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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 13, 1976 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I very much appreciate your letter of March 30, with your 
request that the United States withhold action imposing 
countervailing duties on imports of beef from the European 
Community. I agree that the circumstances are regrettable, 
especially in view of the relatively small quantities of beef 
involved, but the policy discretion available under our law 
is limited and the Treasury Department has no choice but 
to proceed with countervailing action. 

Late in 1975, it became clear that under our Trade Act. 
countervailing duties would have to be imposed immediately 
if beef which benefitted from restitution payments were 
shipped to the United States in 1976. This was communicated 
to of~icials of both the Irish Government and the European 
Community on several occasions. It was also communicated 
to domestic groups in the United States, and countervailing 
duty action in 1975 was thereby forestalled. Early this year, 
however, it was learned that a small amount of beef had been 
exported again in 1976, and only with considerable difficulty 
was the Treasury Department able to persuade the U.S. 
domestic industry not to press for countervailing duties. 
The Treasury Department has subsequently become aware 
that substantially greater quantities of beef have in fact been 
shipped, and it is no longer possible to avoid action. 

With respect to your concern regarding beef quotas, it should 
be pointed out that the United States has not imposed quotas 
on imports of Irish beef. The four million pound figure to 
which you refer represents a market estimate of likely imports 

/ ..... -~ u~-\;) -
; ' 

:; '< · ... :~. 

i~ - ... ~ 
'~~r 

(~. 
.)r.,} 

·-..., ..... 
--~ ......... 

"-.: ' 
j 

' 

...,...._ .... ,,_;-..-"'·~.,.. .. -· .,..,.,.. .......... __ ,,..._,..,.>,,_.,. ...... ..,_,,.., ..... "!"~""'· ......... ·-··-.,,..,...,~..,., .. 1:'!',.._,11!,,..,.\W-. _.,..__,..,..,. .................... lt ....... - ........... ,..._ .... ~ ..... -------... 

• 

l\ r 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



j 

z 

based on the total amount of beef received by the United 
States thus far in 1976. Countervailing duty action, how
ever, is likely to preclude further imports. 

I hope you will understand that the Treasury Department's 
decision to apply countervailing duties on beef from the 
European Community has been taken as a result of firm 
commitments, previously undertaken under our law and 
communicated to all concerned parties, as to the manner 
of dealing with continued restitution payments on meat 
shipments. 

I want to emphasize most strongly my hope that this should 
not be interpreted in any way as a diminution of the resolve 
I expressed during your most welcome visit to strengthen 
even further the already excellent relations between the 
United States and Ireland. I look forward to continuing 
close consultations on all matters of concern to our 
countries. 

Warm personal regards, 

His Excellency 
Liam Cosgrave 
Prime Minister 

of Ireland 
Dublin 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

Prime Minister Cosgrave 

From:President Ford· 

Date: 4/ 13176 

Subject: Beef Imports 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Date: 4/13/76 
NSC log # 7601894 

___ Draft reply for: President's Signature 
White House Staff 

___ Direct reply 

xxxx = Dispatch ---

---
Other -------

--- Furnish info copy 

Translation ---
Recommendations I Comments Appropriate Handling ---
Other ---

DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: 

CLASSIFICATION: 
-·--~------ ··--·--

• 

---
Information ---

I>/ /(;. ·1"'1~ 
for 'Jeann~ \v. Davis 

Staff Secretary 
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·T·J: WHITE HOUSE OFFICE liSC•'flt·.,. 

... I.AL 

To: Tbe 119Dorahle vtlUn Sbloa 
Secretary 
'l'reuary DepartMat 

4/1.3/76 

ActiON ··REQUESTED 

-- Draft reply lor: 
~--- Prasldent'a llicplature. 

--___,..- Undeniqned'a llicplature. 

-- Memarcmdum for uae. aa encloaure to 
reply. 

-- Direct reply. 

---- Fumish Information copy. 

__ Suitable aclmowledcpnent or other 
appropriate handling. 

---- Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

z:n:uF~ your Information. 

__ For commenL 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

To: 
From: 
Date: 

Subject: 

JU Letter: ___ Teleqram; Other: 

L1a Coqraye 
Pr•Ueat: l'ord 
4/13/76 
..., X.,Ol'ta 

-··---------- ------

NOTE 

Prompt ~~&tio• is essati#l. 

If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence ahould be returned when 
draft reply. memorandum. ~ comment Is re
quested. 

By direction of the President: 

(White House File Copy) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE' OFFICE UCI1894 
.l 

·/ 

REFIUAL 

To: The . ...,rahle VUl:laa Smea 
Secretary ' 
TreaRry ne,.rmeat 

4/ll/76 

ACTION REQUESTED 

-- Draft reply fan 
---- President'• dQDature. 

---- UnclenJi9ned'a ~ature. 

__ Memanmdum for use. ca encloaure to 
reply. 

-- Direct reply. 

---- Fumish Information c:opy. 

__ Suitable· ac:knowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

____ Furnish c:opy of reply. if any. 

u ttJtFOI' your Information. 

__ For comment. 

REMARKS: 

Description: 

To: 
From: 
Date: 

Subject: 

XIX Letter: Telegram: Other: 

Liaa Coaarave 
Prea1d•t Ford 
4/13/76 
Beef Iaporra 

--~ -- ·-·~~-~ ... ·-. ~---

NOTE 

Prot~~pt ~~etio• is esserttUII. 

If more than 72 hours' delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 

Code 1450. 

Basic: c:orresponc:lenc:e ahoulcl be returned when 
draft reply. memorcmclum. 01' comment Is re
quested. 

