcible conquest
of South Viet-Nam,

Therefore, it is essential that the United Statea unmist-
akably demonstrates once again its attachment to a serious
implementation of the Paris Agreement and its support for the
Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam, if peace is to be
restored in South Viet-Nam and in South East Asia,

In this respect, 1 am most appreciative of your efferts
made on September 12th to persuade leaders of Congress to
restore the cuts in aid funds, I sincerely hope that Your
Excellency will succeed in bringing the amounts of military
and economic assistance up to the levels required by the new
realities of the situation and the need for South Viet-Nam to

achieve an economic takeoff,



The Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam had
signed the Paris Agreement in good faith, under the double
assurance that, on the one hand, Russia and Red China will
exercise a restralning influence upon Hanoi and that, on the
other hand, all necessary military equipments and economic
assistance will be provided by the United States to the
Republic of Viet-Nam to maintain its capabilities of self

defense and to develop its national economy.

The first assumption turmed out to be an empty pro-
mise, as Russia and Red China continue to give North Viet-
Nam all the ingredients to pursue an aggressive war in
South Viet-Nam, ‘

But I am convinced that thanks to your generous efforts,
the gecond assumption will be borne out,

Our valiant soldiers by enduring dally sacrifices in,
the baitleﬁelds have proved beyond doubt our will to resist
Communist aggression, It would be unfortunate indeed if
sufficient means could not be supplied to them because of the

lack of resolve and misconception on the part of our allies,

Beside providing us with an adequate amount of military
and economic assistance, the United States can also show its
support for the just cause of the Republic of Viet-Nam by
solemnly restating our common goals. In this regard, I hope
that some time in the near future, we can meet together



to discuss about ways and means to achieve a genuine peace
in South Viet-Nam,

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my

lasting friendship and highest consideration, *



Frputtc of Tt N










fﬂ///// » e f//)/ / ////fr ‘—?‘) 5'0’&’&- Fj/

//.i /7///’ / K
N6. 3199/W/CT

November 27, 1974

His Excellency Gerald R. Ford
The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.
My dear Mr. President:
I have the honour to t;ansmit to you the following
message from His Excellency Nguyen Van Thieu, President
~of the Republic of Vietnam:
Quoﬁe: Dear Mr. President:
I WISH TO CONVEY TO YOU MY HEARTFELT THANKS FOR YOUR
MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS AND GOQD WISHES ON THE OCCASION
‘OF THE NATIONAL DAY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM.
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-
NAM HIGHLY VALUE THE SUPPORT GiVEN BY THE UNITED STATES TO
THEIR JUST CAUSE. IT IS MY CONVICTION THAT THE COMMON
DETERMINATION OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES WILL INDUCE THE COMMU-
{NIST SIDE TO RESPECT THE PARIS AGREEMENT SO AS TO RESTORE
PEACE IN SOUTH VIETNAM.
PLEASE ACCEPT, MR. PRESIDENT, THE ASSURANCES OF MY
HIGHEST CONS IDERATION.
Signed NGUYEN VAN THIEU

PRES IDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM TUnguote

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my
highest esteem.

e
‘ ,/g N Trﬁly yours,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

i WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Pres1dent: :
j, CLQD\Q:Y‘LMH -
our thoughtful letter of—January 25
wien Vietnam is very much on my mlnd:and oi-themm—
I share your concern MNorth Vietnam's failure to
observe the most fundamental provisions of the Paris
Agreement and a5 the heightened level of North
Vietnamese military pressure.

Once again the South Vietnamese people and armed
forces are effectively demonstrating their determina-
tion to resist Hanoi's attacks,,despite-the-existing-
limitations.- on ammunition and other supplies with

which you are faced... l-was?articularly— impressed- _%;\,
by the gallant performance of your forces at-the Phuoc
Long province capital and at Ba Den Mountain, where
they were overwhelmed only by greatly superior -numm.
bers after being cut off from resupply and remforcement

5

offers to reinstitute negotiations have all been rejected
thus far, they demonstrate that it is the Communist
side -- not the Republic of Vietnam -- which is pro-
longing the war. We continue to believe that imple-
mentation of the Paris Agreement, with direct negotia-
tions between the Vietnamese parties, is the quickest,
most appropriate, and most effective way to end the
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bloodshed in Vietnamj We,_-tho-peiogo,. strongly support
your efforts to resume negotlatlonsa...-’v k.TN "’"M
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provideySouth Vietnam with the means to defend itself, \\MD

aﬂl intend to do everythmg I can to W‘ Uanred

u know, e ;uag,.rg“
’.\ , Lopm:afa ddxtwnal

The path to peace is never easy. It has been extraor-
dinarily long and difficult in Vietnam. But I remain
hopeful that if we persevere we will yet reach our ob-
jective of a fair peace, a lasting peace, a peace which
is consistent with the will of the South Vietnamese
people and which justifies the sacrifices of the Vietna-
mese and American peoples.

