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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASIIINGTON March 25, 1975 

Your Royal Highness: 

I want you to know how deeply the loss of His Majesty 
King Feisal will be felt here in the United States, 
as well as in your country and the entire Islamic 
world. He was for many years, as King and Crown 
Prince, a close friend whose strength and vision did 
much to bring relations between our countries and 
peoples to the point where they are today. 

Vice President Rockefeller carries this letter as my 
personal representative. I have asked him to . reassure 
you of our determination to continue to work for a just 
and lasting peace in the Middle East. Secretary 
Kissinger has told me of the very useful talks he has 
had with you during his recent visits to Riyadh. We 
value your advice as we did that of His Majesty 
King Feisal on what cou.rse we should pursue in the 
Middle East, and we hope to continue to work closely 
with Your Highness to achieve our common goals. 

I have also been told of the vision and dedication which 
you have brought to the Joint Commissions, which are 
doing much to further the progress of our two peoples 
and increase their mutual understanding. Let me 
assure you of the overriding importance which the 
United States attaches to the continuance of close and 
friendly relations between our countries, and to the 
hope that, through cooperation, we may together 
proceed toward progress and peace. 

Sincerely, /.o I 
1/4 ./ J 1(. .;;>"<£/ / c/fAt4'-' :A (, 

His Royal Highness 
Fahd ibn Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 
Crown P1·ince and Prime Minister 
Saudi Arabia 
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TI--lE WHITE I-lOUSE 

WASI-IINGTON 

March 25, 1975 

Your Majesty: , 

As I stated in my earlier message to you, the 
tragic death of His Majesty King Feisal is a loss 
which will be deeply felt by the people of the 
United States as well as the people of Saudi Arabia 
and the Islamic World. 

Over the years, His Majesty's leadership and 
wisd01n have brought your country and mine into 
a new relationship which is far deeper than that 
which they had previously enjoyed. Our peoples 
and interests have become truly interdependent 
in this new era, one which all of us wish to be 
marked by common endeavor toward our mutual 
goals of peace, prosperity and continued friendship. 

Your Majesty, this development has been deeply 
gratifying for the United States and it is our hope 
that it will continue. It is my sincere belief that 
our countries can and must work closely together, 
as much so in the future as in the past. There is 
much that each has given the other, and 1nuch 
still that each may continue to give. I look forward 
to a furtherance of this relationship, wherein both 
can continue to derive strength and sustenance 
through cooperation. 

Your Majesty, it is also my hope that from time 
to time we can continue to share with each other 
our views on events and n1atters of importance as 
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we did with His Majesty King Feisal. I hope also to 
benefit from your wise counsel on ways we may 
proceed together toward the attainment of prosperity 
for our countries and a final, just and durable settle
ment in the Middle East. For our part, the United 
States remains determined to work for peace in the 
Middle East. 

I have asked my close colleague the Vice President 
to convey to you personally my deep condolences and 
my good wishes for Saudi Arabia. The Vice President 
fully shares my cormnitment and that of my Government 
to the friendship between our two countries. 

Sincerely, 

His Majesty 
Khalid ibn Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 
King of Saudi Arabia 
Riyadh 
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70 
ACTION 55 ... 25 

R 23Hl55Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMbASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WAS~DC 2481 

e 0 N F I f'l F ~~ 1= I ¥·L J! D D A 55 2 5 

EXOIS 

EoO~ 11652: XGDSQ3 
TAGS~ ENRr, ~ SA~ US v PFOR 

PvS~ DUPE 

SUBJECTt KING 1 S RESPONSE TU PRtS1DEN1 1 S LFTTER OF SEPTf~BER 10 

RtF: STATE 214123 

1o ON SFPTEMBER 22 ACTING FONMIN Obs:uo PREStNTEO CHARGF 
WITH KING KHALID 1 S REPLY TO PREijJDENT FORDiS LETTER OF 
SEPTEMBER 10~ LETTER BEING FOPWAROtD TO NEA/ARP~ ATTENTION 
MRm CECilg EMBASSY TRANSLATION FOLLOWS: 

"IN THE NAME OF GOD THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONATE, 
HIS exCELLENCY PRESIDENT GERALD RQ FORD 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

DEAR MRQ PRESIDENT: 

I RECEIVED YOUR EXCE~LtNC¥ 1 5 LETT~k OATEG SEPTtMBFR 10, 
1975~ WHICH R~ACHEO ME BY MEA~S OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY !N 
JIDDA~ 

IN EXPRESSING TO YOUR EXCE~ltNCV MV APPRECIATION AND 
DEEP ESTEEM FO~ THE N06~E FtE~INGS YOW EXPRtSSEU I 
APPRECIATE PARTICULARLY YOUR PENETRATING W~OERSTANDING 
OF THE PREVAILING CIRCUMSTANCES, AND YOU~ INTtNSE 
DESIRE TO PRESERVE THE LONGSTAN~TNG TkADTTIO~AL FRIEND• 
SHIP WHICH LI~KS OUR TWG FRIENDLY COUNTHitS•~ANO WHICH 
WE HOPE WILL BECOME STRONGER ANU FIRMER WITH THE PASSAGe 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITH8Brt"' ~~~'::trnroRIZATION OF THE EXECUTIV~---SECRETARY 
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Department of State TELEGRAM 

PAGE ~2 JTOOA 06525 23!3l4Z 

OF TIMJ::., ' 

