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Mr. George S. Springsteen 
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Presidential Letter to King Faisal 
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Attached for immediate transmittal by cable to Embassy Jidda 
is a revised Presidential letter to King Faisal. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 29, 1974 

Your Majesty: 

I want to thank you for your thoughtful letter of 
August 12. I appreciated your response to my 
initial message as President to you, as the leader 
of a country with which we share a major interest 
in world developments. We have both affirmed our 
intense desire to achieve a just and permanent peace 
in the Middle East. 

As you know, within the past weeks we have had 
talks here with Foreign Minister Allon, Foreign 
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Minister FahYllY.- Kin0a Hussein ~nd :Pri:n.J.c lvfi.i.!il:ijtt:r w: ., i 
Rifai, and Foreign Minister Khaddam and now ~.';. 
Foreign Minister Saqqaf. While Secretary Kissinger t 

is naturally bearing the principal burden in our f:. 
consultations with the various Foreign Ministers, F 

~ I am also giving my personal attehntion to these ~· 
consultations and am meeting wit each Minister t; ----·---·--·t, ... · ..• , -·-----visiting Washington;- -tncluding~--with pleasure~-- -· . 
Foreign Minister Saqqaf. 

Even though the consultation process is still con­
tinuing, I would like to share my views with Your 
Majesty. One question that we have been exploring 
is the issue of when negotiations can be undertaken 
between Jordan and Israel with a view to restoring 
Arab authority in some part of the West Bank. Such 
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,,, ,,·~·"'"'~development need not prejudice the outcome of 
efforts now under way to resolve the question of 
the respective roles of Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. It remains our firm 
policy that no settlement is possible without taking 
into account the legitimate interests of the Pales­
tinian people. Another possibility we have been 
exploring concerns the next step in negotiations 
between Egypt and Israel. Meanwhile, we have 
assured Minister Khaddam that we have Syria's 
concerns very much in mind. To all, we have 
been emphasizing the need to generate further 
momentum on which we can build, wherever this 
may be possible, as we look toward reconvening 
the Geneva Conference later in the year. Our 
objective is to get agreement among the various 
parties on the most expeditious way to start the 
next stage of the negotiations. 

I hav'3 mvited Prime Minister Rabin to come to 
Washington in the first part of September. We will 
then have a clearer view of what the next step or· 
steps should be, subject to further early talks with 
the various Foreign Ministers, when the General 
Assembly of the United Nations convenes .in New York. 

Your Majesty, you have been very kind in your 
remarks on the progress achieved to date toward 
reaching a just and permanent peace in the Middle 
East as a result of the determination and efforts of 
President Nixon and Secretary Kissinger. I agree .. 

5- with you that what has been achieved thus far has 
checked the efforts that the Soviet Union has expended 
during the past twenty years. We will continue to 
make a major effort to move the negotiations forward 
as rapidly as the complexities of the situation allow. 
Meanwhile, we are urging all concerned to maintain 
the attnosphere of calm in the area which is so 
important to the success of efforts to achieve peace. ~~ . >' ., 
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Your Majesty, I believe it is appropriate on this 
. ,,:~~::{:t(.'i;:,: occasion to express my appreciation for the aware­

ness you have shown of the many important ratnifi­
cations of the question of petroleum prices. A few 
months ago it was hoped that the inflationary impact 
of oil price increases could somehow be ~ontained,. 
Now if is clear that high oi:Cprices remain a major 
agent of inflation in many countries. Each month 
the world economy is finding the adjustm~nt to the 
high price of oil more difficult. With the common 
prosperity in jeopardy, there are bound to be serious 
effects on political systems and relationships unless 
the problem is contained. It is my understanding 
that Your Majesty has recognized these broad dangers. 
It is my hope that, with Your Majesty's leadership 
as an example, the principal oil-producing countries 
will adopt a statesmanlike posture that will lead to 
a pricing structure more in accord with the capabili­
ties of the world economy. 

I said 1n my first letter to Your .M:co.jesty that I place 
exceptional importance on the chance to consult with 
you from time to time on matters of high common 
interest. I atn sending this letter to you in that spirit. 

Sincerely yours, 

/k41{~nl· 

His Majesty 
Faisal ibn Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 
King of Saudi Arabia 
Jidda 
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MEMORANDUM 

...SEGRE-TlNODIS (XGDS) 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 
3705 

August 29, 1974 

THE PRESIDENT 

HENRY A. KISSINGER fc 
Letter to King Faisal 

King Faisal responded promptly to your initial message as President, 
reaffirming his own well-known positions and also expressing support 
for our continued efforts to help achieve an Arab-Israeli peace. (Tab B) 

I do not foresee the need for you to keep up a steady, heavy corres­
pondence with Faisal but I believe that it would be helpful for you to 
write him from time to time and that another letter at this time would 
be helpful. It will not be easy to get a consensus among all the 
concerned parties as to just what the next step should be in the Middle 
East peacemaking effort, and just when it should be undertaken. It will 
probably take all the ingenuity we can muster to get such a consensus 
and to contain the momentum that may build up, at least in Syria, for 
another round of fighting if the pace of negotiations is slower than the 
Arabs want. Although Saudi Arabia is not one of the immediate parties 
to the dispute, it has been in a position to exert increasing influence 
on the Arab states which need to negotiate with Israel. It is therefore 
important that we do what we can to keep King Faisal on our side so 
that he will counsel restraint at critical points. 

There is another reason why I believe a message from you to Faisal 
at this time would be timely. This involves the price of oil. Although 
Saudi Arabia benefits from the same high prices as other oil producers, 
at least some key Saudi leaders have favored efforts to bring prices 
down to a more reasonable level. We understand Faisal is among these. 
On the other hand, the Saudis recently called off a plan to auction a 
considerable volume of oil, which would presumably have tended to 
bring prices down. Our Ambassador has now reported that the Saudi 

XGDS- 3 
DECLAS - Date Impossible to Determine. 
BYAUTH- Dr. Henry A. Kissinger 
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- 2 -

decision regarding the auction remains in question, and he conveyed 
the suggestion of the Saudi Petroleum Minister that a letter from you 
to King Faisal would be extremely helpful at this time. I think Faisal 
will be impressed by hearing from you of the serious view we take 
concerning the present high level of prices, and I believe it may 
encourage him to continue to seek a way to bring them down. 

The letter attached for your signature shows appreciation for Faisal' s 
viewpoints and objectives while it seeks his support of our positions on 
both Middle East peacemaking and oil. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the letter to King Faisal at Tab A . 

• 



Letter from King Faisal of Saudi Arabia to President Ford, dated August 

12, 1974. SeePe~fNodis. 

11ln the name of God the merciful, the compassionate, His Excellency 

the President Gerald R. Ford, President of the United States of America, 

I received Your Excellency's letter which was dispatched on the day you 

took up the office of President of the United States of America. I repeat 

to Your Excellency my congratulations on (assuming this position and I 

thank you for your sincere best wishes and noble feelings; I pray that 

Almighty God may cause you to succeed by His grace and confirm your 

steps on the path of righteousness so that you might continue the efforts 

exerted by your predecessor, His Excellency President Richard Nixon. 

Your Excellency the President, you know full well the tribulations 

and tragedies that have befalled the region of the Middle East as a result 

of the creation of the state of Israel in the heart of the region. I assure 

Your Excellency that all of the Arab states desire the establishment of 

permanent peac:e throughout the region based upon right and justice. They 

are confirmed in the hope that Your Excellency will persevere--together 

with your Secretary of State Dr. Henry Kissinger--in the effort to bring 

about this peace after its harbingers have begun to appear. (This) will 

bring to its people the benefits of security and stability after prolonged 

hardship and destitution. 

