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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 10, 1975 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have read with interest your letters of April 21 
and May 10 describing the efforts you and your 
country are making to improve agricultural pro
duction. We wish you every success as Guinea 
strives to achieve self-sufficiency in the produc
tion of food. 

We are mindful of the present food shortages you 
are experiencing and are pleased to be able to 
assist you where we can. We will carefully examine 
your requests for assistance under the 1976 Food 
for Peace program and will try to be as responsive 
as possible to your needs. 

The United States Government is honored to receive 
delegations from Guinea as we seek to improve 
further the friendly relations that exist between 
our two countries. We appreciate the kind words 
with which Minister Drame recently described our 
bilateral relations. 

May I take this opportunity to commend to you our 
new Ambassador to the Republic of Guinea, William 
C. Harrop, who has just arrived in Conakry to 
assume his new duties. Mr. Harrop is a distinguished 
career diplomat in whom I place the highest personal 
confidence. 

Sincerely, 

" 

His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure 
President of The Republic of Guinea 
Conakry 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION:· 

CLASSIFICATION 

GEORGE SPRINGSTEEN 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

TO: President Ahmed Sekou Toure of Guinea 

FROM: President Ford 

DATE: July 10, 1975 

SUBJECT: Pres ltr for dispatch via state pouch 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

,c 
Date: July 12, 1975 

NSC LOG# 7503578 

PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE _ ____:DRAFT REPLY FOR: ---

DUE DATE: 
URGENT XXXX 
ROUTINE 

WHITE HOUSE STAFF SIGNATUR 
OTHER --- -----------------~ 

DIRECT REPLY 
---' 

FURNISH INFO COPY 
--'---...;. 

XX DISPATCH 

__ RECOMMENDATIONS/ COMMENTS 

TRANSLATION --
--'--'APPROPRIATE HANDLING 

__ I~NFORl-f..ATION 

_ ____:FOR ADDITIONAL PROCESSING AS INDICATED: _____ -+ 

' ' 

COm·1ENTS: PLEASE DISPATCH VIA STATE POUCH 
--------------------------~~~~----------~------~-------~ 

CLASSIFICATION 
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MEMORANDUM 3578 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
AJJuly 9, 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER ( t/J 
1975 

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Letters from the President 
of Guinea 

The President of Guinea, Ahmed Sekou Toure, has written you 
on two recent occasions concerning US food assistance to his 
country. His first letter (Tab B) was handcarried to the United 
States by his Minister of Plans and Statistics, Alioune Drame, 
sent here as head of delegation to express gratitude for past 
assistance and to discuss future aid with State and AID officials. 
President Toure 1 s second letter (Tab C) requests continued 
assistance. 

US assistance to Guinea in fiscal 1975 amounted to about $11 million, 
for US food commodities under Titles I and II of PL 480. For 
fiscal 1976, we are currently planning $5 million in food aid. We 
will also begin a small ($500, 000) drought relief and rehabilitation 
program in 1976. 

I believe it appropriate for you to acknowledge receipt of President 
Toure 1s communications, and I have attached a suggested text (Tab A). 
Since our new Ambassador to Guinea, William Harrop, has only 
recently arrived in Conakry, I suggest taking this occasion to 
commend him to President Toure. Paul Theis has cleared the 
text of the proposed letter. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A to Guinea 1 s President Toure. 

Attachments: 

Tab A - Presidential reply for signature to President Toure 
Tab B - April 21 letter to the President from President of Guinea 
Tab C - Second letter from President Toure to the President, May 10 • 
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3578 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 7, 1975 

NOTE FOR BRENT SCOWCROFT 

FROM: Hal Horan ;{;llv' 
Brent, I have redone the letter to 
President Toure, taking into account 
your note about the fiscal year ending 
(para. 4) . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE Re: 3578 

WASHINGTON 

June 16, 1975 

Hal Horan: 

The General has reviewed the attached 
and has asked that two points be added 
to the memo to the President: 

I. A statement of what aid we provided 
Guinea in FY 1975 and what is tenta
tively planned for FY 1976. 

2. Mention of the fact that we are 
sending out a new Ambassador. 

A-.L.# .. t .J.¥# 5 . :SSA 

• 

. 1 

J UU- .W __ !i_l.A&h. 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



1'\ 

(: \Y 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

June ·1 0.1 119:75 
. v "'. u PM f 08 

Paul Theis 

Hal Horant/t/
(x-5022) 

dJ( (ffr 

Resubmis sion for concurrence 
of Presidential response to 
letters from the President of 
Guinea 

Resubmitted for your clearance - a second 
time around - is the attached proposed 
Presidential response to President Sekou 
Toure of Guinea. This new draft responds 
to two recent letters received from Toure. 

Also attached is the first draft, which you 
have seen. 

Atts . 
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(Revis. - 6/10/75 
HEHoran-NSC) 
(x-5022) 

SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 
OF GUINEA, AHMED SEKOU TOURE 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have read with interest your letters of April 21 and May 10 ia 
~·/ 

· v4aafib jiM des crib)( the efforts ~ you and your country are 

making to improve agricultural production. We wish you ev.ery 

success as Guinea strives to achieve self-sufficiency in the pro-

duction of food. 

We are mindful of the present food shortages you are experiencing 

and are~ to be able to assist you where we can. 

~-u/ 
The United States Government is phased--to receive delegations 

from Guinea as we seek to improve further the friendly relations 

that exist between our two countries. We appreciate the kind words 

with which Minister Drame recently described our bilateral relations. 

Our fiscal year ends in a matter of weeks, and all commodities 

for the 1975 Food For Peace program have already been committed. 

We will, however, carefully examine your request for the 1976 

program and will try to be as responsive as possible to your needs . 

• 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



-2-

May I take this opportunity to commend to you our new Ambassador 

to the Republic of Guinea, William C. Harrop, who has just 

arrived in Conakry to assume his new duties. Mr. Harrop is a 

distinguished career diplomat in whom I place the highest personal 

confidence. 

Sincerely• 

[ Gerald R. Ford ] 

His Excellency 

Ahmed Sekou Toure 

President of The Republic of Guinea 

Conakry. 

• 
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MEMORANDUM 
3578 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

June 10, 1975 
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY KISSINGER 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Hal Horan N (..j. 

Presidential Reply to Letters from the 
President of Guinea, Ahmed Sekou Toure 

Attached at Tab I is a suggested memorandum for the 
President recommending that he acknowledge two recent 
communications from President Toure of Guinea concerning 
US food assistance to his country. Paul Theis has cleared 
the proposed text of a single response to the two letters. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward to the President the memorandum at Tab I. 

Attachment 

Tab I. 

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

LSNO. 

