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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1975

Your Holiness: -

Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge has conveyed to me your
concern for the Vietnamese refugees. I fully share this
concern and assure you that our efforts continue to assist
those displaced by the recent tragic events in Vietnam.

Since the time of your message, the United States has
evacuated nearly 60, 000 refugees from threatened areas
of Vietnam. I have also appealed to other nations, as
well as various international organizations, to assist in
resettling and rehabilitating these unfortunate people. We
hope that a number of countries will participate in this

effort.

In this regard, it would be most helpful if you would con-
sider issuing a general appeal calling on nations throughout
the world to join in helping these refugees to start a new
life. I believe that such an appeal by you would contribute
most importantly to the goal we share of alleviating the
immense suffering inflicted on these people.

Sincerely,

MW"@ & 074

His Holiness
Pope Paul VI = -~
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 6, 1975

Your Holikgess:

Ambassador\Henry Cabot Lodge has coffveyed to me your
concern for the Vietnamese refugees./ I fully share this
concern and asyure you that our effofts continue to assist
those displaced By the recent tragi¢f events in Vietnam.

Since the time of ydur message, /the United States has
evacuated nearly 60)\000 refugefs from threatened

areas of Vietnam. I Nave als¢ appealed to other nations,
as well as various intetnatiofial organizations, to assist
in resettling and rehabiltatfng these unfortunate people.
We hope that a number of fountries will participate in
this effort.

In this regard, it would be m\ost helpful if you would
consider issuing a geperal apReal calling on nations
throughout the world/to join inYielping these refugees to
start a new life. I pelieve that §uch an appeal by you would
contribute most infportantly to the goal we share of
alleviating the i ense suffering\{nflicted on these people.

Sincerely, ¢

/4

His Hpfliness
Pop¢ Paul VI
Vatican City, Italy TR TN
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NSC/S:
Pope's letter had to be resigned
because of error in address.
Pls send the new letter to S/S
for dispatch and file the other that

was signed in Central Files/

Carole



. | ) CLASETL

e {,
K - ' ' ‘ . : ' : V¢
ML REFERPAL TO STATE SCCRETARTAT ‘Date: May 6, 1975
MEMORANDUX TFOR: ' GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN © NSC LOG#_7502038 .
, : . EXFCUTIVE SECRETARY [
. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
) ¢909190
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION:
TO: Pope Paul VI
FROM:  President Ford
 DATE: May 6, 1975
SUBJECT: Vietnamese Refugees
ACTION REQUESTED:
DRAFT REPLY FOR: PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE
. WHITE HOUSE STAFF SIGNATU“
*T°°  OTHER
] DIRECT REPLY . - FURNISH INFO COPY

" RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS
____ TRANSLATION

_____ APPROPRIATE HANDLING
____INFORMATION

FOR ADDITIONAL PROCESSING AS INDICATED:

DUF,_DATE:

URGENT
ROUTTINE

COMMENTS:

/,/(J é ,(/ﬁ[e‘ —(4)
for J!ANN) J DAVIS
Staff Sccretary

———— et e r————— s =

Fa LISV A I I B tf AR QTR



NSC_REFERRAL TO. STATE_SCCRETARIAT

AL

3

[
k!

“Date: May 62975~

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MEMORANDUH FOR: GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN NS G# 7502038 )
EXFECUTIVE SECRETARY . |

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION:

TO: Pope Paul VI
FROM:  President Ford
"~ DATE: May 6, 1975

SUBJECT: Vietnamese Refugees

ACTION REQUESTED:

-

DRAFT REPLY FOR: PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE
"' .- WHITE HOUSE STAFF SIGNATURI
""" OTHER '

" DIRECT REPLY ' - FURNISH INFO COPY

. RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS
___ TRANSLATION

_____ APPROPRIATE HANDLING
____ INFORMATION

FOR ADDITIONAL PROCESSING AS INDICATED:

DUF._DATE:

URGENT
ROUTINE

COMMENTS ¢

Moty G Aonellits
for JEANNLAI. DAVIS
Staff -Sccretary

M ASSTETCATTON



THE WHITE IIOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 6, 1975

Your Holiness:

Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge has conveyed to me your
concern for the Vietnamese refugees. I fully share this
concern and assure you that our efforts continue to assist
those displaced by the recent tragic events in Vietnam,

Since the time of your message, the United States has
evacuated nearly 60, 000 refugees from threatened

areas of Vietnam. I have also appealed to other nations,
as well as various international organizations, to assist
in resettling and rehabilitating these unfortunate people.
We hope that a number of countries will participate in
this effort,

In this regard, it would be most helpful if you would
consider issuing a general appeal calling on nations
throughout the world to join in helping these refugees to
start a new life. I believe that such an appeal by you would
contribute most importantly to the goal we share of
alleviating the immense suffering inflicted on these people.