DECiMSIFfED 
E.O. 1a&l SEC " 5 NSC ' . ~. 
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-2-

I was most pleased to hear from Your Excellency that the achieve-

ment of peace in the Middle East will remain one of the goals of United 

States foreign policy. I have no doubt of your resolution and deter-

mination to bring this about. I affirm to Your Excellency that all of 

the Arab states will cooperate fully with you to realize this goal; I am 

likewise certain that there will be no final solution so long as Israel 

does not withdraw from all of the occupied territories and so long as 

the Palestinian people are not given the right to return to their land and 

(enjoy) the right of self determination. 

Your Excellency the President, it might be useful to inform Your 

Excellency that the visit of President Nixon to some of the Arab states 

in the spring of this year and the manifestation of his concern in 

reaching a just and permanent settlement of the Middle East problem 

and the perseverance of Dr. Henry Kissinger to reac.ling disengagement 

on the Egyptian and Syrian front have left a good impression among the 

people of the region. This has, moreover, checked the efforts that 

the Soviet Union has expended during the last 20 years. I sincerely hope 

that the United States will continue its efforts to consolidate these gai¥ c? 

and promote them further. 
\ '·~ 

·~ ' >' 

Your Excellency the President, I thank you for having affirmed your·'··. 

commitment to respecting the obligations which the United States took 

upon itself with regard to its relationships with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia • 

• 
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-3-

I affirm to Your Excellency that we are looking forward to strengthening 

the bonds of friendship, increasing the cooperation, and deepening the 

relationships between our two countries and peoples. 

I pray to God that He may grant Your Excellency health and bring 

you success. 

• 



-~------ --~----

THE WHITE HousE 
WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

-sEe RET /NO DIS 

3705 

ACTION 
August 28, 1974 

GENERA~COWCROFT 
SUBJECT: 

\ 
\ 

ROSEMARY NI~ 
\. Presidential Letter to King Faisal 

\ 
We received the attached pack\ge from State this afternoon recommend-
ing a Presidential letter to Kink Faisal on the Middle East negotiating 
situation and on the oil issue. T\his follows a recent suggestion by Saudi 
Oil Minister Yamani. It has bee' retyped in the package at Tab I. 

It would seem to make sense that t e letter be signed expeditiously to 
preserve its timeliness and the ori ·nal State draft suggests that the 
plan was to have had it signed furthe in advance of the Saqqaf visit. 
Paragraph 2 -- talk of a future visit - has been slightly amended to 
be consistent with the fact that Saqqaf now here. I have had no~in­
timation from State that there is any pl to have the letter handed by 
the President to Saqqaf during tomorrow Rather, I under-
stand that it can just go separately when 

RECOMMENDATION: That the package at ab I be forwarded to the 
President, seeking his signature on a letter o King Faisal at Tab A. 
[Text cleared with speechwriters.] 

D~ 
[I understand from State that the fact of this lette \will be on the Secre­
tary• s morning checklist for tomorrow morning, im..connection with 
briefing on the Saqqaf visit.] '\ 

~/NODIS 

DECLMSI.f~ED 
E.O. 12965, SEC. 3.5 

NSC MEMO, 1112$8, STATE N:.PT. G~ID;~~~~ 
BY (~ I NARA. OAT . 
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SH'CRJ3~/NODIS 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

August 27, 1974 

THE PRESIDENT 

HENRY A. KISSINGER ~ 

Letter to King Faisal 

7416096 

King Faisal responded promptly to your initial 
message as President, reaffirming his own well known 
positions and also expressing support for our continued 
efforts to help achieve an Arab-Israeli peace. 

I do not foresee the need for you to keep up a 
steady, heavy correspondence with Faisal but I believe 
that it would be helpful for you to write him from time 
to time and that another letter at this time would be 
helpful. It will not be easy to get a consensus among 
all the concerned parties as to just what the next step 
should be in the Middle East peacemaking effort, and 
just when it should be undertaken. It will probably 
take all the ingenuity we can muster to get such a 
consensus and to contain the momentum that may build 
up, at least in Syria, for another round of fighting 
if the pace of negotiations is slower than the Arabs 
want. Although Saudi Arabia is not one of the immediate 
parties to the dispute, it has been in a position to 
exert increasing influence on the Arab states which 
need to negotiate with Israel. It is therefore im­
portant that we do what we can to keep King Faisal on 
our side so that he will counsel restraint at critical 
points. 

There is another reason why I believe a message 
from you to Faisal at this time would be timely. This 
involves the price of oil. Although Saudi Arabia bene­
fits from the same high prices as other oil producers, 

• 
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at least some key Saudi leaders have favored efforts 
to bring prices down to a more reasonable level. We 
understand Faisal is among these. On the other hand, 
the Saudis recently called off a plan to auction a 
considerable volume of oil, which would presumably 
have tended to bring prices down. Our Ambassador has 
now reported that the Saudi decision regarding the 
auction remains in question, and he conveyed the sug­
gestion of the Saudi Petroleum Minister that a letter 
from you to King Faisal would be extremely helpful at 
this time. I think Faisal will be impressed by hear­
ing from you of the serious view we take concerning 
the present high level of prices, and I believe it may 
encourage him to continue to seek a way to bring them 
down. 

The letter attached for your signature shows ap­
preciation for Faisal's viewpoints and objectives 
while it seeks his support of our positions on both 
Middle East peacemaking and oil. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the attached letter to King Faisal. 

Attachments: 

1. Proposed Letter to King Faisal 
2. Geneva Telegram 5366 

SBOQE~/NODIS 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 

Your Majesty: 

I want to thank you for the thoughtful letter which 

you sent me on August 12 in response to my initial message 

as President to you as the leader of a country with which 

we share a major interest in world developments. We have 

both affirmed our intense desire to achieve a permanent 

peace in the Middle East based upon right and justice. 

As you know, within the past weeks we have had talks 

here with Foreign Minister Allon, Foreign Minister Fahmy, 

King Hussein and Prime Minister Rifai, and Foreign Minister 

Khaddam. We look forward to having Foreign Minister Saqqaf 

with us here in the coming week. While Secretary Kissinger 

is naturally bearing the principal load in our consultations 

with the various Foreign Ministers, I am giving my personal 

attention to these consultations and am meeting with each 

Minister while he is in Washington. I look forward to the 

opportunity to meet with Foreign Minister Saqqaf soon. 

Even though the consultation process is still con-

tinuing, I would like to share with Your Majesty where 

matters now stand. One question we have been exploring 

His Majesty 
Faisal ibn Abd al-Aziz Al-Saud, 

King of Saudi Arabia, 
Jidda. 

Department of State 

• 
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is when negotiations can be undertaken between Jordan and 

Israel with a view to restoring Arab authority in some 

part of the West Bank. Such a development need not 

prejudice the outcome of efforts now under way to resolve 

the question of the respective roles of Jordan and the 

Palestine Liberation Organization. It remains our firm 

policy that no settlement is possible without taking into 

account the legitimate interests of the Palestinian people. 

Another possibility we have been exploring concerns the 

next step in negotiations between Egypt and Israel. 

Meanwhile, we have assured Minister Khaddam that we have 

Syria's concerns very much in mind. To all, we have been 

emphasizing the need to generate further momentum on 

which we can build, wherever this may be possible, as we 

look toward reconvening the Geneva Conference later in the 

year. Our objective is to get agreement among the various 

parties on the most expeditious way to start the next stage 

of the negotiations. 

I have invited Prime Minister Rabin to come to 

Washington in the first part of September and at that time 

we will have a clearer view of what the next step or steps 

should be, subject to further early talks with the various 

Foreign Ministers when the General Assembly of the United 

Nations convenes in New York • 

._cS£~NODIS 
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Your Majesty, you have been very kind in your remarks 

on the progress achieved to date toward reaching a just 

and permanent peace in the Middle East as a result of the 

determination and efforts of President Nixon and Secretary 

Kissinger. I agree with you that what has been achieved 

thus far has checked the efforts that the Soviet Union 

has expended during the past twenty years. We will 

continue to make a major effort to move the negotiations 

forward as rapidly as the complexities of the situation 

allow. Meanwhile, we are urging all concerned to main­

tain the atmosphere of calm in the area which is so 

important to the success of the efforts to achieve peace. 