REPUBLIC OF GUINEA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

.48651 
MM/BP 
French 

Conakry, April 21, 1975 

Excellency and Dear Friend: 

Since the launching of our Five-Year Plan (1973-1978), the efforts 

of our Party and our Government have been concentrated on agriculture 

with a view to encouraging modern farming methods through increasingly 

accelerated mechanization. The results obtained are very heartening 

and we believe that in the near future we shall be able to meet our 

people's needs. 

However, it must be recognized that one of the paradoxes of our age 

lies in the food shortage which mankind is experiencing. For our part, 

we are aware of the immense efforts on the part of the United States 
~ .C\J 

Gov~en~, whic~has always assisted the Republic of Guinea to overcome 
en "" iii 

~2J..~ >-~oodr~e'P§! 
~I- U% 

~~ We ~ke p~~ure in emphasizing on this occasion the valuable and 
w~ t•\ ..:~ a:: .._ u..;:::: 

- ,_ LlJ 
ab~danto~ssist~ce given by the people and the Government of the United 

0.: ~ u 

» 
1/F 

Stites ~ the Gfiinean people since its accession to full national sovereignty ..,_ 

on October 2, 1958. 

His Excellency 
Gerald Ford, 

President of the United States 
Washington. 

• 
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' / r Although the achievements of ~r people and our Govermnent in the 
I 
j 

·field of agriculture give us good reason to hope to be able to alleviate, 

in the near future, the great food shortage which we are currently 

facing, you will easily ~nderstand the full importance which the Republic 

of Guinea attaches to your country's valuable and inestimable assistance. 

For this reason, we have decided to send our colleague Alioune Drame, 

our Minister of Plans and Statistics, and the delegation which he heads, 

to express our profound gratitude to you and to the American people, 

and to thank you in advance for whatever you may do for. the success of 

our Delegation's mission. 

Accept, Excellency and Dear Friend, the expression of our high con-

sideration. 

[Signature] 

Ahmed Sekou Toure 

[Republic of Guinea stamp] 

-· 
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PAGE 01 CONAKR 0~70A 161536Z 

50 
ACTION AF-06 .. .. 

SSOCiJ55 

INFO OCT-01 IS0-00 SS-15 NSC-05 SS0-00 ( SSR ) W 
--------------------- 12157~ P R t61510Z MAY 75 

FM AMEMBASSY CONA<RY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0726 
INFO-AMEMBASSY PARIS - -. - -. 

LIMI!~D 9FFICIAL ~SE CONAKRY 0704 

PARIS FOR AMBASSADOR HARROP - - - . , 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: .PFOR EAID GV US 
suaJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TOURE TO PRESIDENT FORD ---- - -
1. E~~ASSY RECEIVED TODAY "CONFIDENTIAL" NOTE FROM FOR~IGN 
MINI~!~Y-DAT~~ MAY-15 -

CONTAINING 
l.ETTE~ .FROM PRES I DENT TOURE TO 
PRESIDENt FORD, WiTH REQUEST THAT LETTER BE TRANSMITTED TO 
ADDRE§~EE.- - . -

2. TEXT OF PRESIDENT TOURE 1 S ~ETT~R, DATED MAY 10, 1975• IS 
AS FOLLOWS: -

3. BEGIN QUOTE. EXCELLENCY, THE GUINEAN GOVERNMENTAL DELEGATION 
COND0ETED BY-THE ~INISTER OF ~LAN-·THAT I COMMISSIONED TO YOU~ 
GOVER~~ENT FOR THE EXAMINATIO~ OF THE PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE - . 
IN tH~ ~RAMEWORK.6F PL480. HAS JUST REPORTED TO ME ON ITS 
MISSIUN.- - . - -
1 HAVt NOTED WITH GREAT SATISFACTION THE GREAT UNDERSTANDING 
THAT YOU AND YOUR GOVERNMENT HAVE SHOWN REGARDING THE PROBLEMS 
OF FOUD SUPPLIES WHICH PRESENTLY PREOCCUPY MY COUNTRY. . 
(N EF~ECT, THE QUANTITIES OF RICE, OF FLOUR AND OF OIL 
THAT-YOU-HAVE JUST ACCORDED us U~DER PL48~ FOR THE YEAR 1975 
CONSTiTUTE FbR US-A VERY CONSIDERABLE CONTRIBUTION TOWARD TH~ 
SOLUTION OF FOOD PROBLEMS FOR.OUR P~OPLE. -

.J.IHiTED OFFICIAL USE 

• 
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FOR MUHE THAN T~O YEARS, MY G~VERNMENT HAS UNDERTAKEN A 
VAST PR~RAM OF P~ODUCTION OF FOODSTUFFS. BUT THE EXPECTED 
RESU~iS ~ROM NOW UNTIL !HE END OF 1976-WILL SCARCELY PERMIT 
us-··:o'"··i~ET .. EFFECTiVELY THE NEEDS IN FOOD FOR THE ENTIRE POP
UkA~ION.-WE HAVE-~NCOUNTERED.~IN EFFECT. ENORMOUS DIFFICULTieS 
INHERtNT IN THE HAZARDS OF NATURE, SUCH AS THE DROUGHT AND -

_PLANT-DISEASES. -
THIS-IS WHY i HAV~ THE HONOR TO DRAW YOUR HIGH ATTENTION 
TO OU~ URGENT NEE6 TO OBTAIN ~ CERTAIN AMOUNT OF MILK AND 
PE~NOis ~ITHiN TH~ FRAMEWORK OF THE SUPPLE~ENTARY PROGRAM 
SUBMilTED FOR THE-YEAR 1975. .. - -

,THIS is ALSO-WHY I WOULD HOPE THAT THE PROGRAM OF PL480 
FOR THE YEAR 1976, ALREADY SUBMITtED. WILL BE EXAMINED BY YOUR 
GOVERNMENT AS SOO~ AS POSSIBLE IN-ORDER THAT WE CAN AVOID ANY 
JNT~R~U~TION-lN T~E REGULAR s0PPLY OF FOODSTUFFS TO THE 
POPULATION. - . . . . -
EXCEL(ENCY, MR. PRESIDENT, THIS IS AN OCCASION FOR ME TO 
RECA([ THAT MY COU~TRY SINCE iTS ACCESSION TO NATIONAL 
SOVEREIGNTY, HAS BENEFITED FROM THE CONSTANT AID AND SUPPORT 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF ITS 
JNDEPtNDENCE-AND iTS LIBERTY.- -
ONCE-~OR~. I WISH TO THANK YOUR GREAT COUNTRY FOR YOUR 
HIGH AND-CONSTANT UNDERSTANDI~G SHOWN TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
GUINEA. '" - - - .. 
PLEAS~ ACCEPT, EXCELLENCY. MR. PRESIDENT, THE ASSURANCE 
OF-MY-HIGH-CONSiDERATION. (SIGNED) AHMED SEKOU TouRE. UNQUOTt • 

. -- .. ·- . . - - -
4. ABOVE CONSTITUTES INFO~MAL TRANSLATION OF LETTER, 

J

. ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED CARE OF AF/W. 
MACDONALD - -

.; 

LIMITED 9FFJCIAL Y~E 
-. 

