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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 14, 1974

Dear Mr., President:

Following the resumption of full diplomatic relations
between our nations, I am very pleased to send
Richard W. Murphy as Ambassador of the United
States of America to the Syrian Arab Republic and
my personal representative to you. I am confident
that our exchange of Ambassadors will strengthen
further the relations between our nations, building
upon the close consultations between our two
Governments in months past. I am particularly
pleased to be sending Ambassador Murphy, a man
of long experience in the Arab world, to this important
assignment. He has my full confidence.

I am aware how much President Nixon valued his visit
to Damascus and the opportunity it gave to exchange
views with you. I am deeply gratified by the progress
which our two countries have made toward better
mutual understanding and toward building a durable
relationship for the future. Ambassador Murphy will
carry our efforts forward and I assure you that the
United States will do everything possible to promote
friendly and constructive ties with your Government.

I also want to reiterate to you, Mr. President, that
the United States remains firm in its commitment to

‘ assist the parties in achieving a just and lasting peace
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in the Middle East. In that regard, the United States
looks forward to working closely with Syria in the
period ahead toward the achievement of this great goal.

I have asked Ambassador Murphy, in carrying this
letter to you, to convey my personal best wishes for
the continued health and well being of you and your
family.

Sincerely yours,

7

His Excellency

Hafez al-Asad

President of the Syrian Arab Republic
Damascus
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MEMORANDUM ACTION

3216 [Redo]

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

SEGRET/NODIS ATTACHMENT August 12, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETARY KISSINGER

FROM: ROSEMARY NIEHUSS

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to President Asad
of Syria for Delivery by Ambassador
Murphy

Ambassador Murphy is still in Washington but plans to depart for Syria
after meeting with you. [We understand that the meeting is scheduled
for tomorrow, Tuesday, at 12 noon.] He would like to carry a Presidential
letter of introduction and greetings to President Asad, State has thus,
in the attached, resubmitted this previously approved recommendation
and has prepared a new letter for signature by President Ford, It is
consistent with the spirit of President Ford's message to President
Asad of August 9. The purpose is to introduce Ambassador Murphy
and to maintain a sense of continuity and personal interest at the
Presidential level. In that regard, it explicitly refers to President
Nixon's visit to Damascus.

RECOMMENDATION: That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to
the President recommending he sign a letter to President Asad for
delivery by Ambassador Murphy when he presents his credentials in
Damascus. (Text cleared with the Speechwriter's office.)

-SEGRET/NODIS ATTACHMENT
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. 3216 (Redo)

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

August 12, 1974

FOR GENERAL SCOWCROFT

Per your instruction, attached is a revised
package recommending a letter from Presi-
dent Ford to President Asad of Syria for
delivery by Ambassador Murphy. I have

- coordinated with State (Hal) which provided

a new text for the Presidential letter.

On timing, I gather that Ambassador Murphy
would like to depart for Syria as soon as
possible (with the letter, if approved) after
meeting with Secretary Kissinger. That meet-
ing is now scheduled for tomorrow, Tuesday,

a2t nAann Tr anyyr avvant Avwvhaccadmnr NMuvrnhar
ati neen,  lnany event, Ampasgsegacer M wrpny

has been staying in touch in the event of gect-
ting the final letter before he departs.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
SEERET /NODIS WASHINGTON ACTION
ATTACHMENT August 12, 1974
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER
SUBJECT: Letter to President Asad of Syria

for Delivery by Ambassador Murphy

Richard W. Murphy has been confirmed as the first United States
Ambassador to Syria since the break in relations in 1967. This
follows the joint Presidential announcement in Damascus on June 16
of the restoration of full diplomatic relations between the U.S. and
Syria and agreement to an early exchange of ambassadors. Syrian
Ambassador-Designate Kabbani has arrived in Washington and will
be presenting his credentials to you in the near future.

Ambassador Murphy's departure for Syria would be an appropriate
occasion for you to send a letter to President Asad for delivery during
the presentation of credentials ceremony there. The exchange of
ambassadors -- after a long hiatus -- is symbolic of progress we

have made in strengthening relations with Syria in the context of the
broader peace-making process, and a letter from you would provide

an opportunity for reaffirming the U.S. commitment to those objectives.
It would help promote a sense of continuity, building upon the personal
rapport established during President Nixon's visit to Damascus in

June and your message to President Asad of August 9 [Tab B].