Your Majesty, I believe it appropriate on this 

occasion to express my appreciation for the awareness you 

have shown of the many important ramifications of the 

question of petroleum prices. A few months ago it was 

hoped that the inflationary impact of oil price increases 

could somehow be contained. Now it is clear that high 

oil prices remain a major agent of inflation in many 

countries. The world economy is each month finding the 

adjustment to the high price of oil more difficult. 

With the common prosperity in jeopardy, there are bound 

to be serious effects on political systems and relation-

S~RET/NODIS 
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ships unless the problem is contained. It is my under­

standing that Your Majesty has recognized these broad 

dangers. It is my hope that, with Your Majesty's 

leadership as an example, the principal oil-producing 

countries will adopt a statesmanlike posture that will 

lead to a pricing structure more in accord with the 

capabilities of the world economy. 

I said in my first letter to you that I place ex­

ceptional importance on the chance to consult with you 

from time to time on matters of high common interest. 

I am sending this letter to you in that spirit. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gerald R. Ford 

• 
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PAG~ 01 GENEVA ~5366 2?115~Z 

5 '· ACTlON CC0 .. 0~ 

·-------------------· R 221~56Z 4UG 74 ZFF4 
FH U~MJSSION GENEVA 
TU S~CqT4Tf ~A~HnC 7~5~ 

INfO A~~~uASSY JIODA 

1:..o. l1b52t r.o~ 
TAGS: Pf0R, fN~G, SA, US 

TELEGRAM 

019057 

SUAJ~ vA~~Nl'S VIEWS ON ~ANCELLATION 0~ PETROL~U~ AUCTION 

SUMMARY: Y&MAN! TO~D AMBASSAnOR hK!NS VESTFRnA~ THAT T~ERE WAS 
STRO~G UOPOSTTIO~ TO THE SAUri OtL AUCTION FRO~ ALL OTHER OPEC 
r. G 11 NT l R ~ c::, , (~ tlT Fl E: ~ F: A 1.. R E A S n N F ('l R C A N 1': f. I_ L T N ~ T H F h U C T I 0 N l~ A ~ T H AT 
PRINCE f~hn ~A~ tiNLI~ITE~ OPPORTUNITIES FOR CORRUPTION THROUGH 
DIRt: C T 8 I .. L. ATE;> A L n f. A L S • H F. T h ('l U r. H T H f 0 l! LV ~~A V T 0 R 1: V ERr.; E THE 
D~CISION ~nULU dF ~OQ 6MB AKI~S TO TAK~ TT UP niRECTLY WITH FAHO AND 
T i1 C: K l ~J G AS ~ 0 n ~~ A~ P 0 ~ S H'·L E e HE A L S 0 ~ S '<En T H.\ T Pl E D f f'l ARC ti:: T 0 
THE Kl~G bf SUPPORTEn RY BRITAIN, FRANCE AND GFHMA~Y. 

1• ,;H~HD ZAKT V.£1!<-IA!\Jl, SAiiDr M!!\IISTI:"R OF PETR'"!Le:UM, NOW IIIJ GENEVA 
FOR •N UNCTA~ ~E~TT~G, A~KEO M~ TO COM~ TO G~NFVA VESTERnAV~ 
HE WA~T~~ TO EXPLA!N ~~y yuE LONn PROMISFO P~TROLUFM AIJCTION HAD NOT 
nt:EN HFL.D. 

2 .. AS ttif:: !\f'.'E 1•!, HF ~~qo, THt: f>Uf<PO~t QF' Tf1':: AUCTiON lfJAS TO ESTASLIBH 
A NE 1• "MARKET P~lC~" FOR OIL AND THERE8Y OPl~G WORLD O!L PRI~ES ncwN~ 
TrliS WtS urpns~u dV ALL OT~ER nPfC COU~T~l~S. ~Ot1E OF THEM APPEALE~ 
D I R t:. r: T L ) T n I{ PJ i_; ;;- ~. 1 S A L • IIF 5 A 1. 0 H !: K ~ F.' \~ T H A T .6. T L E A 1 T t3 0 U M E 0 I E N \ll 0 F 
A L G t: ~ I A , l <...~ E S rH, H h i\ !"' T H I= ~ M T R 0 F K LJ W A T T :H D A I~ L A ~ K F: [) T 1-1 E K 1 N r. T (i 
r: A 1\l C ': L T ~-< E .\!I C T I ('hi , '' AN f> THERE 1-1A Y H ~ V P Ek F. N 0 TriERS 11 , 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRf,l~'y 
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Department of State TELEGRAM 

3. TYIA nUTSJ02 PR~SSURE, ACCORDING TO YAMANI, WAS NOT R~T NOT THE 
PtAL k~ASG~ FOR THF nECISION. TH~ HIGHER PETROLEUM COUNCIL 
~LSCUS~~ry IT ~T LENGTH. TH~ MINISTER OF FI~ANCE OPPOSED THE 
AU r. T T 0 N , A '!!. HE A L ~>JA Y S H A i'l , 8 U T I T !,J AS T H F ~ T ~ (HJ G N f- W 0 P P n S j T I 0 N 0 F 
P !"! ! N C £ f .u~ li , !H N X S T E P ('IF THE H! T !: H I 0 Q A N n C ii h. IrH1A N 0 F THE P E T R 0 1.. U E M 
CilrHifTTt.:::, •~HlCr-i I~F:StJt.,n::n TN Tl-lF. F.TNAL DFCTSrm.J, WHF.t..~ VAMANl POPITED 
00T TH~T H~ ~AD DISCUSSED THE AUCTION WITH ME AND WITH SECRETARY SIMON, 

THAT N~ ~AUDI ~An ~V~R INTIMATED THAT THE AUCTION WOULD NOT BE HELD, 
FAH1l R~PLlED TYAT SAUDI ARABIA DIDN'T AL~AVS NEED TO TAKE ORDERS 
F~nM TY~ A~ERICANS~ 

4. A Sn~T nF COM?RnMISF WAS REACHED IN THAT THE COMMITTEE AGREED 
TfJ T?Y Tn Fr<>ft:7.E PPICES !N ODEL, l~E., 1'1-!E s•U"'lS WOULD OPPOSE ANY 
FURTWl~ INrR~A~ES IN PnSTED PRICFS FnR AT LEAST A VEAR, BUT WOULD 00 
~~ D T h 11-. r: ~' u R i T f) T R Y T 0 DEC~ f /1 S E T HEM • 

5~ YAMANI ~ATD THAT ~E COUI.D HAV~ GONE OVER FAHD'S HEAD TO THE KING, 
h.r~ 11 P R r'l d .Hl I_ Y ill rt U Ul H A V f !•I 0 l\l , 8 ! I T I T o FH'l f3 b, 8 L Y \•!f'l U t. D A l. S 0 H A V E B E E 1-J I.; I ~ 
L~ST Y!C70RY. WE SAln HE WAS NOT RPT NOT P~EPARED TO ALIENATE FAHD: ~E 

tNTlNDEU TO STAY IN HIS JOR A LITTLE LONGEQ. 

