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1g FO~LOWING MESSAGE ~ROM PRESQ FORD HAS B!EN DELJVER!D TO 
AMB, HEDDA FOR PRES. BOURGUIBAI QUOTE DEAR 
MR, PRESIDENT! I SINCERE~Y REGRET THAT YOU WlL~ B! UNABLE 
TO VISIT ME IN WASHINGTON THIS SPRINGg BUT t WANT TO 
ASSURE YOU OF MY FULL UNDERSTANDING OF THE REASONS WHXeH 
PROMPTED YOUR DECISION~ WHILE 1 GREATLY ~OOKED FORWARD 
Tu A PERSONAL MEETING WITH YOU AND THE B!N!FIT OF YOUR 
UlSE COUNSEL, I ALSO BELIEVE •• KN~WING THE BURDENS OF 
YOU~ OFFICE •• THAT YOUR PERSONAL HEA~TH IS OF THE 
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO THE GREAT TASKS WHieH YOU FACE IN 
SERVING THE TUNISIAN NATION, I AM REASSURED, AS MY 
PMEOECESSORS HAVE BEEN~ BY YOUR STRENGTH AND LEADERSHIP 
WHICH HAS MEANT SO MUCH TO THE WARM AND CLOSE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

2i I WANT TO REAFFIRM THE GREAT IMPORTANCE THE UNITED 
STATES ATTACHES TO THE CONTINUATION OF CLOSE TIES BETWEEN 

-CQtiFIII!tJTI At; 
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TUNISIA AND THE UNITED STATES WHICH HAVE BROUGHT US 
TOGETHER IN A COMMON SEARCH FOR PEACE AND PROGRESS IN 
TUNISIA~ IN YOUR REGION AND AROUND THE WORLD. l BELIEVE 
IT WOULD BE VERY USEFU L TO HAVE A HIGH•LEVEL EXCHANGE OF 

VIEWS. INASMUCH AS YOU ARE PRECLUDED FROM COMING TO 
WASHINGTON AT THIS TIME, I WOULD VERY MUCH WELCOME THE 
OPPORTUNITY OF A MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER NOU!RA, IF 
YOU BELIEVE THIS WOULD BE USEFUL AND APPROPRIATE. 

3. MRi PRESIDENT, MAV I EXTEND TO YOU MY VERY BEST 
PERSONAL WISHES AND APPRECIATION FOR THE ROLE WHICH YOU 
ARE PLAYING IN SUPPORT OF CONTINUED CLOSE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR NATIONS~ SINCERELY~ GERALD Rg FORD. UNQUOTE. 

4Q PLEASE INFORM GOT THAT DEPARTMENT HAS PROVIDED 
SlGNEO COPY OF LETTER TO AMBASSADOR HEDDA FOR TRANSMITTAL 
TO PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA. AMBASSADOR SEELYE MAY ALSO 
INFORM GOT THAT INVITATION TO NOUlRA IS FOR AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT ON MAY 1, TO INCLUDE A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT 
AND A SMALL WORKING DINNER AND THAT, IF PRESIDENT 
BOURGUIBA IS AGREEABLE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMA~ 
TlON OF THAT DATE ASAP~ 

e. FYI& DEPARTMENT HAS ALSO MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS 
ORALLY TO AMBASSADOR HEDDA ON THE ISSUE OF THE REQUEST 
FOR BOURGUIBA, JRol THE PRESIDENT FULLY UNDERSTANDS 
THE REASONS FOR THE CANCELLATION OF PRESIDENT BOURGUIBAOS 
STATE VISIT BUT HE IS DELIGHTED TO INVITE PRIME MINISTER 
NOUIRA FOR AN OFFICIAL VISIT IN WIS PLACEe BOTH 
THE PRESIDENT CS AND SECRETARY KISSINGERVS SC~EDULES 
ARE EXTREMELY HEAVY FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS, MAKING 
AN ADDEO MEETING WITH T~E PRESIDENT FOR BOURGUIBA, JR. 
VERY DIFFICULT SINCE THEY WOULD WANT TO RECEIVE HIM 
PHOPERLYe IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE PRESIDENT BOURGUIBAVS 
OWN VIEWS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF A MEETING WITH BOURGUIBA, 
JR. AT THIS TIMEi IN ~IGHT OF THE PRESIOENTVS INVITATION 
TO PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA. END FVI. 

6a WE ASSUME THAT AMBASSADOR SEELYE WILL BE ASKED 
ABOUT THE REQUEST FOR A PRESIOENTIA~ MEETING WITH 

eoNrtO!!ttTI·~ 
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BOU~GUIBA, JR~ UNTIL YOU RECEIVE FURTH!~ INSTRUCTIONS, 
YOU SHOULD REPLY THAT YOU UNOER~TAND THAT THE DEPART~ 
MENT IS DISCUSSING THE MATTER WITH AMBASSADOR HEDDA. ING!RSDLL 

-eeUF! Bi.IT IAI 
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REF' l TUNIS 0140 

FOLLG~IN~ IS INFORMAL EMOASY TRANSLATIO~ ~F ~E7TfR ilY 
PRF~!OfNT BGURGUltiA TO PRE5IOENT fOR l~ANS~XlTED NEFTE~; 

I HAVE STUDIED ~ITH KEEN INTEREST THE L~TT~R ~HICH YOU WERE 
KI~O ENQ~GH fO S~H~ ME TNFOAMlNG ME OF YOUR VlE~S RE3ARCING 
THE ANG~LA pROSLFMa 

AS you l<l'.:Oi*1 TU~JI~XA Hl~fl AI..WAY5 ·sUPPORT~·n T~f~ PE!'ifoll.f: OF ~.NGOl.A 
!N YHE F!G~T ~HICH IT WAGED TO LibERATE IT6tLF fPOM 
PC~ T\Jt;Ui SE C0LONIAt ISM IN THE HOPI:. T Ht\r I r WOULD O.f. lf.R~liNE 
ITS FuTURE I~ A DEMOCHAT!C ANO SnVEkEtGH ~AY O~C! ITS 
INDEPENDENCE ~AS ACQUIREo, 

! HAV~ PEh5QNAL~V,COME TO TH~ CONLUS!UN THAY EACH OF THE 
TH~~t:E ~JATI0i0 . .\., l..!~EiH.TtON .M(!Vf.l'lcNT8 Of ·p.N~OL,A HAS !i,iDIS• 
PUTA(~L~ I!IQFUL,:.R 5\,lr.'fli)P.T /.NO TH!\T iHf~Y 5i-10\JL1,) 11 TNEiH~FuRE, 
'~L THREE B~ ASSOCIATED IN TKE CONSTRUrTlD~ OF TH~ NE~ ST~TE~ 
THE9FoRE, I H~VE HADE EVERY POSSIBLE EFfORT TO ~~LP I~ THE · 
CREATlO~ OF A FAVORAaLE CLIM4TE FOR Dii~OGUE A~U RECONCtLI~T!ON~ 

DI3CLASSJFIB) 
ItO. 12958, Sec. 3.~ 

~~~State Dept. OuidcliDII 1stl~vie..rqj17 ; 63 
., · , NAU, Date ( y!Q.I rl( I . 
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~~r: -·~~~~~----~0_e~1_4~1 __ 1~0_0~0_3s_z_. ____________ ~----------~------~ 
~~ AL50,·t HAVE ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS EXPRtSSEO TUNISIA'S. 

. ·, : . .. 