Sincerely,
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His Excellency

Nguyen Van Thieu

President of the Republic of Vietnam
Saigon

SEGRET
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Jeanne W. Davis

Staff Secretary
(Iixt. 3440-1)

Attachmoent
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Dear Mr. President:

I appreciate your fhoughtful letter of January 25. Vietnam
is very much on my mind, and I share your concern over North
Vietnam's failure to observe the most fundamental provisions of the
Paris Agreement and over the heightened level of North Vietnamese
military pressure.

Once again the South Vietnamese people and ‘arm‘;a.('i forces are
effectively demonsfrating their determination to resist Hanoi's attacks,
despite W existing limitations on ammupition and other supplies,awithe
whieh-yeou-are~foeed. 1 was particularly impressed by the gallantes
performance of your forces at the Phuoc lL.ong province capital and at
Da Den Mountain, where they were cverwhelmed only by greatly
superior numbers after being cut off from resupply and reinforcement.

Even though your sesewsal offers to reinstitute negotiations have

(f_—‘
et been rejected thus far, they demonstrate that it is the Communist
side -~ not the Republic of Vietnam -- wﬁich is prolonging the war.
We continue to believe that implementation of the Paris Agreement, with
direct negotiations between the Viétnamese parties, is the quickest,
most appropriate, and most effective way to end the bloodshed in
Vietnam. We strongly support your efforts to resume negotiations/

and_in the meantime, I intend to do everything I can to ensure that the

United States provides South Vietnam with the means to defend itself.

B e TR TR




The path to peace is never easy. It has been extraordinarily

long and difficult in Vietnam. But I remain hopeful that if we persevere

neie.

we will yet reach our objective of a fair peace, a lasting peacey a

peace which is consistent with the will of the South Vietnamese people = =

: et
m&&g the sacrifices of the VietnamAand American peoples.

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Nguyen Van Thieu

President of the Republic of Vietnam
Saigon

B S e T e e e s oy Wi T O AR A e T L s
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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Dear Mr. Pr:\sident:

Your thoughtfu) letter of January 25 comes at a time
when Vietnam i§ very much on my mind and on the
minds of other people here and throughout the world.
I share your congern about North Vietnam's failure to
observe the mostifundamental provisions of the Paris
Agreement and abput the heightened level of North
Vietnamese militayy pressure.

Once again the South Vietnamese people and armed
forces are effectively demonstrating their determina-
tion to resist Hanoi's Wattacks, despite the existing
limitations on ammunifjon and other supplies with

which you are faced. I\was particularly impressed

by the gallant performange of your forces at the Phuoc
Long province capital and at Ba Den Mountain, where
they were overwhelmed only by greatly superior num-
bers after being cut off fro\n resupply and reinforcement.

In spite of North Vietnam's 4scalating military attacks,
your Government continues td press for unconditional
resumption of the negotiations\which the Communists
broke off last summer. Even kfhough your several
offers to reinstitute negotiation have all been rejected
thus far, they demonstrate that ¥ is the Communist
side -- not the Republic of Vietn -~ which is pro-
longing the war. We continue to bglieve that imple-
mentation of the Paris Agreement, \with direct negotia-
tions between the Vietnamese partiek, is the quickest,
most appropriate, and most effective'way to end the

SEGRET
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bloodshed in
your efforts to

etnam; we, therefore, strongly support
sume negotiations.

We have frequently stated that the United States would
provide South Vietn with the means to defend itself,
and I intend to do evexything I can to achieve this ob-
jective. Specifically, \as you know, I have just re-
quested the Congress to\appropriate an additional $300
million in military aid th\s fiscal year to help provide
your forces with the ammynition and other supplies
needed to turn back North Yietnamese attacks.