By direction of the President: 

for .Jeaae v. Davia 
BATIOIW. SICUR.ITt COURCIL 

(White House Suspense Copy) 
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~EMORANDUM 

~HI PIE3ID~NT HASSE~ ... , 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 12, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCR OFT 

Irish Beef Imports 

1894 

ACTION 

At Tab B is a letter to you from Prime Minister Cosgrave of Ireland 
expressing concern over the imposition of countervailing duties on US 
imports of Irish beef and the reduction of the 1976 Irish "quota 
allocation. " 

At Tab A for your signature is a reply explaining that the United States 
has made clear its intention to impose countervailing duties if beef 
benefitting from government subsidies continued to be shipped to the 
US in 1976. The response also makes clear that Ireland has no "quota 
allocation" for beef and that the figure of 4 million pounds cited by 
the Prime Minister represents an estimate of previously anticipated 
imports. The letter emphasizes your hope that the action will not be 
seen as a diminution of your resolve to strengthen even further the 
excellent relations we have with Ireland. 

State, Treasury and Seidman concur. The text has been cleared by 
Bob Hartmann. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter to Prime Minister Cosgrave at Tab A • 
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MEMORANDUM 1894 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

ACTION 
April 9, 1976 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

MALCOLM BUTLER 7)1/> 

1 cd;; }. (t.;cf h> 7: 
<{-(~ !0&0 

SUBJECT: Letter from Irish Prime Minister on 
Beef Imports 

Prime Minister Cosgrave of Ireland has written the President 
expressing his concern about the pending imposition of counter
vailing duties on US imports of Irish beef. 

At Tab I is a memorandum to the President recommending that he 
sign the response at Tab A. The response notes that the Irish and 
the EC have been fully informed that we would impose countervailing 
duties if subsidized exports continued, and that the President has 
little policy discretion in this matter. 

Treasury will countervail once they have received a formal statement 
from Customs, probably in about ten days. 

State, Treasury, Seidman, and Hartmann concur. 

Bob Hormats and Denis Clift concur. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I • 

• 
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JO I.farch 1976 

Dear ~r. President 

I have been disturbed to learn that despite our 
suspension of exports of bee.f for a period totalling two 
months fro 4th March, to provide for further discussions 
between the .!.t • and the United States, a decision has been 

' taken to i pose countervailing duties l~thout further 
negotiation and to publish this next Thursday. 

e have also been v ry deeply concerned to be told by 

another bassy in ~ashington that our quota allocation 
for the present year has be n eut from eight million 
pounds to four illion pounds with a view to increasing 
the allocations to Australia and ew 9-ealand . 

I should be grateful if you could arrange that no action 
be taken on the countervailing duti pending further 
discussions with the European Community and rould also 
welcome reassurance on the quota allocation situation. 

You will appreciate my concern lest developments of this 
kind, taking place so shortly after y successful - and 
enjoyable • visit to your country, should affect the 
excellent relations between Ireland and the United States 
which I feel have been strengthened as a result of your 
kind invitation to e to pay this official visit. 

Yours sincerely 

Liam Cosgrave 
Prime iUnister of Ireland 

The President 
The lhite House 
ashington D. C • 

• 
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• March 30 1976 

Dear l~. President 

I have been ask d by my Prime Mlnister, 

Mr. Liam Cosgrave, T. D •• to transmit to you the 

enclosed message. 

The President 
The \!fbi te House 
WASHINGTOlt D. C • 

• 

I am 

l~ dear Mr. President 

Your sine erely 

J. ~. LoUoy 

John G. lloy 
Ambassador of Ireland 

, 
"' 
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AMBASAID NA HEIREANN 

EMBASSY OF IRELAND 

WASHINGTON,D.G.20008 

March 30 1976 

Dear Mr. President 

I have been asked by my Prime Minister, 

Mr. Liam Cosgrave, T.D., to transmit to you the 

enclosed message. 

The President 
The White House 
WASHINGTON D.C • 

• 

I am 

My dear Mr. President 

Yours sincerely 

!/ y 

v John G. Molloy 
Ambassador or Ireland 

. ' ... 

\ 
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30 March 1976 

Dear Mr. President 

I have been disturbed to learn that despite our 

suspension of exports of beef for a period totalling two 

months from 4th March, to provide for further discussions 

between the EEC and the United States, a decision has been 

taken to impose countervailing duties without further 

negotiation and to publish this next Thursday. 

We have also been very deeply concerned to be told by 

another Embassy in Washington that our quota allocation 

for the present year has been cut from eight million 

pounds to four million pounds with a view to increasing 

the allocations to Australia and New Zealand. 

I should be grateful if you could arrange that no action 

be taken on the countervailing duties pending further 

discussions with the European Community and would also 

welcome reassurance on the quota allocation situation. 

You will appreciate my concern lest developments of this 

kind, taking place so shortly after my successful - and 

enjoyable - visit to your country, should affect the 

excellent relations between Ireland and the United States 

which I feel have been strengthened as a result of your 

kind invitation to me to pay this official visit. 

Yours sincerely 

Liam Cosgrave 
Prime Minister of Ireland 

The President 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 

• 
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AMBASAID NA H EIREANN 

EMBASSY OF IRELAND 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Forwarded with the compliments 

of the 

Embassy of Ireland 

Washington, D. C. 

\ \,.~ 

·'of-: ' 

' I -·· 
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DATE OF CERTIFICATION 

. ' 
' 

29-12-75 

29-12-75 

• 29-12.75 

29-12-75 

29-12-75 

29-12-75 

2-1-76 

J 2-1-76 

~ I._ ' .• . ' 

"•••-• ''" -••• ••·--·••' oH•- 0------·-- ··-- .... "-··~-· •'-••••···, ... ,.·,, ............ ~ .. ~ .. ···~-·::... .... -.~·--;., .... ·~-:......'C:.,.,_··,:r-·.,",,,;;.,, ... ~ .... ,·,;: ,_,·,.,•0 0, ..: .. ·• ,.,•''''•',o••'•OL'o'• ,_.,•,,', 

DETAILS OF BEEF CONSIGNMENTS SHIPPED IN THE 
PERIOD FROM 17 DECEMBER 1975 TO 4 MARCH 1976 

CONSIGNOR 

Irish Meat Packers, 
Leixlip 

Clover, 
Waterford 

Kildare Chilling Co. 