OESIRE TO ~EE THE E~D OF FOREIGN .INT~RVENTION IN ANGOLAN 
AFFA!HS, JUDGING THAT IF IT IS THf DUTY OF EVERY FREEDOM~ · 
LOVING ~ATION TO GIVE AID TO PEOPLES·C4STI~G OFF THE YOKE · 
OF COLONlALlSM, NO COUNTRY HAS THE RIGHT TO INTERVENE· IN ~ · 
THE OUM~STIC AFFAIRS OJ·ANOTHER ANO TO IMPOSE ON A~ ENTtR~ 
PEOPLE ANY OF ITS FACTIOks. . 

THIS IS WHY TUNISIA HAS DECIDED TO OPPOSE ~LL FQRE~GN 
INTERVENTION IN ~NGO~A, IN AFFIARS WHICH CO~CERN T~E 
~XCLU~t~E SQV~R~IGNTY OF THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE, . /. . 

- . . . I 

I AM ESPECIA~LV FIRMLY OPPOSED ~0 THE tNTERVENTl~~ 6Y THE . 
SOllTH .AFRICAN RE:PUBl..tC AND REJECT THE 4RGUMt::NTS IT ADVANCES 
TO JUSTIFY ITS PRESENCE IN ANGOLA, ANO PARTICULAR~Y, THE 
FALAtxous PRETEXT OF "HOT PaRSUIT".~ 1 

! •M OF Tf OPINON T~AT T"E CONTlNU4TI9N OP THIS P~ESENCE IS 
SUC" AS To 8Rl~G THE MOST SERIOS HARM TO THEt~TERSTS UF THE 
FNLA ANO LIUNITA, BY MAKING THESE TWO MOVE~ENTS APPE~R TO 
BE DE FACTO ALLIES OF THE APARTHEXO RfGlMe. 

FOR THIS REASON, I BELIEVE THAT 'THE UNITED STAT!S' OF A~EPICA 
SHOULD A!M AT PERSUADING THE SOUTH AF~ICA~ ~EPUdLIC TO ~ITHORAW 
F R0r1 ANuOL.AI't TEI~Rl TORY, SOMETHING WHICH WOUI.O NOT' fAil.. TO 
INCITE THE OTHER FORElGN fORCES T~ 00 THE SAME OR, AT THE VERy 
LE4ST, TO SUAJOCT THEM TO THE DISAPPROVAL OF THE AFRICAN 
PEOFL.ES AND OTI~ER BY PEPRtVING THEM OF A MAJOR JUSTIFICATION, 

I SH~RE YOUR CONVICTION THAT GREAT POWE~ RtVALRifS SHOULD aE 
EXCLDDEO FROM AFRICA BUT I REM~IN CONVI~CEO THAT TO OdfAIN 
A PROMPT HITHURAWAL OF THE PRO•SOVIET FORCES IN ANGOLA, THE 
UN!TEO STATES OF AMERICA SHOULD PUT SERIOUS PRESSURtS ON THE 
SOVIET UNION, 

\ 

SUCH A DEMARCHE ~· ACCOMPANIED BY ACTION IN R£GAR0 TO SOUTH 
AFRICA ·- WILL, ~IThOUT A DUU6T, HAVE CONSIDEHASLE REPER· 
CUSSIU~S ON TH~ ENTIRE CnNTINENT AND A ~EclSIVE EFFErT ON THE 
POLITICaL EQUILIBRIUM IN TH~ MEDITERRkN~-N A~D I~ TrlE 
WOR~O BECAUSE IT HILL DEMONSTRATE THE OETERMIN~tiO~ OF THE 
UNITED STATES TO OPPOsE ALL ATTEMPTS BY THE SOVIETS TO EXTEND 

&ee~. 
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THEIR INFLUENCE "OUTSID~ T~~IH TRADITIONAL SECUR!TV ARe~.u 

TUNISIA !S CONTINUING XTS EFFORTS FOR A RECUNCILAXATION 
AMONG THE THR~I:: I.. I Bl:qATlON MOVEMENTS. HI OHIJER . TO ACHIE v~>·A 
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAl. UMITY WHICH COULD PEH~If TH~ COU~TRY.:· 
TO UNOE\'(TAKE MEASURES TO ALl..O~·; HH~ ANGOLAN PEOPL.E To· EXPRESS .... •. · 
ITS VIEWS ON TME R!GIM! ANO THE LEADERS Of ·ITS CHUI,E, . 

T HI S , t N · I T S. 6 R 0 ~ 0 L. I M ~ S , I S T H t P 0 S t T I 0 N \4 ti I C H TUN, I $ I A · . 

I 
; ' 

' 
! 

. J. · . 
. ;;_· 
. I 

. 1. 

-:! ·-: .. 
. . .' l .. WILt. STRIVE TO SEE PREVAil. ·AT AOOIS ABABI\ON TH.E OCCASION . 

OF THE FORTHCOMIN-G SUMMXT fo'EETING OF THE. tlRGANIZbtl'IUN Or ...... · .... ·. : •. : _:·;· ·', 
AFRICAN ·UNITV, SAL.UTARV CL~SE, S!GNcO HABIB BOURGni~A~ · ".I 

KING ~ 
.. ~ . 

. ·.r. . (" ... ~... . 

.; . ~- . 
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THERE FOLLOWS FRENCH ORI~INAL OF PRESl"ENT 60URGtUSA'~ . 
' R~P~V TQ P~f9!0ENT FOROIS LETTER ON AhGDL~" lhFORMAL TRAN&
L~TION ANO ORAL COMMENTS OF PRESIOENTI~~ AIUE O~LIYSRlNG 
LETTER CONT~l~eD NEXT TWO TELS& . i . 
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CiEST PQUR~UOI ~A TUNISIE EST OECIOEE A StOPPOSER ~ TOUTE . 
IMHIXTION ETRANGERE EN ANGOLA, OANS DES AFFAIRE~ GUt RELEVENT. 
OE .~~ SOUVERAINETE EXCLUSIVE OU PEUPL~ ANGOLIAS. . . 

JE GUlS ~N PAHTICULIER FER"fMENT OPPOS~ A LtiNT[~VENTtON OE 
LA REPUO~IOUE SUO ~FRICAIN!, ET REJETTE ~ES ARGUMENTS GU'~LLE 
AVAt-~CE POUR JUST!F I ER SA PRESENC~ EN· ANGOL.4 · E-T .NOTAtctMENT L.E 
PRETEXTE "fA~~ACIEUX cu "DROIT 0~ SUITE"• I 

;. 

J•EsTIHE QUE LE MA!NTIEN OE ~ETTE PRESENCE EST .oE NATUR~ ~ 
PO~T~~ LE PLUS GRAVE PREJUDICE AUX INTER~TS A PD~TER LE~P~US 
G~~~~ PREJU~lCE AUX INTf~eTS OU F,L,N.A~ ET Ot L1UaN.I,T.At 
EN PRESENTLNT CES DEUX MOUVEMENTS CUMME·LES ALLIES nE FAIT 
OU REGIME DE L' APARTHEID. 

·. POUR CETTE RAISON, JE CONSlOERE QUE L'~CTION OES ETATS·~NlS 
0'AM~~!QUE OEVRAIT TENORE A A~ENER LA REPUS~IQUE SUG AF~1CAINE 
A SE RETIRER OU TERRITOIR~ A~GOLAIS, CE GUI NE MANQUERA:PAS :. 
D•INCITER LES AUTRES FORCES ETRANGEHES A EN FAIRE ~UTANT, OQ, · 
A TOUT LE MOINS, 0~ LES OE5tGNER A LA DESAPPROBATtON 
DES PEUPLES ~FRICAINS ET AUTRES EN LES PRIVANT O'UNE JUST!F• 
ICATION t4AJE!URE, . 