The path to peace is never eagyy. It has been extraor-
dinarily long and difficult in V3¢tnam. But I remain
hopeful that if we persevere we Will yet reach our ob-
jective of a fair peace, a lasting Reace, a peace which
is consistent with the will of the S&uth Vietnamese
people and which justifies the sacriN§ces of the Vietna-
mese and American peoples.

Sincerely, .

His Excellency

Nguyen Van Thieu

President of the Republic of Vietnam
Saigon
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 SC BFFFRR 0 STATF SECRETARIAT _Date: Feb, 24, 1975

| MEMORANDUM FOR: GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN NSC Log# 0817
‘ ' ' EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Presidential 'green' letter

TO: Pres Thieu of Vietnam
FROM: The President
DATE: Feb. 24, 1975

SUBJECT: Continued support for Vietnam

ACTION REQUESTED:

DRAFT REPLY FOR: . PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE
’ WHITE HOUSE STAFF SIGNATURH
""" OTHER )
o DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY
‘X XDISPATCH

RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS
TRANSLATION

APPROPRTATE HANDLING

INFORMATION
~ ________FOR ADDITIONAL PROCESSING AS INDICATED:
DUE DATE: Match 6
URGENT xxxx
ROUTINE
COMMENTS: , o ,
- for JEANNE W. DAM
Staff Secretary
Unclassified

CLASSIFICATTON
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
SEGREL - ACTION
February 20, 1975
,’»!F{:‘A"X
.

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT
FROM: W. L. STEARMAN‘M o
SUBJECT: Presidential Response to Thieu Letters

At Tab B is the signed Presidential letter replying to a President Thieu
letter which was received telegraphically and which State said was dated
January 25 (Tab C). We just received the actual letter and discovered it
was dated January 24, To complicate things further, we also just received
another letter from Thieu dated January 25 (Tab D) which was not sent
telegraphically., At Tab A for your approval is a redrafted first page
which replies to the second letter and corrects the date of Thieu's first
letter.

The new (January 25) Thieu letter asks the President to denounce Com-
munist violations and to use his influence to prevail upon the Communist
side to implement the Agreement and to return to the negotiating table.
We have added a sentence to the original letter responding to this request.
The only changes are:

~» Added reference to the January 24 letter;
-- Added last sentence in the first paragraph;
~= Deleted ""in the meantime' and added ''until peace comes'' inthe last sentence
of paragraph three.
I would appreciate your approving the revised first page without sending
it to the President. The reply is already long overdue -~ partly because
we wanted Graham Martin's views before drafting a response,

RECOMMENDA TION:

That you approve transmission of the letter to President Thieu using the
revised first page at Tab A.

Approve _{ 2 . Disapprove

DECLASS'FIED
E.0. 1205, €5C. 8.8
NSC}HEMO, 11124198, STATE PEPT. GUIDELINES

Brid DATE 3424//0/

Dick Smyser concur
Paul Theis has approved revised page
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 24, 1975

Dear Mr. Presidex’zt:.

Your thoughtful letters of January 24 and 25
come at a time when Vietnam is very much on my

mind and on the minds of other people here and through-

i
out the world. I share your concern about North Viet-

nam's failure to observe the most fundamental provi-
sions of the Paris Agreement and about the heightened
level of North Vietnamese military pressure. I wish
to assure you that this Government will continue to
press for the full implementation of this Agreement.

- Once again the South Vietnamese people and armed

forces are effectively demonstrating their determi-
naticn to resist Hanoi's attacks. Despite vour ex-
isting limitations on ammunition and other supplies,

- I was particularly impressed by the performance of

your forces at the Phuoc Long province capital and
at Ba Den Mountain, where they were overwhelmed

only by greatly superior numbers after being cut off o

from resupply and reinforcement.

Even though your offers to reinstitute negotiations

have been rejected thus far, they clearly demonstrate
that it is the Communist side -- not the Republic of
Vietnam -- which is prolonging the war. We continue
to believe that implementation of the Paris Agreement,
with direct negotiations between the Vietnamese parties,
is the quickest, most appropriate, and most effective
way to end the bloodshed in Vietnam. We strongly sup-
port your efforts to resume negotiations and will make
every effort to provide the assistance that is so nec-
essary to your struggle until peace comes.