International Meat Co 

Premier Meats 

Premier Meats 

Trans Ocean Meat Co Ltd. 
Boundary House 
91/93 Charterhouse St 
London E.c.l. M6HR 

Trans Ocean Meat Co Ltd. 
Boundary House 
91/93 Charterhouse St 
London E.C.1. M6HR 

·. -,.-
i ... 

·-·. 

CONSIGNEE 

Gurrentz International Corp 
200 Sth Craig St 
Pittsburg, Pa 

Gurrentz International Corp 
Pittsburg 

Gurrentz International Corp 
200 Sth Craig St 
Pittsburg, Pa 

Gurrentz International 
200 Sth Craig St 
Pittsburg, Pa 

Gurrentz International Corp 
200 Sth Craig St 
Pittsburg, Pa 

Gurrentz International Corp 
200 Sth Craig St 
Pittsburg, Pa 

Beacon Food Products 
P.O. Box 457 
3105 McArthur Boulevard 
Nthur Boulevard 
Northbreak, Illinois 60062 

Beacon Food Products 
P.o. Box 457 
3105 McArthur Boulevard 
Northbreak, Illinois 60062 

'/-

CONTAINER NO 

SEAU 22734 

SEAU 22734 

SEAU 22734 

SEAU 22734 

SEAU 28292 

SEAU 22734 

USLU 430/685/3 

USLU 430/031/0 

... ; 
. . ·- ~-, ... ·-:.;; ·.: -~

__ ;.:. __ . 

. 1'.--

QUANTITY 

11220 LBS 

8340 LBS 

1440 LBS 

12480 LBS 

39000 LBS 

5520 LBS 

37324 LBS 

37324 LBS 
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Page 2 

DATE OF CERTIFICATION 

. 7-1-76 

8-1-76 

9·1-76 

12.1-76 

19-1-76 

19.1-76 

20.1-76 

27-2-76 

CONSIGNOR 

· International Mea:t Co 

Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip 

Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip 

Irish Meat Packers 
Middleton 
Co. Dork 

Irish Meat Packers 
Middleton 
Co. Cork 

- Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip 

Irish Meat Packers 

Irish Meat Packers 
Middleton 
Co. Dork 

Iiish Meat Packers, Leixlip 

International Meat Co 

Irish Meat Packers 
Middleton 

Irish Meat Packers 
Middleton 

, ... _~·.'. 

CONSIGNEE 

Gurrentz International Corp 

Gurrentz International Corp . 

star Importing Co 
· 183 Columbia St 

Hanover, Mass 02339 

star Importing Co. 

Star Importing Co. 

Gurrentz International Corp 

star Importing Co. 

Star Importing Co. 

Gurrentz International Corp 

Horizon Importing Corp 
Box 1026 
Valley Road 
Wayne, N.J. 07470 

Horizon Importing Corp 

Gurrentz International Corp 

CONTAINER NO 
.. 

SEAU 29394 ·. 

SEAU 20947 

. SEAU · 29672 

SEAU 20578 

SEAU 200543 

SEAU 28671 

SEAU 21707 

SEAU 29830 

SEAU 26677 

SEAU 20895 

SEAU 29280 

SEAU 200017 

... ; 

'·· 

QUANTITY 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

39000 LBS 

./ 
_, ... 
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Page 3 

DATE OF CERTIFICATION CONSIGNOR CONSIGNEE CONTAINER NO _QUANTITY 

23-2-76 International Meat Co Gurrentz International Corp SEAU 26756 .. 39000 LBS •... 
. . 

17-2-76 International Meat Co Gurrentz International Corp SEAU 200453 14760 LBS 

26.2. 76 · Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip Horizon Importing Inc. SEAU 20401 39000 LBS' 

t 
I 17-2-76 Kildare Meats Ltd M & N Trading Corp 28-767 39000 LBS 
I 
I 
t 

18-2.76 Kildare Meats Ltd M & N Trading Corp SEAU 200-151 39000 LBS 

18.2-76 Kildare Meats Ltd M & N Trading COrp 21-552 39000 LBS 
• 

19-2-76 Kildare Meats Ltd M & N Trading Corp 26-586 39000 LBS 

19-2-76 Kildare Meats Ltd M & N Trading Corp . 28-169 39000 LBS 

16.2-76 . -Irish Meat Packers, Middleton Horizon Importing Inc. SEAU 200418 · 39000 LBS 

16_.2. 76 Irish Meat Packers, Middleton Horizon Importing Inc. SEAU 21231 39000 LBS 

17-2-76 Irish Meat Packers, Midleton Horizon Importing Inc. SEAU 28267 39000 LBS 

20.2-76 Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip Gurrentz International Corp SEAU 20524 . 39000 LBS 

9-2-76 
.;. 