. 
ls P~RTAGE VOTRE tOVIcTlON QUE LES RIViLITE8 OES GRANOES 
PUISSANCES OEYRAIENT ETRE'EXCLUES DE LiAFRIQU~, ~AINS 
DE11EllrtE PE:R5UA0t.:: CWC;:, POUR O~iENIR UN RETRAIT RAPIOE OES 
OQRces P~OSOVIETtQUES EN ANGOLA, ~ES ETATS~UNIS DEVRAIENT 
EXERcER UNE PRESSION SER!~USE SUR LIUNlON SOVIETIOUE. 

. . 

UNE TELLE DEMARCHE, COUeLEE OtUNE iCTION, SUR L'~FRIQUE OU 
8it;~£T - ··;, .. 
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·TELL~ EST,·OA~S SES GRANOES LIGNES, LA POSITION QUE LA · 
TUN19I~ ESSA!eRA DE FAtRE VALOIR A AOOIS•A8DBA, A LIOCCA~ION. 
OE L~ PROCHAINE CONFERENCE AU SONMET DE LtORGANISATION 0! 
L'UNITE AfRICAINEa 

VEUILL.EZ AGREE::R, MONSIEUR t.:E PRESIDENT, LtASSURANCE DC: KA 
TRE5 HAUTE CONSIDERATION~ 

HABia 80UHGUl!J~ 

.. . 

. . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, O,C, 20520 

January 29, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Tunisian President Bourguiba's Reply to 
President Ford's Letter on Angola 

Attached is the original of President Bourguiba's 
January 9 letter to President Ford in response to 
President Ford's January 3 letter to President Bourguiba 
regarding Angola. 

Both the French text and the informal English 
translations were submitted by the American Embassy 
in Tunis by cable on January 9, (Tunis telegrams 
00140 and 00141 respectively) . 

No response is required. 

l~g~S.~ ~Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 

Original January 9 letter to President Ford 

DBCLASSIPlED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

StMe Dept. Gtli de linea / 
By ~~ , MAli, Dale .3/11 ° ~ 

~/NOD IS 
XGDS-1 
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REPUBL~QUE TUNISIENNE 

Carthage, le 9 Janvier I976 

Honsieur le President, 

J'ai pris connaissance avec un vif interAt 

de la lettre que vous avez bien voulu m'adresser pour me 

faire part de vos vues concernant le probleme angolais. 

Comme vous le savez, la Tunisie a toujours 

apporte son aide au peuple angolais dans la lutte qu'il 

a menee pour se liberer du colonialisme portugais en 

souhaitant qu'il se prononce, souverainement et democra-

tiquement, sur son avenir, une fois son independance 

acquise. 

J'ai, personnellement, abouti a la conclusion 

que chacun des trois mouvements de liberation angolais, 

dispose d'assises populaires indiscutables et qu'ils 

doivent done Atre tous trois associes dans la construction 

du nouvel Etat. Aussi, ai-je deploye tous les efforts 

possibles pour aider a l'instauration d'un climat favorable 

au dialogue et a la reconciliation. 

Par ailleurs, j'ai exprime a maintes 

reprises le desir de la Tunisie de voir cesser les 

interventions etrangeres dans les affaires angolaises 
"-

·. ~Stimant que, s I il est du devoir de tout Etat epris de 

... I . .. 

• 
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liberte d'aider les peuples a se defaire du joug colonial, 

aucun pays, par contre, n'a le droit d'intervenir dans 

les affaires interieures d'un autre et d'imposer l'une 

de ses factions a tout un peuple. 

C'est pourquoi la Tunisie est decidee a 

s'opposer a toute immixtion etrangere en Angola, dans des 

affaires qui relevent de la souverainete exclusive du 

peuple angolais. 

Je suis en particulier fermement oppose a 

!'intervention de la Republique Sud Africaine, et rejette 

les arguments qu'elle avance pour justifier sa presence 

en Angola et notamment le pretexte fallacieux du "droit 

de suite". 

J'estime que le maintien de cette presence 

est de nature a porter le plus grave prejudice aux 

interets du F.L.N.A et de l'U.N.I.T.A , en presentant ces 

deux mouvements comme les allies de fait du regime de 

1' apartheid. 

Pour cette raison, je considere que !'action 

des Etats-Unis d'Amerique devrait tendre a amener la 

Republique Sud Africaine a se retirer du territoire 

angolais, ce qui ne manquera pas d'inciter les autres 

forces etrangeres a en faire autant, ou, a tout le moins, 

de les designer a la desapprobation des peuples africains 

et autres en les privant d'une justification majeure . 

. . . I . .. 
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Son Excellence 

Je partage votre conviction que les 

rivalites des grandes puissances devraient etre exclues 

de !'Afrique, mais demeure persuade que, pour obtenir 

un retrait rapide des forces prosovietiquesen Angola, 

les Etats-Unis devraient exercer une pression serieuse sur 

l'Union Sovietique. 

Une telle demarche, doublee d'une action 

sur !'Afrique du Sud, aura, a n'en pas douter, des 

repercussions considerables sur !'ensemble du continent 

et des effets determinants sur l'equilibre politique en 

Mediterranee et dans le monde, dans la mesure ou elle 

demontrera la determination des Etats-Unis a s'opposer a 

toute tentative des Sovietiques d'etendre leur influence 

"en dehors de leur zone traditionnelle de securite". 

La Tunisie continue ses efforts pour une 

reconciliation entre les trois mouvements de liberation 

en vue de la formation d'un Gouvernement d'union nationale 

qui pourrait engager le pays dans un processus permettant 

au peuple angolais de se prononcer sur le regime et les 

hommes de son choix. 

Telle est, dans ses grandes !ignes, la 

position que la Tunisie essaiera de faire valoir a 

Addis-Abeba, a !'occasion de la prochaine conference 

au sommet de !'Organisation de !'Unite Africaine. 

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur le President, 

!'assurance de rna tres haute consideration. 

! 

Monsieur Gerald R. FORD 

President des Etats Unis 

d'Amerique 

) Habib BOURGUIBA 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 18, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is with great pleasure that I extend to you and to 
your fellow citizens my warmest congratulations on 
the historic occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the 
independence of the Republic of Tunisia. 

This is a very special time for you and your people. 
In recognition of the deep admiration we have for you 
and your country, and in the spirit of close friendship 
our countries have enjoyed for two decades, I have 
asked Vice President Rockefeller to represent the 
United States of America at your celebration. 

Throughout the twenty years of your independence, 
the United States and Tunisia have enjoyed warm 
and constructive relations based on mutual respect 
and on our. common belief in human dignity. This 
is a relationship in which the United States takes 
great pride. We are committed to maintaining and 
strengthening our ties in the future. 

Your wise leadership of Tunisia and its benefits to 
your people are recognized and applauded throughout 
the world. Tunisia, guided by moderation and 
realism, has served as a model for many other 
nations. We are gratified to have been able to play 
a role in the development of your successful economic 
and social programs. 



Mr. President, yuu have my deepest admiration 
· for the courage and vigor with which you have 
pursued the policies which have led your nation 
forward with success and confidence. I extend to 
you and to the people of Tunisia the warmest 
greetings of the American people on this special 
day. You may be assured of my continuing commit
ment to the closest possible relations between 
Tunisia and the United States. 