SR S —

a0




o M : -2-

The path to peace is never easy. It has been extraor-’

dinarily long and difficult in Vietnam. But l remain
hopeful that if we persevere we will yet reach our
objective of a fair peace, a lasting peace and a peace
which is consistent with the will of the South Vietna-
mese people -- justifying the sacrifices of the Viet-
namese and American peoples.
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Sincerely,

il

His Excellency

Nguyen Van Thieu ’
President of the Republic of Vietnam

Saigon

T i v e



NGUYEN VAN THIEU
President of the Republic of Viet-Nam

Saigon, January 24th, 1975

Dear Mr. President,

As we are approaching the second anniversary of the
signing of the Paris Agreement of 27 January 1973, I wish to
draw your attention to the very grave situation our country is
facing as a result of the continuing aggression carried out by

North Vietnamese troops in South Viet-Nam,

Indeed during the last two yéars, " and despite the
existence of the Paris Agreement, North Viet-Nam has vastly
increased its military capability in the South, stepped up land
and population grabbing operations and launched incessant attacks
against outposts, bases, district towns which were indisputably
under the jurisdiction and control of our government long before
the Paris Agreement was concluded. The recent capture of the
Phuoc-Liong province last week -- certainly the most massive
and the most blatant violation of the Paris Agreement -- clearly
shows that the North Vietnamese and their political instrument

in the South, the "National Liberation Front", have completely

His Excellency Gerald Ford,
President of the United States of America
WASHINGTON, D.C.



disregarded the Agreement, It is quite evident by now that
North Viet-Nam instead of seeking a political solution within
the framework of the Paris Agreement, has again resorted
to military adventures to impose their will over South Viet-

Nam,

You are certainly aware, Mr. President, that this
continued aggression from North Viet-Nam constitutes a most
serious threat to the survival of South Viet-Nam as a free
and independent country and destroys the chance for the South
Vietnamese people to exercise their right of self-determination,
a principle for the defence of which more than fifty thousand
young Americans as well as hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese
had sacrificed their lives, To uphold this principle, our troops
have fought gallantly and well, and since the withdrawal of all
allied troops they have shown determination and ability to go

forward alone to preserve our independence and freedom,

Nevertheless as North Viet-Nam continues to receive
large quantities of war material from communist countries to
pursue their armed aggression against South Viet-Nam, we must
rely on the assistance of the United States of America for the
supply of equipment and ammunition necessary to our defence,
In most cases we have sustained setbacks solely because of the
communist massive application of fire power and armor ; on
our side our troops had to count every single shell they fire in

order to make the ammunition last.

I understand that some sections of the American
public opinion have been induced into believing that too much
aid to the Republic of Viet-Nam would only prolong the war
and encourage us not to seek a political solution, The record
clearly shows the opposite, Reduction of military assistance
to Viet-Nam by the U.S, Congress has only encouraged the
Communists, Thus, they have broken off all the negotiations

in Saigon as well as in Paris and systematically rejected all



our proposals for general elections., Taking advantage of
the scarcity of our supplies and hoping that adequate aid for
us will not be forthcoming, they are once again undertaking
to destroy our government structure by force of arms with

a view of imposing a solution of their own,

Two years ago we signed the Paris Agreement with
the hope that the elaborate structure for global peace would
effectively work, We also signed with the great conviction
that should the communists resort to the use of force again

we will be provided with adequate means to defend ourselves,

Today I wish to appeal to you to take all necessary
action to preserve the Paris Agreement, I am aware of and
thankful for the numerous personal efforts and intervention
you have made in our behalf since you took over the highest
office of your great country, I am also very heartened by
your decision last week to seek more supplemental military

assistance for the Republic of Viet-Nam,

I hope that you will be successful in convincing the
United States Congress and the American p'eople ‘that the
cutbacks and regtrictions in aid to the Republic of Viet-Nam
could undermine its very survival and eventually make a
mockery of the commitment of the United States to the defence

of peace in Viet-Nam,

I trust that you and the Secretary of State will not
spare any effort to preserve the Paris Agreement and to
ensure that the countless sacrifices that our two nations have

made will not be made in wvain,

Sincerely yours,
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February 13,1975

Dear Mr. President;

I have the honor to forward to you, herewith
enclosed, a letter dated January 25,1975, from the Pre-
sident of the Republic of Vietnam.

Please accept, dear Mr. President, the renewed
assurances of my highest respects.

Truly yours,

~—Tran Kim Phuong

Ambassador

%
%
t

His Excellency Mr. GERALD R. FORD

President of the United States of America
The White House

Washington,D.C.