A suggested letter for your signature -- introducing Ambassador
Murphy and reiterating your commitment to the strengthening of
bilateral relations and the active involvement of the U.S. in the
peace-making process -~ is at Tab A,

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the letter at Tab A to President
Asad for delivery by Ambassador Murphy in Damascus.

SHeRET /NODIS ATTACHMENT
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT ASAD OF SYRIA

August 9, 1974
Dear Mr. President:

As I take up the office of President of the United States, I am,
as one of my first acts, writing you to assure you and other friends
of my firm dedication to the policies the United States has been pur-
suing in its international relations.

The foreign policy of the United States is soundly based on the
support of both our major political parties. The principle of con-
tinuity in foreign policy has deep roots inthe traditions, institutions
and national interests of America. No principle will be more central
to the conduct of the affairs of the United States under my Administration.
I want to pledge to you that I am fully committed to honoring all obli-
gations undertaken by the United States in its relations with your country
and with all other nations of the world. I specifically wish to affirm
everything told you by President Nixon and Secretary Kissinger.

In particular, I want you to know of my strong commitment to
pursue our diplomatic strategy looking toward a just and durable peace
in the Middle East with the same vigor that has characterized our

efforts over the past nine months. The achievement of peace in the
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Middle East will remain one of the highest foreign policy objectives
of the United States, and our endeavors to reach that goal will go
forward without interruption with the full participation and support
of Secretary Kissinger.

Finally, Mr. President, I welcome the historic turn this spring
in the relations between Syria and the United States, and I shall do
all I can to assure that my government does its share in building
on the foundation which has been laid. I look forward to meeting

you, and I shall value your views as our diplomatic efforts proceed.

Sincerely, yours,

[Gerald R. Ford]

<SineREF-+NODIS
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

August 12, 1974
UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR MAJOR GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter from the President
to President Asad

Attached is a draft of a letter to President
Asad of Syria for the President's signature which
we would propose to have delivered personally by
our new Ambassador to Syria, Mr. Richard W. Murphy,
on presentation of his credentials to President
Asad.

Ambassador Murphy will be our first Ambassador
in Damascus since diplomatic relations were broken
at the time of the Arab-Israel War in 1967. The
decision to resume diplomatic relations and appoint
Ambassadors was announced jointly by President Nixon
and President Asad during the President's visit to
Damascus, June 15-16. This makes it particularly
fitting for President Ford to send with Ambassador
Murphy a personal letter to President Asad.

Ambassador Murphy plans to depart for Syria
in the next few days.

If the President agrees, it is recommended
that the signed letter from the President be deliv-
ered to the Department by August 13 so that Ambassador
Murphy may carry it with him when he leaves Washington

for Damascus.

Samuel R, Gammon
Acting Executive Secretary

Attachment

Draft Letter for President's Signature.



UNCLASSIFIED

Suggested Message

Dear Mr. President:

Following the resumption of full diplomatic
relations between our nations, I am very pleased
to send Richard W. Murphy as Ambassador of the United
States of America to the Syrian Arab Republic and my
personal representative to you. I am confident that
our exchange of Ambassadors will strengthen further
the relations between our nations, building upon the
close consultations between our two Governments in
months past. I am particularly pleased to be sending
Ambassador Murphy, a man of long experience in the
Arab world, to this important assignment. He has
my full confidence.

I am aware how much President Nixon and Secretary
Kissinger have valued their relationship with you. I
am deeply gratified by the progress which our two coun-
tries have made toward better mutual understanding and
toward building a durable relationship for the future.

Ambassador Murphy will carry our efforts forward and I assure

His Excellency
Hafez al-Asad,
President of the Syrian Arab Republic,
Damascus.

Department of State



you that the United States will do everything possible
to promote friendly and constructive ties with your
Government.

I also want to assure you, Mr. President, that
the United States remains firm in its commitment to
assist the parties in achieving a just and lasting
peace in the Middle East. In that regard, the United
States looks forward to working closely with Syria
in the period ahead toward the achievement of this
great goal.

I have asked Ambassador Murphy, in carrying
this letter to you, to convey my own personal best
wishes for the continued health and well being of
you and your family.