Warm personal regards, 

His Excellency 
Habib Bourguiba 
President of the Republic of Tunisia 
Tunis 
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Dear t.1r. President: 

It is \vi.th great pleasure that I extend to you and to 
your fellow citizens my warm.est congratulations on 
the historic occasion of the ZOth .Anniversary of the 
independence of the Republic of Tunisia. 

This h a very special time for you and your people. 
In recognition of the deep admiration we have for you 
and your country, and in the spirit of close friendship 
our countries hav(: enjoyed for two decades. I have 
asked Vice President Rockefeller to represent the 
United States of ..O.n"lR-rica al your celebration$ 

Throughottt the twenty years o£ your independence. 
the United States and Tunisia have enjoyed warm 
and constructive relations baaed on m.utual respect 
and on our common belief in human dignity. This 
is a relationship in which the United States takes 
great pride. We are committed to maintaining and 
strengthening our ties in the future. 

Your wise leadership of Tunisia a11d its benefits to 
your people are :recognized and applauded throughout 
the world. Tunisi:\, guided by moderation and 
realism, has served as a model for rr1any other 
nations. We nrc gratified to have been able to play 
a role in the development of your succesa£ul economic 
and social programs • 
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Mr. President. you have my deepest admiration 
for the courage and vigor with which you have 
pursued the policies which have led your nation 
forward with success and confidence. I extend to 
you and to the people of Tunhia the warmest 
greetings of the American people on this apecial 
day. You may be assured of my continuing commit
ment to the closest possible relations between 
Tunisia and the United States. 

Warm personal regards. 

His Excellency 
Habib Bourguiba 
President of the .Republic of Tunisia 
Tunis 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE S/S 7605878 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

March 19, 1976 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Vice President Rockefeller's Visit to 
Tunisia - French Translation of Letter 
to President Bourguiba 

Attached is a copy of the French Translation of 
President Ford's letter to President Bourguiba·. 

Attachment 

President Ford's letter to President Bourguiba 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



18 mars 1976 

Monsieur le President, 

C' est avec grand :plaisir que je vous adresse, ainsi qu' a vos conci toyens, 
mes felicitations les :plus chaleureuses a ~ occasion de la date historique du 
vingtieme anniversaire de ~ inde:pendance de la Re:publique tunisienne. 

Cette journee revgt une signification toute :particuliere :pour vous-m@me 
et :pour votre :peuple. En temoignage de 1' admiration :profonde que nous e:prou
vons :pour vous ct :pour votre :pays, et dans ~ esprit ~ amitie etroite qui unit 
nos ~ays de:puis deux decermies, j' ai charge le Vice President Rockefeller de 
representer les Etats-Unis d' Amerique a votre conunernoration. 

De:puis que votre :pays est inde:pendant, les Etats-Unis et la Tunisie 
jouissent de relations chaleureuses et constructives fondees sur le respect 
mutuel et notre foi commune en la dignite humaine. C' est un rapport dont 
les Etats-Unis s' enorgueillissent. Nous nous devons de maintenir et de 
renforcer nos liens dans ~ avenir. 

La sage direction que vous donnez a la Tunisie et les avantages que votre 
peu~le en retire sont reconnus et a:p:plaudis d~ par le monde. Guidee :par la 
moderation et le realisme, la 'funisie a ser'~ d~ modele a de nombreuses autres 
nations. C' est :pour nous un motif de satisfaction que ~ avoir pu :partici:per 
au succes de vos :progranunes economiques et sociaux. 

Monsieur le President, mon admiration la :plus :profonde vous est acquise 
.pour le courage et la vigueur dont vous avez fait :preuve en :pour sui vant les 
politiques qui ont mene votre :pays de 1' avant dans le succes et la confiance. 
En ce grand jour, je vous adresse, j' adresse au peuple tunisien, les souhaits 
les :plus chaleureux du :peu:ple americain. Soyez assure que j 1 ai pris 1' enga
gement de maintenir les relations les :plus etroites :possibles entre la 'l'unisie 
et les Etats-Unis. 

Je vous :prie de croire, Honsieur le President, a rna tres haute et tres 
chaleureuse consideration. 

/signe/ Gerald R. Ford 

• 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 17, 1976 

1470 
ACTION 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT !b 
Letter to President Bourguiba of Tunisia 

The Vice President will represent you and the American people at 
celebrations in honor of the 20th anniversary of Tunisian independence, 
on Saturday, March 20, in Tunis. This visit, as a first stop in the 
Vice President's travels to the Far E a st, will be a concrete and much 
appreciated manifestation of US interest in Tunisia. 

Since this is a special occasion, I believe it would be fitting for you to 
send a warm letter to President Bourguiba, to be presented by the Vice 
President. President Bourguiba would be extremely pleased; he still 
regrets that his health made it impossible for him to visit you last year. 
US-Tunisian relations are excellent, in considerable part a result of 
President Bourguiba's immense affection for our country over the past 
twenty years. 

The proposed letter for your signature to Bourguiba at Tab A extends 
your congratulations and your admiration for him and for the Tunisian 
people. Mr. Hartmann's office has cleared the text of the proposed 
letter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter to President Bourguiba of Tunisia at Tab A. 
[The Vice President will carry this with him when he departs on Friday.] 

r 

fl/ ~, ll11~ •I I \ 1 \JJ 7 r~ 'vv \ 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

;1 
ACTION 

March 16, 1976 

Add-on 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT iOWCROFT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT B. OAKLEY\_W 

Presidential Message to President Bourguiba 
of Tunisia -- The Vice President's Visit 

State recommends that the Vice President carry a letter from the 
President to President Bourguiba of Tunisia when he visits there 
this Saturday. Though we understand that the Vice President may 
not be doing this for other stops, this is a special occasion in Tunis 
by virtue of its 20th anniversary and I agree a Presidential letter 
would be appropriate. 

Attached is the State draft. At Tab I is a memo for ·the President 
with a revised suggested letter cleared with Doug Smith. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you forward the memo at Tab I to the 
President seeking his signature on the letter to President Bourguiba. 
We should have the final signed version by Thursday afternoon since 
the Vice President departs Friday. 

____ APPROVE TAB I 

APPROVE TAB I AS AMENDED ----

• 



SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

It gives me particular pleasure to congratulate 

you and the Tunisian people on the twentieth anniver-

sary of Tunisia's independence, and I am asking Vice 

President Rockefeller to deliver this letter to you 

personally on my behalf and on behalf of the people 

of the United States of America. 

Tunisia and the United States have enjoyed close 

and mutually beneficial relations during the entire 

twenty years of Tunisia's independence. This is a 

relationship in which the United States takes great 

pride, and one we will strive to maintain and 

strengthen in the future. 

We admire the dramatic progress which the 

Tunisian people have made since independence and are 

gratified that we have been able to participate with 

your Government in many of your successful economic 

and social development programs. 

His Excellency 
Habib Bourguiba, 

President of the Republic of Tunisia, 
Tunis. 

Department of State 

• 
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The results of your wise and pragmatic leadership 

of the Tunisian people since independence are well known 

and recognized throughout the world community. Tunisia, 

guided by its sense of moderation and realism, has 

indeed served as a model for many other nations as 

they have entered the post-colonial period. 

It gives me great personal satisfaction to send 

to you, Mr. President, and to the Government and people 

of Tunisia, the warmest greetings of the American people 

on this twentieth anniversary of your Country's indepen

dence. May Tunisia continue to progress and prosper in 

friendship with all nations. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

• 
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tEMORANDUM 

1470 

.. J NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 15, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JON HOWE 

JEANNE W. DAVIS tLII4' 

Vice Presidential Public 
Statements--Tunisia 

At Tab Bare State's suggested arrival statement, departure statement 
and toast for the visit to Tunisia. At Tab A are our revised texts of 
each of these three items • 

. The proposed letter from the President to President Bourguiba is 
being staffed separately. 