Sincerely, /

‘His Holiness _
Pope Paul VI
Vatican City, Italy



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE 2038

WASHINGTON
SECRET= ACTION
May 5, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Henry A, Kissinger f\
SUBJECT: Papal Message on the Vietnamese Refugee Situation
Pope Paul has sent a message to you (at Tab B) through Ambassador
Lodge expressing concern over the plight of the Vietnamese refugees
and requesting that every effort be made to assist the refugees.
At Tab A for your approval is a reply to Pope Paul which would express
your concern for the plight of the Vietnamese refugees, outline our
assistance efforts to date, indicate that we are working to enlist the
support of other nations in aiding these displaced people, and request
that he consider issuing a general appeal for assistance in resettling
and rehabilitating the refugees.
Your message has been coordinated with Paul Theis,
RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the megggge to Pope Paul at Tab A,

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

GDS

bt >f10foH

s
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Message From The Pope To The President

The condition of the refugees in Vietnam is approaching
catastrophy and if something is not done within 24 hours a catastrophy
is certain, There are 600, 000 refugees in Da Nang and their
evacuation is urgently necessary. I plead to you, Mr. President, to

make every effort to save these miserable people.

March 28, 1975



7506553
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

. <
Washington, D.C. 20520 . R 3%

April 2, 1975 -

v

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Papal Message to the President
on Vietnam

On March 28 Pope Paul VI sent a message to the
President expressing his concern with the Vietnamese
refugees in DaNang and pleading with the President
to make every effort to evacuate these people. The
Pope's verbal message was delivered to Ambassador
Henry Cabot Lodge, the President's Special Envoy
to the Vatican.

A suggested Pre51denE}§A reply 1s/;ttached

/ [/L/f I} ¢
Geq&g S gs een

Eyeéutlve cretary

/

Attachment: ]

Suggested reply.
Rome's 4635 (NODIS)

EONEFRENATAL-
GDS

by 3/10)04
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S{me Dept. Guidelines
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TAGS: Pipia V3. VT Wi
SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT T¢ THE POPE AAH S
FOR ILLING | : L Pl

| | - [ 1
1. TLLING REAUESTED TO DELIVER FOLLOWING PRESIDENTIAL R
MESSAGE TO THE VATICAN: ) S/S

2. BEGIN TEXT: YOUR HOLINESS: AMBASSADOR HENRY CABOT
LODGE CONVEYED TO IME YQUR GRAVE CONCERN FOR THE VIETHNAMESE
REFUGEES IN DA NANG. T FULLY SHARE YOUR DEEP CONCERN AND
ASSURE YOU THAT OUR EFFORTS CONTINUE TO ASSIST REFUGEES
THROUGHOUT VIETNAM.

AT THE TIME OF YOUR MESSAGE. I HAD ORDERED AN AIR AND SEA
EVACUATION OF DA NANG USING ALL RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO US.
I HAVE ALSO APPEALED TO OTHER MNATIONS. AS WELL AS TO UNITED
NATIONS SECRETARY GEWERAL WALDHEIM. TO ASSIST IN THIS
EFFORT. THE UNITED STATES WUILL CONTINUE TO MAKE EVERY
CONCEIVABLE EFFORT TO EVACUATE AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE
FROM THREATENED AREAS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. WE HAVE BEEN
GRATIFIED THAT A NUNBER OF COUNTRIES ARE PARTICIPATING IN
THIS EFFORT. :