VZCZC5S0056 
PP-RUEHCZ 
DE RUEHCZ #~~0~ 1501400 
ZNR uOuuu ZYN 
BT 
UNCLA5 CHANNEL CHECK FROM ATS 12345 
sT- -
lfv.l00!2l 

NNNN 
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CEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

June 5, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter to President from Guinean 
President Sekou Toure 

OUr Embassy in Conakry has forwarded a second 
letter, dated May 10, 1975, to President Ford from 
Guinean President Sekou Toure. The letter expresses 
pleasure that a PL-480 program has been concluded 
for 1975, asks for a supplemental program, and also 
requests that a program for 1976 be given early 
consideration. · · 

By a memorandum, dated May 23, 1975, a reply 
was suggested to President Sekou Toure's letter of 
April 21, 1975. The reply to the April 21 letter 
is now pending release frpm the White House. 

The attached letter of reply is suggested to 
replace the proposed letter of May 23, thereby 
serving to answer both the letter of April 21 and 
that of May 10 from President Toure. 

Attachments: 

1. Suggested reply 
2. Letter from President 

Toure, May 10 
3. Translation of letter 
4. Translation of April 21 

letter from President Toure 

• 
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Dear Mr. President: 

I have read with interest your letters of 

April 21 and May 10 in which you describe the efforts 

which you and your country are making to improve agri-

cultural production. We wish you every success as 

Guinea strives to achieve self-sufficiency in the 

production of food. 

The United States was pleased to be able to 

continue 'ts assistance to Guinea by providing agri-

cultural coilllllG..dities which will help Guinea to overcome 

its current food deficit situation. ate 

circumstances we were able to make additio conunodities 

available for the Guinean program p ior to 

your first letter explaining the _ grea food shortage 

now facing your country. 

Our fiscal year ends in a matter of weeks, and all 

commodities for the 1975 Food For Peace program have 

already been committed. Please be-assu-re 'tnat- !::e will , l~~. ( 
carefully examine your request for the 1976 program and 

,., &-' ~ :-J..-<j -~~ 
will try to be as responsive as possible~in_meeting_ our 

expressed ..needs. 

His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure, 

President of The Republic 
of Guinea. 

Department of State 

• 
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The United States Government is pleased to 

receive delegations from Guinea as we seek to improve 

further the friendly relations ~ exist between 

our two countries. We appreciate the kind words ~ W~<-f_ 
/U. ~v ·~ ./ C1M../ 

Minister Drame e~boye~ describ~~ ~ bilateral 

. " 
relations ,between eu±ne and the United Stat.e.P. 

--~ May I take this opportunity to commend to you 

our new Ambassador to Guinea, William c. Harrop, who 

has just arrived in Conakry to assume his new duties. 

Mr. Harrop is a distinguished career diplomat in 

whom I place the highest personal confidence. 

Sincerely 

Gerald R. Ford 

/ f; 
I <., 

• 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



~- 9-f-F-t-e I At. USE 
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ACTION AF-1216 

SS0055 

INFO OCT-1211 IS0-121121 SS-15 NSC-1215 SS0-0121 ( SSR ) W 
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FM AMtMBASSY CONA~RY 

-~-------~----------- 12157~ 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC PRIORITY 121726 
tNFO-AMEMBASSY PARIS 

LIMI!~D OFFICIAL USE CONAKRY 12171214 

PARIS FOR AMBASSADOR HARROP 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: .PFOR EAID GV US 
SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TOURE TO PRESIDENT FORD 

- - -- - . -
!. EMt:3ASSY RECEIVED TODAY "CONFIDENTIAL" NOTE FROM FOR..:IGN 
MINISIRY-~AT~D MAY-15 

CONTAINING 
LETTER 'FROM PRES I DENT TOURE TO 
PRESIDENt FORD. WITH REQUEST THAT LETTER BE TRANSMITTED TO 
ADORE SSEE.- -

2. TE~! OF PRESIDENT TOURE•S ~ETTER. DATED MAY 1121. 1975. IS 
AS FOLLOWS: 

3. BE~IN QUOTE. EXCELLENCY. THE GUINEAN GOVERNMENTAL DELEGATiON 
CONDUCTED BY-THE ~INISTER OF PLAN THAT I COMMISSIONED TO YOU~ 
GOVERNMENT FOR THE EXAMINATION OF THE PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE -
IN THt FRAMEWORK OF PL480. HAS JUST REPORTED TO ME ON ITS 
MISSIUN.- - . - -
I HAVt NOTED WITH GREAT SATISFACTION THE GREAT UNDERSTANDING 
THAT YOU AND YOUR GOVERNMENT HAVE SHOWN REGARDING THE PROBLEMS 
OF FObD SUPPLIES NHICH PRESENTLY PREOCCUPY MY COUNTRY. . 
IN EF~ECT. THE QUANTITIES OF RICE. OF FLOUR AND OF OIL 
THAT-YOU-HAVE JUST ACCORDED US U~DER Pl480 FOR THE YEAR 1975 
CONSTITUTE FOR US-A VERY CONSIDERABLE CONTRIBUTION TOWARD THe 
SOLUTlON OF FOOD PROBLEMS FOR 'OUR P~OPLE. -

-l.IMITED OFFICIAl USE . . -
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FOR MURE THAN TWO YEARS, MY GOVERNMENT HAS UNDERTAKEN A 
VAST PROGRAM OF PRODUCTION OF .. FOODSTUFFS. BUT THE EXPECTED 
RESUL~S ~ROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF 197~-WILL SCARCELY PERMIT 
LJS-~o··~tET .. EFFECTIVELY THE NEEDS IN FOOD FOR THE ENTIRE POP
ULATION. WE RAVE-~NCOUNTER£D,~IN EFFECT, ENORMOUS DIFFICULTI~S 
INHERENT IN tHE HAZARDS OF NArURE, SUC~ AS THE DROUGHT AND -
PLANT-DISEASES. -
THIS-IS WHY l HAVE THE HONOR TO DRAW YOUR HIGH ATTENTION 
TO OUR URGENT NEED TO OBTAIN A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF MILK AND 
PEANUlS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE SUPPLE~ENTARY PROGRAM 
SUBMilTED FOR THE-YEAR 1975. .. . 
THIS Ts AL~O-WHY I WOULD HOPE THAT THE PROGRAM OF PL480 
FOR THE YEAR 1976, ALREADY SUBMITTED, WILL BE EXAMINED BY YOUR 
GOVERNMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN-ORDER THAT WE CAN AVOID_ ANY 
INT~RRU~TION. IN THE REGULAR S0PPLY OF FOODSTUFFS TO THE 
PO~UL~fi6~. - .. . 
EXCELLENCY, MR. PRESIDENT, THIS IS AN OCCASION FOR ME TO 
RECA([ THAT MY COU~TRY SINCE iTS ACCESSION TO NATIONAL 
SOVEREIGNTY, HAS BENEFITED FROM THE CONSTANT AID AND SUPPORT 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF ITS 
INDEPtNDENCE.AND ITS LIBERTY.- -
ONCE-MORE, I WISH TO THANK YOUR GREAT COUNTRY FOR YOUR 
HIGH AND-CONSTANT UNDERSTANDI~G SHOWN TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
GUINEA. . - - .. - -
PLEASt ACCEPT, EXCELLENCY, MR. PRESIDENT, THE ASSURANCE 
OF-MY-HIGH-CdNStDERATION. (SIGNED5 AHijED SEKOU TOURE. UNQUOT~. 