YOUR EXCELLENCY THt:. PRES!O~N'f 

I R•CEIVEn WITH APPREClAT!U~ TriE WISH YOU 
EXPRESSED THAT T~t KINGDOM WHUULD ~A~E AN EFFORT ~IT W 
THE MEMBER STATeS IN OPEC AT TH~ COMING MtE T I~G TO ~TAND 
FIRM AGAINST ANY INCR~ASE IN T~E PRICf~ OF OtLu AS YUUR 
E' X C ELL r: N C Y K N 0 W S ~ i HE K ! ~~ G D U t·i ,) u ~ S N 0 T P tl '!' L Hi I T S 0 N "H!::. 
PRO[HJCTION OF ITS Oll.. v ANL' IT ~A!':!i..ITATES ITS ~ARK ET!NG 
iiJ THOSE WHO 1-E~D IT~ Ii I~ H11 l; i 1a (,Otd ... NUk CUR 01:)JECT 
TU PUSH !HE PRICES OF o:~ UP. TYf SUbJECT QF THF PR~CE 
n ro r 1-l Is v 1 TA L co t·1 r1 o u n v rll.; t1 tv e:. R 10 L l.. r< Et1 A I ~.~ A r~ Ac T I v c 
ONE AT THIS Tl~E FOH THE INDUST~IALIZED AS ~ELL A& T~~ 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES~~UN L ~SS SINCERE EFFORTS CAN 8E CUOR" 
DINATEO TO ~ARROW THE DI FfEREN C~S BETWEEN THEMg 

YOUR EXCELL~NCV TH~ PRtSIDtNlt 

IT IS OAVICUS TO YOUR ~XCELL~NCV !HAT SOME Or THt 
NEMtiER REGIONS IN OPEC ARt:. CA LL ING FOR FtiRThEr< PRICE 
INC~EAS~S IN RESPONSE TO PRtSSUkFS 0~ TH!IR OWN NtEO~ . 
OTHERS CONSIDER PET~OLEUM TOO VALW ASLt A COMMOC!TV ~n 
8E USED AS FUEL~•THEY WOU~D RAT~FR SEE IT U~Ev AS • B~SlC 
ELEMENT IN ~UM~ROUSv IMPORTANT l~OUSTRIAL rROJECTS; IN 
ADD IT ION TO TI1E5E OPEC MEMBER::>~ THF:RE ARE A Nuti~ER OF 
MEMBERS WHO ARE MORt FLrXIBL€ A~r 01~ 1 1SEO TO MODIF Y 
THEIR POSITION TO HARMONIZ~ WIT~ TH_ h~ tDS ~F 7H~ PtO~LtS 
Of THE INDUSTRIALIZED NATIO~S~ BUT HOW CAN ThEbE VA RIOUS 
POSITIONS BE RECONCILED? 

lF THE K!NGDUM l S CU~RE CT ANn WtLLPCONSIDtRE~ VIE~S 
ARE TO PREVAIL UPUN GlH~RS q ANC ~cR ITS DISCUSSlOh ~IT ~ 
THE OTHER OPEC MEHBtR S AT T~E C~M!NG MEETING fO HAVt A 
POSITIVE RESULTg THE bA~ ~ETW EEN MFMBERSi POSITIONS ~UST 
~E NARROWED ON THE ONE ~A~C ANr TMAT THER~ ijE A POSlTIV~ 
DISPOSITION TOWARD THE DESIR ES OF ThE INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES rN THt OThEH y THIS L•T1FR CONDlTIUN 8fCOME S 
PROBA6Lt TO TbE EXTEN T ,HAi TH E AuVANC~O ~EGION ci CAN 
PROFFER ASSISTAN :~ TO SOLVING ThJ ECONOMJC PROBLEMS OF 
THE DEVtLOP!NG ~ATIUNS AND IN P~RT!CU~A~ THt PRO~LEM~ 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR . 
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~AGE 03 JIDDA 05525 231314Z 

OF TH~ OIL PRODUCING NATIUNS~q8V PROVIDING fH~M WITh 
SCIENTIFIC AND TEtHNOkOGlCAL SUPPORT••WHICH WOULD Rt~UL1 
YN MUTUAL EFFECTIVE PARTICIPATION IN PRU~OTING GDQD 
WILL ON BEHALF OR PROSPtRJTY FOR ALL P~OP~E~ 

vouq FXCELLENCY TH~ PRESIDENT~ 

YOUR EXCELLENCY KNOWS THAT IT IS NOT ThE POLICY OF 
THE KI~G~OM TO RAISE THE PRICE UF OIL UNDtR PRESENT CIR~ 
CUMSTANC~S~ THE KI~GUOM IN FACT IS MAKING AN EfFORT TG 
CURB T~E PR~SSURES FOR A FUHTHER INCREASE !N THE ~RirE 
OF UIL AT THE N€XT MEETING OF O~EC ON SEPT~MBER 24~ 1975; 
~UT YOU MYST ALSO KNOW 7HAT ThE KINGOUM OF SAUDI ARAPIA 
DOES NJT WANT TO MAINTAIN A POSITION SINGLEhA~DEnLv IF 
ALL UF THE OTHER OPEC STATES INSIST UPON AN JNCHEAS~ ON 
?R!CES~ SINCE IT CArNOT STAND ISOL4TE0 FROM IrS PARTNERS 
IN OPECu THE K!NGDUM HOWEV~R WIL~ r~Y TO EXERCISE ~HAT~ 
EVER INFLUENCE IT CAN, SO THAT THE AMOU~T OF THt PRICE 
INCREASE WILL Bf REASONABLE AND MODERATE~ THE KINGDOM 
WILL ALSO TRY TO CONVINCE TrlE MtMBER NATIONS uF THF 
IMPORTANCE OF R~ING MODERATE~·PENO!NG THE ACHLEVEMENT 
OF FRUITFUL RESULTS WITH THE·EUNOPFAN STATES IN THE 
OlALOGUE WHICH WILL BE HELD WITh THE OIL PRODUCINb 
NATIONS, THE OI~ CONSUMERS~ AND THF DEVELOPING NATIGNS; 
THE KINGDOM A SNORT TIME AGO 8tGAN MAKING CONTACT~ 
WITH THE OPEC STATES TO THIS ~UR~OSE~ 

