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S/S 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

September 17, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter for President Ford from Vietnamese 
President Thieu 

Vietnamese Ambassador Tran Kim Phuong delivered 
to the Acting Secretary September 3 the attached 
letter from President Thieu to President Ford. The 
letter is in response to President Ford's letter of 
August 10, which reiterated u. s. assurances of con­
tinued support for the Republic of Viet-Nam in the 
new Administration. It is not President Thieu's 
initial congratulatory message to which a reply has 
been transmitted. The Department does t believe 

a reply is required. 1/ , / 

~-- _.,.,_.'A I' . I / 

~r:,~tv;es 

Attachment: 

Original Letter from President Thieu 
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Saigon, August 

NGUYEN VAN THIEU 

President of the Republic of Viet-Nam 

Dear Mr. President, 

21 I 1974 

I am pleased to aclmowledge your letter of August 10. 

1974 and to renew my wishes for the full success of your 

mission. which is most important not only to America but 

also to the rest of the world. 

As Your Excellency so aptly put it, we have traveled 

a long and hard road together during the past twenty five years. 

During this historic journey, many fine young men of both 

nations had given their lives and we shall see to it that their 

supreme sacrifice would not have been made in vain. This 

means that a genuine peace must be secured and that the 

sacred right of the South Vietnamese people to self determination 

must be preserved. 

In that noble endeavour. I can assure you that the 

Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam has done its utmost 

to respect and implement the Paris Agreement. The only obstacle 

to peace and to a political solution of the Viet-Nam problem 

resides in the stubborn and bellicose attitude of the North Viet-

namese who do not renounce to their scheme of forcible conquest 

of South Viet-Nam yet. To overcome that obstacle, we must 

show the Communist side that there is no hop e for them either 

to break the will of the South Vietnamese people or to undermine 

the support of the U.S. for the Republic of Viet-Nam. 

His Excellency GERALD R. FORD 
President of the United States Of America. 
Washington D. C. 

• 
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Your assurances about the continuity of American 

policy towards Viet-Nam and about the adequate amount of 

military and economic aid that we could get in the end are 

most helpful in that respect. I strongly hope that future 

actions by the U.S. Congress will further convince the 

Communist side of our common determination and stead­

fastness of purpose, thus bringing peace that much nearer. 

Sincerely, 

• 
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Saigon, September I r ,1974 

NGUYEN VAN THIEU 
President of the Republic of Viet-Nam 

Dear Mr. President, 

About a month ago, I wrote to Your Excellency about 

the situation facing the Republic of Viet-Nam as the Communist 

side spurned all negotiations and stepped up their armed attacks 

in complete disregard of the Paris Agreement. 

Since then, the situation has become even more serious. 

In fact, the prospects for the resumption of the talks between 

the two South Vietnamese parties are bleaker than ever, while 

the Communist generalized offensive continues unabated. Now 

the leaders of the Hanoi regime openly declare their active 

support for movements aimed at overthrowing the legal Govern­

ment of the Republic of Viet-Nam while they intensify their 

infiltrations and military action, thus baring their plans for a 

forcible conquest of the whole South Viet-Nam. 

His Excellency Mr. Gerald E. FORD 
President of the United States of America 
Washington D. C. 
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I think that the main cause for the increasingly defiant 

and bellicose attitude of the Communists resides in their 

believing that the United States is now wavering in its dedica­

tion to our common goal. namely a South Viet-Nam capable 

of defending itself and of deciding its own future. The utterly 

inadequate amount of military and economic aid to the Republic 

of Viet-Nam which has been voted by the U.S. Congress might 

have induced the Communists to make such speculations. 

This can in turn lead to very dangerous miscalculations 

on the part of the Communists. as they might be tempted to 

, launch an all out offensive to complete their forcible conquest 
X 

of South Viet,...Nam. 

Therefore~ it is essential that the United States unmist­

akably demonstrates once again its attachment to a serious 

implementation of the Paris Agreement and its support for the 

Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam. if peace is to be 

restored in South Viet-Nam and in South East Asia. 

In this respect. I am most appreciative of your efforts 

made on September 12th to persuade leaders of Congress to 

restore the cuts in aid funds. I sincerely hope that Your 

Excellency will succeed in bringing the amounts of military 

and economic assistance up to the levels required by the new 

realities of the situation and the need for South Viet-Nam to 

achieve an economic takeoff . 
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The Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam had 

signed the Paris Agreement in good faith, under the double 

assurance that, on the one hand, Russia and Red China will 

exercise a restraining influence upon Hanoi and that, on the 

other hand, all necessary military equipments and economic 

assistance will be provided by the United States to the 

Republic of Viet-Nam to maintain its capabilities of self 

defense and to develop its national economy. 

The first assumption turned out to be an empty pro­

mise, as Russia and Red China continue to give North Viet­

Nam all the ingredients to pursue an aggressive war in 

South Viet-Nam. 

But I am convinced that thanks to your generous efforts, 

the second assumption will be borne out. 

Our valiant soldiers by enduring daily sacrifices in 

the battlefields have proved beyond doubt our will to resist 

Communist aggression. It would be unfortunate indeed if 

sufficient means could not be supplied to them because of the 

lack of resolve and misconception on the part of our allies. 

Beside providing us with an adequate amount of military 

and economic assistance, the United States can also show its 

support for the just cause of the Republic of Viet-Nam by 

solemnly restating our common goals. In this regard, I hope 

that some time in the near future, we can meet together 

• 
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to discuss about ways and means to achieve a genuine peace 

in South Viet-Nam. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my 

lasting friendship and highest consideration • 

• 
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I think that the main cause for the increasingly de~iant 

and bellicose attitude of the Communists resides in their 

believing that the United States is now wavering in its dedica­

tion to our common goal. namely a South Viet-Nam capable 

of defending itself and of deciding its own future. The utterly 

inadequate amount of mUitary and economic aid to the Republic 

of Viet .. Nam which has been voted by the U.S. Congress might 

have induced the Communists to make such speculations. 

This can in tum lead to very dangerous miscalculations 

on the pa11 of the Communists. as they might be tempted to 

launch an all out off.ensive to complete their forcil:ale conquest 

of South Viet-Nam. 

Therefore. it is essential that the United States unmist­

akably demonstrates once qain its attachment to a serious 

implementation of the Paris Agreement and its· support for the 

Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam.. if peace is to be 

restored in South Viet-Nam and in South East Asia. 

In this respect. I am most appntciatift of your eff•rts 

made on September 12th to persuade leaders of Congress to 

restore the cuts in aid funds. I sincerely hope that Your 

Excellency wUl succeed in bringing the amounts of military 

and economic assistance up to the levels required by the new 

realities of the situation and the need for South Viet-Nam to 

achieve an economic takeoff. 

. .. 
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The Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam had 

signed the Paris Agreement in good faith, under the double 

assurance that, on the one hand, Russia and Red China will 

exercise a restraining infiuence upon Hanoi and that, on the 

other band. all necessary mllitary equipment& and economic 

assistance will be provided by the United States to the 

Republic of Viet-Nam to maintain ita capabilities of aelf 

defense and to develop its national economy. 

The first assumption turned out to be an empty pro­

mise. as Russia and Red China continue to give North Viet­

Nam all the ingredients to pursue an aggressive war in 

South Viet-Nam. 

But I am convinced that thanks to your generous efforts. 

the secoad assumption will be bome out. 

OUr valiant soldiers by enduring dally sacrifices in. 

the battlefields have proved beyond doubt our will to resist 

Communtst aggression. It would be unfortunate indeed if 

sufficient means could not be supplied to them because of the 

lack of resolve and miaconception on the part of our allies. 