• 
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Suggested Arrival Statement 

It is with great personal pleasure that I come to Tunisia to 

represent President Ford and the Arne rican people at ~he ceremonies 

marking the twentieth anniversary of Tunisian independence. I have 

long admired the wisdom and courage of Tun~~ia 's President Bourguiba. 

I look forward to meeting with him again, ·'W conveying the best 

wishes of my Government and the American people on this historic day. 

The United States values highly the close relation.S .we have enjoyed 

with Tunisia over the past two decades. We intend to make every 

effort to ensure that these friendly ties are maintained and strengthened 

in coming years. 

Tunisia is a good and honored friend. The United States admires 

in particular the energetic and pragmatic manner in which Tunisia has 

approached the challenge of development. It has set a dramatic example 

for many other developing countries as they have emerged .n colonial 

rule. We have also admired the ability of the Tunisian peop' .: to con-

struct new and mutually beneficial ties both with old associates and 

with the many new countries that have appeared on the world scene in 

the past twenty years. 

Indeed, Tunisia can be said to have only friends. One needs no 

other measure that this to gauge the success of Tunisia's first twenty 

years as an independent nation. This can only augur well for Tunisia's 

continued progress toward the full achievement of her goals and aspirations • 

• 



PAGE 2 

I am grateful for this opportunity to share with President Bourguiba, 

his Government, and the Tunisian people the commemoration of this 

historic day, and to wish them continued success in the future. 

r :~>,; 
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· Suggested Toast (if required) 

I• am deeply honored to have been asked by President Ford to 

.: 

represent him and the American people at these ceremonies marking 

the twentieth anniversary of Tunisian independence. I geeply appreciate 

the opportunity to respond to the Prime Minister's gracious remarks 

on behalf of the other delegations. 

First, if I may, I would like to note the very close relationship 

which exists between my country and Tunisia. The United States has 

be~n closely associated with Tunisia for the past two decades, and 

this association is based on a sense of mutual respect and. friendship. 

It is also based on the common belief that national goals are best set 

by the consent of the governed through democratic processes, and that 

a duty of any state is the protection of the political, economic and social 

rights of their citizenry. 

The efforts of the Tunisian people have shown impressive results. 

The important lesson of the Tunisian experiment is that political, economic 

and social gains can be achieved and freedom preserved if wise leader-

ship is coupled with a broadly supported sense of national purpose res-

pecting the· rights of others. These are the two essentials to progress, 

peace, and democracy. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian people 

can justly be proud of the fruits of their effort. 

The United States and Tunisia have not always agreed on all 

international issues, but we have never disagreed on the role of reason 



PAGE 2 

and moderation in world affairs. Tunisia has always supported dialogue 

rather than confrontation among states, and this is essential if peaceful 

solutions are to be found to the many problems which still face the world 

community. 

I believe that the clear mark of the success of the Tunisian experiment ......... 

is that Tunisia enjoys cordial relations with virtually every country of 

the world. It can truly be said that Tunisia is the friend of all, and we 

raise our glasses, Mr. Prime Minister, that this shall ever be • 

• 
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Departure Statement 

My only regret is that I have been able to spend so short a time 

in Tunisia on this bri.e£ trip representing President Fo~d and the American 

people on the twentieth anniversary of Tunisian independence. 

We have seen the enormous economic and social ·progress which 

has been achieved in the few years since Tunisia gained its independence, but 

even more importantly, we have seen that Tunisia has been able to make 

and preserve these successes while remaining true to its democratic 

ideals. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian people share in the credit 

for this achievement. 

I have valued the opportunity of meeting again with ·President 

Bourguiba and Prime Minister Nouira, and of hearing their views on 

the many issues in which the United States a~d Tunisia have a common 

interest. I shall, upon my return, convey to President Ford their 

thoughtful comments. 

The United States looks forward to the continuation of the excellent 

relations we enjoy with the Government and people of Tunisia. My wife 

joins me in thank you for your unforgettable hospitality. We hope to visit 

again soon. 



• 
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DEPARTMENT .OF STATE 7605045 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Harch 11, 1976 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE .· 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE \'lHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Visit of Vice President Rockefeller to 
Tunisia for the 20th Anniversary of 
Tunisian Independence, March 20-21, 1976 

;L/70 

Attached are the suggested texts for public state
ments which the Vice President may wish to make during 
his visit to Tunisia. These include arrival and 
departure statements, and a toast should one be required. 
As the visit will take place on a Saturday and the 
Embassy will be officially closed, Ambassador Seelye and 
the Vice President's office believe it would be inconven
ient for Mr. Rockefeller to address the staff in Tunis. 
Consequently no talking points for this meeting are 
included. 

Also attached is a draft letter from President Ford 
to President Bourguiba. 

c. ClAiP~ ~~· v /~~George~· Springsteen 
~ Execut1ve Secretary 

Attachments: 

1. Arrival Statement 
2. Departure Statement 
3. Toast 
4. Letter from President to President Bourguiba 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Suggested Arrival Statement 

It is with great personal pleasure that I come to 

Tunisia to represent President Ford and the American 

people at the ceremonies marking the twenti~th anniver

sary of Tunisian independence. I have long admired 

the wisdom and courage of Tunisia's President Bourguiba 

and I look forward to meeting with him again, and to 

conveying the best wishes of my Government and the 

American people on this historic day. The United 

States values highly the close relations we have 

enjoyed with Tunisia over the past two decades, and 

we will make every effort to ensure ·that these 

frief.ldly ties are maintained and strengthened in 

coming years. 

Tunisia is a good and honored friend, and the 

United States admires the energetic and pragmatic manner 

in which Tunisia has approached the challenge of develop

ment. It has set a worthy example for many other developing 

countries as they have emerged from colonial rule. We 

have also admired the ability of the Tunisian people 

to put past differences behind them, and to construct 

·new a'nd mutually beneficial ties both with old associates 

and with the many new countries that have appeared on 

the world scene in the past twenty years. 

... ...... 

• 
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Indeed Tunisia can be said to have no enemies, and 

on~y friends. One needs no other measure than this 

to gauge the successof Tunisia's first twenty years as 

an independent nation. This can only augur well for 

Tunisia's continued progress toward achieving in full 

measure the high goals which have been set by the 

Tunisian people. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to share with 

President Bourguiba, his Government, and the Tunisian 

people the commemoration of this historic day, and to 

wish them continued success in the future . 

• 



Departure Statement 

My only regret is that I have been able to spend 

s~ short a time in Tunisia on this brief trip representing 

President Ford and the American people on the twentieth 

anniversary of Tunisian independence. 
. ~'' ~~ 

' ; 

W~ have seen the enormous economic and social 

progress which has been achieved in the few years since 

Tunisia gained its independence, but even more importantly, 

we have seen that Tunisia has been able to make and 

preserve these successes while remaining t~ue to its 

democratic ideals. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian 

people share in the credit for this achievement. 