IN THIS REGARDSs I APPEAL TO YOU TO ASK ALL PARTILS
CONCERNED I VIETNANH TO PERMLT THE SAFE EVACUATION OF



- FORN DS 322A{0CR} -~
CONFIDENTEAL— ‘ e e

e,

REFUGEES FROM ANY AREA WHERE IT IS NECESSARY. AN
ASSURANCE OF SAFE EVACUATION WILL HELP TO ALLEVIATE THE
HUMAN SUFFERING AND ASSIST IN TRANSPORTING THE REFUGEES
TO SAFE AREAS. SINCERELY- GERALD FORD. END TEXT. WY
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SUSJECTT  MeSSAGE FROM THE FOPE TO THe PRESIDENT

1. ARCHKBISHOP BEHELLI CALLED ME TCQ HIS OFFICE AT 2145 L0CA
TIKE TONIGHT TO GIVk ME THE FOLLOWING YERBAL MESSAGEL FruM lHC
POPE TOD FNESIDENT FURDS . : . .

2, BEGIN MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDEN T THE CORDITION OF Thc REF
GFES IR VIETHaM IS ArrﬂOALn;wu CATASTROPHY AND 1F SURETHING

Te wuny DaNE HITeLn 24 NHOURS A CTATASTRUSMY IS CEIHTAIN.  THERZ
ARE 8¢, 00¢ KEFUGHEES IN DANANG AND THEIR EVACUATIUN 315 URuanNTLY
IKECESSARY I PLEAD TG YUU,; MR. PSESIVENT, TU MAKL EVERY E£Fw
FGRT YO SAYE THESE MISERABLE PEUPLE, END OF NESSAG; 10 THE
FRESICENT ' ’

3., BeEnELLI P«Nﬂa IHUFDINTCLY AFTER lﬁE PUPE AND THE SECY CF
STATE AS HUMHER THRzE MAN AND Hi #AL UNUUESTIONABLY PeRSONALLY
INSTRUCTEU BY THE PUPE YO GIVE ME THE ABUVE MESSAGE FCR Dow
LIVERY 70 THE FHESIDENT.

g, 1 D¥EW ON OL PARTMENTIS 2169165 AND TOLD RIM %E TOU HAD
HIARD TraT THERE AFE olv,¢0w KEFUGEEZS IN DANAKG, 1 ASsSuked
RIv Teal TRk U,S. FULLY SHARED FOrFE'S CONCERN OVER THE "REFU=
CEES ALD wENDT EXPLCHIAS ON URGENT BASIS EVERY wWAY Cr ALLEYIw
ATING oI MUMAN SUFFEKING AND TRANSPUNTING THE KEFUGELS TO
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FQPE TO PHEbIDtNT FORD . : i‘

2, BEGIN MULSSAGE 7O THr PRESIDENT: THE COWDITION UF THE REFU=
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ARE 849,000 REFUGEES IN DANANG ANy THEIR EVACUATIUN IS URGENTLY i
NECE3SARY, I PLEAD TG YOU, MR, PRESIVENT, TO MAKE EVERY EFw Ea
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HEARD TRAT THERE ARE cWg,ctw REFUGEES IN DANANG, 1 ASSURED Ty
HIM THAT THt U.S. FULLY SnARED PCrEt'S CONCERN OVER THe "REFU~ i
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MEMO FOR BUD

Bud

Attached is the Birthday message to

Pope Paul VI which we have already cleared.
- ADC

9/23/76
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LHNIDIATE ROME

" FGR ANBASEADOR LODGE'S OFFICE

¢. Lyhb&a: N/A

SUBJECT: PRESIDEMTIAL MESSAGE TO POPE PAUL VI

QUOTE:  YOUR HoL

INESS: | ON BEHALF OF THC AMERICAN PEGR LE1
I HWIgH TG COVV Y HUARTFELT CONGRATULATIONS On THE OCCASION
CF YAUR SEVENTY-RINTH BIRTHDAY. YOUR UHFAILING EFFQRTS
N H"rth OF UORLD PEACE AND JUSTICE ARE Al IRSPIRATION
TO ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE LORLD. SINCERELY - GEQ\LD R. FCAD-
UHGUCTE. ‘ ’

2. UNHITE HOUSE DOES MoT PLAP TO RELEASE TCXT1 BUT HAS kO
CEJECTION TO RECIPIENT DOLNG SO. WY .

L. PLEASE TRANSHIT THE FOLLOUING MESSAGE TO POPE PAUL ON
SEPTEMZER 2h: T S A
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