I IMPLORE ALMIGHTY GOD TU C~O~N Al~ 0~ YOUH EF~ORTS 
WITH SUCCESS FOR THE BE~T CF OUR TWO FRIENDLY COU~TRIES 
AND FOR THE ENTIRE WORL~~ I WitiH YOUR EXCELLtNCY CON~ 
TlNEn HEALTHi HAPPINESS ANO FELICITY, AND ThAT GOO 
MAV PRESERVE YOU ALWAYS~ 

KHALIO BIN ABO AL~AZ!Z 

(SEAL) 

TAIF ON 15 RAMADAN 13Y5 A,Hu 
CORRES~ONDING TO SEPTEM~ER 20 8 1Q75 A~O~ 
ENO QUilTF.: 10 

Al\tNS 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

DS-1652 
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21 
CR! . .J!N i.>S•25 

DRAfTE~ RV NEA/BWG:WTCLUVERIUS 
APPROVED BY THE 5ECRE1ARY 
NEA ~ ALATHERTONtJR~ 
P .. PHAtHS 
S;S "'OIM;i.ANNER 
1\·SC .. RQAKLEV 

0 7~7414 JUL 76 Z~r4 
.. ~Ec~, ATE wAsnoc 

······-·············· 
~M::MB .. SS1 J!ODA N!ACT IMMEDIATE 

E'niS 

E .. n .. 11652! GDS 

uJH 
TELEGRAM 

027775 

SURJECT: MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO KING KHALID 

t, D~LlVER FOL~OWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT FORO TO KING 
KHAL~D AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. 

2~ BE.GI ~ TEXT: YOUR MAJESTY, 

I wANT ~OU TO KNOW HOW VERY MUCH I APPRECIATE THE EFFECTIV! 
ASS!STAN'E WHICH YOU AND YOUR GOVERNMENT RENDERED US IN 
OuR SL!t.C,.F.S.:FU,.. EFFORTS TO BRING A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF 
AMERICAN ANO OiHfR CITIZENS OUT OF BEIRUT IN SAFETY. ~E 
WERE GRA r!ED THAT WITH THIS ASSISTANCE THE DIFFICULTIES 
W~ ENC0~NT2RFD WriEN WE ~ERE PREPARING OUR ROAD CONVOY 
WE t:. lJl fiMATEI..Y REMOVED., 

T H t S i' -~ ~ .' K I N 0 0 F C 0 0 P 1: ~AT 1 0 N W H 1 C H , l AM • SURE ~ i.4 ll: L L • 
CuN r:f., ,r· '"' CHARACTERIZE OUR REL.ATIONS AS WE WORr< TOGETHER 

~.,.... 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT \f/:t~ORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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Department of State m.EGRAM 

PAGE 02 STATE 185263 

TO BRING TO THE MIDEAST A JUST AND LASTING PEACE. 

WARM REGARDS, 

r,ERALO R~ FORO. END TEXT, KISSINGER 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATJON OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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PAGE 01 STATE 1~2Q37 

60 
ORIGIN SS•25 

INFO OCT•01 IS0•00 S80•00 NSCE•00 /026 R 

DRAFTED BY NSCIRNIEHUSSICEK 
APPROVED BV P • MR HABIB 
NEA • MR DUBS 
NSC • MRg HOUGHTON CPHONEl 
S/S w OI~RMACFAR~ANE 

0 2023!55Z JUN 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

••••a•••••••••••••••• 

TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA IM~EDIATE 

&-! C • E T STATE 152Q37 

EXOIS 

E" .011652: GDS 

TAGSI PFOR, US, SA 

SUBJECTS PRESIDENTIA~ MESSAGE TO KlNG KHA~lD 
REFS SECTO 17005 CC~EA~ANCE OF TEXT) 

vsvf 
TELEGRAM 

003663 

1u · P~EASE CONVEY THE FO~~OWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT FORD 
TO KING KHA~ID AT THE EAR~IEST OPPORTUNITYI 

2e BEGIN TEXT: 

YOUR MAJESTYI I WAS VERY GRATIFIED, AS I KNOW YOU MUST 
HAVE BEEN, AT THE SUCCESSFU~ DEPARTURE OF MORE THAN TWO 
HUNDRED AMERICAN AND OTHER FOREIGN NATIONALS BY SEA FROM 
BEIRUT TODAY. YOUR MAJESTVVS GOVERNMENT'S SYMPATHY AND 
SUPPORT DURING THIS DIFFICULT AND, FOR us, TRAGIC PERIOD 
WERE MOST APPRECIATED. SUCH COOPERATION, I NEED HARDLY 
ADO, HAS A~WAYS BEEN A HA~LMARK OF AMERICAN•SAUOI RELA• 
TIONSv AND I AM CONFIDENT THAT IT WI~~ SUSTAIN OUR EFFORTS 
IN THE FUTUREQ WARM PERSONAL REGARDS, GERALD R. FORD. END 
TEXT" ROBINSON 