Sincerely,

Gerald R. Ford
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UNCLASSIFIED

MEMORANDUM FOR MAJOR GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

" Subject: Letter from the President ‘ .
' to President Asad :

Attached is a draft of a letter to President
Asad of Syria for the President's signature which
‘we would propose to have delivered personally by
our new Ambassador to Syria, Mr. Richard V. HMurphy,
on presentation of his credentials to President
Asad.

Anbassador Murphy will be our first Ambassador
in Damascus since diplomatic relations were broken
~at the time of the Arab-~Israel War in 1967. The
" . .decision to. resume.diplomatic relations and appoint
Ambassadors was announced jointly by President Nixon
and President Asad during the President's visit to

- Damascus, June 15~16., This makes it particularly
fitting for President Ford to send with Ambassador
Murphy a personal letter to President Asad. In addi-
tion, a gesture of this sort would be helpful in
maintaining and strengthening the personal rapport
established by the President with President Asad
during their meetings in Damascus.

Ambassador Murphy plans to depart for Syria
in the next few days.

If the President agrees, it is recommended
that the signed letter from the President be deliv-
ered to the Department before August 12 so that
Ambassador Murphy may carry it with him when he
leaves Washington for Damascus.

Samuel R, Gammon
Acting Executive Secretary

Attachment
Draft Letter for President's Signature.

%
Drafted: NEA/ARN:DAK&Yn:dav Clearances: NEA - Mr. Atherton
x22670 8/9/74 NEA - Mr. Saunders
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Suggested Message
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Dear Mr. Pregident: :

A S

Following the resumption of full diplomatic
relations between our nations, I am very pleased

to send Richard W. Murphy as Ambassador of the

United States of America to the Syrian Arab Republic '

and my personal representative to you. I am confi-
dent that dur ekXchange of Ambassadors will strengthen
. further the relations between our nations, building
upon the close consultétions bethen our two Govern-
ments in months past., I am particularly pleased

to be scndihg Ambassador Murphy, a man of long ex~
perience in the Arab world, to this important assign-

ment. He has my full confidence.

I am.éware how much President Nixon valued his
visit to Damascus and the.opportun;ty it gave to
exchange views with you. I am deeply gratified by
the progress which our two countries have made toward
better mutual understanding and toward building a

durable relationship for the future. Ambassador

Murphy will carry our efforts forward and I assure

His Excellency
Hafez al-Asad,

President of the Syrian Arab Republic,
Damascus,

URIPRGGREIOR el St



you’ that the United States will do everything possible

to promote friendly and constructive ties with your

Government.

the United States remains firm in its commitment to
assist the pafties in achieving a just and lasting
peace in the Middle East. In that regard, the United
States looks forward to working closely with Syria

in the period ahead toward the achievement of this

great goal.

"I have asked Ambassador Murphy, ip carrying
this letter to you, to convey my ewa personal best

wishes for the continued health and well being of

you and your family.

' Ger&ld R. Ford

. A
Drafted: NEA/ARN:DAKorn:dav
-x22670 8/9/74

Clearances: NEA - Mr. Saunders

NEA - Mr. Atherton
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I also want to aséufe;you, Mr. President, that

) : _ S Sincerely‘jms
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 16, 1975

Dear Mr. President:

"I take the occasion of Ambassador Murphy's return
to Damascus to affirm to you directly my determination
that the United States will remain fully engaged in the
search for a just peace in the Middle East. Ambassador
- Murphy has been participating in our policy reassessment
and is in a position to explain to you our current thinking.
Because the issues we are considering are both sensitive
and complex, I thought it preferable that he report to

. you personally and orally on our deliberations during

- his visit here. I shall for my part welcome your ideas
" ‘on how we should alil proceed toc avoid a stalemate,

The Ambassador brings with him my warmest personal
regards to you, Mr, President.

Sincerely,

- -- - DBCLASSIFIED

His Excellency B.O. ggfscie;&i
Hafiz al-Asad . Mﬂ
‘President of the Syrian
Arab Republic
Damascus

CLASSIFIED BYHEUE\( R g ivbER

EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION .
" SCHEDULE GF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652
EXEMPTION CATEGORY S}, [3)

AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED ON _Trp 40 Dok

1 — . A—— i

B " CPeAL

R A



— o, e Tri80 [

/

4 ‘

o~ : ' .