SEAU 28236 Irish Meat Packers, Middleton Horizon Importing Inc 39000 LBS 

13-2-76 Irish Meat Packers, Middleton Gurrentz International Corp SEAU 26926 39000 LBS 

12-2-76 Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip Gurrentz International Corp SEAU 22627 39000 LBS 

11.2. 76 Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip Horizon Importing Inc. SEAU 22025 39000 LBS 

11.2. 76 Irish Meat Pac.kers, Leixlip Horizon Importing Inc SEAU 26790 39000 LBS 

13-2-76 Irish Meat Packers, Midleton .. Gurrentz International Corp SEAU 26703 39000 LBS 
"' .. . J 

.. ·- ·. . ~ • ... '-~ . - . . -~(- -... · ' - .-· .. '~ .. "'" . ,.,.. . 
.. . ·• ... ': • I, ;.•· .~ • • ';- '. ·:• 

.. :--: ~- .. ~~..., . ·.:.- ·' 
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·Page 4 · 

DATE OF CERTIFICATION 

13-2-76 

. 24-2-76 

24·?-76 

. 25-2-76 

25-2-76 

25-2-76 

25-2-76 

26-2-76 

27-1-76 

27-1-76 

28.1-76 

5-2-76 

4-2-76 

4-2-76 

4-2-76 

4-2-76 

1.3-2-76 

.. 

CONSIGNOR 

· Irish Meat Packers, LeWip 

Kildare Meats 

Kildare Meats 

Kildare Meats 

Kildare Meats 

Kildare Meats 

Kildare Meats 

Kildare Meats 

Irish Meat Packers, Middleton 

International Meat Co 

Border of Sengen (Dublin) Ltd 

International Meat Co 

Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip 

Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip 

Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip 

. Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip 

Irish Meat Packers, Middleton 

... ·-· .. ·· .. ·( .. ··.-

CONSIGNEE 

. Gurrentz International. Corp . 

M & N Trading 

M & N Trading 

M & N Trading 

M & N Trading 

M & N Trading 

M & N Trading 

Horizon Importing Inc 

Gurrentz International Corp 

Horizon Importing Inc 

Gurrentz International Corp 

~ Horizon Importing Inc 

Horizon Importing Inc 

Horizon Importing Inc 

M & N Meats Co 
201 Penn Center Boulevard 
Pittsburg, Pa 152.35 

Horizon Importing Inc 

:~-··. ·. 

CONTAINER. NO QUANTITY 

'200453 .··24240 LBS 

SEAU 2(:,..771 - .39000 LBS 

· SEAU 28-100 39000 LBS - . 

21-613 39000 LBS 

HLCU 4700 293 .39000 LBS 

22-166 39000 LBS 

21-125 39000 LBS 

HCLU 4700930 .39000 LBS 

SEAU 26795 39000 LBS 

SEAU 29613 .39000 LBS 

USLU 4.30 050 38090 LBS 

SEAU 20569 -.39000 LBS 

SEAU 26793 .39000 LBS 

SEAU 261.38 .39000 LBS 

SEAU 29229 .39000 LBS 

SEAU 26720 39000 LBS 

SEAU 26.307 .39000 LBS 

. .. I 
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Page 5 
... 

DATE OF CERTIFICATION - CONSIGNOR CONSIGNEE CGr-ITAINER NO 
.. 

9-2-76 
.. 

Irish Meat Packers, Middleton ! . Horizon Im.portmg Inc _· ,_-_ .. .· .. · -•--SEAU 29063 :. ·_ 39000 LBS ·. ·• 
~ " 

! 9-2-76 Irish Meat Packers, Midleton Horizon Importing Inc ·SEAU 29278 39000 LBS .. ( . 
20-2-76 Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip I 

i 
- Horizon Importing Inc SEAU 29743 -·39000 LBS 

I 19-2-76 Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip I Horizon Importing Inc · · .SEAU 21472 39000 LBS 

I 2-3-76 Irish Meat Packers, Midleton Horizon Importing Inc SEAU 22689 39000 LBS 

• 1.3-76 Irish Meat Packers, Midleton M & N Meats SEAU 22565 39000 LBS 

1.3-76 International Meat Co Gurrentz International Corp SEAU 20015 39000 LBS 

2-3-76 International Meat Co Horizon Importing . Inc SEAU 26940 39000 LBS 

2-3-76 Irish Meat Packers, Leixlip Gurrentz International Corp SEAU 29041. 39000 LBS 

4-3-76 Kildare Meats Ltd M & N Trading Corp HLCU 4700879 39000 LBS 
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MEMORANDUM 1894 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

SUBJECT: Irish Beef Imports 

At Tab B is a letter to you from Prime Minister Cosgrave of 
Ireland expressing concern over the imposition of countervailing 
du~ies on US imports of Irish beef and the reduction of the 1976 
Irish "quota allocation." ~-.t-~~ 

J~ 
At Tab A for your sign~au e is a reply explaining that the United 
States has made clear it intention to impose countervailing duties 
if beef benefitting from llestitution payment-s continued to be shipped 
to the US in 197 6. The response also makes clear that Ireland has 
no "quota allocation" for beef and that the figure of 4 million pounds 
cited by the Prime Minister represents an estimate of previously 
anticipated imports. The letter emphasizes your hope that the 
action will not be seen as a diminution of your resolve to strengthen 
even further the excellent relations we have with Ireland. 