"=SiB RET 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT rb'l~~~liiR\ZATION o"h~E\,EXECJTIVE SEC~ETARY 
. ' . . . ~-
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MEMORANDUM 
\ ~\\-·r ~:~ ~ ~ ~· h" 

NATIONAL SEGUR TY COUNCIL OUTSIDE SYSTEM 

ACTION 

~RET /NODIS/SENSITIVE (GDS) 
WITH=T-GP SEGRE!¥/NODIS/CHEROKE ATTACHMENT 

Septer.nber 16, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOW~FT 
'\ 

' ROBERT HOR , TS 
ROBERT B. OA LE~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Letter to King Khalid 

Attached at Tab A is a letter fror.n the President to King Khalid following 
up on Fahd 's discussions with Ar.nbassador Porter with respect to oil 
prices (Tab B). The r.nain objective of the letter is to atter.npt to lock the 
Saudis into the position taken by Fahd, in Khalid 1 s nar.ne, opposing any 
decision this year to increase oil prices. If we can hold the Saudis to 
this, it will at least r.nean no price rise at the Decer.nber OPEC r.neeting, 
buying us several r.nonths r.nore of status quo. It could produce a price 
freeze of longer duration, but this is r.nore probler.natical. As an encourage
r.nent to Fahd and Khalid, the letter indicates that the U. S. will follow 
their advice and r.nake known to other OPEC countries (especially Iran 
and ~enezuela) our opposition to a price increase. It also underlines 
our positive approach in the dialogue with the developing countries, but 
without linking that dialogue directly to oil price-related issues. 

This general line of approach is fully consistent with the r.ner.no subr.nitted 
by HAK for the President 1 s r.neeting with Saud. The text has been cleared 
by Roy Atherton. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you approve the urgent transr.nission of this 
letter by State for delivery to King Khalid. 

DECLASSWlED 
E.O. 1%958, SEC. 3.5 

NSC VEUO, 11124188, STATE 1.\:111. GUIDELINES st.it.~ .J ,e...;r 9/ t1 (b "1J 
BY }J,n NAflA DATE 311 I dl,.( 

' t J 1 
Subject to GDS of E. 0. 11652 
Autor.natically Downgraded at Two 
Year Interval~ and Declassified on 

S~CRE'rfNODIS/SENSITIVE (GDS) Decer.nber 31, 1984. 
WITH T-QP SEGBET/NODIS/CHEROKEE ATTACHMENT 
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Your Majesty: 

DRAFT 
9/16/76 

I have read with great interest the reports of Prince Fahd's 

conversation with Ambassador Porter. I am extremely encouraged by 

Prince Fahd's statement that Your Majesty is against any increase in 

the price of oil and will not approve a price rise this year. I recall with 

deep appreciation your earlier private assurances that Saudi Arabia 

would do everything it could to prevent a price increase at the last OPEC 

Ministerial Meeting in Bali. The outcome demonstrated clearly the 

decisive role played by your representative. I hope that the outcome 

of the OPEC Ministerial Meeting in December will reflect Your Majesty's 

view that the subject of an increase in oil prices "should not be considered 

this year. 

Saudi opposition to a price increase is indeed a highly constructive 

position of major benefit to all nations of the free world. Saudi Arabia's 

leadership in resisting price increases over the last year has helped 

industrialized and developing nations make progress toward economic 

recovery, and contributed to the dramatic reduction in the rate of inflation 

in industrial products so damaging to all countries. This improved economic 

situation has had important political benefits, for example in Portugal and 

other Western European nations. Your decision to continue this policy 

will be extremely beneficial to the many nations which still face major 

economic difficulties. It will be especially helpful to my efforts to strengthen 

DEC!J\SS~FIED 

E.O. 12~3, SEC. 3.5 " 
NSC MEMO, 11124lia, STATE Ci:f'T. GUIUEUNES )~ ~.;~~ 't/11} o'3 
BY t.ld I NARA, DATE ' 2/Ci/ M/ 
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United States .. Saudi relations and to resist pressures which would have 

the effect of weakening our ties. 

You can be certain that we are taking your advice in making 

approaches to other OPEC countries, emphasizing the importance to 

the global economy of no increase in the price of oil. We recognize the 

burden you have borne in bringing wisdom to the councils of OPEC and 

agree that every effort must be made to help others understand the 

correctness of your policy. 