Beside providing us with an adequate amount of mllitary 

and economic assistance. the United States can also show its 

support for the just cause of the Republic of Viet-Nam by 

solemnly restating our common goals. In this regard, I hope 

that some time in the near future. we can meet together 
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to discuss about ways and means to achieve a genuine peace 

in South Viet-Nam. 

Please accept. Mr. President, the assurances of my 

lasting friendship and highest consideration. .. 
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THIS AOMINISTRATIO 1 WE CONTINUE STRONG~V TO SUPPORT 
VOUR GOVERNMENT~& E~FORTS TO O!F!ND ANO TO PROMOTE TME 
!NDEPENOENCE AND WELL•8E!NG OF THE SOUTH VI!TNAMES! PEOPL • 
WE ALSO REMAIN CONFIDENT IN THE COURAGE, D!T!RMlNATlON AN 
SKILL OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE ANO ARMED FOAe!S, 

% FULLY UNOERSTAND ANO SHARE VOUR CONC!RN ABOUT TH! OURR!NT 
IITUATI N tN THE R!PU8LtC OF VIETNAM, PARTICULARLY TH! 
mROWlNG COMMUNIST MILITARY THR!AT WHICH VOU NOW FACfo 
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His Excellency Gerald R. Ford 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

-------~ -----

November 27, 1974 

I have the honour to transmit to you the following 
message from His Excellency Nguyen Van Thieu, President 
of the Republic of Vietnam: 

Quote: Dear Mr. President: 

I WISH TO CONVEY TO YOU MY HEARTFELT THANKS FOR YOUR 

MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD WISHES ON THE OCCASION 

OF THE NATIONAL DAY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. 

THE GOVERNMENT .AL'ID THE PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-

NAM HIGHLY VALUE THE SUPPORT GIVEN BY THE UNITED STATES TO 

THEIR JUST CAUSE. IT IS MY CONVICTION THAT THE COMMON 

DETERMINF .. TION OF OUR 'I'WO COUNTRIES WILL INDUCE 'rHE COMMU­

NIST SIDE TO RESPECT.,THE PARIS AGREEMENT SO AS TO RESTORE 

PEAGE IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

PLEASE ACCEPT, MR. PRESIDENT, THE ASSURANCES OF MY 

HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

Signed NGUYEN VAN THIEU 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM Unquote 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my 
highest esteem. 
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Dear Mr. President: 
'i '\<.,. fL. 
J-- ~'il' l(ll_.t.{l:-:(_"l ' ,.~ ' 

~our thoughtful letter of-Janua-ry z€9 I tia; e 
~ Vietnam is very much on my mind and ea t:la:'i • 

..;... mifia&: of other people her"" and ta!'ee;tZ\H tla.;:lJ;Pla. •• 
I share your concern ~North Vietnam's failure to 
observe the most fundamental provisions of the Paris 
Agreement and ali?&\( the heightened level of North 
Vietnamese military pressure. 

Once again the South Vietnamese people and armed 
forces are effectively demonstrating their determina­
tion to resist Hanoi's attacks. t cie,s,pite-.the--e~d&tingc" l 
limitations on ammunition and other supplies with \ "-~~ 
whis;h you..a..r.efaced •... -1--was.-:Particularly impressed-- -f·<cA 
by the gallant performan1:e-of-your·forcea at th& ... ~c \ 
Long province capital and at Ba Den Mountain, wher-e- \ 

l they were overwhelmed only by greatly superior -nu.m-. l 

bers after being cut off fr:Om resupply and reinforcezne.ll.t~\ 
~ . .J 

~~i(E...-e,ff'!'flnri~t:tJ'Jffn:re~""'-""'c.,-ven though your sever a1 
offers to reinstitute negotiations have all been rejected 
thus far, they demonstrate that it is the Communist 
side -- not the Republic of Vietnam -- which is pro­
longing the war. We continue to believe that imple­
mentation of the Paris Agreement, with direct negotia­
tions between the Vietnamese parties, is the quickest, 
most appropriate, and most effective way to end the 

) 
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The path'to peace is never easy. It has been extraor­
dinarily long and difficult in Vietnam. But I remain 
hopeful that if we persevere we will yet reach our ob­
jective of a fair peace, a lasting peace, a peace which 
is consistent with the will of the South Vietnamese 
people and which justifies the sacrifices of the Vietna­
mese and American peoples. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieu 
President of the Republic of Vietnam 
Saigon 

SECRET 
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Dear Mr. President: 

I appreciate your thoughtfui letter of January 25. Vietnam 

is very much on my mind, and I share your concern over North 

Vietnam• s failure to observe the most fundamental provisions of the 

Paris Agreement and over the heightened level of North Vietnamese 

military pressure. 

:'1'• 
Once again the South Vietnamese people and armed forces are 

effectively demonstrating their determination to resist Hanoi's attacks, 
~ . 

despite i'\ existing limitations on ammunition and other supplies.~ 

., ... 
~&a ye1! at c face«. I was particularly imp res sed by the 8?]1 ;udi. 

performance of your forces at the Phuoc Long province capital and at 

Ba De.u 1v1our.1tain, ·w-here they \.Vere ov·er".;vhelmed onl}r by gre~tly 

superior numbers after being cut off from resupply and reinforcement. 

Even though your';'"&V&Pt!lll offers to reinstitute negotiations have 

r- - d.L•·'-f/ 
fdt been rejected thus far, they demonstrate that it is the Communist , 
side -- not the Republic of Vietnam -- which is prolonging the war. 

We continu~ to believe that implementation of the Paris Agreement, with 

direct negotiations between the Vietnamese parties, is the quickest, 

most appropriate, and most effective way to end the bloodshed in 

Vietnam. We strongly support your efforts to resume negotiations/ 

and in the meantime, I intend to do everything I can to ensure that the 
~ 

United States provides South Vietnam with the means to defend itself • 

• 
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The path to peace is never easy. It has been extraordinarily 

long and difficult in Vietnam. But I remain hopeful that if we persevere 

~ 
we will yet reach our objective of a fair peace, a lasting peace//\ a 

p~s consistent with the will of the South Vietnamese people - -

~/:nes the sacrifices of the Vietn~d American peoples. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieu 
President of the Republic of Vietnam 
Saigon 
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Pr~sident: Dear Mr. 

Your thoughtfu letter of January 25 comes at a time 
when Vietnam i very much on my mind and on the 
minds of other eople here and throughout the world. 
I share your con ern about North Vietnam's failure to 
observe the most fundamental provisions of the Paris 
Agreement and ab ut the heightened level of North 
Vietnamese milita y pressure. 

Once again the Sout Vietnamese people and armed 
forces are effective! demonstrating their determina­
tion to resist Hanoi's ttacks, despite the existing 
limitations on ammuni ·on and other supplies with 
which you are faced. I as particularly impressed 
by the gallant performan e of your forces at the Phuoc 
Long province capital an at Ba Den Mountain, where 
they were overwhelmed o y by greatly superior num­
bers after being cut off fro resupply and reinforcement. 

In spite of North Vietnam's scalating military attacks, 
your Government continues t press for unconditional 
resumption of the negotiations which the Communists 
broke off last summer. Even ough your several 
offers to reinstitute negotiation have all been rejected 
thus far, they demonstrate that is the Communist 
side -- not the Republic of Vietn -- which is pro­
longing the war. We continue to b lieve that imple­
mentation of the Paris Agreement, :with direct negotia­
tions between the Vietnamese partie , is the quickest, 
most appropriate, and most effective ~ay to end the 

\ 
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etnam; we, therefore, strongly support 
sume negotiations. 