Lo ; -
Ny rBa‘ \ﬁ\ﬂ th ‘) |
N A L *\U*\ \ COPY_ /___oF 15 coprzs
- & , 'LD LQJu\i (AL
1 Depcz’r‘trzent of State T:ﬂ: et laks
TR RS
o ' - _SRGHET— NODSDS I

rabe @1 UARVAST UI7 TS TR2US2eHL

/

/
{
|
i

S PR LN P RATT IN

. — O TROET 21 TES
co | RECD: 12 MAY 79
ACTION NODS~2d ‘ o 5:05AM

INFO, OCT=@1 , /6Q1 W

------------voi----‘- WQBSBG

0 1207532 MAY 75
: FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS
.g TG SECSTATE WaASHUC IMMEOTATE 34@?

P SEeg=R=ET DAMASCUS 1715
A NpOIS

EQ 116521 GOS
e TAGSY PFOR, 8Y, US '
j{% - SUBJECT: MESSAGE FRUM PRESIDENT ASAD

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT QF LEYTER FROM PRESIDENT
: ASAD FUR PRESIDENT FORD, AS TRANSLATED BY PKRESIDENTIS
.o;  PERSONZL INIERPREYER, WAICH ASAD mANDED Me MAY 11,
0 SIGNED QRIGINAL (ARABIC) BEING POUCHED,

2, "OEAR MR, PRESIDENT. I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR
LETYTER DATED APRIL 16, 1975 DELIVERED TOU ME BY AMBASSACCR
HURPHY, AND IN WHICH YOU AFFIRMED YOUR DETERMINATLION THAT

THE UNITED STATES WOULD REMAIN FULLY ENGAGED IN THE SEAKCH
FQrR A JUST PEACe IN THE MIDOLE EAST,

3, "AMBASSAUOR MURPHY ALSC REPOHKTED TU ME ORALLY ON THE
OELISERATIONS THAT TOUUK PLACE DURING HI& STAY IN WASHINGTON,

IN CONNECTIUN WITh THE REASSESSMENT OX AMERICAN POLICY
TOWARD THE MIOOLE EAST.

i3
P
-
Y

4, "IN RESPONSE TO YOUR REQUEST, I WISH T(Q REAFFIRM ONCE
AGAIN w27 I HAQ STATED IN UUH COXKRESPONDENCE AnD IN MY
TALKS wWITH YUUR SECKETARY QF STATE UR, KISSINGSEK, THAT

WE IN THE SYRIAN ARAD REPUBLPC SINCERELY UESIKE THAT PEACE
SASEG On JUSTICE wE ESTABLISHED IN THIS AREA4, TQ PUT AN
EETEE END TO THE TRAGEDIES ANUL SUFFERINGS OF OUr AREA DURING

S THE LAST THENTY=SEVEN YEAKS,

L4 ui-ad

W 3/1/0

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHQUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Tl re e o s e————
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e S, "8Y ITS ARKODGANCE, INSISTENCE ON EXPANSION AND PEGSISTENCE
Z+f IN ITS AGGRESSION AGAINST THE PALESTINIAN PELOPLE AND THE
NEIGHBORING AKAB COUNTRIES,HISRAEL hAS THWAKTED EFFQRTS

TC END THESz SUFFERINGS AND BLOCKED THE JUST PEACE WHICH WE

t SEEK, ISRAEL SASED LTS STANU UN THE WRONG THINKING THA

: ARMED FORCE IS TRz MEANS TO IMPUSE ITS GREED AND THAT

ARMED STRENGTH WILL ALWAYS &E IN ITS FAVOUR,

i .
v e b ey

O, "WE VIEW THE REASSESSHMENT OF AMERICAN POLICY
IN THE WIUDLE EAST POSITIVELY, WE BELIEVE THAT AN CBJECTIVE STU
THE ELEMENTS OF THE SITUATION AND ADOPTION OF THE
' REOUIREMENTS UF JUSTICE AS 4 BASIS FOR A SQLUTION, WILL GREATLY
i CCNTRIBUTE TG BRINGING ABCUT A JUST PLACE ELIMINATING
i CAUSES (QF INJUSTICE AND AGRESSIUN, THEREBY THE CEASEFIRE