6, YAMA~I ~AID FAHn FAVO~En R!LATERAL nEAL~ FOR THE SAUDI OIL, 
PWEF~RftdLY NlTN ~OVERNME~TS GUT PQRSIBLY ALSn WITH COMPANIES~ ~~ THIS 
~~A v t P A r< T .1: c u L ,\ ~ L Y T H" o' 1 G H ~ovER r--: ~·~ E t-1 T f. L D 1:: A L s , T H F. o P Po q T IJ N I T I E s FoR 
C lH·n< UP T l n: ~ ~· 0 U l ti t)::: "''.A 'i I ~q Z E 0 , I • E • l_ 0 N G T f R M n E A l S F 0 R 0 I L W I T H 
~iC~·GACK~ TO THE P~IC~S~ 

7 • '!' A M ld\1 ! 8 A I 0 ~ r:' T H !J U r.; ~ T 1' H F IH4 L Y i•JA Y T 0 ~ E V E t? S f. T H ! S 0 E C ! 3 I 0 N \.1 0 tJ 1 .. f"l 
PE fnri ME TO TAK~ liP TYE JUESTtO~ WITH F~H~, T~ EXPRESS Hy GOVERNMFNT 1 ~ 

INT~NSE ~~~AP~OLNT~E~T A~0 TO ASK ~IM FOR 4I~ ADVIeE AND A~S!STA~Cf. 
Uti ~1 t 11' \ 0 C TF' C U ·-1 S T A \' C E S F '"' E S !-! i1 , S !--! 0 U L 1) 't T N i I ~1 AT E T H A T ! T H A D HE A Fhj 
;.o~;:: :H.Ll O?Pr13~U 11..!1:: AiiCTI0NJ THIS ~i("'ULO FI?Er:'ZF. ~~IM !NTO HIS Pr:'ISIT1'0'-~o 
'1l: ~ ~ r\ F' !) I' !H T T r: 0 rJ ,.., ~·; 'rf:"l l 0 \! D n H T n ~ ~ F, F' A H ll ·• A L T H l'J U t, H F A H ~! l S 
5 t: H 4, lJ tJ L ~ 1) T (; S ;:: 11 A r. K 1 N J I r~ L1 A n. Y T H ~ E ~H) 0 F 'I' H '=' t1 0 N T H , Y A ~ A N ! Tl-Hl U G H T 
~~ t: ;\ 0 U L J rHH R ~ T I I ri' to.! tH:: F 'J R E THE M I [) i)L, E n F S C:: PTE l.l B F.: R , A T THE EAR I. If: S "!' • 

A • Y ~ t'1A ~it ~ A T D I S ~ 0 U L f'\ A L ~ 0 R A I S E THE ~; A T 'I' ~: Pc "' I 'T H T ~ E K ! N r; A S 
5 tJ n ;.,1 A S ! (; 0 T !3 A C K T () J I D 0 A • 1 T 1:HJ U L f'l f.! F L P G P. E 4 T L Y , H f. T H 0 IJ G H T , I F' 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE.SECRETARY 
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OUR Dt~A~CHE TO TH~ KING (RUT NOT TO FAHD) WOU~D BE SUPPORTEO 6Y THE 
I 1!\ ' 
FRANCt AND G~R~ANY~ ! ~HOULD MAKE, HE SAIO,T~E SAME POINTS I HAD 
MAnt: E~f<LltR A~Ot!T THC: COST TO THE WORLD ECQ~.tQI>lY AND THE Pt'IS!;!RL..E 
RESULT!~G ~A~lCALIZATIO~ OF ASIA, AFRICA AND LATIN AMERICA, 

9. YAMANI ~AS PAQITCU~ARLY SKITTT~H AN~ ASKE~ THAT T~E INFORMATION 
p.E TIGHTLY '1::-L"~. I TOLl' !-11.'1 ! COULD UN~OQT!IhlATF:L.V GUARANTEE t.JOTH!NG 
~UT ~Oitl.n R[DORT Twf cn~VERSATION ONLY TO ~ASH!NGTON AND ASK THAT 
tTS niSfDlRUTI~N BE STqiCTLV L!MITED, 

10. COr·'lH"':i•T ANO ACTION R~tJUI;:STF.D: UNLESS THE DEPARTME:NT HAS 
r. 0 NT R M~ Y V :r. E \>! S , I t.JI L L. T A K F.' UP T HE M AT T E R A G A I 'I ~<JI T H F A HI) AND THE K P :: 

;\F'TtQ l HETUf?N AUG!JST 29, AL. THnl)Gh T"~ERP.: v4nUL() !3E ~QME AOVANTAGE' HJ 
~EFING ~AMn !N L~N~UN, AWAV FRDM THE U~UAL SAUni PRESSURES, NO 
ntsisin~ 0~ TH~ AUCTIO~ OR A~Y UTHFR OtL MATTE~ WILL BE TAKEN UNTIL 
'f 1 it: 0 I L CD \1fi j' T T t f t:' t: C f) M V f. N F: S ! N SA IJ 0 I A R A, i:H A., 

) 1 • Tf' T q ~;: f 1 P: PART i'1 ~NT C 0 \l CURS , W 0 U L D IT REPeAT THIS CABLE T 0 L 0 ;~ n 0 ~ ~ 
PARIS A~~ Qu':~,ANO AS~ THf RESPECTIVE GOVE~NMENTS TO CONSIDER 
SJ.~-1IL,AP ,\I)P~~I"1,1CH~S Tf'J T.""tr::" I<I~JG? 

12. VA~A~ 1 I SAIO ThAT ~~ THOU~HT A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT FORD W~ULD f~ 
r::;.:T,,<;;::i'I~L.Y HF::LPF'UL ,q T\.1!5 TIME. !T SHOULDN'T M~NTtnN THE AUCiiOr.l, AS 
r.:; d c H , n N i~ Y P '7 A. 1' S r: T HE '< P' G 1 s r:: F FoR T s T rJ L o 1·1 E ~ 14 0 R L IJ r::'l I L P R ! C E S • ! T 
WOULn ALSO ~F ~ GOOU OPPORTUNITY, HE THOUGHT, TO EXPRESS G!~~RAL 
FE~L!NG3 OF ~000 ~!LL TOWARD SAUDI ARARIA. 

16. I CAN ~E kEACrlEO MOST EASILY THRnUGH THE MtSSION IN GENEVA FOR T~r 

NOTE: eta nELIVER TO O~F•LINF ~OR PROCESSING~ 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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fM SECSTATE Wf\SHDC 

C o n t r o 1: 8 5 7 4 Q 
Received: August 31, 1974 836PM 

TO AMEMDASSY JlDDA NIA CT IMMEDIAiE 5059 
BT 

..S S S R i=~TATE 192483 

NOD IS CHEROKEE 

E.O. 1 t652: XGOS·-3 
Tr.GS: PFOR,. SA9 US 
SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER 

FOR CHARGE 

DBCLASSIPIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 / 
.... Dept. GuidcliDOI , 5tJJ. Q_g .,.:_ ~ 't 11/0:; 

.,. tJ1 MRA. DIU 7. I~ I alj . 
·- ' T I 

t. PLEASE CONVEY FOLLOWI NG PRESIDENTIAL LETTER DATED 
AUGUST 29t 1974 TO KING FAlSAL . SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL BE 
POUCHED • 

z. BEGIN TEXT. 

YOUR MAJESTY: 

I \<:ANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR TKOUGHTFUL LETTER OF AUGUST 
12. I APPRECIATED YOUR RES?O ~ SE TO MY INITIAL MESSAGE 
AS PRESIDENT TO · YOU~ AS THE LE ADER OF A COU NTR Y WITH 
UHICH WE SHARE A MAJOR !NTSR2ST IN WOR LD DEVELOPMENTS. 
WE HAVE BOTH AFFIRMED OU R I NTE ~SE D~SI RE TO ACHIEVE A JUST 
AN~ PERNA NENT PE ACE lN T H2 r.: :uDLE Ei~ ST. 