We have frequentl stated that the United States would 
provide South Vietn with the means to defend itself, 
and I intend to do eve ything I can to achieve this ob­
jective. Specifically, s you know, I have just re­
quested the Congress t appropriate an additional $300 
million in military aid tl:r s fiscal year to help provide 
your forces with the amm nition and other supplies 
needed to turn back North ietnamese attacks. 

The path to peace is never ea: y. It has been extraor­
dinarily long and difficult in V tnam. But I remain 
hopeful that if we persevere we ill yet reach our ob­
jective of a fair peace, a lasting eace, a peace which 
is consistent with the will of the S 
people and which justifies the 
mese and American peoples. 

Sincerely, . 

His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieu 
President of the Republic of Vietnam 
Saigon 

SEe :RET 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

February 20, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT 

W.L. STEARMAN1~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Presidential Response to Thieu Letters 

At Tab B is the signed Presidential letter replying to a President Thieu 
letter which was received telegraphically and which State said was dated 
January 25 (Tab C). We just received the actual letter and discovered it 
was dated January 24. To complicate things further, we also just received 
another letter from Thieu dated January 25 (Tab D) which was not sent 
telegraphically. At Tab A for your approval is a redrafted first page 
which replies to the second letter and corrects the date of Thieu' s first 
letter. 

The new (January 25) Thieu letter asks the President to denounce Com­
munist violations and to use his influence to prevail upon the Communist 
side to implement the Agreement and to return to the negotiating table. 
We have added a sentence to the original letter responding to this request. 
The only changes are: 

Added reference to the January 24 letter; 
Added last sentence in the first paragraph; 
Deleted "intl1e meantime" and added ''until peace comes'' in the last sentence 
of paragraph three. 

I would appreciate your approving the revised first page without sending 
it to the President. The reply is already long overdue -- partly because 
we wanted Graham Martin's views before drafting a response. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you approve transmission of the letter to President Thieu using the 
revised first page at Tab A. 

Approve (&t 
Dick Smyser concur.,P' 
Paul Theis has approved revised page 

• 

Disapprove -----
DECU~S!F!ED 

E.O. 1~f:;, t::c. 3.5 
.JSCtF.MO, 11124198, STATE f',2:!'T. GUIDELINES 
6' Jk --, NAflA. D~E~~!{ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 24, 1975 

Dear Mr. President: 

Your thoughtful letters of January 24 and 25 
come at a time when Vietnam is very much on my 
mind and on the minds o£ other people here and through­
out the world. I share your concern about North Viet­
nam's failure to observe the most fundamental provi­
sions of the Paris Agreement and about the heightened 
level of North Vietnamese military pressure. I wish 
to assure you that this Government will continue to 
press for the full implementation of this Agreement. 

Once again the sc?uth Vietnamese people and armed 
forces are effectively demonstrating their determi­
nation to resist Hanoi's attacks. Despite your ex­
isting limitations on ammunition and other supplies,. 
I was particular~y impressed by the performance of 
your forces at th,e Phuoc Long province capital and 
at Ba Den Mountain, where they were overwhelmed 
only by greatly sluperior numbers after being cut off 
from resupply and reinforcement. 

Even though your offers to reinstitute negotiations 
have been rejected thus far, they clearly demonstrate 
that it is the Communist side -- not the Republic of 
Vietnam -- which is prolonging the war. We continue 
to believe that implementation of the Paris Agreen1ent, 
with direct negotiations between the Vietnamese parties, 
is the quickest, most appropriate, and most effective 
way to end the bloodshed in Vietnam. We strongly sup­
port your efforts to resume negotiations and will make 
every effort to provide the assistance that is so nec­
essary to your __ struggle until peace comes • 

• 
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The path to peace is never easy. It has been extraor­
dinarily long and difficult in Vietnam. But I remain 
hopeful that if we perseve.re we will yet reach our 
objective of a fair peace, a lasting peace and a peace 
which is consistent with the will of the South Vietna­
mese people -- justifying the sacrifices of the Viet­
namese and American peoples. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieu 
President of the Republic of Vietnam 
Saigon 

• 

. ' 
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NGUYEN VAN THIEU 

President of the Republic of Viet-Nam 

Saigon. January 24th. 1975 

Dear Mr. President. 

AB we are approaching the second anniversary of the 

signing of the Paris Agreement of 27 January 1973. I wish to 

draw your attention to the very grave situation our country is 

facing as a result of the continuing aggression carried out by 

North Vietnamese troops in South Viet-Nam. 

Indeed during the last two years. and despite the 

existence of the Paris Agreement_. North Viet-Nam has vastly 

increased its military capability in th.e South.· stepped up land 

and population grabbing operations and launched incessant attacks 

against outposts. bases. district towns which were indisputably 

under the jurisdiction and control of our government long before 

the Paris Agreement was concluded. The recent capture of the 

Phuoc -Long province last week -- certainly the most massive 

and the most blatant violation of the Paris Agreement -- clearly 

shows that the North Vietnamese and their political instrument 

in the South. the "National Liberation Front". have completely 

His Excellency Gerald Ford. 

President of the United States of America 

WASHINGTON. D. C . 

• 
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disregarded the Agreement. It is quite evident by now that 

North Viet-Nam instead of seeking a political solution within 

the framework of the Paris Agreement, has again resorted 

to military adventures to impose their will over South Viet­

Nam. 

You are certainly aware, Mr. President, that this 

continued aggression from North Viet-Nam constitutes a most 

serious threat to the survival of South Viet-Nam as a free 

and independent country and destroys the chance for the South 

Vietnamese people to exercise their right of self -determination, 

a principle for the defence of which more than fifty thousand 

young Americans as well as hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese 

had sacrificed their lives. To uphold this principle, our troops 

have fought gallantly and well, and since the withdrawal of all 

allied troops they have shown determination and ability to go 

forward alone to preserve our independence and freedom. 

Nevertheless as North Viet-Nam continues to receive 

large quantities of war material from communist' countries to 

pursue their armed aggression against South Viet-Nam, we must 

rely on the assistance of the United States of America for the 

supply of equipment and ammunition necessary to our defence. 

In most cases we have sustained setbacks solely because of the 

communist massive application of fire power and armor ; on 

our side our troops had to count every single shell they fire in 

order to make the ammunition last. 

I understand that some sections of the American 

public opinion have been induced into believing that too much 

aid to the Republic of Viet-Nam would only prolong the war 

and encourage us not to seek a political solution. The record 

clearly shows the opposite. Reduction of military assistance 

to Viet-Nam by the U.S. Congress has only encouraged the 

Communists. Thus, they have broken off all the negotiations 

in Saigon as well as in Paris and systematically rejected all 

• 
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our proposals for general elections. Taking advantage of 

the scarcity of our supplies and hoping that adequate aid for 

us will not be forthcoming. they are once again undertaking 

to destroy our government structure by force of arms with 

a view of imposing a solution of their own. 

Two years ago we signed the Paris Agreement with 

the hope that the elaborate structure for global peace would 

effectively work. We also signed with the great conviction 

that should the communists resort to the use of force again 

we will be provided with adequate means to defend ourselves. 

Today I wish to appeal to you to take all necessary 

action to preserve the Paris Agreement. I am aware of and 

thankful for the numerous personal efforts and intervention 

you have made in our behalf since you took over the highest 

office of your great country. I ar.n also very heartened by 

your decision last week to seek more supplemental military 

assistance for the Republic of Viet-Nar.n. 

I hope that you will be successful in convincing the 

United States Congress and the American people that the 

cutbacks and restrictions in aid to the Republic of Viet-Nam 

could undermine its very survival and eventually make a 

mockery of the commitment of the United States to the defence 

of peace in Viet-Nam. 