... - - - -
4. ABOVE CONSTITUTES INFO~MAL TRANSLATION OF LETTER, 
ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED CARE OF AF/W. 
MACDONALD -

- . . . -

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

VZCZCSS0056 
PP-RUEHCZ 
DE RUEHCZ #0000 1501400 
Z~R UUUUU ZYN 
BT -
UNCLA~ CHANNEL CHECK FROM ATS 12345 
fH- - - -
1#0000 

NNNN 
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REPUBLIQUE DE GUINEE 

f2e Presideul 

\ SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR 

;ERALD FORD , PRESIDENT 

)BS ETATS-UNIS D'&MERIQUE 

vASHINGTON 

TRAVAI:_- .JUST,CE.- 30LID'\·~. TE 

Co11akry. /e l 0 ~ __ 19"t5 

Excellence, 

La Delegation Gouvernementale 

Guineenne condui te par le r~inistre du 

Plan que j'ai mandatee aupres de Votre 

Gouvernement pour l'examen du Programme 

d'aide dans le cadre du PL 480, vient de 

me faire le compte rendu de sa mission. 

J'ai note avec une grande sa-

tisfaction la grande comprehension "que 

Vous-meme et Votre Gouvernement a~.Tez 

... / ... 

• 
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manifesteea l'~gard des problemes ali

mentaires qui preoccupent actuellement 

mon pays. 

En effet, les quantites de riz, 

de farine et d'huile que Vous venez de 

nous accorder dans le cadre du PL 480, 

au titre de l'annee 1975 constituent 

pour nou5un appoint tres appreciable 

pour la solution des problemes alimen

taires de notre Peuple. 

Depuis plus de deux ans, mon 

Gouvernement a entrepris un vaste pro

gramme de production de denrees alimen

taires. Mais les resultats attendus d'ici 

la fin de l'annee 1976 ne permettent guere 

de faire face efficacement aux besoins 

alimentaires de toute la population. Nous 

avons rencontre en effet d'enormes diffi

cultes inherentes aux aleas de la nature, 

telles que la secheresse et des maladies 

vegetales. 

. .. I . .. 

• 
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C'est pourquoi, j'ai ~'hon

neur d'attirer Votre haute attention 

sur la n§cessit§ urgente pour ~ous d'ob

tenir une certaine quantit§ 6e la~t et 

d'arachide dans le cadre du Proqramme 

Compl§mentaire d§pos§ au titr~ de l'a~n§e 

1975. 

C'est pourquoi §galement que 

je souhaiterais que le Programme PT, 480 

pour l'Exercice 1976 d§ja d§pos§ soit 

examin§ par Votre Gouvernemcnt le plus 

tot possible pour nous §viter toute rup

ture dans le ravitaillement r§gulier de 

la population en denr§es alimentaires. 

Excellences, Monsieur le Pr§

sident, c'est !'occasion pour moi de 

rappeler que mon pays, depuis son acces

sion a la souverainet§ nationale a b§n§

fici§ de l'aide et de l'appui constants 

... I . .. 

• 
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des Etats-Unis d'Amerique pour la con-, ' 

solidation ·de son Independance et de sa 

Liberte. 

Une fois de plus, je tiens a 
remercier Votre grand pays pour cette 

haute et constante comprehension a l'e-

gard de la Republique de Guinee. 

Veuillez agreer, Excellence 

Monsieur le President, l'assurance de 

rna haute consideration . 

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

REPUBLIC OF GUINEA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

LS NO. .48651 
MM/BP 
French 

Conakry, April 21, 1975 

.Excellency and Dear Friend: 

Since the launching of our Five-Year Plan (1973-1978), the efforts 

of our Party and our Gover~ment have been concentrated on agriculture 

with a viev7 to encouraging modern farming methods through increasingly 

accelerated mechanization. The results obtained are very heartening 

and we believe that in the near future we shall be able to meet our 

people's needs. 

However, it must be recognized that one of the paradoxes of our age 

lies in the food shortage ~~1ich mankind is experiencing. For our part, 
·' 

we are aware of the immense efforts on the part of the United States 
!:~ nJ 

,Gov,~tnmen:f', whicJt,has always assisted the Republic of Guinea to overcome 
.tn ~ v; 
iJ~:;food :Rroblem~ ......... - c..::.._ ............ 
::...,._ u:~ 
LU-:• c:< 
~[~=· We t13ke P1t;;£.sure in emphasizing. on this occasion the valuable and 
·'-!;: t;l ~=<"" e::,.__ ltj 

ab1J~ndnn~-ifssis t-iij.ce given by the people and the Government of the United 
(l. u 

2f 
, 

!JP 

I' I lf'\ <:> 
States t:q the Gtilnean people since its accession to full national sovereignty ,_ 

on October 2, 1958. 

llis Excellency 
Gerald Ford, 

President of the United Stutes of America, 
\~ashington. 

• 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



(/ 
~~ . 

f( .. 
-2-.. 

Although the achievements of our people and our Government in the 

field of agriculture give us good reason to hope to be able to alleviate, 

in the near future, the great food shortage which we are currently 

facing, you will easily understand the full importance which the Republic 

of Guinea attaches to your country's valuable and inestimable assistance. 

For this reason, we have decided to send our colleague Alioune Drame, 

our Minister of Plans and Statistics, and the delegation which he heads, 

to express our profound gratitude to you and to the American people, 

and to thank you in advance for whatever you may do for the success of 

our Delegation's mission. 

Accept, Excellency and Dear Friend, the expression of our high con-

sideration. 

[Signature] 

Ahmed Sekou Toure 

[Republic of Guinea stamp] 

I 
·' 

. ~· 

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

S/S 7508968 
3St7!' 

May 23, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter to President from Guinean 
President Sekou Toure 

The Guinean Embassy delivered to the Department 
on April 24 the attached letter to President Ford 
from Guinean President Sekou Toure. The letter 
explains current Guinean efforts to increase food 
production. It also discusses Guinea's present food 
deficit and requests US assistance. The letter 
introduces Alioune Drame, Guinea's Minister of Plans 
and Statistics, who arrived here April 24 to discuss 
Guinea's food situation with State and AID officials. 