I have valued the opportunity of meeting again with 

President Bourguiba and Prime Minister Nouira, and of 

hearing their views on the many iisues in which the 

United States and Tunisia have a common interest. Presi-

dent Ford will be interested in their thoughtful comments. 

The United States looks forward to the continuation 

of the excellent relations we enjoy with the Government 

and.people of Tunisia, and my wife joins me in thanking 

you for your unforgettable hospitality. We hope to visit 

agai~ soon. 

• 
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Suggested Toast (if required) 

I am deeply honored to have been asked by Presi-

dent Ford to represent him and the American:people at 

these ceremonies marking the twentieth anniversary 

of Tunisian independence, and I apprecia'te ·the oppor-

tunity of responding to the Prime Minister's gracious 

remarks on behalf of the other delegations. 

First, if I may,. I would like to note the very 

special relationship which exists between my country 

and Tunisia. The United States has bee.n closely 

associated \>lith Tunisia for the past two decades, and 

this association is based on a sense of mutual respect 

and friendship. It is also based on the common under-

standing that governments exist to achieve the national 

goals which peoples set for themselves through democratic 

processes, and that states must also be committed to 

the protection of the inalienable political, economic 

and social rights of their citizenry. 

The efforts of the Tunisian people have indeed 

shown impressive results. The important lesson of the 

Tunisian experiment is that political, economic and 

social gains can be achieved and freedom preserved 

if wise leadership is coupled with a broadly supported 

sense of national purpose respecting the rights of others. 

These are the two essentials to progress, peace, and 

, 
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democracy_ President Bourguiba and the Tunisian 

people can justly be proud of the fruits of their 
I 

effort. .· 
The United States and Tunisia have not'· always 

agreed on all international issues, but we have never 

disagreed on the role of reason and moderation in world 

affairs. Tunisia has always supported dialogue rather 

than conErontation among states, and this is essential 

if peaceful solutions are to be found to the many 

problems which still face the world community. 

I believe that the clear mark of the success of 

the Tunisian experiment is that Tunisia has no enemies, 

and that she enjoys cordial relations with virtually 

every country of the world. It can truly be said that 

Tunisia is the friend of all, and we raise our glasses, 

Mr. Prime Minister, that this shall ever be . 

• 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 16 

FOR JEANNE DAVIS 

Jeanne, 

You could send the attached package to 
Jon Howe. 

• 

:~c./ 
Bo'b Oakley 



DEP/,RTMENT OF ST/\TE 7605045 
\V,1sh1ngtor., D.C. 20520 

Harch 11, 1976 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOVJCROFrr 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Visit of Vice President Rockefeller to 
Tunisia for the 20th Anniversary of 
Tunisian Independence, March 20-21, 1976 

!Y7D 

Attached are the suggested texts for public state
ments which the Vice President may wish to make during 
his visit to Tunisia. These include arrival and 
departure statements, and a toast should one be required. 
As the visit will take place on a Saturday and the 
Embassy will be officially closed, Ambassador Seelye and 
the Vice President's office believe it would be inconven
ient for Mr. Rockefeller to address the staff in Tunis. 
Consequently no talking points for this meeting are 
included. 

Also attached is a draft letter from President Ford 
to President Bourguiba. 

c.~~Gv 
George S. Springsteen ~ Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

Arrival Statement 
Departure Staternen 
Toast 
Letter from President to President Bourguiba 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Suggested Arrival Statement 

It is with great personal pleasure that I come to 

Tunisia to represent President Ford and the American 

people at the ceremonies marking the twentieth anniver-

sary of Tunisian independence. I have long admired 

the wisdom and courage of Tunisia's President Bourguiba 

and I look forward to meeting with him again, and to 

conveying the best wishes of my Government and the 

American people on this historic day. The United 

States values highly the close relations we have 

enjoyed with Tunisia over the past two decades, and 

we will make every effort to ensure that these 

friendly ties are maintained and strengthened in 

coming years. 

Tunisia is a good and honored friend, and the 

United States admires the energetic and pragmatic manner 

in which Tunisia has approached the challenge of develop-

ment. It has set a worthy example for many other developing 

countries as they have emerged from colonial rule. We 

have also admired the ability of the Tunisian people 

to put past differences behind them, and to construct 

new and mutually beneficial ties both with old associates 

and with the many new countries that have appeared on 

the world scene in the past twenty years . 

• 
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Indeed Tunisia can be said to have no enemies, and 

only friends. One needs no other measure than this 

to gauge the successof Tunisia's first twenty years as 

an independent nation. This can only augur well for 

Tunisia's continued progress toward achieving in full 

measure the high goals which have been set by the 

Tunisian people. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to share with 

President Bourguiba, his Government, and the Tunisian 

people the commemoration of this historic day, and to 

wish them continued success in the future . 

• 



Departure Statement 

My only regret is that I have been able to spend 

so short a time in Tunisia on this brief trip representing 

President Ford and the American people on the twentieth 

anniversary of Tunisian independence. 

We have seen the enormous economic and social 

progress which has been achieved in the few years since 

Tunisia gained its independence, but even more importantly, 

we have seen that Tunisia has been able to make and 

preserve these successes while remaining true to its 

democratic ideals. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian 

people share in the credit for this achievement. 

I have valued the opportunity of meeting again with 

President Bourguiba and Prime Minister Nouira, and of 

hearing their views on the many issues in which-the 

United States and Tunisia have a common interest. Presi

dent Ford will be interested in their thoughtful comments. 

The United States looks forward to the continuation 

of the excellent relations we enjoy with the Government 

and.people of Tunisia, and my wife joins me in thanking 

you for your unforgettable hospitality. We hope to visit 

again soon. 

• 



Suggested Toast (if required) 

I am deeply honored to have been asked by Presi-

dent Ford to represent him and the American people at 

these ceremonies marking the twentieth anniversary 

of Tunisian independence, and I appreciate the oppor-

tunity of responding to the Prime Minister's gracious 

remarks on behalf of the other delegations. 

First, if I may, I would like to note the very 

special relationship which exists between my country 

and Tunisia. The United States has been closely 

associated with Tunisia for the past two decades, and 

this association is based on a sense of mutual respect 

and friendship. It is also based on the common under-

standing that governments exist to achieve the national 

goals which peoples set for themselves through democratic 

processes, and that states must also be committed to 

the protection of the inalienable political, economic 

and social rights of their citizenry. 

The efforts of the Tunisian people have indeed 

shown impressive results. The important lesson of the 

Tunisian experiment is that political, economic and 

social gains can be achieved and freedom preserved 

if wise leadership is coupled with a broadly supported 

sense of national purpose respecting the rights of others. 

These are the two essentials to progress, peace, and 

• 
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democracy. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian 

people can justly be proud of the fruits of their 

effort. 

The United States and Tunisia have not always 

agreed on all international issues, but we have never 

disagreed on the role of reason and moderation in world 

affairs. Tunisia has always supported dialogue rather 

than confrontation among states, and this is essential 

if peaceful solutions are to be found to the many 

problems which still face the world cmnmunity. 

I believe that the clear mark of the success of 

the Tunisian experiment is that Tunisia has no enemies, 

and that she enjoys cordial relations with virtually 

every country of the world. It can truly be said that 

Tunisia is the friend of all, and we raise our gl~sses, 

Mr. Prime Minister, that this shall ever be . 