I trust that you and the Secretary of State will not 

spare any effort to preserve the Paris Agreement and to 

ensure that the countless sacrifices that our two nations have 

made will not be made in vain. 

Sincerely yours • 

• 
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Dear Mr. President; 

February 13,1975 

I have the honor to forward to you, herewith 
enclosed, a letter dated January 25,1975, from the Pre­
sident of the Republic of Vietnam. 

Ple~e accept, dear Mr. President, the renewed 
assurances of my highest respects. 

Truly yours, 

~fJ~ 
~Kim Phuong 

·<: i. Ambassador 

His Excellency Mr. GERALD R. FORD 
President of the United States of America 

The White House 
Washington, D.C • 

• 
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NGUYEN VAN THIEU 
President of the Republic of Viet-Nam 

Saigon, January 25, 1975 

Your Excellency, 

On April 25 last year, I wrote to Your Excellency 

about the tense situation in South Viet-Nam following the 

capture of the Tong-Le-Chan base by North Vietnamese 

communist troops. 

Since then the situation has considerably worsened 

because of the numerous and increasingly brazen violations 

of the Paris Agreement of January 27, 1973 by the communist 

side. It has reached a critical stage with the recent events 

in the Province of Phuoc-Long. 

In fact, from December 14, 1974 on, important 

North Vietnamese troops at division strength, massively 

supported by tanks and artillery, were attacking and forcibly 

seizing the district towns in the Province of Phuoc -Long, 

a territory that is undisputably under the permanent control 

of the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam for many 

decades up to now. On January 7, 1975 communist troops 

His Excellency Mr. GERALD FORD 
President of the United States of America 
WASHINGTON D. C. (U.S. A.) 

• 
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overran the provincial capital Phuoc -Binh, after having 

subjected this city to heavy artillery barrages, in callous 

disregard of the fate of over 26,000 of its inhabitants, 

including many women, children, the sick and the wounded. 

The communist capture of the Province of Phuoc 

Long which clearly belongs to the Republic of Viet-Nam 

constitutes a blatant, grave and large scale violation of 

the ceasefire -in-place ordered by the Paris Agreement. 

It also represents an intolerable challenge to all peace­

loving countries and nations in the world. 

The capture of Phuoc -Long by communist troops 

is by no means an isolated incident. It is a part of a 

communist plan aimed at deliberately and systematically 

destroying the Paris Agreement, through continuous and 

grave violations of the ceasefire by communist troops, 

through the communist unilateral boycott of the peace 

negotiations between Vietnamese parties as prescribed 

by the Paris Agreement, through the overt call made by 

the communist side for the overthrow of the legal 

Government of South Viet-Nam and the massiv~ buildup 

of the communist military strength in South Viet-Nam . 

. . . /3 
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If the Communists were allowed to carry out 

this plan with impunity, the Viet-Nam war would break 

out anew and peace in South-East Asia and in the world 

would be once again endangered. 

The International Commission of Control and 

Supervision set up by the Paris Agreement is now thoroughly 

paralyzed due to the non-cooperation of the communist side. 

As to the Paris International Conference on Viet-Nam, given 

the present negative stance of its communist participants, 

there is no likelihood that this Conference can be reconvened in 

the near future. 

Thus, while the Government of the Republic of 

Vi.et-Nam maintains its correct position of strictly 

respecting and seriously implementing the Paris Agreement 

of January 2 7, 19 7 3, it is duty-bound to defend its territory 

and population against Communist attacks and encroachments. 

I am convinced that this just position deserves the whole­

hearted support of all the peace and freedom loving people 

in the world. 

. .. /4 
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Therefore I ·wish to ask Your Excellency to 

strongly denounce and severely condemn the violations 

of the Paris Agreement perpetrated by the communist 

side in Viet-Nam. I also hope that Your Excellency 

will use your great influence to prevail upon the 

communist side to respect the ceasefire, return to 

the negotiating table and implement every provision of 

the Paris Agreement. Moreover, we would most 

appreciate Your Excellency's eventual statement of 

support for the just cause and the correct stand of 

the Republic of Viet-Nam. 

All this would be indeed a valuable contribution 

to the restoration of peace in Viet-Nam and in 

South-East Asia. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances 

of my highest consideration . 

• 
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WASHINGTON 

SECREI' ACTION 

February 15, 1 9 7 5 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER r8J 
SUBJECT: Reply to a Letter to You From 

South Vietnamese President Thieu 

South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu has written you (Tab B) 
citing his concern over the recent step-up in North Vietnamese attacks, 
expressing thanks for your personal efforts in seeking supplemental 
aid for South Vietnam and asking that you take all action necessary 
to preserve the Paris Agreement. 

At Tab A is a draft reply from you to President Thieu. Your reply 
thanks him for his letter, indicates that you share his concern over 
the recent escalation of military activity, conveys your praise for 
the gallant performance of South Vietnam's military forces, and 
states your intention to do everything within your means to provide 
South Vietnam with the supplies necessary to defend itself. 

Paul Theis has seen the draft response and concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the draft response at Tab A. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Mem.otftn4/98, State Dept. ow~Hr""-s 
By ~ , MARA, Dal.a 3 •.!_ 

SEC~T 

• 

~···. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 12 

TO BUD MACF.ARLAM! 

We ha.e reYlaed the letter to 'Dlleu 
•• suaested, aBd ha.e run l t back fhroup 
Paul 'Dlets • 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 817 

ACTION 

SS"eRET February 10, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

GENERALSCOWCROFT 

WILLIAM L. STEARMAN 't:f!.­
Presidential Reply to a Letter from 
South Vietnamese President Thieu 

South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu has written the President 
(Tab B) citing his concern over the recent step-up in North Vietnamese 
attacks, expressing thanks for the President's personal efforts in 
seeking supplemental aid for South Vietnam and appealing to the President 
to take all action necessary to preserve the Paris Agreement. 

At Tab A is a draft Presidential reply to President Thieu' s letter. 
The President's reply thanks President Thieu for his letter, indicates 
that the President shares his concern over the recent escalation of 
military activity, conveys the President's praise for the gallant per­
formance of South Vietnam• s military forces, and states the President's 
intention to do everything within his means to provide South Vietnam 
with the supplies necessary to defend itself. 

A memorandum from you to the President transmitting the suggested 
reply is at Tab I. 

Paul Theis has seen the draft response and concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memorandum to the Presid.ent at Tab I. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

HSC t.fcmo, 11124/98, State Dept. Ouide!in~ 
By l¢1f , NARA, Date 31,141 D_ 

S~CRET 

• 

l 
l}, 
~l 

l 



Sl!::CRET 

SAIGON 924 

January 25, 1975 

Dear Mr. President: 

As we are approaching the second anniversary of the signing of the 
Paris Agreement of 27 January 1973, I wish to draw your attention 
to the very grave situation our country is facing as a result of the 
continuing aggression carried out by North Vietnamese troops 
in South Vietnam. 

Indeed during the last two years, and despite the existence of the 
Paris Agreement, North Vietnam has vastly increased its military 
capability in the South, stepped up land and population grabbing 
operations and launched incessant attacks against outposts, bases, 
district towns which were indisputably under the jurisdiction and 
control of our Government long before the Paris Agreement was 
concluded. The recent capture of the Phuoc Long Province last 
week -- certainly the most massive and the most blatant violations 
of the Paris Agreement -- clearly shows that the North Vietnamese 
and their political instrument in the South, the uNational Liberation 
Front, 11 have completely disregarded the Agreement. It is quite 
evident by now that North Vietnam instead of seeking a political 
solution within the framework of the Paris Agreement, has again 
resorted to military adventures to impose their will over South Vietnam. 