~ 
State, Treasury,<( Seidm<tn, aBe Hatbn&tn'l concur. r'~ ~ ·~~ 
~ ~ tL>'li .. ~J.f , ,."1':~_-·· .-

~~~ ,-t~~·~»~''" 

RECOMMEN ATION: 

That you sign the letter to Prime Minister Cosgrave at Tab A. 

..~· 

• 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

Irish Beef Imports 

1894 

ACTION 

At Tab B is a letter to you from Prime Minister Cosgrave of Ireland 
expres•ing concern o.ver the imposition of eountervailinl duties on US 
imports of Irish beef and the reduction of the 1976 Irish "quota 
allocation. n 

At Tab A for your signature is a reply explaining that the United States 
has made clear its intention to improve countervailinl duties if beef 
benefitting from sovermnent subsidies continued to be shipped to the 
US in 1976. The response also makes clear that Ireland has no "quota 
alloeationtt for beef and that the figure of 4 million pounds dted by 
the Prime Minister represents an estimate of previously anticipated 
imports. The letter emphasizes your hope that the action will not be 
aeen as a diminution of your resolve to strengthen e-.en further the 
excellent relations we ha•e with Ireland. 

State, Treaeury and Seidman concur. The text has been cleared by 
Bob Hartmann. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter to Prime Minister Cosgaave at Tab A. 

iretyped:BS:feg:4 / l 0/76 

• 

j 
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MEMORANDUM FOR:: 

FROM~ 

SUBJECT: 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

lritlh Beef Import• 

1894 

ACTION 

At Tab B l• a letter to yoa &om Prime Mial•ter Coe1rave of lrelaad 
expre .. iDI coac:era over the lmpoeltloa of cM.DtervalliJII 411tle• oa US 
tmporta ol In.h beef and the reduc:tloa of the 1976 Iri•h "quota 
allocattoa." 

At Tab A for your •ilaature is a reply ezplaiDiD& that the Ualted State• 
has made clear it• inteatloa te imprcwe cODDtervatUat du.tles if beef 
beaefittiDt fram IOYeram.eat eub•ldlea coati.Dued to be •hlppecl to the 
US ill 1976. The reepoue alae make• clear that Irelaal baa ao "quota 
allocatlOD" for beef aad that the flpre of .f miWoa pouads elted by 
the Prime Mial•tel' repreHilta aa ••timate of prevlouly aatlelpated 
lmpori•. The letter empbadses yoar hope that the aetloa wilt aot be 
Mea a• a 4imlautloa of y<MU re•olve to •treqthea eYeA further the 
exeelleAt relatloaa we laave with Iretaact. 

State. Tnuary and SeidmaD. coacur. The text ha• been cleared by 
Bob Hartrna.aa. 

RECOMYEND..ATION: 

That yoa fttJl the letter to Prime Mlalater Coqaave at Tab A. 

lletyped:BS:feg:4/10/76 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

1894 

ACTION 

At Tab B is a tetter to you from Prime Mlaiater CoaJrave of Irelan.d 
expreaeint coac.era over the impoaltlors of cow:t.tervailiAI dutlea OA US 
import• of Iriah beef aDd the red~tioa of the 1 9'76 lriah t•quota 
allocation. u 

At Tab A for your •i«nature is a reply esplailliag that the Uaited States 
baa made clear Ua lateatlo.a to improve cou.atervaitial dratlea if beef 
beaeflttlllt from.1overmne.at aa'baidiea coatinued to be shipped to the 
US i.G 1976. The reapoue alao makes clear that Iretaad. baa eo ''quota 
a\locatioen ftn beef aad that the figure of 4 milUon poa.ada cited by 
the Prime- Mia1ate:r 1'epreeeata aa eatimate of previoualy aatlcipated 
lmpo:rta. The letter e.mpbaelsea your hope that the actioa will not be 
eeea •• a diml.ruatioa of your resolve to atreagthe:n evea farther the 
es.celteat relatiODa cwe have with lretaad. 

State. Trea•uy and Seidmaa coacur. The text baa been cleared by 
Bob Hartmann. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Tbat you ftiD the letter to Prime :Ullli•ter: Coaa..V. at Tab A. 

Ketyped:BS:feg:4/l 0/76 
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MEMOBANDUJd FOR: 

F.BOM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENTSCOWCROFT 

1894 

ACTION 

At Tao B lea letter to you: from Prime Miaiater Coegrave of lrelaad 
expreaaiat coaceJ"D. ove~ the tm.po.ltlo.rl ot coaa.teryaili.al d tlea am US 
impol'ta of utah beet a1ld the reclac:tioa of the 1976 Irlah ttquota 
alloc:atioa. u 

At Tab A for yo'lr aigaatu2'e la a nply explailliag that the Uaited Statea 
baa made eleal' Ua lateatloa to impJ"OYe COWlter¥aillaC duties if beef 
beae1ltt11C from acwermnetd aubaidie• c:04t1Jhied to be ehlpped to the 
US la !976. The zoeapoqe ateo makea clear that lrelaad ba• 110 11quota 
aUocatloa" foJ" beef aad that tie figun of 4 million pouade clted by 
the Prime Mielate1' repreaeata aa eatlmate of prevlou•lY aatlcipated 
lmpona. The tetter empbaalsea your hope that the actloa wltl aot be 
seea •• a dimlllatiOD of you reaolve to atreagtheo evea farther the 
exceUeot relatioaa we have with Iretau. 

State. 'Ireaerli'J' and Seldmu c:oacu. The text haa beea cleared by 
Bob Hartmann. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you 11 • tbe letter to Prime Mlaieter Coecaave at Tab A. 

Jr etyped:BS:feg:4/l 0/76 

.. 
/ 

-
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based on the total amount of beef received by the United 
States thus far in 1976. Countervailing duty action, how
ever, is likely to preclude further imports. 

I hope you will understand that the Treasury Department's 