• 



Retyped:l470 

Dear Wr. Pre.tcleatt 

1t ia with 1reat pleaaue tut I extencl to yo• aad to 
fOUl' fellow cltlseaa my warmeat coaaratolatloaa oa 
the hlatorlc occaalea of the ZOtb AIUllveraarr of the 
taclepeadeACe of the ltepotlc of Twalala. 

Tllla la a Yery apedal time for yOG aad yGGr people. 
la recct~altlon of the cleep adm.Uatloa we bave for you 
aad you coWitry, uclln the eplrlt of cloae frtenclahlp 
OUI' cowatrlea haYe eajoyecl for two clecaclea. I haYe 
aalted Vice Pneldeat ltockefeUer to repreaeat the 
U.Ditecl Statea of America at you celebratloa. 

Tbroqhoat the tweaty yeara ol yCMU llldepeadeace, 
the Ualte4 State• aad Talala Jaa•e eajoyed warm 
aa4 coaatl'uctlve J'elattoaa '-•" oo mutual napect 
a.acl oa ov commoa IMUeflll hamaa dlaalty. Thla 
ia a relatloaalalp ill wb.lch the Uaite4 Statea takea 

J'eat pl'lde. We are committed to malD&al.aiJII aacl 
atreasthelllat ov tlea la tbe fatue. 

Yov.r wlae leaderahlp of Taaiala aDd ita beAeftta to 
yoGI' people are recoaatsed au applauded thJ'oqhout 
tbe worW. Talala, pldecl by moclel'atloe and 
reaUam, haa Hned aa a model for maay other .. ttoa.. We are ll'&tUled to baYe beea able to play 
a role la the 4evetopmeat of yMW aucceaafal ecoaomlc 
aDd aoelal PI"OI•ama • 

• 



w~. Pnetcleat. yn have my cleepeat admlratlOD 
fo~ tlae cou-aa• aa4 Yi1or with which you have 
pv••• the poUel.ea which ban led you aatloa 
forward with mcce •• &D4 coaftcleace. 1 exteDd t• 
you aDd to the people .t Tutala the warmeat 
tr••tlal• of tM Amerlcaa people oa thl1 apeclal 
clay. You may be •••a~ed of my cODtlllulag commit
meat te the clo .. at poaal'ble relatlOD.a 'betw.ea 
Twalala aDd the Ualtecl Statea. 

Hl1 beelteacy 
Habl'b Bouplba 
Prealdeat at tbe a epultllc of Tualala 
Taala 

Retyped:GRF:BS:fe~:3/ 17/76 

• 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

R etype d: 14 70 {)! ') 

1470 
ACTION 

Letter to President Bourguiba of Tunisia 

The Vice President will represent you and the American people at 
celebrations in honor of the 20th anniversary of Tunisian independence, 
on Saturday, March ZO, in' Tunis. This visit, as a first stop in the 
Vice President's travels to the Far E '1st, will be a concrete and much 

\ 

appreciated manifestation ~f US interest in Tunisia. 

Since this is a special occa.ion, I belie>Ve it would be fitting for you to 
send a warm letter to Pt'esident Bourguiba, to be presented by the Vice 
President. President Bourguiba would be extt'emely pleased; he still 
regrets that his health made it impossible for him to visit you last year. 
US-Tunisian relations are excellent, in considerable part a result of 
President Bourguiba 1 S immens.e affection for our country over the past 
twenty years. 

The proposed letter for your signature to Bourguiba at Tab A extends 
your congratulations and your admiration for him and for the Tunisian 
people. Mr. Hartmann's office has cleared the text of the proposed 
letter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter to President Bourguiba of Tunisia at Tab A. 
(The Vice President will carry this with him when he departs on Friday.] 

• 



•' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is with great&l!tt- pleasure that I extend to you and 
to your fellow citizens my warmest congratulations 
on thi'khistoric occasion of the 20th Anniversary of 
the independence of the Republic of Tunisia. 

,..cJ..~~ 
T{s" is a very specia~ for you and your people, 
In Yie w of the high !e aaQ. admiration we have 
for you and your country, and in the spirit of close 
friendship our countries have enjoyed for two decades, 
I have asked Vice President Rockefeller to represent 
the United States of America at your celebration. 

Throughout the twenty years of your independence, 
the United States and T'fisia have enjoyed warm 
and constructive relati(IJns based on mutual respect 
and on our common b¢ief in human dignity. This 
is a relationship in ~ich the United States takes 
great pride. We are committed to maintaining and 
strengthening our ties in the future. 

Your wise leadei .. ship of Tunisia and its benefits to 
your people ar~' recognized and applauded throughout 
the world. T1,1nisia, guided by moderation and 
realism, ha~/served as a model for many other 
nations. We are gratified to have been able to play 
a role in the development of your successful economic 
and social programs. 

' 



Mr. President, you have my deepest admiration // 
for the courage and vigor with which you have 
pursued the policies which have led your nation // 
forward with success and confidence. I extend t9' 
you and to the people of Tunisia the ~ warm~t 
greetings of the American people on this spe~l 
day. You ~be assured of my continuing cpmmit
ment to the closest possible relations betw en 
Tunisia and the United States. 

Warm personal regards, 

His Excellency 
Habib Bourguiba 
President of the Rep 
Tunis 
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THE WHITE HO U SE 

WASH I NGT ON 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

SUBJECT: Letter to Preside t Bourguiba of Tunisia 

The Vice President will represent you and .the American people at 
celebrations in honor of the 20th anniver~ry of Tunisian indepen
dence~Saturday, March 20, in Tun·s. This visit, as a first 
stop in the Vice President's travels to the Far East, will be a~~ 

(j V tim~ly ~xia-n of US~i terest in T-unisia. 
~)[. .... ,..A.~ J I -~~"~·~ ' ...._ b . , 

..., ...... """""" ' V"f~'r .. 7/ W"~ I 
Since this is a specialy occasion, believe it would be fitting for you 
to send a warm letter to PresidEtnt Bourguiba1 to be presented by the 
Vice President. President Bourguiba would be extremely a]:')p~; ~f.. 
he still regrets that his health''~ made it impossible for hiW. .. !<?:'hi_!' it wo .) 
you ?·n Wa.s-hin-gt:O'n. US-Tun{sian relations are excellent, in~--
a re ult of President Bourguiba's immense affection for our country ...L--' 

ove ~ast 20 years. / 

""'\>- · 
The propose& letter for your signature to Bourguiba at Tab A extends 
your congratulations and your admiration for him and for the Tunisian 
people. Mr. Hartmann's office has cleared the text of the proposed 
letter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter to President Bourguiba of Tunisia at Tab A. 
[The Vice President will cary this with him when he departs on Friday.] _ 

/ 

/ 
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Dear Mr. President: 

It is with greatest pleasure that I extend to you and to your 
fellow citizens my warmest congratulations on this historic 
occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the independence of the 
Republic of Tunisia. 

This is a very special time for you and your people. In view 
of the high respect and admiration we have for you and your 
country, and in the spirit of close friendship our countries 
have enjoyed for two decades, I have asked Vi~ President 
Rockefeller to represent the United States of merica at 
your celebration. 

Throughout the twenty years of your in~pendence, the United 
States and Tunisia have enj:oyed wa~m nd constructive relations 
based on mutual respect and on our c mmon believe in democratic 
traditions. This is a relationship i which the United States takes 
great pride. We are committed t maintaining and strengthening 
our ties in the future. 