The attached letter 

/ 
Attachments: 

1. Suggested reply 
2. Letter from President 

Toure, April 21 
3. Translation of letter 

• 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 
~t. c~lf .:<.. ;", • 
v d . ~ . fv I ave rea w1t 1nterest~~our letter of 

April 21 : ~which you; describ~\he efforts which 

you and your country are making to improve agri-

cultural production. We wish you every success 

as Guinea strives to achieve self-sufficiency in 

the production of food. . r, 
L .J. ' " 

'Ttre-tJrrited states ~as p edr to be abl-e- to 
w, """ ,._ t.. f rr ~ u F~,, t- ~.., ' ~n ~r- ;, O'Z... 

continue it:;s ass±sta ce to Guinea by provi&ing a_,_{' ,./ c 
'i""•A./i~ 

a_, 'I- i~ 

agricultural commodities which will help Guinea to ~ ~ 

overcome its current food deficit situation. By ~~ · 
...s -~ ~r 

fortunate circumstances we were able to make additional ~~ 

commodities available for the Guinean program prior ~~~ 
to receipt of your letter explaining the great food 

shortage 

The 

now facing your country. 

. ~ . 
UIIl: Led States Government 1s 

...... 
pleased to 

receive delegations from Guinea as we seek to improve 

further the friendly relations which exist between 
~ 

our two countries r.. We appreciate the kind words 

His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure, 

President of The Republic 
of Guinea. 

Department of State 

• 

--

(~~ 
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Minister Drame employed in describing the bilateral 

relations between Guinea and the United States. 

May I take this opportunity to commend to you 

our new Ambassador to Guinea, William c. Harrop, who 

has just arrived in Conakry to assume his new duties. 

Mr. Harrop is a distinguished career diplomat in 

whom I place the highest personal confidence. 

Sincerely 

Gerald R. Ford 

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

REPUBLIC OF GUINEA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

LS NO. 48651 
MM/BP 
French 

Conakry, April 21, 1975 

Excellency and Dear Friend: 

Since the launching of our Five-Year Plan (1973-1978), the efforts 

of our Party and our Government have been concentrated on agriculture 

with a view to encouraging modern farming methods through increasingly 

accelerated mechanization. The results obtained are very heartening 

and we believe that in the near future we shall be able to meet our 

people's needs. 

However, it must be recognized that one of the paradoxes of our age 

lies in the food shortage which mankind is experiencing. For our part, 

we are aware of the immense efforts on the part of the United States 
~~ C\J 

Gov~~nmen~, whic~has always assisted the Republic of Guinea to overcome 
'--0 .. ~ o; 

~~;food poblem~ 
.::.. f· ~- .__ (_') 2: 
w..: -,~ c:<.: 
:_:<~~ We t~ke p~sure in emphasizing on this occasion the valuable and 
Q~:;~~ .~~~~t ~fS 
ab~ndanti?Jlssist<§jce given by the people and the Government of the United 

':· ""-. u 

$ 
!lP 

U") C) 
S~tes ~ the Gfiinean people since its accession to full national sovereignty 

on October 2, 1958. 

His Excellency 
Gerald Ford, 

President of the United States of America, 
Wasnington. 

• 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



-2-

Although the achievements of bur people and our Government in the 

field of agriculture give us good reason to hope to be able to alleviate, 

in the near future, the great food shortage which we are currently 

facing, you will easily understand the full importance which the Republic 

of Guinea attaches to your country's valuable and inestimable assistance. 

For this reason, we have decided to send our colleague Alioune Drame, 

our Minister of Plans and Statistics, arid the delegation which he heads, 

to express our profound gratitude to you and to the American people, 

and to thank you in advance for whatever you may do for the success of 

our Delegation's mission. 

Accept, Excellency and Dear Friend, the expression of our high con

sideration. 

• 

[Signature] 

Ahmed Sekou Toure 

[Republic of Guinea stamp] 
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REPUBLIQU E 
DE 

GUINEE 

' ''' 

• I ~ i: .' .. \ \:_ 

EXCELLENCE E! CHEll AMI, 

QJ75oo7s- 037o \';J 

Gravail - Justice- Solidariti 

--- 7 So f'Y c, f' 

CONAKRY, LE 2 l AV~ IS75 

ACTION 
is assigned to 

1/J.f 
Depuis le lancement de notre Plan Quinquenal 

(1973-1978), les efforts de notre Parti et de notre Gouver.ne

ment sont essentiellement orientes v.ers l'agriculture en vue 

d'impulser des methodes moder.nes de culture par une mecanisa

tion de plus en plus poussee. Les resultats obtenus sant tres 

encourage ants et nous pen sons pouvoir, dans un proche avenir, 

subvenir aux besoins de nos populations. 

n faut, cependant, reconnattre que J. •un des 

paradoxes de notre epoque reside dans la crise alimentaire que 

l'humanite traverse. Nous n'ignorons pas quant a nous les 

immenses efforts deployes par le Gouver.nement des Etats-unis 

qui~ toujours aide la Republique de Guinea a surmont&r see 
>-

' " diff;9.cul tes dans le doaaine alimentaire. 
u-.... 
co;;:.q; 
C) 
"'f-... 1.,__ 
t·:'.:Z 

; n nous platt de souligner a cette occasion 
u 

!C~ 1 'aide precieuse et qualitative fai te par le Peuple et le 

Geuver.nement des Etats-unis au Peuple Guinean depuis son acces

sion a la plaine souverainete nationale, le 2 OC!OBRE 1958. 

Bien que les efforts fournis par notre Peuple et · 

notre Gouver.nement dans le domaine de l'agriculture nous 

dannent d'immenses raisons d'esperer pouvoir pallier, dans un 

A s.E. MCfiSIEOR 

GERALD PORD, PllESIDEfif DES 

ETA!S-UNIS D'AIIERIQtJE 

- WASHmG!Cti -

• 

.;. 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



2 

proche avenir au grand deficit alimantaire auquel nous 

faisons presentement face, Vous comprendrez aisement, 

Excellence et Oher Ami, toute l'importance que la Republi

que de Guinee attache a l'aiie precieuse et inestimable 

de Votre Pay-s. 

c•est pourquoi, nous avons decide de dep3-

cher aupres de Votre Excellence notre Mi.nistre du Plan 

et de la statistique, notre Frere ALIOUNE DRAME et la 

delegation qu' il conduit pour exprimer a Vous-ldme et au 

Peuple Americain Ami toute l'expressian de notre profande 

gratitude et pour remercier d'avance, Votre Excellence, 

de tout ce qu'Elle voudra faire pour la reussite, de la 

Mission de notre Delegation. 