You are certainly aware, Mr. President, that this continued aggression 
from North Vietnam constitutes a most serious threat to the survival of 
South Vietnam as a free and independent country and destroys the chance 
for the South Vietnamese people to exercise their right of self-deter­
mination, a principle for the defense of which more than fifty thousand 
young Americans as well as hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese had 
sacrificed their lives. To uphold this principle, our troops have fought 
gallantly and well, and since the withdrawal or all allied troups they 
have show determination and ability to go forward alone to preserve 
our independence and freedom. 

Nevertheless as North Vietnam continues to receive large quantities 
of war material from Communist countries to pursue their armed aggression 
against South Vietnam, we must rely on the assistance of the United States 

OOCLASSIFIED 
ItO. 1295&, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, lln4/9&, State Dept. GuideliiCI 
By ¢It , NARA, Dare 3ble '-' 

• 
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of America for the supply of equipment and ammunition necessary to 
our defense. In most cases we have sustained setbacks solely because 
of the Communist massive application of fire power and armor; on 
our side our troops had to count every single shell they fire in order 
to make the ammunition last. 

I understand that some sections of the American public opinion have 
been induced into believing that too much aid to the Republic of 
Vietnam would only prolong the war and encourage us not to seek a 
political solution. The record clearly shows the opposite. Reduction 
of military assistance to Vietnam by the U.S. Congress has only 
encouraged the Communists. Thus, they have broken off all the 
negotiations in Saigon as well as in Paris and systematically rejected 
all our proposals for general elections. Taking advantage of the scarcity 
of our supplies and hoping that adequate aid for us will not be forth­
coming, they are once again undertaking to destroy our Government 
structure by force of arms with a view of imposing a solution of their 
own. 

Two years ago we signed the Paris Agreement with the hope that the 
elaborate structure for global peace would effectively work. We also 
signed with the great conviction that should the Communists resort to 
the use of force again we will be provided with adequate means to defend 
ourselves. 

Today I wish to appeal to you to take all necessary action to preserve 
the Paris Agreement. I am aware of and thankful for the numerous 
personal efforts and intervention you have made in our behalf since you 
took over the highest office of your great country. I am also very 
heartened by your decision last week to seek more supplemental military 
assistance for the Republic of Vietnam. 

I hope that you will be successful in convincing the United States Congress 
and the American people that the cutbacks and restrictions in aid to the 
Republic of Vietnam could undermine its very survival and eventually 
make a mockery of the commitment of the Unite:d States to the defense 
of peace in Vietnam. 

I trust that you and the Secretary of State will not spare any effort to 
preserve the Paris Agreement and to ensure that the countless sacrifices 
that our two nations have made will not be made in vain. 

Sincerely yours, 

Nguyen Van Thieu 

• 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: .{ GENERALSCOWCR~fT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

/ 
! 

/ 
/ 
f 

WILLIAM L. STEiiMANIJII­
y / 

President's Reply' /o Thieu 
/ j 

/ J 
/ sf 

" I j f 
At Tab A is a draft P:fesidential reply to Presi#lePt Thieu 1 s letter of 
January 25, 1975 (Ta~ B). The draft was providkd by State. Graham 
Martin and I made a j'ew minor changes. 

1 1 

Paul Theis has seen he draft response and ¢on~urs. 
' 

' ! 
RECOMMENDATIONl I 

l j 

That you authorize tr nsmis sion of the teVegra:in at Tab A. 
! '~ 

APPROVE 

&ECRE::I' GDS 
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.... IJRS -. SUBJECT: LETTER TO PRESIDENT THIEU 
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l. PLEASE DELIVER TO PRESIDENT TH!EU TEXT Of FOLLOWING 
LETTER ~~on PRESIDENT fORD.· ORIGINAL GEinG POUCHED· UE DO 
liOT !~T£ND TO t1AKE THE EXCHAI'JGE Of Lt:TTEns PUBLIC, BUT WE: 
l.:!OULI> !·1vT OBJECT TO DOir:G S.O IF PR£S!Dt:trr TI-IIEU DE:LIEVE:S 
1"1-iiS t!OU!..D BE U~EFU!..· IN THIS EVENT-.. iHE'~E SHOULD OE. 
COv~:J!IJhTE11- R~LtA~E: IN 801'H UA£Hli~GTON AND $AI.GON. 

2. BEGli·l TEXT:· ... 

·. ·.·$ . 

YOUR THOUGHTFUL LETTER OF JANU~RV 25 COME~ AT A TIME WHEN. 
VI£t_3~.;i1 ·rs VCRY t1t!CH ON tW f1IND AND ON THE t~IN!>S Of mJ:V, 
~ '!'F;.::~ PEOPLE HERE Al-fD THROUGHOUT THE: l:iO!~LD.. I SHARE YOUR 
C•):-:CERf~ AOOUT NOf-~TH V!ET::·uAt·P ~ F A!LUf:C TO OGSERVE: Tli£ t10~T. 
f'U:·:~:.Z'!£NTAL PROVIS!O~!S or: TH£: P,\RIS ~Gr~EE:':t:t.:T Am> AOOUT THE 
HE!G~TENE» .LEVEL Of NORTH VIETNAMESE MILIT~RY PRES~URE. 
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O!·JCt: AG~!tl THE: :;oUTlt V!ET!:t.tiESE PEOPLE AND AtHiE:D fCRCES 
A~E EFFECTIVELY DEMON~TRATING THEIR DETERMINATION TO 
~ESIST HANOI'S ATTACKS, DESPITE THE EXISTING ~IMITATIONS 
ON An;;u:;!TivN .AflD OiHER SUPPLIES Ul'iH. WHICH YOU 1\RE fACED· 
I UAS PA~T!CULARLY IMPRESSED EY TfiE GALLANT PERFORMANCE 
0? Y~UR PO~CES AT THE ?HUOC LONG PROV!NCC CAPITAL AND AT 
8.!. Df:N t.OUi'fi ... iii!·. W!ERE Tm:.Y t~t:ru: OVERUH£L.f'lEli ONLY BY 
G~£AiLY SUPi:R!OR W.macr~S XNJX: Afrt:r: GEIUG CUT vrf fROM RE­
SUPPLY AND REINFORCEMENT• 

X)GG{X~~~X!KIKXl«Xlt-K IN SP!Tt: OF NORTH VIE'E}:AM'S . 

1. . . • . !' ., . . ··. . . 

. • I 

: 1 I I • 

£SCAi..i~7ING IULIT,\rZY A'i"Tl~CKS., \'OUR GOVERNIZ£t1T CONiifJUE$ TO PRESS FOR ... 
XX!X.XX~X :;;'!COI-miTI.ONAL REStm?T:tON or-~ TI·!C Nt:GCTIA ·r:cONS 
Ud!Ct-l TE~ COr.tiDrliSTS 8R01'::£ Off l.hST SU!'iiiEf~. EVDl 1·1-:oUGH 
YOUR SEVERAL OffERS TO REinSTITUTE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE All 
8~El'i RL!ECT~D "iiW~ FA~, THEY DEl'lOHSTRATE THAi Ii IS THE: 
Cor·n~u:;rsT S'!DE" -- tJOi 'i'H£ REPUGLIC Of VICEJ'lA£1 --. WHICH · 
J:~ PRvLor;GI:·~G TNt: t~M~· UE: CONTINUE Tv BCLIEVE: 'fHAT 
!i~:~u:n::~;T:.. n:o:~ OF TH£ PA!<IS: AGt{C(l1CUT., UiiH t!RECt N£G0-
7Ii\tlv:;~ 8£HJEEN THE V!ETNAi'i(SE PAR'f!E:S, J.S 1·11E QUICKESi" 
!'!liST APj:'~OF~!ATE, MH~ r10S1' t:fFECTIVE UAY T<> E:UD 'fHE . · . .. 
BL¢.JDS~i:D IN VIET-=tJAti ;~herefore,-.-strongly support your efforts to resume negotiations. 