decision to apply countervailing duties on beef from the 
European Community has been taken as a result of firm 
commitments, previously undertaken under our law and 
communicated to all concerned parties, as to the manner of 
dealing with continued restitution payments on meat ship-

ments. ~~ 

I want to emphasize moEstrongly my hope that this should 
not be interpreted in an way as a diminution of the resolve 
I expressed during your visit to strengthen even further the 
already excellent relations between the United States and 
Ireland. I look forward to continuing close consultations on 
all matters of concern to our countries. 

Warm personal regards, 

yJ 
2 
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(Retyped second page, only) 1894 

baaed on the total amount of beef received by the United 
State& thua far in 1976. Countervailinl duty action, how
ever, ia likely to preclude further importe. 

I hope you will underetand that the Treaeury DepartmeAt'e 
deeilion to apply countervailiril dutiee on beef from the 
~uopean Community haa been taken ae a re eult of firm 
commitmenh, previou1ly undel'takeft und«r our law and 
communicated to all concerned partiea, a .a to the Jnanner 
of dealina with continued restitution payme.nta on meat 
ehipment1. 

I want to ernphaai•• mo•t atron1ly my hope that thil should 
not be interpreted in any way •• a diminution of the re•olve 
I expre aaed during your moat welcome vielt to atrengthen 
eve11 further the al~eady excellent relation• between the 
Unlted Statea and Inland. I look forward to continuing 
clo•• conaultationa on all matter• of concern to our 
counts-ie•· 

Warm peraonal regarde, 

Hia Excellency 
Liam Co•grave 
Prime Minister 

ofl:reland 
Dublin 

GRF:BS:feg:4/10/76 
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(Retyped second page, only) 1894 

z 

baaed oa tbe total amout of beef received by tbe Uait.4 
St&tea thu far la 1976. Ceaateft'alllac cla.ty actloa, how
ever, la Ukely to preelwle f\uother lmporte. 

1 hope yCMa wlll aaderetaM tbat tM Treaauy Depal'tmeat'e 
deci.toa to apply coaatei"YalllaC •....u.• oa beef from tile 
J:vopeaa Commulty haa beea takea •• a nnlt of ftrm 
commltmeata, pnvlouly oadertakea uader ou law aa4 
cOID.Inllllicat .. to all cttDCerM4 partlee, aa to the maDHI' 

oldeaU., with cozatlaued reatltutloa paymeate oa meat 
8hlpmeata. 

1 waat to em.phaalM molt m-.ly my hope that tble alaould 
DOt be laterpa"eted la aay way a• a dlmlautloa of U.. reaot.e 
l expreaM4 ....... ,..v mo•t welcome .talt to 8tnaplaea 
eftA futber the already GDCelleat nlatlou betweea tile 
Uldted Statea aad lnlaa4. lloek forward to coatlaal.Dt 
cloH coanltatlOM 011 aU mattera of c•cera to ou 
cOW'ltl-lea. 

Wana peraoaal rea••••• 

Hla bcelleacy 
Ltam.C•••••• 
Prime MW.ter 

ollnlaad 
Dalla 

GRF:BS:feg:4/10/76 
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(Retyped second page. only) 1894 

baled oa the total amOWlt ol beef received by the United 
state• thwl fal" la 1976. Couatei'YaUtar d'Sty ac:ttoa, how
ever, l• \1kety to preclude fvther 1m porta. 

1 hope yoo will tmderataad that the Trea1uy Departmeat•a 
deelatoa to apply c:oaaterralllf&l dutlea on beef from the 
Euopeaa Commwdty ha• beea take •• a nauU of Brm 
cormnttmellt•, p..-nouaty Wldertaken UJJ.der our law alld 
coaumudcated to all coneeraed part111, aa to the maao.er 
of deallal with eootlaued re•tltutloa payment• oa meat 
ahtpmeats. 

I walll to emphaab• mo• atroatlY my hope that W• ahould 
ut be lftternetecl ill uy way •• • «lrnlaotloa of the re1ol•e 
1 exgreaeecl dutq f01U' mo1t welcome vl1lt to atreqthea 
e..a futhel' the ab~eady' excelleat nlatlou betweea the 
Ualted State• aad ll'elau. l took lorw&rd to coatlDtdat 
C\Ne COA-.ltatloaa on &U m&tteft of CODCI!l'D to OV 
eowatri••· 

Hb btelleau:y 
Ltamca.,rue 
Prime Mlal$r 

ollntaad 
Du.bllA 

GRF:BS:feg:4/10/76 
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baaed Oil the total amout of Mef received by the Uaited 
State• tlwa far ta 1976. Collatel"f'aillDJ da.ty atttloa, how
ever, la Ubty to preclude lunber ln'lports. 

I hope you. will udetataad that tta. Treaauy Departrnot'• 
c!eei•loa to apply couatervaUllli dutlea oa beef from the 
Euope.a Comt'Xlulty baa beea takea •• a reaolt of ftl'ft'l 
commitmer.tta, pre'llouty ODde:rtakea uadet- oo.r taw aDd 
commulcatec! to all coaceraed partlea, •• to the maaaer 
of deauaa wlth eoldlaued re•Ututtoa paymeata oa meat 
ablpmeata. 

1 wa&lt to emphaalae mo.t •tJ'OilllY my hope that thla ahould 
DOt be iakJ."preted ill aay way •• • 4lrnbtatloa of tiM reaol•• 
t expl"eaMd cturlq yoq moat .. tcome Ylalt to atuqtlaea 
eftA fonher the ab•eady escelleat nlatloaa betw.ea the 
U.U.d Statea aad ll'elaad. 11ook fo...,.rd to coatlaul"' 
clot• coanttatloq oa aU rnatlel"a of coacera to ov 
coutrl••• 

HJ.a Eae,elteacy 
LtamCoqra-.. 
Prlme MtaUt&r 

oflrelaa4 
ouu. 

GRF:BS:feg:4/10/76 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I very much appreciate your letter of March 30, with your 
request that the United States withhold action imposing 
countervailing duties on imports of beef from the European 