Let me, in addition, add a word about our overall relations with 

the developing nations. The United States has made, and will continue 

to make, a genuine effort to seek constructive solutions to issues 

between the developed and developing nations. We have been at the 

forefront of the effort to provide resources and positive ideas to promote 

the development process and to give developing nations an improved role 

in the international economy. As Your Majesty knows, there are 

differences between developed and developing nations. But we believe 

that they can be best resolved through a constructive dialogue and close 

cooperation. We have in the dialogue attempted to be frank and clear 

about our limitations and to be equally clear about the many initiatives 

which we are willing to take to achieve success. Continued close 

cooperation between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the United Stales, 

and with other likeininded nations, can considerably strengthen prospects 

• 
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for overcoming problems and achieving positive solutions beneficial 

to the developing countries. Working together in a leadership role and a 

harmonious spirit, our two nations have a real opportunity in the coming 

months and years to help achieve genuine progress in the interest of 

\ all peoples. 

t}~\:'\~ ~ 

- - .. __ _ 

rP v~· ' L 

I very much appreciated the opportunity to discuss these and 

other problems of mutual concern with Prince Saud bin Faysal, just 

as I greatl 

-r_ L?~ 
Sincerely, 

appreciated my talks last June with Prince Abdullah. L \ . ~ . . ·J 
J.(, -.:>\ c~~ .... t<v~ Ci- ~ >"-'- ~(... ~ '1 '<.o<--r 1 ~ \ ~ ... ' 

pv-.~·~l'L1 , 

[Gerald R. Ford] 

His Majesty 
Khalid ibn Abd al-Aziz Al-Saud 
King of Saudi Arabia 
Jidda 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 29, 1976 

Your Majesty: 

I have received Your Majesty's letter of September 13, 
1976, conveyed to me by His Royal Highness Prince Saud 
Al-Faisal, in which you expressed your concern about the 
opposition of some members of Congress to proposed sales 
of military equipment to Saudi Arabia. I appreciate 
Your Majesty's warm sentiments of friendship and your 
commitment to maintain and s~lidify the good relations 
between our two countries. I fully share this commitment. 

As Your Majesty is aware, my Administration has made a 
major effort with the Congress to defend our relationship 
with Saudi Arabia. We have succeeded in defeating 
legislative proposals which would have been harmful to 
our economic relations and prevented certain military 
sales to your country. In doing this, we have been well 
aware of the necessity of avoiding any interruption in 
the modernization of Your Majesty's armed forces or in 
the assistance the United States is providing in the 
security field. More fundamentally, I wished to avoid 
any action which might have cast doubt upon the soundness 
of the close relationship which has been of such great 
benefit to both our countries through the years. 

Our actions in this regard have been part of an intense 
and continuing effort to build public support for an 
even closer relationship with Saudi Arabia. We have been 
aided in this task by our ability to point to so many areas 
of cooperation between our two nations, and to the moderate 
positions taken by Saudi Arabia on a number of issues of 
international importance, including in particular the 
constructive role played by Saudi Arabia in international 
oil affairs. 

DEOLA88WI!D 
E.O. 1%958, SEC. 3.5 
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I was most gratified to lea~n in my recent meeting with 
Prince Saud, and from reports of Ambassador Porter's 
meeting with Crown Prince Fahd last month, that Your 
Majesty does not intend to approve an oil price increase 
this year. Your earlier assurance that Saudi Arabia would 
do everything it could to prevent a price increase at the 
last OPEC Ministerial meeti~g in Bali was most welcome, 
and the outcome clearly demonstrated the decisive role 
played by your nation. 

Saudi Arabia's moderate policy in oil matters has worked 
to support both the economic health and the political 
stability of non-communist nations. Your wise leadership 
in resisting price increases over the last year has aided 
both industrialized and developing nations toward economic 
recovery. However, as you are aware, this economic 
recovery remains extremely fragile and uneven, and 
enormous trade imbalances have further eroded the already 
weak borrowing ability of a number of nations. A new 
increase in the price of oil in January, which-some 
members of OPEC are advocating, would add new and perhaps 
unmanageable stress to trade balances and creditworthiness. 
It would also rekindle inflationary pressures and hamper 
economic recovery, particularly among the oil-importing 
developing countries and in those key industrialized nations 
whose political fabric and orientation is already strained 
by economic difficulties. These effects could contribute to 
a process of political radicalization in crucial areas where 
stability is essential to the kind of world order I believe 
we both seek. 

Your Majesty's continued opposition to increases in the price 
of oil, therefore, would be of substantial benefit to global 
political stability as well as economic well-being. It will 
also be very helpful in building broader public support in 
the United States for close relations with Saudi Arabia. 
Conversely, a price increase next year would come as a 
serious blow to your friends in the Administration and the 
Congress who have worked hard and successfully to resist 
actions which would have damaged those relations. 

Your Majesty can be certain that we have adopted your 
government's advice on making strong approaches to other 
OPEC countries, emphasizing the importance to the global 
economy of avoiding an increase in the price of oil. We 
would like to discuss this matter further with your govern
ment after we have had a chance to study the replies of 
other OPEC governments • 
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Working together in a leadership role and a harmonious 
spirit, our two countries have an opportunity in the 
coming months and years to help achieve continuing 
progress toward economic and political stability in 
the world, and toward a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East. I welcome and applaud your own dedication, 
and reaffirm the commitment of the United States to this 
noble purpose. 

Sincerely, 

His Majesty 
Khalid Ibn Abd Al-Aziz Al-Saud 
King of Saudi Arabia 
Jidda 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

11/10 

TO NSC/S 

Attached is the original letter from King 
Khalid of Saudi Arabia to the President (in 
Arabic} which Prince Saud delivered during 
his Sept. 17 meeting with the President. 
We did a talker for that meeting and this 
original can be closed out with it. [We are 

,....-7trying to find a copy of the translation but 
the main point is that the President has already 
sent a reply to this letter -- State NODIS 
telegram 267995 of October 30 to Jidda.] 