~ ~ . .. . ~ 

-~~ "'~:;:'~ ~~~~~E!~!~:!---t .. ! ~~~-~ ... !H~~-T~_!~. ~~:r!~D .. ~~~!,~S1~2EU!-E : I 
r;,vv,:_;;;;... .;..v;.;1n ·.;.t.c...l .. :::J:.:Hi ~..l.tl1 inr::. lit:.J~,,~ IV .lJt.a t..;-ru ~~ J..r" • 
• ':7\ ' ";••'~"c-~!:· "'~'r, r.r:. r-tn::-1":), v•I'"',.~'G I c~~ •.t ·r" ~(r.J"~"£•vc· "'"HT~ co- ' 
..... _ - -·"' .\.w •• :J 'v ·'~ c."''"-l\. I t4..&..J<I .J.'•'• ".,) '· .......... .... ,, -~ t;.t I 
J~CT!V~· SPECIFICALLY, AS YOU KNOU, I HAVE JUS1 REQUEST- •. 
£:::> THE Co:~G~t:SS ·ro APPROP~It\TE f\N ADD!TIOi~AI. DOLS 300 f. 
~.,..,..,I ~'\) 1 "!"~. 1>1T'• T'l"l-t:'V ~-, ""•J-,•r r::--sc~f vrvAn "0"""~·~ h 1· 'd f 
:; ..:,..,._ .... \i ,; - :.; la~L- 4 1'\~\ r H.L .;.1 l n•.:O. 1 .!.. ".·- l l:.h t'\ A~.L\i.A'>A AA~ to e p prOVl e your , .. 
:•:•RCe:~ ·WITH : i"H£ M!MUNITIOH AND OTHE:R SUPPLIES l~F.:El>ED-- . : 
70 TtJRi·~ SACK ~ NORTH VIET.Ni'•t1£SE L~~·- attacks. .,r 
7HE PATH TO PEACE IS NEVER E~SV- IT.HAS BEEN EXTRA- . f 
O~)!i~Ai\ILY LONG !.-!·*D DIFFICULT I:·l V!r:19U..M·· BUT I REt1Aif~ ,. ': 
HOP2fUL !HAT IF UE PERSEVERE UE WILL YET REACH OUR OB­
~2CiiVC 0?' A FAIR PEACE, A LASiiNG PEACE:, ~~A PEACE 
:.::-:!CH !!~ CONSI~TCNT t:.II'i'H THE I:Jit.L Of Tm: SOUTH VIE:TNAl1ESE: .. 
?SC?LE. and which justifies the sacrifices of the Vietn~mes.e and American peoples. 

. . ..... 

GEfiAL!> FOR~ 
:·. I' 

Et~D 'i'E~T • YY 

... 
.; ; ., .. ·: .. ; . 

t • • • • . . . ' . • ... ·. .": ... • · .. 

SttrU:·T 
... - - . . . 

\. . . I ... •. • .. . ..... .. 
:. ·.,. .. ·. . . . .. -··. ----J 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. 

I appreciate our thoughtful letter of January 25. 
Vietnam is v y much on my mind, and I share 
your concern ver North Vietnam• s failure to 
observe the mo t fundamental provisions of the 
Paris Agreeme t and over the heightened level 
of North Vietna se military pressure. 

Once again the Sou h Vietnamese people and armed 
forces are effective y demonstrating their deter­
mination to resist H oi 1 s attacks, despite your ex­
isting limitations on unition and other supplies. 
I was particularly imp essed by the performance of 
your forces at the Phuo Long province capital and 
at Ba Den Mountain, wh e they were overwhelmed 
only by greatly superior hers after being cut off 
from resupply and reinfor 

Even though your offers to r ·nstitute negotiations 
have been rejected thus far, t ey clearly demonstrate 
that it is the Communist side - not the Republic of 
Vietnam -- which is prolonging e war. We continue 
to believe that implementation o :the Paris Agreement, 
with direct negotiations between t e Vietnamese parties, 
is the quickest, most appropriate, nd most effective 
way to end the bloodshed in Vietnam We strongly sup­
port your efforts to resume negotiati ns and, in the 
meantime, will make every effort top ovide the 
assistance that is so necessary to your truggle. 
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Rewrite .. 2/14/75 
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ACTION 817 

l appreciate ,.._ ~ letter el Janai'Y 25. 
Vletaam la ••IT IIUlCil oa lllJ' ~~Wad. aa4 1 .-.n 
y~ coacen ••• Nol'tll Vtetaam•a faltua to 
-.. .... the moat f...sam.at&l pl"oriai ... el tile 
Part• A1reemeat aa4 wer the lleitlateaed lnel 
.t ltfodh Vletaameae adUtal"J pnaau"e. 

Oue aaala tile ScMdll VlebaameH people &114 aftDelt 
lone• are effecti.el., 4emoaatrattJa1 their .._.,_ 
mleatioa to realat HaaoJ. '• attacka. deaplte yoer •· 
lftialllmitatioaa ea &mlllaaitloa ... ott.r nppliea. 
I wa• partt.c:.tarty lmpr••••d by tbe pel'fonnaace of 
you forc:ea at tJae Pllaoc Loai pl'O'riace capltal ud 
at Ba Dea Woaatala, wtaere tlley were OYenrhelme4 
oaty by anatly aaperloZ' aet'»bera after belaa cat elf 
&om l'enpply IUMI relafol'c:emeat. 

&..a .....,ll you offeH to niutltate aesotlattoaa 
lul.e baeD rejecte4 tJau far, they clearly demoaatnte 
tJaat lt l• tile Commut.t aWe ... - aot tile aepQU.c: of 
Vletaam -- .Well u pi'01081lq the war. 1fe coatta .. 
t. 'beUne that lmpl.-.Dtatloa of tlae Parte All"Hmut, 
wltl\ 4lrect -1otlatl- 1NitwHa the Vletaameae pal'tlea. 
lathe qwalc:keat. moet appi'Opliate. &ad ......t etfectlYe 
way to PCI the bloodahed Ia Vletaam.. We lltreJIIly a.ap­
port f'tNI" effort• to nome .. ,ettau-• aad. la the 
meaatlme. will make •••l"Y effort to proride the 
aaalataace daat la ao MCeuai'J' to you atn.ule. 

• 
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SZCB:Et ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR~ THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

SUBJECT: lleply to a Letter to You Frcm. 
Soutb Vietnameae Pruident Tbieta 

ScNth Vietu.meae Pre•tdent Nguyen Va11 Tbiea ba• written you (I'ab B) 
citing fda concel'11 over the recent atep-up in North VietD.ameae attacka. 
expre•aina thaDka for your peraonal effort• in aeeld.q aupplemeatal 
aid for South Vietnam and aakinJ that you take aU action neeeaaa.ry 
to preserve the Pari• Agreement. 

At Tab A la a draft reply from you to Preaident Thieu. Your reply 
thank• bim for hi• letter., ladic:atea that you abare hia cODceru over 
the recent eacalation of milttary activity. conveys your praiae for 
the aallant performance of SOuth Vietnam1 s military forcea. and 
states your intention to do everything within your mean• to provide 
South Vietnam with the aupplies Deceaaary to defend itself. 

Paw Theia baa aeea the draft reapoaae and collCllra. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you eign the draft reapGJUe at Tab A. 