Community. I agree that the circumstances are regrettable, 
especially in view of the relatively small quantities of beef 
involved, but the policy discretion available under our law 
is limited and the Treasury Departmen~lhas no choice but 
to proceed with countervailing action. / 

Late in 1975, it became clear that ~der our Trade Act 
countervailing duties would have t~~'be imposed immediately 
if beef which benefitted from rest,i'tution payments were 
shipped to the United States in 1976. This was communicated 
to officials of both the Irish government and the European 
Community on several occasions. It was also communicated 
to domestic groups in the United States, and countervailing 
duty action in 1975 was thereby forestalled. Early this year, 
however, it was learned t¥t a small amount of beef had been 
exported again in 1976, al)d only with considerable difficulty 
was the Treasury Depar~ent able to pfirsuade the US 
domestic industry not tel press for countervailing duties. 
The Treasury Depart¥nt has subsequently become aware 
that substantially greaJter quantities of beef have in fact been 
shipped, and it is no fonger possible to avoid action. 

With respect to you.J concern regarding beef quotas, it should 
s 

be pointed out that ipe United States has not imposed quotas 
on imports of Irish/bee£. The four million pound figure to 
which you refer re:~resents a market estimate of likely imports 

~'!!· , 
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Dear Mr. Frlme Minuter: 

1894-Pa~e 1 
retyped:nrn.:4/ 12/76 

I very much appreciate your letter ol March 30. with yOlU' 

r"equeat that the United State• withhold action lmpoatng 
countervaUtng dutle• on import• of beef from the EUI"~an 
Community. I agree that the cbc\lln8tance• are regrettable. 
especially in view ol. the relatively amaU quantltiea of. be.t 
involved, but tbe policy dlacreti011 available undel' ouso law 
is lhnlted and the Treaaury Department baa no choke but 
to proc"d with countervaUing action. 

Late tn 1975, it beeame clear that under our Trade Act 
countervaUI.ng dutiea would have to be tmpoaed lmmt!dlately 
U beef which benelltte<llrom l'eetit\Jtlon payment. wea-e 
ahipped to the United State• In 1976. Thla waa commUDi<:ated 
to olflcl.ala of both the &lah Govei"Dm.ent and the Europeao 
Community on several occaatoaa. It waa alao communicated 
to domeatic groupa In the United State•• and countervalllng 
duty actlon In 1975 waa thereby foreat.U.d. Euly tht• year, 
however, lt waa learned that a amaU amount of beef bad been 
exported again ln 1976, and only with cooalderable duttculty 
waa the Tre&aUI"y Departmat able to perauade the u.s. 
domeatlc induatry not to pre•• fol' counterva.Ulng dutle•. 
The Treaaury Depanrnent baa aubaequently become aware 
that aubatantially greater quantlttea ot beef bave tn fact been 
1hipped, and it i8 no lonpl' po•atble to avold actlcm. 

With reaped to your coneen regarding beef quotaa, it abould 
be pointed out that the United atatea ba• DOt lrnpoaed quota• 
on imports of lriah be.t. The lou mUlton pound figure to 
which you refer repre•ents a market eatimata of l.lkely imports 

• 
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1894-Paie 1 
retyped:mn:4/1Z /76 

I .,.,., mw.c:Ja appnclate yov ._.a- of Mucll JO, wtta JDU' 
Nt~•at that tile UDlted Stat.• wltlalteld actl8a bllpottlq 
c:oaate .. ..ntaa atle• • lmpona of Mel fnm the Euopeaa 
Cemmaalty. laane that tbe cbcumetaacea an Nlnttaltla, 
eapeclally Ia Ylew of the nlatlwl, amall 4uatltlea of beef 
baYOlved, but the pollcy cUac...UO. a..allable uacler Gal' law 
t. lbnlte4 aad the Tnuuy Deput:rrMult bu ao choice but 
to proceed witll c:..ten&Uiaa actloa. 

Late 1D 1975, ll beeam~t cJeaa- tMt ...... ou Tncle .Ac:t 
c.--.vaWaa cmtlea woald llaw to 1M t.mpoae4 brunedlately 
fl hef 'Whlcb Naefttt.cl &om natltattoa paJ'ftliii'U wen 
a hipped to tM Uaalted State a Ia 1976. Tilda wu comn •kaW 
to olfklal• o1 both the Ja-lali a....,...at &lid the Evepeaa 
CommGDity oa ... s-a~ oc:caaS..a. Jt waa abo cODUilllllk:ated 
to cleDteetlc J1'01IINI Ia tbe UaltH Statea, aad coate....U.lq 
._., actlea Ia 1975 wae tlae:reby fueetallecl. Euly tbla year, 
......... It wae Jaane• tat a llm&ll amoaat of bnl bad-.. 
~&laiD AD 1976, aad ealy with c•alcler.W. dlffkalty 
waa tile Tnuuy Depanm.at ole to pe:rnade t1ae u.s. 
doDWatlc lllc1QaUy aot to pnaa fu c.,_...nam., &atJee. 
The TN&eUrr Departmat baa aabiJMIGtatl.y t.ecome awan 
that a\11Ntaattally anate:r .-,attttea of beef ...,.,. &a fact hea 
alltppecl, aaa It Ia ao loapr poaaO.Ie to avoW actt.. 

With napect to you-~•n naarcllaa beef • .-.., It abo1dcl 
be polated oat tbat the uatte• Staaea laaa aot lmpoaed quotaa 
OD lmpol'ta ol bisll Met. Tbe 1.- mUUoa. pouatlflaWI'e to 
wblcb yo• nle:r npnaata a m&l'bt eatlmaM olltkely lmpona 

• 
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1894-Page 1 
:r-etyped:nm:4/1Z /76 

1 ftry much apprtteiate yoUJ> lette~ of ).lt..uch JO. rill your 
nq,11eat tb&t the Ualted State• wttkhold acthm bnpo•laia 
r:otmtervaillllg du.Ue• on tmporta of beet frotn tbe Eacrpean 
Commard.ty.. I •• ,... th&t the CircU!llataDce• an rearettable .. 
• _,.ctaUy ill mw ot the relatively amall qU&Jltl.tlea ol beet 
