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MEMORANDUM
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 1580X 'W‘

~CONFIDENEIAE/XGDS ACTION
March 16, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT

FROM: Mr., Clift /@é“'

SUBJECT: Presidential Message to Prime Minister Wilson

Prime Minister Wilson has sent a message (at Tab B) via the British
Embassy informing the President of his intention to resign. The

Prime Minister states how much he has valued his relationship with

the President during the past two years and expresses confidence that
the new Prime Minister will attach the highest importance to maintaining
the excellent state of relations between our two countries,

I believe it would be appropriate for the President to reply to the Prime
Minister message via the Cabinet Line, The memorandum for your
signature to the President at Tab I would forward the text of Wilson's
message together with a proposed reply for the President's approval.

As the Wilson message was also delivered to State, I would recommend
that you approve the NODIS memorandum for Jeanne Davis! signature

to State (Tab II), passing the text of the President's response for the
information of the Department, I would also recommend that you approve
the backchannel message to Ambassador Armstrong (Tab II) providing
her with the texts of Wilson's message and the President's response,

RECOMMENDATION

1. That you approve the text of the Cabinet Line message at Tab A
and sign the memorandum for the President at Tab I,

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

2. That you approve the memorandum for Jeanne Davis'! signature
to State at Tab IL

: DECLASSIFIED
~CONFIRENBEAT &
7XGDS E.O. 12958, SEC. 3.5

NSC MEMO, 11124/98, STATE DZPT. GUIDELINES
Bv_tj______  NARA, DATE.2./22 [0}
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3. That you approve the backchannel message to Anne Armstrong
at Tab IIL

APPROVE DISAPPROVE

-CONEIRLEMNFERE/XGDS
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
TO THE PRIME MINISTER
-CONFIDENEEATL,

VIA THE CABINET LINE

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was with the deepest personal regret ;chat I received your March 16
message informing me of your decision to resign as Prime Mi,nister.

From our first meeting in Washington nearly fourteen months ago,

I have highly valued our consultations and regarded the cooperation of
our two countries as fundamental to large r.efforts by the industrial
democracies to meet the economic, political and security challenges
we all face in common.

In each of our meetings during the past year, I believe that the -
interests of our countries and of our allies have been advanced. The
successful NATO summit in Brussels contributed significantly to
revitalization of the Alliance and to new steps improving our mutual security.
Our participation 'ir; the Helsinki conference not only contributed to a
more responsible relationship with the East but also demonstrated We stern’
.sol,idarity and commitment to the cause of human‘ rights. At Rambouillet
I believe our talks and the understandings reached contributed tq economic
recovery on both sides of the Atlantic. In each of these meetings, I have

admired your broad perspective and sound judgment and have valued your

advice. DECLASSIFIED
E.0. 12058, SEC. 3.5

NSC MEMO, 11124198, STATE DPT. GUIDELINES
BY_L_  NARA, DAT&},ZL(J?Z&‘/
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I look forward to working with your successor in building upon
the excellent relationship between our countries that you have done
so much to strengthen.

As you lay down the responsibilities of the office of Prime Minister
following your long and distinguished ser.vice both to the United Kingdom
and to the Atlantic Alliance, you should know that you have not only my
personail be st wishes for the future but my epemissms lasting friendship
as well.

Warm personal regards,

Gerald R. Ford
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DECLASSIFIED « E.O. 12988 SEC. 3.8
WITH PORTIONS EXEMPTED - L
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TO: ‘ ‘Embassy London, Ambassador Armstrong - Eyes _Oxily
FROM: Brent Scowcroft, The White House ‘W
SUBJECT: * Presidential Message to Prime Minister Wilson

1 ~ On March 16, Prime Min.ister. Wilson sent a message informing the
President of his decision to resign, For your in.forma;tion, Iam
repeating the texts of the Prime Mini;ter's message énd ti1e Préside_nt’s
response. | |

BEGIN TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER!'S MESSAGE:

Dear Mr., President,

. As you.will havé seen from the annou'nc'ement issued this

morning from 10 Doxﬁ%ing S'tr'eet, I have today confirmed to ’I'he

Queen my decisio;ﬁ. taken la.st\:D.ecen'iber-tc.) make way for a sﬁ;ces sor,
_and to resign as 'Prifne Mi,nist;ar as éqon as“the Pé.rliamenta.ry

party has complet:e'd the necessary. constitutional procedures for

electing a new leader,

I 51.1a11, of course,ﬂ reméin inA chéfge of the Government -
until a new 1eadevr of the party has been elected an& my successo'r‘

has been appointed, but I wanted now to tell you how much I

have valued our cooperation and friendship during the past two
years, and to assure you of my conviction that the British
Government, whoever my successor may be, will continue. to

attach the highest importance to maintaihing the excellent state
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of relations between our two countries, In receiving your new
Ambasgsador, whom we have been delighted to welcome to this
country, you were kind enough to say that our relations were as

good as they have ever been. I share this view, and am certain

- that a continuing close relationship between the United States and

the United Kingdom is of vital i‘mpor.tance,' not only to our two

countries, But also the future sécurity and well-;being of Europe -

and the iree world, | |
| With warm regards,
Harold Wilson

END TEXT OF PRIMEYI_. MINISTER’S. MESSAGE.