SECRET 

BS:nm:2/ 14/75 

• 

DECLASSIFIED 
B:'O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Mt;" 11/24/98, State Dept. GuideJiiiCI 
By If , MARA, Dato )(3 1 cc> . 
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Depa.r:tment of State 
~~T NOU4~1 TELEGRAii 

'Ja 
0 II C G IN fl Cl U ~\ • • 0 ~ 

lNFO O~T·Ul ~~~1 R 

D~AfTED ~y TtXT R~CEIVEO FROM WHITE HOU~E 
Aflf)HOV EO b '( C:A: l..f, tt, M .U .. l.ER 
t t./ V N : H l1 W f_ N Z c l. 
SIS• wHL.Uf:.fH) 

0 2o2~~GZ r~B 7~ ZFF4 
FM 'ECSTATE WASHOC 

----~----·~·········· 

TO AM~MtlA~SY SAIGON IMMEDIATE 

TAGS: ~FOR, PINT, V5 

SUUJECT: LEJT~R TO PRESIOENT TH~Ey 

•-. . 

1. PLEA~E OtLIVtR TO PRf&ID~NT THIEU THE TfXT OF THE ~0~" 
LUHINti ~~TT~I~ F~UM PR~SIO~NT fOkU, -THE OHIGINAL 15 B~XNG 
:'uUCirltO • Wt. 00 NU'r UHENO TC NP.KE 'TI11:. f..X(.;HANGf': Of t..~.'f Tt:.H5 
f'Ui1L. I C, 

• • •· .·r 

OEAR MR. PM~SlOENTI 

Yl)IJ~ THC!UGHTFUL L~.i rE~-<5 OF JANUARY 24 ANO 2~ t:Ot~E AT P. Tit1E. 
HH~N V!~TNAM 15 YtRY MUCH ON MY MlNO ANO ON THt Hl~OS Of 
0 T He•l fJ t: OPt. f. HU\C:. ANI.) .niROUG~WU r HH:. WOK LO. I ~ti II R 1:. YOUR 
CUNC~~N .AJUuT NUWlH Vl~TNAM'S F'lLUHE TO UUtiE~Yt T~E MO~T 
fliNIJ ,\:•lLN 1' .~ l. PH 0 VI~ ro NS CJF HH~ P A~~ S AI,H 1:. F:.:I·IE::NT AND A 1:10\JT . 
t~~ MEIGHT~NEO LEVEL OF NURl~ YlSTNAHESt MlLITAkV P~~~CURt, 
I WISH 10 AS~UR~ YOU THAT THIS ~OYEANME~T ~ILL CONTlNUE-TO 

ScC~Ct . 
t(Pfl ~J/o o 

., 

• 

·, . 

! , . 



-

l . 

Department of State. TELEG~~-'-- • 
S6£f.IET - ~.w 

PH~~S fUH THE fULL IMPLEMENTATION Of TH13 ~GH~EMENT, 

ONCE AGAIN THt ~OUTH VI~TNAMESE PEOPLt ANU lRMED FDMC~a 
ARE EFFLCTIVtLY U~MUN~T~ATING THEIR U~TtkMlN~TIUN TU h~~lST 

I • 

HANOI'S ATtACK'• OtSP!TE Y0UH E~lSTING LIHllATIONS ON 
1\M~WNI r~UN AND UTI1t.H 5U,.,Pl,.If:.S, l nA3 1-'M<TlCUL\HL.'T l11PHE::~St:.0 
~y THt PERFUHMANCt OF YOUH FOHCtS AT lH~ PHUUt LO~G PNO• 
VlNCE CA~lTAL ANU AT ~A O~N MO~NTAIN, WH~HE TH~y WEHE OVER• 

. '~HELM C. 0 ll ;·41.. \' t3 Y G IH:. A .TL. Y SUP f. H I 0 R N U M 0 1:. H S AFT E A e e 1 N (; C U T 
UFF FROM R~~UPP~Y ANO HElNFORC~MENT. 

EVEN THOUGH YOUR OFFERS Tb REIN~TlTUTt NEGOTIATroNS HAVt 
BEEN HiJECTLU THU~ fAH, THtY ~L~AkL~ tiEMUNHiHAT~ THAT IT 
IS THE CUNMUHIST SIUt •• NOT TH~ HEPU~~lC Of VI~~AM ~-· 
WHICH I~ ~~ULUNGING THE WAR, H~ tONTlNUE TO UELUV~ THAT 
lMPLEMENTATlON Of TH~ PARIS AGHtEMENT, WITH OIRtC~ NEGOTlA• 

.. T I 0 i1 S ~ i:. I i·; ~ t N T H t::: V J. t::: TN A11 t: S 1.:. P A riT H: S , IS i H£:. (j U 1 C K: tiT 
1 

. 

rt uS i' 1\ P 1-' ti UP rl I AT t: , AN 0 t1 0 5 T f:. F 1-"f:: C T I V E Vi A Y T IJ END T H l B!.. 0 a 0 •· 
Sl-1t;U IN V .~ :: f tl4f·l. WI:. $ T~~ONGL Y SUPfl Ot-n' YUUR tFf· OkT ~ Hl p,t:; .. , 
SUM~ NL~OTIATIUNS ANO WlLL MAKE EVEHY EFFO~T 10 PHO'IDE 
TH~ A~Sl~Y~~C~ THAT. lS sq N~CtS~AHY TO YOUR STHuGGLt UNTIL 
p E.t\ c E 'c {j IH:: s I 

T~E PATH TO PtAC~ 18 NEVER ~ASY. IT HAS ~~~N EXTHAUr~ 
UIN~RILY LUN~ ANO DIFFICULt IN VI~TNAM, UUT I REMAIN HOPE• 
f IJ L T H A r I F Vi t:. P t:. ~ ~ l·. V t-. H t: \'4 ~ W l t. L Y E l k E A C 11 tJ U H U 8 J r. t; ~ l V l:. 
OF A FAIR PtACE, A LA5TlNG PEACt AN~ A P~ACt hHlCH XS CUN• 
SISTf:..Ni 1~1 HI TtH:. ~UL.I.. ·Of TH£:. SOUTH VIf.TNAt1~:;;~ .Pt.OPLl:. _. .. 
~USTIFYING TH~ SACHlflCES OF THt VIETNAMESE AND AMEHIC~ 
PEUPLES, . I 

I SINCERELY, .. } 

\ .. '. 

GE::RALO R, FORU 

END TEXT, Kl~SlHGER 

SUR-i-T 

• 

r-.•OT T() rF R~PRODUC'EO WfTHOUT THE AUTHORIZ.ATION Of THF EYFCUTIVE <;ECRE 

• 
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THE WHITE JIOt:SE 

\\:-\SIILSGTOS 

March 22, 1975 

Dear President Thieu: 

The current North Vietnamese offensive against your 
country ic profoundly disturbing and persor..ally anguishing. 
It is rny view that Hanoi! s attack represents nothing less 
than an C'.brogat:i.on by force of the Paris Agreement • 

• 
This turn of events bears the rnost severe consequences 
for both our nations. For you and your countryn1e;:1 it 
is a time of suprernt:: sacrifice which will deterrnine the 
very fate of your nation. I am confident that under your 
leadership the armed iorces and people of the Republic 
of ·Vietnarr.L v.'i-11 continue their tenacious defense against 
"""'-!- ----- -------!-- T -- --·--11 .. _ ---.1:::..:1- .. -L Lt ... ..-._-:- ... -­
.. .a..a.J.u ....... ...., • ., '-&5•"'""~-·-~~• .£. 4.4•a..a. ""':1."""-.-... ] .._.._,..,..o..4. __ """~"'"" .,..,..._.,.. b 6 • ......... ~ 

addi tiona! external support, you will prevail in your 
struggle for self-determination. 