Veuillez eroire, Excellence et Oher Amil a 
l'expression de notre haute consideration.-

• 
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MEMORANDUM 3578 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 28, 1975 
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY KISSINGER 

FROM: Hal Horan~ 
' / 

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Letter fro~ the 
President of Guinea, Ahmed S ~ ou Toure 

~--
Attached at Tab I is a suggested me orandum for the President 
recommending that he acknowledge 
from President Toure of Guine r 
US food assistance to his country. Paul Theis has cleared 
the proposed text of t,hQYresponse -o 4 L...v-~ £..£4 ~ 

L c:\._ s:--(.4 ~ 
RECOMMENDATION j' '(r 

That you forward to the President the memorandum at Tab I. 

I 
Attachment 

Tab I. 

• 

\ 
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MEMORANDUM 
3578 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Lett:Jrrom the President 
of Guinea 

~~A k-.4A- t._ '-· ~ t ~ i< 
T e President of Guinea, Ahmed Sekou Toure, recently wrote Jl.9-,..~ ~ 
yo to eupress appreciation- for US food assistance to his country. · ~ 
His letter {Tab B) was handcarr d to the United States by his 
Minister of Plans and Statistics, A i ne Drame, sent here as 
head of delegation to express gratitude o~ast assistance and 

~T~-
1 

t discuss future aid with State and AID officials.~ -c., ( ~ 
ll Wt C ~'"{ CAJ -~.} ()-,. (A_ ....., 

I believe it appropriate for you to acknowledge receipt of "' 
<~-t ~. 

President Toure's :t' q.nd I have attached a suggested text -~ 
{Tab A). Paul Theis as 1cleared the text of the proposed letter. 

RECOMMENDATION ~~ ~•"-
That you sign the l~tter at Tab A to Guinea's President Tour e. 

Attachments 

Tab A - Presidential letter, for signature, to President of Guinea. 

Tab B - President Toure 1s letter to the President of April 21. 

TP'\.. (- I, 11 'C)\ ,o, 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. President: 

I greatly appreciate your letter of April 21 describing 
the efforts which you and your country are making to 
improve agricultural production. We wish you every 
success as Guinea strives to achiev~ self-sufficiency 
in the production of food. 

We are mindful of the present food shortages you are 
experiencing and are gratified to be able to assist you 
where we can. 

My Government is pleased to receive delegations from 
Guinea as we seek to improve further the friendly rela
tions which exist between our two countries. We also 
appreciate the kind words with which Minister Drame 
described the bilateral relations between Guinea and 
the United States. 

May I take this opportunity to commend to you our new 
Ambassador to Guinea, William C. Harrop, who has 
just arrived m Conakry to assume his new duties. 
Mr. Harrop is a distinguished career diplomat in whom 
I place the highest personal confidence. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure 
President of The Republic of Guinea 
Conakry 

< • 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

' 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have read with interest your letters of April 21 
and May 10 describing the efforts you and your 
country are making to improve agricultural pro
duction. We wish you every success as Guinea 
strives to achieve self- sufficiency in the produc
tion of food. 

We are mindful of the present food shortages you 
are experiencing and are pleased to be able to 
assist you where we can. 

The United States Government is honored to 
receive delegations from Guinea as we seek to 
improve further the friendly relations that exist 
between our two countries. We appreciate the 
kind words with which Minister Drame recently 
described our bilateral relations. ' 

·e ar fi"ft-cal~a.J.'--ends- in a matte-r of weeks, and 
all commodities fur the 1975 Food For p ace 

bprogram have already been committed. \._We will 
• I 'hawever, carefully exam1ne your request( for the 

1976""program and will try to be as responsive as 
• 

possible to your needs . .J 

May I take this opportunity to commend to you 
our ne Ambassador to the Republic of Guinea, 
William C. Harrop, who has just arrived in 

• 

v J < 
/ 

\ 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



-2-

Conakry to assume his new duties. Mr. Harrop 
is a distinguished career diplomat in whom I place 
the highest personal confidence. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure 
President of The Republic of Guinea 
Conakry 
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MEMORANDUM 

I 

3578 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to Letters from the 
President of Guinea 

I 

The President of Guinea, Ahmed Sekou Toure, has written 
you on two recent occasions concerning US food assistance 
to his country. His first letter (Tab B) was handcarried 
to the United States by his Minister of Plans and Statistics, 
Alioune Drame, sent here as head of del gation to express 
gratitude for pa~~ assistance and to dis ss future aid with 
State and AID of1cials. President T9 re 1 s second letter (Tab C) 

-=:::uests continued assistance, I 
I believe it appro riate for you acknowledge receipt of 
President Toure 1 s comrvunicati ns, and I have attached a 
suggested text (Ta A). ~Paul heis has cleared the text of 
the proposed lette . \"' 

RECOMMENDATI 

That you sign the Tab A to Guinea• s President Toure. "" 

Attachments 

Tab A - Presidential reply, for signature, to President Toure. 
Tab B - President Toure 1 s letter to the President of April 21. 
Tab C - President Toure 1 s letter to the President of May I 0 • 

• 

I 
"' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August6, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

I very much appreciate your letter extending warm 
wishes for the success of our Bicentennial and 
expressing the gratitude of the people of Guinea 
to the American people for United States food as
sistance, which was brought to Washington by Min
ister Drame. 

The recent visit of the USS Capodanno to Conakry 
as a part of our Bicentennial activities provided 
a special opportunity to emphasize the U.S. de
sire to improve our mutually beneficial relations. 

Sincerely, 

~1. ~,vi 

His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure, 
President of the Republic of Guinea, 
Conakry. 

~· ·:~ .... · 

!C< 
\ :i 
\ -c:- •. 't> ""'-"'--""' 

• 

:r 
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THE PRES IDE1~T HAS SEEN "'"n-

·.\ \ 
'\· . r ;.:_ \ -"'\ ':-· 

.. _- " 'I 

/-' j ! 

MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 
August 2, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

Brent Scowcroft ;:fJ::; 
Proposed Reply to Republic of 
Guinea President Ahmed Sekou 
Toure 

3940 

On April 27 Guinea's Minister of Plans, Alioune Drame, de
livered to the Department of State a letter addressed to you 
from the President of Guinea expressing gratitude for U.S. 
food assistance and extending Bicentennial best wishes (Tab B). 
The letter also served as an introduction for Minister Drame 
who was in Washington for the purpose of discussing Guinea's 
food situation. 

At the time of the letter's receipt, the State Department was 
engaged in a sensitive and protracted effort to use the leverage 
of food aid to help weaken Guinean ties with the Soviet Union. 
State delayed a reply, planning to use this channel as a vehicle 
for such an initiative. Unfortunately, these efforts were not 
successful. Accordingly, State now proposes a pro-forma re
sponse. 

The proposed reply (Tab A) acknowledges the Guinean President's 
expression of appreciation and Bicentennial greetings. Robert 
Hartmann has cleared the text of the proposed letter. Milt Mitler 
also approves. 

RECOMMENDATION! 

That you sign the letter to President Toure at Tab A . 