AS YOU KNOW~ WITHIN THE PAST ~EZK S WS HAVE HAD TA LKS HERE 
~ITH FOREIGN MINISTER ~LLO N~ FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMY, KING 
HLJSSEI ~~ AND PRH'l E :>'lrtH ST CR RIF,:,:. t\~Ji) FOHSIG N MHHS TEH 
KKADDAi1 ANO NOW FOREIG tJ riiN.ISTER SA QC ~F'. WH ILE SECRETARY 
K!SSUJ3ER !S NATURALLY BEr~i::G TH:: PRU;C!PAL BIJRDEN IN 
OUR CO NSULT1\i.'!C ~.: s ;.;: ·1 :-: ·;;: ::.; ·.! ;,:. ~ •. :;:_-:; (O REIG~l r'iiNISTERS, 1 
t,r>~ ALSO GIVING MY PERSO N!; L •i'iTS::TIOil TO THESE CQtj SULTA­
TIO NS AND AM MEETI NG WITK EACH MIN !STER VISITING 
~nSH!NGTON, INCLUDI NG~: \'!ITI1 ?L:::,~. SUR::..9 FOREIGN MINISTER ,...-Foo 
Srt QQ/\f. ., 

I. 

i 
NOT TO RE REPRODUCED wt~1 :-:fi .. ~-- - . -~ ~ 

""'- ·~;-;,: .:.tJTH C21ZArJON OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRErARY I 
--------------------------------~- -
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-2- S Les.&::~State 192483 August 31, 19i4 (NODIS CHEROKEE) 

EVEN THOUGH THE CONSULTATIOt ?ROC2SS IS STILL CONTINUING, 
I WOULD LIKE TO SHARE MY VIEWS WITH YOUR MAJESTY. ONE 
QUESTION THAT WE HAVE BEE~ EX?LORING IS THE ISSUE OF 
WHEN NEGOTIATIONS CAN BE ur:DER!td\ZN BEH!EE:N JORDr~N AND 
ISRAEL WITH A VIEW TO RESTORI~G ARAB AUTHORITY IN SOME 
PART OF THE WEST BANK. SUCH A DEVELOPMENT NEED NOT 
PREJUDICE THE OUTCOM~ OF EFFOR7S NOW UNDER WAY TO RESOLVE 
THE QUESTION OF THE RESPECTIVE ROLES OF JORDAN AND THE 
PALESTHJE LISERATIO~; ORGANlZt.TION~ IT REt1AINS OUR FIRM 
POLICY THAT NO SETTLEMENT IS ?OSSIBLE WITHOUT TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY W2 H~VS SEEN EXPLORING 
CONCERNS THE NEXT STEP IN NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN EGYPT ANO 
ISRAEL. MEANWHILE, WE HAVE ASSURED MINISTER KHADDAM 
THAT WE HAVE SYRIA•s CONCERNS VERY MUCH !N MIND. TO ALL. 
WE HAVE BEEN EMPHASIZING THE NEED TO GENSRA!E FURTHER 
MOMENTUM ON WHICH WE CAN BUILD~ WHEREVER THIS MAY BE 
POSSIBLE, AS \VE LOOK TOWAHD RE CO NVENl NG THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE LATER 1 N THS \'Er';R.. Otm OBJECTIVE IS TO GET 
AGREEMENT M10NG THE VARIOUS PART1ES ON THE r~OST 
EXPEDITIOUS WAY TO START THE NEXT STAGE OF THE NEGOTIA• 
TIONS. 

I HAVE INVITED PRIME MINISTER RABIN TO COME TO WASHINGTON 
1 N THE F'I RST PART 0 F SE?.f E;,;3ER.. ~.:!E \:J!LL THEN HAVE A 
CLEARER VIEW OF WHAT THE ~EXT STEP OR STEPS SHOULD BE, 
SUBJECT TO FURTHER EARLY tALKS WITH THE VARIOUS FOREIGN 
MINISTERS 7 WHEN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS CONVENES IN NEW YORK. 

YOUR MAJESTY, YOU HAVE BEEN VERY KIND !N YOUR REMARKS ON 
THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED TO DATE TO\·!;\RD REACHING A JUST AND 
PERMANENT PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AS A RESULT OF THE 
D~TERMINnTION AND EFFORTS OF PRESIDENT NIXON AND 
SECRETARY KISSINGER. 1 AGREE: \HTH YOU THAT WHf\T HAS BEEN 
ACHIEVED THUS FAR HAS CHE:C;-<;SD YH£ EFFORTS THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION HAS EXPENDED DURING THE PAST TWENTY YEARS. WE WILL 
CO~JTI NUE TO MAXE A MAJOR EFFORT TO MOVE THS NEGOT lATIONS 
FORWARD AS RAPIDLY AS THE CO~?LEXITIES OF THE SITUATION 
ALLOW. MEANWHIL£ 9 WE ARE URGING ALL CONCERNED TO 
MAINTAIN THE ATMOSPHERE 0? C~L~ !~ TH~ AREA WHICH IS SO 
IMPORTANT TO THE SUCCESS OF EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE PEACE. 

-ff.DHEf 
NOl 10 £H: REPRODUCED ¥/ITHOUT THE 1\UTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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YOUR MAJESTY. I BELIEVE !7 !S APPROPRIATE ON THIS 
OCCASION TO EXPRESS MY AP?RECIAT!ON FOR THE AWARENESS 
YOU HAVE SHOWN OF THE MANY I~PORTANT RAMIFICATIONS OF 
THE QUESTION Of PE:!ROLEU~~; PRICES~ A fEVJ f'iON1HS AGO IT 
WAS HOPED THAT THE INFLATIONARY IMPACT OF OIL PRICE 
INCREASES COULD SOMEHOW BE CONTAINED. NOW lT IS CLEAR 
IHf1T HtGH OIL PRICES REMAIN I\ f·iAJOR AGENT OF INFLATION IN 
MANY COUNTRIES. EACH MONTH THE WORLD ECONOMY IS FINDI~G 
THE ADJUSTMENT TO THE HIGH PHICE OF OIL r·;om:: DIFFICULT. 
WITH THE COMMON PROSPERITY IN JEOPARDY, THERE ARE BOUND 
TO SE SERIOUS EFFECTS 0~ POLITICAL SYSTEMS AND RELATION· 
SHIPS UNLESS TKE PROBLEM IS CONTAINED. IT IS MY UNDER• 
STANDING !HAT YOUR i•IAJESTY HAS ReCOGNIZED THESE BROAD 
DANGERS. IT IS MY HOPE THAT, WITH YOUR MAJESTY"S 
LEADERSHIP AS AN EXAMPLE, TH[ PRINCIPAL OIL-PRODUCING 
COUNTRIES WILL ADOPT A STATESMANLIKE POSTURE THAT WILL 
LEAD TO A PRICING STRUCTURZ MORE !N ACCORD WITH THE 
CAPABILITIES OF THE WORLD ECONOMY. 

1 SAID IN MY FIRST LETTER TO YOUR MAJESTY THAT I PLACE 
EXCEPTIONAL IMPORTANCE ON THE CHAOCE TO CONSULT WITH YOU 
FOR TIME TO TIME ON MATTCRS 07 HIGH CO~~ON INTEREST. 1 
AM SENOUJG THIS LETTER TO YOU !!~ THAT SPIRIT. 