NGUYEN VAN THIEU
President of the Republic of Viet-Nam

Saigon, January 25, 1975

Your Excellency,

On April 25 last year, I wrote to Your Excellency
about the tense situation in South Viet-Nam following the
capture of the Tong-Le-Chan base by North Vietnamese

communist troops.

Since then the situation has considerably worsened
because of the numerous and increasingly brazen violations
of the Paris Agreement of January 27, 1973 by the communist
side, It has reached a critical stage with the recent events

in the Province of Phuoc-Long.

In fact, from December 14, 1974 on, important
North Vietnamese troops at division strength, massively
supported by tanks and artillery, were attacking and forcibly
seizing the district towns in the Province of Phuoc-Long,
a territory that is undisputably under the permanent control
of the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam for many

decades up to now. On January 7, 1975 communist troops
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overran the provincial capital Phuoc-Binh, after having
subjected this city to heavy artillery barrages, in callous
disregard of the fate of over 26,000 of its inhabitants,

including many women, children, the sick and the wounded.

The communist capture of the Province of Phuoc
Long which clearly belongs to the Republic of Viet-Nam
constitutes a blatant, grave and large scale violation of
the ceasefire-in-place ordered by the Paris Agreement.
It also represents an intolerable challenge to all peace-

loving countries and nations in the world.

The capture of Phuoc-Long by communist troops
is by no means an isolated incident. It is a part of a
communist plan aimed at deliberately and systematically
destroying the Paris Agreement, through continuous and
grave violations of the ceasefire by communist troops,
through the communist unilateral boycott of the peace
negotiations between Vietnamese parties as prescribed
by the Paris Agreement, through the overt call made by
the communist side for the overthrow of the legal
Government of South Viet-Nam and the massive buildup

of the communist military strength in South Viet-Nam.
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If the Communists were allowed to carry out
this plan with impunity, the Viet-Nam war would break
out anew and peace in South-East Asia and in the world

would be once again endangered.

The International Commission of Control and
Supervision set up by the Paris Agreement is now thoroughly
paralyzed due to the non-cooperation of the communist side,

As to the Paris International Conference on Viet-Nam, given
the present negative stance of its communist participants,
there is no likelihood that this Conference can be reconvened in

the near future.

Thus, while the Government of the Republic of
Viet-Nam maintains its correct position of strictly
respecting and seriously implementing the Paris Agreement
of January 27, 1973, it is duty-bound to defend its territory
and population against Communist attacks and encroachments.
I am convinced that this just position deserves the whole-
hearted support of all the peace and freedom loving people

in the world.
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Therefore I wish to ask Your Excellency to
strongly denounce and severely condemn the violations
of the Paris Agreement perpetrated by the communist
side in Viet-Nam. I also hope that Your Excellency
will use your great influence to prevail upon the
communist side to respect the ceasefire, return to
the negotiating table and implement every provision of
the Paris Agreement. Moreover, we would most
appreciate Your Excellency's eventual statement of
support for the just cause and the correct stand of

the Republic of Viet-Nam.

All this would be indeed a valuable contribution
to the restoration of peace in Viet-Nam and in

South-East Asia.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances

of my highest consideration,



G H

MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
817
WASHINGTON

SECERET ACTION

February 15, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER
SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter to You From

South Vietnamese President Thieu

South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu has written you (Tab B)
citing his concern over the recent step-up in North Vietnamese attacks,
expressing thanks for your personal efforts in seeking supplemental
aid for South Vietnam and asking that you take all action necessary

to preserve the Paris Agreement,

At Tab A is a draft reply from you to President Thieu, Your reply
thanks him for his letter, indicates that you share his concern over
the recent escalation of military activity, conveys your praise for
the gallant performance of South Vietnam's military forces, and
states your intention to do everything within your means to provide
South Vietnam with the supplies necessary to defend itself,

Paul Theis has seen the draft response and concurs.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the draft response at Tab A,

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5
NSC Memo, 11/24/98, Statz Dept. Guidalirzs

By Bl NoRA, Duio 30302
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

February 12
TO BUD MACFARLANE
We have revised the letter to Thieu

as suggested, and have run it back through
Paul Theis,

Je Davis



MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 817
ACTION
SECRET February 10, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT
FROM: WILLIAM L. STEARMAN%.
SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to a Letter from

South Vietnamese President Thieu

South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu has written the President
(Tab B) citing his concern over the recent step-up in North Vietnamese
attacks, expressing thanks for the President's personal efforts in

seeking supplemental aid for South Vietnam and appealing to the President
to take all action necessary to preserve the Paris Agreement.