• 
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1976 APR 30 PM I 1}5 

r ~J~~c 
OOCUH!:.HT MlALYSIS 

The President 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRANSLATION) 

REPUBLIC OF GUJNEA 

Excellency and Dear Friend: 

LS NO. 55977 
WD/JRP 
French 

In introducing to you Comrade Alioune Drame, Minister of Planning 

and Statistics, we eA~ress to you our great satisfaction at the excel-

lent relations of friendship and cooperation which our two Governments 

have succeeded in establishing between the peoples of the United States 

of America and the Republic of Guinea. 

This is also an opportunity for us to express our sincere apprecia-

tion for the aid given by the people of the United States to the people 

of Guinea si~ce our country's accession to independence. We express to 

you all our gratitude for it and hope that our relations will constantly 

continue to grow stronger. 

Furthermore, we know that the people of the United States are engaged 

in solemn and fervent celebration of the Bicentennial of your country's 

independence. We convey to it as well as to Your Excellency our warm 

wishes for its success. 

His Excellency 
Gerald Ford, 

President of the 
United States of America, 

Washington • 

• 
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Despite your work schedule, which we know to be very heavy, we hope 

that Your Excellency will do Comrade Alioune Drame the honor of receiving 

him. He will then be able to express to you on our behalf the wishes for 

vigorous health that we convey to Your Excellency, for prosperity, and 

for continued progress by the people of the United States. 

Accept, Excellency and Dear Friend, the a~surances of o~r very high 

consideration. 

[Signature] 
[Presidential stamp] 

Ahmed Sekou Toure 

• 

. i 
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\976 APR 30 PtA 3 0 \ 
(TRANSLATION) 

LS NO. 55935 
MM/ JR.P 
French 

EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUINEA IN THE UNITED STATES 
2112 LEROY PLACE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, DeC. 20008 

Washington, April 23, 1976 

The Embassy of the Republic of Guinea at Washington presents its 

compliments to the Department of State and has the honor to bring to 

its attention the contents of the message of April 22, 1976 of His 

Excellency MOussa Diakite, Member of the National Political Bureau of 

the Central Committee of the State Party, Minister of the Interior 

Domain and Justice, and Chairman of the State Committee for Cooperation 

with the Countries of Americae 

Quote: 

To: The Ambassador of the Republic of Guinea at Washington, DeC. 

We have the honor to inform you that today, April 22, 1976, we 

signed at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the Agreement on PL 480, 

Fiscal Year 1976, concluded between the United States Government and 

the Republic of Guinea. The Guinean Government has also decided to 

send a team to Washington to negotiate with the United States Government 

the additional supply of foodstuffs under Titles I and II. This Delega-

tion, which will be led by Mr. Alioune Drame, Member of the State Commit-

tee and Minister of Planning and Statistics, and will include Messrs • 

• 
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Habib Bah, Daouda Kourouma, and MOuntaga Keita, respectively Ambassador 

of the Republic of Guinea at Washington, Director General, ALIMAG, and 

AID Division Director at the State Committee, will depart Conakry on 

Friday, April 23 via Sabena flight No. SN 547 for Washington where it 

is scheduled to arrive on Sunday, April 25, 1976. 

We request you to advise the American Government authorities and to 

arrange the meeting for the successful accomplishment of the talks and 

the mission. 

Unquote. 

(s) MOussa Diakite 

The Embassy of the Republic of Guinea would appreciate whatever 

steps the Department of State may take to facilitate the Delegation's 

work and help make its mission a success. 

[Complimentary close] 

[Embassy stamp] 

• 
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P760 0 6 3 - I 8 3 0 ' I REPUBLIQUE DE GUINEE 

TRAVAIL- JUSTICE- SOLIDARITE 

CONAKRY, LE ........................................................ 197 •••••••• 

EXCELLENCE ET CHER AMI# 

En introduisant aupres de Votre Excellence 

le Camarade ALIOUNE ORAME, Ministre du Plan et de la Statis

tique, nous Vous exprimons notre grande satisfaction quant 

aux eRcellentes relations d'amitie et de cooperation que nos 

deux Gouvernements sont parvenus a nouer entre les Peuples 

des Etats-Unis d' ~erique et de la!R~publique de Guinea. 

C'est egalement pour nous l'occasion 

d'exprimer notre appreciation sincere pour l'aide apportee 

par le Peuple Americain au Peuple Guinean, depuis l'accession 

de notre pays a l'independence. Nous Vous en exprimons touts 

notre reconnaissance et souhaitons que ces relations aillent 

se renfor9ant sans cesse. 

Par ailleurs, nous savons que le Peuple ~ 

Americain s'appr@te a f~ter solennellement dans la ferveur . \ 

le Bicentenaire de la proclamation de l'independance de Votre \ 
l 
j 

pays. Nous lui formulons, ainsi qu'a l'endroit de Votre J 
Excellence, nos vifs souhaits de reussite. 

Malgre Votre programme de travail, que nous 

savons tres charge, nous esperons que Votre Excellence fera 

honneur au camarade ALIOUNE DRAME en le recevant. Il aura 

alors a Vous exprimer de notre part, les voeux de vigoureuse 

sante que nous formulons a l'endroit de Votre Excellence, de 

prosperite et de progres continu pour le Peuple Americain ami. 

A SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR GERALD FORD, 

PRESIDENT DES ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

-•- W A S H I N G T 0 N -•-

• 

... I ... 
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Nous Vous prions, Excellence et Char Ami. 

d 1 accepter les assurances de notre tres haute consideration.-

A~MED SEKOU TOURE 

• 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 23 

1 have again blasted State 
(S/S) for the delay in informing 
us of the Sekou Toure letter and 
they have pled mea culpa. 

Luck borg has confirmed to 
all ~it<1te bureaus, in response 
to our earlier complaints, the 
necessity for sending copies of 
letters to the President from 
foreign leaders immediatell to 

the 'Jlhite House, with recommenda

tions as to response~o f low, 
1f necessary. 

Jea · · s 

• 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 3940 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ACTION 
July 22, 1976 

-. 
/ 

BRENTSCOWCROFT ./ 

Roger ~on 

Presidential Correspondence: Proposed 
Reply to Letter from President Ahmed 
Sekou Toure of the Republic of Guinea 

The attached self-explanatory memorandum to the President 
forwards a reply to the letter from the President of Guinea delivered 
to the Department of State on AEril 27 lTab B). President Toure 1s 

:ce::: - .~222 

letter expresses satisfaction over friendly U.S. -Guinean relations, 
thanks the United States for food assistance, and extends best 
wishes on the occasion of the Bicentennial. The letter also 
served to introduce Minister of Plans, Alioune Drame, who 
visited Washington for the purpose of discussing Guinea's food 
situation. 