BEGIN TEXT OF PRESIDENT'S RESPONSE:

Deax Mr. Primk-z Ministc'r: - | .

1

It was with the deepest personal regret that' I received your March

message informing me of your decision to resign as Prime Minister,

From our first meeting in Washington nearly fourtecn months ago,

I have highly valued our consultations and rtgarded the cooperation of
our two countriés as fundamental to lai4gcr efforts by the industrial
democracics to meet the economic, political and security challenges

rwe all face in common.,.

16
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In each of our meetings during the past year, I believe that the
interests of our countrics and of our allies have been advanced. . The |
successful NATO summit in Brussels contributed significantly to

revitalization of the Alliance and to new steps improving our mutual security.

OQur participation in the Helsinki conference not only contributed to a

more responsible relationship with the East but also demonstrated Western
solidarity and commitment to the cause of buman rights. At Rambouillet
I believe our talks and the }mderstaﬁdings reached contributed to economic

recovery on both sides of the Atlantic, In each of thesec meetings, I have

admired your broad perspective and sound judgment and have valued your

advice. ) )

I look forward to working with your successor in building upon

the excellent rclationship between our countries that you have done

" so much to strengthen.

As you lay down the responsibilities of the office of Prime Ministér
following your long and distinguished service both to the United Kingdom
and to the Atlantic Alliance, you should know that you have not only my

personal best wishes for the future but my hepestoss lasting friendship

as well, l
Warm personal regards, e ¢ N,
RO "5
Gerald R, Ford Y
, A R
END OF PRESIDENT!S RESPONSE, - e

2. Warm regards, Brent.




MEMORANDUM THE PRESIBENT HAS OREN....

THE WHITE HOUSE 1580X

WASHINGTON

<~CONFIDENTFIAF/XGDS ACTION

March 16, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM; Brent Scowcroft @

SUBJECT: Message to Prime Minister Wilson
on His Resignation

Prime Minister Wilson has sent you the message at Tab B informing
you of his decision to resign as Prime Minister as soon as a
successor can be selected. He states that he will remain in charge
of the Government until a new leader has been appointed. Mr, Wilson
tells you how much he has valued your cooperation and friendship and
assures you that the British Government will continue to attach the
highest importance to maintaining the excellent state of relations be=
tween the United Kingdom and the United States,

Noting your comments through Ambassador Armstrong that our bilateral
relations are as good as they have ever been, the Prime Minister
expresses his certainty that the continuing close relationship between
the UK and the US is of vital importance to the future security and well=
being of Europe and the free world,

I believe a response to the Prime Minister's message is desirable, The
Cabinet Line message for your approval at Tab A would express regret
at the Prime Minister's decision and state that from his January, 1975
visit to Washington you have valued close consultations with him and
regarded cooperation with the UK as fundamental to efforts by the
industrial democracies to meet the challenges all face in common., &I
would state your view that each subsequent meeting with the Prime
Minister -~ at Brussels, Helsinki and Rambouillet == has advanced the
interests of the US and UK and of our allies. Your message to the Prime
Minister would indicate that you look forward to working closely with

his successor to build upon the close relationship established while he
was Prime Minister. I would assure the Prime Minister of your lasting
friendship and extend your personal best wishes,

“eony,
DECLASSIFIED ,fg"‘”
— CONEIDENTIA+FXGDS E.O. 12068, SEC. 3.5 ‘3
NSC MEMO, 11/24/98, STATE D:PT. GUIDELINES )

By tdy  nama DarE. 2(/a/ 0 G
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RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the Cabinet Line message to Prime Minister

at Tab A,
APPROVEJ%/ DISAPPROVE

~CONEIDENEEAL/XGDS
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

16 March 1976

The President
The White House

The British Prime Minister, Mr Harold Wilson, has asked
me to forward to you a personal message from him, which is
enclosed herewith.

BStng gulw\,,%

Pelf\ /&um f[ﬂ(
(P Ramsbotham) :
H M Ambassador
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TEXT OF MESSAGE

Dear Mr. President,

As you will have seen from the announcement issued this
morning from 10 Downing Street, I have today confirmed to The
Queen my decision taken last December to make way for a successor,
and to resign as Prime Minister as soon as the Parliamentary
party has completed the necessary constitutional procedures for
electing a new leader.

I shall, of course, remain in charge of the Government until
a new leader of the party has been elected and my successor has
been appointed, but I wanted now to tell you how much I have valued
our cooperation and friendship during the past two years, and to
assure you of my conviction that the British Government, whoever
my successor may be, will continue to attach the highest importance
to maintaining the excellent state of relations between our two
countries. In receiving your new Ambassador, whom we have been
- delighted to welcome to this country, you were kind enough to say
that our relations were as good as they have ever been. I share
this view, and am certain that a continuing close relationship
between the United States and the United Kingdom is of wvital
importance, not only to our two countries, but also the future
security and well-being of Europe and the free world.