At Tab A is a draft Presidential reply to President Thieu's letter.

The President's reply thanks President Thieu for his letter, indicates
that the President shares his concern over the recent escalation of
military activity, conveys the President's praise for the gallant per-
formance of South Vietnam's military forces, and states the President's
intention to do everything within his means to provide South Vietnam
with the supplies necessary to defend itself.

A memorandum from you to the President transmitting the suggested
reply is at Tab L.

Paul Theis has seen the draft response and concurs.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

DECLASSIFIED
E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.5
NSC Memo, 11/24/98, State Dept. Guidelinzs
By IOl NARA, Daie _3l3l0 0.
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SECRET
SAIGON 924
;z January 25, 1975
. i
Dear Mr. President: R

As we are approaching the second anniversary of the signing of the
Paris Agreement of 27 January 1973, I wish to draw your attention
to the very grave situation our country is facing as a result of the
continuing aggression carried out by North Vietnamese troops

in South Vietnam.

Indeed during the last two years, and despite the existence of the
Paris Agreement, North Vietnam has vastly increased its military
capability in the South, stepped up land and population grabbing
operations and launched incessant attacks against outposts, bases,
district towns which were indisputably under the jurisdiction and
control of our Government long before the Paris Agreement was
concluded. The recent capture of the Phuoc Long Province last
week -- certainly the most massive and the most blatant violations
of the Paris Agreement -- clearly shows that the North Vietnamese
and their political instrument in the South, the "National Liberation
Front,'" have completely disregarded the Agreement. It is quite
evident by now that North Vietnam instead of seeking a political
solution within the framework of the Paris Agreement, has again
resorted to military adventures to impose their will over South Vietnam.

You are certainly aware, Mr. President, that this continued aggression
from North Vietnam constitutes a most serious threat to the survival of
South Vietnam as a free and independent country and destroys the chance
for the South Vietnamese people to exercise their right of self-deter-
mination, a principle for the defense of which more than fifty thousand
young Americans as well as hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese had
sacrificed their lives. To uphold this principle, our troops have fought
gallantly and well, and since the withdrawal or all allied troups they
have show determination and ability to go forward alone to preserve

our independence and freedom.

Nevertheless as North Vietnam continues to receive large quantities
of war material from Communist countries to pursue their armed aggression
against South Vietnam, we must rely on the assistance of the United States

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5
NSC Memo, 11/24/98, State Dept. Guidelines
By BN __ NARA,Da _3lsle®



SEGRLET 2

of America for the supply of equipment and ammunition necessary to
our defense. In most cases we have sustained setbacks solely because
of the Communist massive application of fire power and armor; on

our side our troops had to count every single shell they fire in order
to make the ammunition last.

I understand that some sections of the American public opinion have
been induced into believing that too much aid to the Republic of
Vietnam would only prolong the war and encourage us not to seek a
political solution. The record clearly shows the opposite. Reduction
of military assistance to Vietnam by the U.S. Congress has only
encouraged the Communists. Thus, they have broken off all the
negotiations in Saigon as well as in Paris and systematically rejected
all our proposals for general elections. Taking advantage of the scarcity
of our supplies and hoping that adequate aid for us will not be forth-
coming, they are once again undertaking to destroy our Government
structure by force of arms with a view of imposing a solution of their
own.

Two years ago we signed the Paris Agreement with the hope that the
elaborate structure for global peace would effectively work. We also
signed with the great conviction that should the Communists resort to
the use of force again we will be provided with adequate means to defend
ourselves.

Today I wish to appeal to you to take all necessary action to preserve
the Paris Agreement. I am aware of and thankful for the numerous
personal efforts and intervention you have made in our behalf since you
took over the highest office of your great country. I am also very
heartened by your decision last week to seek more supplemental military
assistance for the Republic of Vietnam.

I hope that you will be successful in convincing the United States Congress
and the American people that the cutbacks and restrictions in aid to the
Republic of Vietnam could undermine its very survival and eventually
make a mockery of the commitment of the United States to the defense

of peace in Vietnam.

I trust that you and the Secretary of State will not spare any effort to

preserve the Paris Agreement and to ensure that the countless sacrifices
that our two nations have made will not be made in vain.