Your wise leadership of Tuni'ia and its benefits to your people 
are recognized and applauded throughout the world. Tunisia, 
guided by moderation an~realism, ha~ served as a model for 
many other nations. Ckr.eH:F {*ir.iJ ~ are ~atified to have ,tu..../ 
~een able to play a_role in .tlf develor,m~nttff~~s~:~/ v-.. 

1t..has beeu el'amahe~~ .... ,.~ .. .,-......_ ~ "V"l.As..l • ,.h t' l ·t; ,-t t.A+·t.:;;;~ 

Mr. President, you have my deepest admiration for the courage 
and vigor with which you have pursued the policies which have led 
your nation forward, with success and confidence. I extend to 
you and to the people of Tunisia the very warmest greetings of 
the American people on this special day.. You can be assured 
of my continuing commitment to the closest possible relations 
between Tunisia and the United States. 

~\}/arm personal regards, 

His Excellency 
Habib Bourguiba 
President of the Republic of Tunisia 
.Tunis 

• 



SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

It gives me particu,ar pleasure to congratulat;/ 
\ / 

you and the Tunisian peopr on the twentieth an~er-

sary of ce, and I am ask~Vice 

President Rockefeller to deli er this lette~ to you 
/ 

personally on my behalf o~khe people 

of the United States of /// 

Tunisia and the United State }lave enjoyed close 

and mutually beneficial relations/d ring the entire 

twenty years of Tunisia's indeB~nden e. This is a 
/ 

relationship in which the Un~led 
.t' 

pride, and one we will stri.~e to 
/ 

strengthen in the future./ 
/ 

takes great 

We admire the dra;atic the 

Tunisian people have~ade since independen are 

gratified that we hive been able to partici ate with 
I 

your Government i/ many of your successful 
/ 

and social dev;topment programs. 

/ 
// 

His Excell~cy 
Habib/Bourguiba, 

/President of the Republic of Tunisia, 
/ Tunis. 

/ 
Depar~ent of State 

• 
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The results of your wise and pragmatic leadership 

of the Tunisian people since independence are well known 

and recognized throughout the world community. Tunisia, 

guided by its sense of moderation and realism, has 

indeed served as a model for many other nations as 

they have entered the post-colonial period. 

It gives me great personal satisfaction to send 

to you, Mr. President, and to the Government and people 

of Tunisia, the warmest greetings of the American people 

on this twentieth anniversary of your Country's indepen

dence. May Tunisia continue tb progress and prosper in 

friendship with all nations~ 
_./~ 

//~incerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 
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RitPUBLIQUE TUNISIENNE 

Carthage,le 4 Juin 1976 

Monsieur le President, 

Les Etats-Unis d'Amerique celebrent cette annee le 

bicentenaire de leur independance. 

Cette commemoration revet aux yeux de la Tunisie une 

signification profonde, car l'evenement avait marque l'amorce d 1 un 

vaste mouvement de l'Histoire en meme temps que l'affermissement 

et la mise en oeuvre de principes de gouvernement auxquels nous 

sornmes particulierement attaches. 

Pour ces raisons, j'ai la conviction que tousles peuples 

qui se nourrissent aux sources de la democratie et de la liberte 

prennent une part sincere a cette commemoration. 

Pendant des decennies, j 1 ai personnellement mene un combat 

acharne pour le triomphe de ces principes et pour l 1 etablissement 

entre nations de relations fondees sur la confiance et le respect 

mutuels. 

Ce fut pour moi un reve, c 1 est aujourd 1hui une realite 

pour mon pays. 

Au cours de cette longue lutte et aux plus sombres moments 

de la periode coloniale, j 1 ai veille avec un soin particulier a 

sauvegarder les liens d 1 amitie et d 1 estime que nos deux Etats ont 

etablis des 1 I au be de 1 I histoire des Etats-Unis 0/ -~' 

... I . .. 

• 



..... 
2. -

Vous comprendrez pourquoi, Monsieur le President, j'aurais 

eu le plus grand plaisir a prendre part, personnellement, avec vous, 

aux manifestations commemoratives du bicentenaire. 

Je suis amene, helas, a y renoncer, mon etat de sante ne 

me permettant plus de supporter des ecarts d'horaires importants. 

Aussi je tiens a deleguer mon fils pour me representer 

personnellement et exprimer, au nom de la Tunisie, notre volonte de 

maintenir et de renforcer les rapports d'amitie et de cooperation 

qui existent entre nos deux pays. 

Le present qu'il vous remettra en mon nom, la Tunisie 

veut y voir non seulement le symbole antique de la paix, mais aussi 

l'arbre dont la fecondite seculaire continue de recompenser la 

perseverance dans l'effort. 

Qu'il soit l'expression de l'hommage que le peuple 

tunisien rend ala fois a l'oeuvre d'edification et de paix de la 

nation americaine. 

Je saisis cette occasion pour adresser au peuple americain 

ami mes felicitations chaleureuses et mes voeux sinceres de prosperite 

A vous-meme, Monsieur le President, j'adresse les plus 

vifs souhaits de succes, de bonheur et de sante en vous priant de 

croire a rna tres haute et amicale consideration. 

President de la Republique Tunisienne 

Son Excellence 

Monsieur Gerald R. FORD 

President des Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

' -:. ;~ 

\, 
'· ,, ... 

'"'.._,....._,_ . 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

LS NO. 56844 
MM/MSS 
French 

/ TUNISIAN REPUBLIC 
The President i. 'l 

Mr. President: 

I~- \t\ 
\\(' 
IV 

Carthage, June 4, 1976 

This year the United States of America is celebrating the bicenten-

nial of its independence. This commemoration has deep meaning for Tunisia, 

because the event marked the beginning of a vast movement of history and 

the strengthening and application of principles of government to which we 

are particularly attached. 

For these reasons, it is my conviction that all peoples who draw 

strength from the sources of democracy and freedom join sincerely in 

this commemoration. For decades I personally waged a strenuous battle 

for the triumph of these principles and for the establishment among 

nations of relations based on trust and mutual respect. 

This was my dream and it is today a reality for my country. During 

that long struggle and in the darkest moments of the colonial period, I 

was especially careful to safeguard the bonds of friendship and esteem 

which our two States established at the dawning of United States history. 

His Excellency 
Gerald R. Ford, 

President of the 
United States of America. 

~···· 
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You will understand, Mr. President, why it would have been my greatest 

pleasure to take part personally with you in the events commemorating the 

bicentennial. Regrettably, I shall be unable to attend as my state of 

health no longer permits extensive travel. 

Therefore, I am appointing my son to represent me personally and to 

express, on behalf of Tunisia, our desire to maintain and to strengthen 

the relations of friendship and cooperation which exist between our two 

countries. 

The gift which my son will deliver to you on my behalf represents 

for Tunisia not only the ancient symbol of peace, but also the tree whose 

age-long fruitfulness continues to reward perseverance in the struggle. 

May it serve to express the homage of the Tunisian people to your nation's 

work of enlightenment and of peace. 

I avail myself of this occasion to convey to the American people my 

warm congratulations and sincere wishes of prosperity. To you, Mr. President, 

I extend the most ardent wishes for success, happiness, and health, and beg 

you to accept the assurances of my very high and friendly consideration. 

[s] Bourguiba 

Habib Bourguiba 

President of t~e Tunisian Republic 

.. "''• 
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