As for the United States, the issue is no less critical. 
By its action, IIanoi is again seeking to undermine all 
that we have sought to achieve at enormous cost over the 
past t•:::n years. Concurrently, at stake is America's 
resolve to support a friend who is being attacked by heavily 
armed forces in total violation of a solemn internationc-.1 
agreement. 

I, fo::- my part, an1 determined that America shall stand 
firmly behind the Republic of Vietnam at this crucial hour. 
With a view to honoring the responsibilities of the United 
States in this situation, I am :following developments with 
tbe closest attention and am cons\llting on an urgent basis 
with my advisors on actions which the situation may require 
and the law permit. 

With regard to the provision of adequate military a~sistance 
to your artned forces, y01.1 can be sure that I shall bend 
every effort to m~et yo'.lr n1atcrial need'3 on the battlefielc. 

• 

... 1 
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In closing, I wish to repeat my continued high respect for 
your resolve and for the constancy and courage of your 
people • 

• 

His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieu 
President of the 

Republic of Vietnam 
Saigon 

• 

\. 
\~---'o/'. 
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NGUYEN VAN THIEU 
President of the Republic of Viet-Nam 

Saigon, March 25, 197 5 

Dear Mr. President, 

I wish to thank You for Your kind letter of March 22nd, 

1975. 

As I am writing to You, the military situation in South 

Viet-Nam is very grave and is growing worse by the hour. 

The serious disequilibrium in the balance of forces in favor 

of the North Vietnamese as well as their strategic advantages, 

accumulated over the past two years, have let to the present 

critical situation, especially in MRI and II, as you have already 

known. Heavy pressures are also being exerted on all the rest of 

our national territory, and Saigon itself is threatened. 

It has become evident that it would be extremely difficult 

for us to contain the advance of the Communist forces and to 

hold the line in order to push back the invaders. 

Hanoi's intention to use the Paris Agreement for a 

military take over of South Viet-Nam was well known to us at 

His Excellency Gerald D. Ford 
President of the United States of America 

Washington, D. C. , USA 

• 
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the very time of negotiating the Paris Agreement. You may 

recall that we signed it, not because we credulously believed 

in the enemy's goodwill, but because we were certain of the 

common resolution of our two governments to make the 

Agreement work. 

As evidence of that resolution, firm pledges were 

then given to us that the United States will retaliate swiftly 

and vigorously to any violation of the Agreement by the 

enemy and will provide the Republic of Viet-Nam with adequate 

military and economic assistance. 

We consider those pledges the most important guarantees 

of the Paris Agreement; those pledges have now become the 

most crucial ones to our survival. 

Mr. President, 

At this critical hour when the fate of the free South 

Viet-Nam is at stake and when the horror of the enemy's 

offensive is descending upon the entire population of South 

Viet-Nam, I earnestly request that you take two following 

necessary actions : 

- To immediately order a brief but intensive B-52 

air strike against enemy's concentration of forces and logistic 

bases within South Viet-Nam, with intensity comparable to 

what was done in the most critical hour of 1972, and 

- To urgently provide us with necessary means to 

contain and repel the offensive . 

• 
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Only with these two actions can we stop North Viet-Nam 

from conquering South Viet-Nam by force in defiance of the Paris 

Agreement; only with these two actions can we prevent them from 

confronting us with an irreparable situation and a fait accompli. 

Mr. President, 

Once again, I wish to appeal to You, to the credibility 

of American foreign policy, and especially, to the Conscience of 

America. 

I am heartened that upon assuming the Presidency, You 

were prompt to renew to us the assurance of the continuity of 

American foreign policy and the validity of its existing commitments. 

I am gratified for Your determination to honor these commitments 

in full in Your administration. As You so rightly noted, these 

assurances are particularly relevant to the Republic of Viet-Nam. 

Generations of South Vietnamese who will be living free 

from the horror of North Viet-Nam's domination will be indebted 

to Your prompt actions, and to the steadfastness of the great 

people of America. 

Sincerely, 

• 



EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

SAIGON 

To: General Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs 

Enclosed is original signed copy of 
President Thieu's letter to President Ford 
the text of which was transmitted to 
you by Martin Channel. 

DECLASSI FlED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4. 

avne a:r. M n-~~ .~ , 
By \4Sl#- ,NARA, Date -.~'/~'J.'I.:.~./q.:.JJ~--

Date: March27.1975 

• 



W. J. Lehmann, Charge• d'Affaires ad interim 
American Embassy 

Saigon, Republic of Viet-Nam 

• 

VIA AIR POUCH B-E 0 R f""T 

EYES ONLY 
{,i: .-.: 

tt. General Brentt Seowcreft . I' 
Deputy Assistant tt~d:he Prssllent 
for Na tiona! SecUrity Affairs 

The White House 
W&shington, D. C. 

I 

'\. 
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TIIE WHITE HOUSE 

WASJII:-.;GTO~ 

March 25, 1975 

Dear Mr. President: 

,. 
I 

I am very much aware of the difficult times you are 
now experiencing. I have asked Ambassador Martin 
to conv:ey to you my admiration for your determina­
tion, your resolution and courage. I am convinced 
that in the end the South Vietnamese people, under 
your leadership, will be successful in their fight to 
pTeserve their independence and free institutions. 

I very much regret that events over the last twelve 
months -- events which: neither of us could complete­
ly control -- resulted in a diminution of the American 
materia!" support. which your g.c;>ve;nment had fully ex­
pected to receive. While I deeply regret the conse­
quent military redeployments you felt compelled to 
take, I fully understand the reasons for these actions 
to reduce extended 'lines of communication and re­
supply and permit a_more effective concentration of 
your military forces to defend the vital areas. 

The essential problem now is to determine with pre­
cision· the actions we both may take to present the 
best prospects for the future. Although you may have 
received a rather gloomy assessment of American 
public and Congressional attitudes on the prospeCts 
for adequate amounts of econon"lic and military aid, 
I think the situation has now changed considerably. 
Your n"lilitary redeployments portrayed the actual re­
alities of the current situation in Vietnanl far more 
graphically than words. Consequently, there is a 

• 
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grovr..ng awareness in this country of your urgent need 
for additional aid in adequate amounts. 

You may rest assured that we will make every ef!ort 
to secure from the Congress adequate amounts of 
aid for South Vietnam. We fully realize that this 
must be done promptly. 

To insure that I am fully and completely informed and 
that our military aid requests are specifically designed 
to meet your actual current needs, I am asking your 
old friend, General Fred Weyand, to accompany Am­
bassador Martin on his return to Saigon. I am certain 
that you will review the current situation with him with 
complete candor and inform him fully on those items 
you and your military advisors believe to be the most 
crucial at this time. 

I am also aware that some members of your staff have 
speculated from time to time that American interests 
elsewhere have l~ssened the interest of the United 
States in Vietnam. Ambassador Martin inform.s me 
that you understand this could not possibly be true 
since the way we discharge our commitment to the 
Republic of Vietnam inevitably affects the credibility 
of American interests everywhere. Therefore, our 
firm intention remains to help insure the Republic of 
Vietnam's economic viability and.its capability to 
defend its own freedom and institutions. 

Achievement of these aims will require maximum 
efforts on both sides. It also requires that we remain 
in close and intimate communication. I have instructed 
Ambassador Martin to forward directly for I!l-Y attention 
any communications which you think necessary. 

Our peoples have both surmounted even more difficult 
times in the past. You and your people may be assured 

• 
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of my continued finn support and of my resolve to 
do everything I can to help the Republic of Vietnam. 
Once again, I am confident that our joint endeavors 
will be successful • 

With my '\varmest personal good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Nguyen Van Thieu 
President of the Republic 

of Vietnam 
Saigon 

• 