With warm regards,

Harold Wilson

16 March 1976



’ BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

16 March 1976

The President
The White House

The British Prime Minister, Mr Harold Wilson, has asked
me to forward to you a personal message from him, which is

enclosed herewith.

St g 514§d4/\b17

[)G/LIZ\ Act.w\ < 5 u/zfa«h.\

(P Ramsbotham)
H M Ambassador
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TEXT OF MESSAGE

Dear Mr. President,

As you will have seen from the announcement issued this
morning from 10 Downing Street, I have today confirmed to The
Queen my decision taken last December. to make way for a successor,
and to resign as Prime Minister as soon as the Parliamentary
party-has completed the necessary constitutional procedures for
electing a new leader.

I shall, of course, remain in charge of the Government until
a new leader of the party has been elected and my successor has
been appointed, but I wanted now to tell you how much I have valued
our cooperation and friendship during the past two years, and to
assure you of my conviction that the British Government, whoever
my successor may be, will continue to attach the highest importance
to maintaining the excellent state of relations between our two
countries. 1In receiving your new Ambassador, whom we have been
delighted to welcome to this country, you were kind enough to say
that our relations were as good as they have ever been. I share
this view, and am certain that a continuing close relationship
between the United States and the United Kingdom is of vital
importance, not only to our two countries, but also the future
security and well-being of Europe and the free world.

With warm regards,

Harold Wilson

16 March 1976
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

1580X

CORNPIDENTALNODIS March 17, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR

George S. Springsteen
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Presidential Message to
Prime Minister Wilson

On March 16, Prime Minister Wilson sent a message informing
the President of his decision to resign, Copies of the Prime
Minister!s message and the President!s response are attached
for the information of the Department of State.

Je e W, Davis
Statff Secretary

Attachments

DECLASSIFIED
E.C. 12058, 8EC. 3.5

NSC MEMO, 11/24/98, STATE CPT, GUIDELINES
BY..  NARA, nArgz}aa?LM

—CONFIDENERAT/ NODIS



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

16 March 1976

The President
The White House

i N )
{> C e i”] y 1 An SAé@v{’

The British Prime Minister, Mr Harold Wilson, has asked
me to forward to you a personal message from him, which is

enclosed herewith.
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(P Ramsbotham)
H M Ambasgsador




. TEXT OF MESSAGE

Dear Mr. President,

As you will have seen from the announcement issued this
morning from 10 Downing Street, I have today confirmed to The
Queen my decision taken last December to make way for a successor,
and to resign as Prime Minister as soon as the Parliamentary
party has completed the necessary constitutional procedures for
electing a new leader.

I shall, of course, remain in charge of the Government until
a new leader of the party has been elected and my successor has
been appointed, but I wanted now to tell you how much I have valued
our cooperation and friendship during the past two years, and to
assure you of my conviction that the British Government, whoever
my successor may be, will continue to attach the highest importance
to maintaining the excellent state of relations between our two
countries. In receiving your new Ambassador, whom we have been
delighted to welcome to this country, you were kind enough to say
that our relations were as good as they have ever been. I share
this view, and am certain that a continuing close relationship
between the United States and the United Kingdom is of vital
importance, not only to our two countries, but also the future
security and well-being of Europe and the free world.

With warm regards,

Harold Wilson

>~

16 March 1976
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

TO THE PRIME MINISTER

VIA THE CABINET LINE

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was with the deepest personal regret that I received your March 16
message informing me of your decision to resign as Prime Minister.

From our first meeting in Washington nearly fourteen months ago,

I have highly valued our consultations and regarded the cooperation of
our two countries as fundamental to larger efforts by the industrial
democracies to meet the economic, political and security challenges
we all face in common,

In each of our meetings during the past year, I believe that the
interests of our countries and of our allies have been advanced. The
successful NATO summit in Brussels contributed significantly to
revitalization of the Alliance and to new steps improving our mutual security,
Our participation in the Helsinki conference not only contributed to a
more responsible relationship with the East but also demonstrated Western
solidarity and commitment to the cause of human rights. At Rambouillet
I believe our talks and the understandings reached contributed to economic
recovery on both sides of the Atlantic. In each of these meetings, I have

admired your broad perspective and sound judgment and have valued your .

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12058, SEC. 3.5

NSC MEMO, 11/24/98, STATE D\EPT. GUIDELINES
av_.bp,_____ . NARA, DATEJ,M,M/

advice.



I look forward to working with your successor in building upon
the excellent relationship between our countrJr.es that you have done
so much to strengthen,

As you lay down the responsibilities of the office of Prime Minister
following your long and distinguished service both to the United Kingdom
and to the Atlantic Alliance, you should know that you have not only my
personal best wishes for the future but my kepe=kesmsslasting friendship
as well,

Warm personal regards,

Gerald R. Ford