ta-.olwd. but the polky dlac:1'etloa available under ov law 
U. llmlte4 ud tbe Treaa:vy Department baa 1\0 choice but 
to proceed wltlt c.otiDte~"V&Uma .atoa. 

Late iD 1975, lt became clear that UDder ou Tll'&de Act 
<:o\Ultei'VaDiac dutJ.e• would haw to h-. lmpo1ed lmmedla~ly 
If beelwhlcb ~aefltted from n.ututlon pa~ were 
ahlpped to the UalMd Statea m 1916. Thla wa• cornml1Dleated 
to oltkiala of both tbt Irbb. Clovemrnut aDd tbe Euopee 
c ommuclty oa ••.eral oeca.a t••· It wa.a al•o eor.rununic:ated 
to domeatlc aroupa I:D tt.. United State a. ud COUiltena.Ublg 
~ action tn 197S was tbreby fueeta.Uect. Euly ttd• .,. ..... 
howewr. lt waa lea.J'Md th:at a •mall &m.OUDt of ~.t bad beell 
export.d agala iu 1916, aad ODly 'With coaelderahle dlfflculty 
...,... the T:reaatlt'y Deparimeat able to peraU&<M t1ut u.s. 
domeatic: lnduaby not to pre•• for eO\Ulterv..Ulng dutlea. 
Tb.e Tna•uy Depanment ba• •ub•eqoently become &WU'e 
that •1JlJ•tautiaUy &~'•ateJ' qUiltltS.• of beef have Ia fact been 
•hlpptad, and it la no longea- poasibt. to a'YOld act1011. 

lth t'eepeet to yOU' ~oneea reaariing ta.ef quotae. lt ebould 
be poiated oat that \be United State• bas not b:npoaed quota• 
oa hnpol'ts of lri•h beef. Tbe tour mllUon poad llgv• to 
wblch you r.tel' repreaems • tnal'ket eetlmate of Uk.ely bnpone 

• 
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I 'NIT mucfl appr"late you t.tt.r of Ma:reh SO, wltll. you 
.-.queat tbat the Catted State• wltbhold actkm tmpoatna 
eOtllltervantaa dutlea G1l tmpom oll:Maef from the EuopMA 
Commaatty. laaree that tbe el.ftqmata.nee• are nar.uable, 
••peclally bl Y.lew ot the l'elatlvely amaU qUDtltlea of b..r 
lovolftd, but the polky tllachtioa ••Uahte ude..- ov law 
l8 hmlted u.d tbe TreaaulT Department bae ao choke but 
to proceed Ylltk eoutenaUI!la adloa .. 

La*- ID 19'7!, It became clear tbM wader out' 1:1'&0. Act 
coUDtenallll'lc c!utiea ould haw to 'M lmpo••d immediately 
Jf 'beef which beaelltte4 .from J:e.tltatloa paymeab were 
ahlpped to ttt. Ualt.d State• tD 19'2'6. Tbl• -.vaa comm\Ullc&ted 
to oltklala of botb t._ kbtl Govel'llment and the Eut-e»p41U 
r· Om.znuAlty oa •eYeJ'al oec:aalcma. lt. waa alao comm.tmleated 
to domeatl.c gnupa a the Uatted Stat.•. aad cOlllltenaWDg 
duty actloD Ia 1975 • • thereby tol'eatalled. Euly tbi• yeu. 
bowewl', lt waa leanaed that a amaU am.OGDt ot 'beef bad bun 
expofted agata lft 19?6, ud oely with eora•lderable dllfkalty 
waa the Tr ... aury Depal'bnAtr&t able to perauact. ._ U. • 
dom.e.Uc ladasatry &lOt to pn•• for couatol'vantoa atlea. 
Tbe Treuvy Depanmeat be.• •cab•~tly become a.wal'e 
tM.t •a•tutlally ••••••~ quaatttS.a of beef hav. lA f~t '~ted 
1hipptd. ud lt Ia ao loagel' po••tble to &.old actlOG. 

lth napec:t to you ccmeen ,..~dms et quota•, lt aboold 
be pokded oat that tbe Ualte4 Stat•• ba• not lmpo1ed quota• 
e tmpol't• ol. lrlab lleef. The fOGr mUllOD pou4 ftgve to 
wblc:b yo11 nfer npr••• t• a m.al'ket eatlm.ata of llkely lmpol'ta 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

4/14/76 

TO: BRENT SCOWCROFT 
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!UJL 
Robert D. Linder 
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6 Aprill976 

The President 
The White House 
Washington D. C. 

ROINN AN TAOISIGH 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TAOISEACH 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH 2 
DUBLIN 2 

Now that I have been home for a while I would like to confirm 

the telegram I sent before leaving· America. For Mrs. Cosgrave 

and me - and indeed for the whole party - the visit was a magnificent 

illustration of all that is best and most generous in American hospitality. 

Its organisation demonstrated for every one of us the efficiency with 

which you g·et things done. 

I value highly the relationship we established in the White House on 

17th March - and am particularly appreciative of the understanding 

you and Dr. Kissinger showed on that day. I think that this 

relationship was indeed reflected in a special way in the hospitality 

which you and Mrs. Ford extended to us later in the evening and in 

the presents which you so generously gave us. We will always value 

these, not only for their intrinsic worth, but as reminders of a truly 

memorable occasion. 

You may be interested to know that on returning here I took steps to 

ensure that our appreciation and an account of the matters dealt with 

during our visit were placed on record in Dciil tireann. I think that 

the reception in the House of my statement confirms my view that the 

visit added a new dimension to relations between our two countries. 

Mrs. Cosgrave and I look forward to meeting you and Mrs. Ford, 

and your children, when you come to see us in Ireland and hope to be 

able to reciprocate, in our own way, all the kindness you have shown us . 

• 
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BY HAND 
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The President 
The White House 
WASHINGTON D.C • 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington D. C. 
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