Sincerely yours,

Nguyen Van Thieu
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MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCRO}I-‘T
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SUBJECT: President's Repl}r fo Thieu
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At Tab A is a draft Pfes1dent1a1 reply to Pres1élemt Thieu's letter of
January 25, 1975 (Tab B). The draft was provﬁded by State. Graham
Martin and I made a few minor changes.

H
§

Paul Theis has seen the draft response and éonéurs.

i

1 /
RECOMMENDATION:i §
§ !
; j ;
That you authorize transmission of the telgf’egrajn at Tab A.
J :
i i
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

{

i
1

1
Dear Mr. President:

I appreciate your thoughtful letter of January 25,
Vietnam is veyy much on my mind, and I share
your concern qver North Vietnam's failure to
observe the mogt fundamental provisions of the
Paris Agreemernt and over the heightened level
of North Vietnamlese military pressure.

Once again the South Vietnamese people and armed
forces are effectively demonstrating their deter-
mination to resist Hanoi's attacks, despite your ex-
isting limitations on unition and other supplies.
I was particularly impkessed by the performance of
your forces at the Phuo§ Long province capital and
at Ba Den Mountain, whege they were overwhelmed
only by greatly superior
from resupply and reinfor

Even though your offers to rdinstitute negotiations

have been rejected thus far, they clearly demonstrate
that it is the Communist side -} not the Republic of
Vietnam -- which is prolonging the war. We continue
to believe that implementation of\the Paris Agreement,
with direct negotiations between the Vietnamese parties,
is the quickest, most appropriate, \and most effective
way to end the bloodshed in Vietnam\ We strongly sup-
port your efforts to resume negotiatiyns and, in the
meantime, will make every effort to pyovide the
assistance that is so necessary to your\struggle.
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PRESGS FOR THE Full IMPLEMEMTATIUN OF THIS AGRELEMENT
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 22, 1975

Dear President Thieu:

The current North Vietnamese offensive against your
country ic profoundly disturking and persorally anguishing,
It is my view that Hanoi's aitack represents nothing less
than an abrogation by force of the Paris Agreement.

s
This turn of events bears the most severe consequences
for both our nations. For you and ycur countrymen it
is a time cf supreme sacrifice which will determine the
very fate of your nation. I am confident that under your
leadership the armed forces and people of the Republic
of Vietnam will continue their fenacious defense against

AL e m mmvann mmd e T mamn mmenmn TVl i L2 D mde dlai e A les e
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additional external support, you will prevail in your
struggle for self-determination.

.
As for the United States, the issue is no less critical.

By its action, Hanoi is again seeking to undermine zll

that we have sought to achieve at enormous cost over the
past ien years. Concurrently, at stake is America's
resclve to suppert a2 friend who is being attacked by heavily
armed forces in total viclation of 2 solemn international
agrecment,

‘

I, for my part, am determined that America shall stand
firmly behind the Republic of Vietnam at this crucial hour.
With a view to honoring thc responsibilities of the United
States in this sitvation, I am {ollowing developments with
the closest attenticn and am consulting on an urgent basis
with my advisors on actions which the situation may require
and the law permit.

With regard to the provision of adequate military acsistance
to your armed forces, you can be sure that I shail bend
every effort to meet your material neceds on the battlefield.



In closing, I wish to repeat my continued high respect for
your resolve and for the constancy and courage of your
people.

Sincerely,

4 5

His Excellency ‘ R
Nguyen Van Thieu ‘ n
President of the \\""'
Republic of Vietnam
Saigon :



NGUYEN VAN THIEU
President of the Republic of Viet-Nam

Saigon, March 25, 1975

Dear Mr. President,

I wish to thank You for Your kind letter of March 22nd,
1975,

As I am writing to You, the military situation in South

Viet-Nam is very grave and is growing worse by the hour.

The serious disequilibrium in the balance of forces in favor
of the North Vietnamese as well as their strategic advantages,
accumulated over the past two years, have let to the present
critical situation, especially in MRI and II, as you have already
known, Heavy pressures are also being exerted on all the rest of

our national territory, and Saigon itself is threatened.

It has become evident that it would be extremely difficult
for us to contain the advance of the Communist forces and to

hold the line in order to push back the invaders.