SINCERELY YOURS, G~RALD R. FORD. END TEXT. INGERSOLL ar 
12483 

Drafted by: TE:\"r PROVIDED BY vm::CrE HOUSE 
Approved by: S/S ~Ri-loods 
Clearances : NE.l ... :AL.;.thel··L:or:., Jr o (subs) 

NEA:SSober (subs) 

(:":" .. 1;· ~ ...... ~f''1 

. -~::::::. . 
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED W1Tli0~
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!Ill 
ACTION 55,.~0 

!N~O OCT•~l ISOw00 S$0•00 N$CE•00 /031 W 

n 1~1101dZ SEF' 1~ 
FM AMEM6ASSV JIDDA 

···~················· 

TO SEtSTATE WASMDC IMMEDIATE 8613 

'•"• 1UH521 GO$ 
''~81 SA, PFOR, US, ENRG 

TELEGRAM 

002143 

AUAJECT1 LETTER FROM KING ~AlSAL RE MIDDLE fAST PEACE1 CONTACTS 
WITH PLO AND ME~P ON OIL PRICES -

'• AMBASSADOR RECEIVED ON SEPTEMBER 12 FOL~OWING LETTER 
,~nM KING FAI$AL ADDRESSED TO PRESIDENT FORO. ORIGINAL 
~ltN= POUCHED TO O!PARTM!NT, ATTENTION MR, DICKMAN NEAIARP, 
'MAAISY TRANSLATION FOL~OWSI 

1 1 QUOTEI IN THE NAME OF GOO TME MERCIFUL AND COMPASSIONATE, 
Wl~ !~CfLLENCY G!RA~D R, FORD, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED -
ATAT£S OF AMERICA, 

~. YOUR EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT, I REC!lVED YOUR LETTER 
nAl!O AUGUST 20, 1g74 WHICH YOUR EXC!~LENCYtS AMBASSADOR 
'N J10DA 6ROUGHT TO ME, lN THANKING YOUR EXCEL~ENCY FOR 
TM~ NOBLE SENTIMENT THIS ~!TTER CONTAINED I PRAY THAT 
A~MIGHTY GOO MAY EXTEND TO YOU MIS STRENGTH AND 
~UPPORT AND ENABLE YOU TO ACHIEVE A JUST AND 
PERMANENT PEACE IN THE MIOO~E EAST THAT WOULD BRING 
~E~URITY AND STABILITY TO A~L ITS PARTS AND A B~TTER 
t.IFE FOR ALL ITS PEOPLE, 

'!'OIIR E.XCELLENCV iHE PRESIDENT, THE ARAB 
~EMPLES ANO PARTICULARLY THE PALESTINIANS ARE 
I.OnKING WITH GREAT HOPE AND TRUST TO YOUR 
FX~ELLENCY AFlER YOUR REPEATED AFFIRMATIONS •• 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
S!"ellt'f> 
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TO ALL OF THE ARAB ~IGH OfFICIALS WHO HAVE VISITEU 
WASHINGTON HE~ENTLY AND WHO MtT WITH YOUR EXCELLENCY 
AND HIS EXrELLENCV DR. ~ISSlNGER, YOUR SECRETARY OF 
~TATE •• T~AT JUSTICE WILL BE DONE AND THAT A PEACE 
RASkO UPON JU5T1Ct SHALL PRtVAIL OVER THE REGION. 

~, I CONSYOER THAT BRINGING ABOUT A COMPREHENSIVE 
AND IMMtDlATE SETTLEMENT TO THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION 
!S NOT AN EASY MATTER FOR YOUR EXCELLENCY AfTER ISRAEL 
REr.AMt:. ACCIJSTi.HH:.D IN THE COURSE OF PREVIOUS AMERICAN 
40MINISTRATIONS TO IMPOSING WHATEVER REQUESTS CAME 
TO ITS MINO AND OF OBTAINING SATISFACTION WITHOUT 
ANY DtLAY. BUT I AM CONFIDENT THAT VOUR FIRM JUDG• 
MENT, WISDON, AND DETERMINATION TO FINO A JUST PEACE 
Wll L PREVAIL OVER ALL THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH STANO 
TN THE ~AY. ~~~~WISE I F~EL NO DOUBT THAT THE 
~01 UTlON TO THE PR0t3LEM LIES IN YOUR E.XCEL.LENCV 'S 
~ANU IF ISRAEL MfRELY SURMISES THAT ITS RE.QUESTS 
Ml~HT BE FR07EN SHOULD IT NOT LISTEN ATTENTIVELY TO 
~HF VOICE OF HEASON AND CO~PLY wiT~ TRUTH AND REALITY, 

~. VOUk t.XCELLt:.NCV THE Pt<ESILJENT, I ASSURE YOUR 
FX~~LLENCY THAT THERE CANNOT HE A SETTLEMENT THAT 
nOFS NOT TAK~ INTO ACCOUNT THE. LAWFUL INTERESTS 
nf THE PALFST1NlAN PEOPLE. 

~. ON THt:. HASIS OF THIS FIRM POLICY IT MIGHT BE 
IISFPUL ~Ot< THt UNITED STATES TO F:XTEND fEELERS TO 
~HF PALESTINIAN Ll8ERATION ORGAN!ZATTON IN PREPARATION 
FO~ INVlTlNG lT TO GENEVA AS AN INDEPENDENT DELEGATION 
~0 THAT 11 COULD THERE BEAR THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
REPRESENTING THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. 

A. YOUR EXCELLENCY, THE PRESIDENT, VQU UNOOUdTEDLV 
KNOW OUH ~OSITION ON THE SUdJECT OF PETROLEUM PRICES 
RU~ ALL Of THt OPEC STATES ARE STANOING AGAINST US 
WlTrl RE~A~O Tu ~OwER!NG THE PK!CFS wHICH WE HAVE 
~ur.GEST~n •" dECAUSf THEY WISH THEM TO INtREASE STEADI~Y. 
AU~ AFTER LON~ O!SCUSSIUNS ~ITH ALGtRIA AND IHAN IT 
HA~ ~~EN A~~Etn To fRtEZE THE CURRENT PRICE FOR A 
FURTH~R PtRIOU. WE A~K THAT YOU GET IN TOUCH WITH 

{ .-

1 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED \AIITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION 0.- THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
-bE6Rtii4" 
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'fOUR fiRl!NOS FROM AMONG THE OPEC STATES AND ?ARTICU• 
LARL.Y IRAN ANO ALGERIA TO SUPPORT OUR POSITION ~ITH 
RE~ARD TO LOWERING THE PRlCE, 

'• Wf ~OOK FORWARD A~WAYS TO STRENGTHENING THE BONO 
Mf FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN OUR PEOP~E! AND TO OEEPfNING 
TMF EXISTING RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO CDUNTRIESQ 

~. WE WISH YOUR EXCELLENCY HEALTH AND SUCCESS; 
MAV GOn PR!S~RVE YOU. /S/ FAISAL, 
JinOA, 2~ SHA'BAN, 1394 A,H,, CCORRESPONDING TO 
8EPTEMBfR 11, 1974 A.O, ENOQUOTE, 
AKH48 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUt iWRitJTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

/1 

• 



:SECREt 
I 

! 
I 
I 

COPY I'D OF 10 COPIES 

Departme1zt of State 

0 2223~HZ OCT 74 ZfF4 
~-M SECS Tt1 TE WASHDC 
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WDlS CHEHOKr:E: 

E.o. 11652: GOS 
TAGS: PFOif• US, SA 

~ONTROL: .~6407Q 

6611 

SUB.JEC!: PHESlDENTIAL MESSAGE FOB KING FAISAL . 

1. PLEASE CONVEY THE FOLLOW! t~G MESSAGE tO Kl NG rAlSAL FROM 
PRES IDE NT FO Rli. 

2. BEGIN tEXT: YOUR 11AJESTY: 

lAM viHIIlNG TO TELL YOU THAT l HAVE DISCUSSED FULLY WITH 
SECHETAHY KISSirmEH HlS Bf::C~:rn TALKS WlTH YOU, AND 1 WA!a 
YOU TO l(NOvJ OF' MY GHATlFlCAl10N AT YOUH t:Of~STHUCTlVE 
POSITION, BOTH ON THE QUESTION OF OlL POLl(;Y ANl) TOWAHD 
THE ARAH-lSRA~L.l-P~ACi NEGOTIATIONS. 