. AILL NOT BECOME EITRER AN ATTEMPT TU FREEZE THE STATUS guo,

PRESERVING THE CAUSES OF CONFLICT, OR THE FORERUNNER FGR
ANOTHER WAR,

(v}

Y €

33

D 7. YIT IS QUK BELIEF THAT THE UNITED STATES IS CERTAINLY
Y CAPABLE OF EXERCISING INFLUENCE UN IGKAEL, TO MaiKe HER

“T1 . RESPOND TU THE CALL QF REASON AND TO HEEO THE WILL OF WORLD
SUCIETY 4S KEPREScNTER 6Y THE UNITED NATIONS QRGANIZATIUN,
WHOSE KESQLUTLUNS IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND THE GENERAL

i ASSEMELY HAVE FRUVIUED A CLEAR GUIDELINE AND DRAWN A WAY
- TG A JUST SULUTION, :

8. "AS YOU ARE AKARE, MR, PRESIDENT, THE SYRTAN ARASB
REFUBLIC HAS TAKEN & POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCITVE ATTITUDE

E TOWARD EVERY SINCERL-EFFUNT AIMING AT ESTABLISHING A JUST

R PEACE In THIS ANEA WITH ITS MWIN PRECKREWUISITES BEING ISRAELI
o WITHONAWAL FROM THE UCCUPIEHM ARAB TERRITCORIES AND RECOUGNIw
R TION QF THE RIGHTS UF THE PaLESTINIAN PEOPLE, IN THIS,-

s WE NMAVE BEEN GUIUED BY THIS ObJECTIVE AND WE HAVE BEEN

RESPONSIVE TO THE MEANS INwASeMUCH®AS IT LEADS TO
THIS GREAT UBJECTIVE,

9, "WE CONSIDER THE GENEVA CONFERENGCE, WITH THE PaARTICIRATIGN

CF TnE PALESTINIAN FEOUPLE IN FULL EWUALLITY WITH THE QTHER

CONCERNED PARTIES, AS THE HEST MEANS YO PKROVIDE A

WAY TO DEaAL WITH ALL ASPECTS OF THE SITUATIUN IN URDER TO

REACH & JUST SOLUTION, wWE THINK THAT, WHEN THERE IS A WILL
SEeREF

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE

SECRETARY
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,LHTEVt THE AIM SOUGHT AT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, THERE
; SHOULD BE NU DIFFICULTY IN REACRING AGRzEMENT ON PRUCEOURAL
! MATTERS, AT THE SAME TINE, WwE StLlEVZ THAT THE EXPANSION

UF MEMYERSHIP InN THE CONFERENCE SHOULD BE VIEWED AS 4
FGSITIVZ FALTOR CUNTRLBUTING YO ITS SUCCESS,

N 12, WINwAS~MUCH=AS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ‘

R UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIUNS THROUGH THe GENEVA CDNFERENCn QRENS
THE WAY TU JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THE AReA, THREHTRAGEDY

e ATLL BE ENOKMUUS IN ITS CONSEQUENCES TO aLL PARTIES IF

S ISRASL CONTINWNUES 10 REFY THE INTEKNATIONAL COMMUNITY

i THRUUGH 1TS OEFIANCE UF UNITEU NATIUNS KRESOLUTIUNS WHICH

v REGUIRE WITHOMAWAL FROM THE OCCUPIEL ARAB TERRITORIES

- e

<% AND RECOGNITIUN OF THE INALLENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PEUPLE OF
. PRLESTINE,

o0 41, UPLEASE ACCEPT, MR. PRESIDENT, MY HIGHEST ESTEEM,

SINCERELY, HAFEZ AL=ASAD, PRESIVENT QF THE bYRIAN ARAG
REPUBLIC. !
MURFHY

[PV

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETA“" :
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

TO NSC/S May 28

The attached is the signed original of a mes-
sage from President Asad -- in response to

a short letter from the President to Asad which
was hand-carried by Ambassador Mur phy back
to Syria (recall Murphy, Keating, Eilts and
Pickering were in the US in April for the
policy reassessment) -- which, as State

notes, was previously transmitted by telegram
and of which we are all aware.

This original is for the President's files. No
further action necessary.