State delayed a response to the Toure letter while pursuing a 
strategy of using the possibility of additional food aid as leverage 
to induce Guinea to loosen ties with the Soviets. This strategy 
was based on the relationship of the letter with the visit of Min
ister Drame, who was here to negotiate the food assistance in-

crease. St1::_ d~~~-.~~-~hat the letter had been received. 
-'"·~~- -~ - -· 

Robert Hartmann has cleared the text of the proposed letter (Tab A). 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you forward to the President the memo at Tab 1. 

• 
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TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

BOB LINDER 

TRUDY FRY 

The attached is sent to you for 
review before it is forwarded to the 
President. 

I plan to run it by Milt Mitler . 

• 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

July 22, 1976 

W.J DAVIS 

ER~RRISON 
Delay in Responding to President 
of Guinea 

State has given me more detail on the reason 
for the delay in responding to President Toure. 
According to State, the letter and the visit 
of Minister of Plans, Drame, were both re
lated to the sensitive negotiations which State 
had undertaken to persuade Toure to turn 
away from the Soviets for food aid. Accord
ingly, State feels that the action was legiti
mate, and that Toure, who knew what was 
afoot, will not be insulted by the delay in 
responding. 

Of course, there is still no explanation 
offered -- or possible -- as to why State 
did not forward the letter to us initially, 
along with an explanation of why the response 
was being delayed. 

.... 
--~ 

• 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



• 

Digitized from Box 2 of the NSA Presidential Correspondence with Foreign Leaders Collection at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



7614001 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

July 7, 1976 

-G9NFIDEN'Pilld::r-

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

3'llfo 

SUBJECT: Letter to President Ford from Republic 
of Guinea President Sekou Toure 

Guinea's Minister of Plans Alioune Drame de
livered to the Department on April 27 the attached 
letter to President Ford from Guinean President Sekou 
Toure. The letter expresses satisfaction over friendly 
US-Guinean relations, thanks the US for food assistance, 
and extends best wishes on the Bicentennial. The letter 
introduces Minister Drame, who visited Washington to 
discuss Guinea's food situation. 

The suggested reply acknowledges the Guinean 
President's expression of appreciation, and his Bi
centennial greetings. We do not wish to do more than 
acknowledge President Toure's letter. The object of 
the Drame mission was to secure additional PL-480 com
modities from the US, in excess of amounts specified 
in an agreement signed in Conakry on April 21. We do 
not believe a positive reply to the request for ad
ditional aid is appropriate at this time. We also 
wish to discourage the dispatch of special missions 
to Washington to seek aid additional to that agreed 
upon in negotiations between our Embassy and the 
Government of Guinea in Conakry. 

We delayed replying to Toure's letter during an 
attempt to use the possibility of additional food aid 
as leverage to induce Guinea to loosen its military 

• 

~ 
GDS 

k ~ -;yilt: lr,IJ 
'~·{ V ./jV"l 
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CONFIDEN'f'IAL-

- 2 -

cooperation with the Soviet Union. The resumption 
of military reconnaissance flights by Soviet air
craft from Conakry's airport makes it clear this 
strategy has been unsuccess~u. 1. 

J,, \I ~L~ 

Attachments: 

\ * \J .l) 1\U:::: 

\
~George ~· Springsteen 

Execut1ve Secretary 

1. Suggested reply. 
2. Letter from President Toure, 

undated. 
3. Translation of letter • 

.CONFIDEN'l'IAL 

• 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

July 15, 1976 

DOUG SMITH 

ROG:ER HARRISON 

Presidential Reply to 
Letter from President 
Ahmed Sekou Toure of 
Guinea 

For your clearance . 

• 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

Please accept my gratitude and that of the American people 

for the kind words of appreciation for United States food as-

sistance expressed in your letter brought to Washington by 

Minister Drame. 

I appreciate your warm wishes for the success of our 

Bicentennial. The recent visit of the USS Capodanno to Conakry 

as a part of our Bicentennial activities provided a special op-

portunity to emphasize the U.S. desire to improve our mutually 

beneficial relations. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure, 

President of the 
Republic of Guinea, 

Conakry . 

• 

Gerald R. Ford 
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Dear Mr. President: 

I very much appreciate your letter ~rou~ht to Washington 

by Minister Drame extending warm wishes for the success of .. 
\ 

our Bicentennial and expressing the gratitude of the people of J 
\J><~.)~ 

Guinea to the American people for United States food as sistance1 .-

The United States is hopeful that the mutually beneficial 

relations between our two countries will continue to improve, 

and I trust the recent visit of the USS Capadanno to Conakry 

as a part of our Bice:riennial activities provided a special 

opportunity to emphasize this desire. 

Sincerely, 

• 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Mr. President: 

Please accept my thanks, on behalf of the 

American people, for the kind words of appreciation 

for United States food assistance expressed in your 

letter brought to Washington by Minister Drame. 
' 

.. :J1/3 appreciate your warm wishes for the success 

of our Bicentennial. The recent visit of the USS 

Capodanno to Conakry as a part of our Bicentennial 

activities provided a special opportunity to em-

phasize the U.S. desire to improve our mutually 

beneficial relations. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure, 

President of the 
Republic of Guinea. 

Department of State 

• 
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;;V 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

7/12 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DOUG SMITH / 

ROGER~RISON 
Presidential Reply to Letter from 
President Sekou Toure of Guinea 

For your clearance. 

( ~ 
I (. 

·-

• 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 

• 

Dear Mr. President: 

er1can 

-•fH!l"..f'M fdr 1he kind words of appreciation for United States 

food assistance expressed in your letter brought to Washing1on 

by Minister Drame~ ~ .vh. flt....l'-1' 
a).. a. 

I appreciateAyour n''W'"Xl wishes for the / success of 11 . /_ 
rl . ~-(. ~ l{f.. ~lr "' M~~..t.~.~t( 

our Bicentennial. Ajl;,.~~~ill doubtless pro\4'de 

an opportunity for further strengthening of the friendly and 

mutually beneficial relations existing between our two 

countries. 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Ahmed Sekou Toure, 

President of the 
Republic of Guinea, 

;;~, 

• 

Gerald R. Ford 
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TO' PRES FROM, 

SCOW CROFT 

HYLAND 

DAVIS 

"' 
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CLASSIFIC!i\Tl ON: Unclassified 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFEHHAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

, C. Arthur Borg 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

Date: 6 Aug 1976 
NSC log If 3940 

DOCUMENT D~SCRIPTION: Presidential 'green' ltr 

To: Ahmed Sekou Tottre 

From: 

Date: 6 August 1976 

Subject: 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

--- Draft reply for: 

--- Direct reply 

XXX Dispatch 

President's Signature 
White House Staff· 
Other -------

--- Furnish info copy 

Translation ---
Recommendations I C01nments Appropriate Handling ---
Other ---

DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: 

---
Information ---

fot· Jeanne W. Davis 
Staff Secretary 

Unclassified 
CL~~;SIF'JCATI ON: 
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