I RENAlN DETERNlNED THAT THt: US DO EVEHYTHlNG Ft:I\SluLE 
TO H~LP MAINTAIN PKOGRE~S lN THE A~AB-ISHAELl N[GOIIAIIONS. 
SUlLlHN\i ON THE DlSf:NGf\GE;i'it:tiT AGHEEMEtHS l::AKLlEH !J-US 'YEAH 
AND ON THt: SERIES ON CONSULTATIONS WHICH St:CHETAHY 
KISSINGEH AtW 1 HAVE CONDUCTED lN AUGUST At~U Sr:PT£NEiEH~t 
\\!:: AHf; PHEPAHED TO f'LAY AN ACTIVE ~OLE: lN "fHE EAHLY RE• 
SUMPTION OF TH~ NEGOTlATlONS. I AM CONVINCED THAT 
IHE SUCCESS OF THE STHATC:GY SECi<£TAHY KlS.SlNGE~ HAS OUT­
LINED 10 YOU IS NOT ONLY IN TH£ MUTUAL 1NT~rl£5T OF SAUDI 
ARABIA AND THE UNITED STATES BUt WILL SERVE THE CAUS~ OF 
f'EAC£:: lN IHE: C'liDULE EA5l .. 

I WANT TO GIVE YOU MY PE:HSONt\L ASSUriANCE THAT 1 WILL 
CONTINUE TO WOHK IN THE: ill:\ECTlON IJE$CH1Bl.::JJ TO YOU t:JY 
PH~510EWT NIXON. I CONSlUE~ lT A SPECIAL O~LlGATION TO 
SUPPOHT PEf~SONALLY AN[) FULLY ANY ~J£GOllAllO~J TH,\I 
DEVELOPS. 

SECI1El 
1 NOT TO BE' REPRODUCED W'*'g~i~~E AUTHORIZATION OF THE E:~~UT;~E SECRE'ii i 
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.•.. 
YOUR.DELlBERATIOtiS AT THE AHA& SUNMIT MEETING AT RABAT 
Wll.L DO f~UCH IO OETERMl·NE HOW IrIS POSS15LE TO PROCEED. 
1 KNO~ YUU MAJESTY'S WILL &E A ~OICE FO~ A PRACTICAL AND 
cor::-;rnuctiVE AP?iW/\CH ~JHlCil C.:AN LEAD S!i::f.dJlLY Tv !HI:: 
HESULiti WE ALL 1;1/\N! • Wi ?~<AYERS GO Wl TH YOU FCJH A SAFt: 
AND FHUlTFUL. JOUHNEY • 

WARM REGAHDS, GERALD R. FORD. END TEXT. 
KlSSl NG~H . 

NEA:HHSAUNDERS:HC 
1l112 2/7 ~I X t~ 9 4 6 11 
'niE SCCf~ETARY . . 

. .• 

p - MR· SISCO \'S/S:WI-ILUERS 

·"SECRE1 

i 

·I 
I 
I . I 

. l 
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITt:iOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRET·) 

• 



7418603 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 22, 1974 

OCT 2 2 1974 

~RR"i'/EXDIS 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter from King Faisal to 
President Ford 

Attached is the original, and a translation, 
of a letter to President Ford from His Majesty 
King Faisal dated September 11, 1974. The Presi­
dent's message of appreciation to King Faisal on 
Saudi Arabia's stand on oil prices (State 203063, 
attached) partially responded to this letter. 
We believe no further r ly is ry. 

~!.-

Attachment: 

1. Original and translation 
2. State 203063 
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Translation of letter to President Ford from His Majesty 
King Faisal dated September 11, 1974 

QUOTE: 

In the Name of God the merciful and compassionate, 

His Excellency Gerald R. Ford, President of the 

United States of America. 

Your Excellency the President, I received your 

letter dated August 29, 1974 which your Excellency's 

Ambassador in Jidda brought to me. In thanking 

your Excellency for the noble sentiment this letter 

contained I pray that Almight¥God may extend to you 

his strength and support and enable you to achieve 

a just and permanent peace in the Middle East that 

would bring security and stability to all its parts 

and a better life for all its people. 

Your Excellency the President, the Arab Peoples 

and particularly the Palestinians are looking with 

great hope and trust to Your Excellency after your 

repeated affirmations -- to all of the Arab high 

officials who have visited Washington recently and 

who met with Your Excellency and His Excellency 

Dr. Kissinger, Your Secretary of State -- that justice 

will be done and that a peace based upon justice 

shall prevail over the region. 

DBCLASSIPfll) 
ItO. 12958, Se(. 3.S 

fl, be Dept. GuJdeHDel ~ ~ v·, ~ q /11/ () ~ 
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I consider that bringing about a comprehensive 

and immediate settlement to the Palestinian 

question is not an easy matter for Your Excellency 

after Israel became accustomed in the course of 

previous American administrations to imposing 

whatever requests came to its mind and of obtaining 

satisfaction without any delay. But I am confident 

that your firm judgment, wisdom, and determination 

to find a just peace will prevail over all the 

difficulties which stand in the way. Likewise I 

feel no doubt that the solution to the problem lies 

in Your Excellency's hand if Israel merely surmises 

that its requests might be frozen should it not 

listen attentively to the voice of reason and comply 

with truth and reality. 

Your Excellency the President, I assure Your 

Excellency that there cannot be a settlement that 

does not take into account the lawful interests of 

the Palestinian people. 

On the basis of this firm policy it might be 

useful for the United States to extend feelers to 

the Palestinian Liberation Organization in prepara­

tion for inviting it to Geneva as an independent 

• 



delegation so that it could there bear the 

responsibility of representing the Palestinian 

people. 

Your Excellency, the President, you 

undoubtedly know our position on the subject of 

petroleum prices but all of the OPEC states are 

standing against us with regard to lowering the 

prices which we have suggested -- because they 

wish them to increase steadily. But after long 

discussions with Algeria and Iran it has been 

agreed to freeze the current price for a further 

period. We ask that you get in touch with your 

friends from among the OPEC states and particularly 

Iran and Algeria to support our position with 

regard to lowering the price. 

We look forward always to strengthening the 

bond of friendship between our peoples and to 

deepening the existing relations between our two 

countries. 

We wish Your Excellency health and success; 

May God preserve you. /S/ Faisal, 

Jidda, 24 Sha'ban, 1394 A.H. (Corresponding to 

September 11, 1974 A.D.) End Quote. 
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l~. ~-._-_, ~:JGJN SS•30 rrr;. 
~:_i 4 \~ tN'O OCT•l:Jii tSn•01ll 550•00 NSC!E•00 10:H R 
l4.-'l.r ~ 
w ~ 'jj 6 RAFT E 0 By N f: A I A~ p I F ~ D ! c: ~MAN t c E J 
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029003 

j ;· _ j 't'M SEC5TATE WASHf'!C . . . __ 
s t. \ TO AMEMBASS Y Jt DOA % MMEDt ATE 

fi ~;1 :s- &: C R- ! ::!f··· ST ATf: 2030~3 
~ u . 
. J_ EXOIS 

~ tl . . . . 

. DBCLASSIPIII> .... , · ·-::: ~ . .. _ .. 
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1br .b);,. 'IU.D.6. Jl.- i?; '= lp!:( . 
611 -- ' nna.n..: .7 

(l f i !.O. 116521 GOS 
tr l 'TAGSi ENRG, SA, US_ ... . . 
t l - j $U8JECT: APPREC!lATtON 'OR SAUD! POSITION AT' OPEC 
~/~:J REI't JIOOA 530J5 

~t:, ,; i • AMBASSAO(')R SHOULD eONVEV IN MANNER HE OEEMS MOST 
~. j ~PPROPRIATE TO HIS M~JESTV KING FA!SAL PRESIDENT FO~cis 

, i APPRECIATION FOR THE COURAGEOUS ANO STATFSMANL!KE POS%T10N L r ~ ·iAKEN BV SAUDI A~ABii AT THE OPEC eONFERENCE IN VIENNA~ 
fjf".J •. rrr·i ·2 a THE PRES tOE;Nr rJU T TE UNnERST AND~ TH! POINT MADE IN 

. :\ . ~ ~!S MAJESTY'S LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 11 THAT OTHER OlL 