Rose~Niehuss 
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Department of State 
'l;)~' 

seeReT 041~ 

PAr.E 01 JtonA 07941 ~9P024! 
A2 
-'CTinN ss .. ae 

n R ~91900! DEC 16 
FM AMEMBASSY JtOnA 

...................... 

TO S!CSTAT! WASHOC N!ACT IMM!OtATE 6!5A 
TNFO AMCONSUL OHAHRAN 

~-' e R! T-JIODA '9A1 

TELEGRAM 

DBCLASSIPIED 
B.O. 119~8. SK. 3.5 

u..... Dept Guideliaell s~~v .. a.....T 

., ..., .MRA.o. .yyaw 
F.n. 1UU521 ~os 
TAr.SI ENRG, SA, US, P~OR, !IND 
~URJECTI KtN~S LETTER TO PRESIDENT FORD 

BOYCOTT 
ON OIL PRICES AND 

~. EMBASSY R!C!IV!O 'TELE~RAM F~OM ~XNG KHALlO TO PRESIDENT ~ORO 
nN THURSDAY, DECEMBER gl TELEGRAM WAS IN ~ORM OF LETTER AND 
nR~GINAL WILL BE POUCM!O TO NEA/ARP, ATTNI MR. C!C%~, 'EMBASSY 
TRANSLATION FOLLOWSI . 

QUOTE I 

OATEI 1A/t2J1~98 AH CORRESPONDING TO 9/1211978 AD 
TF!LEGRAM 

HI~ EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORO 
~RFSIOENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
WA~HINGTON 

THE A~BASSAOOR OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA IN 
WA~H!NGTON INFORMEn ME OF YOUR EXCELLENCY'S OHA~ MESSAGE 
~Nn nF THE FRIENDLY DISCUSSION THAT TOOK PLACE BETWEEN 
VOIIR EXC!LL-ENCV ANO HI~S!LF ABOuT Tti! POSITION W~ltH ·THE 
MEM6FRS OF O~EC ~IGHT TAKE CONeERNING THE PRICES OF 
nii AT T~EIR cnt.1ING MEETING,. 

I AM HAPPY TO C~NVEV TO YOUR EXCELLENCY MY DEEP · -
TH4NI<S A"JO- EXTREME •PPRECIAT!ON FO~ YOUR EXPRESSION$ OF '·· 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Me~~ 

FORM-- .......... 
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Department of Stale TELEGRAM 

~ono F!!LING TMWARO M£, AN~ TOWARD THE KINGDOM O' SAUD! 
~RA6IA, I LlK!WIS! APP~ECIAT! TM~ PE-C!PT10N ANQ 
IINnERSTAND!Na VQU 1~0~!0 CONCIA~ING TH! !NTiANATlONAL llTUAT!ON 
TN G~NERA~i AND TH! PQSITlON 0~ TH! •co~ AND 
nEUELOPlNG 8TATE8 !N PARTI~ULAA, ~HEN ANV tNCR!AII 
ncr.u~S IN TH! PA!C! OF OIL. 

CONCERN!NA TH! PAIC! "' OIL, Wf APP~EClAT! VQUM 
~xr.EL~ENCY'I CLARIPXCATION, AND UNDOU8TED~V YOU AP.R!C!ATI 
TH~ !F~OATS WHICH TH! KINGnOM ~A~E TO FReE%! TH! P-IC! 
nF OTL FOR 15 MQNT~SJ WE O!FtNtTF-LV WANTED TO PRO~ONG 
THTS P!RtOn AT THE COMING ~EPTING OF OPEC, HOW!V!R, 
THF INCREASING DEMA~D FOR OIL ~A' LEO TO A RISE IN 
•T~ PRICE, LIGHT ARA~lAN CRUDE IS NOW StLLING AT 
MQWE T~AN 11? PER 8ARREL INSTEAD OF f11 1 51••THAT 11, AN 
TN~RFASE OF ~ ~ERCENT AaOVF TH~ POST~D P~ICE, THE 
r.ONSIIM~R 111.1 F.URQPE AND A~E~ICA ~NO JA.PAN, MOREOVE~, Jl 
~AVIN~ THIS PRICE, WHILE THE 01~ COM~ANI~S ARE 8!N!~ITtNm ,ROM 
THF OlFFERENTIAL. TME ~RICFS OF PETRO~!UM FROM OTH~M M@MBIR 
NATIONS tN OPEC HAVE RISEN ~V MORt THAN ' PERCENT, T~E 
Kl~GnoM, NEYERTH~L!$,, $~ALL CONTINUE ITS !FFO~TS WlTH ITS 
~RTE~OS TN OPEC TO LIG~T~N THE eU~Dt~, ANO TO •RH1VE AT TH£ 
t.O'~EST 1NC~EA$E' (IN THE: PRICE C1F OIL.) l'HAT 18 ~tASONAdLE AND 
~cr.r.PTAt1L.E, 

THERE IS ANOTWER ~ATT~~ wHICH ~A, TOUCHED ON IN T~E 
~I~GUSSION T~AT TOOK PLACE 8!TWEE~ YOU~ EXC~LLENCY 
llNI) Tr1E SAUDI .A~AfHAN AfJI'iA~SA(}rJ~, NA~ELY, TiiF. M~TT!R 
nf T>-4€: UPPOSITIO~ TO Ti<fC: ~.-,YCU'fT oro ISlolAEL., 