Hanoi's intention to use the Paris Agreement for a

military take over of South Viet-Nam was well known to us at

His Excellency Gerald D. Ford
President of the United States of America
Washington, D.C., USA



the very time of negotiating the Paris Agreement., You may
recall that we signed it, not because we credulously believed
in the enemy's goodwill, but because we were certain of the
common resolution of our two governments to make the

Agreement work,

As evidence of that resolution, firm pledges were
then given to us that the United States will retaliate swiftly
and vigorously to any violation of the Agreement by the
enemy and will provide the Republic of Viet-Nam with adequate

military and economic assistance,

We consider those pledges the most important guarantees
of the Paris Agreement; those pledges have now become the

most crucial ones to our survival.

Mr. President,

At this critical hour when the fate of the free South
Viet-Nam is at stake and when the horror of the enemy's
offensive is descending upon the entire population of South
Viet-Nam, I earnestly request that you take two following

necessary actions :

- To immediately order a brief but intensive B-52
air strike against enemy's concentration of forces and logistic
bases within South Viet-Nam, with intensity comparable to

what was done in the most critical hour of 1972, and

- To urgently provide us with necessary means to

contain and repel the offensive.



Only with these two actions can we stop North Viet-Nam
from conquering South Viet-Nam by force in defiance of the Paris
Agreement; only with these two actions can we prevent them from

confronting us with an irreparable situation and a fait accompli.

Mr. President,

Once again, I wish to appeal to You, to the credibility
of American foréign policy, and especially, to the Conscience of

America,

I am heartened that upon assuming the Presidency, You
were prompt to renew to us the assurance of the continuity of
American foreign policy and the validity of its existing commitments,
I am gratified for Your determination to honor these commitments
in full in Your administration. As You so rightly noted, these

assurances are particularly relevant to the Republic of Viet-Nam.,

Generations of South Vietnamese who will be living free
from the horror of North Viet-Nam's domination will be indebted
to Your prompt actions, and to the steadfastness of the great

people of America.,

Sincerely,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 25, 1975

Dear Mr. President:. ‘

I am very much aware of the difficult times you are
now experiencing. I have asked Ambassador Martin
to convey to you my admiration for your determina-
tion, your resolution and courage. I am convinced
that in the end the South Vietnamese people, under
your leadership, will be successful in their fight to
preserve their independence and free institutions.

) § vefy much regret that events over the last twelve
months -~ events which neither of us could complete-~
ly control -- resulted in a diminution of the American

material support which your government had fully ex-

pected to receive. While I deeply regret the conse-
quent military redeployments you felt compelled to
take, I fully understand the reasons for these actions
to reduce extended lines of communication and re-
supply and permit a more effective concentration of

-your military forces to defend the vital areas.

The essential problem now is to determine with pre-
cision the actions we both may take to present the
best prospects for the future. Although you may have
received a rather gloomy assessment of American
public and Congressional attitudes on the prospects
for édequate amounts of economic and military aid,

I think the situation has now changed considerably.

Your military redeployments portrayed the actual re- -

alities of the current situation in Vietnam far more

- graphically than words. Consequently, there is a
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growing awareness in this country of your urgent need
for additional aid in adequate amounts,

You may rest assured that we will make every effort
to secure from the Congress adequate amounts of
aid for South Vietnam, We fully realize that this
must be done promptly.

To insure that I am fully and completely informed and
that our military aid requests are specifically designed
to meet your actual current needs, I am asking your
old friend, General Fred Weyand, to accompany Am-
bassador Martin on his return to Saigon. I am certain
that you will review the current situation with him with
complete candor and inform him fully on those items
you and your military advisors believe to be the most
crucial at this time, '

I am also aware that some membexrs of your staff have
speculated from time to time that American interests
elsewhere have lessened the interest of the United
States in Vietnam. Ambassador Martin informs me
that you understand this could not possibly be true
since the way we discharge our commitment to the
Republic of Vietnam inevitably affects the credibility
of American interests everywhere. Therefore, our
firm intention remains to help insure the Republic of
Vietnam's economic viability and.its capability to
defend its own freedom and institutions.

Achievement of these aims will require maximum
efforts on both sides., It also requires that we remain
in close and intimate communication. I have instructed
Ambassador Martin to forward directly for my attention
any comununications which you think necessary.

Our peoples have both surmounted even more difficult
times in the past, You and your pcople may be assured
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of my continued firm support and of my resolve to
do everything I can to help the Republic of Vietnam.
Once again, I am confident that our joint endeavors
will be successful.

With my warmest personal good wishes,

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Nguyen Van Thieu

President of the Republic
of Vietnam

Saigon