. k1A ·J ~XPORT~RS ARE RE~AVING IN A LESS R~SPONStBLE MANNER, AND 
~. ~,-' ., .. . . - ~ 

~ ~ : WE HAVE LET nuR VIEW~ BE KNOWN BOTH PUB~ICLY ANO PRIVATELY, 
f~ ~ -~ W t.U T I S R E 0 U 'l R f D I 5 r. 0 NT IN U IN G UN 0 P:: R STAN 0 IN G THAT WE I. t. V E 
1 '-rc i tN AN ! NTEROE:PENnENT WORLO AND THAT THE FREE WORI.O WILL 

~ j • 

:1 • ~UFFER·!F MEASUR~S ARE TAKEN TO PREVENT MARKET.FORCES FROM 
f,L. 1 ~ETERM!NING A FATR PRICE FOR 0!1.: WE 'EAR THAT UNI.ESS 
H'.! 'THE:RE IS A STATE~MANLIKE APPROACH ON Oil. PRICES, THE 
\J~ -l ALTERNATIVI: WILL BE A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN CONSUMER AND 

. - 1 PROOUCE'R COUNTRIFS, GIVEN THE NEED F(')R Otl. TO HELP FUEL 
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, ~:~ 1 ;H! WOR~D iS !CONOHV, 

: tL;:J ~ •. THE PR!S!DENT AFj)R!C!ATES TH! BURDENS THAT ARE NON . 
r\ ,J eEtNG TH~UST ON SAUDi ARABtA B!CAUSE,OF TH! HEAVY RESPpN• vi,.! 8l!ILITY IT BEARS FOR THE FREE WORLD'S ECONOMIC HEAL;TH. 

{~~!HIS IS A ~ESPONSlBI~tTY, HOWEVER, WloflCH SAUDI ARABIA Pr 1 D!~tvEs FROM T~E _PosrrtoN oF L!AOE~SHIP ~HtcH THE 
f 1 : j t!INGOOM NOW OC~UPIES AND FROM THE VALUE· IT PLACES !N THE 
LJ....: i ·PROSPERITY' WELL BEING' AND SECUR tTY OF' THE FREE WORLD~ 

f~~J ·~. 'VII WE ARE NOT .COMtN~ OUT PUBL.tCLY.TO PAT. SAUO!S : ··-·j ON THE BACK BECAUSE WE KNOW THEY ARE SENSITIVE TO 
t ·CHARGES OF BEING AN ~M~R!CAN TOOL ON OIL POLICY MATT!RS. 
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E.O • 1 t s;zc GDS 
TAGS: ?FOR. SA, US 
SU3JECTC KING FAISAL•s REPLY TO PRESIDENT FORO'S LETTER 
REF STATE 232910 -~ 

1. CHIEF OF ROYAL PROTOCOL AHMED ABDU~ WAHHAB G~VE AMB 
ON OCTOSER 24 KING FAISAL'S REPLY TO P~ESIDENT FORD'S 
LETTER RErTEL). KI~G'S LETTER DATED OCTOBER 23; ORIGINAL 
BEING POUCHED: ATTENTION MR. DICKMAN, NEA/APR. EMBASSY 
TRANSLATION FOLLO~S0 . 

QUOTE IN THE NAME OF GOD THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONAT~ HIS 
EXCSLLE~CY GERALD R. FORD, PRESIDENT Or THE 
U~ITED STATES OF AMERICA0 YOUR EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT. 

I RECEIVED YOUR EXCELLENCY'S LETTER DAT!SD OCTOBER 23, 1974, 
WHICH WAS DELIVERED BY YOUR 2XCELLENCY'.

1
s AMBASSADOR IN . 

J!DD A. ! DO AF'FJ RN TO YOUR EXCELL£ NCY THAT THE DISCUSS 10 N 
WHICH I CONDUCTED WITH HIS EXCELLENCY T~E SECRETARY 
\/AS USeFUL AND PLEASING AS IT ASSURED ~'>li::. ONCE AGAIN ... 
AS DID YOUR EXCELLENCY'S LETTER --OF Y~UR 
EXCSLLSNCY"S DETERMINATION TO EXPEND EFEORTS AND 
TO WORK ALONG THE LINES LAID DOWN BY PRpSIDENT 
NIXON AN~ WHICH YOUR EXCELLENCY PERSONA~LY AND COMPLETELY 
SU?PORTS: . <THE PURPOSE OF THESE EFFORT ) BEING TO 
BR! NG ASO UT A JUST A~O PERMANENT PEACE ' N THE REGION OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST. 

QUOTE WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY IN WHI.H THE 
VITHXRAWAL OF lSRAEL FROM ALL OF THE AR 8 OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES IS ACCOMPLISHED AND IN WH!CI THE ARAB 
PALSSTI~IAN PEOPLE OBTAIN ITS RIGHT TO ETURN 
!0 ITS FATHERLAND AND TO SELF-DETERMINA-ION. WE /~:,\ 

FlR:~LY BELIEVE THAT 0~ THAT D;W A NEW A·W HOP~FUL r
1 

PAGE-:·AS GOD ~llLLS-·'nLL BE TURNED IN T E HISTORY · :,{ , 
OF ARA3-AMERICAN RELATIONS ANJ THAT THE TIES BETWEEN \~ ! 
US f\r\0 3ET\I.\E£N OUR 1'.:0 COUN1Rl~S 1iJILL lHDOUBTEDLY BECOME\~~· .. , .,/ 
STRO~JGE:R AND MORE ·su3STMHIAL, · ....._- ~"' 
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CUOTE \I.'S ARE STILL COMPLETELY CONFIDEtJT THAT THE r. ! 

KEY TO THE SSTT LEME NT 0 F' THE PALEST IN I", CASE Ll ES It~: 
THE HA~DS OF THE UNITED .STATES OF AMERieA AS 
REPRSSS~TEO IN THE PERSON OF YOUR SXCEL~ENCY. THE 
BEST PROFF OF THIS IS THE VOTE WHICH RE~ENTLY TOOK 
PLAC2 IN THE GE~ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UN17EO NATIONS 

j UHERE THE UNITED STATES STOOD NEUTRAL WiTH REGARD 
.. i TO LISTENIN~ TO THE VOICE OF THE PALESTlN!AN PEOPLE k\'j AS REPRESE!H~D BY THE PALESTINE LIBERA! ON 011GANIZATION. 

QUOTE IT IS THEREFORE INCUMBENT UPON IS AEL 
'··~·~:.TO HeED THE ADVICE AND COUNSEL OF THE Ut !TED STATES_' 
·· '-· ~; AN!) TO PROCEED IN ACCORDANCE WITH IT TO SOLVE THIS 

· CRISIS WHI:H HAS LOOMED OVER THE MIDDLE EAST. FOR 
~~ ~30UT ONE ~UARTER CENTURY AND WHOS~ BAD EFFECTS HAVE 

SEE~ FELT BY ALL OF THE STATES OF THE W RLO -- BECAUSE ~ J _;-~ 
' ·J 

' ' . \ 

. . 1 
! ' . i 

OF ISRAEt•s OBSTINA~CY AND ARROGANCE AN 
RELIANCE UPON THE SUPPORT OF THE UNITED 

~- I 
, .·- QUO!:: AS FOR THS POLl CY 0 r THE SAUD I AR 3 I AN 
:.._::< KH;GDOi~ TOWARD OIL, IT IS KNOWN TO YOUR EXCELLENCY 
·~ AND WE WILL CONTINUE WITH EFFORTS TO RE LIZE IT 

AND WE HOPE FOR COOPERATION FROM YOUR E CELLENCY 
: ' \1/ITH YOUR rRIE:-.:OS IN REACHI:-\G TH!S GOAL. IJISH!NG 

• YOUR EXCELLENCY HEACTH AND SUCCESS. AND THAT GOD MAY 
·~ PRESERVE YOUR. FAISAL AL SA'UD. 
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