TH~ ARA" HOVCOTT OF ISRAEL ~~S NOT ~ORN YHST~MUAV 
rJI-( f'CJD~Y' RATHF'~ 11' OATt::S BACK 25 VEARS, (ANr, WE 8!L.IEVt0 
T~~r T~IS TOPIC tS eElNij RAISe~ NO~ ONLY TO ~IVl~E 
•~tl ~lSRUPT TH~ THAOtTlONAL FHltNOSHIP WHlCH 8IND8 T~E 
i I ~d :' ~- D ~ T ATE S All Hi l IS 'f ~ .AJ' 1 T I aN 4 !.. F ~ l f~ N' $ , 'H1 E A~ A" 
~TAff5, MQMfOVf~, AR€ NOT TrlE FlR~T TO XMPU$~ A ~OYCOTTI NUM!ROUS 
n"f"'itk 
QT4l~~ HlVE TA~~N, A~U ARE TAKING, AND SW~L~ TAK~ SlMlLA~ 
~f•~UHES W~EN T~~ CIQCUM5T~NCf~ ~!Q~I~E·•ANO AMO~G TMEM 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
· -ers ... ff~ 

I:'OIUI-- ----
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iF!SRE-' 

J!OnA 079~1 A920~4Z 

TS T~E UNITEO STAT~S OF AM!R!CA ITSELF. AND AS FOR 
i IFT!NG THE ~OVCOTT, THIS IS A ~ATTER WHICH RELATES TO 
WH4T ISRAEL MANIFESTS IN THE WAY OF GOOD INTENTIONS 
ANn TO ISRAEL'S RESPONSIVENESS IN ACCEPTING A PEACEFUL, JUST, AND 
PERMANENT SETTLEMENT THAT WILL SATISFY ALL PARTIES TO TH! CONFLICT~ 

I MUST NOT FAIL TO POINT nuT THAT I NOTED 
WITH PR~lSE ANO GRATIFICATION PRESIDENT• 
~L~Ci JI~MV CA~TFR'S REMARK THAT THE STATE• 
Mf~TS nuRING HIS ELECTORAL CAMPATGN ABOUT AID 
TO I~RAEL WERE AIMED AT LOCAL CONSUMPTION ONLY, AND 
THAT rl~ WQULO OPPOSE THE PASSAGE OF ANV LAW IN 
tMF ~UTURE AGATNST THE BnVCOTT OF ISRAEL, (WE ESTEF.M ALSO 
~zs STATEMENT) T~AT HE WOULD PRESSURE ISRAEL 
NOT TO TAK~ ANV AGGR~SSIVE ACTION AGAINST THE 
'R4~S IN T~E SOUTH OF LE~ANO~, T~IS l$ UNDOUBTEDLY 
~ ~UOD OMEN ~0~ THE TERM OF TH~ PRESIDENT ELECT, AND 
F'Q~ THIE: SAKP. OF ~lS COUNTRY AN', THE ENTIRE 
wQWLl'; "~ WI~H HI~ SUCCESS A~O G~UO FO~TUNE DURING HIS TER~ 
T~ OFFICE~ I E~P~ES5 Tn YOUR EXCELLENCY, IN 
~T NAMF, EST~EM A~~ APPRFCIATlON FDR THE ASSISTANCE ANO 
TH~ C~fA4 UNU[QSTA~OING T1~T ~-5 M.RKfD VQUR ADMINISTRATION'S 
(~~LATtUNS TMWARO) THE ~INGDOM ~~ 
~A~TICUL'R' AND T~E ~"A3 riORLC lN GE~tWAL, I PRAISE VOUR 
K E ~'-<' N t i "Hl E" R S T A N lJ l ~J G 0 " T :1 E C 0 All P L t: X l i I E S 0 F I N T f R N A T I 0 N A L 
PJI I"flCSg ANtJ VOUR ~~OeLE POSITIO\l CN 8EHAI..F' Of RIGHT A~'O 
. ! •..1 ~ r I c E ~~ I ~u s '..1 v o '·' R ~ x c e: L. L E ~., c v A PEAce: F u 1.. 1.. I F E 
~0~JOl~t0 ~ITH ~ASTING HFA~Trl, HAP~INESS, AND CONTINUED 
~w~c~SS: FOR THf PEOPI..E DF TME 
~~: ... trFu sTATe~ uF' A"'~ERICA, t "..ISH PROG~Ess A:·ltJ PRO:>PE~ITY. 

~I~ ROYAL HIGHNESS THE CHOriN PRINC~ ANO HIS 
~:~ ::: v t.. L H ! t; t1 ~t.! E S S !" R I t·• C J:'.' S A t .1 0 A L F A I S A L ( ~ 1.. S 0 ) S E ~J 0 T H f I R B F. S T 
·-.rsn~S ·ro Y•11q;~ EXC'"'L.LE!\ICV; t'1AY GOO ?Rt::SE:RVE VQU AND I-lAVE 
v ~,~1 l A L '.; ,11, v s I "" H ! s t( E E P I:'l r; • 
r .~:: ,i\ L J 

F :•. ' ' :J ' i t}l E 
!:'' ·.~ t..- r .,,. ;~ 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUHVE.~ECi~TARY 
.- ~i(;fi?!iT 
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ROYAL EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

December 13, 1976 

20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a 

message from His Majesty King Khalid Bin Abdul-

Aziz to Your Excellency with an unofficial trans-

lation. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances 

of my highest esteem and profound respects. 

Cordially, 

AAA/cig 

.... ~ .. 