R osen&\lﬁ[\viebuss
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___° PRANSMITTAL FORM pate: MAY 2o 575

ifor: Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft
National Security Council
The White House

Pursuant to referral dated = = , NSC No. (if any)
~a copy of which is attached, we are enclosing the following:

lhfbrmatiaﬁ copy . : MU
of direct reply Translatzon Other

~ Draft reply for: Preszdbnt s szgnature Other signature
“ _We believe no response is necessary for the reason cited below

The attached item, which was sent directly to the Department
' of State, is being forwarded for your attention.

We believe no response 18 necessary for the reason czted below

A draft reply is attached h'{ ‘vﬂ_-“A_f ,“;;- '

A draft reply will be forwarded =~ - '7;“-A7;4-:: :f;i""
XX A translation is attached ;,  -*-; - j'-l;j.ﬂ
~ REMARKS:

THIS LETTER MAS TRANSNITTED VIA DAMASCUS 1715 {SECRET/NODIS}
* ON MAY 12. THE. ARABIC TEXT AND TRANSLATION ARE SENT FOR. UHITE
HOUSE RECORDS T :

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION:

- To: PRESIDENT FORD . FXOMi___ pReSTRENT ASAR- OF SYRIA
. Date: 5/11/75 - Subject: ARAB/ISRAELI PROBLEM

. ' Gedfge 5. Springsteen
Executive Secretary <
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His Excellency Gerald R. Ford

President of the United States of America,
Washington

Dear Mr President,

I wish to thank you for your letter dated April 16, 1975
delivered to me by Ambassador Murphy, and in which you affirmed
your determination that the United States would remain fully

engaged in the search for a Just peace in the Middle East.

Ambassador Murphy also reported to me orally on the
deliberations that took place during his stay in Washington,
in connection with the reassessment of American policy toward

the Middle East.

In response to your request, I wish to reaffirm once
again what 1 had stated in our correspondence and in my talks
with your Secretary of State Dr Kissinger, that we 1in the
Syrian Arab Republic sincerely desire that peace based on
justice be established in this area, to put an end to the
tragedies and sufferings of our area during the last twenty

seven years.

By its arrogance, insistence on expansion and persistence
in its aggression against the Palestinian people and the
neighbouring Arab countries, Israel has thwarted efforts to
end these gufferings and blocked Jjust peace which we seek.
Israel based its stand on the worng thinking that armed force
is the means to impose its greed and that armed strength will

always be in its favour.
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We positively view the reassessment of American policy
in the Middle ifast. We believe that objective study of the
elements of the situation and adoption of Jjustice requirements
as a basis for a solution, will greatly contribute to bringing
about Jjust peace eliminating causes of injustice and aggression,
and thereby ceasefire will not become an attempt to freeze the
status quo, and preserve the causes of conflict or the forerunner

for another war.

It is our belief that the United States is certainly
capable of excercising influence on Israel, to make her respond
to the call of reason and heed the will of world society as
represented in the United Nations Organization, whose resolutions
in the Security Council and the General Assembly have provided

a clear guideline and drawn a way to a Just solution.

As you are aware, Mr President, the Syrian Arab Republic
has taken a positive and constructive attitude toward every
sincere effort aiming at establishing just peace in this area
with its main pre-requisites of Israell withdrawal from the
occupied Arab territories and recognition of the rights of the
Palestinian people. In this, we have been guided by this
objective and we have been resposive to the means in-as-much-as

it leads to this great objective.

We consider Geneva conference, with the pwrticipation of
the Palestinian people in full equality with the other concerned
parties, as the best means which provides a way to deal with

all aspects of the situation in order to reach a just solution.
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We think that, when there is a will to achieve the aim sought
at the Geneva conference, there should be no difficulty in

reaching agreement on procedural matters. At the same time, we

k)

believe that the expansion of membership in the conference should

be viewed as a positive factor contributing to its success.

In-as-mauch-as the implementation of United Nations
resolutions through Geneva Conference opens the way to just and
lasting peace in the area, the tragedy will be so big in its
consequences to all parties if Israel continues to defy the
International Community through its defiance to United Nations
resolutions which require withdrawal from the occupied Arab
territories and recognition of the inalienable rights of the

people of Palestine.

Please accept, Mr President, my highest esteemn,

Sincerely,

Hafez Al-Assad
President of the Syrian Arab
Republic

Damascus May )3, 1975

Unofficial Translation
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