•,"f.,.~':'\ 
· .. ,_ :) 
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ROYAL EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Ref. No. 1.5.3.761 

His Excellency President Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States of America 

We have received Your Excellency's verbal message 

which was conveyed to us by the Ambassador of Saudi Arabia 

in Washington and took note of Your Excellency's friendly 

discussion with him on the possible outcome of the coming 

meeting of OPEC with regard to oil prices. 

It gives us great pleasure to express to Your Excellency 

our profound thanks and gratitude for the kind feelings which 

you expressed toward us and toward Saudi Arabia. We also 

appreciate your full understanding and comprehension of the 

international situation in general, and the position of the 

poor and developing countries in particular in case of an in-

crease in oil prices and Your Excellency's elucidation on 

that matter. We are certain that you appreciate Saudi 

Arabia's efforts which led to freezing the oil prices for 

fifteen months. We were hoping to extend this period in the 

coming meeting of OPEC. However, the increase of demand on 

oil led to the increase of its prices. Arabian Light Crude 

Oil is sold now for more than $12.00 per barrel instead of 

$11.51, an increase of 5 per cent of the posted price. The 

oil companies became the only beneficiaries from this 

difference which the consumers in Europe, America, and Japan 

are paying. Also, the oil prices of the other members of 

OPEC were increased for more than 5 per cent . 

• 
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ROYAL EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

-2-

Nevertheless, Saudi Arabia will continue its endeavors 

with its friends in OPEC to alleviate the burden and to 

reach a reasonable and acceptable minimum increase. 

There was another matter which the discussion between 

Your Excellency and the Saudi Ambassador touched upon, that 

is, the opposition to the boycott of Israel. 

Mr. President, the Arab boycott of Israel is not a 

product of yesterday or today; it has been in existence for 

twenty five years. To stir up the subject at this particular 

time is to invite suspicion and cast doubts on the traditional 

friendship between the United States and the Arabs. Moreover, 

the Arab countries are not the first, nor the only, countries 

that apply the boycott. The United States itself and many 

other countries applied and are still applying such a procedure 

whenever the need arises. Bearing in mind, however, that 

ending the boycott depends entirely on Israel's intentions 

and its receptivity to a durable, just, and peaceful solution 

acceptable to all the parties involved in the dispute. 

Here we would like to take this opportunity to respond 

with appreciation and praise to President-elect Jimmy Carter's 

allusion that the statements on assistance to Israel which he 

made in the course of his presidential campaign were intended 

only for domestic consumption; that he will oppose in the 

future any legislation against the boycott of Israel, and that 

• 
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he will use leverage on Israel to prevent it from committing 

any act of aggression against the Arabs in Southern Lebanon. 

Undoubtedly, this is a good initiative on his part, and we 

would like to wish him every success during his presidency 

for the good of his country and the world at Jarge. 

We also would like to express to Your Excellency our 

deepest appreciation for the assistance and the understanding 

which Saudi Arabia in particular, and the Arab World in 

general, have received during your Administration; praising 

your profound comprehension of the intricacies of the inter-

national situation and your noble stands for the causes of 

right and justice. We wish Your Excellency a serene and 

tranquil life filled with happiness, success, and continued 

good health and progress and prosperity for the friendly 

people of the United States. His Royal Highness the Crown 

Prince and His Royal Highness Prince Saud Al Faisal convey 

to Your Excellency their high regards and esteem. 

May God protect you. 

Khalid Bin Abdul~Aziz 

December 10, 1976 

• 
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THE 'YHITE HOUSE 

'VASHINGTON 

December 29, 1976 

Your Majesty: 

I wish to express to you directly my personal admiration 
for Saudi Arabia's demonstration of responsible leader
ship at the OPEC Ministerial Conference in Doha. While 
I continue to fear that even a modest increase may lead 
to unfortunate setbacks among developed and developing 
economies, your own example of restraint was most 
commendable and, I am sure, very difficult under the 
circumstances. 

I regret that most of the other OPEC nations were not 
motivated by the same sense of shared concern for the 
health of the world economy upon which we all depend. 
However, Your Majesty's determination to stand firmly 
against the many pressures for a larger price rise and 
to increase your country's oil production has made an 
important contribution to the cause of international 
cooperation which is an important goal for both our 
nations. It has also moderated significantly what 
could otherwise have been a dangerous blow to the 
world economy at a particularly difficult time. 

I know that my feelings are shared by countless 
Americans and others throughout the world who 
see in your decision a further example of the 
responsible approach to world problems which has 
been a characteristic of Saudi Arabian foreign 
policy and which has so ably and conscientiously 
been maintained under your leader ship. I am 
confident that the United States will, for its part, 
continue to work closely with Your Majesty's 
Government for the solution of global economic 
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problems within a framework of cooperation between 
developed, oil-producing and developing nations. The 
United States will also continue to work with Saudi 
Arabia as it pursues its efforts to bring about further 
progress in this coming year toward our shared 
objective of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East. 

In closing, I wish to reaffirm my appreciation for 
Your Majestyts wise leadership and for the contribu
tions which you and Your Majesty's Government have 
made to the enhancement of relations between our two 
countries -- a relationship of such immense importance 
to regional and world peace and stability. May Your 
Majesty continue to enjoy the fullest blessings of 
health, happiness and prosperity in the future. 

With warm good wishes, 

His Majesty 
King Khalid bin Abdul Aziz al Saud 
King of Saudi Arabia 
Jidda 
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